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INVESTIGATION OF UN-AMERICAN(PKOPAGANOA 
ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 


THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 1940 

House of Representatives, 

Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Washington^ D. G. 

The comniittee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Martin Dies (chairman), 
presiding. 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. The committee 
will act this morning as a subcommittee composed of the chairman, 
Mr. ]\Iasom and Mr. Voorhis. 

The first witness is Elmer Johnson. Will you please take the wit¬ 
ness stand ? AVill you raise your right hand and be sworn ? 

Mr. Eemer Johnson. I would like to say, Mr. Chairman, I am ex¬ 
pecting my attorney here any minute, and I would rather wait untd 
he appears. 

The Chairman. Tliat is perfectly all right. We want you to have 
the benefit of counsel. You can be sworn in the meantime, however. 

Mr. Elmer Johnson. I would rather wait until the attorney is here. 
Here he is uoav. 

Mr. Cohn. I had understood we were to convene at 10: 30. I apolo¬ 
gize for being late. 

My name is Sol H. Cohn. 

The Chaipman. Raise your right hand, Mr. Johnson. You sol¬ 
emnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. hiLviER Johnson. I do. 

The Chairman. Have a seat, Mr. Johnson. 'Will you try to speak 
loudly and as distinctly as possible, so we may hear you ? The acous¬ 
tics in this room are rather bad and we have difficulty in hearing the 
witnesses unless they speak loudly and distinctly. 

Mr. Cohn. Mr. Chairman, may I say for the record Mr. Johnso}i 
appeared here yesterday prepared to testify. "We were advised there 
were no committee hearings. 

It appears from the newspapers this morning that there was no 
committee hearing yesterday because no witnesses had appeared. 
Now, I wijsli to make clear on the recoi d that ]\Ir. Johnson had been 
here. 

The Chairman. All right. Proceed. 

TESTIMONY OF ELMER LAWRENCE JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Mr. Matthews. Idease give your full name for the record. 

Mr. Johnson. My full name is Elmer Lawrence Johnson. 
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The Chairman. Wait just a iiiiuute. ^h\ Thomas is here and the 
subeoiiimittee is now composed of the chair-maii, Mr. Mason, Mr. 
Thomas, and Mr. Voorliis. You may proceed. 

^fr. oMati’hews. M^here were you born ^ 

^Ir. Johnson. I was born in Illinois, Wheeling, Ill. 

jMr. iNIatthews. 'Wheeling, Ill.? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. jMatthews. 'When ? 

Mr. Johnson. 1904. 

^Ir. Matthews. Have you ever gone by any other name than that 
of Elmer Lawrence Johnson ? 

Mr. Johnson. I have always used the name ‘'Elmer Johnson'’ an<l 
have been known by that name by all of my acquaintances at all times. 
However, I did use the name of Elmer Carr for self-protection. 

The Chairman. Elmer Carr? 

]\Ir‘. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairman. C-a-r-r? 

Mr. Johnson. C-a-r-r; that is right. C-a-r-r. For the reason I had 
occasion one morning about 4 o'clock in the morning when a number 
of people smashed the door of the home in which I was living and 
l ansacked the entire place. 

When these men grilled me I did not feel obligated in any way to 
give them my right name. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. JciiiNsoN. Later on I found out that these gentlemen actually 
were F. B. I. men. 

Mr. Thoaias. In what year was that? 

]\Ir. Johnson. That was i*ecently—during the Detroit raid. 

Mr. TnoAiAs. What year? 

Mi\ Johnson. Tins year. 

41ie CiiAiRAiAN. Yon mean outside of this year you never used any 
other name except Elmer Johnson? 

iMr. Johnson. That is light. 

The CiiAiRJiAN. And you used that on the occurrence Avhich you 
have just described? It was after this occurrence that you have just 
described that you used the name of Elmer Carr? 

Mv. Johnson. Only for that moment. 

The Chairman. Only on that occasion? 

j\[r. Johnson. Only for that moment. 

The Chairaian. All right. 

Mr. IMattitews. How long have you been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

]\Ir. Johnson. Well, let me see— about 7 or 8 years. 

IMr. IMatohem^s. Will you please give us the date when you joined? 

Mr. Johnson. It Avas in the early ])art of 19^32. I don't remember 
the exact date. 

^[r. Matthews. Where did you join? 

iMr. Johnson. I joined in the city of Chicago. 

Mr. IMattiiews. What positions have you held in the Communist 
Party, beginning from the time you joined doAvn to the present time? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I was county secretary in Chicago. 

Mr. jNEatthews. When? 

Mr. Johnson. That Avas ap]iroximately 2bl> years ago, I believe. It 
was for a period of about a year. 
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.Mr. Mattiiiavs. And nftor that? 

Joiixsox. And after tliat I became field o]‘<ranizer in Illinois. 

^ir. ^Iaituews. How lon^ did yon occui)y that ])Ositi()n? 

Mr. JoiiNsox. Several months. 

Ml*. IMattiiiavs. IVhat was your next position? 

]Mi‘. Joiixsox. Came to Detrcjit. 

^fr. ]\lA'miKWS. AVhen did you ^o to Detroit? 

]Mr. Joiixsox. I think it was a year a<xo last January. 

^Ir. ]\lA'niiEWS. And what is your tiosition in the Communist Party 
in that State? 

]\rr. Joiixsox. State secretary. 

]Mr. ^Matiuiews. You are State secretary for the Communist Part}’' 
in ^lichi^an ? 

i\Ir. Joiixsox. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Does the territory under your jurisdiction include 
anytliinir moi e than the State of Michigan ? 

^Ir. Joiixsox. It does not include the Upper Peninsula. 

^Ir. jMattiiews. It does not include the Upper Peninsula of 
ilicliipin ? 

^»Ir. Joiixsox. That is riaht. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Does it include any territory outside of the State 
of ^lichiaan ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Xo. 

Ml*. ^Iatthews. AVho was your predecessor in the State secretary- 
.^hip in ^fichiaan ? 

^Ir. Joiixsox. IVell. prior to that tliere was a committee of three 
that assumed the leadersliij) of the party there. 

Mr. Matthews. IVhat were their names—it is a matter of public 
record. I take it. 

^Ir. Joiixsox. I am not sure exactly who they were, at the present 
time. 

]\Ir. Matthews. IVas one of them William AVeinstone? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Xo. 

Mr. Matthews. One of them? 

Mr. Joiixsox. I believe tliat was before my time, 

]Mr. ^Iai'tiiews. AA'elb who were they from your own recollection? 

Mr. Joi ixsox. AA^ell. I recall Earl Peno. 

Afr. AIaitiiews. Is that K-e-n-o? 

Mr. JoHXsox\ That is riaht. I don’t remember the others because 
it is rather vaa’ue in my memory. 

Mr. Matthews. How lon^ had that trio occujiied the secretariat? 

Mr. Joiixsox. It was for a yery brief period of time—just a few 
months. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know who the secretary was prior to this 
])eri()d when the three men wei*e in charoe? 

Mr. Joiixsox. AVilliam Weinstone, I believe. 

Mr. ^Ia*ithews. AVilliam AATinstone. Xow, do you know how lon^ 
AA'^illiam AA'einstone was State secretai*y for Alichiaan? 

INIr. Joiixsox. I don't know. 

JMr. ^Iatthews. Apiiroximately. 

Mr. Joiixsox. I couldn't say. 

Mr. AbcmiiAvs. AA'herv are the headcpiarters of the Communist 
Jkirty in ^lichi^an—what is the address? 

oMr. Joiixsox. 5069 Fourteenth Street. 
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Mi\ Matthews. What is the size of the membership under your 
jurisdiction or in the State of Michigan? 

^Ir. Johnson. Well, a little over 2 , 000 . 

Mr. jNIatthews. How do you arrive at that figure? 

IMr. Johnson. It is an approximate figure. 

]Mr. oNIatthews. How do you approximate it? 

]\rr. Johnson. Reports, reports from the various congressional dis¬ 
tricts, and so on. 

INIr. Matthews. How often are those reports made? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, once a year and then in between times there is 
a check-up. 

INIr. Matthews. Is there an annual check-up of the membership 
from your office ? 

iMr. Johnson. Yes. 

^fr. Thomas. Will you speak louder, ilr. Johmson? We can’t hear 
yon? 

jNIr. Johnson. Yes. There is an annual check-up. 

]\lr. IMatthews. When was the last membership report made to 
your headquarters from the branches or districts or congressional 
districts? 

Mr. Johnson. Repuorts are still coming in. 

i\Ir. ^Iatthews. Have you ever traveled abroad? 

Mr. Johnson. No; I haven’t. I have been in Canada. 

Mr. Matthews. Have you ever been anywhere else outside of the 
United States? 

Mr. Johnson. Outside of Canada for a day or two at the most. I 
think I was there 4 days in 1926. 

]\Ir. Matthews. You were not a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

l\Ir. Matthews. You have never been in Canada since 3 HU became a 
member of the Communist Part^^? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. Been there once to deliver a radio broadcast. 

]VIr. INIatthews. Under what auspices? 

INIr. Johnson. Under the auspices of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Matthews. Where was that? | 

]Mr. Johnson. Right across the river from Detroit. 

Mr. Matthews. Windsor? 

Mr. Johnson. It is a Detroit station. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you bring with you the records of the Com¬ 
munist Party of the State of ]\Iichigan as called for in the subpena 
which was served on you ? 

Mr. Johnson. What records, specifically, are you referring to? 

Mr. Matthews. The ones called for in the subpena which was served 
on you. 

i\[r. Johnson. Would you be more specific, because it refers to quite 
a number of records? 

IMr. IMatthews. Do you have a copy of your subpena with you ? 

iMr. Johnson. M,v aUorney has it in his possession, I believe. 

Mr. Cohn. I think—I don’t have it in my possession. Just a mo¬ 
ment, Mr. Chairman; I do have it, I think. No; I am sorry. 

jMr. IMatthews. Well, Mr. Johnson, did you bring with ^mu any 
records of correspondence of the Communist Party in Michigan? 
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]\Ir. JoHXsox. We have no correspondence at the present time in the 
oftice. 

I\Ir. MA'miEws. AVhat did you do with it? 

]\Ir. JoiiNsox. It is destroyed from day to day as it is received. 

]\Ir. ]\Iatt[uiews. You have no letters on tile of any kind i)ertaiiiing 
to tlie work of the Communist Party? 

]Mr. JoHNSOX. Xot in the office. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Where are they? 

Mr. Jonxsox. We haven't them anywhere, as far as I know. 

Mr. ^Matthews. When were they destroyed? 

Ml’. JoHXsox. Each day as- 

:\[r. :SIattiiews. Yes; but up until a certain period, I take it, you did 
liave correspondence filed consisting- 

Mr. JoHXsox. We did. 

:\lr. :\Iaiu'hews. Consisting of back correspondence in your office; is 
that correct? 

^Ir. JoHxsox. AVelh sometimes we permitted it to accumulate. 

^Ir. ilATiuiEws. When you took over the office a little more than a 
year ago there was back correspondence in the files in the office, was 
thei’e not ? 

:Mr. JoHXsox. There was a lot of material that was in many respects 
not of immediate service and- 

The Chaikmax. He is asking you about correspondence. Was there 
any correspondence—letters at the time you took over the office? 

i\lr. Joiixsox. Yes, there was. 

The Chairmax. Letters? 

i\lr. Joiixsox. Yes. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. When did 3^011 destro}^ that? 

]\lr. JoHXSOx. That was destroved during a process—during a 
period of a number of weeks—a number of months. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Who ordered this correspondence destroyed? 

]\lr. Joiixsox. Well, I did. 

^Iatthew's. Who gave instructions that all correspondence 
should be destroyed from da\" to da}"? 

^ Iv . Joiixsox. I did. 

]^fr. ^Matthews. Did 3 ’ou receive any suggestions or instructions 
from an\^one else to that effect? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Xo. 

]\Ir. ^Iattiiews. You acted entirely on 3^our own responsibilit}’? 

Mr. JoHxsox. That is right. 

]\Ir. Matthews. In instituting the procedure of destroying all 
coi’respondence from day to day? 

!Mr. Joiixsox. That is right, 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. What is the purpose of the destruction of the cor¬ 
respondence from da}" to day? 

JoHXSOx. Well, we generally act upon the correspondence im¬ 
mediately as we receive it and there is, in most cases, no need to keep 
it on record. Sometimes it can serve to fall into the hands—that is, 
names of people, innocent people fall into the hands of those who 
are trying to smear these innocent people who communicate with the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. iMATTiiEWS. What is the approximate number of letters which 
you receive from day to day—that is each day ? 
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Mr. Johnson. Well, I would say, of course, newspapers we receive 
in the mail. I don’t think you were referring to them. 

Mr. Matthews. No ; I am referring to letters. 

iNIr. Johnson. Personal correspondence? 

Mr. Mat^thews. Yes. 

]\Ir. Johnson. Sometimes an average of one per day; sometimes 
two; sometimes we don’t receive any for a day or two. I think that 
is an approximate estimation. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you keep any carbon copies of any of your 
out-going mail ? 

Mr. Johnson. No. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you bring with you any records of the names 
and addresses of branch functionaries—branch or unit functionaries 
in the State of Michigan? 

Mr. Johnson. No; I cannot. I cannot deliver or give such material 
as names and addresses of members or branch organizers of the 
party to this committee for the reason that the chairman- 

The CiiAiKAMN. What he asked yon was, if you brought with you 
any of the records showing the secretaries of the branches. That is 
the question he asked you. 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairman. You did not bring those records? 

Mr. Johnson. No; I understood the question but I would like to 
given a reason. 

The Chairman. The question now to you is whether you brought 
the records. Did you bring them or not? 

]Mr. Johnson. No. 

The Chairman. You did not bring the records? 

Mr. Johnson. But I would like to get the reason- 

The CHATR.>rAN. Well, wait until we ask 3^011 one or two questions. 
Do you have an}^ such records? 

Mr. Johnson. No; we don’t. 

The CiiAiK^rAN. Then there is no use to talk about reasons if you 
have no records. You couldn’t bring something that 3^011 don't have. 

Mr. Johnson. It would be unlawful- 

The Chairman. But 3011 say you have no records. Of course, 3^011 
can't bring them. 

Mr. Johnson. It would be unlavTul to give this committee such 
names. 

Mr. Thomas. You haven't got any records, so how could you bring 
them ? 

IMr. Johnson. That is true. 

The Chairman. Then what is the use of giving a reason ? 

jNIr. Johnson. There is an additional reason. 

Mr. Thomas. The 01113^ reason 3^011 Avant to giAT a reason is to use 
this committee now as a sounding board, just like all the rest of you 
Communists. 

Mr. Cohn. I object to the statement on the record. I moA^e it be 
expunged from the record. 

The CiiAiRAiAN. All right; let us proceed. 

i\Ir. Johnson. I think it Avas important to submit a reason. 

The Chairman. You haA^e said 3^ou haA^e no records. Hoav can 
3"on give a reason for not producing records that 3"ou don't have, 
according to your statement? 
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Mr. »IoiiNS()x. Bofiiiise 1 believe that this committee has no power 
to ask for siicli I’ecords. 

d'lie CiiAiinAiAN. That is not ^oin^ to be permittech Proceed. 

]Mr. Matthews. Do you liave a Communist Party organization in 
each of the conirressiona] districts of tlie State of ^lichij^an? 

Mr. Johnson. Xot all of them. 

Mr. Maitihavs. Now, how many congressional districts do you 
have an organization in-^ 

^Ir. Johnson. AVelK it would be hard to answer that question 
accurately because in certain congressional districts we have only a 
few members, and then it would be hard to the—it would be diffi¬ 
cult to say whether that would be characterized as an oi’ganization, 
and of coui’se in othei* congressional districts we have- 

Mr, ^Iatthews. Ap])roximately in how many do you have organi¬ 
zations to the extent that you have functionaiaes who supervise the 
work of the party in any respect in those districts? 

Mr. Johnson. \Vell, let us see. In a majority of the congressional 
districts of Detroit and several out of the city. 

Mr. ^NLmtiiews. How many would that be? Ten or twelve in all? 

iNIr. Johnson. Xot quite that many. 

i\Ir. Maitiiews. Eight, perhaps? 

^Ir. Johnson. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. ]\Iatthews. About eight congressional districts you have party 
organizations in ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr, ^Iatthews. Will you please give the titles of the functionaries 
wlio have charge of the alfairs of the congressional districts in the 
Communist Party ? 

^Ir. Johnson. [Xo answer.] 

:Mr. M atthews. What do you call the officers of the organization in a 
congressional district ? 

The Chairman. IVhile you are confei-ring with your attorney I want 
to make the announcement that the committee has a quorum present 
and is operating now as a full committee. The quorum is Mr. Casey, 
Mr. Voorhis, the chairman, Mr. JMason. and Mr. Thomas. Xow pro¬ 
ceed. IVhat was the question ? 

Mr. iNlATTiiEws. I asked the witness what the title of the function¬ 
aries are who served in the congi'essional district organizations for 
the Communist Party. 

The CiiAiR^iAN. All right. 

Mr. Johnson. AVell, we call them “section organizei'S.” 

i\Ir. ]\Iatthews. Each congressional district that has an organiza¬ 
tion has a section oi'ganizer ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. ilATTHEws. In addition to the section organizer what other 
functionaries are thei’e in each congressional district? 

]\rr. Johnson. Well, thei‘e is an executive committee. 

Mr. Matthews. ITow many members are there on the executive 
committee? 

Mr. Johnson. Approximately from five to nine. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. In addition to these what other functionaries are 
there ? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, there are the Imanch organizers. 
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Mr. Ma^ttiiews. The branch organizer would be a subdivision of the 
congressional district? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mi \ Matthews. For the district itself do you have a membership 
director ? 

Mi \ Johnson. Yes; we have a membershi]i director. 

The Chairman, Will you speak a little louder, if you can, please, 
sir ? 

Mr. Matthews. Do you have a treasurer or financial secretary in 
each district? 

Mr. Johnson. In each congressional district? 

]VIr. IVIatthews. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; we do. 

Mr. Matthews. What do you call that person. Financial secre¬ 
tary ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. What other functionaries can you think of? 

IVIr. Johnson. Well, we have educational directors and, of course, 
there are educational directors in the unit as well. 

]VIr. Matthews. I am speaking of the districts. Do you have lit¬ 
erature? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, sir; literature—Daily Worker—literature agent. 
Daily Worker agent. 

Mr. Matthews. Literature agent? 

Mr. Johnson. Daily Worker agent. 

Mr. Matthews. Is the Daily Worker agent in addition to the 
literature agent ? 

Mr. Johnson. It is sometimes true. 

Mr. Matthews. Are there any other functionaries in the districts? 

]VIr. Johnson. Well, there are in many cases, but it is not uniform 
all the way through. 

ilr. Matthews. What would be some of the others that would not 
be uniform? 

ilr. Johnson. Well - 

IVIr. Matthews. Do you have a man in charge of trade-union matters 
in some of the districts ? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, sometimes we have commissions—commissions 
to give study to certain problems or phases. 

Mr. Thomas. Do you always speak as quietly as you are speaking 
now, Mr. Johnson? 

Mr. Casey. I think it is getting to be a colloquy. You both have 
lowered ^thh* voices. 

The (Tiairman. Speak a little louder, gentlemen. It is difficult to 
hear. Tlie question was whether or not you had anyone who is in 
charge- 

Mr. ^Iatthews. In charge of trade-unions or labor-union matters in 
the districts. Now, what was your answer to that? 

IMr. Johnson. The answer is “no.” 

The Chairman. You have no one in charge of trade-union matters? 

]\Ir. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairman. Have you had in the past anyone in charge of trade- 
union matters? 

Mr. eloHNSON. Not since I have been there. As far as I know, we 
have never had any such. 
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Mr. M.vrniKws. Now, in tlie State organization itself, in addition to 
yourself, wliat otlicers are tliere in the party? 

^Ir. Johnson. (Xo answer.) 

Mr. ^M-xmiEWS. Yon are State secretary? 

Air. floiiNsox. Tliat is ri^lit. 

^Ir. IMa'titiews. Do you liave a State administrative secretary in 
addition to youi*self ? 

Mr. Johnson. AVe liave a financial secretaiT and we have a campaign 
manager in the coming elections. 

Mr. Matthfavs. Do you have an administrative secretary? 

.Mr. Johnson. Xo: we don't. "We have an organizational secretary 
Avhich takes in that class. 

Mr. ^NIatoieavs. AVould he be called a district organize]-? 

Mr. Johnson. He would be called an organizational .secretary. 

Mr. Matthews. Is thei-e a membership director for the State? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, the organizational secretary also assumes that 
cajAacity at the present time. 

Mr. ilATTHEAvs. X^ow, wluit are the subdivisions of the party within 
the congressional districts? 

]\lr. Johnson. Well, the subdivisions of the party within the con¬ 
gressional districts are branches. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Is that the smallest of the subdivisions in the dis¬ 
tricts? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Xii\ XIatthews. And there are no intermediate subdivisions betAveen 
the branches and the district organization ? 

Mr. Johnson. Between the branches—well, there is a section— a 
section and its committee. 

Mr. XIattiieavs. The section is a subdivision of the congressional 
district, is it ? 

Johnson. That is, the section leadership is the congressional 
leadershijE 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Congres.sional district leadership ? 

Mr, Johnson. Yes, sir. 

i\Ir. XIattheavs, X"oav, is the congressional district the same as the 
section in tlie territoi-y covei’ed? 

ilr. Johnson. I think so; yes. 

]\Ir. ]\[attheavs. Well, the branch is the smallest subdivision Avithin 
the congressional district or section; is that correct? 

i\Ir. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. Mattheavs. IIoav many branches of the Communist Party are 
there in your jurisdiction? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I Avould have to give an approximate figure; 
perhaps about GO. 

iNIr. ^Mattheavs. TIoav many of the.^e GO branches are in the city 
of Detroit ? 

XIr. Johnson. About lialf, I Avould say. 

ilr. ^Mattheavs. In Avhat f)lher c(‘ntei' is there a numbei- of branches? 

]\Ir. Johnson. AVelh in the outlying toAvns, I think. 

i\Ir. ^NlA-rriiEAvs. Is there any other city in Michigan that has a 
number of branches—three, four, five, or six? 

Xfr. Johnson. Scattered. 

Mr. ^Mattheaavs. Branches in one city? 
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JMr. Johnson. Scattered; yes. 

Mr. IVIatthews. Wbat are those cities? 

Mi \ Johnson. We have a party in Flint. 

Mr. Matthews. How many branches are there in Flint? 

Mr. Johnson. I am not certain exactly just about how many. 

Mr. IMatthews. Well, what would be the approximate number? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I would not like to give any estimation be¬ 
cause I am afraid it would not be accurate. 

Mr. Matthews. A half a dozen or a dozen ? 

Mr. Johnson. Approximately. 

IMr. ^Matthews. You get regular reports from them, do you not? 

]\Ir. Johnson. Reports are coming in as I indicated. 

Mr. Matthews. Is this the first time that reports have come in 
from these branches during your secretaryship in ]Michigan ? 

Mr. Johnson. They ai*e not completed yet. Yo; it is not the first 
time they have been coming in. 

Mr. jVLvtthews. How many branch reports have you up to date 
from the city of Flint ? 

iMr. Johnson. I don't remember. 

^Ir. Matthews. Would Flint rank next to Detroit in the number 
of branches of the Communist Party in ^lichigan? 

i\Ir. Johnson. I think so. 

iSIr. JMatthews. What city or center of population would come 
after Flint? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I believe the rest of them are more or less 
evenly divided. 

]VIr. Matthews. Now, as to the location of the membership. You 
say you have something more than 2,000 members in the State of 
Michigan. How many of those members are within the Detroit area? 

IMr. Johnson. Approximately half or a little more. 

Mr. Matthews. A little more than half? 

Ml*. Johnson. A]:)proximately, I think so. 

IMr. ^Iatthews. Is the membership increasing? 

IMr. Johnson. Yes. 

IMr. IMatthews. Has there been a dropping off in membership at 
any time during your secretaryship in the State of IMichigan? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, it works both ways. It di'ops off and they 
come in. 

^Ir. IMatthews. As to the composition of the membership, what 
pi'ofessions or occupations predominate in the membership in the 
CYmmunist Party in IMichigan? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, the membership is in the industries of De¬ 
troit—in the building trades, in the steel, rubber, auto industry— 
in the agricultural region. 

IMi’. Mat^itiews. x\pproximately how many members do you have 
in the steel industry in IMichigan? 

Mr. Johnson. I cannot give you an exact figure on that or even 
an approximate figure because the reports are still coming in, Mr. 
Chairman. 

^Ir. Tho:mas. Mr. Chairman, the witness has gotten down to the 
whis]:)ering stage again. Isn’t there some way we can get him to 
talk louder? 

The Chairman. Speak a little louder, please. 
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Mr. floiiNsox. I say that the repoils are coming in now during 
this pei’iod of check-nj) on meinbei’sliip. 

ATi’. Tiio.aias. Tlieii yoii do have some records? 

^Ir. doiixsoN. We get reports, verbal rej)orts. 

Mr. Tii(>:mas. Yon get reports. Don't you consider those reports 
as records ? 

Mi\ eloiixsox. ]\lental recoi'ds; yes. 

Mr. Thomas. But are the reports coming in veibally or written? 

Mr. Joiixsox. They come in vei*bally. 

Mr. Thomas. Xo wi’itten report? 

Mr. floiixsox. AVe don't have any MU'itten reports. 

Mr. Matthews. You receive no written reports? 

Ml’. Joiixsox. Xh). 

Mr. ;M ATTiiEws. When do you expect this reporting to be com- 
pletcil ? 

Mr. J( )Hxsox. Well, of course, we want it to be completed as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. AVhen did it begin ? 

^Ir. Joiixsox. (X'o answer.) 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. When were the district branches instructed to 
make these re])orts ? 

]\Ir. JoHXs(^x. Around the first of the year. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Were they given any time limit on reporting? 

Mr. Joiixsox. XY. We expect the reports to be completed within 
the next few weeks. 

^Ir. ]\Iatthews. Did you have all the functionaries throughout the 
State assembled to receive tliese instructions or did you write them 
letters ? 

]Mr. Joiixsox. They received letters as well as verbal instructions 
on the matter—discussions on the problem. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. MTu’c they given a blank to indicate what type 
of information Avas i-equired in these reports? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Dues paying members. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Was that all they were asked for, mtis dues pa}’- 
ing membei’s ? 

^Ir. Joiixsox. That is right. 

]\Ir. ^Iatthews. They were not asked about the occupations or 
]u‘ofessions of the individual membei's ? 

Mr. rJoHxsox. Well, we expect a verbal report on that. 

Mr. ;MATTIIEWS. Were they asked to give that kind of report? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Yes: verbal reports. 

Mr. ^Matthews. In addition to asking for the number of dues pay¬ 
ing members they were asked also for occupational information of 
members? MTat other types of infoimation were required? 

Mr. floHxsox. IVell. we recjuired, of course, we wanted to know dues 
])aymeut, and we wanted to know where they work—-what industries 
they worked in. Wanted to know the age, nationality, and so on. 

Mr. Thomas. ^Slr. Chaiianan, I would like to ask a question there. 

The CiiAiEMAX. ^Ii’. Jliomas. 

Tho^ias. ;Mi\ Johnson, if you don't keep a lecord of all these 
repoi’ts that come in, who is it that keeps all this in his mind ? MJio is 
the one Avho has got this exceptional menioi’y and can I’etain all this 
information that you I’eceive ? 
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Mr. Johnson. Well, I do. 

Mr. Thomas. You remember al) that ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. Thomas. Then, Mr. MattluA\s, T think you ought to-ask him 
questions on just what all the reports show at tlie present time? 

]\Ir. Matthews. Yes. To date, then, what is the conqjlexion of the 
membei-ship with respect to nationality? 

Mr. Johnson. We have not completed tliat i-ej)ort. 

Mr. Mai^iuiews. Well, you have it in yom* mind u}) to date, you just 
stated. 

Mr. Johnson. You see, we ex])ect to have a convention- 

i\Ir. Matthe\vs. Yes—all right. 

]\Ir. Johnson. And at the convention we will receive all thesere[X)rts 
.and then we will have a general view of the status of the party. 

JNIr. Matthews. Well, nevei’ mind what you are going to learn. 
What do you have in your mind now with respect to that information ? 

Mr. Johnson. I don’t know; I caimot say delinitely outside of an ap¬ 
proximate hgui‘e that I have given you— 2 , 000 . 

Ml*. Matthews. That is the number of members. Now, I am asking 
you about the nationality of the membersliip as it has been verbally 
rejioi ted to you and retained by you in memory uj> to the ])resent time. 

Mr. JoHNs:ON. Well, the vast majority of the workers in our party, 
of course, are American-born workers in shops in the industries that 
I have indicated. 

INIr. Matthews. Is that the only form in which you have retained 
That information? 

Mr. Johnson. That is the only form. 

Mr. Matthews. What about the age groups of the party? You say 
that you required that information—you received veiTal reports with 
respect to the ages of the membevs, and you said that you are the 
person who remembers that. Now, what is the situation in the party 
with respect to age ? 

Mr. Johnson. But. Mr. Chairman, 1 ex]>lained on the age limit or 
on the age composition, and so on, these other details, we will be able 
to complete this general outlook and rejiort which the convention- 

The Chairman. Well, he means up to date. 

Mr. Johnson. That is what I say. 1 cannot give you figui*es on 
age limits. 

The Chairman. You don’t know, in other words? 

i\[r. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. Thomas. Mr. Chairman, if he keeps it all in his mind, how is 
h(‘ ever going to be able to complete it if he doesn’t know at this date 
where it stands? 

Mr. Johnson. I Avill know at the time of the convention. I will 
know all these things very definitely. 

Mr. Thoaeas. Even though you don't know now, you will know at 
the time of the convention? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right, 

i\Ir. Thomas. In other words, your memory fails you now, but it 
will not fail you at the time of the convention ? 

Mr. Johnson. No; that is not true. 

^Ir. Matthews. Have you already received any reports at all with 
respect to the age composition of any fraction of the members of 
Michigan.? 
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Mr, Johnson. I have not; not for this year. 

Ml'. Maitiiews. Have you received any reports at all ^vith respect 
to nationality of any of the l)arty members in the State of Michigan 

Mr. , Johnson. I have not. 

Mr, Matthews. Have you received any reports at all with respect 
to occupations of the members of the party in ]\Iichipin? 

Mr. rJoiiNsox. 1 liave received some reports on occupations; yes. 

Mr. ^Lvi'TiiEws. All i-i^ht: now, what are the figures on that ? 

Mi‘. Johnson. M"ell, the figures are still comino; in, and, as I indi¬ 
cated in my previous remarks, the p'oat majority—the gi'eat majority 
of workei's in the industries of ]\Iichi;Li’an—in the industries of Mich- 
io*an in the- 

Tlie Chairman. M^ell, you have professional people in there, don’t 
you? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; we have—yes; we have professional people. 

The Chairman. Doctors? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, the professional people are in the minority, I 
would say. 

The Chairman. But you do have some lawyers and doctors and 
teachers: is that correct? 

]\Ir. Johnson. We have some. 

The Chairman. All ri^ht: proceed. 

Mr. ]Maithews. Do you know the names of the section organizers 
in the congressional districts? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; I know their names. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. How many such pei'sons are there? 

]\Ir. rJoHNsoN. I gave you an approximate figure previousl}' in 
which I think it is eight: is that right? 

]\[r. ^Iatciiews. Yes. Do you know who those eight j^ersons are? 

Mr. Johnson. I do. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Who are the section organizers whose districts are 
within the Detroit area? Will you ]dease name them? 

^Ir. Johnson. I cannot submit any names of any individuals to this 
committee. 

The Chairman. You decline to give them? 

^Ir. Johnson. On the ground that the chairman of this committee 
has stated in the record to the effect that workers in the shops 
should be laid off—should be discharged by the employers, and I 
don't want to submit any names to a blacklist because it is unlawful. 

Mr. Thoaias. There it goes. That is the same old stoiy. 

The Chairaian. You decline to answer the question ? 

^Ir. Johnson. On that ground. 

Tile Chairaian. All right, you have given the grounds. The 
Chair directs you to answer. Do you still decline to answer^ 

^fr. Johnson. I decline on the grounds - 

The (Tiairaian. 'Well, you have already stated the grounds. Do 
you decline to answer even though the Chair directs you to do so? 

^Ii*. rJoiixsoN. I decline to answer. 

The Chairaian. All right. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Who is the financial secretary of the party in the 
State of ^lichigan ? 

Mr. Johnson. He is a worker. 

Mr. Maitiiews. What is his name? 
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Mr. Joiixsox. That depends upon a living on the industries of 
Detroit. 

]\Ir. Mai'tiiews. AYhat is his name? 

Mr. Joiixsox. I cannot give his name for the same reason. 

The CiiAiKMAX. Xow, isn’t that, as a matter of fact, a public 
I’ecord, your financial secretaiy? Haven't you had that printed on 
your literature? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Rut I do not want to - 

The ChiAiKWAx. I am asking you, Isn’t it a fact that his name 
has been ])rinted on literature of the ]iarty? 

iNIr. eJoiixsox. That is true. 

The CiiAiiaiAx. Isn't it true? 

]Mr. Joiixsox". Yes. 

The CiiAiRMAX. And you decline to tell us what his name is? 

INIr. Joiixsox. For the reasons I have given. 

The CiiAiRMAX. You have already stated your reasons. The Chair 
directs you to tell us what his name is. Do you still decline? 

Mr, joiixsox. Yes, sir: because I believe I would like- 

Tlje CiiAiRMAX. You have stated your reasons. 

]\Ir. Joiixsox. I would like to state another reason. 

The CiiAiRMAX". The Chair has been fair to you in u^^iTiitting 
to state your reason. 

]\rr. Cuiix". Will the Chair permit the witness to state his addi¬ 
tional reason? 

The CiiAiRMAX". With reference to this particular man? 

ilr. Coiix. AVith reference to his declination to state any name. 

The CiiAiRMAX". AAJth respect to this name—confine it to this 
name. 

The AA^itx"ess. Because, in addition to the reasons that I have 
already stated, the ]iolitical beliefs of an individual and his affilia¬ 
tions to political parties are. of his own—ai‘e his own ]irivate business. 
It is a ]irivate matter and that the Constitution grants every indi¬ 
vidual that right to belong to any political party. 

The CiiAiRMAX". All right, proceed. 

Air. Tiio^ias. AA^ell, I want to get one ])oint cleared up there. Mr. 
Johnson, in other words, you believe that the Communist Party- 

Mr. Joiix’^sox. I would like to give an additional reason. 

Air. Tiio:mas. AA\ait a minute. 

Air. Joiixsox". Just a moment. 

Air. Thomas. A"ou believe that the Communist Party is a jiolitical 
]iarty? 

Air. Johxsox". T would like to complete my answer. All*. Thomas. 

Air. Thomas. AVell, now, just answer that question. In other 
words, you believe the Communist Party is a ])olitical party? 

Air. Joiixsox. Of course. 

Air. Tiio^ias. You do believe that, don't you? 

Air. Joiixsox". AA^hy, of course, I believe it is a political party, legally 
recognized as su(*h by the Government of the United States. 

Air. AYorhis. AA'ell, if so, Air. Johnson, then don’t you believe it 
should operate in an open and aboveboard manner. If so, then why 
shouldn’t the names of the leaders of the jiarty, the men who are re¬ 
sponsible in these various sections, why shouldn’t that be a matter 
of public knowledge ? 
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,]()iixsox. Tlio party ojjoi’ates in an above, open, lentil manner 
(he same as every other ])olitieal party. Th(‘re is nothin^' secret about 
our organization* in tlie least. If I decline to ^ive names of individuals 
1 stand on mv constitutional ri^’lits and 1 stand on the basis of ex¬ 
perience tliat the people of Detroit have had with the committee here. 

jlr. ^^K)lalls. Well, what 1 mean is. if j^eople who are responsible 
for the (‘omliict of a ])olitical oi’<ianization, if their names are secret, 
then 1 don't see how you can say that it is all open. 

Mr. floiixsoN. Hut theii’ names are not secret. 

Mr. Vooiriiis. d'hey are not t 

Ml*. 'IhunMAs. Von are keepino* them secret. MV have asked for 
certain names and you refuse to divulge the names. 

Mr. doiixsox. ()n the basis of the reasons I have submitted to this 
committee. 

The (hiAimiAx. All right. 

Mr. ?dA'mii:ws. ^Ir. fJohnson. do you know Joseph Kowidski ? 

Mr. rloHXsox. I decline to discuss any names—any individuals for 
the same reasons mentioned. 

The ChiAiirAiAx. Yon decline to answer the question, in other words, 
foi* the i*easons heretofore stated, is that correct I 

Ml*. Joiixsox. That is right. 

The (hiAiKAiAx. The Chair dii’ects you to ansAver the question. Do 
yon still decline ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Mbll you rejieat that question more clearly? 

Afr. Mattiieavs. 1 asked you if you knoAV or are you personally ac- 
fjuainted Avith Joseph KoAvalski ^ 

^Ir. Joiixsox. AVell, I decline to ansAA'er that question on the ground 
that his name or any other name brought into this committee and made 
public in the paiiers, may IniAv^ a di.scriminatory effect upon him— 
may hindei* his opportunity of getting a job. 

The CiiAiiuAiAx. All right, the C hair directs you to answer the 
(juestion and you decline to do so, is that correct ? 

All*. Joiixsox. On the i*easons submitted. 

The CiiAiKAiAX. All right, let us proceed. 

]\Ir. I\lATniEAVs. It is true, is it not. that Joseph KoAvalski is the 
linancial .secretary ? 

Mr. Coiix. Excuse me just a minute. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. It is true, is it not, that Joseph KoAvalski is the 
financial secretary of the Communist Party in the State of ^Michigan? 

^Mr. Joiixsox. For all of the reason^ stated before, I cannot ansAATi* 
that question. 

The CiiAiuMAX. The'Chair directs you to ansAver the question. Do 
you decline to answer the ([iiestion, is that correct ? 

^Ir. Joiixsox. That is right. 

Ml*. ^Iattiieavs. AVhat is the name of the campaign manager in the 
State of ^lichigan in this presidential election year ? 

Joiixsox. For the same reasons, ^Ir. Chaii'inan, I decline to 
ansAA^er. 

The Chaiieaiax. The Chair directs you to ansAA^er and you decline 
to do so. is that right ? 

]\Ir. Joiixsox. Yes. 

]\Ir. Mattiieavs. Has the name of the campaign manager in the 
State of Michigan been announced already? 

04031—40—Yol. 13-2 


ITN-AMEUIGAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7688 

Mr. Johnson. It is beino’ announced at the present time. 

]Mr. Matthews. Well, has it been announced? 

Mr. Johnson. IVell, in some places it has. 

Mr. Matthews. In some places in the State of Michigan? 

jNIr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. ^Matthews. In Avhat way has it been announced ? 

Mr. Johnson. Through public meetings. 

I\Ir. Matthews. Xoav, when did you last see Roy Hudson, Mr. 
Johnson ? 

Mr. Johnson. I think that is a personal question and- 

The Chairman. Let me ask you this: Do you know Roy Hudson? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; I know Roy Hudson. 

The (JiATRMAN. You know Roy Hudson? 

INIr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs. AVhat is Roy Hudson’s position in the Communist 
Party of the United States? 

(No ansAver.) 

Mr. MATTHEAA^s. Yoii knoAA% ]Mr. Johnson, that Roy Hudson is 
the executiA^e secretary of the Communist Party of the United 
States ? 

Mr. Johnson. I did not knoAA^ that, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Well, AAdnit is his position in the Communist 
Party? 

INIr. Johnson. To be frank AAuth you, Mr. Chairman, I don't know. 

Mr. INIattheavs. You kneAv that Jack Stachel Avas the executiA^e 
secretary of the Communist Party in the United States, did a^ou 
not, for a number of years? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes: I think he still is, if I am not mistaken— 
I am not sure. 

Mr. Mattiteavs. Have you seen Roy Hudson in Detroit AAuthin 
the past month ? 

Mr. Johnson. No. 

Ml*. ]^Iattiieavs. HaA^e you seen Roy Hudson in Detroit during 
the present year of 1940 at any time? 

l\Ir. Johnson. I Avill try to - 

Mr. iMATTHE^A^s. In other Avords, yon haA*e sometime in tlie- 

INIr. Johnson. I don't rememlier. 

]\Ir. Mattheavs. Not distant past seen Roy Hudson in Detroit 
but you don’t remember the date exactly? 

IMr. Johnson. I sraa^ him in NeAv York, IMr. IMatthcAA^s, some time 
ago. 

Mr. INFatthews. AYhat aatuc you seeing Roy Hudson for or about? 

Mr. Johnson. I attended a national committee meeting of our 
party in the city of Ncaa" York. 

iSIr. INIattheavs. lYelh what was your hesitation about stating 
if you had seen him in Detroit during the year 1940? 

Mr. Cohn. May I say for the record there Avas no intentional 
hesitation on the part of the witness. 

The Chairman. Did yon see him in Detroit during 1940? 

Mr. Johnson. No: not during 1940. 

INIr. INIattheavs. IVhen did yon last see him in Detroit? 

INIr. Johnson. I belieA^e it Avas—I can’t remember or give you the 
exact month, last year some time. 
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^Iv. ^^LvrniEWS. It was towai'd tlio end of the year, was it not ? 

Mr. Johnson. Xo : it was not. ^ i i i . 

Mr. ^MArniEws. IVlien did you last see Jaek btaeliel, and where ^ 

Mr. Johnson. I saw him at the national committee meetino*, the 
one held, the one preceding the recent one. 

Mr. Mathiews. Yon haven't seen him recently? 

;Mr. Johnson. I haven't. 

;Mi-. MArriiEws. lias Jack Stachel been in Detroit, to your knowl¬ 
edge. iTceiitly? 

Mr. Johnson. Not to mv knowledge. 

Mr. ]Maithews. Do yon know John Schmies? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; I know John Schmies. 

Mr. ^SIatihews. And yon know him as a member of the Connnnnist 
Party, do yon not ? 

}klr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Yon have knoWn him for a number of years, have 
you not ? 

^Ir. Johnson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ]\lArrHEWs. As a member of the Commnnist Party? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

ilr. ^Matthews. John Schmies is ([nite well known as a member of 
the Communist Party, is he not? 

The CiiAiintAN. I wonder if w'e may have some order and quiet 
in the room. 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. ^Iatttiews. I did not get the witness’ answer. Yon said *T 
think so'’? 

]\Ir. Johnson. I think he is. 

Mr. Ma'pchews. Is John Schmies in Detroit at the present time? 

'Sir. Johnson. Xot to my knowledge. 

Mr. Matthews. Has he been there recently ? 

]\ir. Johnson. Xot to my knowledge. 

^Ii‘. I\I\TiiiEws. IVlu) is the organizational secretary for the State 
of ^lichigan? 

Mr. Johnson. For the same I’easons and all of the reasons I have 
stated ])rior, I cannot give this committee that information. 

The Chaie:.ian. Yon decline to answer the question asked you ? 

Ml-. Johnson. That is right. 

The CiiAiKivrAN. The Chair directs yon to answer the question, and 
yon decline to do so ? 

Mr. Johnson. For all the ivasons mentioned. 

The Chaiioian. AH right, proceed. 

Sir. ^SlATaiiEWS. IVill you ])lease explain the operations of the 
national control commission. Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson. I have nevei* been a member of that committee and 
therefore I would not be in a })osition to speak about its functions or 
its oj)erations. 

Sir. MA'rniEws. Yon know there is a national control commission 
in the. C’ommnnist Party, do yon not? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I am not so sure at the present moment. 

Sir. ^Iatihews. Yon mean yon think it may have been abolished 
since yon had- 

Sir. Johnson. I am not sure. 
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]Mr. Matpheavs. Intimation about it? 

]\Ir. Johnson, That is right. 

]\1atthews. When did you last knoAv of its existence? 

Mr. JoiixsoN. I don't knoAA’ Avhether it is in existence oi* Avliether 
it is not in existence. I neATr participated in any of its sessions and 
was neATr there, so I couldn’t tell you. 

Ml*. ]\Iattheavs. When the national control commission was in 
existence, according to your information, AAdiat were its functions? 

Mr. Johnson. To hear complaints and grievances, and so forth— 
to settle these complaints and grioATnces. 

:\ir. :\L AiTiiEAvs. Who is the head of the national control commis¬ 
sion of the Communist Party of the Pnited States? 

Mr. Johnson. I don't knoAv. 

Mr. Mattheavs. IlaA e you ever knoAvn Avho Avas the head at any 
time of the national control commission? 

Mr. Johnson. No; I don’t. 

Ml’. ^Iattheavs. Do you knoAA' Charles Dirba ? 

Mr. Johnson. No; 1 don’t. 

Ml*. jMattheavs. You do or von do not? 

Mr. Cohn. He said, “Xo; I'don’t.” 

Mr. jMattheavs. Did you cati* hear of Cliarles Dirba? 

Mr. Johnson. The name is unfamiliar. 

]\Ir. ilATTHEAA^s. Y Oil uevei* heard the name to your recollection ? 

iMr. Johnson. That is right; to my recollection. 

The Chaikman. Do you knoAv Nicholas Dozenberg? 

IMr. Johnson. No. 

The Chair^man. You iwyev heard of liiin? 

]Mr. Johnson. The first time I eA^er heaial of him Avas Avhen I saw 
his name in the paper. 

The Chairman. You never met him? 

IMr. Johnson. That is right. 

Tlie Chairman. All right. 

jMr. IMattheavs. As a member of the Communist Party, Mr. John¬ 
son, you are acquainted Avith the constitution of the ]iarty, are you 
not? 

IMr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. ]Mattheaa\s. That is the constitution of the American Com¬ 
munist Party? 

]Mr. Johnson. I am. 

I\Ir. Mattheaa\s. Yon have read that document more than once 
in your life? 

Sir . Johnson. I did. 

Mr. Mattheaa\s. Are you familiar Avith its contents? 

Mr. Johnson. I am. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Don't yon knoAv that the functions of the national 
control commission are set forth rather explicitly in the constitution 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Johnson. That is Avhat I ex]Alained, that its reasons are to 
settle grievances and to make adjustments of it in dealing Avitli 
personal matters of the party. 

IMr. IMattheavs. I understood you to liaA^e some doubts as about 
Avhether it noAv exists. 

]Mr. Johnson. I haAT. I am not certain. 
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Mr. Matthews. Have you heard rumors that it had been abol- 
ished i 

JoTixsox. Xo: I didn’t. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Has anyone su^'^ested to you it might have been 
ubolislied then i 

.Mr. doiixsox. Xo. 

^Iv, ^Matthews. Then the doubt about its existence is something 
that has arisen exclusively- 

^Ir. Joiixsox. I am not sure about its existence. I don't want to 
say anything 1 cannot definitely confirm. 

]Mr. ^Iattuevcs. On the same general principle that you could not 
prove that Deti’oit still exists since you are here? 

]Mi*. Coirx. I object to this line of (piestioning as argumentative. 

]\lr. Mait'iiews. I want to know what the reason is why the witness 
doesn't know about the Xational Control Commission, if he has any 
valid reason other than the fact he isn't- 

Mv. CoHX. I object to the question as improper. 

The CiiAimiAX. Why did you say y()u had a doubt about the exist¬ 
ence of the Xational Control Commission when provision is made in 
the constitution for it as a permanent adjunct to the party ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. When I used the term 'aloubt'’ I meant it in the sense 
that I was not certain that it was in existence now. I am not certain— 
I am not sure because I haven’t particijiated in any of its sessions. I 
haven't received any communications from it. I have had no dealings 
with it. 

The CiiAiRMAX. xVll right. 

^Ir. ilATTiiEws. Have any members of the Communist Party been 
expelled in your jurisdiction during the past 12 or 13 months ? 

!Mr. JoHXsox. Yes, sir. We have expelled some stool pigeons— 
agents in our ranks. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. How many have been expelled from the party in 
your jurisdiction ? 

jMr. Joiixsox. I am not jirepared to give an exact figure on it, but 
we have exjielled a number of them, people who have collaborated 
vdth tlie em})loyers trying to wreck the union. 

Mr. r^lATTHEWs. Have you exjielled a hundred or so? 

^Ir. froiixsox. Xh): that figure Avould be much too high. 

Mr. IMatthews. Fifty? 

ilr. Joiixsox. That figure Avould also be high. I would say ap¬ 
proximately a half a dozen. 

The Ciiairmax. Were their cases handled by the Control Commis¬ 
sion ? 

^h\ Joiixsox. They were handled by the branches of the party. 

The Ciiairmax. Was the matter referi’ed at any time to the X'ational 
Conti-ol Commission ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. The matter was referred to the State executive com¬ 
mittee. 

The Ciimr^iax. State executive committee? 

Mi\ Joiixsox. That is right. 

The Ciiairmax. Did they in tui’ii refer it to the Xhitional (’ontrol 
Commission ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. AVe sent—that is the one who is in charge of the 
disciplinary committee in our own paiMy in the Stat(* of ^lichigan, 
refers these matters to the Control Commission of the pai'ty. 
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The Chairman. What did you do? The brancli offices refers it to 
you ? 

Mr. Johnson. The brancli acts on it. 

The Chairman. And refers the matter to tlie State coiniiiittee? 

Mr. Johnson. Tliat is right. 

The Chairman. And the State committee refers it to some local 
official in the State who is connected with the Control Commission ? 

Mr. Johnson. No. 

The Chairman. Who is he after the State committee? 

Mr. Johnson. The State control commission refers the matter to- 
the National Control Commission. 

The Chairman. Control commission ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. I should use the term ‘^State disci¬ 
plinary committee.’^ 

The CiiAimiAN. And the National Control Commission has the final 
say? 

JNIr. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairman. All right; proceed. 

Jlr. Mattheavs. Who reports from your State to the National Con¬ 
trol Commission in such cases involving ex|)iilsion ? 

IMr. Johnson. For the reasons previously stated, I cannot divulge- 
the name. 

The Chairaian. He asked you what official; is that right? 

Mr. Maithews. Yes. 

Mr. eJoiiNSON. The head of the disciplinary committee. 

The Chairaian. What is his title? ''Chairman of the disciplinary 
committee”? 

ilr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. Has anyone been expelled from the ])arty in Mich¬ 
igan during the month of Ajiril 1040? 

Mr. Johnson. I don't think so. 

Mr, Matthews. During the month of March 1940? 

Mr. Johnson. Not this year, to my knoAvledge. 

]\Ir. Matthews. You don’t recall aiy^one who has been ex})elled dur¬ 
ing the year 1910? 

Mr. Johnson. No; T don’t. 

The Chairaian. I did not get this ATiy clear. Mr. Johnson, you 
sa}^ you liaA^e been in the paily since what year? Was it 1900 and 
Avhat ? 

^Ir. Johnson. 1932. 

Tlie Chairaian. 1932? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. T would like to have—1932. 

The Chairaian. What has been your occupation during that period? 
4Vhere have you worked? 

IMr. Johnson. Well, during that period? 

The Chairaian. Yes. 

Mr. Johnson. Of course, during the time I Avas county secretary at 
Chicago- 

The Chairaian. Of the jiarty? 

IMr. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairaian. I am talking about in any industry or any other 
Avork outside of the party Avork. Have you done any work outside of 
the ])arty Avork since 1932? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. 
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The Chairman. AVhat vas that work? 

Ml*. Johnson. I am a painter by trade. 

The Chair:man. You are a painter by trade? 

Mr. Johnson, That is ri^lit. I was secretary of one of the largest 
painters’ local unions in the country. 

The Chairman. Largest? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairman. What was that ? 

]Mr. Johnson. GJ7. 

The Chairman. What ? 

^[r. Johnson. Painters’ Local Union 637. 

The Chatr:>ian. That is in Chicago? 

Mr. Johnson. That is in Chicago. 

The Cii air:man. How long were secretary? From what year 
to what year? 

Mr. Johnson. I think it was 1934. 

The Chairman. 1934. Dui’ing that one year you were secretary 
of that local ? 

^Ir. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairman. Well, did you receive a salary as secretary of the 
local? 

Mr. Johnson. I did as secretary of the local. 

The Chair:man. And that was your work during that particular 
yea r ? 

]Mr. Johnson. Well, it was not a salary. I had to work in the 
shop in addition to that. 

The CiiAiR^iAN. During that time did 3^011 have a position with 
the Communist Party? 

]\rr. Johnson. Xo. I was a member of the Communist Party. 

44ie CiiAiioiAN. Just a member, but 3^011 had no position with the 
Communist Part 3 " at tliat time? 

]\Ir. Johnson. That is right. 

The Ciiair:man. Did 3^011 hold any office in the Communist PaiD" 
at (hat time—during 1934? 

^Ir. Johnson. Xo: 1 did not hold any office. 

The Chairaian. Xow, during 1934 how did 3^011 supplement your 
income ? Did 3^011 do that painting? 

^Ir. Johnson. That is right. I worked in the shop. 

The Chairaian. What shop did 3TJU work in? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I haAT worked in practically all the big shops 
in the city of Chicago. 

The Chairman. Have vou worked- 

:Mr. Jnii NSON. In the union shojis. 

The Chairman. Have 3 ’ou worked fairly steadil 3 ^ during the period 
from 193-i to the present time in the shops as a painter? 

^Ir. Johnson. Well, as 3x111 know the painters don't work steadil3% 
all the vear round. 

The Chairman. 1 mean insofar as painter’s work is con(‘erned. 

iMr. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairaian. You have worked steadil 3 ^ during that period? 

iNlr. Johnson. I did. 

Tlie Chairaian. At no time have you depended wholly upon your 
salaiy from the Communist Part 3 ^ for a living? 
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^Ir. Johnson. Well, not iit that time. I was not getting a salary 
from the Communist Party. 

The Chairman. Well. 1 mean since you started getting a salary 
from the Communist Party you have continued to work in the shops 
whenever you could get a job, is that right? 

i\Ir. Johnson. No; I don't. 

The Chairman. You don't do any outside work now? 

^ h \ Johnson. All of my time is devoted to the Party. 

The Chairman. To the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

The CiiAiR^iAN. Were you employed by the AY. P. A. during any 
of this period ? 

^[r. Johnson. During what period? 

The Chairman. Since the AY P. A. started. Have you ever been 
emploA^ed by the AA^. P. A. ? 

]Mr. Johnson. Let me see. Employed on the C. AAY A. as a union 
painter. 

The Chatr 3 ian. You haven't been employed since the AA". P. A. 
was formed to take the place of the C. AY. A., have you? 

jMr. Johnson. No. 

The Chairaian. Now. since you were secretary of this large local, 
what other ]K)sition have yon held in any union? 

Air. Johnson. In any union? 

The CiiAiRAiAN. In any union; yes? 

Air. Johnson. AAYll, I was delegate to the paintei’s' distidct council 
and to the Chicago Federation of Labor. 

The Chairaian. Delegate selected by the local union ? 

Air. Johnson. Elected by the local union. 

The Chairaian. I mean elected by the local union of which you were 
at one time secretary? 

Air. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chairaian. You were tlie delegate elected by tliat union to what 
convention? AAdiat year was that convention? 

Air. Johnson. AAYll, I was elected in the local union—in the local 
union during the period of elections when they take ]dace every June. 

The Chairaian. About what year was that when you were a dele¬ 
gate ? 

Air. Johnson. I believe it was in '33 or '34. 

The Chairaian. Now. did you hold any other jiosition with the 
exception of delegate and secretai\y in any union? 

Air. Johnson. AYell, I was also secretary of the committee for unem¬ 
ployment insurance and I'elief. 

The Chairaian. For what union ? 

Air. Johnson. For quite a large number of local unions in the city of 
Chicago—a]iproximately 60 or more. 

The Chairaian. AYhat year was that, sir? 

Air. Johnson. During the same time—1933 to 1934. 

The Chairaian. Yh)u mean that all of the unions had a committee 
for unemployment and what was the other—insurance? 

Air. Johnson. ATes. We had a committee that would promote the 
movement for unenqiloyment insurance and relief; a committee that 
sponsored or. the committee that supiioi'ted the unemidoyment insur¬ 
ance bill that was inti-odnced by Congressman Lundeen. 
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]Mi‘. Ma'itiiews. AVtis that organization known as tho Aincnacan Fed- 
ei'ation of Labor rank and tile for unoinployinent insurance ? 

]\Ir. Johnson. Tliat is riirlit. 

The CiiAiHiMAN. 13iit it was selected, as T understand, the iiieinhers 
of tlie committee were elected- 

]\Ir. Johnson. Duly elected by the k^cal union. 

The CiiAiKMAN. By some bO unions in Chicago? 

^Ir. Johnson. That is right. 

The Chaiioian. xVnd then the committee elected yon as its secretary, 
is that correct ( 

Mr . Johnson. Correct, at a conference. 

The Chaiioian. Xow, outside of that connection or positicm, have 
yon held any other position in any union ? 

[Xo answer.] 

Tlie Chair:m AN. Yon have got three positions, as 1 recall it: Delegate, 
secretary of this local, and secretary of this committee. Xow, have 
yon held any other positions in any union? 

Mr. Johnson. I don't believe so, ^Mr. Chairman. 

The Chair:man. Well, do yon have any doubt about it. or is your 
memory somewhat hazy on the cjnestion or are yon fairly certain? 

]Mr. Johnson. Onr local union called quite a number of conferences, 
and I participated in these confei*ences and was elected on the com¬ 
mittee. 

The CiiAiLoiAN. Yon mean conferences on different union matters? 

]Mr. JoirNSON. That is right. 

The Chair:man. And those conferences were over a ])eriod of vears ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is riglit. 

The Chairiman. Xo particular year. Yon mean from time to 
time ? 

Mr. Johnson. Eight. 

The Chair^ian. Yonr union has conferences and yon haAe par- 
tici])ated as a delegate or rei^resentative on the conference? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

The C'hatrzuan. Elected by tlie members of the union? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Tlie Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Johnson, is this A. F. of L. rank-and-file 
committee an official A. F. of L. organization ? 

Mr. Johnson. It was an official A. F. of L. oiganization in the 
sense that local unions elected their representatives to represeiit them 
and it was sn]i])orted by the local unions. Of course, the committee 
was not recognized by William (fiven. Xevertheless the local unions 
recognized the committee and carried on the fight for unemployment 
insurance. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. You no doubt know that the Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission issued a cease and desist order prohiliiting this oi’ganiza- 
tion fi’om using the name **A. F. of L." on the ground that if was a 
Communist organization ? 

(Xo answer.) 

Mr. rvlATTHEWS. You know that, don't yon ? 

Mr. Johnson. That was not true, that it was a Communist organi¬ 
zation. 
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Mr. ]\Iattiiews. 1 am asking you if you know the Federal Trade 
Conmiission issued a ceUvSe and desist order prohibiting you from 
using tlie name ‘"A. F. of L.”? 

]\Ir. Joiixsox. That—that- 

i\Ir. INIatthews. Well, is that true or not? 

Mr. Joiixsox. They did, that is true, but I am not sure, ]Mr. Chair¬ 
man— 

The Chairimax. You are denying—you admit they issued the order, 
but your statement is that it was not predicated upon facts. In other 
words, it wasn’t a Communist organization, is that what you would 
say ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. I would like to consult with my attorney for one 
moment. 

Mr. Chairman, I recall a statement by the Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission making such—having contained within it some remarks as 
^Matthews indicated, but whether or not the Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission ordered this committee to not use the name, I don’t remember. 

The Chairma^. But at any rate you continued to use it, didn't 

]Mr. JoHXSox. We did. It was officially disbanded. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask permission 
to introduce the cease and desist order into the record at this point. 

The Chairmax. All right. 

(The Federal Trade Commission cease and desist order referred 
to by ]\Ir. Matthews was made a part of the record.) 


United States of America 

BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

In the Matter ot' A. F. of L. Trade Union Coininittee for Unemployment In- 
isnrance and Relief, Louis Weinstock, Abraliam Baskol'f, Rickard M. Kroon, 
Frank Mozer, J. Anderson, A. Allen, Elmer .Toknson, Rokei’t C. Brown, Harry 
Bridges, David Gordon, Elmer Brown, Ben Gerjoy, Dora Znkor (or Zneker), 
C. Taylor, Lnigi Genovese, M. Manes (or ]\[anis), T. L. Major, A. Edwards, G. 
Alston, M. Balya, G. Spagnol, A. W. McPherson, Karl Maisus (or Masis), A. 
Weiner, William Thacker, E. Crews, F. Phillips, A. Fleming, and Charles B. 
Killinger. Docket No. 2531 

COMPLAINT 

Pursuant to the provisions of an Act of Congre.ss, entitled “An Act to Create 
a Federal Trade Commission, to detine its powers and duties, and for other 
purposes'’, the Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that the 
A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unemployment Insurance and Relief, 
hereinafter referred to as respondent association, Louis Weinstock, Abraham 
Baskoff, Richard M. Kroon, Frank ^lozer, J. P. Anderson, A. Allen, Elmer John¬ 
son, Robert C. Brown, Harry Bridges, David Gordon, Elmer Brown, Ben Gerjoy, 
Dora Znkor (or Zneker), C. Taylor, Luigi Genovese, M. Manes (or Manis), T. L. 
Major, A. Edwards, G. Alston, JI. Balya, G. Spagnol, A. W. McPherson, Karl 
Maisus (or Masis), A. Weiner, William Thacker, E. Crews, F. Phillips, A. Flem¬ 
ing, and Charles B, Killinger, hereimifter referred to as respondent individuals, 
have been and now are using unfair methods of competition in commerce as 
“commerce” is defined in said Act, and it appearing to the Commission that 
a proceeding by it in resiiect thereof would he in the public interest, hereby 
issues its complaint, stating its charges in that respect as follows; 

Paragraph (5ne: Resp<indcnt association, A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee 
for Unemployment Insurance and Relief, is an nr.incorporated, voluntary as.so- 
eiatioii of persons, having its principal office and jdace of business at 1 Union 
Square, New York City, in the State of New York. Itespondent individuals, Louis 
Weinstock, Abraham Baskoff, Elmer Brown, Ben Gerjoy, Dora Ziikor (or Zucker), 
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Jill of tlie City of Now York, State of New York; Richard M. Kroon, A. Allen, 
G. Alston, all of the City of Detroit, State of Michipiii; Frank Mozer, A. Fleming, 
both of the City of I’hiladelphia, State of Pennsylvania; E. Crews of the City 
of Pittsburgh, State of Poniisylvania; Robert C. Rrown of the City of Butte, 
State of Montana : Harry Bridges, of the City of San Frajiscisco, Stale of Cali¬ 
fornia; J. P. Anderson of the City of Washington, District of C\)lninbia ; Elmer 
Johnson of the City of Chicago, State of Illinois; C. Taylor of the City of Cleve¬ 
land. State of Ohio; David (iordon of Middh' Village, Long Island, State of New 
York: Luigi (Jenovese of the C'ity of Rochester, State of New York; A. W. Mc- 
Pherscm of the City of Clairton, State of INmnsylvania ; Charles B. Killinger of 
the City of Flint, State of Michigan; and M. Manes (or ^lanis), T. L. iSla.ior, A. 
Fdwar<ls, M, Balya, G. Spagnol, Karl ^laisus (or IMasis), A. Weiner, William 
Thacker and F. I’hillips, whose addresses are unknown, are members of the 
respondent association and comi)ose a “national committee’’ for tln^ purpose of 
supervising and directing all of the activities of the respondent association, in¬ 
cluding the publication and distribution of the “A. F. of L. Rank and File Fed- 
era tioniv«t”. 

One of the principal purposes for the organization of the respondent association 
by the respondent individuals was and is the publication each month of a inaga- 
zine entitled ‘CV. F. of L. Rank and File Ft'derationist”. The publication of this 
magazine began in the month of January, 11K14, and has, with a few exceptions, 
continned monthly. 

pARAoiiAPii Two: In the course and conduct of the business of publishing the 
magazine, “A. F. of L. liank and File Federationist,” hereinbefore mentioned, 
the respondent individuals, acting through and by the aforesaid respondent 
association, sell and .solicit the sale of the aforesaid magazine between and 
among the various states’ of the United States and in the District of Columbia, 
and cause co])ies of the afoi'esaid magazine when sold, to lie transported from 
the ])lace of business of the respondent association in New York City to the 
purchas(u*s of such copies, some located in the Slate of New Y'ork and others 
located in various other states of the United States, and there is now and 
has l)een for more than one year last past a constant current of trade and 
commerce' by the re.spondent association and respondent individuals in such 
magazine l etween and among the various states of the United States 

In the cour.se and conduct of their business the respondent association and 
respondent individuals are now and for more than one year last past have 
been in snb.stantial cnin])etition with other associations ami individuals, and 
with corporations, firms and partnerships engaged in the sale of magazines 
between and among the various states of the United States. Among sucli 
■competitors is the American Federation of I^ahor. hereinafter desciabed, which 
now and for more than oiu' year last ])ast has ])Uhlished a monthly magazine 
hnown as the “American Federationist.” bereinafter described. 

1‘ARAORAPH Thi;i:e: In l^^Sl an unincorporated association was organized in 
tbe Unit('d States under the name of "bW.eiation of Organized Trades and 
Labor Unions of the United States and Canada.” whioh name was, in tbe 
year 1880. changed tn “American Federation of Labor.” Tins organization con¬ 
sists of local, national, and international unions, and directly affiliated with 
It are approximately 482 federations with approximately 72.^) central boards 
and approximately i,3.o0 local unions. The aggregate number of persons affi- 
lialed with tbe American Federation of Labor is approximately 3,000,000. 

The initials “A, F. of L.”. through their use by the American Federation of 
Labor and by its local, national, and international labor unions, its affiliated 
federations, central boards and local unions, are now and have lieen for more 
than one year last past knovai and understood by the American Federation of 
Labor, its local, natinnal. and international labor unions, its affiliated federa¬ 
tions, central boards and local unions, and by the general public, as initials for 
the aforesaid American Federation of Labor, and as a designation of the afore¬ 
said organization. 

Tlie American Federation of Labor has since 1804 published monthly as its 
official m.'igazine the “American Federationist”. which has a circulation 
throiurhoiit the various states of the United States to more than 110,000 snh- 
.^criberc. Through and by its use since 1804 of the term “American Federa¬ 
tionist” hv the American Federation of r^ai)or for its aforesaid magazine, the 
word “Federationist”, when used as a designation of a magazine, has l)ecome 
known to the ,\moricnn Federation of liabnr, its local, national and internationnl 
labor unions, its affiliated federations, central boards and local unions, and to 
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the imrchasin^ public as an abbreviated designation for the magazine “American 
Federationist”. 

Paragraph Four : The use by the respondent association and respondent indi¬ 
viduals of the name “A. F. of L. Trade Fnion Coiumittee for Unemployment 
Insurance and Relief”, and of the name “A. F. of L. Rank and File Federa¬ 
tionist'’, has the capacity and tendency to mislead and deceive members of the 
American Federation of Labor and the punLasing public into the beliefs that the 
respondent association, A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unemployment 
Insurance and Relief, is a committee of the American Federation of Labor, 
and that the said pnbli(‘ation is a idiblicatioii of the American Federation of 
Labor, and to purchase the aforesaid “A. F. of L. Rank and File Federationist” 
in such erroneous beliefs; thereby trade is diverted by respondent association 
and respondent individuals from their competitors who do not by the \ise of 
names for their pul)lications or by the use of names for associations, mislead 
and deceive the purchasing iiublic, and thereby sn))stantial injury is done by 
respondent association and respondent individuals to substantial competition in 
interstate commerce. 

Paragraph Five: The al)ove alleged a<’ts and practices of the respondent 
association and the respondent individua.ls are to the prejudice of the public 
and to the competitors of the said respondents, and constitute unfair methods 
of comi)etition in commei*ce within the intent and meaning <if t^ectbui 5 of an 
Act of Congress entitled “An Act to (’rente a Federal Trade (''ommission, to 
define its powers and duties, and for other purposes”, apjiroved September 
20, 1014. 

Wherefore the Pre^iises considered, the Federal Trade Commission, on this 
30th day of August, A, !>., 193o, now here issues this its (Munplaint against 
respondents. 

NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given you. A. F. of 1.. Trade Union (’oinmittee for Unem¬ 
ployment Insurance and Relief, respondent association, and Louis Weinstock, 
Abraham Paskoff, Ricliaivl 'SI. Kroon, Frank Mozer, .1. P. Anderson, A. Allen, 
Elmer Johnson, Robert C. Prown, Harry Piadges, l>avi<l Cordon, Flmer Prown, 
Pen Gerjoy. l)<»ra Znzor (or Ziicker), C. Taylor, Luigi (Jenovese, M. iMaiies (or 
INlanis), T. L. l\laj<»r, A. Edwards, G. Alston, iM. Palya, (J. Spagnol, A. W. 
McPhor.son, Karl Maisus (or IMasis), A. Weiner, William Thaek(u% E. Crews, 
F. Idiillips, A. Fleming, and Charles P. Killinger, re.spondent individuals, tliat 
tlie 4th day of October, A. I>.. 193o. at 2:00 o’clock in the afternoon, is hereby 
fixed as the tinns and the offices (»f the lATloral Trade C<unmlssion in the City 
of Washington, D. C., as the place, when and where a hearing will be had on 
the charges set forth in this comxJaint, at which time and place y<»u shall 
have the right, under said Act, to apjiear and show cause wliy an oialer should 
not be entered by said (’ommission recpiiring you to (-ease and desist from the 
violation of the law cliarged in the c«unplaint. 

You are notified and required, on or before the twemtieth day after service 
upon yon of this complaint, to file with the Commission an answ(*r to the 
complaint. If answer is filed, and if your appearance at the place and on the 
date above stated be not required, due noti<‘e to that (‘ffect will be given you. 
The Rules of I’ractice adojjted by the Commission with n'spect to answers or 
failures to appear or answer (Rule V) provi<]e as follows: 

Ca) Ill ease of desire to contest the proceeding, the respondent shall, within 
20 days from the service of the (‘oiiqdaint, file with the Commission an answer 
tfr the complaint. Such answer shall contain a short and simple statement of 
tli(‘ facts whicli constitute the ground of defense. Respondent shall specifically 
admit or deny or (‘Xiilain each of the facts alleged in the complaint, unless 
respondent is without knowledge, in which cas(‘ respondent shall so state, such 
statement operating as a denial. Any allegation of the complaint not speci¬ 
fically denied in the answer, unless resjxiiulent shall state in tlie answer that 
respondent is witliout knowledge, slmll he deemed to be admitted to be true 
and may be so found by the (’ommission. 

(h) 111 case resiiondent desires to waiv(‘ hearing on tlie cliarges set forth in 
the comidaint and not to contest the iiroceeding, the answer may con.sist of a 
statement that rcspombuit refrains from f-ontesting the proceeding (tr that re¬ 
spondent consents that the Commission may inaki', enter, and serve upon 
re.spondent an order to cease and desist from tlie violations of tlie law alleged 
in tlie complaint, or that resjioiident admits all the allegations of the complaint 
to be true- Any such answer shall be deemed to be an admission of all the 
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nlloj^atious of tli(‘ complaint, (o waiv(' a licariiii; 11i(m*('oii, and to anlliorize the 
Commission, without a trial, witliout cvidtaicc, and without tindinj^s as to the 
facts or other ini erven in.ii: procedure, to makis cuter, issue and s(*rve iii)on 
resiiondeiit : 

(c) In cas(‘s arising' undcu* Section o of tlu‘ Act of ConjLiri'Ss api)rov('d Sep- 
ttinber Hd, IS)14. (uitith'd “An Act to (h*eat(' a C('d(‘ral Tra.de Commission, to 
d(‘tine its i)ow(*rs and duties, and feu* other jairposes” tThe Fedeu’al Trade Com¬ 
mission Act), 

******* 

—an ordm* to cease and desist from the' violations of law char^vd in the 
ceunplaint. 

******* 

(f) f^ailure of the r(‘si)ondent to appear or to tih' an answer within the time 
as above provided for sh;ill be deenieel to be* an admission of all alleviations 
of the coiniilainf and to authorize' the Commis.sion to tind them to be true and 
to waiv(' heai’invis on the chariics set forth in the complaint. 

In witnkss whereof, the Federal Trade Commission has caused this, it.s com¬ 
plaint, to 1)(* signed by its Seen'tary. and its ollieial s(‘al U> be hereto affixed 
at Washington, I>. C., this .'tOtli day of August, A. I)., 19d5. 
r>y the Commission. 

[sELvLl Otis P>. Johnson, f^ccrctanj. 


United States of xVmehica 

BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE CO^ntlSSION AT A REGULAR SESSION OF THE FEDERAL TRADE 
rOMillS.siON. HELD AT ITS OITICB IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, D. C., ON THE 
isTH day of NOVEMBITL A. 1). lor.o 

Comraissioiu'rs: Charles II. March, chairman; Garland S. Ferguson, Jr., 
Kwin L. Davis, William A. Ayres. liobert E. Freer. 

In the Matter of A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unemployment In¬ 
surance and Relief. Louis Wein.stock, Abraliaiu Baskoff. Richard M. Kroon, 
Frank Mozer, J. l\ Anderson, A. Allen, Elmer Jolni.son, Robert C. Brown, Harry 
Bridges, David Gordon, Elmer Brown, Bon Gei'joy. Dora Znkor (or 55ucker), 
i\ Taylor, Luigi Genovese, M. Manes (or Manis), T. L. Major, A. Edwards, G. 
Alston, M. Balya, G. Spagnol, A. W. McPhers(»n. Karl Maisiis (or Masis), A. 
IVciuei*, 'William Thacker. E. Crews, F. Phillips, A. Fleming, and Charles B. 
Killinger. Docket Xo. 2531. 

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS AND CONCLUSION 

Pursuant to the jirovisioiis of an Act of (Congress approved September 20, 
3914, entitled “An Act to create a Federal Trade Commission, to define its 
powers and duties, and for otlier purposes”, the Federal Trade Commission, on 
August 30, 193.), issued and served its ('oinjilaint in this proceeding upon 
respondents A. F. of L. Ti*ade Union Committee for Unemployment Insurance 
and Relief, hereinafter referred to as rcsjiondciit a.ssociation, Louis MTinstock, 
.yiraliam B; .^knff. Richard M. Kroon. Frank Mozer. J. ]\ Anderson, A. Allen, 
I'dim*!’ Johnson, Robert (\ Brown. Ilai'ry Bridges, David Gordon, Elmer Brown, 
Ben Gerjoy. Dora Ziickor (or Zncker), (\ Taylor, Luigi Genovese. M. Manes (or 
Manis). T. L. Major, A. Edwards. G. Alston, M. Balya, G. Spagnol A. 'W. :\Ic- 
PlKU'son. Karl Maisiis (or Masis). A. Weiner, William Thacker, E. Crews, 
1. Philipjis. A.^ Fleming, and Charles P>. Killinger, heieiiiaftc'i* refei’red to aa 
respondi'iit individuals, charging (hem with the use of unfair methods of com- 
jM'tition in commerce in violation of the iiritvisions of said Act. After the 
issuance of said eomplaint. and the filing of res])ond(‘nts‘ answers thereto, testi' 
inony and ntlau*' evid('iie(' in snj)ijoi*t of the allegations of said comidaint were 
inti’odnecd by Edward L. Smith, attorney foi* th(‘ Commission, before John W. 
Xorwood,^ an examiner ol the ('oinmission (h('retofoi*e duly designated by it 
(Harry Saelier, attorney for the re.spoiidents, having waivi'd the introdin'tion 
ot testimony and oth(‘r evidence in opjjosition tr) the allegations of the eoin- 
plaiiit), and said testimony and otlu'r evid»uie(' in support of the allegations 
of the eomplaint were duly reeoi*ded and filed in the otliee of the Commission. 
1 hereafter tlie proceeding i*egnlarly came on for final hearing before the Com- 
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mission on the said complaint, the answer thereto, testimony and evidence,, 
hriefs in support of the complaint and in opposition thereto, hut without oral 
argument, respondents having waived oral argument; and the Commission 
having duly considered the record and being now fully advised in the premises, 
finds that this proceeding is in the interest of the public, and makes this its 
findings as to the facts and its conclusion drawn therefrom : 

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS 

Paragraph One: Respondent association, A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee 
for Unemployment Insurance and Relief, is an unincorporated, voluntary asso¬ 
ciation of persons, having its principal office and place of business at 1 Union 
Square, New York City, in the State of New York. Respondent individuals, 
Louis Weinstock, Abraham Baskoff, Kliner Brown, Ben Cerjoy, Dora Ziikor 0>r 
Zucker), all of the t'ity of New York, State of New York; Richard M. Kroon, 
A. Allen, G. Alston, all of the City of Detroit, State of Michigan; Prank Mozer, 
A. Fleming, both of the City of Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania ; E. Crews 
of the City of Pittsburgh, State of Penn.sylvania ; Robert C. Brown of the City of 
Butte, State of Montana; Harry Bridges, of the ('ity of San Francisco, State 
of California ; J. P. Ander.son of the City of Washington, District of Columbia; 
Elmer Johnson of the ("ity of Chicago, State of Illinois; C. Taylor of the City 
of Cleveland, State of Oliio; David Gordon of Middle Village, Long Island, 
State of New York; Luigi Genovese of the City of Rochester, State of New York; 
A. W. McPherson of the (Mty of Clairton, State of Pennsylvania; Charles B. 
Killinger of the City of Flint, State of Michigan; and M. INlanes (or Manis,) 
T. L. Major, A. Pklwards, 'SI. Balya, G. Spagnol. Karl Maisns (or J^Iasis), A. 
Weiner, William Thacker and F. Phillips, whose addresses are unknown, are 
members of the respondent association and compose a “national committee” 
for the purpose of supervising and directing all of the activities of the re¬ 
spondent association, including the publication and distribution of the “A. F. 
of L. Rank and File Federationilst”. 

One of the principal purposes for the organization of the respondent associa¬ 
tion by the respondent individuals was the iiublication each month of a maga¬ 
zine entitled “A. F. of L. Rank and File F(‘derati<)nist". The publication of this 
magazine began in the month of January, 11)84. and continued through October, 
1985. 

Paragraph Two: In the course and conduct of the business of publishing the 
magazine, “A. F. of L. Rank and Fib‘ Federationist”, hereinbefore nuMitioned, 
the respondent individuals, acting through and I)y the aforesaid respondent 
association, sold and solicited the sale of the aforesaid magazine between and 
among the various states of the United States and in the Di.strict of Columbia, 
and caused copies of the aforesaid magazine when sold, to be transported from 
the place of business of the respondent association in New York Pity to the 
purchasers of such copies, some located in the State of New York and others 
located in various other states of the United States, and there was from 
January, 1984, to ami until October, 1935, a constant current of trade and 
commerce by the respondent association and respondent individuals in such 
magazine between and among the various states of the United States. 

In the course and conduct of their business the respondent as.sociation and 
respondent individuals have been in substantial competition with other associa¬ 
tions and individuals, and with corporations, firms and partnerships engaged 
in the sale of magazines between and among the various states of the United 
States. Among such competitors is the American Federation of Labor, here¬ 
inafter de.scribed, which now and for more than one year last past has published 
a monthly magazine known as the “American Federationist”, hereinafter 
described. 

Paragraph Three: In 1881 an unincorporated association was organized in 
Uie United States under the name of “lYderation of Organized Trades and 
Labor Unions of the United States and Canada”, which name v/as, in the year 
I8SG, changed to “American Federation of Labor”. This organization con.sists 
of 110 national and international unions, 1154 local unions, and about 3,615.000 
members. 

The initials “A. F. of L.”, through their use by the Ameri(\an Federation of 
Labor and by its local, national, and international labor unions, its affiliated 
federations, central boards and local unions, are now and for more than one 
year last past have been known and understood by the American Federation 
of Labor, its local, national and international labor unions, its affiliated federa- 
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tioiis, l)()ar(ls and 1 (‘k*<i 1 unions, and l).v the j^onoral as initials 

for th(' af(M‘osaid Aniori(*aii Ft*doration of Lalior, and as a dosij^nation of the 
aforosaid organization. 

Tho Anioriean Federtion of Labor has since 1804 published monthly as its 
oflicial magazine the “American Federationist”, which has a circulation through¬ 
out the various states of the UnitcMi Stales to more tlian 110,(M)t) suhscribers. 
Through and ))y its use since 1804 of tlie term “American Federationist” i>y 
the American Fedt*rntion of l^ahor for its aforesaid magazine, tiie word “Fed- 
erationisl”, when used as a designation of a magazine, has become known to 
the American Federation of Labor, its local, national and international labor 
unions, its alliliated federations, c('ntral Itoards and local unions, and to the 
purchasing pu))lic as an abin-evitited designation for th(‘ magazine “American 
Federationist”. 

Paragkapii Four: Respondent association was not a committee of the Ameri¬ 
can Federation of Labor nor was the aforesaid A. F. <»f L. Rank and File 
Federationist, a publication of the American Federation of Labor. The use 
by tlu‘ ri'spondent association and by respondent individuals of the name “A. V. 
of L. Trade I'nion Committee for Unemployment Insurance and Relief” and of 
the name “A. F. of L. Rank and File Federationist” was without the authority 
or permission <^f the American Federation of Laboi*. 

Paragraph Five: The use by the respondent association and respondent indi¬ 
viduals of the name “A. F. of 1^. Trade Union Committee for Unemployment 
Insurance and Relief”, and of the name “A. F. of L. Rank and File PYdera- 
tionist”, has had the capacity and tendency to mislead and deceive members 
of the American Federation of Labor and the purchasing public into the beliefs 
that the respondent association, A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unem- 
idoyment Insurance and Relief, was a committee of the American Federation of 
liabor, and that the said publication was a publication of the American Fed¬ 
eration of Labor, and to purchase the aforesaid “A. F. of L. Rank and File 
Federationist” in such erroneous beliefs: thereby trade has been diverted by 
respondent association and respondent individuals from their competitors who 
do not mislead and deceive and who have not misled and deceived the pur¬ 
chasing public by the use of names for their publications or by the use of 
names for associations. Thereby substantial injury has been done by respondent 
association and respondent individuals to substantial competition in interstate 
commerce. 

CONCLUSION 

The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondent association, A. F. of L. 
Trade Union Committee for Unemployment Insurance and Relief, and respond¬ 
ent individuals Louis Weinstock, Abraham Baskoff, Richard M. Kroon, Frank 
INIozer, J. P. Anderson, A. Allen. Elmer Johnson, Robert C. Brown, Harry 
Bridges, David Gordon, Elmer Brown, Ben Gerjoy, Dora Zukor (or Zucker), 
C. Taylor, Luigi Genovese, yi. Manes (or ]Manis), T. L. Major, A. Edwards, 
G. Alston, M. Balya, G. Spagnol. A. W. McPherson, Karl Maisus (or Masis), A. 
Weiner, William Thacker, E. Crews, F. Phillips. A. Fleming, and Charles B. 
Killinger, are to the prejudice of the public and of respondents’ competitors, 
and constitute unfair methods of competition in commerce, within tho intent 
and meaning of Section 5 of an Act of Congress, approved September 20, 1014, 
entitled “An Act to create a Federal Trade Commission, to define its powers 
and duties, and for other purposes”. 

By the Commission. 

fsEALl Charles H. IMarch, Chairman. 

Dated this 18th day of November, A. D. 1936. 

Attest: 

Otis B. Johnson, Secretary. 


United States of America 

BEFORE FEDERAL .TRADE COMMISSION AT A REGULAR SESSION OF THE FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION, HEIJI AT ITS OFFICE IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, D. C., ON THE 18TH 
DAY OF NO\’EMBER, A. D. 1936 

Commissioners Charles H. March, Chairman, Garland S. Ferguson, Jr., Ewin 
L. Davis, William A. Ayres, Robert E. Freer. 
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In the matter of A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unemployment Insur¬ 
ance and Kelief, Lonis Weinstock, Abraham P.askoff, Hiehard M. Kroon, Frank 
^Nlozer, J. P. Anderson, A. Allen, Elmer J(dinson, Ii« hert C. Brown, Harry 
Bridges, David Gordon, Elmer Brown, Ben Gerjoy, Dora Znkor (or Zncker), 
('. Taylor, Lnigi Genovese, ;M. ]Manes (or INlanis), T. L. ^Major A. Edwards, 
G. Alston, M. Balya, G. Spagnol, A. W. McPherson, Karl Maisns (or Masis), 
A. Weiner, William Thacker, E. Crews, F. Phillips, A. Fleming, and Charles B. 
Killinger. Docket No. 2531. 

ORDEIi TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Commission upon 
the complaitit of the Commission, the answers of the respondents, testimony 
and other evidence taken before John W. Norwood, an examiner of the rvmiinis- 
sion theretofore duly designated by it, in support of the allegations of the 
complaint, (Harry Sacher, attorney for the respondents having waived the 
introdnction of testimony and otlier evidence in opposition to the allegations 
of the complaint), and briefs tiled herein, and the Commission having made its 
tindings as to the facts and its conclusion that the I’cspondents herein have 
violated the provisions of an Act of Congress approved September 26, 1914, 
entitled, “An Act to create a Federal Trade Commi.ssion, to dtllne its powers 
and dnties, and for other purposes’’; 

It is hereby ordered that the respomhmt association, A. F. of L. Trade 
Union Committee for Unemployment Insnrance and Belief, and respondent 
individuals Lonis Weinstock, Abraham Baskoff, Bichard M. Kroon, Frank 
;Mozer, J. P. Anderson, A. Allen, Elmer Johnson, Robert C. Brown, Harry 
Bridges, David Gordon, Elmei- Blown, Ben Gerjoy, Dora Znkor (er Zncker), 
C. Taylor, Lnigi Genovese, ;M. iManes (or ^Manis), T. L. IMajor, A. Edwards, 
G. Alston, M. Balya, G. Spagnol, A. W. iMcPherson, Karl I\laisns (or Masis), 
A. Weiner, William Thacker, E. Crews, F. Phillips, A. Fleming and Charles B. 
Killinger and their resp<*ctive agents, serviints and employees, in connection 
with the sale and offering for sale of magazines in interstate commerce or in 
the District of Colmnbia, do forthwith cease and (h'sist from the nse of the 
name “A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Ihumiployment Insnrance and 
Relief’’ and of the name “A. F. of L. Bank and File F('derationist” and of any 
other name indi<*ating or suggesting that the said respondent association or 
any of its members constitute a committee of the American Federation of 
Labor, or that any publication by them or by any of them so sold and offered 
for sale is a publication of the American Federation of Labor. 

And it is hereby further ordered that the aforesai<i respondent association 
and resiiondent individuals shall, within sixty (60) days after service upon 
them of this order, fde with this Connni.<sion a report in writing setting forth 
in detail the manner and form in which they have complied with this order 

By the (’oinmission. 

[seal] Otts B. Johnson, Secretary. 

Mr, CoiiN. I will object to its introduction unless I have an op])or- 
lunity to examine it and find out what- 

^fr. TnIat^i'Iiews. The witness testified that he recalls there was such 
a cease and desist order issued. 

The CiiAipyiAx. You can offer the order and sIioav the counsel the 
order if you have it. 

^fr. Mattiifavs. Do you know Lewis Weinstock? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes: I know him. 

Mr. ^Matchews. He is also or has Iteen rather prominent in the 
Painters’ Union, has he not, in the Xew Yoi*k local ? 

M]\ Johnson. I knew him at that time. 

Mr. Matthews. Local 9 ? 

Mr. Johnson. Durino- tliat pei*iod I knew him. As a secretary of 
the Painters’ Local Ihiion G37, I knew of Lewis Weinstock. 

Tlie Chairman. MTat position did he hold in the union? 

]\Ir. Johnson. Well, he was secretary of the Painters’ District 
Council Xo. 0 at one time in Xew York, and it was in that capacity 
that 1 had relations with him. 
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Ml*. ^NIattiiiavs. Wei‘e you openly kiioAvn jis i\ nieiuher of the C^oin- 
iniinist Ihirty when you o(*cu])ie(l the position of seeretury of Local 
087—as secretary of the ])ainters' locals 

Mr. Joiixsox. I was known hy many lueinhers of the union as a 
C'onununist. 

Mr. ^I.\*iTTiEws. But you wei*e not known by tlie union as a wliolo 
to he a nieinber of tlie Comnuinist Bai*ty, were you ? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Well, they called me a Communist. I never 
denied it. 

.Mr. ^Matthews. Yon never denied beino' a Communist during' your 
secretai’yshi])? 

Mr. Joiixsox. 1 lun’er had an occasion to make an issue of that. 

Mr. ^Iaithews. You know Lewis AVeinstock as a member of the 
Communist Party, do you not? 

Air. Joiixsox. Xo; T doiTt know him as a member. T knew him 
as a secretary of Disti’ict Council Xo. 9. 

Air. AIatttiews. Air. Johnson, the Communist Pai’ty is a revolu¬ 
tionary party, is it not ( 

Air. Joiix'sox. Yes; in the best traditions of American revolu¬ 
tion a iw. 

Air. AIatthews. It is also revolutionary in the sense as set forth by 
the teachiuii'S of Alarx. Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, is it not? 

Air. JoHXsox. That is true. 

Air. AIai'tiiews. That is. part of your revolution is based on the 
teachin.i^s of those four men, is that coi’rect ? 

Air. Coiix. AI ay I say- 

The CJiaiiemax. AVait a minute. Air. Counsel, let him answer the 
question. 

Air. Coiix. I wish to state that probablv the best authority would 
be the leadin.ii* authorities in the Communist Party. 

The CiiAiKMAX. AAYll, he has a ri.o’ht to ask this witness that ques¬ 
tion. He ah*eady answered as I understand the question. 

Air. Joiixsox. AA'ill you repeat that aoain? 

Tlie CiiAiRMAx. Have you not answered the question—the three 
(piestions that he asked you? 

(Xo answer.) 

The CiiAiioiAx. You have already answered. 

Air. Joiixsox. But theie was one question that he asked here T 
didn't "et. 

The CiiAiioiAX'. AAYll. the same question was answei'ed by the wit¬ 
ness two times. Proceed. 

Air. AIati’iiews. The Communist Party beino-, as you say, a revo¬ 
lutionary oriranization, it is revolutionary as interpreted in the sense 
in which Alarx. Emrels, Lenin, and Stalin .stated it. Isn't it true, 
Air. Johnson, that the i*eason you don't want to ^ive the names of 
anyone in or associated with the Communist Party, is that it is a 
conspiratorial organization which aims at a revolution to dis])lace 
the ca]iitalist system in the United States with a soviet form of 
government ? 

All*. Joiix.sox. Air. Chairman. I object to that question. It is not 
based on any facts at all. I object to it because our jiarty is not a 
conspiratorial or<raniz;ition and all facts and evidence prove the 
contrary. 

The (^iiATUMAX. Youl' answer is that it is not a consjiiratorial 
oriranization ? 

04a:: 1 4o—voi. i:i- Z 
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Mr. Joii^\sox. That it is a legal, open organization that carries 
on its activities before all. 

The CuAinMAX. All right: proceed. 

]Mr. Johnson. And thei*e is nothing to hide. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Are the teachings of Lenin and the others who 
have occupied positions of leadership in the ("ominnnist movement 
such that illegal actions are barred from the work of the Communist 
Party ( 

^Ir. (Ahn. I must ask that the (piestion, unless it is made moi'e 
specific, is meaningless. 

The CnATiniAN. Wait jnst 1 minute, if yon don't mind. 

We have a number of witnesses here on another phase of this 
matter and let ns conclude with this witness. 

Mr. Matthews. AVell, 1 would like to ask the witness if he doesn't 
knovr that Lenin stated that the revolutionaries, if they are to be 
worthy of the name, must employ oi* must combine both illegal and 
legal methods- 

iNIi’. Johnson. Where did you get that statement from? 

iNIi'. ^Matthews. I got that from Lenin. 

iMi*. Johnson. Well. I don't Avant to discuss anything taken out of 
a text as you are doing it now. I would rather see the document. 
1 would rathe}- examine the document, and then I would have to dis¬ 
cuss it in the period that it was said, at the time it aa^ts mentioned. 
I would have to take many things into consideration. 

iMr. ]Mattiieaa"s. In other Avords, you are not prepared to repudiate 
categorically that statement? 

Mr. Johnson. No; that is not the ansAA^r at all. The ansAver is as 
I haA^e given it. 

Mr. M A-rrHEAVS. In the event of a war between the Ihiited States 
and the Soviet Union, ^Ir. Johnson, where woidd your allegiance lie? 

^Ir. Johnson. ]Mr. Chairman, I object to that question on the 
ground that I think it is a war-mongering question. 

The Chajuman. You decline to state? 

]\Ii‘. Johnson. I Avant to answer that question, ^Ir. Chairman, on 
the grounds- 

The CiiATinrAN. But you object to it. You are not ansAvering. 

]\Ir. Cohn. He Avishes to state his objections. 

iMr. Johnson. I object on the ground I think it is a Avar-mongering 
question. 

The CiiAiEMAN. Just a minute. Do you decline to ausAver the 
question ? 

Mr. CoiiN, The Avitness declines. 

The CiiAiuAiAN. We hiwo been very lenient in giving him an ()]q)or- 
tunity to state reasons. He has asked a question, and do you decline 
to ansAver the question ? 

Mr. Johnson. On the grounds, and I Avant the reasons for my 
failure- 

The CiiATEAiAN. I am asking you noAv do you decline to ansAvei* the 
question ? 

iMr. Johnson. For the reason, iMr. Chaii-man - 

The CiiAHiAiAN. All right. 

Ml-. Johnson. That I considei* this (piestion a Avar-mongering (pies- 
tion that possilily Avill Avhi}) up Avar hysteria betAveeu tAvo countries 
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|HM>])le. llie. people of our own eountry and the people of the 
Soviet Union, want peace and that this (piestion on that basis, in 
niv opinion, it is a war-nioiiirorino' (piestion. 

Tlie ChiATiaiAX. All rin-ht. In other words, as I understand you, 
you decline to state whether or not yon ^yould support the United 
States in the event of war between the United States and the Soviet 
T^nion i 

^Ir. Joiixsox. I would say that. 

d1ie UiiAiKMAX. Fo]’ the reason that you decline to answer that for 
the rea>ons stated, is that 7*i.a‘bt ? 

^Ir. JoHXsox. For the reasons stated. 

The CiiAiiJMAX. All lao'ht. ])roceed. 

Mr. Matthews. ^Ir. Johnson, wdien ^Ir. Browder w’as on the stand 
her(‘ he stated that if the United States entered this so-called "impe¬ 
rialistic war“ against the Soviet Union, that he would try to turn it 
into a civil war in th(‘ United States. Do you accept that view? 

]\Ir. Jonxsox. 1 (lon't recall seeini>- that statement, and I dcm’t want 
to discuss it. 

^fr. Matthews. IVill you repudiate that view? 

'Sir. JoHXsox. Because I would have to see the statement, ]\fr. 
Chairman, and I would have to see it in an official document, and 
then I would have to consider that statement in the light of the 
])ei*iod in which it was written. 

The (hi Alim AX. When you say ""official document” do you mean 
you would not accept the heariiiirs of this committee as an official 
d(»cuinent—his statement as recorded in the hearings? 

Mr. CoHX. No. T think what the witness means is that he was not 
accejiting Mr. Matthews' recollection as to wdiat any witness said as 
being the text of any document. 

Tiie Chairmax. Assuming that Earl Browder made the statement, 
would yon repudiate the statement? 

Mr. Joiixsox. Well, I would have to consider the period in which 
lie made that statement. 

The (hiAiimAX. Well, the period was last year. 

Mr. rloHXsox. Then it would have- - 

The Chairmax. Before the pact between Russia and Germany. 

Mr. Matihews. Just after the pact. 

The CHAiR:kiAx. »Jnst after the pact: that is right. 

^Ir. Joiixsox. This is a hypothetical (piestion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. ^Matthews. ^Mr. ,Iohnson. you are familiar with the constitu¬ 
tion and ])rogi’am of th(‘ Communists’ International—you have seen 
this, have you not [exhibiting pamphlet to the witness] ? 

]\Ir. Joiixsox. I have. 

Mr. Mai'thews. I read you from page 84: 

Tho fnndjniieiitnl slo^ins of the C^ommiiiiists’ International must be the fel- 
lowiii.j;: “Oonvi^i't iinperialistic wars into civil war, defeat your own imperialist 
irov(‘riinienr. defend ilie S. S. U. and th(» colonies by every possible means iu 
the <‘\'ent nf imperialist war ai^ainst them.*’ 

Mr. Cohx. Ai*e you through? 

Tlie UiiAiRHAX. He has read it. 

Mr. (/oiix. I would like to know the date on which tliat Avas writ¬ 
ten ( 
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Mr. JNIattiiews. This is the constitution of the Communists' In¬ 
ternational. 

Mr. Cohn. I did not ask that. I asked the date on whi(*h it was 
written i 

Mr. ^Iatthews. July 1928. Ado])te(l by the Sixth Congress of the 
Communists’ International and is still in force, according* to the wit¬ 
nesses who have been before the committee. 

This particular document was juanted by the Workers Librai-y of 
Publishers in February of lOoG [handing pamphlet to ]SIr. Cohn]. 

l\Ir. Johnson. Mr. Chairman. I don't think that it is witljin the 
sc()])e of this committee to ])r{)be into my oj)inions. 

The Chaikman. But yon are a re])resentative of this party and this 
is the constitution of the International. Mr. ^Matthews is asking- you 
whether you subscribe to this. Yon ccrtaiidy can say whether you 
sul)scribe to it or not. 

Mr. Johnson. But this document was written in a ])eriod unlike 
the period now and it would have been considei-ed under those cir- 
vcumstances. 

The CiiAimsrAN. Regardless of the ])eriod under which it was wi*it- 
ten. do you subscribe to it now unde]’ this period ? 

Mr. Johnson. I would have to i-ead the entire document. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Johnson, how many world con^i-esses liave 
there been since this was ad()])ted ? 

]\Ii'. Johnson. I think thei’e were six. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. No, since this Avas adopted. This was adojhed at 
the Sixth World Congress in 1928. How many Avorld congi’esses 
of the Communists’ International have there been since that time? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, there have been 7 Avorld congresses, of course. 

^Ir. Matthews. No, thei e has been one. You know there has only 
been one woi’ld congress since 1928, is that I’ight ? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. IMaithews. The Seventh World Congi’ess held in ^loscow in 
1935, in August, is the only world congress of the Communists’ In¬ 
ternational held since 1928. You know that is coi’rect ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. IMatitiews. Did the Seventh AVoi'ld Congress abolish this con¬ 
stitution or in any way amend it? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, I am not an authority on this question. 

Mr. IMatthews. Well, as a member of the Communist Party and 
one of the State secretaries, you must know a matter like that, don’t 
you ? 

Mr. Johnson. It further developed the thesis contained within 
that document. 

Mr. IMatthews. You know that the Seventh World Congress did 
not in any way amend this constitution, don’t you ? 

]\Ir. Johnson. It further developed the political perspective. 

The Chairman. Did it amend it? Did it change it in any respect? 

^Ir. Johnson. It did change it in some respects. 

The Chairman. Did it change it in the respect that we have been 
talking about? Did it make any alteration in the ])ronouncements 
that Mr. ^latthews read to you? 

^Ir. Johnson. They made certain changes cori’csponding to the 
new situation. 

Ml’. ^Ia^tiuieavs. Mr. Chainnan, I would like to ask the witness if 
he realizes he is testifying under oath when he says the Seventh 
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AVoi’ld ‘'made certain clianges in the constitution/’ I would 

like to know that lie is awan^ he is testifying under oath when he 
makes that statement ^ 

^Ir. Coiix. 1 will say Tor the witness lie is aware he is testifying 
und(‘i- oath. 

The CdiAimiAX. All right: let the witness answer the question. 

Mr. ( asky. Let me ask the witness one (juestion. 

Mr. Thomas. AVait a minute. 

ddie CTi MKAiAx. Let us get this developed. Do you say that the 
Seventh World Congress made changes in the constitution of the 
Jntei’uational ^ 

Mr. doiixsox. T am not sure. 

Mr. Ma'I'tiiews. He already stated they did. 

The CiiAiuAiAX. Let ns proceed. 

Ml’. Tiio.aias. Let us have the inattei- cleared up first. He said tlK\y 
did and now he says he is not siii’e. Xow, what is the answer? AVhat 
is your answer to the question? 

^^r. Coiix. Are we being asked concerning the constitution of the 
Communists' International, or are we being asked for the extract 
fi’om the preamble or the introduction to the program of the Com¬ 
munists' International? 

The CiiAiiniAX. The question is clear, whether or not the Seventli 
AVorld Congi’ess made any changes in the constitution that was 
adopted in the Sixth AA'orld Congress. 

Mr. Coiix. The extract that ^Ir. iMatthews read has nothing to do 
with the constitution. 

The CiiAiUMAX. AVe are talking about the constitution. 

.Air. Coiix. If he knows, answer it. 

Idle CiiAiRMAx. He says he is not sure whether they did or not; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Jouxsox. That is right. I thought Matthews was refeiring 
to the political perspective. 

ddie CiiAiKAiAX. AAT are talking about the constitution. It is the 
constitution itself. 

Mr. TiiOAiAs. Did they make any changes or didn’t they? 

Mr. Casea'. AAdiit a minute: let counsel ask the questions. I wanted 
to ask a question a moment ago and you objected. 

Mr. ^Matthews, d'he follow-up question I wanted to ask was, AATre 
any changes made by the Seventh AAdirld Congress in the so-called 
preamble or jirogram to the constitution, as incorporated in this 
volume, if the witness knows the answer to that question ? 

^Ir. Coiix. If he knows. 

Mr. Joiixsox. I am not sure. 

ddie Ciiairmaxt. All right. 

Mr. Casky. Do you suliscribe to the constitution of the Communist 
Party as a member of the Communist Party? 

yiv. Joiixsox. I subscribe to the constitution of the Communist 
Party of the Cnited States: yes. sir. 

Air. Casea^ Do you considei* the United States an imperialistic 
nation? 

Air. Coiix. Alay I say if you are asking for his opinion, his opinion 
is not jiroperly before the committee. It is beyond the scojie of 
youi’ authority to examine into the o])inions of people. 

Air. Casea'. AA^e are inquii’ing as to un-American activities and 
the whole crux of the matter is whether this is, as they claim, a 
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natioiijil party or whether it owes alle^riaiice to somebody outside 
of tliis country. 

Mr. Johnson. I will say this in that res]iect, that there are certain 
forces in this country who have imperialist desi^-ns and who would 
like to draw this country into the im])erialist war in Europe; that 
would like to defeat the wishes of the peat majority of the American 
])eoj)le who want peace; who don’t want to be drawn into this war 
for profits and this war for spheres of influence that is p)in<>- on in 
Europe now. 

The Chairman. Now, he asked you if you considered this country 
an imperialist country. Is that ri<i’ht 

Mr. Casey. That is coi-rect. 

Mr. Cohn. And my objection is that it calls for the o])inion of the 
witness. 

The Chairman. He f^ave the opinion. 

Mr. Cohn. In violation of his constitutional rights under the fourth 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Johnson. My o])inion is that there are forces in this country 
who have imj^erialistic desipis. 

The Chairman. But you don't consider the country an imperial¬ 
istic country as used iii the constitutioiC 

Mr. Cohn. I object to the opinion of the witness. 

The Chairmax. The witness voluntarily pive them. 

Mr. Cohn. I move to expunoe them as not ]jro])erly l)efore the 
committee. 

The Chairman. lucludino*- 

Mr. Cohn. Including any answer j;'iven in his opinion. 

The Ciiairiman. I would sua^est you and your client p^t topther 
on the proposition. 

iNIr. Cohn. My client and I will pt topther. 

The Chairman. He voluntaialy pive his opinion. Now, you object 
to his stating? that opinion that he pive, is that lai^ht ? 

Mr. Cohn. You may have the answer with resjiect to that opinion. 
I will object to an}’ future opinions called for by you. 

The Chairman. All ri<>:ht, you may ]iroceed. 

Mr. Cohn. And 1 am advisin^: my client not to answer any (jiies- 
tions calling for his ]3ersonal opinions. 

"Ilie Chairman. All riaht, who is the next witness? 

Mr. Cohn. Mr. Chairman, are you throuoh with this witness? 

The Chairman. Yes; we are tlirou<j:h with him. 

Mr. Cohn. IMay I ask him a few questions? 

The Chairman. No. The committee cannot permit that ])rocedure. 

Mr. Cohn. May I call your attention- 

The Chairman. I want to ask one other question. Did you brino; 
any records with you of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Johnson. I did brin,^’ some records; I did brin^ some ma¬ 
terial liere on un-American activities in the city of Detroit— 
Coughlin—Smith- 

The Chairman. I asked you if you brouoh any of the records of 
the Communist Pai'ty—any of the official records. 

Mr. Johnson. We have records of un-American activities- 

Jlie Chairman. I am askin<r you if you brought- 

Mr. Johnson. In the city of Detroit- 

The Chairiman. Of the official records of the Communist Party? 
Did you or did you not? 
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Mr, JoiiNsox. For the reasons previously stated, T did not. 

'The CiiAiiTMAX, Tliat is all I am asking- you. That is all. 

^Ir. Coiix. Mr. Chairman, may I call yonr attention to the follow¬ 
ing- statement of Mr. Felix Frankfurter, now Justice Frankfurter, 
which a])]>eared in the Xew Repnhlie^ 

The CiiAnt:viAX. We are not interested in Judge Frankfurter's 
statements in tlie Xew Re])ublic. Is tliat since he has been on the 
Supreme Court bench? 

Mr. Coiix. Xo. That is ])rior to the time. 

The C’haikmax. And is tliat a judgment of the judge ? 

^Ii’. Coiix. It is his opinion. 

The CiiAnnwAX. Xo. 

Mr. Coiix. ^lay I say with resiiect to the right of counsel to 
examine a witness, tliat ^Ir. Frankfurter said, as follows—I would 
like to read this. 

d'he Chairmax. Well, the committee will not iiermit that because 
the committee is not interested in Judge Frankfurter’s opinions unless 
they are o]nnions as a Justice on the Su])reine Court. 

Sir. Coiix. I am asking for the right to question the witness. 

The Chairman. Well, that right is being denied yon. 

Ml'. Coiix. May I argue the point? 

Mr. JiiOMAs. Xo. 

'I'he CiiAnoiAx. Xo. 

Mr. Coiix. May I state to yon tlie reasons why I believe- 

ddie Chairmax. Have you any decisions of the court saying that 
counsel has a right to ask (]uestions? 

Mr. Coiix. Xo: but I wish to read- 

The CiiAiioiAX. Then if you haveivt a decision that concludes the 
matter. 

Mr. Coiix. ^lay I read to you the ])olitical science textbook? 

The CiiAiRMAX. XT): we are not interested in the ])olitical science 
textbook. AVho is the next witness? 

]\lr, Coiix. I respectfully—I object and I wish to enter an excep¬ 
tion on the record. 

The Chairmax. All ri.dit: the next witness is Mr. McKenna. 

Mr. ^McKenna, will you raise youi‘ right hand and be sworn? 

Mr. Thomas ^l. ^IcKexxa. Yes, sir. 

The Chairmax. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
yir . Thomas M. ]\IcKexxa. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS M. McKENNA, WARD COMMITTEEMAN OF 
FIFTH WARD ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

Mr. Maithews. Please give your full name to the committee? 

Mr. McKexxa. ^ly name is Thomas ^lorrison McKenna. 

Mr. Matthews. Where were you born? 

Mr. McKexxa. In Pittslmrgh, Pa. 

Mr. Matthews. When? 

^Ir. ^IcKexxa. January 27, 1907. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. How long have you been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party ? 

^Ir. McKexxa. For approximately 4 or 5 years. 
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Mr. Matthews. AVheii did you join ^ 

Mr. MoKenxa. 1 joined tlie Communist Party in about 1935. 

Mr. Matthews. 'Where did you join? 

]Mr. ]\IcKenna. In Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Matthews. 'Who recruited you ? 

Mr. McKenxa. On the question of nnmes of individuals, I feel 
that this is an im])roper question, because in ^ivina’ such names I 
would be divuloiuo- the political opinions of other peo])le—member¬ 
ship in ])oiitical oroanizations of other peo]de—and I think this is a 
])rivate matter of individuals and that I would not have the ih^ht to 
brin^ before a committee of this kind the names of peo]ile or the 
political affiliation by the people. That is their private concern. 

The CiiAiiaiAxu All riji'ht; for that reason you decline to answer 
his ({uestion? 

Mr. ^IcKexxa. For that reason I decline to answer. 

The Chaik^max. The Chair instructs you to answer the question. 
You still decline to do so? 

J\Ir. ^McKexxa. For the reasons stated. 

ddie Chaikmax. All ri^ht; proceed. 

Mr. ]\[atthews. Under what name are you a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

Mr. McKexxa. ^ly name in the Communist Party is Thomas 
Morrison McKenna. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Have you ever none under any other name since 
you became a memlier of the Communist Party ? 

iMr. iMcIvExxA. 1 have used another name since I liecame a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Thirty; yes. 

]Mr. ]\[atiheavs. AVhat ivas that name? 

iMr. iMcIvEXXA. The name I used was Thomas M. Stanley. 

Mr. MA^miEws. lender what circumstances did you use that name? 

Mr. iMcIvEXXA. 1 was seekino* emjiloyment in about 1937, I think it 
was, and it ha])pened that there is in Chican'o, there is in many cities, 
a blacklist where ]iersons are dejirived of their right to a job to earn 
a livelihood for themselves and their families because they—liecause 
of their political beliefs—because of their political affiliations. It 
hap])ened that my jiolitical beliefs and atliliations Avere matters of 
public record. They had ajipeared in the iieAvspapers on various 
occasions and in order to obtain a job I used the name ^'Thomas M. 
Stanley.'’ 

]\Ir. Mattheaa\s. Do you spell that S-t-a-n-l-e-y ? 

]\lr. ]\IcKexxa. That is light. 

^Ir. ^Iattheavs. llaAe you ei^er traveled abroad? 

Mr. ]M(’Kexna. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. ^NIattheavs. Where ha\T you traATled abroad? 

Mr. McKexxa. I lived abroad for 2t/> years betAveen the years 
1929 and 1931—the spring of 1929. 

]Mr. ]\1attheavs. That Avas before you became a member of the 
Communist Party? 

]Mr. JMcKexxa. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Befoi-e you became a member of the Communist 
Party had you traveled abroad? 

Mr. ]\IcKexxa. I haAe not. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Have not been out of the United States? 
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Mv, :\IrKExxA. Xo. 

yi]\ Mai'thews. AVhat is your position? 

Mr. Mc’Kexxa. Ward comniitteeinan of the fifth ^vard orpniza- 
tion in the Connnunist Party in the eity of Chicago, county of Cook. 

Mr. ^NIaittipavs. How lon^’ have you held that j^osition? 

31r. MoKexxa. I have held that i)osition for, let me see, about, 
approximatelv—not by that name. T formerly was the organizer, 
ward oi'iranizer, and we established a tifth-wai’d orpmization of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. ^Matthews. How lon^* have you held that position? 

^Ir. ]\I(’Kexxa. I have held a position of that sort for about 3 
years—'2^ o years. 

Mr. MaWiiews. Does that position make yon a member of the city 
committee of the Communist Party? 

^Ir. McKexxa. Xo: it does not. 

Mr. Matthews. What other positions have you held in the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

Mr. iMcIvEXXA. I held foi’ a brief tijne a position as chairman of 
a hi'anch of the—T don't know whether it was called the fifth-Avard 
branch of the Commnnist Ik\rty—I think it was. 

Phe Chairman. At this point the Chair designates as a subcoin- 
niittee the Chairman, Mr. ^lason, and iMr. Thomas, and ^Ir. Voorhis. 

Mr. iNlATTHEAVs. Ai’c you a member of a trade union? 

iNIr. ]\IcKexna. I lunx^ been a member of a trade union of the 
American XpAvspaper Guild. 

]\Ir. ^Iatthews. How long haA^e you been a member of the XeAA\<- 
])a])er Guild ? 

Mr. ilcTvEXXA. Well. I Avas a member of that organization during 
the time that I Avas circulation manager of the Daily Record, a 
Chicago publication. 

]\Ir. iNlArrnEAAT^. That Avas the ]\Iid-West Daily Record? 

]\Ir. ^IcKexxa. It Avas knoAvn, Avhen T Avas circulation manager, 
as the Daily Record: not the ilid-West Daily Record. 

iMr. Mattiieavs. Ihit latei* renamed? 

Mr. McKexxa. Xo: forniei’ly named the Mid-West Daily Record. 
The name was changed to Daily Record. 

iSIi'. ^Iattheavs. It Avas a publication of the Communist Party in 
the city of Chicago? 

^Ir. iNIcIvEX’^XA. Xo. That Avas not a ])ublication of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. Despite the fact that Earl BroAvder said it Avas 
a Communist Party publication, you Avould deny that? 

Mr. McKexxa. That is not a publication of the Communist Party. 

^Ir. ^Iattiieavs. Was Louis Budenz editor of the Daily Record? 

Mr. Mc'Kexxa. It is obvious the question of the editorship, of the 
editoi* of the pa|)er, is a matter of public record and the only reason 
1 object to ansAvering that (juestion is that I think although there is 
no question of political association—I reconsider. ]\Ir. Budenz Avas 
the editor of this paper. 

Jlr. Maiu'heaa^s. And he is [)ublicly knoAvn as a member of the 
Communist Party, is he not ? 
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^Ir. McKenna. For tlie reasons I stated earlier, I do not feel tliat 
1 have the ri^’lit, or the privile^^e, or duty to divulge to this com¬ 
mittee the political affiliations and opinions- 

The CiiAiEMAN. In the case where this man is ])ublicly 
known- 

^Ir. ]\1 cKenna. It isn't for the sake of secrecy. It isn't a cpies- 
tion of secrecy at all. The names and addi'esses—even the official 
positions- 

The Chairman. Do I understand you to decline to answer whether 
or not this individual is a member of the party ? 

Mr. ]\IcKenna. I want to state that the (questions are already— 
the pai*ty is not a secret organization. The names of large num¬ 
bers of members ai*e published in all sorts of documents issued by 
the Communi.st Party—addressed pul)lic meetings, and so forth. 
Howevci', for the purpose of this committee, I do not think that I 
have the right to divulge the names of any members. 

The Chairman. You Inive stated that reason. Now, what I am 
asking you is, do yon decline to state whether or not this individual 
is a member of the Communist Party ? 

McKenna. I do. 

The Chairman. Do you know whether he is a member of the 
Communist Party? 

]Mr. McKenna. I decline to answer that question. 

The Chairman. You decline to say whether yon know? 

i\Ir. McKenna. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Wliether he is a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. ^IcKenna. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. The Chair instructs you to do so and you decline 
to do so for the reasons you stated? 

Mr. INIcKenna. I do. 

The Chairman. All right, proceed. 

^ir. Matthews. Do you still deny the Daily Record or the ilid- 
M ^est Daily Record- 

]\fr. Cohn. Just a second. 

iNIr. ]McKenna. Just one moment. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Do you still deny that tlie Daily Record or the 
^lid-West Dailv Record was a publication of the Communist Partv? 

]\Ir. :McKe NNA. I deny it. I do; yes. 

The Chairman. The purpose of asking the political affiliations of 
the members of tln^ staff becomes even more pertinent in view of 
the witness’ denial. 

Who are some of the other members of the staff of the Mid-West 
Daily Recoi'd ? 

Mr. McKenna. There is William L. Patterson. 

Mr. ^Mat-fhews. Is he a member of the Communist Party? 

i\Ir. McKenna. For the reasons I previously stated and also for 
additional reasons that the Communist Party is a legal party, is a 
party that—legal political jiarty and also for the reason that there 
is an attempt on the part of a large number of people, and I think 
that this committee is participating in this attempt and doing a 
great deal to bring this about, and the Chairman of the committee 
has said, has advocated blacklists of people who lielong to the Coin- 
munist Party—this ]X)litical Jiarty, and foi’ those reasons as well as 






rX-AMKKK’AX VliOVAGASVA ACTIVITIES 7713 

tlio ones tlnit 1 jih'ejidy stated, 1 deciine to discuss the political aflilia- 
tions of any individual. 

Mw Mattiifavs. You know that hotli William L. Patterson and 
Louis Budenz are lueinhers of the Lonimunist Party? 

(Xo answer). 

Liu* ChiAimiAX. Yon stated your i‘ea.sons? 

Mr. M< Kkxxa. Yes, sir. 

Tlie (hiAimiAx. And you de(‘line to answer whether or not William 
L. Patterson is a ineinher of the Connnunist Party ? 

]\Ir. MoKfxxa. I do decline. 

ddie ChiAimiAX. The Chair instructs you to answer the question 
and you decline to do so^ 

Mr. McKexxa. Yes, sii*. 

The ChiATioiAX. The Cliaii* asks you a (juestion: Do you know 
whether AVilliam l^ittersou is a member of the Communist Party? 

. Do you decline to answer that question t 

]\ir. M('Kexxa. For the reasons stated I do. 

'Die CiiAimiAX. Altliou^h the Chair directs you to do so? 

Mr. Mc'Kexxa. Yes. 

'The Ch Alim AX. Proceed. 

]\Ir. INlA'n'HEws. You know that both 'William L. Patterson and 
Louis Budenz- 

yiv. Conx. dust a second. Woidd you excuse me? 

The CiiAiioiAX. All rio’ht, ])roceed. 

.Ml*. Mai*tiiews. You know both Louis Budenz and William Patter¬ 
son are members of the International Committee of the Communist 
Party of the United States, don't you? 

Mr. McKexxa. I think this is the line of questions that I declined 
to answer. 

'riie ChiAir:\iAX. Tie declined to answer those questions. 

.Mr. M A'lTHEws. Have you ever belonged to any otlier trade union 
than the American Newspaper Guild? 

^Ir. McKexxa. Xo, I never have. 

]\Ir. Mattii Ews. Have you ever lield any office in the American 
Xews])a])er Guild ? 

Mr. ]\I( IvEXXA. Xo, I have not. 

Mr. MA'nuimvs. Have you ever been emplo^^ed by the Government? 

]Mi*. McKex'xa. I have been employed by the Government and I am 
em]doyed by the Government at the present time. 

.Mr. Mattiieavs. What is vour present position in the Government? 

.Mr. M( Kex.xa. It is not a position in the Government. My posi¬ 
tion is as a noncertified Avorkei* on the 'W. 1^. A. project—the monthly 
rejiort of employment—unem])loyment, a survey that is bein^ con¬ 
ducted thi'ou^diout the country with its national office in Chicago. I 
am (‘uiraiied thei*e as a ])i*incipal reseai*ch interviewer. 

.Mr. Tno:NrAs. I did not iret the last answer. 

Hie CiiAiJoiAx. Fnaa^ied in what capacity? 

Mr. ^McKexxa. .Vs a jirincijial re.search interviewer. 

Ml*. Thomas. Tender tin* AV. P. A.? 

All*. .McKex.xa. It is under the P. AA". A. but it is a noncertified 
])i*oject. That is to say that the persons who work on that project, 
althoiiLdi they receive a salary less than the nonsecured. 

Air. Thomas. AVho do you ;»'et your salary from? AA^ho pays you? 

Mr. AIcKexxa. AIv checks are from the AA". P. A. It is a project 
that is connected with the AY. P. A. 
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]\Ir. ^Matthews. How lonof hnve you held that ]iosition? 

Mr. McKexna. Sinee Deeember of 1039, 

Ml*. ^Matthews. What is your salary? 

Mr. ]\IcKenna. My salary is 73 rents an hour, 

i\Ir. Matthews. How many other memliers of the Communist 
Party are employed on this project? 

Mr. ^IcKenna. For the reasons that I have stated, I do not feel 
that I have the rioht to discuss the ]iolitical affiliations of other 
peo])le. I think that the (piestion of membershi]!- 

The Chaiiuman. You have stated your reason. Do you decline to 
answei’ that question for the reasons heretofore ^iven ? 

Mr. McKenna. Yes, 

The Chairman. The chair instructs you to do so and you continue 
to decline ? 

Mr. McICenna. I do. 

Mr. Thomas. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask Mr. Matthews if . 
he will ask the witness to describe the duties. Will you do that, M\\ 
iMatthews—under the AY. P. A. work? 

Mr. McKenna. I will be odad to do that. The purpose of the 
])roject is to secure an estimate of the amount of employment and 
unemployment throughout the country as it varies from one month 
to the next. And in Chicago there are some eight or nine hundi’ed 
households that are included in the survey. These are chosen by 
sampling methods in various parts of the city. They are supposed to 
represent a cross section of the po])ulation of the city. 

The work that I have is to take a cai’d that has included in it 
some of the questions—the question of age and the question of the 
employment status of individuals, and to use this card on which to 
inscribe information, information for the purpose of this survey, 
and I intervieAV during—for 1 week, a]iproximately 1 week each 
month, and during that period I visit about 100 families and get 
this information from them. 

l\Ir. Thomas. Mr. McKenna, who is the head of your project? 

Mr. McKenna. Well, I don't—there is a Mr. Wattenberg that is 
in the Chicago office. 

The Chairman. How do you spell that name, do you know? 

Mr. McKenna. I am not certain of the spelling, I think it is 
W-a-t-t-e-n-b-e-r-g or W-o-t. I don't know what—I don't know 
which it is. 

The Chairman. Is he the head of the whole thing? 

Mr. ilclvENNA. He is in Chicago. 

l\fr. Thomas. What is he the head of? Youi* j)articular project? 

l\Ir. IMcKenna. Yes, sir. He is the head of this ])roject there. 

]\Ir. Thomas. What is the address of the head([uarters of that 
organization ? 

Mr. ^McKenna. Room 1175 INIerchandise ]\Iai*t. 

IMatthews. What is his first name or initial? 

Mr. IMcKenna. I don’t know. 

Ml*. IMatthews. Have you ever been to IMoscow? 

IMr. IMcKenna. No, I never have. 

Mr. IMatthews. AVhen you obtained your ])resent employment, 
Mr. McKenna, what name did you use on your application blank? 

IMi’. McKenna. I used the name that was on my Social Security 
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luuiibei*. the iijiine under whi(‘h I had held previous positions—I 
lield a i)()sition at, for Waluren t'i Co. ^fr. AValoren- 

Mr. Ma'itiiiavs. AVIiat name did yon use ^ 

^Ir. ^U’Kenxa. I used the name '’Thomas Stanley.” 

Mr. MatthI’AVS. That is not yonr eorreet name? 

Mr. McKkxna. This is the name under whieh I work. According- 
to the laws of the State of Illinois a ])erson has a ri^ht to choose 
or use a name or whatever names he desires to use. 

^Ir. Matttikws. Did yon have that name registered with the coiiits 
of the State of Illinois^ 

Mr. ^IcKenna. Xo. It is not required that names be registered. 

Mr. Matthews. In other words, in making your ap])]ication for 
em])loyment with the United States (jovernment yon also thought 
it necessary to use a false nanie^ 

.Mr. .McKenna. I continued to use the name that was on my Social 
Security number. 

^Ir. Matthews. You had given a false name in your Social Secur¬ 
ity registration ( 

?klr. McKenna. I had given the name ’’Thomas Stanley," which is* 
the name T used in oi*der to secure employment for the purpose of 
su])porting my family. I have a wife and child and at the time I 
secured emjdoyment my wife was about to have a child. It was 
necessaiT that we—that I secure em})loyment. I secured employ¬ 
ment. 

'File Ciiaiuman. .Vll right, I think you have made a full answer. 

]\lr. ^Matthews. ^McKenna, have you ever seen a copy of the 
Democratic Front, by lAarl Browder? 

Mr. iMcIvENNA. I have. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. You are acquainted with the document? 

Ml'. [McKenna. I am. 

Mr. [Matthews. I read vou fioin page 05, and you mav follow as 
I read : 

It Is ill tlio ciroulation of our most hiiuortaiit newspapers however, that w<^ 
aro alarmingly hackward. The Daily Worker, Sunday Worker and Daily 
Record, and Penjjle's World are already of a quality sufficiently high, notwith- 
siandiiig all needed improvements, to justify a circulation ten times that which 
they now liave. 

All the conditions are present to justify us in demanding from every State 
organization the rapid expansion of the circulation of these papers. 

Do you uudei'stand Mr. Browder to include the Daily Record as 
one (d' the Communist Paif y publications ? 

Ml'. [McKenna. Not by that statement. 

[Ml*. ^Matthews. In that statement ? 

^Ir. [M( Kenxa. Xo, I certainly could not. I understand Karl 
Browder to have said tliere, and we all recognize this, that the (lues- 
tion of building a paper in Chicago, particularly that would be a 
voice of the labor, whole labor, and progressive movement, was a need 
of the people of Chicago and that the people of this whole country, 
and that the Communist Party was interested, very much interested 
in developing this—in helping to give the people of Chicago an 
opportunity to read the real news about what was happening in the 
Avorld and about what was haptiening in I'egard to the needs 
of the ])eople—the various legislation that was proposed, and to 
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assist the people in oro-aniziiig their—strenotheiiino' their trade-union 
movements, and so forth. 

I tliink when IVIr. Browdei* used it, s])oke of the need of developino* 
this and the need of the Comnnmist Party doing' everything in its 
power to increase tlie circnlatioiu he was speaking in the interests 
of all the people, that it is not oidy the task of the Commnnist Pai*ty 
to do that, but of all progressives to do this. 

Tlie CHAiKisrAN. All right, I think that is ])retty full. 

Now, let me ask you a (piestion oi' two. Dui-iug the ])ei*iod that 
yon have been a member of the Communist Pnidy, have you engaged 
in any union activities outside of the Guild? 

Ml*. McKi:nna. No. I was not—as a matter of fact I was not an 
active member of the Newspaper Guild. 

The Chairman. Any organizations that you have belonged to other 
than the Guild and the Communist Party? 

jVIr. McKenna. Since the time—I probably liave belonged to, let 
me see what organizations—my chief activity was in the Communist 
Party. I have held—I think I—I think that I have joined certain 
organizations, certain other organizations. 

The Chairman. Will you state what oiganizations they are? 

Mr. McKenna. First, I want to make this cleai*, the fact tliat the 
organization I Avould belong to, when I mention the name of the 
organization or those organizations, the fact that I am a member 
of the organization should not be used in any way against that 
organization. 

The Chairman. I am just merely asking you what organizations 
you have belonged to. 

Mr. McKenna. I want to say, for examjile, I am on the register 
list of precinct voters. That doesn't make the rest—make an;y other 
person a Communist. 

The CiiAiR]MAN. I just merely asked you what organizations you 
belonged to. 

Mr. McKenna. I am a memliei' of the Lalior Non-Partisan Leanue 
in tlie fifth Avai*d in the city of Chicago. 

The Chairman. All right, what others? 

Ml*. McKenna. At the present time I think that is the only or¬ 
ganization other than the Communist Party to which I belong. 

The Chairman. Did you belong to the American League for Peace 
and Democracy ? 

Mr. McKenna. I did belong to the American League for Peace 
and Democracy. 

The Chairman. Did you belong to the International Workers 
Order? 

Mr. McKenna. No. 

The Chairiman. Never joined? 

IMr. McKenna. No. 

The Chairman. Do you have any affiliation with International 
Labor Defense? 

INIr. McKenna. None. 

The Chairman. The only tAvo organizations—the only three or¬ 
ganizations to which you belong ai'e Labor Non-Partisan League, the 
Guild, and the Communist Party? 

Mr. McKenna. That is during the period of my membership in 
the Communist Party. 
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I'lie CiiAiKMAX. All ria’lit. 

Mr. Masox. May I ask a (iiiestion now, ]\Ir. Chairman? M^'hat 
was tlu‘ last date that you worked as eirenlation mana^-ei* of the 
Daily Record? That is. when did you sever your connection there? 

Mr. ^IcKkxxa. It was duly—I think it wa$ duly of this last year. 
VXV.l 

Mr. Masox. duly 19:^0? 

Mr. M(’Ivi:xxa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Masox. Then you were ciixnilation mana^-er of that Daily 
Record when they o()t ont a s])ecial edition of 50,00t) copies to cir¬ 
cularize in the city of Rockford just previous to the 19o8 election in 
which they majored on a lot of- lies about me to try to defeat me 
for my reelection ? 

^Ir. M( IvEXNA. 1 (jue^tion very seriously whether there wotild be 
any statements that were not exact facts printed in the Daily Record, 
knowino- it. 

Mr. ]ilAsox. M'ell, there were many statements in that s])ecial edi¬ 
tion circulated in Rockford, stipposedly aO.OOO copies, about me and 
iny personal ati'airs, which were lies absolutely. 

Mr. McKkxxa. Well, now. and I think that there are many occa¬ 
sions on which it ap})ears that certain statements are or feel that 
ceilain statements are lies. Some are matters of o})inion. I think 
that tlie Daily Record did take a stand relating- to legislative ques¬ 
tion^. relating to individuals running foi* political office. 

yU . Masox. This Inid nothing to do with legislative questions. 

i\Ir. jIc'Kkxxa. People running for ])olitical office. I think that 
wa> ihe time you were lainning for ])olitical office and I think the 
Daily L'ccoi’d did ])nblish—I think I do remember that occasion, the 
Daily Record did ])ublisli material and information about yoiii' record, 
about your activities, and I tliink that it iii'ged the progressive people 
not to vote foi* you. I think that was true: it did take a stand 
against your candidacy and told v'hy it took a stand. 

Mr. Masox. The j)oint 1 want to make is that the^e lies were fur- 
ni'-h(‘d to th(' editorial stall' of the Daily Record, and they acce])ted 
them witliout verifying them and j^ublished them. 

.Ml'. McKi xxa. I was in the circulation department. All I know 
is that in my opinion our papiu* was a very fine papei*, a paper that 
gave facts that could be found in no other papers: that all the in¬ 
formation where I had a chance to see whether it was true or not 
was ti'ue, and I don't know the particular instances—I did not travel 
in lh>ckford—1 don't know what the situation is there, but I feel it 
would be cori'ect. 

Mr. ^D'rriirws. Dave vou been emi)loved on anv other tn'oiects 
onW. P. A.? 

Mr. McKkxxa. No: I haveiTt. 

^^r. .M 'TTiiKws. Youi* only connection with AV. P. A. has been since 
DecHunbeu* ? 

Mr. McKkxxa. lliat is right: or in December—not since. 

Tlie ( iiAii::.iAX. Did you e^’er do any organizing woi'k foi' any 
iin’on ? 

Mr. >fc'Ki:xxA. No: I never have. 

^♦’he Cir'TiJMAx. Never had any of that? 

Mr. j*xvKkxxa. No. 
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Mr. ]\lArrHEWS. In the event of a war between the Ignited States 
and the Soviet Union, wliere would yonr allegiance lie? 

Mr. CoHX. That is an objectionable question, ^Ii\ Chairman. 

The CiiAiiJMAX. Do yon decline to answer^ 

Mi‘. Cohn. That is an objectionable question calling for the opinion 
of the witness, a question that is incompetent and iia^elevant and 
immaterial. 

The CiiAimiAN. All right. 

iMr. Coiix. And that question is not within the scope of this exami¬ 
nation. 

The CiiAjKMAX. Do yon object to the (inestion on these grounds? 

INIr. Coiix. I do. 

The CiiAin:MA>J'. Do you decline to answei* the question ? 

'McKexxaa. On the grounds stated by my attoimey, I do. ^ 

The CjiAim^iAX. The Chair directs you to answer, and you refuse to 
do so ? 

t\[r. tMrlvEXXA. On the gi’ounds i)i eviously stated I do. 

The CiiAiiiMAx. In connection with your office in the Communist 
Pail^q I believe you said 3 mu wei’e—what ai'c 3 'ou now? 

^h. McKexxa. Ward committeeman of the fifth ward organiza¬ 
tion of the Communist Part}\ 

The Ciiaiiemax. How many members of the committee are tlnu’e ? 

yir. ]\I('Kexxa. Of the ward committee? 

The Ckaikmax. Yes. 

Mr. ]\[('Kexxa. There are about—oh, I think about 10 is the 
number. 

The Chairmax. Do you know them all ? 

Mr. McKexxa. I do. 

The CiiAiiD-fAx. State who they are. 

Mr. McKexxa. For the i*easons that 1 have previously objected— 
olqections I have previous!}^ I'aised—I will not divulge the names of 
anv persons who belong to 1113 " political iiartv. 

The CiiAiRMAx. You stated 3 ^) 11 ]* reasons, and do 3^)11 decline to 
answer tlnit question ? 

Mr. M(dvEXXA. I decline to aiisVTr the question. 

The Ciiairmax. For the reasons given? 

Mr. ]\IcKexxa. For the i‘easons I gave, that I don't want—I want 
to make this clear- 

The CiiAiicArAX. You have already stated vour reasons. 

Mr. McKexxa. I don't think I have the right to discu.ss the 
political—— 

The Ciiairmax. You have stated that two or three times. 

Mr. ]McKexxa. To discuss tlu' })olitical opinions of other ]ie(q)le. 

The Ciiairmax. The Chair directs vou to answer the question, and 
von dec'line to do so foi* the I'easons stated ? 

Ml’. ]\Ic’Kexxt\. I do. 

The CiiAiiiMAx. All I’ight, any other questions? Call the next 
witness. His name is Mr. Lightfoot. 

Mr. Clatuie Lightfoot. IMr. Chairman, T would like to postiione 
this until I have time to discuss it with my counsel; I arrived in 
town this morning and haveiCt had time to discuss it with my 
counsel. 

The CiiATRMAxy Weren’t 3 T)u discussing tliis with your counsel a 
moment ago ? 
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Mr. ChArnK LKuriFoor. Xo. 

Tlio CiiAiKMAX. TIkmi suppose you uo out there niul discirsa it. but 
wo want to a'Ot tlirouii'li so wo can let you 1^:0 home. 

Mr. ("oiix. Mr. Chairiuau. I had stoppinl away for a lialf a moment. 
I note that you have terminated the examination of .Mr. iMcKenna. 
Xow, I want to ask Mr. Mc'Konna some questions. 

The ChiAimiAx. And wo will oivo you the same ruling. 

Mr. (\>iix. I would like to read into the record a new text that I 
think has not yet come to your attention, called The Developments 
of Congressional Investigative Power, by Professor iMcderry, of- 

I'lie ('iiAnniAX. The Cdiair declines you that I'ight. You have your 
exce])tion in the recoi’d. 

2Mr. Coiix. I would also like to read to you a statement made by 
Felix Frankfui’ter ])rioi‘ to the time that he became Justice of the 
United States Supi-eme Coiiit. 

The Chair:uan. You have stated that and the lading is the same 
as before. 

Mr. Coiix. Xote an exce])tion. 

The Ciiair:viax. All right. 

^Ir. Conx". My theory is that 1 have a right to cross-examine for 
the pur])ose of comj>leting the recoi-d after there is a direct examina¬ 
tion which may not have given the witness a full opportunity to 
bi'ing out what he desires to relate to the committee. 

The Chairmax. All I'iglit, you have made your statement and now 
will you confei‘ with youi‘ client^ 

Mr. CoHx. I would like to have an opiiortunity, an houi’ to confer 
Avith Mr. Light foot. 

Tlie CiiAiRAiAx. The witnesses who have been subpenaed and who 
are present, Tony DeMaio. iMilton lYollf. Fred Keller, and Gerald 
Cook. They are witnesses Avho have been subpenaed and they Avill 
lemain here subject to the call of the committee. You will let the 
clei'k of the committee know whei-e vou are located and he will advise 
you when we will heai* you. AVe will hear you as soon as possil)le. 

Mr. SciiAVAB. Mr. Chairman. 1 am attorney for the witnesses you 
have just named. My name is Irving* Schwab, 551 Fifth Avenue, 
XeAv York. 

XoAv. I would like to ask this body to consider my convenience and 
see if Ave can set the hearing for some definite time. 

1 left a case to come doAvn hei'e. I have anothei- matter with the 
Federal coui*t tomoiU’OAv morning. My clients Avant me pi*esent and 
I feel sure - 

The CiiAiRAiAx. IloAv many clients do you i’ei)resent ? 

Mr. SciiAVAi5. I represent the four you have just named. XA)av, if 
you expect to call them tomorroAV I Avill a])pi-eciate it if you Avill 
let me knoAV oi- giA’e me an idea Avhen they Avill be called. 

The CiiAiioiAX. You say you luiA^e a case pending in the Federal 
court tomorroAv? 

Ml*. ScHAVAB. Yes. XoAv. I could jmstpone it. It is a Avrit of habeas 
corpus, but I prefer not to. 

J'he CiiAiRAiAx. Suppose Ave set the hearing at 10 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. AVould that be convenient to you? Can you arrange to 
postpone your case in XeAv Yoi'k so as to be hei’e ? 

5Ir. SciiAVAB. AVell. Avill Ave finish by tomori’OAV? 

940 :u 40 —vol. 13 - i 
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Tlie Chairman. We will be finished with these four but iis I under¬ 
stand it, there are a number of witnesses in connection with this 
matter that will have to be heard and you mi^ht want to be present 
when the other witnesses are examined. 

Mr. Schwab. I prefer Monday. I did not consult my clients. 

The Chairman. Would jMonday be more convenient to you? But 
we better set it for in the morning and with these four witnesses we 
can conclude the hearing in the morning as far as they are concerned, 
I am satisfied. 

Mr. Schwab. Will the committee understand that is subject to my 
calling New York and arranging an adjournment. I don't think I 
will have any trouble but should there be trouble- 

The Chairman. We want to accommodate you- 

Mr. Schwab. No chance of being heard this afternoon? 

The Chairman. No, because the members have to be on the floor. 
We have sat here all moi*ning and it is rather difficult to sit in the 
afternoon. As I understand a ])ostponement was arranged for these 
witnesses once. 

Mr. ScHWAii. That was not their fault. They were on trial as 
everybody knows. I arranged it specifically with the understanding 
I thought we would be heard today. 

The Chairman. Suppose we set it for tomorrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Mr. Schwab. AVell, if I can't get it adjourned, can I get in touch 
with anybody ? 

The Chairman. You get in touch with us, and let us know. 

Mr. Schwab. ^Ir. Chairman, I suppose it is understood the wit¬ 
nesses are hei-e right in the hearing i*oom now. You understand, iMr. 
Chaii-man, the witnesses are here now. 

The Chairman. That is 'what T understand and that is the reason 
I announced the hearing will be tomori’ow moi’ning at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. CoiiN. We are ready, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. All right, raise your right hand. Do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing Init the truth, 
so help you Cod ? 

IMr. Claude Lightfoot. I do. 

The Chairman. Plave a seat. 

TESTIMONY OF CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, OKGANIZER FOR THE COM¬ 
MUNIST PARTY IN THE SOUTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, ILL. 

]\fr. Matthews. What is your full name? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Claude Lightfoot. 

The Chairman. jMay we have order, please. The Chair announces 
that the committee is proceeding as a subcommittee witli the chair¬ 
man, i\Ir. ]Mason, and Mr. Voorhis present. Proceed. 

yh\ Matthews. Where wei*e you boru ? 

Ml*. LiGKTfuoT. I was born in Lake Village, Ai*k. 

Mr. ^Iatihiews. When ? 

j\Ir. Lightfoot. January 10, 1010. 

]Mr. ]\1aitiiews. How long have you been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

Mr. Lightfoot. xVbout 9 years. 
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Mr. Ma'itiiewh. Aiul wlial is vour prescMit position in the Com- 
innnist Parly, if any ^ 

Mr. LioiiTFOoT. i am the or^anizei* of the C’oinmnnist Party in 
the s»)iuh-si(le eoinniunity of Cliicai>o. 

Mr. Mattiiiavs. How loin:' have yon held that ])osition^ 

.Ml*. Lioittfoot. AVell, 1 held that position about o niontlis. 

Mr. .MArniFws. Have yon held othei* positions in the Coininnnist 
ihirty i)rior to the one you now hold? 

Mr. Lkuitfoot. I was the ednealional director of the ])arty in the 
Slate of Illinois. 

.Mr. .Matfiiews. Educational director for the entii’c State of Illi¬ 
nois { 

Mr. LnniTP^ooT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. 3Iattiii:ws. For how lon^' did you hold that position? 

]Mr. Lioiri'FouT. One yeai*. 

Air. ^Iattiifws. And prioi* to that ? 

Ml’. Lk.ififoot. I was the Slate chairman of the Yonn^ Foinmnnist 
Leairne. 

^Ji’. .Ma'itiifws. How Ion;: did you hold that position ? 

Mr. LunriTOoT. About 8 years. 

]Mr. .Mati iij'\vs. Yon held that ])osition about 3 years? 

Mr. Ltohtfoot. Yes. 

Ml*. Matthews. llav(‘ yon held any other positions than these? 

Mr. Lk.titfoot. AVell. 1 have held various positions in functional 
ca})aciiy. 

Ml’. Matthews. IVere yon a membei* of the Youna* Communist 
Leaane before you joined the Communist Party? 

a1i*. Luuitfoot. A"o: I was a member of the Communist Pai*ty. 

Mr. Matthfavs. Are yon a member of both? 

.Mr. Li(.inT('()T. I was a member of both. 

^Ii‘. Matthews. Did you join at the same time? 

Mr. LAUiTrooT. Xo. I joined the Young Communist League later. 

^Ii‘. aIatthews. Are yon a member- 

The CiiAiuAtAx. IVill yon sj)eak a little louder, plea.se? 

.Matthews. Ai*e yon a member of a trade-union ? 

Mr. Lkhiti'oot. I am a member of no trade-union. 

Mv. iMAiTHiAvs. Have you ever been a member of any union? 

Mr. Liohttoot. X"o. 

Mr. Matthews. Have yon ever engaged in any ti’ade-union oi’gan- 
ization or activities ? 

Mr. Lkhitfoot. X^o: I haven't. 

Mr. Mati hews. Did yon bring the records wliich were specified in 
the >ubpena ? 

.Mr. Lkhitfoot. I have no records. 

.Mr. .Matthews. AVith you? 

.Mr, Liohtfoot. I have no records. 

Air. Matthews. Yon have no records? 

Mr. Lt(tHtfoot’. I have no records. 

Mr. Matitiews. Of any kind? 
iNIr. Thohtfoot. Xo. 

The CiiAHniAN. You mean you kept no records? 

.\lr. Liohtfoot. Destroyed all I'ecords we had. 

The ( iiAHOiAx. Yon destroyed all the records? Mdien did yon de¬ 
stroy tlie records? 
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Mr. Lkjiitfoot. Destroyed them as rapidly as we get tliem. 

Tile (TiAiK^iAx. Yon destroy reeord.s as rapidly as yon get them if 

yiv, Ligiitfoot. Yes. 

The Ciiair.aiax. All right, proceed. 

iMr. Matthews. Yon have no tinanoial records? 

]\Ir. Lightfoot. 1 have no records at all. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Lightfoot, in the event of a war between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. Avhere wonld yonr allegiance 
lie ? 

^Ir. Lightfoot. I think that question is irrelevant and I decline to 
answei*. 

The Uhairatax. The Chair instincts yon to answer and yon decline 
to do so? 

iMr. Lightfoot. I decline. 

The Chatraiax. All right, pj*oceed. 

^Ir. IMattiiews. I have no more questions to ask him. 

Mr. Thoaias. I wonld like to ask the witness a question. Yon state 
yon were State chairman of the Communist League—Young Com¬ 
munist League in Illinois? 

]Mr. Lightfoot. I was. 

]\Ir. Thoaias. AVhat yeai ? 

^Mr. Lightfoot. For a period of about o oi* 4 years—that was np 
until the last year. 

^Ir. Thoaias. That coATred tlie Avhole State? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Yes. 

The (Tiairaiaxt What other organizations do yon belong to besides 
the Young Commnnist League and tlie Communist Party ? 

^Ir. Lightfoot. At present 1 am a member of no other oi'ganiza- 
tion. 

Tlie Chairaiax. Have yon been a member during the time that 
yon AA’ere a member of the Commnnist Party of any other orgaiiiza- 
tion ? 

INIr. Lightfoot. T liave been a memlier of various civic organiza¬ 
tions in my community. 

The Chairaiax. Xoav. yonr position is director of education, I 
belicA^e yon said? 

Mr. Lightfoot. ]\Iy former position Avas. 

The Chairaiax. Yonr present position is what? 

^Ir. Lightfoot. Organizer. 

The Chairaiax. Hoav many organizers do yon liaA^e? xVre you 
the only one in yonr particular section? 

T^Ir. Lightfoot. About 25. 

The Chairaiax. Do yon know those 25? 

]\Ir. Lightfoot. Yes. 

Tlie Chairaiax. Will yon state the names of the 25? 

]\Ir. Lightfoot. For the reasons that I have already explained, I 
decline to answer. 

The Chairaiax. The Chair instructs you to do so and you decline 
to ansAvei'? 

Mi‘. Lightfoot. I decline to answer. 

Ml'. CoHX. May I state in full the objections to questions of this 
type. iNlr. Chairman? 

* Ml*. Lyxch. Just a minute. 
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I'lio CiiAimiAx. ohjcrtions tliat liave previously been stated? 
Ml’. (\)HN. May I state in full ^v]lat tlie objections are? 
d1ie CuAiKMAA. Yon have ali'eady stated tlie objections. AVe will 
cari’v those same objections witli I Ids unless yon have some addi- 
t ionai. 

.Ml’, (’oiix. Ai’c you referrinii’ to (he jirevious witnesses? 

'File (hiAiKMAX. Y(‘s. 

Mr. Yonx. For all the reasons stated by the previous witnesses, this 
witne>s likewise declines to answer. 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. Mr. Fhaii’inan. conhl I state my I'easons aside from 
tile reaxms- 

The (biAiKMAX. Do you have ;iny additional reasons? 

Mr. ('oiix’. Yes. 

^Ir. Lioiitfoot. I have this reason. I believe that if any names 
are submitted here they Avill be used as a black list for jobs. 

The (’hair.aiax. That has been o-iven. 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. And my peojile are blacklisted from the I’i^ht to 
vote in Texas and I don't Avant them blacklisted from jobs in 
Chicaii’o. 

Tlie Chairmax. All rijzlit : any otlier Avitne.^^ses ? 

Mr. T.yxcii. M"hat othei* oc(’U])ations haA^e yon had except as or¬ 
ganizer or edticational director foi* the Communist Pai’ty? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. I Inne had no other occupation in the last 9 
A’cars other than functionary of the Comiinudst Party. 

Mr. Lvxcir. Foi- the 9 years, Avhat Avas your occupation then ? 

^Ir. Lioiitfoot. I Avas a student. 

:\rr. Lyxc’h. Mdiere ? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. Hi^li school. 

Mr. Lyx'cii. Mdiat hioh school? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. And colleiie. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Mdiat hi^’h school ? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. MYndell Phillips Hia'h School. 

Mr. Lyxc ii. Chicaoo ' 

^Ir. Lioiitfoot. Chicago. 

]Mr. Lyxcii. You Avent ri^ht from hioh school into the Communisl 
Ihirty Avork, is that correct ? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. About a year latcn\ 

Mr. Lyxcii. Durinjr that year you engaged in no occipiation? 

Mr. Lightfoot. I Avorked part-time 
Mr. Lyxcii. M'here? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. Pidlman Co. 

Mr. Lyxcii. As a porter? 

.Ml'. Lioiitfoot. Xo, car cleaner. 

Mr. Lyxcii. AVhere? 

]\Ir. Lioiitfoot. Chicago. 

]Mr. Lyxcii. Doing Avhat at tlie Pullman Co.? 

]\Ii’. Lioiitfoot. Car cleaner. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Have a’ou been emjiloyed at any time on any Federal 
or State relief project? 

Mr. Lioiitfoot. I liaA^e been employed on no GoATU-nmeiit project. 
^Ir. Lyxcii. On both? 

^Ir. Lioiitfoot. On none. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Ai’e yon a member of the Workers' Alliance? 
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Mr. Liohtfovt. I nm not a menibei’ of the Workers- Alliance. 

Mr. Lynch. Have you ever been a member of the MMrkers’ 
Alliance t 

Mr. Ligiitfout. I have never been a membei* of the M^)rkers’ 
Alliance. 

]Mr. Lynch. Ho^y lon^r 4 i 4 yon work for the Pullman Co. ? 

Mr. Lightfcot. Oh. about G months. 

Mr. Lynch. You quit yoni* job and Avent to- 

Mr. Lightfo'ot. Went to scliool. ' 

Mr. Lynch, What is that ^ 

Ml*. Ligiitfoot. MYnt to school. 

Mr. Lynch. And after school yon went right in to the vrork - 

Mr. Ligiitfoot. I i*emained unem]Dloyed. 

Mr. Lynch. For how long? 

Mr. Ligiitfoot. AYell. about G montlis oi* a 3 T^ar almost. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Then 3^011 went to work with the Communist Part 3 ’*? 
Mr. Ligiitfoot. That is i*ight. 

I\Ii‘. Lynch. How much is your salarv now? 

^Mr. Lightf(.ot. $20 a vceek. 

I\Ir. Lynch. And who pa3\s atuh* salar3'? 

Mr. Ligiitfoot. Financial secretaiT. 

Mr. Lynch. And who is the financial secretary? 

Mr. Lightfoot. I decline to answer for the reasons enumerated 
before. 

The Chairman. You are instructed to answer the ([uestion and you 
decline to do so? 

Mr. Ligiitfoot. I decline. 

IMr. Lynch. Xow, in the records, as organizers, 3^011 come in 
contact with the iieAv members Avho are secured, don't you ? 

Ml*. Ligiitfoot. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Lynch. And if a new member is secured, sa 3 ^ like John 
Smith, he is issued a card; isn't he? 

Mr. Ligiitfoot. Issued a card? 

Mr. Lynch. Yes. 
iMr. Lightfoot. Xo. 

'Mr. Lynch. Xo card is issued. 

Mr. Lightfoot. Xo card is issued. 

Mr. Lynch. Hoav does he knoAV he is a member—what creden¬ 
tials does he have? 

Ml*. Lightfoot. He has no credentials. 

Mr. Lynch. How does he know he is a member? How does he 
know he is being accepted and can attend a branch meeting? 

Mr. Lightfoot. After he pa 3 "s his dues, 

Mr. Lynch. Does he get a receipt? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Xo. 

Mr. Lynch. Don't 3^)11 ])ut a stamp in his book? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Xo. 

Mr, Lynch. Don’t you have anv jiartv books? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Xo. 

Mr. Lynch. Well, who knows whether he is a meinlier wlien he 
comes to a meeting? 

Mr. Lightfoot. The members know each other. 

Mr. Lynch. And how manv members do 3^011 have in Chicago? 
IMr. Lightfoot. Oh. I don't know exactly in Chicago. 
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]\Ir. Lyxcti. A])|)i‘()xini;itoly. 

Mr. Ligiitfoot. About u.OOO. 

^Ir. Lynch. In Chicairo nloiio? 

^Jr. Ligiitfoot. Yes. 

Ml*. Lyxc'Ii. How luaiiy do you have iu the entire State of 
Illinois. 

Ml*. LioiiTFOoT. Oh. about (hOOO. 

Mr. Lyxcti. And do you send the names of the new nionibers to 
the head(|uai*ters in New Yoi*k ^ 

.M r. L10in FOOT. AVe do not. 

.Air. Lynch. AVhat ? 

Mr. Lightfoot. AYe do not. 

Mr. Lynch. AVhat is your social-security number, under what 
name? 

Air. Lightfoot. I haven't irot my number .on me. 

Air. Lynch. Y^hat i 

Air. Lightfoot. I luiven't irot my number witli me. and I can't 
recall it by memory. 

Air. Lynch. You don't have it with you? 

Air. Lightfc^ot. Xo. 

Air. Lynch. Is it under your name? 

Air. Lightfoot. It is uncler my name. 

Air. Lyncti. YYll. if there are no lists kept how do you determine 
that there are approximately 5,000 members in Chicago? 

Air. Lightfoot. YY determine that on the basis of *dues. 

All*. Lynch. And you make your reports of tho.se dues to Xew 
York, don't you ? 

Air. Lighitoot. AVell, we send a certain percentage of our dues 
money to Xew YYrk. 

Air. Lynch. Do you send that by check oi* cash ? 

All*. Lightfoot. Send it through various methods. I am not 
familiar. 

Air. Lynch. Do you send it by chec*k or cash? 

Air. Lightfoot. YY send our money from the community I am 
M'orking in to the State and the State to Xew YY)rk. AAHiether they 
send it cash or check, I don't know. 

Air. Lynch. Ydiere is the State headcpiarters ? 

Air. Lightfoot. In Chicago. 

All*. Lynch. Y'here in Chicago? 

Air. Lightfoot. 208 Xorth Y'ells Street, room 201. 

Air. Lynch. Ydio is in charge there? 

Air. Lightfoot. Alorris Childs. 

Air. Lynch. Yliat is his position ? 

Air. Lightfoot. State executive secretary. 

Air. Lync’h. And you give him the money that is collected from 
your particular organization ? 

Air. Lkjhtfoot. I don't: the financial secretary handles it. 

All*. Lynch. And then he in turn turns it over to Xew York? 

Air. Lightfoot. Xew York. 1 ]u*esuine he turns it over to the 
State financial secretary. 

Air. Lync'H. And who in turn turns it over to XYw YYrk at the 
national head<iuarters ? 

Air. Lightfoot. Perhaps. 
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Mr. Lynch. And if you submit say $100 to tliat particular ])arty, 
you liayc to let him know ^y]Jat it is f(u\ don't you. \yhether for dues 
or Pkirl Bro^yder's defense fund, don't you? 

]Mr. Ligiitfoot. Of course. 

]Mr. Lynch. And do you write a letter on tliat ? 

Mr. I ^iGiiTFOOT. Do I write a letter to wlio? 

^Ir. Lynch. Tlie man you sent the money to. 

]Mr. Lightfoot. It is carried downtown—a yeiT simple process— 
streetcar and automo])ile and you get there. 

Ml*. Lynch. Do you haye a list what it is for, whether for dues? 
Mr. Lightfoot. We haA’e a list for dues specitied. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Don't you keep a record of that for your own infor¬ 
mation ? 

]\fr. Lightfoot. I don't keep a record. 

^fr. Lynch. Does anybody keep a record in your otiice ? 

!^fr. Lightfoot. I don’t keei) a record and no one else keeps a 
record. 

Mr. Lynch. You destroy all records? 

]\Ir. Lightt^oot. Destroy all records. 

Ml*. Lynch. How long haye you had the practice of destroying 
records i 

Mr. Lightfoot. Since our offices and homes haye been inyaded b\ 
peo])le. 

Mr. Lynch. How long ago was that ? 

]\fr. CoiiNi IVill you allow him to finish, ]Mr. Lynch? 

]Mr. Lynch. What time was that? 

Mr. Lightfoot. That started about October. 

Mr. Lynch. October what year? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Last year. 

^Ir. Lynch. Was your home eyer inyaded? 

Mr. I hghtfoot. ^fy home personally was not. 

]\fr. Lynch. Llaye you been instructed from New York to destroy 


all 


ords 


Mr. Lighti\)ot. I haye been receiying no instructions from New 
York. 

Mr. Lynch. Who told you to destroy the records? 

Mr. Lkhitfoot. My State secretary. 

Mr. Lynch. Who is the State secretary ? 

Afr. Lightfoot. ^lorris Childs. 

Mr. Lynch. He gaye you that information last October? 

Mr. Lightfoot. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. That is all. 

Mr. Ligiftfoot. Mr. Chairman. I would like to raise a question 
before the committee. It is not releyant to the inyestigation- 

Mr. Lynch. Then I submit he hasn’t any right to raise it. 

Tlie Chairhan. If it isn't releyant to the inyestigatioji we can't 
hear it. 

Tlie committee will stand adjourned until tomorrow morning at 
10 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:40 ]). m., the hearing was adjourned until 10 
a. m., Friday, April 12, 1040.) 




LWESTIGATIOX OF FX-AMEEICAN PKOFAGAXDA 
ACTIVITIES IX THE EXITED STATES 


FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 1940 

IIoT'SE OF KePRESENTATIVES, 

Special C'o:>oiittee ox X"x-A 3 ieiucax Activities. 

Waxh'nujtoiK IK (\ 

The committee met nt 10 a. m.. Hon. Martin Dies (cliairman) pre- 

hiding. 

The CTiaiilaiax. The committee will come to order. The Chair is 
>ittino- as a subcommittee of one under the regulations, until the other 
members arrive. 

Mrs. Selby is your fii’st witness. Mrs. Selby, will yon raise your 
right hand. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God. 

Mrs. Walter Owexs Selp.v. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. WALTER OWENS SELBY, CHESTERTOWN, MB. 

]Nfr. Lyxcit. Your name is iHrs. XYalter Owens Selby ? 

^Irs. Selby. Yes. 

Mr. Lyxcii. And your home is in Chestertown. Md.? 

Mrs. Selby. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Lyxcii. On the Kastern Shore? 

Mrs. Selby. Yes. 

^Ir. Lyxch. And, ]Mrs. Selby, your son, Vernon, went to Spain 
in May 1987, did he not ? 

Mrs. Selby. Xo ; September. 

?^Ir. Lyxcii. September 1987? 

^frs. Selby. Yes. 

I\Ir. Lyxcii. xVnd thereafter did you receive letters from him from 
time to time ? 

Mrs. Selby. Yes: beginning October 14. 

Mi*. Lyxcii. Lntil when did you receive your last letter from him. 
Mrs. Selby i 

^Irs. Selby. T(*bi*uary 27, 1988 . That is. it was dated February 
27. 1988 . I received it about 4 weeks later. 

Mr. Lyxc ii. And this is the letter here, is it not ? 

[ Handing letter to the witness.] 

Yh'S. Selby. Yes. 

Lyxcii. And he says in here that he received your letter of 
January 22 and was glad to hear from you. 

Tliero is little I am able to tell you except that I am well and irettinir 

alr)ii^ okay. There conltl be more to tell you but the censorship prohibits it so 
1 will have to save all that for a later date. 
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And there are some other matters which are not ])ertinent. Were 
there other occasions when some of his letters were not received, Mrs. 
Selby? 

Mrs. SELiiY. I don't think I missed more than two or thi^ee, probably 
four, at the most. 

Mr. Lynch. Did there come a time when yon wei-e advised that 
he was missing? 

Mrs. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. And did you take the matter up with the State De¬ 
partment ? 

Mrs. Selby. At once. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Throiioh LongTessman Ctoldsborough who was your 
Congressman ? 

Mrs. Selby. Yes. I had the notice xVpril 8 that he was missing xVpril 
1. That is when I received the notice but he was missing April 1. 

Mr. Lynch. Missing April 1, 1938? 

INli s. Selby. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. You did not know that he was going to Spain until 
after he had left, did you ? 

Mrs. Sp:lby. Xo, I didn't have any idea until I received his first 
letter. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow, did you receive this lettei- from Simon LeinotF, 
dated March 23, 1939, from Los Angeles, Calif., sent to yon at Ches- 
tertown, Md. ? 

Mrs. Selby. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. I would like to read this letter into the record. It is 
on the letterhead of the Friends of the xV.braham Lincoln Brigade, 
617 Union League Building, Los Angeles, Calif. The letter is dated 
March 23, 1939. 


Dear ^Irs. Selby: It grioves me very much that you are taking your son’s 
absence so hard. I’m sure he would not like yo\i to worry so innch. 

I have made inquiries coiu'erning y(Mir son and cannot get anything definite, 
but regardless of where he is, or what hapueiied to him, y(ui must understand 
that he went to Spain because he believed in democracy, and he knew he was 
on the side of justice. Hc' had the courage of his convicti<nis which really 
puts him on a part with Washington and Lincoln. Please remember that 
worrying yourself to a nervous breakdown will not do you or anybody else any 
good, only harm. You should accept the fact that he is missing and, of coiirse, 
if he is able to write to you he would, as I surmise from your letter. 

I have asked about Mr, Ilonecombe, but evidently he is not in this city at 
the present time. 

Am extremely sorry you have gone through so much distress, Mrs. Selby, 
but remember that by woi’rying you are merely doing what your son w(mld not 
want you to do, so try to keep yourself under control, or else you will be a case 
for a doctor. 

Sincerely yours. 


Simon Letnoff. 


And on this letterhead the officers and sponsors, which tlie reporter 
can copy into the record, appear together with the national sponsors. 

(The officers, sponsors, and national sponsors refei'red to by Mr. 
Lynch, are as follows:) 

Officers: C. H. .Jordan, chairman, Secretary American Radio Telegraph Asso¬ 
ciation: Mrs. Alice Eaton, honorary chairman and Morris Lappin, treasurer, 
and Sophie Feider, exe(*utive secretary. 

Sponsors: Rube Roroughts, Harold Ruchman, James Cagney, Supervisor John 
Anson Ford, Leo Gallagher, Lee E. Geyer, J. W. Gillette, Lillian Heilman, 
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JiuliK" liobort W. Kenny, (’aroy MiAVilliams. Ass(Mnl)lyinaii Bon Uosentlial, 
JinljL'o Lo.'^tor W. liotb, Frank Scully. As.<(unblyniaii Jack li. Toiiny, Oliver 
'J'li<u‘iir<»n. (’liarlos L. rpton, and (^lara Weatliorwax. 

Xational sponscu’s: Oonj^ros.^nian John T. Bernard, Muriel Oraper. Loui.s 
Fisher. Henry Hart, John Ilousenian, Archibald MacLeish, Jack H. ^Miller, 
Walliin^lord Ueiij:.ijer, Williaiu Uollins, Jr., and Upton Sinclair. 

And aI<o thi.s lettei* of July oO. 1038. wa.s received by you, was it 
not, Mrs. Selby i 

lllandinir lettei’ to the witness.] 
iNIi s. Sf:i.uy. Yes. 

Mr. Lyx('h. And on the ollicial letterhead appear the names of the 
iiatioikd olKcers. s])oiisors. Maiwland branch, executive secretary, and 
exe(‘utive committee. The re[)orter will copy these into the record. 

(The national ofHcei's, sponsors, INIaiydand branch chairman, exec¬ 
utive seci’etary, and executive committee, are as follows:) 

Xaiional otlieor.s: David McKelvy White, chairnian; Win. D. Leider. treas¬ 
urer: Phil Bard, executive secretary; and Jack U. Milieu*, national organizer. 

Sp<uisors: Helen Arrlinr, liali)h Bates. Uongressman John T. Bernard. (Jyde 
B(‘als, Asa Bordages. James Cagney. Abram Chasins, ^Ijiriel Draper, Louis 
Fisluu*. Francis J. (torman, Henry Hart, Lillian Heilman. Langston Hughes, 
Fred Keating. Julia (diurch Kolar, Arthur Kober, Archibald MacLeish, ('arl 
Sandburg. Wullingford Beiggeu*. Lsabel Walker Soule. Upton Sinclair, Donald 
Ogdeui Srewai't. and Paul Strum. 

Maryland branch: (Jiairinaii. Frederick Arnold Knmmer, Sr. 

Executive .'secretary: (’olemaii Blum. 

Fx(*cutive committee: .Margaret Baker, Dr. Albert K. Bliimberg, Alphonse 
Butnov, Michael (lallo, Cregory Krause. Frederick Arnold Kummer, Jr., Bev. 
Joseph S. Xowak. Jr., (’. A. P). Slireve. Dr. Ptoss Thalheinier, Fanny Tuomi, and 
Charb‘.< William.s. 


Mr. Lyxch. The name of Dr. Albert E. Blumbero* appears among 
the names of the executive committee. 

Tills letter is dated fluly 30, 1939. It I’eads: 


:^1y I)t:AR Mrs. Sei.by : I trust you will pardon my seeming neglect in not 
answering you .sooner as I have been busy moving and have .spent little time 
at the othce. 

1 ticke pleasure in enclosing a couple of tickets from the last meeting iu 
BaltinKH*e as per your re(piest. We hope to have another like it next month. 

Hereafter kindly write to Viuir sou iu care of the following address: 

“Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, care of Comite Internationale 
d’Aide d(‘ Penph* Usijagiiol, 1 Cite Paradis, Paris, France.” who will then 
atteii*!)" delivery of all mail addressed through them. 

Kindly addrt'ss any checks to Friends of the Aliraham Lincoln Brigade, 
r^laryland P.ranch. 

I hop(‘ to gin to Xew York soon and will do my utmost there to find out 
some news uf interest to you. In tb(‘ meantime 1 hope .von will continue to 
“keep your chin up‘‘ and hope for the best. 1 am sure the mystery will be 
solved seen. iMav I extiuid my kindest personal wishes to you and your 
family, and suggest you feel free to call on me at any time. 

(’erdially yours. 


Coleman Blum. 


And T think. Selby, you said that iu April 1938 you were 
officially advised through Congressman Goldsborough. who had taken 
the matter up with the State Deitartment. that your son was evi¬ 
dently missing at that timef 

Mr.<. Sfxhy. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Lyxch. And you have never been able to find ont what really 
hapjmied to him. have you? 

^Irs. Sp:lhy. Xo. 

^Ir. Lyxch. That is all. 
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Tlie Chairmax. Tliniik you. Selby. 

Mr. Lynch. May the witness be exeused. Mr. Cliairiuau? 

The Ciiairaian. Yes. the witness is excused. 

Tlie next witness is ]\Iaxwell M. AVallach. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your rio-ht hand and be sAvorn. Dc 
you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the AAdiole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you (xod ( 

TESTIMONY OE MAXWELL M. WALLACE, DETKOIT, MICH. 

Mr. AVallach. I do. 

]Mr. Lynch. Mr. M^allacli. will you iriA^e tlie reporter your full 
name. ]>lease. sir ? 

Mr. Wallac'ii. Maxwell M. Mhillach. 

INIr. Lynch. And your address. Mr. Wallacli ? 

Mr. MAliacii. Hotel Imj^ei’ial. Detroit. IMich. 

Mr. Litnch. And, Mr. Wallach. did vou have a son Avho went to 
Spain? 

Mr. AVallach. I did. 

Mr. Lynch. Mliat year did he o-q to S])ain ? 

Mr. AYallach. In tlie year 1987. the early part. 

Lynch. And any jiai ticular month i Can you fix it more 
definitely ? 

Air. AValiach. AA^elh to the best of my knowled^'e it was about 
February or Alarcli of 1937. 

Air. Lynch. And kindly ^'ive us his a<>‘e at that time. 

Air. AYallach. At that time A1 was 23 years of age. 

Air. Lynch. And his fnll name, please, sir ? 

Mr. AAAllach. Alliert AI. AAhillach. 

The Chairman. Atay 1 announce a subcommittee of the chairmaip 
Air. A^oorhis of California and Air. Thomas of New Jersey. AMu 
may proceed. 

Air. Lynch. Air. AAhillach, was he employed at the time he left or 
was he attending school? 

All’. AAAliach. He was engaged in the adA^ertising business in the 
city of XcAv AYirk. 

Air. Lynch. Do you know anything aliout the method in which 
he Avas recruited ? 

Air. AALallach. U])on iiiATStigation last year I ascei’tained the 
method. 

Air. Lynch. AAMl you kindly state it for the benefit of the c<mi- 
mittee, please, sir? 

Air. AALallach. I found that he Avas given a sum of money in the 
city of Ncav AMrk by the so-called International AAMrkei’s Order at 
Xo. 80 Fifth Avenue, and that he, together Avith another gentleman. 
Avas to go acro.^^s to Spain, and thei’e he had on his person the sum of 
$3,000, Avhich Avas to pay the individual expenses of the boys as they 
Avere needed. 

Air. Lynch. Did 3^011 receiA^e letters from him after liis arrival in 

Sixain ? 

Air. AATallach. There Avere just one or tAvo letters tliat came from 
him as late as July 1937. 

Air. Lyncui. And after the last letter Avas receiA^ed, did ^mu make 
any inqnir}^ or an}^ iiiATStigation as to AAhat occurred? 
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Mr. IVaij.ac'ii. As soon ;is I definitely knew tlnit he was in Spain 
I ('()ntaete(l the Stale l)ep;n*lnient in AVasliiiiiiton and made repeated 
aj)j)eal> for tlieni to inteivede and obtaiii liis release and discharge 
from Spain. 

]\l!'. Lynch. And did you receive any infoianation as to what lie 
was doiiiii' or his whereabouts and condition? 

Mr. AVai.lacii. Yes: throuah the American consul in Spain the 
State l)e])artnient wa.s abh^ to notify me fi'om time to time just what 
was t a kina place there. 

Mr. Lyxcti. Did you have any particular letter of importance that 
would indicate at any jiarticulai’ time what was occuiadna? 

Mi*. Wallacui. First I had a telegram here January G from Cordell 
Hull. 

Air. Lyxc'h. Stating that tin* matter would be investigated? 

]Mr. M\\LLAcn. ddiat is i*iaht. 

]\Ir. Lyx( H. Did yon have any letters from your son in which he 
de>cribed the conditions over thei'e and what he Avas doinp;? 

Mi*. IVall h*!!. Xo. 

Ml*. Lyxcii. Did he say anythino* as to whether or not there was 
a strict censoi*shi]) on the infoiTiiation he was able to o-et to you? 

]\Ir. Wallach. I had no dii*ect contact with him settino- any such 
thini:- foi*th. 

yiv. La'xc’h. Did you I'eceive any information thereafter from any¬ 
one ehe ( 

Mr. Wallai'ii. I did. T received a card from a salesman out of 
Switzerland who had. in his travels in Spain, contacted and siioken 
to my boy and my son had asked him to write to me so that I should 
lie al)le to do what I can to oet him released and discharged from 
Spain. 

Mr. Lyxcii. So a})})arently from that letter your son was unable 
to write you direi*t askinir that you secure his I'elease ? 

^Ir. M"alla('ii. That is what I under.stood. 

Mr. Lyx( II. And did you continue your efforts to o;et him released 
thereafter ? 

Mr. AVallacii. T did. I sent that card too-ether with my letter to 
the State Department and ao*ain apjiealed to the State Department as 
an American citizcm to do all they could throiio'h the Americn consul 
to have him discharged and sent out of Spain. 

Mr. Lyxcii, And they did, of cour.se- 

Mr. AVallacui. Finally on March G, 1938, I received a telegram 
from the State Department stating-: ‘‘Your son has been discharo-ed 
and released and is beino* sent out of Spain,'" but he never showed up. 

Mr. La'xcit. Did you eA’er check to determine Avhat happened to 
him after that date in March 1938? 

]Mr. AAh\LLAcii. T did. 

i\Ir. La'xi’h. AAdiat ha])}iened ? 

Mr. AA'allac’ii. After re(*eivino' that telegram I waited a reasonable 
time and tlien when he failed to sIioav up I took sick and I was in tlie 
liospital for a jieriod of about 10 Aveeks, l)ut when I finally came to 
myself I came to AAhishin^ton, made inquiries and found that tluw 
had no further word concerniim* the Avhereabouts or Avelfare of my 
son. 

I then went on to XeAA’ York to inAu^stiirate and conta(*ted seA^eral of 
the boys who had succeeded in cominir back alive from Spain, and 
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from them 1 ascertained tlie facts, which 1 foi*warded. not only to 
the State Department but to the Department of Justice and asked 
Attorney General Mnrphy. at the time, to cause his Department to- 
check up on my investipition and to have these men who were res])on- 
sible for the killing: of my son bronydit to the bar of justice for 
prosecution here. 

Mr. Lynch. And what did that investimition show, ^Ir. Wallach ? 

^Ir. Waijacii. It showed that after sevei*al elTorts had been made to 
kill mv son they finally succeeded in the month of July 1938. 

Mr.LY Ncii. And the efforts wei‘e made by whom to kill him 

Mr. Wallach. By the, as I understand it, these peoide in charo*e 
of the affairs of the Abraham Lincoln Bi*ii>ade. This ha])pened in 
a so-called prison camp oi- jail known as Castle de Fells, which I 
understand is about 25 kilometers south of the city of Barcelona and 
that it was done undei' the supervision of the officer known a< Cap¬ 
tain Gates, and that the man in charge of this prison was a fellow 
by the name of Tony de ^Nlaio, who I understand was the aetual 
killei*. not only of my boy but of six othei* Amei*ican boys whose re¬ 
mains to this very moment are in the courtyai’d of this prison camp, 
Castle de Fells. 

Mr. Lynch. And was tliere any intimation that they were killed 
because they had sought their release from service on tlie side of the 
Loyalists in Spain? 

]\Ir. Wallach. It was because it was known that efforts were l>e- 
in^ made in his behalf to have him released that they took a dislike 
to him and decided that the best thino- that they could do was to 
kill him rather than have him come back to America and let the 
people here know what these Communists weiv (huno^ in Spain. 

]NIr. Lynch. Do you recall any informatio]i or any conversation 
when you speak about other Amei'icans. abo\it a youni>- American 
fi‘om the west coast—I think from Seattle, named Summers, who was 
a student at one of the large universities out there and was taken 
and enlisted and reciaiited in the last year? 

iMr. IVallach. Of course, in my conversations with these I’eturned 
soldiers names were mentioned—Summers, a fellow by the name of 
Xorris, I think another boy by the name of K^^ller, but. frankly, 
I didn't take particulai* notice of them. ^laybe you will call that 
a selfish intei’est. I was interested iit knoMung what happened with 
my boy and that ^va^ what I Avas concerned with. 

^Ir. Lynch. I will shoAv you the name of your son. INIr. Wallach. 
‘All*. Albert Wallach,*’ on the ])assenger list [handing paper to the 
Avitness]. 

Mr. Wallach. Of the steamshi]) Paris. 

iNIr. Lynch. Of the steamship Paris of March 1937? 

^Ir. Wallach. That is a coi*rect sailing li>t .shoAving my son sailed 
on that ship to Spain. 

Mr. Lynch. These felloAvs that you contacted u]3 in XeAv Yoi*k, 
ilr. Wajlach. gaA^e, you the information Avhich you diligently sou<z'ht 
out. Hoav did they describe the conditions existing oati* there Avith 
relation to these American boys? 

(Xo ansAver.) 

^Fr. Lynch. Do you recall any of the conditions they described 
existing in Spain that you can give to the committee? 
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Mv. Wallacii. My ^eiiernl ivaction to the stories 1 obtained from 
the four or Hve that 1 ii^terviewed in Yoi‘k was a dissatisfaction 
with the personnel in cliai'^e: that the entire movement they found 
upon ari-ival in S])ain was a selHsli one in that tliose in cliar^e were 
liTin^* to re(*eive all the benefits they could out of the movement and 
that the men themselves were treated like—worse than doirs. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Ami when you speak about receiving benefits from the 
movement, did it also include financial benefits? 

^Ir. Wai.lach. Such thino-s as sup|)lies that were sent over instead 
of bein^^ disti'ibuted amon^' the men were even sold by these so-called 
officials in charge so that they coidd have the cash to* use upon them¬ 
selves selfishly. 

Mr, Lyxch. You mean the officials of the Abraham Lincoln 

Brin'ad(‘ ? 

^Ii‘. AVallacii. Lhat is I’i^ht. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Do you have any letter tliere particulai'ly, ^ h \ AVal- 
lach, that des(‘ribes conditions in Spain? 

Mr. Walla('Ii. I have a letter in addition to the five foi-mer soldiers 
of Sixain that I interviewed. I received a letter fi'om the Depaif- 
ment of State on ^lay 11. in which they enclosed a letter from one 
Edward Pale^a, out of the Cliica^o office of the Friends of the Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln Briizade, at ;M11 North Sacramento Avenue, Chicago, 
Ill., dated ^lay 3. 1939, which reads as follows: 

Secrttaky (^ordkul Hrru 

Departme nt of State. Washington, D. C. 

Deaf Sir: If the father of Albert Wallach, foi-merly of the 15th Brigade 
Tntei-naiional of the Spaiiisli Loj^alist Army is seeking information about his 
b^on. please ask him to commiinicate with me as 1 may he able to aid him. 

Very truly youi’s. 

Edward Palega. 

I then, upon receivinir this letter, contacted Mr. Palega. He wrote 
to me on August 20, 1939, as follows: 

My Dear Mr. Wallach. Your son Albert made me promise to let you know 
of his eondition if and when I got out of Spain alive. 

I don’t know what happc'ned to him. For that rea.son T hate to .<ay any¬ 
thing, but he and 1 were in pri.sou together in the International Brigade*pris<»n 
of Castle de Fells, about twenty-tive kilometers south of Barcelona. The prison 
was in the (’astle. (’astle de Fells on a hill toj) overlooking the town. 

We were th(U‘e together in June and .July 1U:J8. He was arrested in Barcelona 
in June while wearing civilian clothes and while cari-ying alleged forged papers 
from the American Consul, stating he was under protection <»f the United 
States Govc'rnment. 

hV)r that reason he was susi)ected of being a spy. One day he was taken 
out r»f our c(‘ll. Two days latm-, due to a murderous intent of the prison com¬ 
mander, I was beaten ui) and thrown into the black hole Xo. 0. Al!)ert was 
already there. He had really been given a beating. They liad nothing against 
iiK^ so my heating wasn’t bad, as I was all right in a few days. But Albert 
was quite ill and was hardly able to sjjeak. 

Al) 0 Ut a week after I entered that cell Alhm’t was taken out in the night¬ 
time. Though 1 inquired everywhere I could never learn what hai)pened to 
him. bur 1 am afraid he may have* been kilh'd that night. 

1 must ask you not to show this letter to any one ami above all not to tise 
my nam(‘ or (ju<*te nu'. I want m» one to know 1 was in prison and 1 write this 
(3nly be<'aus(* 1 j>romised A1 I would. P>ut you muv know he was aliv(‘ until 
sometime in July It may he the chu* that will tell yon the' whole story <ir 

it may lead you to the truth, I don't know which. 

Consul F1o(k1 in Barccdona may be able to give you moi‘(‘ <»f the stoi\v. I 
don't know. But he knt'W Albert personally during May and .June of 3t‘oS. 
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Also Col<nu‘l FiKina, American Military Attache, at the Barcelona Consulate 
now. 

^lay 1 say by way of explanation that even tlioiiixh the writen asks 
me not to use his name and not to sliow the letter, I feel it is my duty 
in an expose of this kind to present the facts and I hope I am not 
remirded ill as a result of readino- this leltei- into the record, because 
I believe the American ])eople here will oive this man sufficient ]iro- 
tection that the Communists won't be able to retaliate apiinst him 
for revealino- what he knew to have taken place. 

Mr. Thomas. It is not clear to me why your son and these other 
boys were in i:)rison, Would yon please tell the committee what yon 
know about that { You probably have told it. 

Mr. ALLAOH. The only I'eason I could ascertain was because 
.selfish motives of these individuals in chai'gv of the brio-ade prompted 
the ai'restin^ of these boys who were fio-htinir and a.< 2 :itatin^' a^'ainst 
theii* selfish conduct, and because they wei-e afraid that if they 
returned alive to xVmerica the peo]fie in this coimtiT would know 
the facts, they decided to do away with them on the wholesale basis. 

Mr. Lyx(ui. ^Ir. Wallach, in that letter which you have just lead 
it refers to the fact that your son was carrying papers which showed 
that he was under the protection of the American Government. 
Now, it was a fact that before that time you had endeavored and 
had succeeded, throuo’h the State Depai’tment, in ^ettina’ him the 
protection of the American Government over there, hadn't you ? 

]\Ir. Walla(’h. I had made direct contact with the Amei'ican consul 
thi‘ouo-h the State Department. 

Mr. Lynch. So vrhen they speak about having found these papers 
upon your son and which they reoaialed as foi'o-eries, and thou^aht he 
was a spy, the fact was that through youi' efforts with the State 
Depai-tment they were actually a<^muine papers, weren't they? 

Ml-. WallaCH. Absolutely. 

Mr. Lync’h. And, of course, you never heard any—there never 
was any question of any trial of anybody over there on matters of 
that sort, was thei'e? 

]\Ir. Wallach. How could there be a trial? What Government 
did they represent ? They were not connected with the Spanish 
Army or the Spanish Government. They were a bunch of o-nerrillas 
that went to Spain too-ether and took unto themselves the law. They 
created law for themselves—an irresponsible <iroup. 

Mr. La’N(Ui. ]\Ir. Wallach, are there any other facts or information 
that you have on this iiKpiiry that you feel would be helpful to the 
committee ? 

Mr. Walla(Ut. Well, the only thino- i^ that T know that when 
Judo-e ^lunphy was the Attorney General and head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice he had promised me that an investiiration would be 
made and if the facts justified there would be indictments foi- the 
recruiting* of American boys to be sent over on this foi-eign mission, 
and thouixh a lono- time did take ]fface eventually indictments were 
p]‘esented in Detroit, and I know that the jui\v, the Federal 

ixrand jury in New York, was holding* sessions and conductino- its 
investiijations with the hope that indictments there, too, would be 
lodired airainst those responsible. 

Unfoi-tunately, Jiido’e ^lurphy was promoted and a new man came 
in and the fii-st tiling I heard throuirh the press was that on February 
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16 the new xVttoi'iiey General issued a statement that he would have 
the indictments tlirown out and the investigation stopped because 
he claimed no ])ublic injury was done. 

Now, I say this: A greater public injury than murdering American 
citizens, no matter where it took jilace, could not possibly'happen. 

Now, wliere is the justitication on the part of the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral in saying that no public injury was done, and I feel that this 
committee, re])i'esenting the legislative branch of government, is ]yer- 
forming a public duty in arousing the public interest to call upon 
the head of the law-enforcement agency of our Government to re¬ 
investigate and take this matter up anew against those responsible 
for taking American lives in this irresponsible way in Spain. 

Mr. Thomas, ilr. Chairman, I would like to say right there, this 
committee has called upon the Attorney General and the Department 
of Justice for coo])eration right from the start and I have ^Tt to see 
a scintilla of cooperation from the Department of Justice, particu¬ 
larly the present Attorney General. 

This matter of quashing those indictments is just typical of the 
kind of things he stands for and does and I am getting sick of it. 

Mr. Waij^vch. Aftei* all I feel the so-called Communist interest 
ill this country is rather a vei’v small minorit}^, and while protecting 
civil rights of these minorities who are trying to tear the insides 
out of us may be in place, 3 ^et at the same time where it is demon¬ 
strated that human life has been taken and*a great public injury has 
been done, the least the Attorney General of the United States can 
do is to see tliat where the laws have been violated prosecutions 
should take place. Let the American juries pass upon the guilt of 
those responsible. 

Mr. 1Mo:mas. That is right, 

INIr. Lynch. Anything further, ]\Ir. Chairman? 

!Mr. VooRHTS. I would like to ask a question. 

iNIr. Wallach, so far as you know when your son enlisted what did 
he think lie was doing? ^Miat I mean is, What were the motives 
that he had when he first enlisted to go to Spain? 

ifr. Wali^ich. Well, let me make this plain to you. I did not 
loiow that he was enlisting. I did not know for months later that he 
had actually enlisted and gone to Spain. But what I did ascertain 
from others he thought he was going into a movement that had be¬ 
hind it the highest human impulse, human ideals, like a great many 
others that went into it, only to find out when they got there that it 
was nothing but a racket operated in this country by a handful for 
their own personal selfish gain. 

Mr. VouRHTS. One other question. Don’t you think that one thing 
that motivated—I don’t know whether it motivated your son, but 
other people—was the fact that they felt that on the other side of 
that struggle that there was support being given by foreign gov¬ 
ernments? 

Mr. Wallacir That probably was the reason as I have ascertained 
from investigation and talking with those that lived to return. 

The Chairmax. You have made a very extensive investigation? 

INlr. Wallach. I spent several weeks personally contacting men. 
It was hard to get them to talk. They were afraid of their lives even 
when they returned here, for fear these Communists, if they knew 
they^ were revealing the facts, would kill them here. 
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Mr. VooRHis. Do you know of any case where anything like that 
happened ? 

Mi \ Wallach. No, I don’t because, frankly speaking, this is the 
first opportunity in a public way that we have had a chance to 
present the evidence. 

The Chairman. Any other questions, gentlemen? 

Mr. Lynch. That is all, Mr. Chairman. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Wallach. 

Mr. Wallach. If you want the picture of Albert for the purpose 
of tying him up with those that returned, I will gladly let you 
have it. 

The Chairman. How old was he when he went to Spain? 

Mr. Wallach. When he enlisted he was 23 years of age. 

The Chairman. A graduate of a high school? 

Mr. Wallach. No, but he was—I might as well put that in the 
record, too. He had attempted to enter West Point and he had 
prepared for entrance to West Point and subsequently received a 
commission as a lieutenant in the Eeserve of the American Army 
and was connected Avith the Three Hundred and Sixth Infantry in 
New York City. 

The Chairman. Was he an idealistic young man? Was he a young 
man with high ideals? 

Mr. Wallach. Very. 

The Chairman. And believed in democracy? 

Mr. Wallach. He certainly did. 

The Chairman. The type that would be misled into believing that 
he was fighting for a good cause? 

Mr. Wallach. That is right. 

The Chairman. You don't think he would ever have gone to Spain 
if he had thought or if he had known what the situation was? 

Mr. Wallach. Why, of course not. He was American born. His 
interests were those that we, you and I. have receiA^ed as a result of 
attending American institutions of learning. 

Mr. Thomas. Mr. Chairman, this is just one more instance and 
illustration of the idealism of the American youth being capitalized 
by these subversiA^e elements. 

Mr. Wallach. And that is why it is more important that this 
Government protect our youth against its own indiscretions. 

Mr. Thomas. That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. The next witness is Mr. Honeycombe. 

The Chairman. Raise your right hand, Mr. Honeycombe. Do you 
solemnly swear to tell the truth, the Avhole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN G. HONEYCOMBE, FOEMEE MEMBEE OF THE 
ABEAHAM LINCOLN BEIGADE 

]\Ir. Honeycombe. I do. 

Mr. IMattheaa^s. Will you please state your full name for the 
record ? 

Mr. Honeycoimbe. John Gordon Honeycombe. 

The Chairman. ]\Ir. Counseh before Ave go on with the examination 
of this Avitness the Chair has receiA^ed information—I don’t know how 
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jiiithontic it is—that one of the witnesses here to testify was beaten 
lip last night; that a group practically kidnaped him and inflicted 
bodily injury upon him. I doirt know whether there is any founda¬ 
tion for that or not, but this committee must protect the witnesses 
who appear here. 

I think there ought to be some determination of that fact and im¬ 
mediate means should be made to protect all witnesses, regardless of 
who they are, when they attend this committee. They are entitled 
to the protection of the Government of the United States, so I think 
that it might be well for us to go into that jihase of it if you can, as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. Lynch. Very well. 

Mr. Matthews Mr. Honeycombe, what is 3^0111' address? 

Mr. Honeycombe. 223 North Oxford Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Where were 3 "ou born ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Ilion, N. Y. 

Mr. ilATTHEWS. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I was. 

Mr. Matthews. Where? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Matthews. Did 3^011 hold any positions in the Communist 
Part 3 ^ or its subsidiaiy organizations? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Will 3"Ou please enumerate them? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I was the field organizer for the southern Cali¬ 
fornia district of the Friends of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Matthews. When was that? 

Mr. Honeycombe. 1933 to 193G. 

Mr. Matthews. Will 3 ou please state briefly for the lecord at this 
time what you found to be the facts with reference to the Communist 
Party’s control of the Friends of the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Honeycombe. They were tlie creators of the organization for 
the purpose of the recognition of the U. S. S. K. and the United 
States Government recognition of the U. S. S. E. Government in 1933. 

Mr. Matthews. Were the activities of the Friends of the Soviet 
Union in general under the control of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Honeycombe. They were. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you receive instructions or orders to engage 
in the work of the Friends of the Soviet Union from the Communist 
Party? 

]\Ir. Honeycombe. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Did 3011, while 3 "ou were organizing for the 
Friends of the Soviet Union, receive directives from time to time 
with reference to the way 3^011 should carry out the work of the 
Friends of the Soviet Union from the Communist Party? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Can 3^011 give some of the specific details that in¬ 
dicate that? 

Mr. Honeycombe. The furthering of the propaganda by motion 
pictures and the lecture platform about the development of the social¬ 
ist economy form of government, how it functions; the difference 
between the autocrac 3 " of the Czars against the new democratic form 
of the Soviets, the workers and peasants and soldiers deputies. 
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Mr. Matthews. Was there a Communist Party froction working or 
functioning in the Friends of the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Controlled the Friends of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you please state as brietly as possible how a 
Communist Party fraction operates in such an organization as the 
Friends of the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. They are called upon for a meeting with the 
political bureau of the general section of which the organization 
happens to be located. They receive the directives from the com¬ 
mittee in New York, which in turn receives their instructions from 
the Communist International at Moscow. They are applied to the 
local conditions and sections and activities with respect to fraternal 
organizations, labor organizations, democratic groups generally and 
an infiltration of the democratic processes of those groups. 

Mr. ISlATTmnvs. Now, Mr. Honeycombe, when did you volunteer 
for enlistment in the Loyalist Army in Spain ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. 1937, in August. 

The Chairman. Wouldn’t it be well to find out more of his activi¬ 
ties in California for the Communist Party before you lead up to 
that ? 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Chairman, my thought in that respect was 
that Mr. Honeycombe had a great deal of experience in the Com¬ 
munist Party work in California and that would take a good deal 
of time to develop that testimony, and since he has first-hand knowl¬ 
edge with reference to this Spanish recruiting situation, that we 
would bring that out at this time. 

The Chairman. Well, bring that out at a later date but you will 
have to keep him here for us to hear it. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, will you please state the facts with reference 
to your enlistment in the Loyalist Army in Spain, Mr. Honeycombe? 

ilr. Honeycombe. I enlisted in the city of Los Angeles on August 
5, 1937. I arrived in La Havre, France, on August 21; was trans¬ 
ported over the Pyrenees Mountains—on foot rather, we hiked over— 
and was received at Figueras on September 1, 1937. 

There we entrained 3 days later to Albacete, the international base 
training headquarters and receiving depot. 

Mr. SIatthews. Before you go further into Spain, I would like 
to have you go back to the period before you sailed. Did you travel 
on an American passport? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Was that passport issued in your own name? 

Mr. Honeycombe. It was. 

Mr. Matthews. Were there any notations on your passport with 
reference to your entry into Spain? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Nothing other than it was marked “Not valid 
for travel in Spain.” 

Mr. INIatthews. Were American passports at that time generally 
so marked? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I understood they were. 

Mr. Matthews. But yours was marked “Not valid for travel in 
Spain” ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. Where did you obtain your passport? 
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]\rr. Hoxetcombe. San Francisco. 

:Mr. MATa'HEws. Did the party, the Communist Party, have any¬ 
thing to do with your enlistment? 

i\Ir. Honeyco:mbe. They had everything to do with it—all arrange¬ 
ments. 

Mr. ilATi'iiEws. Will you please state the facts, how were you 
approached or by whom? 

Mr. PIoneyco:mbe. By former members of the Communist Party 
whom I had known and associated with for years. 

Mr. iNlAraiEws. And what was tlie idea that was in their minds 
about your enlistment? 

Mr. Honeyco:mbe. Because they felt because of my previous World 
War service, both in the Army and Navy, that I should go over and 
do my part. 

Jlr. ilATTiiEws. Was enlistment in the State of California in the 
hands of communists or the Communist Party to your first-hand 
knowledge? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. It was. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you please describe more in detail the method 
as to how you were enlisted, what was said to you, and so on? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. I was approached by- 

ilr. ]MATrHEWS. And what you were told about your passport, if 
anything. 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Well, I was instructed to make the formal ap¬ 
plication for passport in the Pacific Electric Building at Sixth 
and Main in Los Angeles, at the commissioner’s office. 

I made out an affidavit to the effect that I was going over to 
England to my ancestral home for a 4 months’ visit. These wei'e 
cur instructions. 

]Mr. Matthews. You were insti’ucted to do that? 

]Mr. Hoxeycombe. That is right: not to reveal the intent or pur¬ 
pose of our trip. 

I so made out the application and swore to the affidavit. Three 
days later I receiATd my passport in San Francisco and I reported 
back to the office at the recruiting bureau, operated by one John 
Lightner, under the alias of INIr. West, and received my further in¬ 
structions to report the following day with my ticket and transpoida- 
tion, to New York where further arrangements would be made for 
my sailing. 

Mr. INIatitiews. Now, was it a Communist Party member who 
actually signed you up for Spain? 

]\Ir. iloxEYCO^MBE. It was. 

Mr. Matthews. Who was that Communist Party member? 

]Mr. Hoxeycombe. ^h\ Lightner. alias ^Ir. West. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Do you know what his first name was? 

]\rr. Hoxeycombe. John, I believe. 

Mr. ^Matthews. John Lightner? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. I am sure. 

^rATTiiEws. Alias West. You mean he was known as West in 
the Communist Party? 

INfr. Hoxeycombe. That is correct, and in the recruiting bureau. 

Mr. aNfATTHEws. And in the recruiting bureau ? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. That is right. 



7740 UN-AJMERICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Matthews. Were you examined by a physician for service in 
Spain ? 

JMr. Honeycombe. I was. 

Air. Matthews. What physician examined yon? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I don’t know whether I can think of the name 
now. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Was it Dr. Leo Beegleman? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Beegleman, that is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Were you instructed by the Communist Party to 
go to Dr. Beegleman for this examination ? 

INTr. Honeycombe. I was. 

Mr, Matthews. Were you given the money for your passport ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I was. 

Sir. Matthews. By whom? 

JMr. Honeycombe. Mr. Liglitner. 

Mr. Matthews. By Mr. Lightner, the member of the Communist 
Party whose alias was West? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

JMr. Matthews. Did you receive any funds or tickets for travel 
to New York. 

Mr. HoNEYco^stBE. I did. 

JMr. JMatthews. From whom and in what sum ? 

JVTr. Honeycombe. The same man, Mr. Lightner, in the amount of 
$37.50 plus $5 to eat on. 

Mr. Matthews. And what were the instructions with reference to 
your reporting in New York? 

Mr. Honeycombe. To report to a certain address in New York 
City on Forty-first. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you recall the exact address on Forty-first 
Street ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I think it is 371 West Forty-first—am quite 
sure. 

Mr. JMatthews. Whom did you meet there? 

Mr. Honeycombe. The disbursing agent for the party who ar¬ 
ranged all the sailings. 

Mr. JMatthews. What party was that? 

JMr. Honeycombe. Communist Party. 

Mr. Matthews. Communist Party? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you find that these headquarters to which you 
were instructed to report in California were under the direction of 
members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. In New York? 

JMr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. VooRiiis. What was that question? 

Mr. Matthews. Did he find when he arrived in New York that 
the headquarters to which he was instructed to report were under 
the control of the Conmiunist Party and his answer was “Yes.” 

How did you know that, Mr. Honeycombe ? 

JMr. Honeycoimbe. By the form of instructions I received—the re¬ 
sponsibilities I had for the transportation of three other men with me. 

Mr. Matthews. You were placed in charge, were you? 
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]\Ir. Ho>:eyco:mue. Tliat is correct, from Los Angeles (o New Yoi'k. 

^fr. ^Maitiiews. Xow, when you left for France what instructions 
did 3 ’ou receive from these members of the Communist Party in 
Xew York^ 

]Mr. lloNEYCoiMBE. Practically identical instructions that I received 
in Los Angeles, going to New York with the address to report to 
in Paris, and how to ])roceed between New York and Paris, both 
on board ship and upon arrival in Havre and to the committee at 
Paris. 

ilr. ^Matthews. How many men went over in your charge? 

]\Ir. Honeyco^ibe. There were only four under my charge and five 
under another man. There were two of us in charge of that 
contingent, 

]\Ir. ^Iattiiews. You sailed on the same ship ? 

Mr. IIoNEYCOMiiE. Steamshi]) Cham plain. 

Mr. IMatoiews. The date of your sailing? 

]Mr. Honeycoaibe. I believe August 14, on Saturday, 12 o'clock 
noon. 

i\Ir. ^Matthews. 1937 ? 

]Mr. Honeycoimbe. That is correct. 

]\Ir. ]\Iatthews. xVnd you arrived in- 

^Ir. Honeycoimbe. Haviv, France, on the 21st of that month. 

]\Ir. aVLiTTHEW^s. Were you met at Le Havre ? 

i\Ir. Honeycombe. No, I was not. 

Mr. Matthews. Were you met in Paris? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is right, in Paris. 

Mr. Matthews. By whom? 

Mr. Honeycombe. By a member of the Control Commission of the 
Syndicate of the Fnion. 

Mr. ]\L\tthews. What is the Control Commission of the Syndicate 
of the Union? 

Mr. Honeyco:mbe. Well, that is the party fraction in charge of the 
receiving bureau in Paris. It has the location of their office in the 
Union Syndicate. 

Mr. JIatthews. Are they the headquarters to which you reported? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. IVIai^hews. Do yon recall the address in Paris? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Offhand I cannot recall. It is a very famous 
spot in Paris. It is the location of all the labor unions. It is a 
syndicate of unions. 

iMr. Matthews. Syndicate of unions roughly equivalent to the 
American Federation of Labor? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Correct. 

Mr. INIattiiews. For the French trade unions? 

ilr. Honeycombe. Correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, what instructions did 3^011 receive at these 
headquarters on 3 "our arrival in Paris? 

3Ir. Honeyco:mbe. To stand b^^ for further orders, which was a 3 - 
da}" period. On the third day, at night, I was approached with 
tickets to board a train with the men and proceed to Narbonne in 
sou them France. 

ilr. Matitiews. And how mau}^ of 3^011 proceeded to go ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. The same contingent, nine. 
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Mr. Matthews. Nine of you? 

;Mr. Honeycombe. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, Avill you give in detail what you started to 
give a moment ago about your arrival at the Pyivnees and how you 
were conducted across the border? 

Mr. Honeycombe. We were detrained in Beziers in southern France 
to rest for a period of a day and night. At 12 o’clock in the evening 
on the second day we received a committee member with instructions 
to proceed to the foothills of the Pyrenees Mountains, I believe below 
Carcassonne, and from there we were to meet a French guide. Com¬ 
munist guide to lead us over the Pyrenees Mountains. 

Mr. Matthews. And what did you do Avith 3 ^our American pass¬ 
ports or what Avas done witli your American passports AAdien you 
crossed into Spain. 

Mr. Honeycombe. We surrendered those upon arrival at Albacete 
upon filling out the questionnaire as to oiir social history and political 
background. 

Mr. ilATTHEws. To whom did you surrender your American pass- 
ports ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I believe an adjutant or aide to one Bill Law¬ 
rence who at that time was the commissar—receiving man in charge. 

Mi\ Matthews. Was Bill Lawrence an American ? 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. I understand he is. I don’t know. 

Mr. Matthews. Was there any agi’eement Avith you as to receiving 
your passports back? 

ilr. Honeycombe. Well, the understanding and the agreement, both 
prior to sailing and at the point of enlistment in Los Angeles, was 
that after 6-months’ service in Spain eA^ery man Avas entitled to auto¬ 
matic repatriation. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Were you so promised ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I was so informed on both ends. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. You know from others that they received like 
promises ? 

Mr. Honeycoimbe. I do. 

Mr. jMattheavs. That they would be repatriated after the end of 
G months if they desired to return to the United States? 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. That is correct. 

Mr. Matttieavs. The man to whom yon surrendered your xVmerican 
passport Avas not an American official of any kind, Avas he? 

]\Ir. Honeycoaibe. No; he Avas not. You mean by that a member 
of the American Government? 

Mr. Mattheavs. Yes. 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. No; I am sure he was not. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did he have any authority from any governmental 
agency to receiA^e your passport? 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. He did not. 

Mr. Mattheavs. But you AATre required to surrender your passport, 
is that correct? 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. I Avould use the word “compelled” because I 
wished to retain mine against any eventuality. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Were the Americans traveling with you likewise 
compelled to surrender their passports ? 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. It Avas adAusable under the circumstances, al¬ 
though we didn’t OATrenjoy the idea of surrendering the only 
method of exodus. 



UX-AMEIUCAN PKOI’AGANDxV ACTIVITIES 


7743 

Mr. MAraiEws. Did you learn from other members of the fighting 
units in Spain who were Americans that they were also compelled 
to surrender their passports? 

Jlr. IIoxr:YCo:^iBE. Some of the men were very careful and shrewd 
in that they claimed they lost theirs in the hike over the mountains 
and retained them. That was quite an excellent idea. 

Mr. ]\Ia7tiiews. But it was the rule that passports had to bo 
surrendered. 

]\Ir. Hoxeycombe. That is right. 

Mr. Vooiniis. I would like to find out a little more in detail about 
what happened. How were you compelled to give up the passports? 
What was told you? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Well, for example, Mr. Voorhis, supposing you 
were the receiving committee at Albacete and I was the recruit ar¬ 
riving at the base. Your job was to surrender or rather have me 
surrender any means of identification and establish my qualifications 
as to your requirements, whether I am a fit man to be applied or 
designated for any certain task in Spain according to my history and 
my political background and my political activities in America. You 
were the judge of that and by surrendering my passport automati¬ 
cally I was under your control. 

That was my only means of escape or exodus in the event of any 
eventuality, and you had complete control over me when I surren¬ 
dered the passport. It was obligatory on my part to do so—com¬ 
pulsory. 

Mr. Voorhis. Suppose you said, “I don’t want to give it up”? 

'Mv, HoxEYCo:NrBE. I did not advise that, and I thought better of 
it under the circumstances. One doesn’t do that when he is sur¬ 
rounded by arms in the time of war. 

]\Ir. Matthews. How soon did you go to the front, Mr. Honey- 
combe, after you arrived in Spain ? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. I was in Albacete about 8 hours when I was 
transferred into a uniform from civilian clothing, and proceeded—;— 

Mr. Matthews. Before you go on to that, were you met by Spanish 
Communists anywhere ? 

Mr. Hoxeyco:mbe. Over the Pyrenees we were met by a Spanish 
Communist guard and the border guard, of course, in uniform. 

INIr. Matthews. Was there any welcoming committee anywhere 
along this route ? 

ilr. Hoxeycombe. In the first village we were received and received 
rations. In going over the mountains most of us failed to carry water. 

]Mr. Matthews. Were you expected? 

]\ir. Hoxeycombe. Yes; it was all arranged for on arrival. The 
camions were there. We had our lunch, or rather breakfast or lunch, 
between 10:30 in the morning when we arrived and left France 
that night. It is a 13-hour hike over the mountains. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you go direct to the front? 

^fr. Hoxeycombe. I went to Fort Figueras and from there—we 
were detained some 2 or 3 days to await transportation to Albacete. 
They had difficulties in arranging the transportation of troops owing 
to the extreme demand on transportation service. And following 
my change into uniform I proceeded to the American base at Quin¬ 
tanas, the training base, and I was there about 7 da 3 ’S, and because 
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of my previous military service, I had charge of drilling a section 
and was recommended to go to Pozo Kubio, the officer’s school, and 
I was sent to Pozo Eubio, where for 3 weeks I was under Kussian 
instructors in the art of mapping, scouting, and observing. 

INIr. JVIatthews. You had a Eussian instructor? 

Mi\ Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Was he a soldier from the red army ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is cori'ect; Colonel Melinkoff. 

Mr. Matthews. That is the army from the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. What was his name? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Colonel Melinkoff. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And how long did that instruction under Colonel 
Melinkoff last? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Twenty-one days—3 weeks, day and night. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Was that the usual period of training before going 
to the front? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Well, at that time because of the urgency and 
necessity for replacing some men folloAving some action, that was 
responsible for the rush. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Were there any others, to your knoAvledge, than 
you who received a shorter period of training before going to the 
front? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Some of the men, I understand, neA^er handled 
a rifle until they Avere put into the front lines at the last. 

Mr. Mattheavs. You mean they Avere put there Avithout military 
experience? 

Mr. Honi^ycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And Avere taken to Spain and put in the front lines 
with less than 21 days of training? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I would say in less than 2 days. 

Mr. Mattheaa^s. Will you giA-e for the record the exact record of 
military service AAdiich you have had in the United States? 

Mr. Honeycombe. United States Navy, betAveen May 8 , 1917, and 
June 21, 1921; the United States Army, Eleventh United States 
Cavalry, Presidio of Monterey, 1922 to 1925, and my service in Spain. 

Mr. Mattheaa^s. Did you find in Spain that the Communist Inter¬ 
national had been able to recruit men from all parts of the world 
for this war in Spain? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Practically all parts of the world. I think I 
even saAv one or tAvo Chinese, if I recall correctly, in the medical 
units. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Noav, Avill you please describe how and where you 
Avent to the front after your period of training? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I left Pozo Rubio, Avithout trying to give an 
exact date from memory, on September 21. I was transported with 
a contingent of some 550 men under the command of Captain Davis 
and Lieutenant Bill Titus to the front at Quinto. That was some 
four and a half days and nights riding trains. When Ave arrived 
at the front at Quinto Ave Avere quartered at the demolished cemetery 
upon a rise near the church on the hill at Quinto. 

There Ave prepared for front-line duty and entered the trenches 
at Fuentes De Ebro on the evening of October 11. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Hoav long did you have front-line service? 
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Jlr. Honeycomre. Altoo-etlier from tlie time of mj arrival, from 
October 11 until April 2, when I crossed the Ebro after the retreat 
at Gandesa. 

Mr. IVlATriiEws. Now, during this ^leriod of your service in Spain, 
did you ever see Phirl Browder? 

Itr. Honeycoaibe. I did once. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. Where did you see Earl Browder in Spain ? 

Jlr. Hoxeyco:mbe. About 26 kilometers east of Teruel, aftei' we 
were withdrawn from Teruel. That would be approximately Feb¬ 
ruary 27 or 28, 1938. 

]\Ir. Matthews. And what were the cii'cumstances under which 
you saw Browder on February 27 or 28? That would be 1938? 

Mr, Hoxeycombe. We were bein^ evacuated, presumably, to Valen¬ 
cia for a rest. The train broke down some 8 kilometers west of 
Mora station and the men were ordered to quit the train and take 
to the hillsides, owing to the airplanes overhead in close proximity 
to Teruel, and Earl Browder addressed the men at that time. 

ilr. Matthews. What was the content of Earl Browder’s speech 
to the men on this occasion? 

Mr. HoxEYCoiMBE. The usual pep talk and propaganda about the 
attitude of x\merica and the continued pressure of the noninterven¬ 
tion committee and the effect of the immense victory—the taking 
of Teruel by the all-Spanish brigade and the general encourage¬ 
ment to attempt to lift the morale of the men, but he was not over¬ 
well received by some of the men. 

Mr. Matthews. Did Browder specifically take up the question of 
the length of service of the Americans in Spain? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. He did. He pointed out it would be necessary 
to maintain us there until the end of the war. 

Mr. Matthews. Did he in effect state that the promise of repatri¬ 
ation after 6 months was abrogated? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Well, not in so many words. Inferentially he 
gave us to understand that. 

Mr. Matthews. That no one would be repatriated until the end of 
the war? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Words to that effect, along that line—we were 
expected to stay there until the end of the war as real anti-Facists. 

Mr. Thomas. May I interrupt there? He told you that you people 
should stay there until the end of the war but he came home shortly 
after that, didn’t he? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. And how! And many of the men would like 
to have joined him, I assure you. 

Mr. ]\rATTHEWs. How was his announcement received by the men? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Not overly well received by some men that had 
been over there a year and had already started for home and were sent 
back to the lines. Many of the men were denied permission to return 
who had well served their period of time. Many of them in very 
poor health and run-down condition. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you observe any actual discontent ? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Among the men at that time? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Because of the speech of Mr. Browder? 
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Mr. Honeycoimbe. The reactions were not very complimentary to 
his propaganda talk over there. 

Mr. Matthews. Did the officers take any special precautions fol¬ 
lowing the speech for self-protection? 

Mr. Honeycombe. To a degree, they did. Some of them required 
Spanish guards to go around with them, armed, at all times. 

jMr. Matthews. Did you hear a good number of men who were 
entitled to repatriation because they had served 6 months, express 
themselves as determined to go? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I did, in undertones generally, of course. They 
did not do it openly because they would be marked men. 

Mr. Matthews. You spoke of 550 men going up to the front, I 
believe, a moment ago. Were they all Americans? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I would say p]*actically all Americans in our 
battalion. 

Mr. Matthews. Was there an Abraham Lincoln brigade in Spain? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That was the nom de guerre, I would call it here 
in America, for the purpose of exploiting the sympathetic people to 
the Spanish cause and that of the men and relatives of the men serv¬ 
ing over there for the purpose of raising funds. It was simply a con¬ 
venient slogan adopted to shake the people down here. 

Mr. Matthews. Do y6u mean to say there was not in Spain any 
unit known as the Lincoln brigade? 

Mr. Honeycombe. It was known as the Lincoln-Washington Bat¬ 
talion, the Fifteenth International Brigade. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you make any efforts to get repatriated after 
this speech of Browder? 

Mr. Honeycombe. No. Sometime later I wrote a letter out to the 
brigade commander requesting informally that I be repatriated and 
stating my reasons, and I turned that over to John Gates when he 
joined us southeast of Belchite prior to the action there on March 9. 
This letter was addressed to the brigade commander, and we were 
under the command of Capt. Dave Eees who was killed at Albacete. 

Mr, ilAiTHEWs. Was the morale of the American bo 3 ^s diminished 
or increased as a result of Earl Browder’s speech ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. To a degree. You see I would estimate 40 per¬ 
cent of those men were non-Communists that went to Spain—at least 
that much, who knew little or nothing about the mechanization or 
mechanics of the Communist Party or its theories or policies, who 
had by one means or another come in contact with one or another 
group affiliated and became in sympathy with the cause by the in¬ 
tense propaganda disseminated by them. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Now, will you please go ahead with the descrip¬ 
tion of your own efforts at repatriation? What was the reaction to 
you as a result of your efforts to be repatriated ? 

Mr, Honeycombe. Well, frankly, at that time I could not say, but 
following the Belchite retreat there is a chain of events there that 
must be explained to answer your question correctly. 

The following morning about 2:30 we moved up into the lines, 
presumably as was what to be onr front line held on the previous day 
by the Sixth Spanish Brigade. It was occupied by the Facists that 
evening. Prior to our moving up, and we were ordered into action 
that night at midnight and moved up at 3 o’clock, and the hike was 
about 7^2 kilometers, and there is a monastery that was known as the 
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second-line ridge—a higlDvay going out toward Teruel, north. Wo 
were ordered to proceed, and about daylight we were caught between 
the presumable front and second lines, which were no longer the front 
lines but the Fascist lines. We were caught in no man’s land some 
four or five hundred meters beyond what was our front-line trenches.. 
due to the wrong orders. So^ we retreated back to what had been 
designated properly as the first line which was now the monastery 
line and we held that until 2 o’clock in the afternoon when we were 
forced to retreat under terrific fire and that retreat continued back 
to pi'actically into Caspe and eventually into Cambrils. I began 
]\farch 9, the general retreat, that was practically a rout, on March 9.. 
back to Ilijar and Castellote, where they tried to reorganize us but 
Mere constantly driven back to Alcahiz and finally to Caspe and into 
the Gandesa Valley, day and night. 

^Ir, iNlATi’HEM^s. Xow, what happened to you as a result of your 
efforts to get repatriation? 

]\Ir. Honetcombe. I M^as one of the last men to leave the monastery 
ridge MUth the following men: Milton Sills, the commissar—the Com¬ 
munist commissar, I should say—and our young battalion clerk, I 
can’t think of his name noM’, Vernon Selby, Eomaro Bloom (?), the 
coimnissar of the second company; one more man that I can’t recall— 
a new man. We carried Commander Parker’s body—Commander 
Kees' body—about 450 meters behind the monastery and discovered 
the man was dead and we let him go under terrific fire and each 
man to himself to make the retreat. 

^Ir. ^Iatthem s. Did you ever make a formal request for repatria¬ 
tion? 

ilr. Honeycombe. I did. I am coming to that point. Following 
our reorganization and meeting of the remnants of the battalion at 
Ilijar, I requested permission to return to Barcelona. I had a very 
badly injured knee—swollen, and I could hardly walk—had to drag 
it—stiff', and A^ernon Selby had a shrapnel wound in the shoulder. 

^Ir. AIattiiem s. Is that A^ernon Selby, Mdiose mother appeared ou 
the stand this morning? 

Air. Honeycombe. It is. He requested permission to go to the- 
l>ase hospital in the rear and was granted permission by the brigade 
commissar attached to reorganize the remnants of the battalion. That 
was on the dawn of Alarch 12, just before the}" crossed the creek at 
Hijar. 

I went back to Barcelona for the purpose of verifying the story 
that M^e would not be entitled to repatriation and were expected to 
l emain there for the duration of the M'ar, and MTnt to Lerida. Selby 
iiad attention at the hospital here and I had my faiee dressed and I 
continued on to Barcelona. 

AAnien I arrived in Barcelona I proceeded to the Alinistry of AAhar 
to ask the following question: AVas the International Brigade respon¬ 
sible to the Spanish Government or the Spanish Army, and the an¬ 
swer was: ‘^No; you have complete autonomy and you are under the 
control committee of the Inteiaialional Communist Party.” That is 
the Tliird International under the direction of Andre Alarty. 

Andre Alarty is the former Frencli Deputy. He M'as in charge 
of the French contingent and a representative of the Secretariat of 
the Third International at AIoscow. In fact, a member of it, Robert 
Alinor, M"as in charge of the American contingent of the International 
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Brigade and the Lincoln-AVashington Battalion of that brigade, the 
Fifteenth. Commander—Captain Kay’s brigade at Barcelona, his 
head<iuaiters there, was assisted by Lieutenant Colni. Tliese were 
aides of i\Ir. Minor and representatives of tlie secretariat. Andre 
Marty, at Barcelona. 

I asked the Minister of War if it was true that we were expected 
and demanded by the Spanish Government to remain until the end of 
hostilities, and he said '‘Xo.'’ lie said: '“That is entirely up to the 
brigade command for the International command oi* their representa¬ 
tive; tliat repatriation would be j^assed upon by them.” 

Mr. Matthews. Was this the War Minister of the Spanish Loyalist 
Government that you asked the question of? 

Mr. HoNEYCOMiiE. That is correct. 

Mr, ^Matthews. And he said the Spanish Loyalist Government did 
not have authority ovoi* the International Brigade? 

Mr. Hoxeycomre. That is correct; only insofar as it did not con¬ 
flict with the military orders of the Army corps or divisions we hap¬ 
pened to be in line with. 

Then I asked why it was that these men who had served their pe¬ 
riod—I explained of course the promises made and many n^en were 
thoroughly demoralized and sick and disgusted and they wanted to 
go home, and why they were not allowing them. He said: ^^Fraiikly,” 
he said: ‘T would like to see you all get out of here.” He said: ‘‘You 
have caused us more trouble than good because they help the Inter¬ 
national Brigades, largely, with the Communist divisions of Spain 
had continued the war. The Spanish people were fed up with it, in- 
rluding the Government, and the sooner it ended the better and they 
held us largely responsible for its continuation.” 

Events later jnnved that statement to be true. Catalonia did not 
raise a shot when they walked in on them. So I rejjorted to head¬ 
quarters at Barcelona and was immediately placed under arrest with 
Mr. Selby and we were kept under arrest for 10 days and returned 
to the front under guard on March 25. We were taken back to Batea. 

]\Ir. ISIaithews. What charges were formally placed against you 
when you were arrested? 

Mr. Honeycombe. No charges whatsoever. Only threats were 
made that I would be taken to General Gomez and thrown into 
the dungeon, so I demanded to be taken before General Gomez and 
demanded a military trial of my own comiades—the men I served 
with, if there were any charges against me. 

]Mr. Matthews. Now, Selby was arrested with you at that time? 

]\Ir. Honeycombe. That is right. 

IVIr. Matthews. And you were taken under guard to the front? 

^^Ir. Honeycombe. Some 8 or 10 days later. We were arrested on 
J^Iarch 17 and returned to the front lines at Batea, some 22 of us, on 
March 25, exactly, about 5 days before the Gandesa action. We went 
into the lines at dawn on April 1. 

Mr. Matthews. You nTean there were 22 of you under arrest who 
went into action? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Under guard; prisoners without arms. 

Ml*. Matthews. Were you armed ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I was unarmed from the day I returned from 
Hijar into Baixelona. 

Mr. Matthews. Was Selby armed? 
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Mr. I IoxEYCo:\iH?:. lie was also unarmed. 

Mr. ISIatthews. Unaimod? 

^Ir. Honeyco:mbe. He was also unarmed. 

Mr. ^Iatthpavs, Wei-e any of the 22 prisoners who were taken to 
the front allowed to have arms? 

]\[r. HoNEYCo:Mim. They were not. 

]\Ir. Matoiiews. In other words, under arrest the 22 of you were 
placed at the front ? 

^Ir. Hoxeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. ^Iahiiews. Entirely helpless to protect yourself as far as 
arms were concerned ? 

^Ir. Hoxeycombe. That is quite true. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know whether that occurred on any other 
occasions with respect to prisoners? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Welh I can't speak for the other battalions. 
Some of their officers were under arrest with me. I can give you the 
names of several of the men. 

^Ir. Matthews. Yes. 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Lieutenant Skinner of the all-Canadian Bat¬ 
talion, Lieutenant Anderson, Lt. Hank Basko—Basakowski, and a 
lieutenant of the brigade machine gunners. I can't think of his 
name offhand now. 

Mr. ilATTHEWS. Welh that will be all right for their names. 

Mr. Hoxeyco]mbe. And Lawrence McCullough was placed incom¬ 
municado. He was under arrest there. Vernon Selby was released 
on the night, I think, of i\Iarch 29, or the 30th, the last day before he 
went into that action, presumably to go back to the hospital for atten¬ 
tion, but I later heard he was sent up in the lines with the entire 
battalion. Xo one was allowed to go back for rest or hospitalization 
because of the urgency of the situation. 

ilr. ilATTHEws. Xow, Houevcombe, how did yon and your 
associates who were under arrest understand this action of the 
authorities in sending you up to the front unarmed? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Well, I would like to go into detail on that be¬ 
cause there is a man here who will testify later, whom at the time I 
warned of the very thing that is happening today would happen. 

While a prisoner under arrest I went to our battalion headquarters 
and talked to Fieri Keller, who is the commissar for the battalion- 

^Ir. jMa^ithews. What do you mean by “commissar”? 

^Ir. Hoxeyco:mbe. That means he was in complete command of the 
political control of the battalion. 

Mr. ^Mattihavs. You mean he was the political commissar? 

Mr. HoxEYCo:Mim. That is correct. 

Mr. Matthpavs. Representing what ])olitical party? 

Mr. Hoxp:ycombe. Well, representing the Communist International. 

Mr. ^NIaitiiews. Did each of the units or battalions of the Interna¬ 
tional Brigade have political commissars? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. They did. Each company, each battalion, each 
brigade, and each division. 

Mr. uNIatthews. A commissar for each? 

Mr. Hoxeyco:mbe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Can you state what their functions were? 

^Ir. Hoxeycombe. Well, they were varied. I'irst of all to ascer¬ 
tain the proper transports and supplies in time of action; see that 
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food and all organized facilities and auxiliary units of the battalions 
and brigades are functioning properly, and to assist in maintaining 
the morale of the men, encourage them, both by example and by 
understanding the abilities to explain situations or apologies as the 
case may demand for mistakes, and generally to be a pet boy— 
propagandizing, having the same authority and responsibility with 
the commander of the battalion. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you have meetings at which the political 
commissars made speeches? 

Mr. Honetcombe. Yes; several. 

Mr. Matthews. And Fred Keller was the political commissar at 
the time that you are now speaking when you went to the front 
under arrest? 

Mi \ Honetcombe. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. VooRHis. Just one minute. Suppose there was a conflict be¬ 
tween the military commander and the commissar, if there ever was 
one, whose word would be final ? 

]Nlr. Honetcombe. Well, now, that would depend, Mr. Voorhis, 
upon the situation, but usually the commissar had the supreme 
authority. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Do you have reason to know—at this point I 
would like to ask this question, Mr. Honeycombe, whether or not 
Robert Minor was the head political commissar for the American 
Communist Party attached to the International Brigade? 

Mr. Honetcombe. Fie was the chief. 

Mr. Mai'thews. Was INIinor’s word final? 

Mr. Honetcomi5e. It was. 

]Mr. Matthews. In all matters respecting the American boys who 
were fighting? 

Air. Honetcombe. It was. 

Mr. Matthews. You are sure of that? 

Mr. Honetcombe. I am positive of that. 

Mr. Matthews. And Robert Minor is an American? 

Mr. Honetco^mbe. I don’t know. You could not prove it by me. 

Mr. JSLvtthews. Do you know whether or not Robert Minor is a 
leading member of the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mr. Honetco]mbe. I know he is. 

Mr. Mx\ttiiews. AVell, uoav, will you go on with what happened 
when you were taken up to the front under arrest with Fred Keller 
acting as your commissar? 

Mr. Honetco^ibe. AVe were taken up to the front at Batea. AVe 
were kept out in an olive grove in the rain for 2 days and nights 
under Spanish guard, improperly clothed, men ill, sick, and wounded; 
denied water to drink, denied fire or cover, denied food, and reduced 
to rations within a day’s period of only one ladle of lentil soup, very 
watery, I assure yon, a little mule-meat flavor and two small pieces 
of bread. AAHiile under arrest the most terrific sadistic pressure was 
brought to bear on those prisoners. I have witnessed some crucial 
and cruel conditions under which men have sometimes had to exist. 

But I charged Fred Keller the day would come when I would 
reveal to the world just what type of men and what form of sadism 
would be practiced upon men who went over there, presumably as 
previously ex]:>lained b}" the past witness who believed in ideals of 
the highest type. 
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^Iv. ^Iatthtws. Wliat happened at the end of this period at the 
front when you were under arrest? 

Mr. HoNEYcoMnE, The Fascist assault on the morning of April 1 
was so terrific that my Sixinish guards were removed or rather they 
evaporated, I should say. and some of my comrades of the INIcKenzie 
Battalion, men whom I had known in other activities, were placed 
over us as guards and they in turn were forced to return. So the 
former adjutant and myself found ourselves alone in a sort of a 
no-man’s land between the brigade and what was left of the rem¬ 
nants of the battalion. 

We weie sent up under their control by the brigade guards, the 
all-Spanish guards which were taken out, and about 2 o’clock in 
the afternoon—no, I wmuld say earlier than that, I would say high 
noon after a terrific artilleiV and heavy arms bombardment and 
strafing and bombing and grenading. w^e managed to crawd back to 
the brigade pill box wdiere w e Avere prisoners. 

We took cover as much as ])ossible. Two of the men returning 
gave us each three grenades w’hich stuck in our belts for self- 

defense in case w^e didn’t get out. These men, of course, knew we 
WTre prisoners and unjustly treated under the circumstances. 

We had the sympathy of the men. 

I think my chief grievance or. rather, the chief grievance of the 
command against me Avas that I spoke ati-v frankly and freely to 
the men and I sympathized Avith their condition and I felt they were 
entitled to repatriation and I made that demand in Barcelona and 
this w^as Avhy I Avas a marked man largely. I knoAv of no other 
reason. 

Certainly m}^ military conduct Avas anything else but discom¬ 
mendable. 

Mr. Mattheavs. What do vou knoAv about the fate of Vernon 
Selby? 

Mr. Honeycombe. What I knoAv of Vernon Selby AA^ould be simply 
inferential hearsa}^ evidence. All I knoAV is AAhat LaAvrence McCul¬ 
lough told me. 

Mr. Matthew'S. Who was he? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. An obserA'er on the staff Avith me. 

Mr. Mattheavs. What did iIcCullough tell you as to Avhat hap- 
jDened to Vernon Selby? 

Mr. Honeycombe. He told me that he had heard from one Reed— 
Bill Reed, a guard at Barcelona, that Vernon Selby Avas taken out 
of his cell at night and executed or, rather, killed. I Avould say 
murdered is the proper term, by these sadists Avhile a prisoner under 
their control in Barcelona. 

Mr. IMattiieavs. In Avhat prison? 

INIr. Honeycombe. Castle de Fells was the understanding I 
receiATd. 

ilr. Mattheavs. Castle de Fells. Who Avas in charge of the prison 
at Castle de Fells at that time? 

Jlr. Honeyco^ibe. I don’t knoAv, no. 

Mr. IMattiieavs. Do you knoAV anything of the fate of Albert Wal- 
lach, AA'liose father appeared here this morning? 

]Mr. Honeycombe. No. I do not knoAV of his fate, but I knoAV of him. 

Sir. SIattheavs. Do you know’ of other cases where men Avere exe¬ 
cuted or as you have termed it, murdered by the men in charge? 
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Mr, Honeycombe. It would bo very difficult because those things 
were hushed up and generally the men in fear for their own lives 
and in self-preservation would try to ignore any incidents which 
might involve them and put them in the same jeopardy. 

The Chaieman, I just want to make this statement, that Mrs. 
Selby is not required to stay here unless she wants to do so. She is 
not a witness under the committee’s jurisdiction any longer. You 
are excused. 

Mr. Matthews. Mrs. Selby says she prefers to stay. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, how did you get out of Spain from the time 
that you found yourself in this no man’s land between the Fascists' 
lines and what was left of the retreating Loyalists’ forces? 

Mr. Honeycombe. As I previously pointed out, upon my arriving 
in Spain, I was slightly skeptical of the intents and purposes of the 
surrendering or the compulsion to surrender our passports. 

I have learned in my struggles and experiences in life to always be 
on the safe side and prepare for the unexpected. So I maintained 
this document. 

Mr. Matthews. This is your seaman’s passport? 

Mr. HoNEYCOiNrBE. That is correct. I used that as a visa and ran 
the gantlet of the guard and immigration and came out on a train. 
I ran the blockade. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Was some one else with 3^011 ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. No one; I came alone. 

Mr. ^Matthews. You escaped alone? 

]\Ir. HoneycojMbe. That is right. 

Mr. Ma^ptiiews. How long did it take you to get from the spot 
where 3^011 were at the time the rout occurred and the French 
frontier ? 

^Ir. Honeycombe. Five da3^s and nights. 

]\rr. Matthews. Five da 3 ^s and nights. And when 3^011 got to the 
border you used your seaman’s transport? 

IMr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Matihews. To enter France? 

!Mr. Honeycombe. That is right. It is stamped where I came out 
and the date itself all on there by immigration officials. 

Mr. Matthews. Yes; the French visa. 

Mr. Honeycombe. Spanish visa. 

Mr. SIatthews. Yes. It is the 8 th of April 1938. 

^Ir. Honeycombe. Yes: that is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, what difficulties did 3^011 encounter after you 
reached France, if anv, from the Communist Party of France? 

Mr. Honeyco^ibe. 1 found no difficulties until I arrived in Havre. 

]\[r. ^Iaithews. And what was that difficulty? 

]Mr. Honeycombe. But other men who followed me out, some 12 
or 13 others who needed medical attention, food, and care, why, they 
were denied by the control committee in Paris after they had sent a 
delegate, a spokesman for them to the Internationale Brigade office 
in Paris to representatives of the Lincoln Brigade office, demanding 
attention and care and transport for the men that came over the hill 
who were forced out in the big retreat. 

Mr. Matthews. Was any attempt made on your life while you were 
in France after 3 Wir escape from Spain? 
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Mr, HoxEYCo^ruK. There was an attempt to beat me up in Havre but 
they chose the wroiii^ man. I was eomiinr out of a cafe one ni^ht in 
Havre and I Avas beinii' accompanied by Hank Bosco, a bi^ Pole, six 
footer, and we usually went together for self protection as we kneAV 
what to ex]}ect sometimes in thin< 2 ;s like this, and some other man was 
badl}" beaten up and practically at the ])oint of death, you mi^ht say. 
He was sent to the hospital in France and recovered some 3 months 
later—a terrific beat in 

]Mr. Maitiieavs. AVere any of your fellow soldiers stranded in 
France? 

Mr. Honeycoaibe. ilan}" of them Avere until I released the neAvs of 
the actual conditions oA’er there and demanded that- 

^tr. ]Maitiieavs. Did you ^iA^e out a release of this stoi'y ? 

ilr. Hoxeycoaibe. I did. 

IMr. Mattiieavs. Some parts of it from France? 

]Mr. Hoxeyco^ibe. T did Avhen I came over to France. 

Mr. ]\[attiieavs. AVere there any etforts made to preA^ent your re¬ 
turning to the United States aboard ship? 

Mr, Hoxeycombb. There Avas. 

^fr. ^Mattiieavs. AA'ill you ]dease state the facts with reference to 
that ? 

]Mr. Hoxeycoaib?:. Tlie American consul had arranged for my ti'ans- 
jiortation on the steamship Matihattcui but it happened that the dele¬ 
gate of the steamshi]) Manhattan^ aaFo Avas later killed, a Communist 
Party fi'action member. obAuously receiA^ed instructions to call the 
men off the shii^ on strike if they attempted to carry me. In other 
AAmrds, T Avas boycotted. 

^Mai'tiieavs. How did you eA^entually return to the United 

States? 

^Ir. Hoxeycoaibe. Through the efforts of the United States consul 
on a United States Maritime ship. An able-bodied seaman took sick 
in Havre and T replaced him, being a seaman, and I Avorked back. 

]\fr. TiKnrAs. JMr. MattheAAS, I think it is adAusable to de\’elop more 
of the actions in regard to the steamship Manhattan, I Avould like 
to knoAv AA'hether the strike actually took place; Avhether the officials 
on the steamship Manhattan told Mr. Honeycombe that he could not 
.sail on that shi]x and Avhatever else took place in regard to it. 

Mr. ^Iaitheavs. .Mr. Honeycombe, Avill you giA^e the committee the 
facts ? 

Mr. Hoxeyco.aibe. Yes. sir: I Avill ansAver the gentleman. The 
consul took me over to the first officer but the Avord obviously got 
to the first officer from the delegate of the shi]) that if he carried me 
he Avould call the men off in ])rolest, so he told the consul in order 
to aA’oid the trouble he would rather not carry me. So then he took 
me to the commander- 

]Mr. ^Ia'tiheavs. AA"ho was the consul? 

Air. Hoxeyco:sii’>e. Air. Donaldhou, vice consul. 

Air. Tiio.aias. Do you i*ecall the name of the first officer of the ship? 

Air. H()XEY( oAiBE. 1 can't do that. 

Air. Thoaias. A'ou are sure he was the first officer? 

Air. IIoxEYiOAiBE. I aui positive of that, first mate. And the cap¬ 
tain, of course, flatly refused Avhen he heard the story. 

Air. AIaitiieavs. Refused to cany you? 

Air. Hoxeycoaibe. Unit is correct. 
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Mr. Matthews. The captain of the Manhattan? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is right. 

]\Iattiiews. Are there any questions, ^Ir. Chairman? 

The Chaiemax. Well, I want to ask. Do yon have any information 
that the Communist Party is now seeking to recruit for service in 
Mexico ? 

Mr. Honeycombe. Well. I was down in Mexico some 4 weeks ago. 
I know there was a great deal of activity, but wliat they are doing 
now on that point I am not qualified to say. 

The Chaiemax. Did yon observe activity in Mexico while 3^^011 were 
there? 

]Mr. Hoxeycombe. I did. 

The Chairmax. With reference to tlie matter of pre])aring for I'ev- 
olntion ? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Well, what little Spanish I speak I know there 
is something going in Mexico. That is obvious. I was in Chihnahna 
3 weeks ago. 

The Chairmax. Did yon see any Communist activity" there? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. It wonld be very difficidt for me to say whether 
I did because all 1 conld go b}’ was what I read in the papers and 
the little snatches of conversation I heard here and there between 
the various union people I happened to meet. 

The Chairmax. Did yon see an}" American Communists there ? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. No; I did not. 

The Chairmax. I want to get this general idea. How long were 
yon active in the Communist Party of California? 

Mr. HoxEYa:)MBE. Four years. 

The Chairmax. About what was the membei'ship in California of 
the Conimnnist Party during the time yon were a member? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. I think our peak membership was 5.600. That 
was in 1930. 

The Chairmax. Did yon keep records of the membersliip then ? 

Mr. IIoxEYcoMiiE. They have the complete records. Every section 
organizer or its secretary has complete records of all party members. 

The Chairmax. And all dues paid? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. That is right. 

The Chairmax. Were you fairly well acquainted with many Com-' 
munists in California? 

Mr. Hoxeycombe. Oh, yes; know practically all of them. 

The Chairmax. Were they active in various organizations, unions, 
and other organizations? 

Mr. H 0 XEYC 031 BE. That is the roll of the Communist Party, to be 
active, to get control of all these organizations. 

The Chairmax. You know of your own knowledge that many 
Communists had strategic positions in other organizations in Cali¬ 
fornia? 

]\Ir. Hoxeycombe. I do. 

The Chairmax. We will take that up later and develop that. 

Mr. Lyxch. ]\Ir. Honeycombe. approximately how many Ameri¬ 
cans were there in Spain engaged in military activities? 

Mr. Honeycombe. I can merely base my judgment on that on the 
amount of men killed or wounded or missing in action and the 
amount of rejilacements at each action. 
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Mr. Lynch. How many would you estimate as the full number of 
Americans who were there for military service? 

M^r. Honiiycohue. I would estimate anywhere from five to six thou- 
.<-and as a minimum in all forms of service. I don t mean front line, 
but auxiliary, and so on. 

Mr. Lynch. How many would you estimate actually served in 
the ti^htino- lines? 

Mr. IIoNKVCO.AHiE. Well, the actual brigade strength was only 2,500. 

Mr. Lynch. How many would you estimate were either lost or 
killeil nr murdered? 

3Ir. Honeycomke. M'ell, my best estimation would be based upon 
the various actions I was involved in. I think at Quinto the repoit 
was 3G4 killed and wounded and missing. That ^vas prior to my 
first arrival in the lines. I w'ent in the lines following the Quinto 
action. At Fuentes l)e Ebro 1 understand they lost approximately 
240. At the 4\u*ue1 action, from frost bite, cold, siclmess, and so on, 
sporadic sniping, I imagine our losses were the least there of any 
place to my knowledge, I would estimate that about 105 wounded, 
sick, dead, and injured, and so no. 

At Seguro the action was our greatest—I think—no; I believe not 
Seguro. I don't believe our casualties ran much over 140, if that 
much, or 150. approximately. That w\as a dawm attack at Seguro. 
We had a fortified hill to take. And let me see, at Belchite, this is 
where Ave had our terrific losses. The actual count of the men left in 
the battalion, the Lincoln Battalion, to my knowledge, on the morn¬ 
ing we assembled, w^as about G5 men out of 550. 

Mr. Ly^nch. In other w ords- 

ilr. Honeyxoyibe. That gives you an estimate. 

]Mr. Ly^nch. You lost almost 500 there? 

Mr. Honey coYiBE. Dead, wounded, missing, or w^ounded. 

]Mr. Ly’NCH. That amounted to about 1,350 during the entire 
period—just that period, either lost, killed, or otherwise? 

Mr. Honey'COyibe. IVounded, missing, or otherwise. It is pretty 
difficult to determine. 

The CHAiu^rAN. Mr. Hurley desires to ask a few questions. 

Mr. HunLEY\ Going back a little bit. Mr. Honeycombe, the volun¬ 
teers who traveled to Fran(*e with you, were tliey members of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Honey’coyibe. All but three, six out of the nine. 

Mr. H^Rla:Y^ Do you know wdiether or not the recruiting of those 
comrades w’as i)ait of a pattern here in the United States and was 
not centered in any one particular city or any one- 

Mr. Honeyxoyibe. Do you mean was that the general rule? 

Mr. Hukley'. Yes. 

Mr. Honeyxoyibe. Yes; that w^as throughout the country. 

Mr. Hi BLEY'. Do you know' wdiether or not they followed the same 
procedure you did, that is with regard to securing passports? 

Mr. Honeycoyibe. Yes. 

Mr. Hi BLEY'. And also the medical examination? 

Mr. IIoNEYXOYiBE. Saiuc thing. 

Mr. Hubley'. And after you arrived in Spain w'ere you given a 
pep talk by anybody? I am not s])eaking of Browder now'. 

Mr. Honey'coyibe. Yes; by Bill Lawrence. 

Mr. Huri^y. And w ho is Bill Law’rence? 
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Mr. Honeycombe. He was the commisar in charge of the base at 
Albacete. 

jNIr. Hurley. Were you also spoken to by Gates? 

iNIr. Honeyco^ibe. Yes. 

]\Ir. Hurij^y. And wlio is he ? 

]VIr. HoNEYCoiaBE. He was the commisar for the brigade at tlie last. 

INIr. nuRLi:Y. John Gates? 

Mr. Honeyco^ibe. John Gates. 

]Mr. Hurley. And with regal’d to these pep meetings that were 
held, were you required at the termination to sing the Communist 
song? 

]\rr. Honeycombe. International. 

Mr. Hurley. As I understand it the training conducted in Spain 
was in large part conducted under the auspices of officers of the Red 
Army, is that correct? 

]\Ir. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Huiiley. After you returned to the United States you became 
aware of the fact that in the United States during the time that you 
were over there that there was an extensive campaign for the raising 
of money? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is right. 

Mr. Hurley. To siqiport the S])anish Loyalist cause? 

Mr. Honeycombe. That is correct. 

Mr. Hurley. Can vou recite from your own personal experience 
what ])roportion of that money you comrades in Spain received? 

Mr. Honeyc’u]mbe. I would estimate not over 20 percent and prob¬ 
ably much less. 

Mr. Hurley. Twenty percent or less? 

i\Ir. Honeycombe. That is right. 

Mr. Hurley. And in your judgment where did the rest of that 
money go? 

IMr. Honeycombe. Propaganda and the building up of the party 
apparatus here and paying olT the racketeering functionaries. 

Mr. Hurley. Then it is your judgment the Communist Party in 
the United States utilized this cause as a lucrative racket for the 
perpetration of their own policies in the United States? 

iNFr. Honeyco:mbe. That is right, propaganda 1 think and spreading 
it and recruiting. 

Mr. Huri^.y. From your long experience in the Communist Party 
would you state that the Communist Party is the vanguard of the 
working class or just a political clique playing upon international 
emotions. 

Mi \ Honeycombe. 'VVelk I have a new phrase for them. I would 
call them ‘Apolitical Capones.” and a thousand times more vicious, 
parading under the guise of an ideal and appealing to the highest 
social and moral feelings of men to prostitute it for their own selfish 
ends. That is exactly my opinion of them. Where at least a gun¬ 
man will stick you up and he has an avowed purpose and intention 
and that is to rob you without any high sounding phrases of idealism 
and sophistries. 

Mr. Hurley. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. You will remain under snbpena until we can hear 
you further in regard to California and the west coast. 
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ilr. IIOXEYCOMBE. YcS, SU\ 

The CiiAiioiAX, Who is your next witness? 

Mi\ ]MAmiEws. The next witness is Fi’ed Keller. 

The CiiAii{:\iAx. Come arounch Mr. Keller. Kaise your right hand. 
Do you solemnly SAvear to tell the truth, the Avhole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

TESTIMONY OE FEED KELLEE, COMMISSAE, ABEAHAM LINCOLN 

BATTALION 

]\Ir. Keller. I do. 

The Chair:max. IlaA^e a seat, Mr. Keller. Y"ou are represented 
here by your attorney, Mr. Sclnvab ? Do I haA^e your name correctly? 

^h\ SciiAA^ML Schwab; IrAung ScliAvab, 551 Fifth AA^enue, New 
YYrk City. 

The Chairaiax. You are a regularly licensed practicing attorney? 
Mr. ScHAA'AB. Duly admitted to practice law in the courts of the 
State of NeAv York and the Federal courts there. 

The CTiairmax. All right, proceed. 

Mr. ^LAT'rnEAA^s. Will you please giA^e your name for the record? 
l\lr. Kelij:r. Fred Keller. 

Mr. Mattiieaa’s. Where Avere you born? 
ilr. Keller. Ncay York City." 
iVlr. ^Iaitheaa\s, When ? 

INlr. Keller. June 4,1914. 

■Mr. MArniEAvs. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 
iNlr. Keller. I AA\as neA^er a member of the Communist Part}", and I 
am not noAv. 

-Mr. Mattiieaa"s. HaA"e you eA^er used any other name than that of 
Fred Keller? 

!Mr. Keller. I never have. 

Mr. ^Iattheays. Have you ever been a member of the Y^oung Com¬ 
munist League? 

Mr. Kelli:r. I was ncA^er a member of the Y^oung Communist League, 
ilr. Mattueavs. What was your employment before you Avent to 
Spain ? 

Mr. Keller. I was an organizer for a union. 

Mr. ilATTHEAYS. What union? 

Mr. Keller. Building SerAuce Emplo\"ees International Union, 
Local 32-B. 

Mr. MATniEAA"S. Affiliated with- 

The Chaholax. Will you speak a little louder? 

Mr. Keller. American Federation of Labor. 

The CnAiR3iAx. YYu AA^ere an organizer for what union? 

Mr. Keller. Building Seiwice Employees International Union, 
Local 32-B. It is in Ncay Y"ork City and affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The CHAiR:\rAX. All right. 

Mr. Mattueavs. What other positions did you hold before you went 
to Spain ? 

Ylr. Keller. I canT say that I—in AAffiat respects? 

Mr. Mattueavs. Was that the only job you ever had? 

Mr. Keller. No, it isn’t. 
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]Mr. ]Matthews, other? 

^Ir. Keller. I worked at a great many things before that. 

]Mr. jMatthews. What was your trade or profession ? 

iNIr. Kellicr. At present I am a longshoreman. 

JNlr. Matthews. And what other jobs have you held, that is prior to 
your going to Spain ? 

]Mr. Keller. \\"ell, I worked in the trade of the union in which I got 
to be an organizer. 

^Ir. MxVttiiews. How long did you hold that position as union organ¬ 
izer ? 

Mr. Keller. I would say approximately 6 months. 

]\Ir. i\lAiTiiEws. Was that immediately prior to your sailing to 
Spain? 

Mr. Keller. It was. 

iNIr. iNlATTiTEWS. What positions did 3^011 hold- 

The Chairmax. ^Tust one second, Mr. Matthews. I want to make an 
announcement that the committee is sitting as a quorum; present are 
Mr. Dempsey of Xew ilexico, ]\Ir. Yoorhis of California, Mr. Mason 
of Illinois; and the chairman. Proceed. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Xow, what positions did j'Ou hold in Spain? 

Mr. Keixer. I was a sergeant in a machine-gun company. I was a 
lieutenant in a machine-gun company. I was commissar of war of the 
Lincoln Battalion. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Commissar of what? 

Mr. Keij^er. Commissar of war. 

Mr. Matthews. You were commissar of war? 

Mr. Keller. Yes. 

^Ir. Matttieavs. For the Lincoln Battalion? 

]Mr. Keller. Yes. 

Mr. ilATTiiEWs. lYhen did you go to Spain? 

Keller. I left Xew York on June 5, 1937. 

]Mr. oMatthews. Did you travel on an American passport? 

Mr. Keller. I did. 

iSIr. JMatthews. Issued in vour own name? 

JMr. Keller. I did. 

JMr. JMattheavs. Was it stamped “not valid for travel in Spain”? 

Mr. Keller. I don’t believe it was. I never noticed it. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. In your application for this passport did you state 
that 3^11 intended to go to Spain? 

IMr. K ELLER. Xo; I didn’t. I said I was traveling in Europe. 

Mr. JMatthews. lYhat was the exact spelling of the name under 
Avhicli vou got 3"Our passport? 

JNTr. Keller. K-e-l-l-e-r. 

i\rr. JMatthews. And 3 mur first name? 

JMr. Keller. Fred, F-r-e-d. 

JMr. JMatthews. And an 3 ^ initial? 

JMr. Keixer. P. 

JMr. JMatthews. Fred? 

J\rr. Keller. Paul. 

^Ir. JMatthews. Fred P.. or Fred Paul? 

JMr. Keiler. Well, I couldn't be positive, but my middle name is 
Paul and I used mv exact name. 

JNTr. JMatthews. Wliere was it issued? 

JMr. Keller. Xew York City. 
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!Mi\ Matthews. MHiat were the duties of the commissar of war 
for the Lincoln Battalion, which position you say you held? 

i\rr. Kellek. I will have to explain a little of the situation in 
Spain. 

Mr. Schwab. Don’t answer a question unless he gives you an 
opportunity to state all the facts. 

Mr. Lyxcji. Just a minute. I submit counsel is not controlling the 
committee as to what the witness should answer or not answer. 

ilr. Schwab. I am advising nn" client. 

The Chair:max. Do you want to confer with your client? 

ilr. Schwab. I merely told him he should not answer the questions 
fully. 

The CiiAiBMAX. Well, proceed. What was the question? 

^fr. JIattiiews. The question was, What were the duties of the 
commisar of war, which position ]Mr. Keller has stated he held in 
Spain, as a commisar of war in the Lincoln Battalion. 

Mr. K 1 T.LER. The popular-front government of Sj^ain vras a gov¬ 
ernment composed of some 30 political parties. There was a rule 
at the beginning of the war that no officer was permitted to be a mem¬ 
ber of any political part 3 \ He had to resign his rank in any politic 
cal party, if he held one before he took any position. In order that 
the orders of the government was carried out the duties as set down 
by the popular-front government, the office of commissar, commissar 
of war—in Spanish, the commissar de guerra, and we can say it 
literally translated is commissar of war—was established. 

The commissar of war had to do with coordinating the services of 
a battalion, see that a battalion was fed, ammunition arrived on 
time, and that the fronts were generally coordinated. 

It is a lengthy subject and I could speak at it to some great length. 

The CHAm]MAX. I would like to know in connection with this, was 
that a position or an office simply in this particular brigade? 

ilr. IvELX£R. Xo. That was throughout the entire Spanish Kepub- 
lican Arm 3 ^ This office existed in all units from sections up. 

llie Chairmax. All right. 

Mr. IMaithews. Had you had any previous military experience 
before going to Spain ? 

^Ir. Keeler. I never had any military experience in my life. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you proceed to outline the duties of the com¬ 
missar of war? You said to coordinate the activities, to see that 
food arrived and so forth, and what else? 

Mr. Keller. To explain to the troops the latest developments 
that the government was doing, the activities of the government. 
You have to understand that Spain was a government that was 
formed after the Fascist government or Franco government deserted 
and it was a very fast, SAvift-moving scene, and my job Avas to tell 
the troops the position of the gOA’ernment. It Avas a democratic 
army in Avhich men, in which men expressed themselves to the gOA"- 
ernment and the men had a right to express themsehTS back through 
my particular office and I in turn relayed that to my superior and 
he could relay it up to the gOA’ernment. In this Avay the great 
democracy of Spain functioned. 

The CiiAiRMAx. A political office as well as a militar}" office? 

Mr. Keller. Yes. It was military in a sense. 
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The Chairman. I mean you had botli duties, both military duties 
and political duties? 

Mi \ Keller. No; I didn’t have any directly military duties. 

]Mr. Matthews. Only political duties? 

Mr. Keller. Yes, sir. My office was supposed to be one in which— 
it was an honor to arrive at such an office. 

]\Ir. VooRHis. How were you selected for that office, Mr. Keller? 

^Ir. Keller. I was elected by the troops. 

The Chairman. What body of troops, a company or what? 

Mr, Keller. Whatever you represented. 

The Chairman. "Wliat did you represent? 

^Ir. Keller. In the end I represented the Lincoln Battalion. 
Therefore, I was elected-- 

The Chairaian. You first started out as a commissar for a smaller 
unit? 

INIr. Keller. No. I was sergeant at first of a machine-gun com- 
pany. 

Tlie Chairaian. When you became commissar you were commissar 
of the entire- 

INIr. Keller. Battalion. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Were a majority of the members of the Lincohi 
Battalion members of the Communist Party? 

iSIr. Keller. That is not true. 

Mr, jNIatthews. You know that Mr. Browder has published in his 
book that GO percent of the members of the Lincoln Battalion were 
members of the Communist Part}^, don’t you? 

Mr. Keller. I don’t know that. 

Mr. Matthews. And that he also testified before this committee 
that GO ])ercent of them were members of the Communist Party? 

IMr. Keller. Can’t be responsible for what Mr. Browder says. 

Mr. Mattheavs. At any rate you deny that as being a fact; is that 
your testimony? 

Mr. Keller. It is difficult to say what tlie percentage were of the 
battalion at different times, but to give you an impression that the 
Lincoln Battalion was entirely communistic- 

The Chairaian. He asked you if a majority of them were Com¬ 
munists. That was the question. 

Mr. Kei^ler. No; I don’t believe, to the best of my knoAvledge at 
any one time, and you have to remember that the number in our bat¬ 
talion changed over the 9 months in which I Avas in office, and at 
different times the percentage Avas probably different, but GO percent 
to me, if I may express an opinion, seems to me not coiTect. 

iNIr. Matthews. You Avould say ]\Ir. Browder was Avroim, in other 
words ?^ 

Mr, Keller, I don’t know. I am not responsible. 

Mr. Matthews. Are you willing to state that that is a Avrong state¬ 
ment ? 

Mr. Keller. I don’t know if Mr, BroAvder said it. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Never mind whether he said it or not. 

Mr, Schavab. May the record note the difference in treatment here 
of this Avitness and the previous Avitness. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Will the witness answer the question. 

The Chairman. Put it this Avay: Is the statement that GO percent 
of those were Communists? Is that a correct statement regardless of 
who made it? 
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Mi\ Keelek. Let me say this, i\Ir. Dies, that I can never say what 
percenta^*e there were at any one lime—nobody was ever asked for 
their political atliliations and they were not forced to say and so I 
can’t say any particular number existed. 

Mr. Mason. Would you say if you did express an opinion as to the 
proportion of Communists oi* noii-Comniunists in tlie Lincoln Bri- 
pule, it would be just your opinion and an estimate because no defi¬ 
nite check had been made, is that the idea i 

]\rr. Kixlek. That is to the best of my knoAvled^*e. 

Mr. Dempsey. ^^Tr. Keller, you did say positively that a majority 
of the bripide were not Communists? 

]\rr. Keller. T was anxious - 

Dot psey. That is your unqualilied statement. If that is true 
then a majority—certainly GO ]>ercent could not have been. 

i\Ir. Keller. I was just anxious that I would not be asked to 
make—make any—ask to make any pai ticular fi^-ure or coinjiare my 
fiirures with anybody else. 

iNIr. Dempsey. When you stated the majoi*ity were not Communists 
were you statino; your knowledge? 

Mr. Kelliu?. Yes, sir; to the best of my knowledo-e the majority 
of the Lincoln Battalion was never communistic. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Xow, we have a. subcommittee, designated by the 
chairman as being composed of Mr. Dempsey, 3Ir. Mason, and the 
chairman until further announcement, and we ai‘e now proceeding as 
a subcommittee.- Proceed. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, Jlr. Keller, in Spain did you meet Robert 
Minor? 

Mr. Keller. Yes; on one occasion in Barcelona I met him. 

Mr. iSlATTiiEws. What was the occasion of your meeting Robert 
Minor in Barcelona? 

Mr. Keller. It was in a restaurant or hotel lobby after dinner or 
something of that sort. 

]\Ir. ]\Iattiiews. What did you confer with him about? 

Mr. Keller. Well, I don’t exactly remember what it was. It 
wasn’t anything of tremendous significance. He wasn’t there very 
long, you know. 

iNIr. iMATTiiEWS. How long was Robert Minor in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. I could not say. 

^Ir. Matthews. You said he wasn't there very long. 

i\Ir. Keller. Well, to the best of my knowledge, I don’t believe he 
was there very long. 

ilr. ^Matthews. You know Robert Minor to be an outstanding 
member of the Communist Party of the United States, do you not? 

Mr. Keller. I have heard that. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Do you know it only from hearsay? 

Mr. Kelittl What else can I base it on ? 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did you know a man in the Lincoln Battalion 
whose first name was Ivan or Evon—I-v-a-n or E-v-o-n? 

Jlr. Kelli R. Doesn’t sound very familiar. 

Mr. ^Matthews. I-v-a-n. Did you have any relations whatever 
with a man who was familiarly known in the battalion as Ivan and 
known only by his first name as a rule? 

i\Ir. Keller. Evon. 

Mr. Matthews. Yes; E-v-o-n—I-v-a-n. 
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]Mr. Keller. Was that Evan—not Evan. 

Mr. Matthews. No; I-v-a-n. 

Mr. Keller. I can’t speak for that. 

Mr. MxVithews. Yon don't know any sucli man who worked in 
the- 

Mr. Keller. Over a year in the front, and meeting a great many 
people I cannot say positively I identify that name. 

Mr. Matthews. Did yon know a man in the American contingent 
of the Loyalist Army by the name of Paid White? 

Mr. Ket^ler. I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Did yon know Paul White in the United States 
before yon knew him in Spain ? 

INIr. Keller. I may. He went over on the same ship that I did; 
that is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Did 3^011 know him before yon sailed together? 

Mr. Keller. No; I don’t believe I did. 

]Mr. Matthews. Under what name did yon know Paul ^Vliite? 

Mr. Keller. Never knew him under any other name. 

Mr. Matthews. Yon never knew Paid White under the name of 
John Adams? 

Mr. Keller. This is not particnlarly familiar to me. 

The Chairman. Did 3^011 know a Johnnie Adams? 

Mr. ICeller, No ; I can’t say that I did. 

Mr, Matthews. Yon know now, do 3^011 not, that Paul White’s 
real name was John Qnincy Adams, don’t you? 

Mr. Keller. I do not. 

INIr. Maithews. And that he was a direct descendant of John 
Quincy Adams, a President of the United States? 

Mr. Keller. I do not. This is the first time I eA^er heard of that. 

Mr. Matthews. 'Wliat happened to Paul 'White in Spain? 

INIr. Keller. I don’t know. I understand he was missing in action. 

JMr. Matthews. Did yon ever hear anything else about Paul White’s 
state other than he was missing in action? 

Mr. Keller. No. At the time that I belieATd I would return to 
America—when I left Spain he was still O. K. I had seen him 
myself. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you see him in Spain? 

iNIr. Keller. Yes. ; 

Mr. JMatthews. Where did 3^011 last see him in Spain? 

Mr. Kelijer. I believe it was around the great retreat at Ebro, 
which occurred approximately in iMarch of 1938. 

IVIr. Matthews. And the onl 3 " report yon ever heard about his fate 
Avas that he Avas missing in action; is that correct? 

Mr. Keller. Yes. I don't knoAv an 3 ' other. 

Mr. ]\Iaitheavs. Did yon knoAv Geoi*ge ]\Iink in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. Never heard that name before. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Yon haA^e never heard the name of George Mink? 

Mr. Keller. To the best of my knoAvledge — I knoAv a great many 
people’s names, but I don't—I am not familiar Avith that. 

]\Ir. Mattheavs. Perhaps 3^011 kneAv him b 3 ^ the name of George 
Hirsch in Spain. Did yon know George Hirsch in Spain? 

Mr, Keller. Doesn’t sound immediately familiar to me. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did 3^011 knoAv Morris Pasternak in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. No; I didn’t. 
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Matthews. Do you know the name? 

Mr. Keller. I have heard the name since I returned. 

Mr. Mati'iiews. In what connection did you liear his name? 

]\Ir. Kellrr. T know his motlier. I have met her since I come back, 
and I understand tliat lie was missing in action sometime before I 
arrived in Spain. 

Mr. Matthews. Is he still missing as far as you know? 

^Ir. Keli.er. To the best of my knowledge that is so. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you know Sid Levine? 

Mr. Kfxij*:r. Yes: I know tliat name. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Did you know him in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. I did. 

]Vfr. jMatthews. In what connection did you know him in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. When I tiist arrived at tlie machine-gun company as 
a ]jrivate, he was a lieutenant in charge of the same company. 

Mr. Matthews. Where is Sid Levine now? 

Mr. Kei^lek. Well, I believe he is—well, I am not positive, but I 
believe he is in America. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Did you know him in any other connection in 
Spain than the one you jiist described? 

Mr. Keller. Xo : not to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. MAT-riiEws. Did you know Phil Bard? 

^Ir. Keller. I know him now. I did not know him in Spain or- 

Mr. Matthews. You had no contact with him in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. Xo. 

Mr. JMatthews. Xone whatsoever? 

JMr. Keller. Xone whatsoever. 

Mr. Mattih:ws. How many Xew York boys enlisted in the Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln Battalion, or the Fifteenth Division, Loyalist Army? 

ilr. Schwab. May I consult my client just a moment. 

^ Mr. Keijler. I must say in fairness that when volunteers came to 
Spain they came from all over the world. They came by every par¬ 
ticular means—from iViexico, from South America, Americans who 
lived in Europe. There is no way of laiowing, except by hearsay, and 
it is impossible to init a number of how many peoiile came from Xew 
York City. 

The Chairman. As long as you don’t know, you can say you don’t 
know. 

Mr. Keit^er. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matihews. Was there anv Abraham Lincoln Brigade in 
Spain ? 

Mr. Keller. Positively. 

Mr. JVIatthews. There was? 

Mr. Keixek. There was, positively. 

JMr. Matthews. A unit of the Loyalist Army known in Spain as 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

J\Ir. Kelixr. Hiat is correct, and so identified, and it has been 
written about extensively. 

Mr. JMatthews. Identified where? 

Mr. Keixeil In the news]iapers of Spain and the newspapers of 
America. I could say it is universally known. It is known all over 
the world by that name. 

J^Ir. JMatjtiews. Well, I am not asking you how it was known all 
over the world. I am asking you if there was an Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade in Spain itself ? 
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Jlr. Keller. (No answer,) 

The Chairman. Is that the official title of the brigade? 

Mr. Keller. Official title. 

The Chairman. Known in Spain as the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Keixer. The Premier of Spain addressed oiir battalion. He 
referred to ns as the men of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 

Mr. Maithewr. Did yon know a man in Spain named Hikiss? 

Mr. Keller. Never heard that name before, to the best of my 
knowledge. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Were you ever discharged as the commissar of 
war ? 

Mr. Keller. No. 

Mr. Matthews. How long did you retain that position? 

Mr. Keller. When I was discharged from the Army I was given 
an honorable discharge. 

iNIr. Mattheavs. Did you retain that iiosition as lono- as you were 
in Spain? 

Mr. Keller. I was wounded. I went to the hospital at that time. 
I still retained the title, but I didn’t function in the office. 

Mr, Mattheavs. In other words, you mean to say that you never 
received a formal discharge from the office of commissar of war, as 
you describe it? 

Mr. Keller. I was given an honorable discharge by the Anny when 
I left, that is all. 

Mr. Mattheavs. That is when you left the Army ? 

Mr. IvELLER. When I left for—when I left Spain. 

Mr. MxVTtheavs. Then you neA^er encountered any charges of any 
kind Avith respect to your carrying out of your functions as commissar 
of war? 

Mr. Keller. No; I think not. Even these- 

Mr, jNIattiieavr. Well, is that true or not? 

]\lr. Schwab. Let him answer the question. 

Mr, INIatthews. I am asking for an answer. 

Mr, Keller. It is ])ositively not true and I resent the cpiestion. 
IVIy record in Spain Avas good. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Did you CA^er encourage your men to pillage 
houses in the occupied villages of Spain? 

INIr. Keller. That is not true. 

ilr. IMaathews. Welh the answer is no; is it? 

]\Ir. Keixer. The ansAver is no. 

Mr, Schwab. Did anybody - 

Mr, Keller. Nobody did that. We had respect for the peasants 
and Ave done this thing, we preserved the sparse materials that the 
Government had. 

IMr. IMattheavs. Were you ever charged with lack of discipline? 

Mr. Keller. No; I neA^er was. 

IMr. IMattheavs. Were you ever charged Avith encouraging drunken¬ 
ness in your battalion? 

IN[r. Keller. Your honor—3mur honor, I am sonw. If I can speak 
Avith a little bit of earnestness I resent these questions. 

The (Tiairaian. You won’t haA^e to answer - 

IMr. Keixer. The answer is no. 

IMr. Mattheavs. IMr. Chairman, the witnesses here testified to 
incontroATrtible facts and I am asking the witness for his - 
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Mr. Schwab, Do you call those ‘‘incontrovertible facts”? 

The CiiAiiniAX. Yon want to have an opportunity to deny any 
charges made against you, do you not? 

jMr. Schwab, i\Ir, Chairman, 1 say this- 

The CiiAiiiMAX, You want to have an opportunity to deny any 
charges made against you by other witnesses? 

Mr. Schwab.' ilr. Chairman, in amplifying that suggestion, not 
only would we like the opportunity of denying them, we would like 
the opportunity similar to the witnesses who have testified before, 
to explain these things, even though- 

The CiiAiRAiAN. Well, he is explaining them. There has been no 
opportunity denied him. He has not been denied that. 

Mr. Keller. As emphatically as I can I deny this as positively 
as I can deny this. I want the record that Avay. My record with 
the Army was good, and I Avas complimented for it Avhen I left, and 
I am still proud of it. 

i\Ii\ ]Masox. There is nothing more emphatic in the English lan¬ 
guage than “no.” 

!Mr. Keller. I agree with you, 

Mr. Mattheavs. x\fter your return from Spain, Mr. Keller, did you 
make a tour of the United States, a speaking tour? 

Mr. Keller. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Mattheavs. In that speaking tour of the United States did 
you publicly take up the question of charges Avhich had been made 
against you by certain persons Avho had been in Spain at the same 
time you Avere? 

]Mr. I^LLER. I don’t understand the question. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Well, you made speeches OA-er the United States 
on a tour ? 

Mr. ICeller. Yes. 

Mr. ilATTHEAvs. lu tliose speeches did you ansAver or make reply 
to- 

Jlr. Keller. I spoke for Spain. 

]Mr, IMatitieavs. Charges Avhich had been made against you per¬ 
sonally by persons AAdio had knoAvn you in Spain? 

Mr. Kixler. I couldn't be so egotistical. I couldn't be so ego¬ 
tistical. I didn't do that. 

The Chairaiax. Gentlemen, it is about- 

]\Ir. ^Mattheavs. I Avant to ask the Avitness one more question. 
Have you eATU* been arrested in the United States, INIr. Keller? 

Mr. Keller. I Avas arrested about 2 Aveeks ago AAlien I attem])ted 
to picket the French consul in behalf of the Spanish refugees aa'Iio 
Avere being repatriated to Franco, Spain, Avhere it means certain 
death for them, 

Mr. Mattheaa's. Under AAdiat auspices Avere you demonstrating? 

Mr. ScHAVAB. He hasn’t finished answering. 

Mr, Keller. It Avas disordeidy conduct charge that I Avas arrested 
under—arrested for, this attempted picket line at the French consul. 

jNIr. ]\Iaitiieavs. Are you through ? 

iVlr. Keixer. I am. 

Mr. IMattieeavs. Under what auspices Avas this picket line in front 
of the French consulate? 

Mr. Keller. Fifty-seATn organizations in New York City that I 
represented—57 organizations in NeAv York City got together and 
formed an organization of organizations. 
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Mr. Matthews. What is the name of the association ? 

Mi\ Keller, Emergency Committee to Save the Spanish Refugees, 
and it ^Yas under their auspices the picket line was held. 

Mr. Matthews. Emergency Committee to Save the Spanish Refu¬ 
gees? Is that the exact title of the organization? 

iNIr. Keller. Maybe a small deviation, but that is in essence. 

Mr. Y boKHis. Did that oi'ganization authorize the picketing? 

Mr. Keller. They did. They publicized it in the newspapers 
beforehand. 

Sir. VooRHis. The whole organizations authorized it? 

Sir. Keller. It was a meeting at which 57 organizations were rep¬ 
resented tliat this picket line was voted—that it was voted to take 
this action of attempting to picket tlie French consul. 

Sir. SIatthews. Who is the head of this organization ? 

Sir. IvELLER. SVell, I can’t be sure at the present moment. I didn’t 
attend the meeting at which this went through and I can’t say. It is 
a new organization. 

Sir. SIatthews. Would the exact name of the organization bo 
The Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign ? 

Sir. Keller. No. 

Sir. SIatthews. Is it a new organization which has been recently 
formed ? 

Sir. Keller. SYell, it is an association of all the organizations. 

Sir. SIatu'hews. Is it a new organization which has recently been 
formed ? 

Sir. Keller. SYell, it is hardly an organization. It is an associa¬ 
tion of all the organizations that aided and supported Spain. By 
that I mean the democracy of Spain. 

Sir. SIatthews. Has the association been recently brought about? 

Sir. Keller. Y"es. That association was brought about I would 
say last month. 

Sir. SIatthews, As a result in the split of the Spanish Refugee 
Relief Campaign? 

Sir. Keller. Well, I want to give exact answers and I don’t know 
all the facts there. I am not very active in that and I would rather 
not- 

Sir. SIatthews. Well, you know that there was some difficulty 
inside the organization known as the Spanish Refugee Relief Cam¬ 
paign, don’t you? 

Sir. Keller. Y^es; I know there ’was some disaffection among the 
people who worked there. SInny of them seemed to be most in¬ 
terested in protecting the French Government from any embarass- 
ment and we who were in Spain and supported Spain and who 
know the Spanish people—we have many friends who have been 
sent back to Franco of Spain and have been shot there. SVe who 
felt the most bitter about this thing decided on this organization. I 
can’t speak for the others. 

Sir. SIatthews. SWiat has been the disposition of the case under 
which you were arrested? 

Sir. Keller. Still in court. 

Sir. SIatthews, Have you ever been arrested- 

Sir. Keller. I was never arrested in my life up until this occa¬ 
sion. 
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Mr. ]\Iattiikws. I’liat coiiipirto.s iiiy exaniiiiatioii. 
l*lu* Chaujmax. (uMitlenuau liav(‘ to conclude with these wit- 
nesst*'' tills afternoon. 

^[r. Sc hwab. I un(I(‘rstood this witness was <roin^' to he oiven a 
full opportiinily to answer these jirevions witnesses. 

1'he (hivTiniAX, Do you want to^ 

ddie Witness. I would like that op])ortunity. 

d'lu‘ C'haikmax. Then suppose we meet liack hei'e at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. S( iiw.M’.. ^Ir. (’hairman. do yon know whethei* we will he 
al)]e t(» i:(‘t t]iroui>*h with these four witnesses today ^ 

d'h(‘ ChiAiK:\!AX. I think we can. We will make every effort to 
do so. 

1'li(‘ committee Avill I’ecess until 2 o'clock p. m. 

{AVnereu])on at 12:20 p. m.* a i*e(*ess was taken until 2 p. m., the 
same day.) 

AFTEK RECESS 


The Cttair:viax. The committee will come to order. 

'rhe Chairman desioi^ates a snheommittee com])osed of the chair¬ 
man. the ii'eiitleiuan from Illinois, ^Ir. ]Mason, and ]Mr. Vooiiiis from 
California. 

You may call your witness, ^tr. ^Matthews. 

^Ir. Matthews. Mi*. Kellei*. 

Tlie Chairman. Come around. ^Nlr. Keller. 

TESTIMONY OE FRED KELLER—Resumed 

Ml*. Kpxler. ^[y counsel has not arrived yet. 

I'he ('ll HUMAN. We will wait a few moments. You may jn'oceed 
novc. ]\Ir. Matthews. 

Mr. ^Matthews. ^Mr. Keller, when you were arrested in Xew York 
recently, in connection with the picketino- of the French consulate, 
were you t;dven before a magistrates 

Mr. Keller. Yes: I was. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Did you testify before the magistrate that you 
used another name than that of Fred Keller at any tinted 

Mr. Keller. I did. 

Ml*. Matitiews. In any connection? 

Mr. Keller. I did. 

Mr. ]Maiuuiews. Then your testimony here this morning was false, 
was it. when you said that you had never used another name? 

Mr. Keller. Xo: that is not correct. I told them tliat I was a 
member of a union and in that union the book I carried did not have 
Fred Kellei* on the book. 

Mr. MArniEWS. What name does that union book have on it ? 

.Mr. Kell?:r. Do I have to answer that? 

Mr, Schwab. X*o. 

!Mr. Matthews. AVhat name does that book have on it ? 

^Ir. Keller. Unless the chairman insists I would rather not give 
that be<*ause that is how I make my living and I am not anxious 
to have that name used. I assure the committee it is of no conse- 
cpience. 

94931—40—TOl. 13—7 
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The CiiAipjMAx. Well, as 1 nnderstaiul it. this you ^xQve 

asked the qiiestioii if you had ever used auy othei’ uaiiie exee])t Fred. 
Keller? 

Mr. Kellkr. Yes. 

The Ciiair:max. And you said you had not. Now. as I understand 
your testimony you used another name in some union. 

Mr. Kp:llek. Yes: I did. 

The Chairman. The union that you are affiliated with? 

]Mr. Keller. Yes. sii*. 

The Chairaiax. MYll. what was the puri)ose of usino* the other 
name? 

^Ir. Kp:ller. It was just impossible foi* me to ^et a book in my 
own name. I needed work. 

The Chairaian. Why was it impossible? 

^Ir. Schwab. Do you want to answei* the question? 

Mr. Keller. lYell, it was not possible foi' me to use my own name 
in that union. I work as a lon^’shoreman. A friend of mine olfered 
to ^et me a book tliere and he proceeded—and lie jirovided me with 
a book to work with. 

The CiiATRAiAX. You mean that the union Avould not have permit¬ 
ted you to join under your true name; is that coi*rect ? 

^Ir. Kellp:r. It would have cost me a lot of—moi'e money—I 
coukhrt afford it at the time. 

The CiiAiRAiAN. Why would it cost you more money? 

Mr. Keller. Initiation fees and thing’s of that type. 

The Chairaiax. lYell, you had tliat anyway when you joined under 
any name, didn't you ? 

Mr. Kellp:r. No. INIy friend ^ave me this book that I used. 

Tlve Chairaiax. It wasn't a real book? 

]\[r. Keller. Yes, it was a ^'enuine book. 

Tlie Chairaiax. It was a book of someone else and tliey let you 
use it ? 

]Mr. Keller. Yes, siix that is con-ect. 

The Chairaiax. In order to work ? 

]\Ir. Keller. Yes, sir. 

The Chairaiax. So you could avoid havino^ to pay initiation fees 
and dues? 

i\Ir. Keller. Yes, sir. 

Ml*. Lynch. In effect it was a fraud beino- pei’petrated on the 
union, Mr. Keller ? 

Ml*. Keller. No; I wasn't—I didn't use another name. 

Mr. Sc hwab. What has all this ^ot to do. Mi*. Chairman - 

The Chairaiax. Now, be coui teous. Nobody is excited here. 

]\fr. Schwab. I object to this whole line of testimony. It has 
iiothimr to do with the ]jurposes of this committee. 

]\Ir. ]\rASox. It seems to me if the Avitness has testified under oath 
here to somethino- that Avas not true, and the testimony that he ^ave 
before a ma.ijistrate contradicts the testimony that he gaA*e today 
that in itself, it seems to me, is ])ertinent and is of interest to this 
committee and Ave should knoAV those facts. 

Mr. ScHAVAB. Ke has already answered those ({uestions, Mr. ^lason. 

I object to ^oino- into this matter any further. 

The Chairaiax. Noay. Avliat is yowr question? You are askina' him 
to tell the name- 
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ilr. ^Ia'itiifavs. T ^v:uU to know- 

The Chaihmax. riuler which he went into the union? 

Mr. I^rxc’ii. That is right. 

Mr. ^rATi'Tirws. I want to know now if he is employed at this 
time or lias Won employed recently under another name, quite apart 
from his union book. Is he using another name with his employer 
than the name of Fred Kellei*. 

The CiiAimrAx. All right, you can ask him that question. 

]\Ir. M.atthews. Under what name are you employed ? 

^Ii*. IvELLEin 1 am not employed at the present time. 

.Mr. ^Iattiiews. Have you been employed recently ? 

(Xo answer.) 

]Mr. Matthews. AVhen was your last employment ? 

]\Ir. Keixee. A])proximately a month ago. 

Mr. Matthews. And umhn* what name were 3^011 em])loyed a month 
ago ? 

Mr. Keixee. I told you that T used another book in the industry in 
whicli I work. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. I am not concerned about the union book but under 
what name did vour enq)lover have .yon listed? 

^Ir. Keelee. I used the same one as the one on the book. 

Mr. ^Matthews. AVhat name was that? 

The UiTAiEAiAX. M^ait just a minute. Have you ever used an\" other 
name excej)t the one name that you are talking about that was in the 
union book? 

Mr. Keilee. That is correct, I never did. 

The ('iiate:max. That is the onl}’ name you ever used? 

Mr. Kellee. Yes, sir. 

The CiiAiEAiAx. You denv that you are a member of the Commimi.st 
Paity ? 

^^r. Kelei e. I am not a member of the Communist Part^x 

Tho Chaieaiax. You have never been a member of the Communist 
Part v ? 

.Mr. Keetxe. 1 have never been a member of the Communist Paidyx 

Hie CiEviEAEAX. Have vou ever been a member of the Young Com¬ 
munist League? 

Mr. Keeeee. J have never been a member of the Young Communist 
League. 

I’he Chaiemax. Have you ever been a member of the International 
Mhirkers Order? 

^Ir. Keeeee. Xo; T am not. 

The (hiAiEAiAX. Have you ovov had any connection with the Com- 
munisl Partv? 

(Xo answei-.) 

Th(‘ ('hateaiax. Been active in an.y of the work of the Communist 
Party? ^ 

^Ir. Keeeee. Xo. sii*. 

The (hEMEAEAx. Xone whatsoever? 

(Xo answer.) 

The Chaie.ae\x. IVelh no one has testified that this man is a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Partv. 

.Mr. S( iiwAB. Someone lias te.stified, Mr. Chairman, about his 
activities in Spain and I understood you to say- 

The CiTAiEAEAx. I am talking about the question of membership in 
the Communist Partv. 
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]\Ir. ISlAT^rHEws. Tliere is a considerable line of questioning that has 
to do with whether or not this man is giving truthful answers. 

The Chairman. I understand that is true. He has already contra¬ 
dicted his testimony this morning. He said he did not go under any 
othei’ name, as I remember, and now he says he did. But the point I 
have in mind is that there is no testimony hei*e that lie is a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Now, that being true, is it iiertinent to require him to state under 
which name he was working in the union? 

^Ir. Matthews. Then I would like to have the question held up for 
a moment until some more questions are asked. 

The Chairman. All right. 

^Ir. Matthew^s. You stated just now, INIi*. Keller, that you were not 
a member of the International Workers Order; is that correct? 

INIi*. Keller. No; 1 am not. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Have ^tiu ever been a membei* of the International 
Workers Order? 

INIr. Keller. No. I never attended one of theii* meetings. 

Mr. Matthews. I did not ask yon if yon ever attended a meeting. 

Mr. Keiler. No; I have never been a memjier of the International 
Workers Order. 

Mr. Matthews. I ask you if this is your photograph? Is that a 
picture of yourself? 

(Elxhibiting photograph to witness.) 

]\Ir. Keller. That is. 

Mr. Matthews. This is a copy of The New Order, the official organ 
of the International Workei’S Ordei* for July 1988. On page 16 there 
appears a photograph of Mr. Keller, which he just identified, and 
aljove the photograph is this caption: 'Th-ed Keller, Siianish war 
hero, a member of order.” 

The Chairman. What about that ? 

]\Ii\ Keixer. I can only say that if they said that that is a mis¬ 
quote; that I never joined that particular organization. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you ever address a communication to i\Iax 
Bedacht? 

Ml’. Keller. No, sir. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Never did ? Were you ever known by any other 
title than that of commissar of war in the Lincoln Battalion? 

Mr. Keller. This morning I testified that I once was a sergeant in 
a machine-gun company, and I held the position in—two positions in 
a machine-gun company besides the title of commissar of war. 

Mr. jNIatthews. Were you ever known as the political commissar? 

Mr. Kixler. Political commissai- is not the correct term. 

Mr. Matthews. Well, were you ever known as the jiolitical com¬ 
missar of the Lincoln Battalion ? 

Mr. Keller. I can’t say. I can onh^ say what I was. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you ever sign yourself as political commissar 
of the Lincoln Battalion? 

Mr. Keli.er. Not to the liest of my knowledge. ^ly cori’er*t tit]‘=‘ 
was commissar of war, and I think in all official communications I 
must have used that. 

Mr. Ma’cthews. When was that title conferred n])on you ? 

Mr. Kelier. I think it was about Octolier 15 in 1987. 
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^Ir. ^Iattiikws. And how loni:' did you have that? Until the time 
you left Spain in 

Mr. Kulleu. Approxiinnlely dune ‘dS. 

Mr. A'lTiiEws. ^Ir. Keller, is that your signature? 

(Kxhihitinir pain}ddet to the witness.) 

(No answer.) 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. Is that your signature ^ Never mind the letter, 
is that your signature ^ 

Mr. Keleek. I can't he sure, hut it pi'ohahly is. 

Ml*. Matthews. Mi*. Chairman, here is a copy of the New Order, 
otlicial oraan of the International Workei's Order for March 1038. 
On })aae 11 thei’e is a letter dated danuary 31, 1038, addressed to 
]Max Iledacht, whom the witness just testified he never wrote any 
letters to. Tliis is on the letterhead of the llattalion Lincoln-Wasli- 
inaton. Fifteenth Ilriande Internatiomd. from Spain. It is signed 
“Fred Keller, Battalion Political Commissai*.” 

Now, did you wi*ite that letter. ]Mr. Keller^ 

(Handing letter to the witness.) 

]\Ir. KEimEU. I never rememher that letter. I can say when we 
were in Spain that the othce that carried on work in America for 
raising j)uhlicity sent out many letters when we were at the front. 
IVe have no oppoi-tunity to wi’ite letters, as I know I haven’t Avritten 
home in months because I was so busy. 

The Chaiemax. You deny tliat you wrote that letter? 

]Mr. Kellek. ]\Ir. Chairman, I want to say in fairness that I cannot 
be sure. I may have had somebody write such a letter for me. There 
were hundreds of such communications. 

The CiiAiiEAiAx. You said that you thought that was 3 ^ 0111 ’ signature. 

]Mr. Keller. I am not sure that that is my signature. It doesn't 
look familiar. It looks like ‘Tvelly.'’ 

Ml*. M.vniiEws. I will show you a signature- 

Mr. Keller. I don't make inv signature- 

The CiiAnaiAx. Read tlie letter so you can state v%'hether or not 
3^11 wrote the letter. 

(]\Ir. ^Matthews handing letter to the witness.) 

Mr. Keller. 1 can sav I never wrote the letter. I would not say 
I did not authorize somebod 3 ^ else to do the letter. 

The CiiAiiLAiAX. You would not have authorized somebody to sign 
your name^ 

.Mr. Keller. No. On occasions they would because- 

The CiTAiRWAX. I mean if yon authorized someone to write the 
letter you would sign 3 ^ 0111 * name? 

Mr. Keller. I can't say whether that- 

The Chairman. Doesn't that look like 3 ’our signature, Mr. Keller? 

Mr. Keller. It has some similarity to my signature. 

Mr. ^Iattitews. Mr. Keller, is that 3 * 0111 * signature? 

(Handing paper to the witness.) 

^Ir. Keller. That is: yes, sir. 

]Mr. Matthews. This is a signature on a voucher wliich Mr. Keller 
just signed t()da 3 *. Do the signatures compare, NIr. Keller, as being 
the same signatures? 

]\Ii*. Keller. I don’t think it is of relative importance when I 
denied that I wrote- 

The Chairman. Let us have some ordei*. 
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Mr. Keller. Mr. Chairman, ^vhen I deny that I wrote a letter to 
llie Intei'iiational Workers Order or said I was never a member of the 
International Workers Order I meant that. That is exactly the 
way it was in my mind, and I nevei- remember writing- this letter to 
this thing. Tlie fact that I may have authoihzed such a letter, I 
don't know. But I can say that at the fi'ont we never had any op¬ 
portunity to MU'ite letters, and this letter was probably written from 
some place else. 

The Chairman. You know whether that is your signature, to be 
frank? 

Mr. Keller. Yes; it does appear to be my signature. 

The Chairman. But you don’t recall writing the letter? 

]\Ir. Keller. And I don't recall signing the letter eitlier. 

The Chairman. What is the date of that letter? l 

]Mr. Matthews. January 31, 1938. I 

The Chairman. All right, read the letter. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. The letter reads as follows: i 

Jaa\iarv 81st, 198S. 

Max Beclaebt, I. W. O., SO 5111 Avenue, N. Y. C. 

Dear Comrade Bedacht: 

The boys of the Lineoln Battalion wish to thank the 1. W. O. for the wool 
sweaters we recently received. 

They came in a time when they were very much needed—rii;lit into our 
trenches, while we were stationed in one of the coldest regions of Siiain. 

The moral and material aid that the 1. W. O. has given to the American 
Brigade here, has been an important factoi- in our sm'vic e to the Spanish IVo- 
ples Army. In recent weeks, during which we have been unusually active, no 
.small concern of ours has been with the elements. 

Your very necessary gifts will serve as a con.stant reminder of the great 
efforts the American workers are jointly waging in our tight against the Fascists. 

Salud y Victoria. Fred Keller. 

and then in typewriting “Fred Kelly, Battalion Political Commissar” 
and below that the signature of “Frank Rogers" and below that in 
tyjiewriting, “Frank Rogers, Party Secretary." 

Who was Frank Rogers, Mr. Keller? 

^Ir. Keller. He was in our battalion in Spain. 

Mr. Ma^fthews. Of wliat liarty was he the secretary? 

Mr. Keller. I don’t know that. I don’t ever remeni))er this let¬ 
ter. And the reason that I am pretty sure that I would never allow 
my signature to be put on the same letter with one from a political 
lepresentative, because that was indirect contradictions to the orders 
of the Spanish Republican government. 

Now, that I have heaid the text of the letter I can say that I 
might have allowed or authorized this letter to be written in thanks 
to the people who sent these things. We often done that when 
people sent us gifts there, but the fact that the party secretary signs 
his name, also, to the letter, makes me believe that it is hardly pos¬ 
sible, because that would have beeii in direct contradiction to my 
oi’dei'S from the Spanish Republican government; that I never was 
to be identified with any political party. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Keller, I would like to ask yon for a yes or 
no answer to the question. Is that your signature? [Handing 
pamphlet to the witness.] 

Mr. Keller. I say that I cannot be sure. I don't want to say that 
is my signature. I never remember the lettei*. I admit there is a 
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possibility of my iiutlioriziiijr such a U'ttt'r. 1 cannot say that that is 
niv >itrnuture. 

Tho CiiAiKMAX. You said a luoment ago it appears to be. 

Mr. Kiulkk. It says ^'Fred Kelly*' there, doesn't it? If I luay 
say so, isn't that “Kelly'* ^ That isn't niy name at all. Well, it is 
obvious a line of fraud of some kind because the signature here says 
“Fred Kelly." 

Mr. ]\lAT'riiK\vs. Xo: it doesn t. 

Mr. Kellkk. Tlie typing under the thing said ^T^red Kelly,’ ]My 
name is “Fred Kellel'." J think anybody I authorized to sign my 
name would at least have been correct in the spelling of it. 

The CuAiiuAiAX. Does it have the signature? Let me see the sig¬ 
nature. 

yiw Keller. I am quite certain now that this letter was never with 
my knowledge or anything like that. I have never seen it before. 

The Chairmax. Then you deny that you wrote this letter and deny 
that this is vour signature? 

Mr. Keller. I deny that I wrote the letter. The fact that I autlior- 
ized the letter I am not willing- 

Tlie ChiAiRMAX, You deny also it is your signature? 

Mr. Keller. Yes; I will deny that that is my signature and I \yill 
deny also that anybody who signed my name, typed or otherwise, 
and misspelled it, they certainly had no right to use my name. 

Ml'. ^Iattiiews. Was it also a mistake to put the words ^TVilitical 
Commissar" on this letter? 

Mr. KELLr:K. I told you in the beginning my title was commissar 
of war. I never authorized anybody to use any other title but that, 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. Did you know a Fred Kelly in Spain? 

i\Ir. Keller. Xo; never did. 

Mr. ]\1attiiews Was there a Fred Kelly who was political com- 
mi.-ar for the Lincoln battalion ? 

^Ir. Keller. Xo. 

Mr. ]\Iaitjiews. That is, you were the only one wlio occupied that 
post at this period, were you not? This is January 31, 1938? 

]\lr. Kelli:r. That is coi rect. 

^Ir. ^Iattetew’s. Have you ever seen ]\Ir. Bi'owder's The Peoples’ 
Front. ^Ir. Keller, this book? 

(Exhibiting book to the witnes.s.) 

Mr. Keller. T have never read it. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. On }>age IS;? of Earl Browder’s book. The Peoples' 
Front, which is already in evidence before this committee, appears 
the following statement by ]\Ir. Browder: 

And not the loast S(nirce of our pride is the fact that over sixty per cent of 
the Lincoln liattalion members are members of the Communist Party. 

Is ^Ii*. Browder incorrect in that statement, Mr. Keller? 

]\lr. Keller. I can say that I can give no definite ligures on this. 
I am not concerned with what Browder or anybody else said about 
the Lincoln Battalion. 

Mr. ^Ma^ittiews. Did you meet Earl Browder in Spain? 

^Ir. Kei.ler. I heard him speak. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did you pers^onally talk to him? 

^Ir. Keller. I never spoke to the man in my life. 
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]\Ii-. ]\Iattiiews. Xow, Mr. Chairman, I would like to raise the 
question of the other names under which ]Mr. Keller has stated to 
the magistrate in New York that he was employed, and the reasons 
why he told the mapstrate he used other names. 

The Chatkman. Did yon give anothei name before the magis¬ 
trate's court ? 

Mr. Kellek. Xo; I did not. The magistrate said it wasn't neces¬ 
sary that I give it. 

Mr. ]MAT'rHEws. What was the reason yon stated to the magistrate 
that yon used another name^ 

Ml’. Keller. I told him that that was my means of making a 
livelihood. 

Mr. Schwab. Just a moment. I object to this whole- 

]\Ir, ^Matthews. Did you tell the magisii'ate- 

]\Ir. Schwab. Just a moment. I object to going any further into 
this line. It has nothing to do with the objects of this committee. 

The Chair:max. It is very much the object of this committee to 
find out whether or not j)eo])le use other names. We have had quite 
a bit of evidence of members of the Communist Party who use other 
names. 

!Mr. Schwab. Nothing illegal about it. 

The Chairaian. Using other names? 

^Ir, Schwab. Yes; nothing illegal about it in the State of New 
York. 

^Ir. ilATTiHAvs. Did you tell the magistrate in New York that you 
used another name because you were known as a Communist under 
the name of Fred Keller? 

]Mr. Keller. I did not. On the stand I was asked if I was a Com¬ 
munist, and I said I was not. 

The Chairaian. INIr. Keller. 

ilr. Keller. Yes, sii*. 

The Chairaian. Did you heai* the testimony of the previous 
witness ? 

Mr. Keller. I did. 

The Chairaian. Did you know the previous witness in Spain? 

I\Ir. Kei.ler. I did. 

The Chairaian. AVhen did you first meet him? 

Mr. Keller. I first met him, I believe, it was about November 
11)37. 

The Chairaian. Where did you meet him? 

^Ii‘. Keller. There was considerable—I was at the front at Fuentes 
De Ebro, and I had to travel several miles back, and he was in chargo 
of some kitchen unit there. 

The Chairman. State whether or not you deny the testimony he 
gave here. 

^Ir. Keller. I enqfiiatically deny everything he said—not eveiw- 
thing he said, but most of the accusations are a thin tissue of lies. 
AVe speak with a lot of bitteiaiess when we denounce him. 

The Chairaian. You don't undertake to deny the things when you 
wei’e not ])resent ? 

Ml’. Keller. He said he was at the front. This man was never 
1 day at the front. I want that entered in the record, not even 
1 day. 

The Chairaian. You deny that he was at the front? 
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]Mr. Keller. Yes. Could he speak of my activities, and if he were 
any witness, I tliink it can be asked (hi'onoliout the battalion—I 
was known all over as a non-Coiiiinnnist. There was nothin<>’ in 
Spain—it was well known I was non-Commnnist throu^hont Spain. 
It is still well known in America, but he hatches some stoi*y of, I 
mi^Iit call '’Vontrt)! commission,'' that 1 was some stooge of ^Moscow 
or somethiiiir. That is not true. The [)roof that the battalion was'iit 
a Communist institution was that men, who were never associated 
with any political party, as I was never before I went to Spain, rose 
to the ranks that I attained there. 

The Chairman. How many times did you see him in Spaing 

Mr. IvELLEtr I saw liiin on several occasions. 

The Ciiair:siax. Two times? 

Mr. Keller. He was a disciplinary case about three times, and I 
saw him on all those three occasions. 

The Chairman. You had control over him or he came within your 
jurisdiction ? 

Mi‘. Keller. They were referred to me, yes. Mostly because he 
M'as a co\vard and wouldn't e*(> to the front and many times he was 
s])oken to. 

Mr. Lynch. Did your counsel ju.st siig^ej^t that ansM’er to you, 
that he was a coward? 

,Mr. Keller. He did not. He said ex])lain it to me. 

^fi‘. S('HWAn. May the record show that I said “explain your 
answei*.” 

The Chairman. IVhere did you see him outside of the three times? 
Did you see him any moi^e ? 

Mr. Keller. Oh, I have seen him moi'e than three times, but I 
remember on three ditl'erent occasions he was a disciplinary case. 

The (diAiRMAN. You say he never went to the front and never- 

Mr. Keller. He nev(U* had one day at the front. 

The Chairman. Xever did en^’aae in any actual combat? 

Mr. Kelleil He never eiiirnoed in any actual combat. 

The Chaiil^ian. How did he ^et out of it ? 

^^r. Keller. He deserted. Our battalion had a minimum of de- 
.verteiv. 

dlie Chahoian. He M'as there for a year before he deseiled. 

Mr. Kelleil He was never there foi* a year. 

The Ciiairaian. How lon^ was he there before he deserted ? 

IMr. Kelleil AVell, I can't speak Avith very much authority. I 
M'onld ^ay approximately 8 or 9 months. J know that he came— 
he was the first—<»:ot near the front Avhen he was in charge of a 
kitchen unit at a ])lace called Qninto. That was al)ont Xovember 
19:K. It was in THS, in Mai'ch, that he deseiled, so m'c can say that 
lu‘ had T) months' associationshi]) with our brigade. 

The Chairman. And your statement is that diirino* the 5 months 
he nevei' was in actual combat ? 

^Ii’. Keller. He nevei* \vas in actual combat. 

The Chairman. Do you know the the* terms uiuhu* which the men 
enlisted—the period for which they enlisted ? 

Mr. Kelleil There were never any tei*ms of eidistment as far as 
1 know. In my own case there wasn't. 

The CiiAiR.MAN. AVasn't it understood that they wei*e enlisting for 
a G month's period. 
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Mr. Kfller. I have never heard that—certainly I have never known 
of those tei'ms or circumstances. 

The Chatr:max. I say yon never heard of that 

Mr. Keller. There were ari’an<i:emeiits by which a doctor declared 
a man unfit for fi‘ont-line service. 

The Chair^iax. I wasn't speaking about that. Mlien they en¬ 
listed-- 

]Mr. Kei.ler. For a G months’ service— duty. 

The Chairman. That is what I am talking about. 

]\Ir. Keller. 1 never heard of that. 

The Chairman. Yon never heard of it ? 

]\Ir. Keller. No, sir. 

The Chairman. AYhat were the conditions yon enlisted for—what 
were the conditions oi* agreements under which von enlisted 

Mr. K ELLER. No formal terms of agreement. 

The Chair^ian. Yon had to sign something, didn't yon? 

Mr. Keller. No, I never signed aiyything. 

The Chairman. Did yon take an oath? 

]Mr. Keller. I never took an oath. 

The Chairman. Never was any understanding about the length of 
time that anybody enlisted ? 

Mr. Keller. No, there never was. 

The Chairman. AVell. they could do anything. They co\dd quit 
aiiy time they wanted to, couldn't they ? 

]Mr. Kei.ler. AVe were under the l egulations and discipline of the 
Spanish Kepublican Army. 

The Chairman. AVhat did that provide as the duration of enlist¬ 
ment ? 

]\rr. Keller. After an action was over and the troops retired they 
were taken to the rear guard. ]\Ien could take up with a certain 
commission, which I had something to do with, and give reasons why 
they would like to be repatriated to America if they were—if they 
wanted that. 

The CHAiR:\rAN. In other words, there wasn't any i-egulation of 
the Army that jirevented any of these volunteers from leaving any 
time they wanted to? 

]\rr. Keller. Thev couldn't leave in the midst of a military action. 

The Chairman. 1 understand that. 

]\rr. Kei.ler. They couldn’t leave without permission and formal 
dischai'ge from the International Brigade headquarters. 

The Chairman. The ])oint I am trying to clear up, since there 
wasn't any understanding or agreement when they joined, why was 
it necessary to get your permission to quit ? 

]\Ir. Keller. The army is the highest type of organization. AVe 
can't have people that just walk out any time at all. 

The Chairman". That is true, but you say there wasn't any oath 
re([uired ; they signed nothing, there was no agreement as to how 
long they were going to fight. 

Mr. Keller. There was never any such thing. AYheii a man 
wanted to come back he went before the medical trilninal and if he 
was declared unfit for front-line service- 

The Chairman, dliey woidd let him go? 

Mr. Keller. They would be automatically discharged just as soon 
as the Government could get around. 
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The CiiAiiLAiAX. AVas that the only leason they could assign? 

Air. Kei.lku. No. there were others. Family trouble.'^', other 
things, and many people wei'e sent back in America to speak in 
Amei'ica and tell what they had seen in Spain. 

The (hiAiinAiAX. Sent back by the brigade? 

Air. Kelokk. A'es. 

The ChiAiH3iAX. Who would S(‘nd those back? Send them back for 
the tmrpose of (uilisting more men? 

Air. Keteei:. No. 

The (hiAiHMAX. For the purpose of- 

All*. Keeeek. Nobody was ever sent back until such time as there 
were never any further need for enlistment. AVe had all the men 
that the Govei*nnient wanted. 

The (hiAiK^iAx. A^ou never did attend a Communist meeting under 
the auspices of the Communist Pai’ty either in Spain or the United 
States ? 

Air. Keeleu. No, sir. 

The CiiAiKMAX. Any othei* questions? 

Air. Lyxch. ATs. I liave a few (juestions. 

The CHAiiaiAX. All right. 

Air. Lyxck. Air. Keller, you said if a person wanted to be relieved 
of i*es])onsibility of military duty and return to the United States 
that the matter would come u]) to you for consideration, is that right? 

Air. Kellee. On most occasions it would, yes. Not entirely—not 
for every- 

Air. L?/xctt. All rigid, and you would decide whether or not you 
would give him permission to return to the United States, is that 
correct ( 

Air. Keleee. No. I didn't have anything to say. There were many 
elements to be considered. 

Air. Lyxch. AA"ho had the say? 

Air. Keeeek. The Government. 

Air. Lyxch. What Government? 

Air. Kelt.eh. Government of the Spanish Republic. I could only 
submit- 

Air. Lyxc'h. A^ou would submit a recommendation? 

Air. Keleee. A statement or recommendation. 

Air. Lyxch. In other words, the Lincoln Brigade or the AA^ashing- 
lon-Lincoln Brigade was entirely lesponsible to the Spanish Repub¬ 
lican Government ? 

Air. Keei .EK. AAT weie responsible directly to the headquarters of 
the International Brigade and from then—and they wei*e responsible 
to the Government. 

Air. Lyxch. And a member or a person who had enlisted in the 
Lincoln Bi*igade was not ])ermitted to return to America or leave the 
countiy or get out of the military seiwice without the permission of 
the S])anish Re])ublican Government, isn’t that correct? 

Air. Keleee. That is correct. 

Air. Lyx(*h. And you would make the intermediate rejiort and 
recommended whether they be retained or whether they be i*elieved of 
res])onsibility. is that ccnrect ? 

All*. Kelleic That is correct. 

Air. Lyx(ti. And what military experience did you have before you 
went to Eui'ope ? 
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]\Ir. Keller. I had no militaiy ex]^erience. 

Mr. Lynch. What was your a^e at that time? 

]\Ir. Keller. Twenty-three. 

^Ir. Lynch. And what work had you done before you went to 
Europe ? 

Mr. Schwab. That has already been answered. 

]\Ir. Lynch. I submit not. 

]\Ir. Keller. I worked at many things—several thin<iS. 

]^Ir. Lynch. From 20 to 23 what was your primary work? 

Mr. Kelleil Worked in a trade-union. 

Mr. Lynch. Trade-union as an oro-anizer? 

Mr. Keller. Worked as an elevatoi* oj^erator. I woi'ked as a 
laborer; worked at a great many things. 

Mr. Lynch. Laborer and elevatoi- operator. Anything else of im¬ 
portance ? 

]\Ir. Keller. Playground director. I once worked for the Xational 
Broadcasting Co. 

]\Ir. Lynch. What were you doing with the Xational Broadcasting 
Co.? 

Mr. Keij:.er. I was an usher. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow, when you received your passport what address 
did you give in New York? 

]\Ir. Keller. The address where I was living at that time. 

Mr. Lynch. What was it? 

Mr. Kellfj?. I don’t correctly remember where I was living at that 
time. I lived with my family. 

]Mr. Lynch. Don’t remember what the address was? 

]\Ir. Keller. No, I don’t. That was 4 years ago or 3 years ago. 

Mr. Lynch. Can’t remember where your family was living when 
you went to Europe? 

IMr. Keller. I think it is the ])resent address, where I live now. 

]\Ir. Lynch. I am asking, can you remember that, to test your 
memory. You testified about so many things here. Can you remem¬ 
ber that ? 

]\Ir. Keller. I think it is the same address that I have at present. 

Mr. Lynch. What is that address? 

^Ir. Keller. 1364 Sixth Avenue. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Did you ever live at 22T Sixty-eighth Street, New 
York City? 

Mr. Keller. What was that ? 

INIr. Lynch. 227 Sixty-eighth Street, New York City. 

Mr. Keller. Not to my knoAvledge. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Did you ever know a fellow named Louis Stark? 

Mr. Keller. Stark—I don't think I remember his name. 

i\Ir. Lynch. All right. Did you give the name of Fred P. Keller, 
Jr., when you obtained a passport ? 

^Ir. Keixer. I am not ])ositive. I gave my correct name and that 
is my correct name. 

Mr. Lynch. Junior? 

INIr. Kelixr. (No answer.) 

]Mr. Lynch. And what birth date did you give? 

Mr. Keller. I believe it was June 4, 1913. 

Mr. Lynch. And you gave here June 4, 1914. AVhich is correct ? 

]\fr. Keller. ’13. i 
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]\[r. Lyxch. 'V\ is coiToct ? 

^Ir. Ki:lli:k. Yos, sir. 

Mr. Lyxck. Did you know (liat.you oave '14 wlieii you started 
your te>tiiuony liei*e a few inoiueuts aji'o ^ 

Mr. Kkliu’.k. 1 think 1 i>ave ‘111—I aiu not j^ositive. 

Mr. Lynch. AVliat did you say that you were, ^oin^ abroad for at 
tlie time you made youi* })ass])ort application ( 

^fr. Kullkk. 1 don't think I pive any statement at all. I went 
there and I aot it the followiiiii- AVednesday. 1 ‘»()t it very rapidly. 
1 remember that. I i-emeinber the clerk makinij: a point of it. 

Mr. Lynch. And you knew, of course, at that time you were <roin<j^ 
to S])ain to li^-lit in the cause of the Re])ublican Government of Spain, 
didn't you t 

Mr. ivELLEK. I did. 

Mr. Lynch. Sir? 

Mr. Kellek. I did. 

Lyn('h. And didn't you say in your passport application that 
you were troino- for a i?-month pleasure visit to France and Germany? 

.Mr. Keller. I donh remember that. 

^Ir. Lyncii. M"ill you deny it ? 

^Ii\ Kei.ler. T don't remember ^a*ivin^ any statement of Avhy I was 
goiiiii’ to Europe. 

Mr. Lync h. AVill you deny that in your passport application you 
said you were <>oino- to France and German}^ for 2 months’ pleasure 
trip ? 

5lr. Keller. I Avill not deny it because I don’t remember givin^: 
any statement. 

^Ir. Lync h. Liit yon did know you were going to fight in the forces 
of the Spanish Government, dicbt’t you? 

Mr. Keiju:r. 1 did. 

Mr. Lynch. Yon sailed on what ship? 

Mr. Keller. An English ship. 

Mr. Lynch. Laconia.^ 

.Mr. Keller. (AY answer.) 

Mr. Lynch. Is that it ? 

Mr. Keller. A’o: T don't believe it was. 

^Ir. Lync H. ATow. Mr. Keller, were you at the front all the time 
while you wei*e in S])ain ? 

Air. Keller. At the time my battalion was there I was there. 

Ml'. Lynch. Kow long a period of time, let us say from November 
1U:17 to March 11>38. did you si)end at the front lines? 

Mi‘. Keller. November. AVe were there in action about 15 clays. 
AAY W(U‘e there again from January until—through February. 

All*. Lynch. Let us stop right there for a moment. You were there 
about 15 days in November. Then where would you go? 

Air. Keller, AAY Avould retire to some place in'the rear guard to 
gi^•c‘ oui* people some rest. 

Air. Lyn( II. And you stayed there in tlie rear until sometime in 
January or February ? 

Air. Keller. I would say about January. It was approximately 
that. AVe again went into action at Teriiel. 

All’. Lynch. Yon were there in action for what period of time? 

Air. Kei.ler. I would say aiiout ‘15 days. 

Air. Lynch. Then reiir(‘d amiin? 
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Mr. Keller. Just for a shoi-t wliile. Then we were involved in a 
bi^ action which the—big—first great blitzkrieg, it is known as, 
which took us about some 20 days with a short intermediate rest, 
and then back into action again. 

Mr. Lynch. It was your duty as the head of tlie brigade to know 
the important qualifications of the men, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Keller. Well, correction, please. I was not head of the brigade. 
I was in a position of leadership in the battalion. 

]\Ir. Lynch. The commissar of war? 

]\Ir. Keller. Of the battalion. 

Mr, Lynch. Does that re(|uire you to know the (qualifications of 
the members of the Lincoln Battalion ? 

Mr. Keller. That is correct. 

^Ir. Lynch. Did you know Vernon Selby? 

]\Ir. Keller. Yes; I did. 

i\Ir. Lynch. Did you know that he was an engineer who spent 3 
years in educating himself at the United States Military Academy 
at West Point? 

^Ir. Keller. That is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. And what was his rank or position? 

]\Ii*. Keller. He was a sergeant. 

Mr. Lynch. He was a sergeant and you were the commissar? 

Mr. Keller. Yes, sir. 

iMr. Lynch. And the commissar would rank with what position in 
the Amei'ican Army, general? 

iMr. Keller. Major. Don't promote me. 

Mr. Lynch. And who would decide whether a sergeant should 
be made lieutenant and finally a commissar? 

iMr. Keller. Well, the ofllcers that worked directly with them. 

Mr. Lynch. The officers that worked directly with them ? 

iMr. Keller. Yes, sir. 

iMr. Lynch. Were they all Americans who worked directly with 
you ? 

iMr. Keller. Xo. Americans and Spaniards, English, Canadians, 
and other nationalities too. There were 57 nationalities represented 
throughout our brigade, although not all of them were immediately 
identified with our own battalion. 

Mi‘. Lynch. You knew that Veiaion Selby had engineering experi¬ 
ences in Panama and South American countries, didn't you, or did 
3^011 know that? 

iMr. Keller. I knew Vernon had some military experience. I 
heard of his West Point experience and he was generall}^ regarded 
as a very high type fellow. 

iMr. Lynch. And he was a sergeant. Did he ever get promoted 
above a sergeant? 

Mr. Keli^r. I can’t be sure, but I think he was a sergeant. 

Mr. Lynch. What employment have you been engaged in since 
you returned to this country? 

Mr. Kei LER. As was brought out previously I worked for Fi‘iends 
of the Lincoln Brigade. I toured for about 9 months. 

Mr. Lynch. And what more recentl}^? 

iMr. Keller. Worked as a longshoreman. 

Mr. Lynch. But under an assumed name? 

Mr. Keller. (No answer.) 
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Air. Ltxc'ii. M lint is corivct, isn't it ^ You snid tliat befoi’e ? 

Mr. Kellhii. Vos. I would liko to iiinko tlio point tliat I didn't 
ludiovo tills inornina’ whon I was asked if I over used another name, 
1 didn't eonsider that and if it was neeessarv I would have stated it. 

.Mr. l^'xc’ii. You have a Social Security niunb(‘i\ don't you ^ 

Mr. Kei.lei:. I don't iielieve I ever had one. I didn’t have one 
b(‘foie Sjiain. It liadn't c(nn(‘ into bein^*. 

^Mr. Lyxcii. And you don't have one now ^ 

Ml’. Kelleie I pi'obably have one, but I haven't ^ot it. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Do you know what name you are undeiY 

Mr. IvriEEK. I don't know what it is. 

Mr. Lyx(’h. Do you know what name you carried under the Social 
Security recoi'ds 

^Ir. Kkei.ek. 1 don't believe 1 have one. I am not positive I have 
one—that I was ever i‘e<fistered under the Social Security. 

r^Ii*. Lyx( II. Are you reaularly employed^ 

Mr. Kr.iLEii. T haven't been re<z‘nlarly employed since I returned 
to this eountry. 

Mr. Lyn('h. MYre you oi* were you not presented with a life mem¬ 
bership by the ('ommunist Ibirty when yon returned to this country? 

]\Ir. Keli.kk. That is not true. T am very weary of denying it. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Mr. Keller, did you desert? 

^Ir. Kellek. I did not. 

.Ml’. Lyxch. Did you know a fellow by the name of Edwin Rolf? 

^L’. Keeler. I did. 

^Ir. Lyxcti. Did you read his book? 

^Ir. Keller. Yes: I have. 

Mr. Lyx( II. Do you remember on page 17:2, speaking about Com¬ 
missar Fi*ed Keller of the Lincoln Brigade: 

lEnis.-lf s't n iipw Hole in iiiilitjiry a I tire when he appeared in .'Striped moni- 
inir tronsfojs. ln‘avy ridinjr boot.'<, a .'service sheeplined coat ainl huge sinnbrero, 
a hn.”c MS ealiher pistol swint^ini; at liis side eoinpleted the costume. 

Correct ? 

^Ir. Keller. Essentially, that is correct. 

Mr. Lyxa II. Did you get those by pillaging some place or were 
they given to you ? 

Mr. Keller. That is not true. 

^Ir. Lyxcti. AVhich is correct ? 

Mr. Keller. never pillaged any jTlace. 

^Ir. Lyxch. How did you get those? 

Mr. Keller. Have to umlei’stand that in Spain there were no 
clothe.s—no clothes for anvbodv. 

Ml-. I ^YXX’H. Whei*e did you get those clothes? 

Mr. Keller. Probably given to me by a government entendencia. 

^Ir. Lyxcil Do you know Pn‘ic linker ? 

Mr. Keller. Eric Ibirker. I met him. I didn't know him very 
well. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Dave Rees? 

.Mr. Kei.ler. D;iv(^ Rees—I met—yes: I knew Dave Rees. 

Mr. Lyx'cii. AVas lA’ic Parker a commissar or not? 

ifr. Keller. T went to—I liad an ear injury and when I went to 
Barcelcdia to have it taken care of he took my place. 

^Ir. Lyxcti. Mdieii did he take your place? 
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Mr. Keller. Wei], I can’t be positive of the exact date but it was 
appi'oxiinatel}^ March 1938. 

Mr. ^Matthews, Mr. Keller, was Mr. Honeycombe wounded? 

Mr. Kelt.er. Xo. He was never wounded. 

Mr. Matthews. M^as he hospitalized for any reason? 

]\rr. Keller. I can’t be sure of all the details of Honeycombe. The 
only thino- was Honeycombe never was a respectable member of our 
battalion. He was never at the front. I wouldn't know about him. 
I only knew him—knew of him as a disciplinary case. 

]Mr. Lynch. How many Americans were in France? 

]Mr. Keller. In France? 

]Mr. Lyncti. I mean in Spain; excuse me. 

]Mr. Keller. It is very difticnlt to estimate the exact number. The 
number fluctuated some ])lace between i?,800 and ‘ktioo. 

iNlr. Lynch. And hoAv many injin’ed or killed or otherwise dis- 
lR)se(l of ? 

Jlr. Keller. I object to that. I wouldn't say that anybody else 
was dis])osed of. I will say that our men were killed in action. 
They di('d—they died very bravely. 

^Ir. Lynch. Hoav many were killed or missino-? 

jMr. Keller. I can't say. I have no exact figures on the subject. 

Mr. Lynch. Have no I’ecords of it ? 

]Mr. Keller. There are records but I don't have them, and if I 
am beinn- held exactly to the figures that I ^ive I cannot give those 
figures. 

Mv. ^Matthews. Mr. Keller, was anybody executed who was a mem- 
l>ei’ of the Lincoln Battalion? 

]\Ir. IvELLr:R. I don’t know. 

^Ir. IMatthews. IVasn't a notice of the execution of Paul IVhite 
]}osted fo]- the members of the Lincoln Battalion? 

]Mr. Keller. I don't know that. I was—when I left Spain Paul 
IVhite was functioning as a member of our battalion. 

Mr. Matthews. I'hat is all. 

i\Ii‘. Lynch. That is all. 

The Chairman. All righd, who is your next witness? 

]Mr. ^Matthews. ]\rr. Wollf. 

Mr. Keller. I want to, ]\Ir. Chaiianan. refute one or two other 
tilings that ^Ir. Honeycombe said. 

The Chairman. All right. 

]Mi‘. Keller. If I may. It will only take a minute. I want to 
again repeat that only Honeycombe was never 1 day at the front. 

The CiiATRAiAN. You have made that statement. 

Mr. Keller. That he was a coward; that he lUATr asked me or 
anybody else for re])atriation. He was ai'rested once in S]iain as a 
deserter. That was in the first days even before an action came uj). 
AVhen the action appeared imminent, iNlr. Honeycombe went 
to Barcelona. Eai’lier in the day lie called me a sadist. He 
said there was no food. I want to say there wasn't much food in 
J^pain. There wasn't any food for anyliody and our battalion went 
tlii’ough and fought on no food or clothing. On any of these things 
if he didn't get food it was no fault of ours. Our jieople, all of 
tluan—many of them died very bravely in action. There were hun¬ 
dreds killed there and they sutfei’ed untold things. 
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The history of tlie American battalion will be an American history. 
]\Ir, Tloneycoinbe will ^vt the headlines ot* nc\vspa])ei‘s today with 
the thino-s onr men suireivd. It is a shame they have to be sullied 
by this man whom T (*halleno*e to ^Li'et five members of onr l)rip\de 
to say that he was a brave man; to say that he Avas anything but a 
disi‘e])utable chai'acter throughout the entire thina* in Spain. 

Masox. ^Ir. C'hairman, the witness was ^iven the ])rivile^e 

of refuting evidence that had becm aiv(*n ])y a foi’iner witness- 

wSniwAH. I object to the interruption. 

Ml’. Masox. Stiitianents of this kind are not refutation of a witness. 
It is simply one man under oath as compared to anothei* man under 
oath and I don't consider that any method of refutation of any of 
these charges. 

ddie C’liAimiAx. Confine yourself to refutation. 

Mr. Kellek. I ao-ree, ]\Ir. Congressman. I Avanted to make that 
])oint. that he had no respect among our men. 

]\Ir. Deaiesey. ]\lr. Chairman, his o]>inion doesn't mean a thing. 

Mr. Keller. I Avill comment on something else then. He said that 
the money raised by oiganizations here in xVmerica. tlnit only 20 
])erceut of it Avas used for the ])ur])ose of tlie men of the Lincoln 
ifi’igade. 

We are I’cgistered undei* the State Department, and every cent of 
our moncA' has to be accounted for b^^ them, and is accounted for. 

yir. V ooKiiis. AVhom do you mean by “we”? 

i\Ir. Keller. The organizations that head our battalion—the 
Friends of the Lincoln Brigade—at that time Avlien they Avere in 
operation, has strict accounting of all funds by the State Depart¬ 
ment, and their money Avas used to take- 

The CiiAiRAiAx. Isn’t that an oAerstatement? They don't have 
any accounting at the State Dej^artment. They require you to file 
a statement of the amount of money that you receiAT: isn’t that it? 

iNIi’. Keller, That is correct; the money that is sent oa’ci*. and Avhat 
is the money used for. 

The Chairwax. All right. 

]Mr. Keller. The Friends of the Lincoln Brigade have repatriated 
and taken care of Avounded and cri])pled men—over ^bOOO. Their 
money Avas used, and the statement made here today that other than 
20 jxu’cent of the money Avas just a lucratiA^e racket is something 
AA'hicli I don't liaA^e to deny. It is on the I’ecord. 

I Avant to say another Avord about the Communist Party- 

The CiiAiRAiAX. Confine yourself to denial of Avhat he said. 

i\Ir. Keller. I deny this. 

ddie CiLMRAiAX. AVhat ai*e you den3fing? 

iMr. Kelleil I deny the statement of his that other than 20 percent 
of the money that Avas collected for the Lincoln Brigade in America 
Avas a lucratiA’c racket. Those Avords AATre used this morning. 

Mr. ilAsox. Of course, right there, Mr. Chairman, that was his 
o])ini()n of it as (Expressed as an o])inion. and uoav avc are getting your 
opinion as ex])ressed as you saAV it. and thei’e again there is no 
evidence. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. This Avitness lias the same rigid. 

]\Ir. iNlAsox. Yes: I am not objecting to his right to make the state¬ 
ments. 

040:11—40 voE -s 
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jMr. Kepler. Mr. Conoressnian, the name of Vernon Selby has been 
nientioned here. 

Mv. Dpaipsey. How niiich money was collected for the Lincoln 
Bri^nide ? 

Mr. Keixer. I can’t be sure. 

Mr. Dempsey. How much money was received in Spain g 

Mr. Keller. I can't be sure of that. 

iNIr. Dfaipsey. Then how do yon happen to know anythino- about 
what percentage- 

Mr. Keixer. I ha])])en to be an officer, and worked foi‘ the organ¬ 
ization. 

Mv. Dempsey. If you don't know how much money was collected, 
and don't know how much ai‘rived in Spain, you dont know anything 
about it, do you? 

Mr. Keller. I say an accounting of all this was made to the State 
Department. 

Mr. Dempsey. But you have no knowledge of the situation -as far 
as you are concerned? 

xtlr. Keller. I am not authorized or prepared to ]>resent the hgiires 
here but I want to say- 

r^Ir. Dplmpsey. If you don't know what was collected and what was 
received in Spain, then I think you are without knowledge to testify 
upon that. 

^Ir. Schwab. If the committee is interested in the figures, Mr. 
Chairman, we can produce witnesses to testify to the real figures. 

The Chairman. Xow, listen, iMr. Attorney. You have been treated 
with great courtesy, and you can treat this committee with courtesy, 
Now, proceed. 

Mr. Dempsey. This witness states that it isn’t true that only 20 
})ei*cent arrived in Spain, yet he says he has no knowledge of how 
much was collected nor does he have any knowledge of how much 
arrived in Spain. If that is true, I don’t think you are qualified to 
testify oji this subject. 

Mr. Schwab. Mr. Iloneycombe wasn’t- 

Mr. Dempsey. He testified and apparently had knowledge. 

Idle Chairman. All right. What else do you want to refute? 

^Ii*. Keller. The name of Vernon Selby has been mentioned here. 
Vei’uon Selby was a very good friend of mine in Spain. It is true 
that in one case in Spain Vernon Selby did—his conduct was not all 
that we expected of the men of the Lincoln Battalion, but Vernon 
Selby was a brave man and he died very bravely in action. He be¬ 
lieved in what he was fighting for and i disagree and I want to say 
in front of his family, how sorry I am that his name is brought in in 
tliis disrespect. 

The Chairman. How do you know he died in action? 

Mr. Keller. I was told by other members. When Mr. IVolff gets 
on the stand he can testify exactly to that. 

The Chairman. You have no personal knowledge of it yourself ? 

Mr. Kelli:r. I was with Selby for a long time. I was not with 
him- 

The Chairaian. I am talking about with reference to his death. 
You are basing your statemenf upon what you heard just like the 
previous witness based his upon what he was told? 

Mr. Keller. Yes. 






rX-AMKKKWX PIJOrAdAXlLV ACTIVITIES 7785 

I'lio CIIAIIIIMAX. All ri^lu. Any other stnlement you want to 
milked 

.Mr. Ki.llmc Tluit is all I can think of. 

Tlie C'li.viij.M AN. ^Vll riixht. the next Avitiiess. 

]\Ir. Mattiiiavs. ^Ir. Milton Woltt. 

'rile ChiAiKMAN. liaise your ri^ht haiuh ])lease. Do you solemnly 
swear to tell tlu' ti'utlu the whole trutli, and nothin^' but the truth 
so lielp you God ? 
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Mr. AVolfk. I do. 

'fhe CiiAiioAiAN. Have a .seat. 

Mr. Mattiiesvs. Please ^ave yoiii’ full name? 

Ml*. LFF. Milton Wollf. 

yiv. ^lA'miFAVs. AVliat is your addi-e.ss? 

JMr. Mh)LFF. 171)4 AVest Tv\’elfth Street, Brooklyn, X. Y. 

VxV . Matthews. AVhere were you born? 

Mr. V\\iLFF. In Brooklyn. 

.Mr. Matthews. When? 

Ml'. Wolff. October S, 1915. 

.Mr. ^Mat'uiews. .Vi'e you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Ml'. Mh'LFF. I am not. 

.Ml'. ^1 ATI HEWS. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Pai'ty ? 

^1]'. AV( LFF. 1 have not. 

Ml'. ^Iatthkws. Have you evei' been a member of the Youn^- Com¬ 
munist Leaii'ue? 

.Mr. AVolff. 1 have not. 

.Mr. ^lattiiiavs. When you went to Spain did you travel on a 
pass]^ort issued in your own name? 

]tlr. Woi ff. I did. 

Mr. ^.iAiTHEWs. .Vmei'iean passport ? 

Mr. 'Wolff. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Was there a notation stamped on it that it was 
not li'ood for travel in Spain? 

Mr. AVolff. Hiere was. 

Mr. Mattiifavs. Wlien you ai)i)lied for that passport what reason 
di<I vnu i:iv(' for tra^'elilm abroad? 

^Ir. AVoi.ff. I don't I'emember the reason. 

^Ir. Matthews. But you did not slate that you were ^‘oino; to 
Spain ? 

.Mr. AVolff. T did not. 

.Mr. Matthews. AVhen you ajiplied for the passport was it your 
intention to o'o to Spain? 

]M]'. W( LFF. It was. 

Mr. M VTTHEWS. When did you sail for Spain? 

}ilr. W(>LFF. Februai'v 1937, T believe. I am not sure of that. 

Mr. Matthews. On vrhat ship? 

Mr. 'WoiFF. It was n French ship. I don’t remembei' the name. 
Mr. Matthfavs. Chainphth)? 

Air. Wolff. Xo: T don't think .so. 

Air. M ai THEWS. /V/cA.^ 

Air. 'Wolff. Aliixht have l)een. 
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^Ir. Matthews. How do you spell vour last iianie, IMr. AYolU? 

Mr. AVolit. AV-o-l-f-f. 

.Mr. M. vTTiTEWs. When you HiriATcl m France did yon directly 
to Spain 

]Mr. Wolff. I did. 

^Ir, IMattheavs. Where did yon cross into Sjjain? 

Mr. Wolff. Where did I cross into S]Aain^ 

iNlr, Matthews. Yes. 

.Mr. M Mljt\ AVhat ])oint ? 

iSIr. IMai’theavs. Yes. 

Mr. AVolff. I don't knoAA’ the point. It Avas oA^er the Pyrenees, 
and there is no AA’ay of establishing my location. 

]\Ir. MAT^niEAVs. AVhat did yon do Avith yonr ])asspoi‘t AAdieii yon 
arriA^ed in Spain? 

iMr. IVolff. I turned it oA^er to some ])eople thei'e for safekee])in^, 
because I did not AA^ant to have it on me AAdiile I Avas in action, be¬ 
cause I Avas aAvare of the fact that there Avas a A^ery real possibility 
of losinn: it. Later events pi’oved the correctness of my reasoning- 
because I lost all of my other ])ersonal belongings that I came to 
Sj^ain Avith. 

i\I]‘. Mattheavs. IVhat Avas yonr position in the Spanish Loyalist 
Army? 

iMr. IVoLFF. When I first got there it Avas that of a soldier. IVhen 
I left I Avas commander of the Lincoln Battalion. 

]\Ir. ]\Iattheavs. IVhen Avere you appointed to the position of com- 
maiKler of the Lincoln Battalion? 

^Ir. Wolff. After a year and a half of fighting on the front line. 
I don’t knoAv the exact date. 

]\rr. IMattiieavs. IVho appointed you to that position? 

iNIr. AVolff. I Avas recommended by Colonel Valledor, Avho Avas the 
commander of the Fifteenth Brigade. I Avas ]'ecommended by him 
to the minister of defense, and the minister of defense appointed me 
commander of the battalion. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. M^as the minister of defense of the Spanish Loyal¬ 
ist (xovernment ? 

Mr. MMlff. He Avas commander of the Fifteenth Brigade. 

Air. AIattiieavs. Yon say you Avei-e a]:>poiuted commander of the 
Li ncoln Battalion. In Avhat respect did the Lincohi Battalion differ 
from the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Air. AVolff. The Lincoln Battalion Avas one of fiA^e units in the 
Al)raham Lincoln Brigade. 

Air. ALattheavs. There Avas an Abraham Lincoln Brigade in France, 
Avas there? 

All*. AVolff. Just as there Avas a Fighting fiOth in France. It Avas 
knoAvn by that name. It had no official designation. 

Air. AIATTIlEA\^s. It Avas not officially designated in Spain: is that 
correct ? 

Afr. AAA )LFF. Xot by the minister of defense. The name Avas applied 
to the Fifteenth Brigade just as the name the Lincoln Battalion Avas 
applied to the Fifty-eighth Battalion of the Fifteenth Brigade. 

Air. AIattiteaa’S. Hoav long did yon hold the position of commander 
of the Lincoln Battalion? 

Air. AVolff. For a lialf year. 
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:\rr. ^[ArrHi-Avs. How old were yon when yon were uppointed to 
that position ^ 

Hr. AVolff. _ .... .0 

Hr. Hatthfws. AVhat previous military ti’ainin^ did you liave 5 
^Ir. AVor.FF. Xone. 


Hr. ]Mattiifavs. AVhat was your ])revions education in this conntr 
^Ii’. AA'olff. lli^h school. 

Hi*. ^I.\TTHFw\'^. Did yon i^radnate iroin hi^h school ^ 


V? 


Hr. Wolff. T did. 

Hr. Ha'ithfavs. AVhere Avas that? 

Hr. AVolff. In Brooklyn. 

^Ir. ^Maitheavs. And what ty])es of work had yon done before you 
Aveni to S])ain? 

Hr, AAk)LFF. I was an art student. I Avas in a C. C, C. camp and 
I worked in—as a shipping clerk at one time. 

^Ir. Hattheavs. And yon had been in Spain approximately a year 
and a half Avhen yon say you Avere made commander of the Lincoln 
Battalion ? 

(Xo ansAA'er.) 

]\lr. iMA'iuniEAvs. Xoav. liow did yon haj)pen to join the Loyalist 


Army? 

iMr, AAk)LFF. AA'hen the Avar liroke out in Spain I recognized it, or 
it Avas my o])inion at least, that it Avas a Avar of democracy against 
fascism. T understood that the regularly elected republican govern¬ 
ment of Spain Avas under attack by a rebellions army, much the same 
as the Southern Army attacked the regularly elected Government of 
the Xoi’th during the Civil AAhir. 

I also realized that Italy and Gei*many had a \^ery strong hand in 
on the Fascist side as against that of Republican Spain. 

At that time in Amei’ica avc Avere already beginning to feel and 
.see the actions of onr oavu democratic lireed of fascism — I am 
JeAvish. and knoAving that as a JeAv Ave are the first to suffer Avhen 
fascism does come. I Avent to Spain to fight against it. There Avere 
a chance to tight on th<^ fi-ont- 

The CiiAimiAX. Isnf it true that you also suffer under com¬ 
munism ? 

^fr. AA'oijt. I luiA^e no idea of that at all. As far as my knoAvl- 
edge — as far as my knowledge goes. I knoAv of no instances Avhere 
Jews luiA'e suffered under communism. 

The Chaik^iax. Didn't you knoAV that the GoA^ernment of Soviet 
Russia was under a Communist dictatorshi]) just as bad as a Fascist 
dictatorshi]) ? 


^fr. AA'olff. I knew the Government of the Soviet Union, as far 
as I kneAv. Avas elected by the ])eo])le. I kneAV that there Avas a 
.strong Communist Party in the Soviet Union. I Avas not aAvare of 
the existence of any dictatorshij) in the Soviet Union. 

The CiiAiR.AiAX. Didn't you regard Stalin as a dictator just like 
Hussolini and Hitlei*? 

^Ii*. Wolff. Did I record him? 

The CiiAiioiAx. Didn't you regard him as a dictator like you did 
iMussolini as a dictatoi'-^ 

Hr. AV OLFF, Xo: I did not. 

The Chaiioiax. You do uoav? 
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]\Ir. Wolff. 1 do not. 

The Chaik:>[an. Yon don't tliiiik he is n dictator? 

]\Ir. Wolff. I do not. 

The CiiAiiniAN. Yon don't think they have a dictatorship in 
Knssia i 

]\Ir. Wolff. I do not. 

The Ciiair:max. Do yon tliink tliat is a democracy? 

Mr. Wolff. I don't know wliat type of o-overnment it is, l)nt I 
do know it is my opinion that it is not a dictatorship. 

The Chatk]max. Do yon think it is a democracy? 

INIr. Wolff. Xo; I don’t think it is a demoeracy—I don't think 
it is a democracy, foi* instance, similar to—I imao‘ine tliat you are 
referring to and yowv standard is based on American democracy. I 
don't think it is that type of democracy. 

The CHAiiarAx. Is it any tyj^e of democracy ? 

Mr. Wolff. I don't know. 

Ml-. V ooRiiis. What do yon lliiidv of the sup})ort of Gei*many by 
Rns.sia ? 

Mr. Wolff. What is that? 

Mr. Y GORTiis. What do yon think of the snjiport of Germany by 
Russia ? 

Mr. Wolff. At this time I would like to ask the committee a 
question. I received a snl)]ieiia in coni-t last week asking me to 
appear before the House Committee Investigating Un-American 
Activities, headed by Martin Dies, of Texas. I would like to know 
what my opinion of Soviet siqiport of Ciei-many or alleged siqiport 
of Germany has to do with the siibpena that was sei-ved on me. 

The Chair^max. Well, yon gave your opinion with refei-ence to 
the democracy in Spain. I was trying to get your idea of what yon 
meant by democracy. 

Mr. Wolff. I was more familiar with democracy in Spain than I 
was either in the Soviet I^iiion. since I had never lieen there. 

The Chair^iax. You had never been to Spain either. 

]\Ir. Wolff. When I got to Spain I was aware of it. 

The CnAiR]\tAX. But at the time yon joined- 

]\Ir. Wolff. There was no need for me to go to the Soviet Union 
to defend anything there. There was no struggle. All I knew there 
was in Spain a regularly elected government. 

The CiiAimiAX. Let ns jnoceed. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. In the event of a war between the United v^-^tates 
and the Soviet Union, which side would yon support ? 

Mr. AVolff. Is there such a war today? 

The Ciiair:max. Yon certainly would know. Yon went over and 
fought in Spain. 

Air. AAYlff. Is there such a war today? 

The CuAiR^iAX. If there were such a war. 

Air. AAYlff. Is there a war today between the luiited States and 
Soviet Russia ? 

The Ciiair:max'. If wai* should break out between the United vStates 
and the Soviet Union, would yon support this Goveinment? 

Air. AAh)LFF. If war should break out between the United States 
and the Soviet Government, I would be glad to give my answer. 

The CiiAitoiAX. All right: ])i'oceed. Any questions? 
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yiw ^fATTiTEWs. Who ])ni(l your way to Europe when you joined 
the Spnnisli Loyalist xVriuy? 

Wr. Wort'F. i, and I did. I raised tlie luoiiey from my fi’iends, 
and I liad some myself. 

Ylv. ]\lAaTiiEws. Wei’e any members of the Lincoln Battalion or 
of the Abraham Lincoln Bria'ade in Spain ever exectited by a bring 
squad under your command? 

Wr. Wolff. A firing s(iuad under my command? 

Mr. Mathtfavs. Yes. 

^Ir. VfoLFF. I never commanded a firing sipiad. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Your answer is ‘'no/' is it, to the question ? 

^Ir. WoLtT. I never commanded a firing scjuad. The answer is no. 
I commanded the battalion. Command of a firing squad is beneath 
my dignity. 

]\Ir. ]M.4ttitews. "Were any American boys ever executed in your 
]>resence ? 

Yv. MhmFF. Xo. 

iMr. /»1 atthews. Were any executed to youi* knowledge? 

Mr. AVolff'. American boys? 

]\Ir. ]\Iatthews. Yes. 

Mr. Wolff. Xo. 

Mr. iNlArruEws. Was there any case that came within your knoAvl- 
edge of a court martial of any of the members of the Lincoln Battalion 
or tlie Abi'aham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Wolff. Court martial ? Xo. 

Mr. Matthews. X"o court martials? 

Mr. W oLFF. Xot that I know of. I want to state here- 

The CuAiKMAX. You have answered. 

Yi\ Wolff. That for 2 years I was at the front. On very rare 
occasions was I in the rear for rest or leaA^e. On those occasions 
I didn't interest myself in the rear-guard activities. There were no 
court martials conducted at the front. Thei*e were no executions 
conducted at the front. Therefore, I know nothing of these things. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Did Paul White belong to your battalion? 

Mr. Wolff". lie did. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Did you know him under the name of Jonnie 
Adams ? 

Mr. Wolff. I knew him as Paul White in S]:)ain. 

Yr. ^Matthews. Did 3 ’ou ever know him under any other name 
anywhere else ? 

]\lr. Wolff. Xo. 

iNIr. ^Iatthews. Did vou know him personally? 

Mr. AV OLFF. Xo: merely as one of the soldiers in the outfit. 

Mr. M.v'rniEws. AA'hat hap])ened to him? 

Ml’. AAYlff. He was rejiorted missing in action. 

Y\\ Matthews. VCns that while you were still in command of the 
battalion ? 

Mr. AATlff. That he was missing? 

Mr. M AT 1 TIEWS. Yes. 

^Ir. AVoLFTy Xo. I was not in command of the battalion at that 
time. 

Mr. MA’mTEws. AA'here were you at that time? 

Mr. AAh>LFF. At that time I was in command of the machine-gun 
company. 
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]\Ir. Matthews. Did yon ever liave any connections or contacts with 
the Russian Secret Service? 

Mr. Wolff. No; I did not. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. AVitli tlie G. P. U.? 

^Ir. AVolff. I did not. 

Mr. ^Matthews. AVitli the Soviet Military Intelli^eiice ? 

Mr. Wolff. I did not. 

jMr. ]Matthews. Did you know a younn- man named Ivan at brigade 
headquarters? 

Mr. Wolff. I did not. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you liave any contact with Robert Minor in 
Spain ? 

Mr. Wolff. I met Mr, Minor on one occasion. 

]Mr. ]Mattheavs. In what capacity did you meet him on that 
occasion ? 

^Ir. Wolff. ]\Ir. Minor came to the front to visit the front line, as 
on other occasions Congressmen from America did. I remember once 
a nephew, I think, of President Roosevelt was up there: some mem- 
bei's of Parliament from England, and a few authors and actors, 
and so on. 

The CiiAimiAX. xVll right; you have answei*ed the question. 

]Mr. ^NIa^iwhews. Xow, what were Robert Minor’s duties or activities 
in Spain? 

]\lr. Wolff. As far as I know Robert ^Nlinor had no—wasn't acting- 
in no official capacity in Spain. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Did vou know Lt. Sid Levine? 

:Mr. Wolff. I did. 

jNIr. ^Matthews. AVas he in your battalion? 

Mr. AA^olff. He was. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. How long? 

Mr. AA'olff. I remember him as being in the battalion on two dif¬ 
ferent occasions. I knew Sid Levine when he was in command of a 
machine-gun company where I was serving as a machine gunner—a 
soldier. 1 knew Sid Levine in the action of Tej'uel where he was on 
the battalion staff and again—I was at this time, I was commander 
of the machine-gun company. The last occasion 1 saw Sid Levine 
he was in command of a special machine-gun conq^any of the brigade, 
and I was in the command of the Lincoln Battalion. 

Mr, ^Matthews. AA^as he ever assigned to any later position that you 
knew a1>out ? 

Air. AA'olff. Xot that I know of. 

Air. AIatthews. Or did any other work from that which you men¬ 
tioned ? 

Air. AA'olff. Xo; not that I know of. 

All-. AIatthews. AATre you in command of the battalion during the 
Teruel action? 

Air. AA^olff. T was not. 

All-. AIatthews. AA^hy not ? 

Air. AA^olff. The commander at the beginning of the Teruel action 
was Phillip Detro. His assistant was Captain Lamb. And I was 
attached to brigade staff at that time as a captain. 

Air. AIatthews. AA^hat did you do as captain of the brigade staff ? 

Air. AA^olff. T acted as a liaison man between the brigade and the 
various units of the brigade. 
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Mr. Ma'ithkws. AVliore you with respect to the tiohtino- tliat 

wa> iroinii' on at 'rtnaiel ( 

Mr. \\"('LFr. During'the action at Teriiel T s[)ent most of my time with 
the Knti'lisli battalion, ^vhicii was in a most ciaicial position in tliat 
action. 

Mr. MATi iiKws. Have yon got your American passport ? 

^Mr. W'oLFF. It was taken from me when I arrived in America. 

Ml’. Ma'itufws. Now, what employment have yon received since 
returned to the United States? 

Mr. ^^^)LFF. I have worked for a Mr. Barncli on a coot)erative enter- 
])i*ise wliieh failed. 

Mr. AIatttiews. Have yon ever used any otlier name than that of 
]\Jilton AVolti ? 

Mr. Wolff. 1 liave not. 

Mr. AIattiiiavs. Have yon eA^er been on relief? 

^Ir. WoT.FF. I liave not. 

Air. ^Iattiilavs. AVliat is your position noAV? 

Mr. Wolff. As to emjiloyment ? 

Mr. ^lArniEAvs. Yes. 

^Ir. AV('lff. At tlie jiresent time I am being paid by tlie Dies com¬ 
mittee. 1 haAA^ no employment other tlian that. 

.Mr. Mattiieavs. Hoav lonii: have yon been nnenijiloyed? 

.Mr. AVolff. AVell, irregularly. I don't knoAA^—every hoav and then 
we Avon Id reneAv this coojierative entei’jirise. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. AVhat is the name of the cooperatiAT enterprise? 

^Ir. AVolff. It Avas called Brico and Xico. 

^Ir. ilArrHEAA’s. AVhat is the nature of the enterprise? 

Ml*. IVolff. One Avas the Xcav York Cooperative Organizatiom and 
th(‘ other one Avas the Brighton Cooperative Organization. Tlie nature 
of it Avas to bring daii*y products to Avomen at Ioav pi*ices. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. Have you any title in the organization knoAvii as the 
Friends of Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

.Mr. Wolff. T have not. 

r\lr. Mattiieavs. Have you eA^r had? 

Mr. AVolff. I liaA^e not. 

^fr. Maitiieavs. For the veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Ml*. MT)Lff. I am the national commander of the Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

Mr. ]Matitii:avs. Do you hold that title hoav? 

i\lr. AVolff. I do. 

iMr. iM.VTTiiEAvs. AAdio a]ipointed yon to that position? 

.Mr. AA'olff. I Avas elected at our third national coiiA^ention in 
December of 1930. 

^Ir. Mattiieavs. AAhis a majority of the membershi[) of the Lincoln 
Battalion under your command iiKMiibers of the Communist Party? 

iMr. AA'olff. T Avould not knoAv about that, since I never had aiiy 
occasion to investigate their political beliefs. 

^l\\ ^lArniEAvs. Do you re(*eive a salarv in connection Avith your 
position as national commander of the Veterans of the Abraham 
Lincoln P>rigade^ 

^^Ir. AAYlfe. 1 do not. 

^Ir. ^Iattheavs. Do ycni luiA’e a copy of the liAdaAvs of the or¬ 
ganization knoAvn as the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. AA'olff. AA'itli me? 
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Mr. ^Matthews. Yes. 
jNIr. Wolff. 1 linve not. 

Mr. ^[Ain^iiEws. Could you supply the committee with one^ 

Mr. VvYlff. AVe might be able to. if we have it. I don't know. 
Mr. ^Iatthews. Does the organization which was known as the 
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade still exist s 
Mr. AVolff. Tt does not. 

]Mr. Matthews. MYre its affairs merged in with tliose of the Vet¬ 
erans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade ? 

Mr. WoLP’F. ^Slight say that their affaii’s disappeared and the 
veterans took up from that point. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did you take ovei- their books? 
iMr. Wolff. AVe did not. 

iMr. Maiuthews. In what bank do you have your—the a(‘count of 
youi’ oi-ganization, the veterans' organization? 

iVIr. Wolff, I am not familiar with that phase of the activities 
of the organization. 

Mr. Lynch. Mr. Wolff', did you graduate from high school in 
Brooklyn ? 

Mr. Wolff. In Brooklyn? 

^Ir. Lynch. Yes. 

Ml*. IVoLFF. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. IVhat was the name of it. please? 

]Mr. Wolff. The Utrecht High School; T think that is it. 

^Ir. Lynch. And T did not get the employment that you had 
after your high-school education and before you went to Spain. 
Mr. AVolff. How did I—T didn't hear you. 

]Mr. Lynch. AVhat was your em])loyment after your high-school 
education and before you went to Spain? 

Mr. AAYlff. Immediately that I left high school I went to art 
school and I studied commercial art for a few months. I don't 
know exactly how many. After which I was unemployed for a 
short period and then I—my family was on relief at that time, and 
I was sent to a C. C. C. camp for 10 months. 

i\Ir. La'N(’h. And then did you go from the C. C. C. camp over 
to Spain? 

Mr. AVolff. Xo. I came from the C. C. C. camp and again I was 
unemployed for a short time and I finally secured employment. I 
believe it was an importing and exporting house—millinery goods 
or something, where I was the shi])])ing clerk. 

Mr. Lynch. And did you—what books did you read in the study 
that you had between democracy and fascism? 
i\Ir. AAYlff. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Lynch. That led you to your (^|)inion that you have expressed 
here in your examination? 

Mr. AAYlff. T didn't hear the beginning. 

Mr. Lynch. AA^hat books did you read on that subject of the strug¬ 
gle between democracy and fascism which led you to the opinion you 
exjjressed here a few moments ago? 

Mr. AAYlp*f. I remember I read what particularly inp^ressed me. 
was Jay Allen’s account of what happened in Spain at the outbreak 
of the war. I don't remember reading any books. AA^hen Jay Allen 

described the massacre of Spanish ]:)e(jple- 

Mr. Lynch. And did you read anything else? 

Mr. AAYlff. Xo. I read in the newspapers at the time. 
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y\v. I.YXCH. IIow many avim’o in your battalion? 

Mr. WoEFF. Well, tlie'ninnber varied. I think the highest niim- 
l)er we ever hit was TOO and the lowest about 350. 

Mr. Lync'ii. And yon .spoke about losing—yon lost all yonr per¬ 
sonal b(dongings ? 

Mr. AVolff. 'That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. Were yon a prisonei ? 

Mr. Wolff. No. I lost my l)elongings wl^en I was—when the bat¬ 
talion was snrronn(i(‘d on one partienhu* occasion and scattered and 
it was necessary for me to swim tlie Ebro Liver to get back to onr 
lines. 

.Ml'. 1..YNCH. And at the time yon sailed, did yon know that yon 
Avei'e going to vS])ain to tight i 

Ml’. AVolff. I did. 

Mr. Lynch. And what did yon say in yonr passport application 
that yon W(‘re going to Spain for^ 

^Ir. AVolff. I did not say 1 was going to Spain. 

.Mr. Lynch. AAliat did yon say yon were going to Enrojie for, or 
going abroad for^ 

Mr. AVolff. 1 don't know. Perhaps to study art. 

Mr. Lynch. Did yon not say yon were going to Johannesburg, 
South Africa, to visit an uncle for 3 months? 

Mr. AA'olff. That miglit have been it. 

Mr. Lyn('h. Yon knew that was a jierjnry at the time? 

Mr. AAMlff. No: I didn't think it was. 

AFr. Lynch. Yon swore to the aflidavit. didn't yon, when yon got 
yonr pass])ort ? 

yiv, AA'olff. I don't know that I did. 

Mr. Lynch. Do yon recall that yon took an oath that yon would 
not travel in S])ain when you got yonr passport? 

Air. AAh)LFF. No: 1 don't recall such an oath. 

Mr. Lynch. But if yon said that you were going—you don't have 
an uncle in Johannesburg. South Africa ? 

Air. AAhiLFF. I have. 

Air. Lynch. Did you have any intention of visiting liiiu when 
you got that jiassport ? 

All'. AAY)Lff. AAJien I got the pa.ssport ? 

Air. LYNCir. AY^s. 

Air. AAolff. No: 1 did not. 

Air. Lynch. That is all. 

Air. AIatthews. That next witness is Tony DeAlaio. 

Air. ScHWAP.. Just a moment. 

Air. AAhiLFF. If the Chair ])leases, I would like to further—what 
Ered Keller said about AYrnon Selby. A^ernon Selby on one occa¬ 
sion. I lielieve, deserted with Honeycombe and was brought back 
under guard to our battalion. 

I had a talk witli Selby at that time and he agreed tliat it was 
the wrong thing to do: that lie had gotten panic-stricken because 
it did a])pear that at that i^articular time that as thouixh the war 
wa> over. It was during the reti'eat on the Ebro and he was hot¬ 
footing it for tlie border. Howeveic when Selby came back with 
the rest of the prisoners, and T want to state foi’ the record in denial 
of wliat TToneycombe said, tliat we would have had no use for the 
jH'isonei's at the front as unarmed men. There was no purpose in 
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ilieii’ coming up there if they were iinai'ined. Aud at that time all 
the prisoners were oh yen arms. 

Selby, because of his valuable experience and knowledge of in¬ 
juries and so forth, was used by myself as an observer and a scout 
for the battalion. 

When the battalion was suri’ounded and cut otT 450 of us on a hill 
outside of Grandesa—when nio-htfall came it wa.s Vernon Selby 
that led the battalion off that hill and through the Fascist lines up 
to a certain point. He Avas a very exhausted man at that time, as we 
all Avere. We had been on the run for seAVU'al days. The battalion 
ran into a German auxiliary unit of the Fascist Army. 

The I)attalion Avas scattered at that time and only GO of the bat¬ 
talion got across the riAPr. Veiaion Selby Avas not one of those GO. 
Except for those Avho Avere captured and Avere spared by Franco 
and AAvu*e imprisoned and have siiice returned, the rest are missing 
and considered dead, which is all Ave can do. And Selby Avas one 
of those. 

IMr. Mattitfaa\s. I Avant to ask yon one (jiiestion. Hr. Wolff, you 
say Selby and the other men Avere arrested for an alleged desertion. 
They Avere given arms Avhen they Avei‘e brought back to the fronts 

^Ir. Wolff. When they returned to the front they Avere given arms^ 
as every man at the front Avas given. 

.Mattheavs. So that Honeycombe Avas at the front at that 
time, Avasn't he ? 

l\Ir. Woi.FF. He didn't stay there. 

]\[i‘. Mattheavs. Well, Avas he or Avas he not ? 

]Mr. Wolff. All light. 1 Avill further exaggerate —T Avill further 
ex] da in. 

i\Ir. jMattheavs. Was he at the front ? 

^Ir. Wolff. He Avas not. And may I ex])lain—may I ex]dain ? 

The CiiAiRArAx. Explain Avhat ? 

Hr. Woi.FF. The time that these deserters came back Ave Avere out¬ 
side of the toAvn of C<iberra. We Avere organizing our battalion. We 

had gotten neAv men from - AA'ho had just recupei'ated from 

their Avonnds. These deserters Avere brought back and some hundred 
Spanish conscripts. Xone of the men had any aians at all at this 
time because they had all been lost in the pi-eAuous retreat. A ship¬ 
ment of brand-neAA^ rifles came in—about 500 rifles, and every man 
AAdio AA as in the battalion Avas giATii arms. 

Fi‘om that point Ave AA^ent up to the front. Honeycomlie did not 
go U]). 

iNlATTiiEAA^s. You just testified that Honeycombe did go to 
the front aa ith arms. 

Mr. Wolff. I attest to the cleverness of (he questioner, ]\Ir. ^lat- 

thCAVS. 

Hr. Lyxch. 'What Avas the rank of ]Mr. Selby? 

]M]*. AVolp^f. AVhat is tliat ? 

iM]\ Eyxcii. What Avas the rank of ^Ir. Selby? 

iMr. 'Wolff. iMr. Selliy at that time Avas a sergeant. 

The Giiair:max. All right, bring your next AAutness. 

]\fr. ^Iatiheavs. Tonv De^laio. 

Hr. SoiiAALAB. ]\rr. Chairman, do you think Ave Avill be finished Avith 
both of these AAutnesses today? 

The Chairman. T don't knoAv. It depends on hoAv long it takes. 
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TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY E. DeMAIO 

The CiFAiKMAx. Ivaise your rio-ht luiiul. Do you solemnly sweai’ 
to tell the truth, the wliole truth, and nothina' l)ut the truth, so help 
you (hxD 

Di:AL\io. I do. 

^Ir. MA’rniiows. ^^'ill you ])lease aive your full naine^ 

Mr. De^Iaio. My full name is Anthony PI DeMaio. 

Mr. Matthews. Spell the last name ^ 

^Ir. De.Uaio. D-e-^I-a-i-o. 

Ml*. ^lATTHKWS. M-a-i-o^ 

Mr. DeALmo. That is riahl. 

Mv. Matthews. Have you ever used any other variations of that 
name i 

Mr. DeMaio. ( Xo answer.) 

Mr. Matthews. Have you ever spelled it, for example, DeMayo? 

^Ir. DeMaio. 1 just spelled that *T)-i*' because the committee in 
servina the subpena spelled it **D-i" and 1 didn't want to ^ive the 
committee the reasons for raising* any (|uestion of doubt. That is 
why I >pelled it ‘‘D-i." •*D-e“ is the regular spellina. 

.Mr. Matthpavs. Have you ever under any othei* name for 

any pm*po^e other than the name of Anthony DeiMaio? 

^Ir. DeMaio. 1 would like to state, ^Ir. Chairman, that I have 
been called in here for testimony reaardina my activities in the 
Abraham Lincoln Brio-ade, and that any questions involving’ my 
j)ersonal life be kept out of it. 

'That is not the purpose of this committee. 

The Chairaiax. Well, he is askino* you a question, whether yon 
ever went under any other name besides the name that yon have now. 
Is this voiir true name ( 

Mr. DeMaio. That is my true name. 

Mr. Matthews. M'here were you born? 

Mr. T>eMai(). I was born in Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Matthews. Wlien ? 

Mr. DeMaio. February 21. Ihl4. 

Mr. Matthews. AVhen you went to Spain—did you i>*o to Spain? 

.Mr. DeMaio. 1 went to Spain. 

Ml*. Matthews. Did ynu travel on an American passport? 
DeMaio. I did. 

iMr. Matthews, You did? 

Mr. DeMaio. T did. 

Ml*. .Matitiews. Fnder what name did you a’H your American 
pas>])orr ? 

Mr. De^Iaio. 1 refuse to answer that que.stion. 

d'he C'haikmax. AVliat is the question? 

Ml*. ^1 ATI HEWS. I askial tlie witness undei' what name he got 
his American jiassport when he went to Siiain. He declines to 
answ(*r. 

4'he (diMKAiAx. Do you decline to answer? 

Mr. IHAIaio. I do. 

T]u‘ ('hatrmax. The Chair instructs you to answer tliat (juestion. 
Do von still decline? 

Mr. DeMaio. I still decline. 

The Chahaiax. All li^ht. proceed. 
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Mr. Matthews. Did yon ^et yonr pass])ort under tlie name of 
Anthony De^Maio? 

Mr. DeMaio. I decline to answer that qnestion. 

Tile Chairatax. Do yon decline to answer tliat (jnestion ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I decline. 

Tlie Ciiairaiax. The Chair instructs yon to answer the qnestion* 

iNlr. De^Maio. I decline. 

The Chairaiax. Yon still decline? 

]\Ir. De^Iaio. I decline. 

Mr . Matthews. Bnt yoni‘ testimony is that yon did ti'avel on an 
American passport, is that correct ? 

^Ir. DeMaio. That is iny testimony. 

Mr. Matthews. AVere yon ever in any of the s(n*vice branches of the 
Ignited States Army or the Xavy or ^lai'ine Corps or National 
Guard ? 

Mr. DeMaio. Mr. Chairman, that is still ^’oino* back into my OAvn 
pei'sonal history, which has no bearino* on this investigation. 

The Chairaiax. Do yon decline to answer that qnestion? 

Air. DeAIaio. I decline to answer that qnestion pertaining- 

The Chairaiax. This paificnlar qnestion ? 

Air. DeAIaio. I do. 

The Chairaiax. The Chair instructs yon to answer. Do you still 
decline ? 

Air. DeAIaio. I still decline. 

The Chairaiax. All right, proceed. 

Air. AIatthews. Yon did travel on a false jiassjiort Avhen you 
went to Spain, didn't yon, AIi-. DeAIaio? 

AIi‘. DeMaio. I still refuse. 

The Chairaiax. You have covered that. 

Air. AIatthews. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Air. DeAIaio. I am not. 

Air. AIatthews. AVere you ever a inembe]* of the Communist 
Party? 

All*. DeAIaio. I was. 

Air. AIatthews. AA'hen did you join the Communist Party? 

Air. DeAIaio. I don't recall the exact date. It was when I re¬ 
turned from Spain. 

Air. AIatthews. MYre yon a member of the Communist Party 
at any time before you went to Spain? 

Air. DeAIaio. T was not. 

Tlie Chairmax. The Clrair wants to make an announcement. AVe 
are sitting as a subcommittee with the chairman, Air, Alason, of 
Illinois, and Air. A^oorhis of California. 

Air. Lyxcii. Air. Chairman, yon will note fi'om the time Air. De¬ 
AIaio commenced his testimony to this jire^ent moment we were 
sitting as a full committee. 

The Chairmax. A quorum was present. Proceed. 

Air. AIatthews. AVhen did yon get out of tlie (Ymmnnist Party? 

Air. DeAIaio. I don't recall the exact time. It was just a drojiping 
away process, that is all. 

Air. AIatthews. Quite recently? 

All*. DeAIaio. No. It is about 6 months at least. _ 

Air. AIatthews. AA'ere yon expelled? 

Air. DeAIaio. I Ava.s not expelled. 
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Mr. .M.a'itiiews. AVore you ^ivrn ])ci'niissiou to drop out? 

Mr. DkMaio. Xo. I just dropjXHl. 

Mr. Mati'iiews. Were you ever assio^ied lo work in any part of 
Xew dei’sey for tlie Coininuiiist Party? 

]Mr. Di'Maio. I was not. 

Ml*. Matthews. Did you ever do any work for the Communist 
Party in the State of Xew Jersey? 

Mr. De^Iaio. 1 did not. 

^Iatthews. AVerenk you an official of tlie Communist Party 
durin.u’ the seamen's strike in the s])rin^ of 10J()? 

Mr. DeMaio. I liad no connection with the seamen's strike in Xew 
Jersey in lOJ('). I don't even recall if I was in Xew Jersey at the 
time. 

]\Ir. Matthpavs. Did you ever work as a merchant seaman? 

]\Ir. De^Iaio. I never did. 

Mr. aIatthpavs. Did you assist in the raising of funds for the 
strike committee in the strike of 103G? 

Mr. De]\Iai(). I don't recall whether I mi^ht have or not in one 
way or anotlier. but not as any ])articular job. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Do you recall whether you had any official con¬ 
nection with the strike committee? 

Ml*. De^Maio. I had no official connection witli the strike committee. 

Mr. ]Maithews. Do you remembei* the names of any of the mem¬ 
bers of the 'strike committee ? 

Mr. De]\Iaio. I don't remember any of their names. 

Mr. }>Iatttiews. Did you know two men by the names of Panclielli 
and Brown ? 

^Ir. De]\Laio. I don't know. 

i\lr. ^Matthews. AAJio were arrested in connection with that strike, 
and are >ervinn' terms in Trenton. X. J.? 

Mr. De^Iaio. I never heard of the men before, and I never knew 
them. 

Mr. ^Tattiipavs. It doesn't refresli your recollection to state that 
they are servin^r lo-year terms in the State ])rison at Trenton? 

Ml*. DeMak). Doesn't refresh my memory at all. 

]\Ir. ^lATTiiEws. Did that case have anything to do Avith your leav¬ 
ing the State of X'evr Jersey? 

Mr. De^Mak). Had nothing to do with my leaving the State. 

Mr. ^Matthews. AAJien did you enlist for .service in the Inierna- 
tional Brigade? 

Ml*. DeM.mo. AA'ill you repeat that question? 

yh\ ]\I\ttih:ws. AVhen did you enlist for service in the Interna¬ 
tional Tb-igade, in Spain? 

Mr. DioMaio. My service in S])ain began in Albacete, January 6. 

Mr. Matiih'avs. Xo. AAJieii did you enlist—wlien did you volun¬ 
teer to go a(‘ro.«N from this side ? 

Mr. DeMaio. 1 didn't volunteer from this side. 

Mr. Mattiipavs. AA'hen did you go to Spa.in ? 

Mr. DeAI \i<). Sometime in December 19JG. 

Mr. ^Ma'itiiews. Fi-om what port did you sail? 

Ml*. DeMaio. T sailed from Xew York. 

Ml-. AIattiiews. On what ship? 

Mr. DeMaio. On the Xormaiidh. 

Mr. .Mxtthkws. AA’hat was tlie date of the sailing? 
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Mr. DeMaio. I don't recall. 

Mr, jMattiiews. I)eceinl)ei' 103G on the Xormandfc? 

^Ir. DeMaio. That is I’i^ht. 

Matthews. In what class ^ 

^Ir. De^Maio. Third class. 

]\rr. ]\fATTiiEws. AYas vonr name listed oji the passenger list ? 

iMr. DeMaio. It was, 

Mr. Maiwhews. AVhat was the name on the passena'er list? 

Ml'. De^Mak). Mr. Chairman, this is bringing' up the same question 
time and time a^zain. I previously" stated- 

Tlie Chaiijman. Do you decline to state what name you were 
listed under in the passeno-er list ? 

^Ir. SciiWAiE That isn't the question. 

The Chairman. ^Vhat ? 

Mr, SciiWAiE That isn't what he declines to answer. 

Mv. Matthews. I asked him what name he was listed under on 
the Xormandff in December 11)8() when he sailed to I{luro[)e? 

The Chatuman. You decline to answer that ? 

]\Ii'. DeMato. I decline. 

The Chaikmax. The Chair instructs you to do so and you decline. 
Proceed. 

^Ir. ]\[atthews. M^as it the same name yon used on the passport 
which you fraudulently obtained? 

]\Ir. De^Iaio. I don't know. 

Mr. MAaTHEWS. Y^ou don't know whether it was the same name or 
not ? 

Ylr. Df:MAio. No. 

Ylr. YIatthews. Under what name were you enlisted in the Loyalist 
Army in Spain ? 

Mr. DeYIaio. Ihuler my own name. 

Ylr, YIatthews. Mdiat did you do with your passport when you 
reached Sjiain ? 

Mr. DeM Aio. I turned it over to some one. 

Ylr. YIatthews. Did you ever a’^t it back? 

Ylr. DeYIaio. The pass])ort was lost at the front. 

Mr. Matthews. To whom did you turn it over in Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. I don't recall his name, 

Ylr. YIatthews. How did you apply for your pass]^ort as to the 
pui'pose of your g'oina to Europe? Did you state that you were 
goina Spain in your application ? 

Ylr. DeYIaio. T refuse to answer that question. 

Ylr, YIatthews. YVas there a notation stamped on your passport 
that it was not valid for travel in Spain? 

YIi'. DeYIaio. I refuse to answer that question. 

The Chaikmax. Wait a minute. Y"ou decline to answer that? 

Ylr. DeYIato. I mioht add that at the time I went to Spain that 
there- 

The Chaiemax. Isn't it a fact that all passports were marked 
'•Xot valid for travel in Spain"? 

YIi'. ScTiwAu. Ylr. Chaii'inan. may I ask that the photographs— 
they have got enough pictures now. I think I can be unmolested for 
a minute. 

The Chatrmax. All right, gentlemen. 
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]\Ii\ ScinvAii. Xever liaviiig been at the front, those things annoy 
me. 

Tlie CiiAinMAX. Xo qneslion about that, is there, about all the pass¬ 
ports beinii' marked ‘Uiot valid for travel in Spain’’^ 

J\lr. DuMak). r don't know about all of them. 

d'he CiiAiijMAX. Do you ol)ject to answering that so far as you were 
concerned 

i\Lr. De^Iaio. T don’t know anything about that. I refuse to 
ansAver the (juestioii. 

Mr. MArniEAVs. In what year was your passport issued? 

^Ir. DkMak). I 1 ‘efu^e to answer any questions pertaining to my 
])assi)()i‘t on my constitutional grounds. 

Mr. ^Iaitiiews. When you sailed for Spain, was it your intention 
to join the Loyalist Army? 

.Ml-. DeMaio. I hadn't that intention. 

^Ir. ^Iattiiews. That is, when you left the United States you had 
not intended to join the Loyalist Army? 

Mr. DeMaio. 1 dicln't. 

Mr. ^lArniEws. Did you go directly to Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. Xo: I (jidn’t. 

Mr. IMattiieavs. MTlh of course, you know the Spanish civil war 
did not break out until but a few months before that time. 

iMr. DeIMaio. That is right. 

Mr. IMatthews. You did not go directly to Spain? 

Ml’. DpAIaio. 1 did not go directly to Spain. 

Mr. MA^niiEWs. How long after you arrived in Europe before you 
went to Sixain? 

Mr. DeMaio. Very short time. 

Mr. IMattueavs. Hoav long Avould you say? 

Mr. DeMaio. A matter of a couple of AAwks about. 

^Ir. ^Iaiu’iieavs. Was it long enough to go to Moscoav and then 
back to Sjiain? 

Mr. DfAIaio. 1 don't know Avhat transportation is like to Moscoav 
and back. I couldn’t tell you that. 

.Mr. 1 \L\ttiieavs. AVell, it d(‘}X‘uds on hoAV you travel. You could 
get there in a few days if you Avent by air. 

The CiiAiiiMAX. Did you go to IMoscoav before you Avent to Spain? 

Mr. De^Iaio. I did not go to IMoscoav and could not. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. In Avhat countries did you travel in Europe before 
you Avent to Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. Just Erance and Spain. 

.Mr. ^Lattiieavs. What occupation did you give on your passport 
a])})Iication ? 

Mr. DeMaio. Lefuse to ansAver the question. 

IMr. Ma-tiiieavs. What aa’us the date of your arrival in Spain? 

.Mr. DeMaio. I don't recall the exact date, ft Avas sometime. 

Mr. Mattheavs. What was the month? 

Mr. De^Lmo. It Avas January 10M7. 

The CiiAn::uAX. I Avant to clear up one thing. You have refused 
to auhAver certain questions. Do you refuse on the ground to ansAA-er 
those questions might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. DeMaio. Xot at all. I said that I do not recall the exact date 
that I landed in Spain. 
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Mr. Lynch. That isn't an aiisvei’ to your question. 

The Chairman. I am asking you this: You have refused to answer 
certain questions heretofore about your passport. Do I understand 
that the reason for your refusal is it may tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. DeMak). It is within my constitutional I’i^ht to refuse to 
answer the question. 

The Chairman. I am trying to get you to specify whether your 
refusal to answer is because 3^11 fear that it might tend to incrimi¬ 
nate you? Is that the constitutional ground upon which 3^11 rely 
in 3 mur refusal to answer the questions? 

ilr. DeMaio. I am not giving any leasons beyond what I have 
given before, that it is vuthin 1113 ' constitutional rights not to answer 
an 3 ^ questions that I don't want to. 

The Chairman. You mean in other words then, you don't put it 
on the ground that it might tend to incriminate 3^)11 ? 

Mr. Schwab, ilay I discuss it with 1113 ^ client for a moment ? 

The Chairman. Go ahead. 

(Inaudible discussion between iMr. Schwab and the witness.) 

The Chairman. I am asking 3 ^) 11 , what is the constitutional 
ground? Is it that you fear that it mav tend to incriminate 3^011 in 
any way? 

Ml*. DeMaio. Yes; that is it. 

The Chaucman. Then he shall not be required to answer the (pies- 
tion with reference to the passport. 

Mr. Lynch. Well, Mr. Chairmaiq I think he should be required to 
answer the question in regai-d to his passport because the statute gives 
him immunity. 

Mi\ Schwab. INLyy I speak on that question, Mr. Chairman? 

The Chairman. Yes. We are talking about the passjiort. 

Mr. Schwab. I don’t think in the first phu'e it has anything to do 
with the purpose of this committee, but I don't think anv committee 
can take away this man’s constitutional I’ight to refuse to testify on 
the ground that he has given. There is nothing in the statute— 
enabling statute dealing with congressional bodies whicli takes awa 3 ^ 
that right. He stated it, and I don't believe we should waste anv 
more time on it. 

Mr. Lynch. If the gentleman wants me to I will get him the laM’. 
I will send upstairs and get it. There is a statute of the United 
States which gives a right to a committee wlien a man refuses to an¬ 
swer to com])el him to answer, and he doesn’t have any i*ight to refuse 
to answer on tlie ground his testimony might tend to incriminate 
him. He is still required to answer it. You have the same precise 
law before the Communications Commision and the Interstate Com¬ 
merce Commission and other Government agencies. 

The Chairman. Well, it inaA’ be that is true, that he has immunity 
Avhen testifying before a committee of Congress, and that 3^)11 could 
I'cquire him to do so. However, the committee has hesitated in the 
past to require any man to answer a question on that ground. 

Anyway we will carry along. Go ahead. 

]Mr. Matthews. Who fuiiiished vou with the funds to travel to 
Spain ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I was working at the time just previous to that. I 
had my own mone 3 ^ 
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Mr. ]\lA'rriiEws. AVIumi you reached Spain, to what duty were you 
assi;j:iied i 

Air. DeATaio. 1 was a .soldiei* in the infantry. 

Afr. AlA'nniEw.s. AVIiere did you ^o? 

Air. DkAIaio. AA\nit to a training cam]). 

Air. ALvrriiEws. AAdiich traininir camp was tliat ? 

Air. DkAIaio. A'illejara. 

Air. AIaitiiews. How lon^ were you in tlie traininjj^ camp? 

Air. DkAIaio. About a month. 

Air. AIatiikws. And then did you report at the front? 

Air. DeAIak). Sent to the front. 

Air. AIai'I'iiews. How l<)n<>^ were you at the front? 

Air. DpAIak). AA\‘ were at the front for the entire campaign. 

Air. AIattiiews. How many days was that ? 

Afr. DeAIaio. The exact days. I think it was something like 120 
days straight. 

Air. AIattiiews. A^ou were tliere at the fiont during the entire 
T20days? 

Air. DeAIaio. That is right. 

Air. AIattiiews. And then whei*e did you go? 

Air. DeAI Aio. Went on rest. 

Air. AIattiiews. What was your i*ank in the army? 

Air. DeAIaio. Soldier at that time. 

Air. AIatthews. Were you ever promoted ? 

Air. DeAIaio. I was. 

Air. AIattiiews. To what rank? 

All'. DeAIaio. To sergeant. 

Air. AIatthews. Were you ever promoted be^’ond that ? 

Air. DeAIaio. I was. 

Air. AIatthews. To what rank? 

Air. DeAIaio. To lieutenant, junior grade. 

Air. AIatthews. Was tliere any other jiromotion after tliat ? 

Air. DeAIaio. Lieutenant, senior grade, or rather lieutenant, because 
the lower rank was cut out. 

Air. AI.\tthews. And did yon hold that rank at the time yon left 
S])ain ? 

Air. De AIaio. I did. 

Air. AIatihews. In what other engagements were you at the front? 
All*. DeAIaio. I was in the engagement of Brunete and the Ebro 
otfensive. 

Air. AIattiiews. Were yon (^ver assigned to any duties behind the 
front ? 

Air. DeAIaio. No ])ermanent duties. 

Air. AIatthews. Any tem])orarv duties? 

Air. DeAIaio. Well, I had lieen in the rear. 

Air. ALnnTiEws. Were you ever assigned to Camp Luukas? 

Air. DeAIaio. I was never assigned there; no. 

Air. AIattiiews. Were you ever there? 

Air. DeAIaio. I was there. 

Air. AIaitiiews. What were your duties there? 

Air. DeAIaK). 1 was recuperating from a wound. 

Air. AIattiiews. Was Cam]) Luukas a concentration camp for 
])risoners ? 

Air. DeAIaio. I never considered myself as a ])risoner. 
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Mr. ISlAT^rHEws. AVas it? 

Mr. De]\Iaio. It was not. 

INIr. Matthews. IVere you ]:)laccd in cliai'^e of the Anglo-American 
section ? 

Mr. DejNIaio. No: I was not in cliaige of them. 

IVIr. Mattpiiews. Did you know William C. iNIcCuistion in Spain ? 

Mr. De^Maio. I heard of him. 

Ml*. IMattiiews. Did you ever meet him pei\sonally? 

The Chaiki^ian. He asked you if you knew him ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I knew him. 

]\Ir. IMattiiews Did you know him personally? 
ilr. DeIMaio. I knew him. 

The CiiAiimAN. You knew him in Spain? 

]\Ir. De]Maio. (No answer.) 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did you have any convei’sations with him? 

]Mr. DfAIaio. He was at Camp Lmikas with me at the time. 

Mr. IMatthews. He was with you at Camp Luukas. What was 
your purpose at Camp Luukas? 

ill*. De^Maio. We certainly weren’t there for the same reasons. 
Mr. jMattiiews. Why was he there? 

Mr. DeMaio. (No ansAver.) 

The Chairman. You say McCuistion was in the same camp and 
for the same purpose with you ? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. I did not say that. 

]Mr. IMattheavs. He said a ditferent purpose. Why Avas he there? 
]Mr. De]\Iaio. I neATr asked him. 

]\Ir, ]\[attheavs. Do you knoAV Avhy he Avas there? 

]Nrr. DeIMaio. I doirt knoAv AAhy he Avas there. 

]Mr. Matthevcs. How do you knoAv Ids purpose Avas ditferent from 
yours tlien ? 

iMr. DejMaio. He Avasn't Avounded. I knoAv that. 

]Mr. IMattiieavs. Wasn’t he in charge of the military section of the 
Anglo-Americans there ? 

^Ir. De]Maio. McCuistion? 

My. IMattiieavs. Yes. 

^Ir. De^Maio. Not to my knoAvledge. 

Mr. M ATTIIEAVS. AV as he to your knoAvledge demoted or disrated 
for assisting prisoners in the camp to escape? 

Mr. DeMaio. Don’t knoAv anything about it. 

Mr. ]Mattheavs. Were any of the inmates of Camp Luukas placed 
there for the })urposes of Avaiting for repatriation? 

Mr. De^Iaio. T don't knoAV if they Avere sent there for that pur¬ 
pose or not. 

Mr. ilATTHEAvs. IloAv loiig Avere you at Camp Luukas? 

Jlr. DiAIaio. About 8 Aveeks, I think. 

]Mr. IMattiieavs. And Avas that entirely for recuperation? 

Mr. DfAIaio. For recuperation purposes. 

Mr. IMattiieavs. AVere there any men at Camp Luukas avIio Avere 
there because they Avere labeled as dangerous or destructive or dis¬ 
rupt i at? 

Mr. DeAIaio. I never inquired as to the reason Avliy others AATre 
there. I Avas there myself foi’ recuperation purposes and that is all. 
IMr. IMattiieavs. Noav, don’t you knoAV of your oavu knoAvledge that 
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llie majority of tho men at Camp Liuikas were sent there because 
they objected to the tactics of the Communist Tarty in Spain ^ 

Mr. De^Iaio. I do not know of any such reason. 

^Ir. Matthews. Because they resented the interference of political 
commisars and other politicians in army affairs? 

^Ir. De^Iaio. I repeat, Mr. Chairman, why I was at Camp Luukas, 
and I do not know why others were there. 

The ChiAiRMAX. All ri^ht. 

yiv. DeMaio. I think that answers the question on that sidliciently. 

Matthews. Were any Americans at Camp Luukas removed 
from there to xVlbacete I 

Mr. DeM Aio. I was. 

Mr. Matitiews. Did you knoAV of any others who were removed? 

JMr. DeMaio. I don't know of any others. 

.Mr. ^Iatthews. Do you know of any who were removed from Camp 
Luukas to Albacete for the purpose of execution i 

Mr. De^Iaio. I do not. 

.Mr. .Matthews. Or C’hinchilla for the purpose of execution? 

Mr. De^Iaio. I do not. 

^Ir. ^Ia^ithews. Did you superintend the removal of any persons 
from Camp Luukas? 

Mr. DeMaio. I did not. 

Mr. Maithews. .Vnd did you know Maj. Allen Johnson? 

.Mr. DeMaio. I knew him. 

Mr. ^Matthews. In what capacity did yon know him? 

.Mr. DeMaio. Only that he was there. I never served with him or 
under him, so I don’t know him personally. I know of him. 

.Mr. Matthews. Was he a former officer in the Tegular Army of the 
United States ? 

]\lr. DfAIaio. I don’t know. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. To refresh your memory don’t you remember numer¬ 
ous sjieeches in which he talked of his experiences in the Fifteenth and 
Twenty-Seventh Infantries of the United States Army? 

Mr. DfAIaio. I neATr listened to any of his speeches. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Did he make speeches? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. I don’t know if he did or not. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. .\t this time you were given an official position as 
brigade police officer for the .Vmerican section of the fifteenth brigade, 
were you not? 

Mr. DeMaio. That is not so. 

]Mr. Maithews. Do you know of any police officers who were as¬ 
signed to special tasks of that sort ? 

Mr. De^Iaio. I do not. 

.Mr. ^Matthews. Do you know Lieutenant Ehrlich? 

Mr. De^Maio. I do not. 

.Mr. Matthews. You don’t know any one in Spain by that name? 

^Ir. DeMaio. Yo. 

.Mr. Matthews. Captain Cohn? 

Mr. DfAIaio. I do not. 

Mr. MATriiEws. Did you know anv police officer by that name? 

^Ir. De^Faio. The only police officei*s that I can think of are Spanish 
police officers. 

^Fr. Matthews. Did you know .Vlhert Wallach? 


UN-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7804 

J\lr. DeMaio. I do not. 

j\Ir. Matthews. Did you ever hear the uanie of Albert Wallach? 

]\rr. De^Lmo. I did not; never did. 

iMr. Matthews. Were you in charge of the prison at Castle de Fells? 
Mi\ DeMaio. I was never in charge of the prison at Castle de Fells. 
Mr. Matthews. ^Yere 3 ’ou ever at the prison at Castle de Fells? 
Mr. DeMaio. I was never at the prison at Castle De Fells. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you ever see Albert M'allach? 

JMr. DfAIaio. I don’t know. I might have passed him. I didn’t 
know him so I couldn’t say whether I saw him or not. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you know Paul Mdiite? 

JSlr. DeMaio. I did not know Paul AYhite. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you ever hear of Paul AVhite ? 

Mr, DeIMaio. I heard of him. 

Mr. Matthews. Did yon read the notice given to the Liiicoln 
Battalion of his execution? 

Mr. De^Maio. I heard of it but I didn’t- 

The CiiAiKMAN. Mdiat was his answer? 

i\Ir. Matthews. That you heard of the execution? 

Mr. DeIMaio. I don’t know whether it was termed “an execution” 
or what it was. 

Mr, Matthews. AYell, yon said you heard of it. 

^Nfr. DeMaio. I heard of him. 

i\Ir. Matitiews. AYelb I asked you if you heard of his execution, 
or if you read the notice, and you said you heard of it. 

]\Ir. DkMaio. Just a moment. 

]\Ir. Matthews. You heard of Paul MHiite’s execution? 

Mr. De^NIaio. I did not hear of it in Spain. 

IMr. Matthews. You heard of it after you came back to the United 
States ? 

IMr. DeMaio. I heard—some news])apers printed something to that 
effect. I never heard of it at that time. 

IMr. Matthews. M’^here did you get that answer? 

Mr. DeMaio. (No answer.) 

Mr. IMatt'hews. It differs from your previous answer. 

IMr. DeMaio. It does not. 

IMr. Schwab. I suggest Mr. IMatthews, you don’t start a personal 
altercation here. 

IMr. IMatthews. Do you recognize that photograph as being any 
person you ever saw in Spain ? 

(Handing photograph to the witness.) 

Mr. DeMaio. It looks like Carey Grant, the movie actor. 

I\Ir. Lynch. Ask him to answer the question. 

I\rr. DeIMaio. No. 

(Mr. IMatthews handing the picture to the witness again.) 

Mr. DeMaio. I don’t know him. 

IMr. Matthews. Y^ou don't recognize these pictures as being Albert 
lYallach? 

IMr. DeIMaio. I don’t recognize him. 

Mr. IMatthews. And yon never heard of the name of Albert lYal- 
lach in Spain, is that correct? 

Mr, DeMaio. Never heard of him. 

IMr. Matthews. How long were yon in Spain? 

Mr. DeIMaio. About 2 years. 
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]\lr. ^Matthews. Did you know many of tlie men in tlie Abraliani 
Lincoln Bripule, so-calknH 

Ml'. DiAIaio. 1 didn't know all of them. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, in what capacity did yon know i\Iai. Allen 
Johnson ? 

^Ir. DeMaio. I never knew him at the— in the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade. 

^Ir. MA'rniEws. Did you know him in Spain? 

Mr. DiAIaio. T knew him as an officer in S])ain, that is all. 

^Ir. MAin'HEws. Did you ever deliver any prisoners to Maj. Allen 
Johnson in Spain? 

Mr. De^Iaio. I never did. 

!Mr. 3Iatthews. Of what was Maj. Allen Johnson an officer? You 
said you knew him as an officer ? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. At the base in Tarrafjona. 

Mr. MA'n'HEWs. You did know him at Tarragona? 

]\Ir. DeMato. I knew lie was there. I didn't say I knew him there. 

]\Ir. ]\lArriiEw.s. Did you see him in Tarraoona? 

Mr. De]\Iaio. I saw him once, I believe. 

^Ir. Matthews. What were you doino- in Tarragona at the time 
you met Maj. Allen Johnson? 

Mr. De]Maio. I believe I was at Camp Luukas at the time, and it 
was a short run over there, and I took a trip over there to see some 
of the men, and I saw him while I was there. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. And you took prisoners from Camp Luukas to 
Tarragona and delivered them to Maj. Allen Johnson, did you not? 

]\Ir. De]\Iaio. I did not. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. Did you know of any men who were executed in 
Spain? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. Xo, did not. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. Were there any disciplinary cases that were of such 
seriousne.ss that executions resulted, to your knowledge? 

:\Ir. .AIeMa 10 . Xot to my knowledge. 

Mr. AIattiiews. Did you ever hear of any? 

Mr. DeAIaio. Xever heai'd of any direct cases of execution; no. 

Air. AIatthews. Except the one of Paul AVhite to which you testi- 
fied ? Is that the only one? 

Air. DeAIaio. I did not testify that I knew he was executed. 

Air. AIatthews. Xo. only that you liad heard of it. Did you know 
of any others who were executed? 

Air. DeAIaio. I did not. 

Air. AIattihavs. In S])ain? 

Air. DeAIaio. (Xo answer.) 

Air. AIattiiiews. Did you ever meet George Alink in Spain? 

Air. DeAIaio. Xever heard of him. 

Air. AIatthews. You never heard of the name of George Alink? 

Air. DeAIaio. Xever did. 

Air. AI attiiews. Did you know George Hirsch in Spain? 

Air. DeAIaio. Xever heal'd of him. 

Air. ALmTiEws. You never heard of that name either? 

Air. DeAIaio. Xo. 

Air. AIatthews. Did you know an American by the name of Aloran? 

Air. DeAIaio. Xo, I don't. 
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The Chairman. Speak a little loiuler, please. It is very hard to 
hear. 

Mr. DeMaio. I never heard of him. 

Mr. Ma^ithews. Were you ever iu Barcelona ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I had been there; yes. 

Mr. JSIatthews. Do you recall whetlier or not you were in Barce¬ 
lona on May 2, 1938? 

Mi\ DeIMaio. (No answer.) 

Mr. Matthews. That was the day folloAvin^* the May Day cele¬ 
bration, to refi'esh your recollection. 

Mr. DeMaio. Then I Avasn’t there. 

Mr. Mattheavs. You Avere not in Barcelona on ^lay 2, 1938? 

Mr. Dr:MAio. I Avas not there around any May Day. 

jNIr. ]\Iattheavs. Did you eATr frequent the cafes on the Rambla de 
Catalonia in Barcelona? 

INIr. DeMaio. Mr. Chairman, may I ask just AAdiat all that this 
here is about. Certainly if a man Avent to Barcelona in time of war 
on leaAT he Ausited a cafe. 

The Chairman. That is just AAhat he aars asking you. Go ahead. 

]Mr. DejMaio. Then, but I ask Avhat the purpose of this question is. 
Certainly, I visited some of these cafes but A\diat has that to do Avith 
the investigation ? 

The Chairman. All right, proceed. 

Ml*. Mattheavs. Did you meet George ^link or George Hirscli in 
any of the cafes. 

^Nlr. DeMaio. I told you previously I never heard or saAV these 
individuals. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Did you CAcr sit on a court martial to try tAvo 
Finnish-Americans in Spain? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. 1 ucate sat on a court martial in Spain. 

]\Ir. ]\Iattheavs. Did you sit on a court martial to try a Canadian 
and Finn for drunkenness? 

Mr. DeMaio. This is getting ridiculous. 

The Chair^ian. Wait a minute. You Avill find out hoAV material 
it is later on. You are uoav being afforded an opportunity to 
a ns AVer certain questions. 

]\Ir. DEiNlAio. NY; I don’t knoAV anything about that. 

IMr. ]Mattheavs. Do you knoAv the name of Paul Oskar? 

Mr. DfAIaio. I do not. 

Ml*. Mattmeavs. Did you evei* heaV that name in Sjiain? 

Mr. DeMaio. I never heard it in Spain. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Did you ever hear the name of George Niemin 
in Spain? 

Mr. DeIMaio. I never did. 

IMr. IMaitheaws. Did you Qver hear the name of George Kulksinem? 

IMr. DeMaio. 1 never did. 

Mr. IMattheavs. In Spain? 

IMr. DeMaio. I did not. 

IMr. Mattheavs. You never heard of those three men? 

IMr. DeIMaio. I ncAer heard of tho.se men. 

INfr. IMattheavs. Did you ever hear that tAVo Finnish-Americans 
and one Canadian Finn Avere executed on the beach in Barcelona? 

IMr. DeMaio. I neATr lieard of this. 
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'Mv. ]\Iatthi:ws. Did you know a man by the name of Sullivan 
who was a political commissar in the Trish-American Battalion? 

Mr. DkMaio. 1 never heard of an Irish-American Battalion. 

Mr. ]MA'rriii:ws. Did you know a man named Sullivan who was 
a political commissar connected with any of the sections of the Lojvalist 
Army ? 

^Ir. DiAIaio. I never heard of him. 

]\Ir. ^Iaitiikws. Did you know Louis Oliver? 

]\fr. DfAIaio. The name sounds familiar. I can't place him. 

]Mi*. ^Matthews, MTlh you placed him under arrest once, didn’t 

} ()U ? 

]\rr. DeMaio. I did not. 

Mr. ^Matthews. In Barcelona, didn’t you place Louis Oliver under 
arrest ? 

^Ir. DfAIaio. Xo. 

]\Ir. ^lATTnf:ws. Did you ever ^o aboard the American steamship 
Onqon? 

:\ir. De:\i Aio. I don't recall evei* having done so; I might have— 
1 think I went aboard one American steamer there. 

]\Ir. ]\Iattiiews. AVhere? 

]Mr. De]\Iaio. In Barcelona. 

Mr. ilATTHEws. In Barcelona? 

^Ir. DeMaio. Yes. 

Mr. ^Iaithews. IVasn’t it the American steamship Oregon? 

Mr. De^Maio. I don't know wliether that was the name of it or not. 
There were several American ships. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. IVho went with you when you went aboard the 
ship? 

Mr. De^Iaio. I went alone. 

^Ir. ]\Iattiiews. Are you sure that George Mink and Cohn didn’t 
accompany you when you went al)oard that ship? 

]\Ir. DiAIaio. They did not. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Well, what was your purpose in going aboard the 
steamship Oregon in Barcelona ? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. It was along the same line as visiting a cafe. It 
was pai’t of the time—of killing time while in Barcelona—possibly 
being able to pick up a pack of American cigarettes, that is all. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, Mr. DeMaio, didn’t you go aboard the 
American steamship Oregon to place Albert Wallach under arrest? 
]Mr. DeMaio. I did not. 

l\Ir. INIatthews. In compaii}^ with George Mink? 
ifr. DeMaio. I did not. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. And Captain Cohn? 

]Mr. DeMaio. I did not. 

l\Ir. jMattiiews. Did you ever have any acquaintance that you can 
now recall or anv knowledge of Albert Wallach? 

]\fr. DeINIaio. Xo knowledge whatsoever. 

]\fr. IMattiiews. Did you know AVayne Taine? 
l\[r. DeMaio. Xo. 

^fi*. Matthews. Lawrence ]McCullough, did vou know him? 

:\rr. DE:\rAio. Xo. ^ 

^fr. Matthews. Did you know anv one bv the name of Frich2 
l\fr. De^Iaio. Xo. 
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The Chairman. Did you know Mr. Wolff in Spain? 

i\Ir. DeMaio. I knew Wolff in Spain. 

Mr. ISIatthews. Did yon ever know Vii'gil Morris? 

Mr. DEi\[Aio. No. 

Matthews. Did yon ever hear the name in Spain? 

I\Ir. DeINIaio. Can't recall. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. George Dempsey ? 

]\Ir. DeIMaio. (No answer.) 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Did yon ever meet him ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I think George Deinjisey was once oin* cook, but 1 
don’t know him. 

JMr. Matthews. Did yon know them any time as prisoners—calling 
the name, reading the names? 

]\Ir. De^Iaio. No. 

^Ii’. Matthews. Did yon ever see any prisoners in Spain who were 
members of the American section ? 

Mr. De:M Aio. Never ])aid much attention to them. I wouldn’t re¬ 
call their names or faces. 

Mr. Matthews. Did yon ever see any prisoners? 

Mr. DeMaio. I saw the labor battalions but I never distinguished 
their faces oi* anything. 

iNIr. Matthews. Were members of the labor battalion the same as 
prisoners? Is that what yon mean to testify? 

My, De^Iaio. I don't know whether they were or not. I don’t 
know anything about the disciplinary units in Siiain. 

Mr. M\tthews. Did yon know Paul White? 

Mr. DeMaio. I did not. 

Mr. IMatthews. Did yon evei’ hear the name of Paul White? 

Mr. DeMaio. I can’t recall the name definitely or the face. 

Mr. Matthews. Yon can't recall his face. Do yon have a vague 
recollection of his face? 

Mr. De]\Jaio. No. 

Mr. Matthews. Did yon ever knoAv him as Johnnie Adams in 
this country? 

Mr. DeMaio. Never did. 

Mr. jNIatthews. But yon noAV have some vague recollection ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I have a vague recollection of the name but the 
individual I have no recollection or knowledge of. 

Mr. INlArrHEws. And yon associate his name with the execution 
about which you say you have a vague recollection, is that right? 

Mr. DeMaio. That is right. That is the only recollection I have. 

iNfr. Matthews. Did yon meet Robert ]\Iinor in Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. Robert Minor spoke to ns a few times onl}" in the 
ca])acitv of a coi-respondent. 

]\Ir. ^Iatthews. Was that the limit of his duties in Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. As far as I know. I never knew him personally. 

jNIr. Matthews. Did yon ever talk to him personally in Sjiain? 

Mr, DeMaio. I never did. 

Mr. IMatthews. Did you meet any of the members of the Inter¬ 
national Political Commission for the International Brigade in 
Spain? 

Mr. DfAIaio. AVhat is the International Political Commission? 

Mr. IMatthews. Bv whatever title it was known—the irroup of 
men- 
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iNIr. De^NIaio. Tell me exactly wliat you mean. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Well, Aiidi'e ^Mai’ty, for example. Did you ever 
meet Andi-e Mai-ty in Spain? 

Mr. DfAIaio. 1 have seen him. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did you ever meet Hairy Pollock from England? 
ill*. DeMaio. 1 never saw him. 

iMr. ^Iattiiews. You know he was in Spain, don’t you? 

^Ir. DeMaio. I don't know. 

Mr. i\lATTiiEws. You know Andre ]Marty was in Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. I know Andre Marty was in Spain. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you meet Earl Browder in Spain? 
ilr. DeMaio. I never met him. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you see him in Spain? 

Mr. DeMaio. I didn't see him. 

Ml'. Matthews. But you did see Robert Minor there. How long 
was ]Minor in S])ain ? 

]Mr. DfAIaio. I don’t know. 

i\Ir. Matthews. Did you ever make any reports to Robert Minor? 
^Ir. DeMaio. I told you I never spoke to Robert Elinor. 

]\fr. INIatthews. Did yon ever make any reports to him? 

Mr. DeMaio. Xever did. 

]\fr. ^Matthews. About any matters? 

]\Ir. DeMaio. About nothing at all. 

jNfr. Matthews. Pertaining to the Lincoln Brigade? 

]\rr. DeMaio. (Xo answer.) 

ilr. ^Matthews. Do you know John Little? 

Mr. DeJIaio. I don't know him. 

Mr. ^Matthews. John Little, of the Young Communist League? 

^Ir. DeMaio. I don't know him. 

Mr. ilATTHEWS. You don't know him? 

Mr. De^Iaio. Xo. 

Mr. ^f.'TiiiEws. Yon did not meet him in Spain ? 

^Ir. DpAIaio. T did not meet him in Spain. 

Air. AIatthews. How much time did you spend at the front alto¬ 
gether? Can you give us a rough estimate of that. Air. DeAIaio? 

Air. DeAIaio. I think about 11 months, exclusive of a period that I 
S])ent convalescing. 

Air. AIatthews. Eleven months at tlie front. And how much time 
would that leave? About h or 10 months when von Avere not at the 
front ? 

Air. DeAIaio. About that. 

Air. ALvithews. Were you familiar with the details of the retreat to 
the Ebro in April 1938? 

Air. DeAIaio. I am not. 

Air. AIatthews. Did you know that a large number of the American 
soldiers preferred to surrender to the Fascists at the time of that 
retreat than to continue in the service of (he International Brigade? 
Air. DeAIaio. I never lieard of it, and I don’t belieA’e it. 

Air. Lynch. Air. DeAIaio, Avhen did you return to the United States? 
Air. DeAIaio. Sometime in Alarch 1939. 

Air. Lynch. And did you return on a ])assport or not ? 

Air. DeAIaio. I object; I refuse to ansAver. 

The Chairman. You refuse to answer that? 

Air. DeAIaio. I refuse to ansAver. 
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The Chairman. On what 

Mr. DeMaio. On the grounds previously stated. 

The Chairman. It will tend to incriminate you? 

ilr. DeMaio. That is right. 

The Chairivian. Is that right? 

Mr. DeMaio. That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. What ship did you return on? 

ISIr. DeMaio. I refuse to answer that on the same ground. 

Mr. Lynch. At what port did you land? 

Mr. DeMaio. I landed in the port of New York. 

Mr. Lynch. And where were you educated, Mr. DeMaio? 

Mr. DeMaio. In Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Lynch. Did von graduate from high school ? 

INIr. DeMaio. I did not. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you attend high school ? 

Mr. DeMaio. I did. 

jMr. Lynch. Which hi^h school ? 

Mr. DeMaio. Mr. Chairman, may I ask what that has to do with 
this investigation? 

The Chairman. Do you object to answering that question—what 
high school you attended? 

Mr. DeMaio. (No answer.) 

Mr. Lynch. Do you know what high school you attended? 

Mr. DeMaio. I refuse to answer that question. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you go under the name of Anthony DeMaio at 
that time? 

Mr. DeMaio. I did. 

Mr. Lynch. And you spelled it D-e-M-a-i-o, is that correct? 

Mi\ DeINIaio. That is correct. 

]Mr. Lynch. And what was your address at the time you went 
abroad in this country? 

Mr, DeMaio. I believe it was—^I refuse to answer that question. 

The Chairman. On the ground it tends to incriminate you? 

Mr. DejMaio. That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you have a witness to your passport application 
when you obtained a passport? 

Mr. DeMaio. I refuse to- answer. 

Mr. Schwab. Mr, Chairman, in order to save time I would appre¬ 
ciate getting through with my last witness here so we could all leave. 
And I think the witness has indicated clearly that he won’t answer 
anv questions pertaining to the passport. 

Mr. Lynch. Now, ilr. Chairman, the section of the law, for the 
benefit of counsel who never heard of it, is section 103 of the Revised 
Statutes, says: 

Mr. Schwab. Nothing in that statute, Mr. Chairman, that refers 
to- a constitutional right that everybody in America knows about— 
nothing about refusing to testify on the ground that it ma}^ incrimi¬ 
nate him. 

Mr. Lynch. Now, the next section : 

No testimony given l)y a witness before either TTonse or before any committee 
or by the Houses of Congress shall be used as evidence in any criminal pro¬ 
ceeding against him in any court except in the prosecution for perjury com¬ 
mitted in giving such testimony. 
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I ask tlie chairman, in view of these two statutes, to direct the 
witness to answer the questions which lie heretofore refused to 
answer. 

The Ciiaiu:max. Well, that is a matter that the committee will 
have to foiv^o for the time bein^. We will have to consider that. 

^Ir. ^Ia'itiifavs. I have one more question to ask the witness, ilr. 
De^Iaio, did you know Bernard Ades in SpaiiW 

^Ir. DeMaio. Spell that last name^ 

Mr. Matitiews. A-d-e-s—Bernard Ades. 

Mr. DeMaio. 1 did not know him. 

Mr. ]\Iaitiiews. Did you know Major Galleani? 

Mr. DeMaio. I heard of him; I don’t know him. 

]\Ir. Ma'ithews. AVhat was his position in Spain? 

^^Ir. DiAIaio. a major, that is all 1 know. He was never connected 
with any unit that I was connected with. 

Mr. M.vitiiews. But you do know he was in Spain ? 

Mr. De^NIaio. I took that for granted. 

^Jr. ^Iatthews. The next witness is ]\Iajor Galleani, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. SciiwAn. I was here all day yesterday—I had a matter on— 
there is one more of my witnes.ses here and I tliink as a courtesy to 
me, if for no other reason, you should not make me stay over or 
come back and I think- 

The Ciiairmax. Major Galleani. 

Mi‘. Schwab. ]May I say this, I have to be back tonight. I was 
figuring on making the next plane. 

^Ir. De^ipsey. You are not under subpena. 

l\Ir. Schwab. I am an attorney, and I am asking a courtesy. 

The CiiAiR:NrAX. We have to proceed in order. We will take that 
up in a few minutes. 

Mr. Schwab. Will you hear this witness today? 

The Chairmax. I Avill have to confer with counsel with reference 
to this witness. What witness is it you have? 

Mr. Schwab. JeiTV Cooke. 

The CiiAiRMAx. MY will take that up in a few minutes. 

TESTIMONY OF HUMBERTO GALLEANI, FORMER MAJOR, SPANISH 

LOYALIST ARMY 

The CiiAHaiAx. Baise your right liand. Do you solemnly swear 
to tell the truth, the Avhole ti’uth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Ml-. Galleaxi. I do. 

.Mr. Ma TTiiEws. AVhat is your full name? 

^Nlr. Galleaxi. Humberto Galleani. 

.Mr. Ma'ithews. AVhat is your addi-ess, ]\fr. Galleani? 

Mr. Gallpuxi. *2 "West Fifteenth Street, Xew Y^ork. 

Mr. Mayj’iieavs. Mr. Galleani, I show you a copy of Xewsweek, 
dated July 24, 19^17. On page 10 there is a photograph. Is that a 
photograph of yourself | handing magazine to the witness] ? 

^Ir. Galleaxi. YYs, sir. 

.Mr. Ma'ithews. Fnder the ])hotogi’ai)h are the words; ^Afajor 
Galleani, first United States volunteer.” AVas that the first United 
States volunteer to Spain ? 
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M]*. Galleaxi. Yes, sir. 

Mv. Matthews. I sliow yon a flyer or throw-away with a plioto- 
^i*aph and ask yon if tliat is a photograph of yourself [handing 
papei* to the witness] ? 

Mr. Galleani. Yes. 

Mr, IMa'I’thews. At what meeting were yon s])eaking when tliis 
pliotograph was taken? 

Mr. Gai.leant. I was speaking at the meeting i]i the first anni¬ 
versary of the conflict in S])ain on July 19, 1937. 

M)*. ]\Iatttiews. And there are other photographs on this throw¬ 
away. 1 ask yon if yon can identify this pliotograph [handing 
paper to the witness] ? 

Mi‘. Gallp:axi. Earl Browder. 

Ml*. Matthews. Earl Bi*owder, the general secretary of the Com¬ 
munist Party of the United States? 

]\Ir. Galeeani. Yes. 

]\Ir. Matthews. And wlio is tliis? 

IMr. Ga ELEAXI. Angelo Herndon. 

Ml*. jSIatthews. I show yon a sheet which comes from Life maga¬ 
zine. Here is a picture taken in a field [handing exhiVnt to the 
witness]. 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes. 

Mr. i\lATTHEWS. Is that a photograph of yourself? 

^Ir. Galleaxi. Yes, sir. 

]\Ir. Matthews. AVhere was that taken? 

Mr. Galleaxi. In Alabres, near Madi id. 

]\Ir. JMatthews. In Spain? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes; in Spain. 

I\[r. ]Matthews. Xow, Major Galleani, I show yon a certificate. 
Will you please identify that certificate and state its significance? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Tliat is a certifli'ate given by the ^Ministry of De¬ 
fense—by the Defense ^finistry of Spain, stating that I have served 
In the International Brigade as a major in defense of liberty of 
Spanish people. 

]\ri*. Matthews. Was this given yon at the time you left Spain? 

]Mr. Galleaxi. Yes. And I have another one here. 

Mr. Matthews. This is dated Barcelona, lath of November 1938. 

Mr. Gali.eaxh. xVnd I have another one here. 

Mr. Matthews. This is fiom the iNIinister of Defense. 

Mr. (talleaxi. Yes; awarding the medal of the International 
Brigade to Major Galleani. 

]\Ir. IMatthews. Is this an award for your services? 

]\Ir. Galleaxi. Yes. 

^Matthews. In Spain? 

]\Ir. Galleaxi. Yes. 

^Ir. ]\lATTnEws (reading) : 

As a rownrd for his behavior during the second war for Si)anish inde- 
pendenee, His Exoelleiicy, the Minister of National Defense, has resolved to 
award to yon the medal of the International Brigades, established by circular 
order of ()ctol>er 20, 1088. official journal of the Oovernment No. 27;'C for non- 
Spanish combatants who have .served in said brigades since their formation 
until the date of the said circular order. 

This information I take pleasure in communicating to you in the name'of 
His Excellency, the ^Minister, for your satisfaction and for all purposes. 
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Sipunt iit ‘‘Hnivolona, Xovonihei* la, by the siib^ecretary, 

^‘Antonio Coi'don/' It is adcli'essed to Humberto Galleaui.” 

What was your rank in Spain, iNIr. Galleani ? 

Mr. (rALLKANi. 'Well. I weut to Spain on October 1, 11)30, and as 
the International Ibhpides were in formation at that time, the first 
International Briirades were in formation, and as I am of Italian 
descent 1 was ])ut in (‘onnnand of the Italian battalion of the Inter¬ 
national Bri^atle. 

Mr. MArriiKWs. Did you see service at the front? 

Mr. (tali.eani. Yes. 

Mr. Mattidavs. Mdiat len^ith of seiwice did you liave at the front? 

Mr. Caia^eaxi. 'Well, I was there fi'om October 10, 1930, up to 
April 19, 1937. In 1937 the Spanish Government sent me to United 
States in a lour of propaganda. I went back to Spain in October 
1937—in Sei^teinber, rather, 1937—and was there uj) to the last day. 
I left Spain on Febi uarv 7, 1939. 

Ml*. ]\[a*ithi:ws. Did you have as long a record of service in the 
actual front lines a>- 

Mr. Galleani. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mat^fiiews. As any American who fought in the Si)anish civil 
war ? 

^Ir. Gaeleaxi. I was. AVhen I came back—when I went back in 
October 1937 I was as.signed io tlie general stall of the Fifteenth 
Intei*national Brigade, and I remained with the Fifteenth Inter¬ 
national Brigade until the end of INIarch 1938, when I was trans- 
referred to the regular Spanish army as the commander of a brigade. 

Mr. Matthews. Was there an Abi*aham Lincoln Brigade in Spain? 

Mr. Gaij^eaxi. AVell, in Spain I never heard of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade. The name of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade was 
the Fifteenth International Brigade, and it was the English-speak¬ 
ing bi’igade—that is, a brigade comijosed of English—Battalion 
Fifty-seventh of the Lincoln-Washington, Battalion Fifty-eighth, 
Battalion Fiftv-ninth—it was completely of Spanish peo])le and of 
the Sixtieth Battalion ^MacKenzie-Bapenean. 

^Ir. ]\[attiiews. Xow, were you on tlu* general stall of the Inter¬ 
national Brigade? 

Gaeleaxi. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Wei*e your duties political or military? 

Mr. Gaeeeaxt. Military. 

^Ir. Maithews. Had you had previous military experience? 

Mr. Gaieeaxe Yes. I was an officer in the Italian Armv <lnring 
th<> World War. 

Mr. Matthews. You wei*e an officer in the Italian Army during 
theMYrldWar? What rank did you hold ? 

Mr. (ialleaxi. I was lieutenant and became ca])tain when the war 
dismissed. 

]\Ii*. Maithews. Xow, wlum you volunteered to go to Spain to 
fight with the International Brigade, were yon a membei* of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Gaeleaxi. I was. 

Mr. ^Matthews. How long had you been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Gaeleaxi. 'Well. I had been since the Communist Party started 
the policy of democratic lilierty—of democracy in 1934 oi* 1935. 
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iV[r. IMatthews. What \Yas your purpose in enlisting for service 
in Spain? 

ill*. Galleaxi. I enlisted—first of all, I went to Spain almost 
against the will of the party. The ]iolicy of the pai*ty at that time 
was not to send men to Sjiain. I made iipy ai)plication to the Spanish 
consul to go to S])ain and was warned by the pai*ty if I insisted 
in my application I would be expelled, so I made many requests and 
finally told that if 1 asked, if paying my own fare to go to Europe, 
they will let me go. 

Mr. ilATTiiEws. Then is it correct, as stated in the Newsweek 
ifagazine, that yon were the first volunteer? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes, sir. 

ilr. ilATTHEws. To fight from the United States? 

ill*. Galleaxi. Yes, sir. The other contingent—the first con¬ 
tingent of Americans arrived in Spain about the beginning of 
January 1937. I arriA’ed in Spain October 10, 1936. 

ilr. Matthews. To what extent was your volunteering as the 
first volunteer from the United States to fight in the Spanish civil 
war motivated—by ^viiir experience—dislike of fascism as you had 
known it in Italy ? 

ilr. Galleaxi. Well, I was a political refugee in this country 
since 1921. I had been—was submitted by Fascists to mistreatment 
plenty of times. I had several times plenty of castor oil. I was 
beaten several times and then as a lawyer, I vas not ]:)ermitted to 
practice, and so I had to leave Italy in order to not ho obliged to 
submit to persecution. 

In this country I have always been a militant of the anti-Fascist 
Italians, and I have been foreign editor of the Italian anti-Fascist 
newspaper. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. Was that what led you to join the Communist 
Party, your dislike of fascism, or shall I say your intense dislike of 
fascism ? 

i\[r. Galleaxi. Well, there are many reasons. 

]Mr. Matthews. When you were pei*suaded that the Communist 
Party had embarked on a ]U’ogi*am for the defense of democracy 
was that the reason you joined the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes, sir. 

^fr. ^Matthews. Now, will you please state bi iefly and cleai'ly and 
distinctly as ]iossible what you discovered in Spain Avith reference 
to Russian control of the International Brigade, and I mean by that 
not sin]]ily Communist Party control, but conti'ol from the Soviet 
Union ? 

Mr. Galleaxi. When the International Brigades were foi*med, 
Avhen the International Brigades were foi*med. in October 1936, there 
Avere not yet any Russians in Spain. The first Russian to arrive 
Avas General Ivleber, Avho took command of AAdiat Avas at that time 
the only International Ri‘igade, com])Osed mainly of Fi'emF, Italian, 
German, Polish, and a feAV more nationalities of the Balkan countries. 
After General Klel)ei* arrived. General Lnkacz, Avho had the com¬ 
mand of the Second Bi'igade, that Avas called the TAATlfth Brigade, 
the brigade commanded l)y Genej*al Ivleber aa as (he Eleventh Brigade, 
the bi'igade commanded bv General Lnkacz Avas the TAvelfth Brigade, 
and these Avei*e the tAvo brigades Avho helped a great lot in saving 
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the eity of Madi'id fi-oin the Fascist invasion. At that time in the 
International l^ripide there ^vas really a re^*iine of democracy. 

1 have explained this in many interviews to the press. 

In I ex])lained this in my lecture tour all over the United 

States. And I have said that, for instance, the ])()litical commissars 
at that tiiiK^ wei*e ele(‘ted by the rank and tile. If the rank and tile 
wei’e not satisfied with an ollicer, the oflicei‘ was exonerated befoi'e 
goinix to a combat, A re])ort was called of all the battalioti com¬ 
manders, and they were exonerated, completely—what the action 
w’as to be, what the ])nr])()se of the action, how w^ere the forces of 
the enemy, how many w’ere the firearms that the enemy had at his 
dis])o.sal, and so on. Then the same thino* would happen a<>\‘iin in 
the battalion, who is the commander, the same thino' would happen 
in the company, with the commander of section. That is, that there 
was ]*eally a debate how’ the combat had to be prosecuted and every¬ 
one had the ri^ht to criticize the plan of the command, to make 
j)iopositions and to sometime.s—it happens that even the proposition 
of a sublieutenant are accepted by the <renei‘al command. 

]\Ir. ^Iaitiiew s. How’ lono- did that situation pi*evail I 

Mr. (Iat.leaxi. That situation ])revailed until I left for Ameiaca. 
And 1 have to tell very frankly that 1 never would have come over 
here to make proi^airanda if this w^as not the situation. 

When I come back 1 found that in evei‘v International Brio-ade 
thei’e was a o-reat number of Russian officei‘s wdio wore tlie diioct 
representatives of the Comintern, sent over there, I think, for two 
]n]r])oses: To establisli the strictest connection between the leader 
of the Russians, w^ho-wore in Spain, and also to make a little of 
experience on a real w^ai* because, of course, theio wore many yoiin^ 
oflicers who did not have any ])ractice, you know\ in w^ar. 

Mr. Matthews. You mean the Russian Govei’ument was ti‘ainin<r 
men foi’ a futuio European w’ar on the battlefields of S])ain ^ 

iNIr. Galleaxi. Yes, sir. Of coni’se, all the Inteinational Brigade 
at the time—at the time theio wore o International Briijades, from 
11 to 15—all commanded by oflicers arrivino- from Russia—Eleventh 
by Kleber and Twolfth by Lukacz and the Thirteenth by an Italian 
man w ho bore the name of Krie^er. The Fourteenth w^as under the 
command of Lt. Cole Dumont, a French Communist Party membei*, 
desipiated by Andre ^Slarte. and the .Fifteenth by Vladimir Copic. 
wdio wt\s a foianer deputy in Yugoslavia—an exiled Russian since 
about 8 or 9 years. 

Mr. ^NlAaoTHAVs. Xow% wdio w as General Gall ? 

Mr. Gahleani. General Gall w^as the fii'st commander of the 
Fifteenth International Bri<rade. also Russian. 

]Mr. iMA^mnwvs. And that w^as the bri^ule in wddch the Lincoln 
Battalion- 

]\Ii-. Gaeeeaxi. Yes. At that time the two battalions. Lincoln and 
Washin^^ton—it w^as afterward one, reduced to one battalion. 

^Ii*. ]\Iatthew’s. Xow% I w’ant to come back to that ])resently, ^Nlajoi* 
Galleani, but I would like to ask you if you kneAv Tonv DeMaio 
in Spain? 

]\Ir. GAT.Et:.\xT. Yes. I know’—1 have know'u Tony De^laio. As a 
matter of fact I w’as in chai’oe of the Fifteenth Internatiomil Brigade 
in Grandesa around the 20th of Marcli 1988. wdien a battalion ar- 
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I’ived from the instruction base at Terre^ona. I saw the list of tlie 
men and I saw the name of tliis yonn^ Italian man, so 1 approached 
him and I asked him if he was Italian-born. lie told me he was 
American boiai. I saw that he was a husky youn^ fellow, and I 
told him, ‘AVell, I hope yon will do oood here.’' 

Aftei- about 5 or (> days I went to ins]:)ect the Lincoln Battalion 
and I asked where I)e]\Iaio was. DeMaio, by the way, had the rank 
of sublieutenant at the time. So I learned DeMaio left the battalion 
on a special mission, and I pi*otested with Lopic and told him not 
ri^ht yoiin^ man like DeiNlaio just arrived at the front sent out on 
a mission. The ri;Lrht way to send him to the trenches before and 
.see what he could do in the trenches and then send him on special 
mission. 

Later on I found out DeMaio had been put in chai’^e of the Inter¬ 
national Brigade prison at Castle de Fells, near Barcelona. 

Mr. ^NlAinmEws. Did you hear De^NIaio’s testimony ^ 

Mr. Galleani. I did not hear it completely, the testimony. 

INlr. ^Mat'ihews. But you testify that you learned that DeMaio was 
|)laced in charge of the prison foi* the- 

IMr. Galleani. At Castle de Fells. And when I left Barcelona at 
the end of January, just a couple of days before the Fascists arrived 
in Barcelona, at the railroad station at about 15 kilometers from 
Barcelona, I don't remember the name just now, I met DeMaio with 
his |)risoners—he had about, oh, I don't know—I can't estimate—180 
or 200 prisoners- 

Mr. IMA^miEws. In his chai’^e? 

Galleani. In his charge. And I talked to him, and as I know 
what military disci])line is, I asked liim the permission to see .some 
of the Italian jn-isoners who had been in the formatit)n of tlie Gari¬ 
baldi Battalion. So I saw two oi* three of the ])risoners—a man by 
the name of Ortega and a man by the name of Pero^ina and another 
man by the name of Oloca, and all the three complained to me about 
the brutal treatment that DeiMaio was ^ivinir to the prisoners. But, 
of coui’se, at the time the International Brigade was almost—there 
was no reason for making any way—we were where \ve could not take 
care of a matter of that kind any more. 

Mr , INIatthews. How long was it between the time that you first 
leai'ued that DelNlaio had been placed in cliarge of the piason at Castle 
de Fells and the time you met him on this occasion? 

Mr. Galleani. About—now, I will tell you, fiom the middle of 
April lbo8 to the end of January 1089. 

iMr. ]Maithews. For a period of 8 or 9 months? 

Mr. Galleani. Yes. 

Mr. ISIattiiews. De^Iaio was in clnirge of piasoners? 

INIr. Galleani. Yes, sii*. 

Mr. INIatthews. In Spain? 

INIr. Galleani. In Spain; yes, sir. 

iNIr. INIatthews. Did yon learn of anv individual cases which were 
handled by or nndei* DelNIaio whicli had to do with discipline—even 
with execution? 

Mr. Galleani. Well, I can't say anything about execution. I don’t 
know, I am told that .sevei-al prisoners at Castle de Fells disap- 
])eare(l mysteriously, but I can't say by my pi'oper knowledge any¬ 
thing about the disappearance of anybody. 
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Mr. M.\ttiikws. Wrll, do you know- 

]\[r. (talleaxi. Whnt I ran ttdl, if you will porniit nu% wlmt I can 
Udl is this, that ainoiiij: thr ])ris()iR‘rs which, according' to niy infor¬ 
mation, wiuv mistreated, tliere was a James Dougherty from Detroit, 
yiie-h.- 

Ml*. Matthews. D-o-ii-^-h-e-r-t-y ? 

]\lr. (irALLEAXi. Yes. To whoiii De^Iaio made the thi*eat that lie 
v.’ould ncyer come back to the United States. 1 really doidt know if 
Doii^hei'ty came back to the United States. Other prisoners who 
comjilaiiKHl about the treatment by De^Iaio were Frank Alexandei*, 
Paul Elliott, Robert Quinn, and, of course, these three Italian fel¬ 
lows whom 1 haye named befoi*e. 

I haye been told also that the man whom I knew yery well at the 
brigade by the name of Isenber^ was put in the old—yon haye to 
know the prison was an old monasterA^ and there was a little church, 
of course, with marlile floor and this was the place where the prison- 
ei*s were init who had to be ])nnished—were put without anything 
to sleep in, eyeii without a little straw. They were sleepino- on the 
floor. They were hayinn: yei*y little food. They were forbidden 
even if they had tlie means, of smoking, and so on. 

This Isenber^' was ])nt in the church because it seemed he com¬ 
plained to DeMaio about the treatment he was receiyin^ there and 
about the fact tliat the "iiai’ds were sellini^ tobacco to people who 
had money instead of putting* the tobacco amon^ the prisoners. 

Mr. ^Matthews. IVhat other facts did you learn about the system 
of punishment or to]*tni’e oi* inhumanity ])i‘acticed apiinst prisoners^ 

iNlr. Galleani. Well, let me tell yon, I am absolutely in disfayor 
of any physical punishment, so when another battalion where De]\Iaio 
belonged to come oyer to xVlcahz, I was sent to meet this battalion 
and i was informed for the first time that by order of Maj. Allen 
John.-on the instruction base at Tarragona had a special police and 
the ofheer in (*harge of the battalion told me that he had about 16 
or 17 pi’isoners, most of them guilty of getting di’unk, you know, 
which was yery easy in Si)ain because the wine is yery heayy and a 
great alcoholic content. We were in a yillage which was dominated 
by anarchists, and the anarchists didn't like at all the International 
Ih’igade, so I was particularly zealous that nothing haj^pened that 
gaye to tlie anarchists any i*eason for showing this displeasure for 
the International Drigade. Instead when this little platoon of prison¬ 
ers passed on. I didn't know myself for what reason the man in 
charge began to club them with the blackjack, and they nevei* in any 
other bi'igade in Spain use the blackjack. 

So 1 ran in among these men and this man in charge of the police, 
th(‘ chief of police was so excited that he tried to hit me too with 
the blackjack in spit(‘ I was in unifoim and, of coui‘se, was a snpei’ior 
oilicei*. 

I can tell that they have been using rather bi'utal system against 
men fi'om the |)hysical violence to the universal system of threatening 
for any reason if a man made any criticism. The first thing they tised 
to say was that he was a ]>royocatenr; that he was a defeatist and 
thnaitening to ])ut him again.'*^t the wall. 

Mr. MA'miEWs. Now, was Maj. Allen Johnson in cliai’ge of this 
platoon of prisoners that you saw? 
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Mr. Galleaxi. He Avas not in cliarge of the platoon of prisoners, 
lie was in charge of tlie battalion of the instruction base at Tarra¬ 
gona. He was not Avith this particular battalion. He was remain 
in Tarragona. 

iNIr. iNlATTiiFAvs. Did yon knoAv of the cases of men Avho Avei’e exe¬ 
cuted on the beach at Barcelona for drunkenness? 

^fr. Galleaxi. Well, I heard of it, but I had no ]iarticular Avay— 
I haA^e heard—AAhat I am sure about is the execution of Paul White 
aaTo Avas the qiiaifermaster of the Lincoln-Washington Battalion. 

Mattiieaa^s. Will ATui tell Avhat a^ou knoAv about the executio]i 
of Paul White? 

^Mr. Gali.eaxi. Paul AVhite tried to abandon Spain—he tried to 
leave Spaiii'—AA^e Avere volunteers of liberty—AA^e luul no engagement 
AAdiatsoever AAith the Spanish GoA^eimment and the Spanish Goa^- 
eiaiment has never made any ditliculty to A^olunteer, for a A^olunteer 
Avho AA'anted to leave Spain because they didn't like it any moi'e and 
didn’t Avant to stay hei*e. Instead, tlie policy of the International 
Brigade aajis that no A’olunteer could leave and, as a matter of fact, 
they AA^ere declared deserters, people Avho tried to abandon Spain. 

]\fany, many time it happen that ])eople to AAdiom the Inteimational 
Brigade forbade to leaA^e Spain, AA’ent to the Ministry of War there 
and they AAx^re immediately dischai*ged from the ai*my and sent back 
to their country. 

So, in the case of Paul White, accoi’ding to my information, he 
was ai’i'csted on the Pyrenees AA'hile he AA'as ti’ying to get out of Spain. 
There Avas, of course, a mock tidal, you knoAA^—it AA^as very easy to 
make mock tidal in the International Brigade, and after a couple of 
days this rather ironical communication AA^as made to the battalion, 
that for unanimous decision of the battalion the Aailunteer Paul 
White had been executed. This was communicated at the battalion 
Avho should haA^e giA^en the sentence and Ave didn't knoAV^ anything 
about it. 

]\Ir. ]Mattheavs. Did you knoAA^ that Paul White’s real name Avas 
John Quincy Adams? 

Mr. Galleaxi. I don't knoAV his real name. I liaA^e no name but 
Paul White. 

Mr. VooRHis. Just a minute. It seems to me that is A^ery iiU’ 
portant. As I understand your testimony it is that the men serA’- 
ing in the International Brigade had never taken any obligation to 
the Spanish GoA^ernment ? 

^Mr. Galleaxi. XeAer. 

Mr. VooRins. That the Spanish GoATrnment’s attitude aars that 
AvlieneATi* they wanted to leaA^e they AAere free to do so? 

^Ir. Galleaxi. Sure. 

]\Ir. VooRiiis. But that the policy of the International Brigade 
itself AA as quite the opposite? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes, sir: quite the opposite. 

Mr. VooRiiis. Well, aaIio AAas responsible for that policy on the 
part of the International Brigade? 

Mr, Galleaxi. IVell, the International Brigade Iuiat been most of 
the time almost a autonomous formation in the Spanish Army, de¬ 
pending more by the political conti’ol of the Comintern than by 
the (ioA^ernment. There aa^is a big political hieraivhy that started at 
the top AAutli the so-called Internatioiial Commission of Control 
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headed hy a Kiissiaii Avonian, and where the representatives of tlie 
Cominnnist Party of all the eountrv were represented iVoin the Com- 
niission of Control. The iiower was goino- to a so-called coininis- 
sioii—])olitical-inilitarv coininission of the S])anish Conimunist 
Party, which, however, was a rubbei' stamp in tlie case of the Inter¬ 
national Commission of Conti'ol. 

Then every party—every Cominnnist Party there had a member 
of the centi’al committee—a delegate of the central committee. In 
the case of the Fifteenth International Brigade the American Central 
Committee was represented by liobei-t Minor; the English Communist 
l^irty was represented by Bust, and the Canadian Communist Party 
was represented by Taylor. 

]Mr. ^Iaitiiews. Mr. (Jalleani, I want to make that perfectly clear. 
Are you sure that Kobert ]Minor was in charge of the affairs for the 
American Communist Party? 

]\Ir. Gallj-:axi. Well, I can tell you positively that no change in 
the high command of the brigade or in the political commissariat or 
bi'igade could take place without the consent of Robert ilinor. 

Idle CiiAimiAX. So that the International Brigade was completely 
controlled by the Communist Party? 

^Ir. Galleaxi. By the Communist Party: yes. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Xow, did you finish with the information which 
you had on the execution of Paul White ? 

]Mr. Galleaxi. This is all I know of the execution of Paul White. 

]Mr. Matthews. Do you know where he was executed or by whom? 

Mr. Galleaxi. He was executed in oMarsan (?) and by whom, 
according to my information, by a Xew York young man who was 
known at the brigade by the name of Ivan. 

^Nlr. ilATTHEWS. I-v-a-n? 

Mr. Galleaxh. I-v-a-n. Xow, I have to tell that before leaving 
Spain no special police of the type of G. P. U. was existing in Spain. 
At the rerpiest of one of the Russian chiefs at the time the Defense 
Ministrv of the Lovalist (xovernment instituted the thing which was 
vailed S. I. M.- 

yir. ilATTHEWS. What is the English equivalent of that? 

ilr. Galleaxi. The Intelligence Service. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. Soviet Intelligence Service? 

]Mr. Galleaxi. Yes. 

]Mr. ^Iattiiews. Xow. Mr. Galleani, would Robert itinor have any¬ 
thing to say about disci]ilinarv cases or executions? 

]\Ir, Galleaxi. I don't think an execution—I don't think he had 
ever been asked about the executions. The execution was made 
without even asking him. but he had supervising power, as I told you, 
in every change of superior officer and he was in contact with the 
International Commission of Control. 

Mr. Maithews. Xow, did you find on your second period of stay 
in Spain- 

]\rr. Galleaxi. Well, I was talking—pardon me, if I interrupt— 
I was talking of this S. I. M., as we say in Spanisli, this S. I. was 
a kind of intelligence service which inquired undoulitedly to be exe¬ 
cuted by some very responsible man. Instead of that the Fifteenth 
International Brigade was in charge of a young man about 21 or 
22 years old. Very excitable and who tried to show that he was a 
tough guy, so this man. this Ivan, made the inquiry on the case of 
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Paul White and reported that Paul White had tried to desert and 
so on. And I have been told that he had been in command of the 
tiring squad. 

Mr. iSfATTHEws. Did you know anything about the case of a man 
named Tachus ? 

Mr. (xALLEANi. Well, these are two brothers, Joe and Jolui, to 
whom DeMaio made threat that they would never come back to the 
Ihiited States. 

Mr. Matthews. DeMaio threatened them they would never come 
back to the United States? 

Jlr. Galleani. Yes. Xow. I don't know if they retuiTied or not. 

Mr. IMattiiews. Did you know a case of a man named Modesto? 

Mr, Gaeefani. Well, ilodesto. ^lodesto was one of the highest 
ranking officei's of the Spanish Army. He was lately in command 
of the Army of the Ebro. He was the general even if lie didn’t cariT 
the rank of general. He was a colonel, but he was the one who 
prei)ared the ciossing of the Ebro in July 1938. 

Mr. JNIatthews. And did he return to Kiissia ? 

Mr, Galeeani. He was a youngei* man who had been at the mili¬ 
tary school in Kussia and he was put in charge of the command 
of one of the battalions of the Fifth Kegiment, which was the com¬ 
munist formation of the First Spanish Militia. 

^Ir. Matthews. Did you know Fred Keller in Spain? 

Mr. Galleani. Yes; very well. 

]Mr. Mattehews. What did you know about Kellei‘’s activities? 

Mr. Galleani. Well, to use a very mild expression, Fred Keller was 
a bad boy. He undoubtedly—he had no sense of responsibility neces¬ 
sary to be a political commissai- of a battalion, and when I had Fred 
Keller under my command, jiarticularly when we moved the brigade 
in train from near Teruel to Valencia, I had to complain about Fred 
Keller for several reasons, which we will explain, and after my report 
to the lieutenant colonel and the political commissar of the brigade, 
Fred Kellei* was exonerated from the charge by the political com¬ 
missar of the battalion. 

Xow, I want to mention two cases. He was the one who was en¬ 
couraging the men to do a little vandalism, you know. For instance, 
we arrived with the train near Segundo and the ti'ain was stuck in 
the field. There was a mai‘velous orange garden. There was the 
more severe order that we didn’t touch anything of the fruit of the 
Spanish peasants. He released all the men of the battalion and they 
went to rob a great quantit}’ of oranges Avhich belonged to poor 
working men. 

On the retui-n to Barrajas we were waiting the oi'der from the 
division where we had to go and there was in the office of the station 
master waiting for a telephone, one of the Spanish sergeants came 
over and com])lained to me that he was on guard of a wagon of a 
fruit train and that the |)olitical cf)mmissar with a bunch of men 
went there to rob 8 bottles of cognac and about 20 or 25 cases of corn 
beef—canned corn beef. 

]\Ir. ^Mat'hiews. Was that political commissar Fred Keller? 

Mr. Galleani. Yes, sir. So I called Keller and I told- 

What is tho matter, Keller? What do you think yon are? What is this idea. 
This man has been put in eharj^e of a f?nar(l over a ^vagon and, of course, he is 
responsible. How can he justify that pcaitical eommissai' of the International 
P>rigade gave the order to rob these things fi'om the Avagon. 
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So T o()in[)ellcHl KellcM* to ^ivo hack the co^aiac but. unfortunately, 
the cognac was about ‘20 gallons and unfortunately bottles had dis- 
appeai’ed. A couple of hours later almost all of the men of the bat¬ 
talion Avere diaink. That was a bi<r danirer because we were at the 
front and we were near the enemy, and the battalion could have 
been called to action at any moment. 

^fr. Matttieavs. Did yon say that Fred Keller had been discharged 
at one time^ 

Mr. (Iaixeaxt. He was exonerated. The ])i-oof is this: This fact 
occurred on Februai’v 1088. 

^Ir. ]\L\ttiieavs. You used the Avord '‘exonerated.” I think you 
mean the opposite? 

^li’. (tai.leaxi. X(k exonerated. He was taken away from the 
chai’ge. 

]\Ir. ^Iat'i'hkws. IVell, that means the opposite^ 

Mr. Haleeani. This is the S])anish expression—“exonerated." 

Mr. ]\lArrTiEws. You mean relieved of duty^ 

Mr. Halleaxi. Relieved of duty: yes. Xow^ as proof of this, 
later on, I.") days or a little more later, when the Belchite action 
took i)lace and tlie commander of the Lincoln Battalion, the political 
commissar of the Lincoln Battalion were killed in action, the com¬ 
mander of the base was Dave Rees from Patei'son, X. J., and the 
political commissar was Pai*ker from Boston. 

After the death of Pai*ker the political commissar of the battalion 
for a few Aveeks Avas ,lohnnie Hates, political commissar of the 
Lincoln Battalion, so this i)roA’ed that Fred Keller had been relieved 
from his duty. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. AVell, uoav, Avas he relieAa^d for the reason- 

^fi. (Lm.i.eaxi. He A\as relicATcl by order of Dave Doran, and 
as there Avas not a Avay in S])ain in the International Brigade to 
send a man to a loAA'er charge, he Avas j)ut—he Avas assigned to the 
]iolitical commissariat staff of the brigade. 

Mr. ^Iatttieavs. Did you knoAv Milton AVolff^ 

Mr. (jalleaxi. Yes. 

Mr. ]Maitiieavs. IVhat Avas his connection Avith yoiD 
Mr. (taixeaxt. 1 haA\‘ a high (‘stimation of ^liltoii AVoltf. ^Nfr. 
Wollf is a young man. He has no gi‘eat experience. He has been 
courageous. He has a shoAv of good Avill at all times. The only 
thing that ^Ir. Woltl' has is this, that he is a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party and as a member of the Communist Party, he has a 
sense of disci])line and of obeyance to his party leadei's, Avhich many 
times make him commit gieat mistakes. 

Mr. MA'niiEAAS. Did you knoAv J. Cordon Honevcombe in Spain? 
^fr. (jalleaxi. Yes. He was a lainner or a chief runner of the 
brigade. 

Mattiieavs. Did you knoAV him to have experiimce at the 

front ? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes. He had been at the front. He had been at 
the front. Pie had been at the fiont at Teruel and Belchite and 
other ])laces. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. You knoAv that he Avas at the front in those 
actions ( 

I\Ir. Galleaxi. Yes, sii*. 
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]Mr. ^NTattiiews. Do you know Phil Bard in Spain? 

]\Ir. Gallfani. Yes; but he didn't partic‘i])ate any longer in tlie 
briiiade. Pie had been wounded and he had come back to the brigade 
just for a few days but didn’t take any particular service. 

Mr. IMattiiews. Xow, wliat were the activities of Browder in 
Spain, which came to your attention? 

Mr. Galleani. MYll, I saw Phirl Browder in Spain wlien we left 
Yeruel just to go to Valencia in that famous expedition where P'red 
Keller committed those abuses. P]arl Browder spoke to the men of 
the Lincoln Brigade in a field near the station whei-e we were stop¬ 
ping, and he told to the men—this is what I can’t exactly remember, 
that he had to complain because he had heard that tlie American 
boys in Spain had taken the role of imperialists that was not in 
compliance with the direction of the Communist Party. 

^Ir. ]\rAT^riiEWS. Did he say anything about American boys being 
required to stay in Spain until the end of the war? 

Mr. Galleani. Yes; he did. He declared that they had to stay in 
Spain until the war was finished. 

Mr. jMatthews. Do you know whether or not many of the Ameri¬ 
can boys were promised thev would be repatriated after 6 months? 

Ml’. Galleani. I don't know about this, because I was not in Amei*- 
ica when the engagement took place. I know, however, that this 
promise had been made to the English volunteers who came over to 
Spain and the English volunteers who came over to Spain had been 
promised that they would be released after 6 months. But in spite 
of their insistence, many of them who asked to be relieved were not 
relieved and 1 think there were two Phiglish boys, a sergeant and a 
soldier, tried to pass to the Fascist lines because they knew that this 
was the only way to get back to England, and they were surprised 
and they were executed immediately. 

iMr. jMattiiew's. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party 
promised any volunteers for Spain who were in the United States 
illegally that if they went to Spain that the party would see that they 
got back to the United States? 

Mr. Gaittiani. That is a very, very sad story—one of the stories 
which have promjited me to come here to tell the truth, because I 
think that the treatment of these boys has been a criminal one. 

There were when we left the concentration camp, because I have 
been in the concentration camp in France—there were about 100 
American residents who were illegally in this country. 

The Chaieman. The United States? 

Mr. Galleani. In the United States. "When they were sent to 
Spain the pai’ty knew that these men were illegally in this country 
and they guaranteed to them that they would take care of their 
return to the United States when the war in Spain would be finished. 

The Chairman. How were they going to do that? 

Mr. Galleani. Xow, I don’t know how. but they promised that. 
So when we were released from the concentration cam]) and brought 
over to Le Havre, really a step had been taken in order to see if it 
was possible to send back these people to the United States, but the 
step taken met with a refusal, and an absolute refusal on the part of 
the State Department and the Department of Labor, so these men 
were stranded in Le Havre and it cost the committee $1 a day. 
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Finances Avore v(m-v poor. The friends of tlie Lincoln Brioade decided 
tliat this man and the othei* one had to be disposed of and they ^vere 
disposed in this way: If yon Avere sent to Belgium, to AntAverp, or 
sent to ^Mexico: if you aattc sent to Cuba and if you Avere bi*ought to 
the Lbiited States illegally Avith this particular oi*der— 

yon iro on sinli and such a boat. Yon bide yours(*lf for a connlo of days and 
after a couple of days yon i)resent themselves to the commaiuler of the boat. 
Yon tell him that yon were former volunteer in Spain and he Avill make yon 
Avork and yon will arrive at PUlis Island. When yon arrive at Ellis Island we 
will take care of yon. 

When these people arrive at Ellis Island nobody took care of them 
and they I'emained at Ellis Island 5 or 6 or 7 months, Avhile it Avas 
granted to them as they Avere anti-Fascist—most of them from Fascist 
country Avhere their life Avoiild be in danger if they had to return. 
Thoy Avere granted the right to be shipped aAvay to another country 
but to ship them aAvay to another country they had, of course, to have 
money—it required money and the party never aa anted to spend 1 cent 
for these jieople. 

XoAv, I Avant to make this clear, that friends of the Lincoln Brig- 
ad(' and noAv the A’eterans of Lincoln Brigade are completely identi¬ 
fied Avith the Communist Party. When the party say: ^We, the 
friends of the Lincoln Brigade,” or “the A’eterans of the Lincoln 
Brigade,” say they haAT no money that means that the party has 
refused to give them money, and they really thouglit at that time 
that the partA’i had no money. 

But AA'hen they found out, for instance, that after 10 oi* 15 days the 
party AA*as paying a full-page ad in the XeAv York Times for the 
XeAv Classes, they found out tliey had money but they didn’t Avant to 
pay the money for the men aaTo sacrificed themselATS in S])ain. 

^Ir. ^Iattiifavs. Xoav. do you knoAv anything about hoAv passports 
AATre obtained for the men AAdio Avent to Spain? 

Wr. Galle.\xi. That is a big mystery hoAV the passpoi'ts Avere ob¬ 
tained. I don't knoAv. As I told you, I left AAdien nobody liad left. 

^Ir. ilATTiiEAVs. Do you knoAv any irregulai'ities- 

]\[r, Gallkaxt. I Avant to explain to you this, that, of course, the 
order from Russia to form the International Brigade Avas dated 
around the beginning of Octobei*. 

^h\ Wattiieavs Do vou mean thei*e Avas an order from Rmssia to 
form the International Biagade? 

]\Ir. Galleaxi. Yes: to foian the International Brigade and the 
Communist PartA^—the Communist Party of France staffed to en¬ 
gage the volunteers but, of course, it Avas easy in France to engage 
A’olunteers becan.^ie it cost only a fcAV francs to send them to Spain. 

Instead the Communist Party here had to s]Kmd about $150 for 
each pei'son they Avere sending to Spain and they had to collect money 
before being ready to send the men OATr there. That is AAdiy the 
Americans started to lea at only at the end of December. 

iNfi-. AfAniiEAvs. Do you knoAv anything about any passport irreg¬ 
ularities^ 

]\rr. Galeeaxi. Well, I knoAV that several of the American boys 
arriA'cd there, Avho Aveie American passports—tin' Ann'rican pass¬ 
ports Avere taken aAAay fi‘om them at Figueras. That is a city near 
the French border. They say that this passiiort aauII be ti-ansferred 
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to Albaeete. Then went from the base of tlie International Brigade, 
move from Albacete to Barcelona when the Fascist forces were about 
to cut the load. They said: ''These ])assports will be shipped on a 
truck from Albacete to Barcelona and that this truck had been 
captured hy the enemy.” 

Well, the fact is that the ])assi)orts were never found any more. 
T can tell you, howevei', that at the time the transfer of the base 
was made from Albacete to Barcelona, the base of the International 
Brigade had no trans])ortation by railroad so it seems the capture 
was a little like a funny stuff. 

Mr. Mati'miavs. Now. what hajipened to the pass])orts? 

Mr. Gali.eani. Well, they were never found any longer and when 
the boys asked for their passports they were told that the passports 
were lost during the retreat. 

Mr. Matthews. Will yon please state whether or not you discov¬ 
ered that the Russian Army methods, including political commissars 
and ])arty representatives and party propaganda meetings, educa¬ 
tional methods, and so on, was completely incorporated in the Inter¬ 
national Brigaded 

Ml-. Galleani. Completely; completely; but as I told you, not at 
the vei-y beginning. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. But ultimately it was com])letely incorporated? 

Mr. Galleani, Com]detely; completely. Now f will tell you, for 
instance, the political commissar, at least for the minor units like a 
company or battalion, should have been elected by the rank and file, 
but they were all the time elected by the top. That is, the battalion 
by the brigade commissar, who was naturally asking the advice of 
the secretary of the party that was acting in every unit of the Inter¬ 
national Brigade. 

Mr. Matthews. ^Ir. Galleani, are you now a member of the Com¬ 
munist Pai'ty? 

Mr. Gaixeant. No. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. How did you leave the Communist Party? 

I\Ir. Galleani. Well, when I—I didn’t continue my membership 
in the CommnnivSt Party in Spain because I saw that there was many, 
many faults. The proof is that I asked to leave the Inteniational 
Brigade and to go into the regular Spanish Army because in the 
regular S]ianish Aiany there was not such a political machine as 
there was in the International Brigade. So my belonging to the 
Communist Paily ended in November 1938. 

The Chairman. You joined the Communist Party here in the 
United States? 

Mr. Galleani. In 1935, 1 think; at the end of 1934 or the beginning 
of 1935. 

The Chair^ian. What were you informed as to the membership 
in the party at that time? 

^Ir. Galleani. Well, I really didn’t have much activity because of 
the fact I was a foreign editor of a daily and I was excused from 
the activity of the party. 

When it came to this, only the last 3 or 4 months before going to 
Spain I was put in charge of the Latin Division of the American 
Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born. 

Mr. jNIatthews. You were placed there by the American Committee 
for the Protection of the Foreign Born? 
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Mv. Gaixeant. Yes, sir. 

.Mr. ^Iat'iiiews, Do you know who the head of the Committee for 
tlie Protection of tlie Foreign Born is—do you know who the national 
ollicers of that organization are^ 

Mr. (lALLEAxi. AVell, at the time the chairman was Herman Keis- 
si^^ The secretaiy was Dwight ^lor^an and later- 

The CuAiKAtAx, AVas that organization in control of the Commu¬ 
nist Party ^ 

Ml*. Galixaxi. Sure. 

The Ciiaueaiax. They directed the control of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Galeeaxi. Sure. 

Mr. MArrHEws. You were assigned by the party to that organiza¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. Galleaxi. Yes. 

Mr. ^Iattiip:ws. In Spain, did you see any Russian aviation units2 

The Chatemax. Parclon me. Is that the same organization that 
juet here in AVashington recently? 

iMr. AIaxphews. That is correct. 

The Chair^iax. At the Annapolis Hotel? 

Mr. Matthews. 1 don't know what hotel. 

The Ciiaikmax. And you say that the party was in complete control 
of that organization ? 

^Ir. Galleaxi. Yes, sir; positively. 

The Chaik.max. AVhat was the purpose of the organization? 

^Ir. Galleaxi. AATll, now, I will tell you. At the time the xVmerican 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born was really defending 
pitiful cases t)f aliens who were put under their protection and many 
of the.^e cases were political cases of refugees who have been in danger 
if they were retinaied to their native country. It was taking care of 
those so as to obtain a way to transfer them to other countries. 

Later on while the war in Spain, I have been told, that the main 
activity of tlie American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign 
Born is now to legalize the aliens who were illegally in this country— 
legalize them by sending them outside of the United States and making 
them reenter into the United States. 

ilr. AIatthews. Did you ever see any Russian aviation in action in 
Spain ? 

:\Ir. Galleaxi. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Were they thei'e from near the beginning of the 
war ? 

Mr. Gallfwxi. Oh, yes. They arrived there—not at the very begin¬ 
ning of the war, but they arrived there around the middle of October 
or the end of Octobei*. As a matter of fact, they were there—there were 
Russian aviators there when the defense of Madrid took place in 
Xovember 193G. 

Mr. AIati’hews. And still there in 1038 when the war was over? 

Mr. (Lmxeaxi. Yes. They were still Russians in 1038. But this 
is one of the tilings that we could never explain. Ai’ound the month 
of June 1038 all the high officers sent to Sjiain by Russia was returned 
to Russia. They were explaining that this wa}^: A ])articular order 
of the Spanish Government who wanted all the units undei* command 
of the Spanish officers, but their exjilanation was denied by the fact 
that the commander of the Forty-fifth Division, who was a German, 
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and the commander of the Forty-fifth Division was in retreat and in 
June 1938 tlie Iielp of Eussia to Spain began to become something very 
very inconsiderable. 

Mr. Matthews. How long were yon in charge of the Latin-American 
Division or, was it the Latin Division? 

Mr. (taleeani. Latin Division of the American Committee for the 
Protection of Foreign Born. I was in charge about 4 or 5 months. 

Tlie ChiAiRMAx. I think tliat is all. 

Mr. JMatthews. That is all. 

The Chairmax. All riglit, thank you verv much. 

Who is yoiii’ next witness? 

Mr. Maitiiews. iMr. JMcCnistion. 

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM C, McCUISTION 

The (hiAiRMAX. Eaise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear to 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help vou 
God ? ^ . 

Mr. ilct Aistiox. Yes. 

^Ir. Matthews. Give us your full name? 

Mr. JIcCuiSTiox. M^illiam C. McCuistion. 

INlr. IMattihavs. You have been a witness before this committee 
previously, have you not ? 

Mr. McCuistiox. Yes, sir, T testified as to how I went to Spain 
and why and et cetera. 

IMr. AIatthews. Did you go to Spain to fight in the Loyalist Army? 

Mr. IMcCuistiox. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you sail aboard the same ship with Albert 
Wallach? 

i\Ir. ^McCuistiox. MY were jointly in charge of the group that went 
to Paris. Sailed on Jlarch 27, 1937. 

Mr. Matthews. Is this the passenger list of that sailing? 

(Handing document to the witness.) 

Mr. McCuistiox. Yes. sir. Tlie names marked are the men that 
were in the group, and the ^"X’s” are the ones who are surely dead, 
and the others are the ones that have subsequently showed up. 

]Mr. Matthews. I ask this be marked as an exhibit. 

The Ciiairaiax. It is so ordered. 

(The passenger list referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
‘‘McCuistion Exhibit No. 1, April 4, 1940.”) 

IMr. IMatthews. How many men sailed aboard this ship under the 
charge of yourself and Albert IVallach ? 

Mr. ^McCuistiox. Approximately 24 Americans and 11 Canadians. 

iMr. Mattheavs. This is your name on the passenger list [indi¬ 
cating] ? 

^Jr. jMcCuistiox". YYs, sir. 

Mr. IMatthews. IVilliam McCuistion? 

^Ir. McCuistion. Yes. sir. 

IMi’. Mattiieavs. And the name of Albert IVallach? 

Mr. McCuistiox. In addition to a medical unit Avhich we had 
nothing to do with, that was going to Spain. 

iMr. Matthews. In Spain did you ever see George IMink? 

]Mr. McCuistiox. Only once. 
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Mr. ^Ia'ittifavs. Will you ])loase ivlate the circMiinstaiiees under 
Avhi(‘h yon saw (leorae iMink in Spain? 

^fr. ^fcCi TsTiON. 1 saw (xeorge Mink and "I'ony DeMaio and Cap¬ 
tain Cohn on May 2, IJkkS. in a little cafe—one of the ni(‘er but small 
cafes ou the Kainhla de Catalonia. 1 saw Tony DeMaio kill 2 men 
in tliat caf(‘. 

Mr. iM-MTiiEAVs. AA'ill you please desci-ibe the circumstances? 

Mr. McCrisnox. At that time they were having’ ^ round-up of 
stray^Lt’lers, a general round-u|) of a few of us who were out of the 
})ripule. 1 was in the International Bripide at that time. I was 
carryiiiii’ a ministry of war letter that ])rotected me somewhat from 
the int(*rna(ioiial Brii>'ade ])olice, and we were circulatinu* moi'e or less 
freely, but thei’e were several hundred members of the Inteiaiational 
Briixade that were living' inuler cover in Barcelona, lookino; foi* a 
chance to get away on the ships, and through the help of some in¬ 
fluential Sj)aniai-ds we established a means of stowing these guys 
away in Baicelona and helping them get out of the country. 

AVe helped a large number of French, English, Americans, and 
various othei*s to get out of the country. Several—a number of 
Spaniards hel])ed ns. Es])ecialh’ we were being helptal by the Span¬ 
ish Federation of Labor, which is similar to the Mexican Federation 
of Labor and controlled largely by the anarchists. 

On this occasion we were following DeMaio when he met the other 
two. 

]Mr. VooKiiis. Who is ‘'we’‘? 

Mr. ]\IcCuisTioN. A grou]) of us—some Spaniai-ds and some Cubans 
and myself that were in this group helping guvs out of the country 
that liad legal ])apers to be in Barcelona. 

]Mr. ^Iattiifavs. Can you give the names of any of those peo]de? 

Mr. McCrr^TTox. Yes: I can give the names of several of them. 
One of them was George Heins. Another a boy from Buffalo called 
Kelke. Those are the only Americans that I can remember I'oughly 
by name. I think they are both alive. 

Mr. VooKiiis. Were they with you at this time? 

Mr. McCrisTiox. Yes, sir. And we followed him into this cafe 
and just as we got into the cafe we heai*d the shooting and we naturally 
didn't want to be ai'ound there for fear we would get shot ourselves. 
We knew what was taking place because it was an everyday occurrence 
Avith other groups. 

Jt hadn't been so fT’etpient Avith the American grou])S, but the 
Americati that Avas killed at that time Avas going under the name of 
jMatth(‘Avs. He had a State Dei)artment passport issued under the 
name of Aronofski—I think that AA^as his correct name, but he Avas 
using the name “MattheAA'S'* over there, and he was shot through the 
sidt^—through the temple, right in here [ indicatiiyg]. 

Idle other felloAv Avasn't (piite dead. His name AA'as Moi‘an, an 
Englishman. He Avas taken aAvay to the hospital. Whether he 
died or not, I don’t knoAv. 

.MAmiFAVs. ^yho shot them? 

Mr. iSIcCuisTiox. Tony DeMaio shot them, 
ilr. DiairsEY. Why? 

McCYistiox. Because they Avere stragglers, and because they 
had evidently started an altercation or something Avhen he tried to 
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arrest them, probabl 3 ^ He used it as an excuse. Tliat is wliat he 
later said to me personally, that he had to do it to save his own life, 
but it was I'idiciilous. There were four or five in his i:>arty, but only 
two of them. 

Ml’. VooRiiis. Did you actually see that? 

^Ir. IMcCuistion. I actually saw it. 

Mr. IMattiiews. Was George JMink with him at the time? 

]\Ir. McCuistion. Yes; Geor^^e Mink was with him at the time. 

Mr. Matthews. Was George ]\Iink <>()in^’ under any other name ? 

]Mr. INIcCuistion. George Hirsch—frequently used that name. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Do you know whether Albert Wallach was able to 
get aboard the American steamship Oregon? 

Mr. McCuistion. Yes, sir. Albeit Wallach was stoAved away on 
board the American steamship Oregon with the assistance of seATral 
members of the crew, I think one of them Avas named Samuel Singer. 
He is at pre.sent a member of the sailors’ union of the Pacific coast 
and is in San Francisco at this time. He Avas aboard the ship for 
10 days. He got careless and he came out and Avas taken off the ship 
by Tony DeMaio and others, and placed in prison in Barcelona. 

Mr. INIattheavs. In Avhat prison ? 

Mr. McCuistion. He Avas placed in tlie military prison, either at 
Karl Marx Barracks or up on the hill or at San Sebastian. I don’t 
knoAv Avhich one he aa as placed in. 

]\Ir. JIattheavs. Did you meet DeMaio on any other occasion than 
the one you describe? 

]\Ir. McCuistion. Yes. At one time I Avas placed in military 
charge of the Anglo-Americans at the concentration camp at Camp 
Luukas. They had some there for repatriation and some for dis¬ 
ciplinary action. De^NIaio Avas sent there as a political commissar, 
and I didn’t Avaiit the job very bad anyAvay, and I had the full charge 
of issuing passes, so I issued everybody that aa anted a pass and then 
I Avrote myself out one and left. 

I\Ir. Mattheavs. You Avere trying to assist the men to get aAvay— 
esc a lie ? 

iVIr. McCuistion. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And De^Iaio Avas there at the time, Avas he? 

Mr. McCuistion. Yes. 

iMr, ^Mattheavs. Was he there Avhen you Avrote your oavu ticket 
for leave? 

]\Ir. McCuistion. Xo. 

]Mr. IMattheavs. When did he leave Camp Luukas? 

"Sh\ McCuistion. He left aftei* they brought me back to Camp 
Limkas Avhen all of us Avere transferred togethei’ to Tarragona and 
placed in the disciplinary company in Tarragona under Maj. Allen 
Johnson. And at that time Tony De^Maio Avent into Albacete Avith 
the other bi'ass hats and got himself a job as brigade policeman. 

Mr. ^Mattitieavs. Were you arrested after you attempted to get aAvay 
on that pass? 

]\Ir. McCuistion. Yes. 

]Mr. ]\1attiieav8. And you Avere placed in prison ? 

Mr. ^McCuistion. In Alba(‘ete. 

]Mr. ]MA’miEAVS. Under Allen Johnson ? 

Mr. ^McCuistion. Xo. In Albacete the prison Avas commanded by 
a younger brother of Colonel Copic. He Avas later arrested himself 
for tlieft from the Spanish Govei’innent. 
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]\rr. ^NlA'iTHEWfc?. What was the cliai-^e apxinst yon? Desertion? 

]\Ir. ^IcCrisTiox. The charge was just a conglomeration of charges. 
They nevei- read any ofHcial charges. They just threw you in jail, 
and you stayed there until you got out or were kilted. 

Mr. ]\IaiTHEWS. Do you know of any othei* cases wheie violence 
was used against American boys? 

Mr. ]\[r(\ isTioN. Yes. In the case of Wallach. Tlun-e was vio¬ 
lence used against him a number of times at Camp Luukas. Why, 
one time Tony De^Iaio slapped him around. That w;is after I had 
been lelieved'of any authority and a fellow by the name of Ilowe, 
tlnit is sailing under the name of Jameson, now an active seaman, was 
also beaten up ])retty badly and thrown into ]nison at Chinchilla and 
held there for 4 months under sentence of death. 

Othei* cases of violence were against Virgil Morris. Just any num¬ 
ber tliat I can name. Anothei’ one Fied ^Miller. He is over in 
Baltimore now. 1 think he was subsequently captured and spent a 
3 "ear in the Franco prison. 

ilATTHEWs. Do you kuow the cases of the court martial of two 
Finnish-Americans and one Canadian-Finn? 

Mr. McChnsTioN. Yes, sir. 

Maithews. Do you recall their names? 

Mr. iIcCh'isTiox. Yes. I remember one was named Oskar axid one 
was named Xiemin, and the other was Kul- 

ilr. Matthews. K-n-l-k-s-i-n-e-m ? 

]\Ir. McCi'istion. Something like that. It was a Finnish name, 
I remember. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. What do yon know about those cases? 

]\Ir. M(<h isTiON. They were at a stragglers camp just north of 
Tarragona on the beach. I forget the exact name of the camp, but 
they were bianging all the stragglers in there from Barcelona and 
other points of S])ain, and putting them in this camp and deteianin- 
ing whether they were to be sent to concentration camps, sent to 
prison labor battalions, or sent back to the fiont as ordinary soldiers. 

In addition they had the normal bi’igades—])arts of the brigades 
that had scattered, and they Avei*e re-forming the brigade at this 
place. 

At that time these three fellows, in particular little Xiemi, had 
one of the best records in the whole army over there. They went 
into Tarragona on a drunk, and they were a little bit late getting 
back, and the Spanish guard placed them under ari'est, and they 
broke out of the Tarragona jail and came back and reported in to 
the military command themselves. 

They were given a trial and given 30 days, and then at the instance 
of the political commissars, they were l etired and sentenced to death. 

They drew up some eight or nine hnndi'ed men that were there 
in a thi’ee-cornered fojination facing the beach, and they selected 
18 men at random fi'om the English and xVmericans to act as an 
execution sc|uad—as a firing squad. 

Mr. ^NIaithews. Under whose command Avas that execution squad? 

Ml’. ^b’CrisTiON. T^nde]- the command of a felloAv by the name 
of Sullivan. I don't knoAv him very Avell. But that was the fellow 
that was commanding the squad. And the ambulance brought the 
three men up. They lined them up on the beach. All of us—Ave 
CA^en thought at that time that it Avas just going to be a shoAV and 
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they were going to get u last-minute pai’don or something like that. 
AVe couldn't possibly conceive of any men being killed for going 
out on an ordinary drunk. 

And they lined them up with their backs facing the Mediterranean. 
And took three volleys from the firing scpiad to kill them. And 
Sullivan had to go uj) and shoot them in the head after that—after 
the first two volleys Xiemi was still standing on his feet and holding 
his hands up in the Ked front salute. 

Mr. A ^ooKHis. AVhat was the motive for that? 

Mr. ^IcCuiSTiON. At that time motives were taking place at the 
rate of 25 to 50 a day, and the object to terrorize tlie men so that 
they wouldn’t attempt to desert or wouldn't disobey the military 
commands. 

Mr, A^oorms. Did you see that happen ? 

Air. McCuistion. 1 saw th;it happen ])ersonally. 

Air. A^ooiuiis. About Tony DeAIaio: AVas that the same man that 
testified here today? 

Air. AIcCiustion. That was the same man. lie knows me well, 
lie admitted he knew me on the stand. 

Air. AIattiiews. Did you have any other contacts with Tony De¬ 
AIaio at any time in Spain? 

Air. AlcCnsTioN. In the month of Alay in Barcelona, after this 
other thing happened, why, I was approached by Tony DeAIaio 
and told that Bob Alinor wanted to see me at the Ala jest ic Hotel. 

I went up to the Alajestic Hotel and Bob Alinor and Captain Cohn 
and one or two others were in there and made me a i)roposition if 
I would help round up the guys and break up desertions by ship, 
they would see I got sent home right away. 

I refused it, and I went down the I'ear elevator and took out for 
the border. 

All*. AIattiiews. You testified as to how you got out of Spain? 

All’. AIcCuistion. Yes. 

Air. AIai’tiiews. That is all. 

The Chairman. Any questions? All right, stand aside. 

The committee is sitting now as a subcommittee composed of Air. 
A'oorhis, the chairman, and Air. Alason. 

Air. AIattiiews. The next witness is Gerald Cooke. 

TESTIMONY OE GEEALD COOKE, FOEMER MEMBER, ABRAHAM 

LINCOLN BRIGADE 

The CiiAir.MAN. Raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Air. Cooke. I do. 

Air. AIatthews. Give your full name, please. 

Air. Cooke. Gerald Cooke. 

Air. AIattiiews. AVhere were you born? 

Air. Cooke. United States. 

Air. AIatthews. AVheie? 

All*. Cooke. St. Louis, AIo. 

Air. AIatthews. AA’^hen? 

Air. Cooke. April 30, 191G. 
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Mr. ]\Iattiik\vs. llavr you evei’ ^oiie inuler any other name than 
tlie iiaiiie ‘'(h*ral(l Cookc'’*? 

Mr. C(H)KE. I have not. 

Mr. Matthfavs. IVhen you went to Spain did you travel on an 
Aimu-iean passport t 

Mr. Cooke. 1 did. 

Mr. Mattiiiavs. Mhis it issued in your own name? 

Mr. Cooke. It was. 

Mr. ]\rAi-riiEws. Did it hear a notation it was not oood for travel 
in Sj^ain ? 

Mr. Cooke. It did. 

Mr. ^Iaitiiews. IVluui you applied for that ])assport, wltat did 
you state as the [)ui’pose for your travelino- in Europe ? 

.^^r. Cooke. I don't recall. 

:dr. Mat THEWS. It did not include a visit to Spain, however. You 
did not state your pui‘pose was to visit Spain for any reason? 

Ml-. Cooke. T did not. 

Mr. Matthews. You knew that you were ^oin^ to Spain, did 3^ou, 
when you applied for your passport? 

Mr. Cooke. I did. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. AVhatevei* reason it was that you gave them it was 
a false one; is that correct? 

^Ii‘. Cooke. I don't recall what I said. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. How long were you in Spain? 

Mr. Cooke. Nineteen months. 

Mr. MArniEws. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Ml'. Cooke. T am not. 

^Ir. Matthews. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

^Ir. Cooke. T have not. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Have you ever been a member of the Young 
Communist League? 

Ml'. Cooke. I have not. 

Mr. Matthews. 'What is your present position or occupation? 

.Mr. Cooke. I am—you mean what is my employment ? 

Mr. ^SIaithews. Yes. 

Mr. Cooke. I am enij)loyed by the organization of which I am a 
member. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. Now, what is the organizatioiC 

Mr. Cooke. Veterans of th(‘ Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

Mr. ^Matthews. What is your position in the Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

^Ir. Cooke. I am the national secretary. 

Mr. Matthiavs. Mr. Keller, I think it was, this morning testified 
about an association of some w organizations. I don't remember 
the exact name of the association. Can you give us the name of that 
association ? 

Mr. Cooke. What association is that? 

Mr. Matthews. It was an association of some oT organizations 
which he said were the auspices for ])icketing in front of th(‘ French 
consulate in New York recently. Do you know the name of the 
organization ? 
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Mr. Cooke. The Emerp^ency Cunfereiioe to Save the Spanish Eef- 
iigees ^x{\s set up and it consisted of some 50 organizations, of which 
the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade is a part. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. Do you have any position in that organization? 
jNIr. Cooke. Xo. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Or in that conference? 

Ml*. Cooke. I do not. 

Mr. ^Matthews. You were siibpenaed to appear before this com¬ 
mittee as an officer of the Veterans of the xVbi*aham Lincoln Brigade, 
were you ? 

Mr. Cooke. I was. 

]\Ir. INIattiiews. Were you required by the subpena to bring any 
records of any kind? 

Mr. Cooke. I believe the subpena read something about records 
in some organization. It did not name any organization. 

]\Ir. oNIattiiews. Xow, where were you sei’ved this subpena? 

Mr. Cooke. In the doorwav of the magistrate court in the city of 
New York. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. You did not biing any records? 

]\Ir. Cooke. I did not. 

^Ir. Matthews. Of the organization with you? 

^Ir. Cooke. I did not. 

The Chaikman. Have you the subpena? 

Mr. Lynch. Yes. 

(Mr. Schwab handing paper to ]\Ir. Lynch.) 

]\Ir. Schwab. Will that subpena be returned to me? 

Mr. Lynch. Certainly. Do you have record of the organization 
of which you a)*e a member? 

]Mr, Cooke. Have I what ? 

Mr. Lynch. Kecords of the organization of which you are a 
membei’ ? 

Mr. Cooke. What do you mean? 

Mr. Lynch. Is that question plain to you, ]\Ir. Cooke, or not? 

^Ir, Cooke. No; it is not. 

Mr. Lynch, What is your position? 

Mr. Cooke. I am the national secretary of the Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

Mr. Lynch. Do they have any records? 

Mr. Cooke. They do not, 

]\Ir. Lynch. No records at all? 
i\Ir. Cooke. No. 

The Ctiatbman. They have a record of membership? 

]\Ir. Cooke. They do not. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Do 3^011 have a bank account? 

IVIr. Cooke. We do. 

i\rr. ^Iatthews. Do vou have any financial records ? 

]\rr. Cooke. We have. 

i\Ir. ^[atttiews. Then you do liave records? 

]\Ir. Cooke. I misunderstood the question then. 

]\Ir. ]\Iattheavs, He asked you if you had any records and you 
said “none at all.” 

^Ir. Cooke. In my capacity I have no records; no. 

^Ii\ Lynch. Who has the records? 

]\Ir. Cooke, The financial records? 


UN-xVMEKICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7833 


]Mr. Lynch. Yes. 

]\Ir. Cooke. The iinaiicial records are in charge of the bookkeeper. 
IMr. Lynch. Who is the bookkeeper? 

.Mr. Cooke. An eni])lovee of the or<ranization. 

:Mr. 1 .Yxcii. Mdiat is lier name? 

^1]‘. Cooke. i\liss Bunin. 

^Ir. Lynch. First name? 

]Mr. Cooke. Vera. 

]Mr. Lynch. Spell tlie last name. 

Mr. Cooke. B-n-n-i-n. 

Mr. Lynch. AVhat is her address? 
ilr. Cooke. I don't know. 

]Mr. Lynch. Address of the office ? 

]\Ir. Cooke. 55 West Forty-second Street. 

^Ir. Lynch. Does she work there? 

^Ir. Cooke. Yes. 

Mv. Lynch. Paid a salary? 

^Ir. Cooke. Yes. 

]Mr. Cooke. 55 AVest Forty-second Street. 

]\ir. Cooke, do. 

^tr. Lynch. Do yon have a social-security number for her? 

]\lr. Cooke. No. 

The Chaikmax. She lias charge of the financial records of the 
organization; is that true? 

Air. Cooke. She handles the financial records—bookkeeper. 

The CnAimcAN. She keeps records—the records are in her cus¬ 
tody; is that correct? 

Mr. Cooke. As the bookkeepei‘; yes. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. Do you conduct any correspondence? 

]Mr. Cooke. Occasionally; yes. 

iMr. Matthews. Do you receive letters? 

]Mr. Cooke. We do. 

Mr. iNlAiuHEws. What do you do with the letters? 

^Ir. Cooke. Answer them. 

Ml’. ]\Iattih:ws. Keep copies of them? 

^Ir. Cooke. No. 

iNIr. ]\Iaitijews. Do you file them? 

]Mr. Cooke. No. 

iNIr. Majthews. Destroy them day by day? 

]Mr. Cooke. Yes. 

The Chaikwax. You destroy all the correspondence you receive. 
You get a letter, answer it, and you destroy the original and the copy 
of your answer ? 

]\Ir. CooKE. As the letter is received and answered it is tossed in the 
wa.^^tebasket; yes, sir. 

The CHAiii:\rAX. And you keep no records of the members? No 
written records anywhere of the members? 

!Mr. Cooke. No. 

The CiiAimrAx. Does any one carry that in liis mind—in his 
memory ? 

.Air. Cooke. Carry what in his memory? 

The Chair:max. The names of the members? Does aiD’one know 
who the members are? 
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Mr. Cooke. There are some fifteen hnndred members, so therefore 
no one carries it in liis mind. 

The CiiAimiAX. Xo one knows, therefore wlu) the members are? 

]Mr. Cooke. Xo, naturally. 

]Mi\ i\[ATTiJEAVS. How do you knoAV there are fifteen hundred 
members. 

iMr. Cooke. As the men i*eturned home it is a matter of common 
knoAvledire from the passeuirer lists of all the shi]>s that returned. 
We receiA^ed national-AAude publicity. 

Mr. Lynch. Tt is an estimate of fifteen hundred ? 

(Xo ansAA^er.) 

Mr. Lyxcti. Is there any i*eason AAhy you destroy the papers and 
letters ? 

Mr. Cooke. Xone aa hatsoeA^er. 

Mr. Lynch. You ha at no pi’ide in the list of membership, so you 
don't ha AT a name you can refei* to? 

iVfr. Cooke. Xo. 

i\Ir. Lynch. You wouldn't knoAV Avho they are? 

Mr. Cooke. Xo. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Hoay lon^ have you been national secretaiy? 

]Mr. Cooke. Less than 4 months. 

i\[r. Mattheavs. Were records destroyed from day to day? Was 
that the procedure AAdien you took oati* the national secretaryship? 

Mr. Cooke. I don't understand. Do ycm mean records destroyed? 
Do you mean correspondence destroyed daily? 

Mr. ^Mattheavs. Anythino* that came in. 

iMr. Cooke. Correspondence, as I stated before, Avas destroyed. 

^Ir. ]\[AaTHEAvs. Has that ahvavs been a custom of the organization 
siiice you Avere connected Avith it? 

Mr.‘ Cooke. Yes. 

The (TrAimiAN. Were there any records Avhen you took oATr the 
office of the secretary? 

i\rr. Cooke. There Avas not. 

Mr. Lyxcti. Are there any other em]:)loyees other than the lady 
Avhom you mentioned a fcAV moments a^^o? 

Mr. Cooke. IMyself. 

Mr. Lynch. You are the only two? 

Mr. Cooke. That is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. Are you paid a salary? 

Mr. Cooke. Am I paid a salary? 

Mr. Ly NCH. Yes. 

]\fr. Cooke. Yes, sir; I am. 

IMr. Lynch. Do you have a social-security number? 

IMr. Cooke. T have. 

Mr. Lynch. But there isn’t one for the young lady? 

IMr. Cooke. I didn’t say she didn’t have one. I thought you meant 
is social security paid for her. 

Mr. Lynch. Is it? 

Mr. Cooke. Xo; and for myself neither. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Hoav many of the fifteen hundred members who 
are AT^erans of the Abi*aham Lincoln Brigade are members of the 
Communist Party? 

IMr. Cooke. I couldn’t say. 

IMr. IMattheavs. You have no idea about that? 
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Mr. Cooke. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Do they pay dues? Do they have initiation tees 
or pay (lues? 

Mr. Cooke. Each post conducts its own collection ot dues, and so 
forth. 

The Chahoiax. How many posts do you have? 

!Mi'. Cooke. There are some 10 posts. 

The Chairman. Ten posts? AVhere are they located? 

Mr. Cooke. Throuoliout the country in various cities. 

The Chairman. And each post has a commander? 

]Mr. Cooke. That is true. 

The Chaiioian. And each member pays dues ? 

Mr. Cooke. Yes. 

The Chairman. What are the dues? 

Mi\ Cooke. What are the dues for each member? 

The Ch AHEM AN. Yes. 

Mr. Cooke. Twenty-five cents a montli for tliose employed. 

The Chairman. Twenty-five cents a month for employed members? 
^Ir. Cooke. Yes. 

The Chairman. What is the initiation fee? 

]\Ir. Cooke. There is no initiation fee. 

The CiiAiiniAN. And when they pay their 25 cents what propor¬ 
tion of that goes to the national office? 

Mr. Cooke. AVell, technically 50 percent of the dues is supposed 
to come to the national office. 

The Chairman. Fifty jiercent is supposed to go to the national 
office, and 50 percent is retained by the local post ? 

^Ir. Cooke. Yes. 

The Chairman. Does the local post keep any records? 

Mr. Cooke. I couldn’t say about that. 

The Chairman. Do yon belong to any local post? 

Mr. Cooke. I do. 

The Chairman. Which one? 

]Mr. Cooke. The New York Post. 

The Chairman. Does your jiost keep any records? 
ilr. Cooke. I couldn’t say. I have no official position in the post 
other than a member. 

The Chairman. Who is the commander of this post? 

Mr. Cooke, ilr. Keller. 

The Chairman. The man who testified here today? 

Cooke. That is right. 

The Chairman. He is commander of the New York Post? 

IMr. Cooke. That is right. 

The Chairman. How many posts do you have in Xew York? 

Mr. Cooke. One. 

The Chairman. You have a post in Chicago? 

Mr. Cooke. Right. 

The Chairman. Who is commander of that post ? 

(Xo answer.) 

The CiiAiRAiAN. Do yon know? 

Mr. Cooke. I could not say—I don't know. 

Tlie Chairman. Do you have a post in Cleveland ? 

^Ir. C(X>ke. I don't recall. 
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The Chairman. You don’t know? 

Mr. Cooke. It is possible. I don't recall offhand. 

The Chairman. Give us the name of any other city where you 
have a post? 

Mr. Cooke. There is a post in San Francisco. 

The Chairman. Who is the commander there? 

Mr. Cooke. I don’t know the commander. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you have a list of these commanders in your 
office? 

Mr. Cooke. No. 

]\Ir. ]Matthews. Any list of the posts? 

Mr. Cooke. No lists at all. 

Mr. ilATTiiEws. Is there anybody in the national headquarters who 
knows where the posts are? 

IVIr. Cooke. No. 

ilr. Matthews. Nobody there knows who they are or where they 
are? 

Mr. Cooke. No. 

Mr. ]Matthews. Nobody there knows where the commanders live? 

Mr. Cooke. No. 

Mr. Matthews. If you wanted to get in touch with one of them 
you would not be able to? 

]Mr. Cooke. He would get in touch with us. 

Mr. Matthews. That is, you are cut off from getting in touch 
with them; is that correct? 

IMr. Cooke. Yes. They would get in touch with us. 

Mr. Matthews. Is there a meeting celebrating the anniversary 
of some phase of the Spanish civil war this Sunday night in New 
York City? 

jMr. Cooke. I don't know. 

Mr. ]Matthews. You haven't heard anything about any such anni¬ 
versary celebration? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. Matthews. You don’t know General Vijar is speaking in New 
York City? 

Mr. Cooke. I do not. 

Mr. Matthews. You know who General Vijar is, don't you? 

Mr. Cooke. I do. 

iNIr. Lynch. How much is your salary? 

Mr. Cooke. $21 a week. 

Mr. Lynch. How much is the girl’s salary? 

^Ir. Cooke. $21. 

Mr. Lynch. The same? 

Mr. Cooke. $21 ; yes. 

Mr. Lynch. How much is your office rent? 

Mr. Cooke. May I ask a question, Mr. Chairman. I would like to 
know what this has to do with the purpose of this organization? 

j\Ir. Lynch. Has a great deal to do with it, as you will see in a 
very few moments. 

The Chairman. All right; let us proceed. 

Mr. Cooke. Am I not entitled to an explanation of what it has to 
do with it? 

The Chairman. You want an explanation? 
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]\[r. Cooke. As to what oiir oftice rent has to do with the purposes 
for whicli tills coininiltee was formed. 

The CiiAiKMAN. Well, that is something for the committee to de¬ 
termine. 

^[r. Cooke. And I have a riglit to know it. 

The CiiAiiKMAX. Is your organization a front for the Communist 
Party ? 

^Ir. Cooke. Is that it? 

riie CiiAiMAx. Is it? 

^Ir. Cooke. Xo; it has no political affiliation whatever. 

The CiiAiKMAx. You are not a member of the Communist Party? 

M\\ Cooke. I am not. 

The CiiAiHWAX. You went to Spain to fight for democracy? 

^fr. Cooke. I did. 

The CiiAiiDiAx. And you would light for this coimtiy in a war 
against Kussia, wouldn't you? 

Mr. Cooke. The answer to that—I can think of no better answer 
than to quote Mr. WoHf. who answered that this afternoon. 

The CiiAiiDiAx. That satisfies you; his answer? 

Mr. Cooke. That satisfies me. There is no war at present be¬ 
tween the United States and- 

The CiiAiRMAX. Is that the attitude of the members of your post? 

]\Ir. Cooke. I could not vouch for the members of my post—what 
their attitude would be. 

The Ciiair:max. All right. 

.Mr. Lyxcii. IIoav much is the office rent, Mr. Cooke? 

Mr. Cooke. $45 a month. 

Mr. Lyxcii. And do you have expenses such as postage and sta¬ 
tionery, et cetera ? 

Mr. Cooke. That is all handled by the girl. I don’t know any¬ 
thing about that. 

Mr. Lynch. There would be some expense, wouldn’t there? 

^Ir. Cooke. Yes. sir. 

.Mr. Lyx cii. And do all of the fifteen hundred members that you 
have ]iay dues? Are they all dues-paying at 25 cents a montli or are 
some of them nonpaying members when unemployed ? 

Mr. Cooke. That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. About how many would you say are paying dues at 
25 cents a month of the fifteen hundred members? 

Mr. Cooke. I couldn't say—I have no idea. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Half or three-quarters? 

^Ir. Cooke. I have no idea whatsoever. 

The Chairman. How much money did you get in last month? 

Mr. CcoKE. I don't know that. 

The Chair:man. Who knows? 

^Ir. Cooke. The bookkeeper knows that. 

The CiiAiiDrAN. You know nothing about the finances? 

Ml*. Cooke. That is correct. 

The CiiAiiorAN. What does your office call for? 

Mr. Cooke. To assist the national committee in conducting the 
business of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade nationally. 

d'he Chairman. You know nothing about the records? 

Mr. Cooke. 1 know nothing whatsoevei* about the financial records. 

The Chairman. What business do you assist in ? 
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Mi\ Cooke. As I believe I ansAvered before, I carry on comiimni- 
catioiis with the posts, beino- the national seei'etary. 

The Chairman. But you don’t know where the i)osts are? 

Mr. Cooke. I don't offhand; I don't know, no; but when I receive 
correspondence from the posts I answer it. 

The Chairman. You answer it ? 

Mr. Cooke. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. But if you wanted to ^et hold of the ])ost or to write 
to some man of a particular post you wouldn’t know the address 
until he wrote to you first? 

Mr. Cooke. I wouldn'l be able io ^et in touch AA ith any man in the 
country. 

Mr. Lynch. I see. Noav, ^fr. Cooke, has anyone contributed to 
the organization other than the membership? 

Mr. Cooke. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. Who? 

Mr. Cooke. Quite a few American peo})le—quite a few thousand. 
Mr. Lynch. Do you have a list of the people? 

Mr. Cooke. Xo; I have no idea. I have no list of these people. 
Mr. Lynch. You have received contributions from them? 

Mr. Cooke. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. And how much do those contributions amount to? 
^Ir. Cooke. I know nothing whatsoever of the financial records. 
Mr. Lynch. AYell, you know you ^ot conti-ibutions? 

Mr. Cooke. I knoAV we received contributions, but I don't know 
the amount. 

Mr. Lynch. Who told you? 

Mr. Cooke. The bookkeeper. 

Mr. Lynch. Are you recivin^ those contril)utions regularly? 

a\Ir. Cooke. Yes. 

iVIr. Lynch. Every month? 

]\Ir. Cooke. Every day. 

Mr. Lynch. Contributions come in from citizens of the country? 
Mr. Cooke. From citizens of the United States; yes. 

Mr. Lynch. Do you answer those contributions with a letter of 
thanks? 

JSIr. Cooke. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. And then destroy the copy ? 

Mr. Cooke, Tliere is no copy made to be destroyed. 
jMr. Lynch. Nothing to be ashamed about that organization, is 
there? 

iMr. Cooke. Nothing whatsoever. 

The Chairman. About what? 

JMr. Cooke. The finest body of Americans in this country. 

The Chairman. What about this bookkeeper? Have you ever 
seen the books kept by the bookkeepei*? 

Mr. Cooke. Seen them ? Inspected them ? 

The Chairman. Yes. 

JMr. Cooke. No. 

The Chairman. You never look at them? 

JMr. Cooke. No; I have no interest in them. 

The CiiAiRiirAN. Anyone else ever look at them outside of the 
bookkeeper ? 

JMr. Cooke. They are audited. 
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The Chaikjiax. Who aiitlils them? 

(’ooKK. 1 tloivt know his miinc. 

Tlio CiiAiiiMAX. Is it a public aecountaiit? 

(No answer.) , 9 

The CiiAiiiiiAX. Yon have been auditing them every yeaiT 
iMr. CooKK. 1 only know for the last 4 months. 

The CiiAirxMAX. How often does he audit them ? 

Hr. Cooke. I don't know that. 

The CiiAiiiMAX. You don't know how often? 

Hr. Cooke. No. 

rhe C HATHMAN. Who (lii'ccts liiiii to audit them. 

Cooke. The bookkeeper. 

The CiiATEMAX. The bookkeeper? The person in charge of the 
books ? 

^Ir. Cooke. Yes. 

d'lie Chaikmax. Who pays him? The bookkeei:>er? 

Mr. (\)OKE. Tlie person in charge of the finances. 

The Chaikmax. That is the bookkeeper? 

Mr. Cooke. Correct. 

The CiiAiH^iAX. AVlten the bookkeeper wants the books audited the 
bookkeeper notifies the auditor? 

Mr. Cooke. That is correct. That is the position of a bookkeeper 
and secretary. 

Hie CiiAimrAX. All right. 

iNIr. Matthews. Who pays you your salary check? 

Mr. Cooke. The organization. 

INlr. ^Matthews. AYho signs it? 

Mr. Cooke. I do. 

INIr. ^Matthews. Do you investigate to find out if you have a bank 
balance before you sign checks? 

]Mr. Cooke. Xo. 

INlr. MATTHf:ws. You just sign the checks without regard to the 
balance in the bank? 

Mr. Cooke. That is correct, because all of that—all that knowledge 
is known to the bookkeeper. 

The CiiATR.AiAX. You don't know how much money you have in the 
bank? That is up to the bookkeeper? 

Mr. Cooke. I could not say how much we have. 

Mr. ^Matthews. You ask her if it is all right to sign a check? 

Mr. Cook. She gives me the check to sign so it must be okay. 

Mr. Lvxcir. AVhere do you bank—what bank? 

Mr. Cooke. Amalgamated Bank of Xew York. 

Mr. Lyxcii. AVhere it is located? 

Mr. Cooke. Fifteenth Street and Broadway, I believe. 

The CiiATEMAX. Do you do any other kind of work? What is your 
trade? 

Mr. Cooke. I have no trade. 

The C'lrAiKrvrAX. Did you ever do any work? 

Mr. Cooke. Yes; I diVl. 

The CiiAiii:\rAx. What did you work at? 

IMr. Cooke. I worked as an office clerk, department-store clerk, ship¬ 
ping clerk. 

The CiTAiiKMAX. Do you belong to a union? 
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Mr. Cooke. At the moment; no. 

The CiTAiHMAN. H^ive you ever belonged to a union? 

Mr. Cooke. I InnT. 

The CiiAiinrAN. MTiich one? 

ilr. Cooke. I belonged to Local 16 of the United Office and Profes¬ 
sional Workers of America. 

The CiTAiKMAK. Did you hold any office in that organization? 
!Mr. Cooke. No. 

The Chair^ian. You haven’t been a member for some time? 

Mr. Cooke. That is right. 

The CirAiK:\[AN. At present your work is solely in connection with 
this organization? 

Mr. Cooke. Solely with the veterans; yes, sir. 

Mr. IMatthews. You know that Mr. BroAvder testified before this 
committee that a majority of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade AA^ere members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cooke. I don’t knoAv that, no. 

Mr. !Mattiieavs. I Avill read you the testimony, first, from Mr. 
BroAvder’s book, on page 182: 

Not the least sonree of onr x^ride is tlie fact that OA^er sixty x^er cent of the 
Lincoln P>attalioii inenihers are members of the Communist Party— 

and then on page 4440, of the hearings of the Special Committee on 
I'^n-Ainerican Activities, Mr. BroAvder modified that slightly by 
saying: 

I would say about flfty-fiA^e to sixty i^er cent— 
and then he Avas quoted this passage from the book: 

Not the least source of our lu’ide is the fact that oaxu* sixty i^er cent of the 
Lincoln Battalion memhers are members of the Communist Party. 

And Mr. Browder said, ‘‘Yes.” 

Would you say that Mr. BroAATler Avas incorrect in making that 
statement? 

Mr. Cooke. Not being a member of the Communist Party myself 
I AAould say that I haven't the same sources of information as Mr. 
BroAA der. Therefore, I AAT)uld say that I don't knoAV anytliing about 
it. I have no Avay of knoAving ayIio is a Communist and Avho is not. 
]Mr. IvIattheavs. Yon don’t challenge his statement? 

Mr. Cooke. T do not challenge—I do not knoAv. 

The CiiAiRMAx. The fact is that your oi'ganization is ]iot con¬ 
cerned Avith Avliether a member is a Communist or not? 

Mr. Cooke. That is correct. We have no committee to im^estigate 
them or anything like that. 

The CnAiKMAX. You don’t inquire into them at all? 

]\Ir. Cooke. That is correct. 

Tl)e Chatraiax. Any other questions? If not, you are excused. 
All your Avitnesses are excused, INIr. Attorney. 

The committee Avill stand adjourned subject to call. 

(Whereupon at 6 p. m., the hearing adjourned Avithout date.) 


IXYESTIGATIOX OF UX-AMEIUCAX riiOPAGAXDA 
ACTIVITIES IX THE UXITEI) STATES 


FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1940 

House of Representatu^s, 

Special Com^aipitee ox Ux-Aaieiucax Activities, 

Wa^^hington^ D, C, 

The conuihttee met at 1:30 p. m.. Hoii. Martin Dies (chairman) 
prevsiding. 

Tlie CiiAiRAiAX. The committee will come to order. 

The chair designate>s a subcommittee composed of the chairman. 
Who is your first witness, Mr. Matthews? 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. IMr. Frantz. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Raise yonr right hand. 

TESTIMONY OE LAUEENT BEOWN EEANTZ 

The CuAnniAX*. Do yon solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Y^es. 

The Chairman. And what is the name of the attorney ? 

Ylr. Fleisiuier. Fleischer^—Louis Fleischer, 152 M^est Forty-second 
Street, Xew Y"ork. 

The CiiAiitMAx. ^Ir. Frantz, do you mind standing while the oath 
is administered to you, please? 

(The witness standing.) 

The Chairman. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Yfr. Frantz. I do. 

The Chairaian. All right. 

Mr. Fleischer. Mr. Chairman, before Mr. Matthews starts interro¬ 
gating this witness, may I be ])ermitted to make a brief statement on 
behalf of this witness who is sought to be examined before a^ou? 

The Chairman. M'ith reference to Avhat? 

Mr. Fleischer. AVith refei*ence ])articularly to the manner in which 
this witness was held incommunicado by representatii^es of the police 
department of the city of Birmingham, and by a representatiAT of 
your committee. 

The Chairman. Suppose you let him testify to the facts. 

Air. Fleischer. 1 think that if such was presented it might aid the 
committee here. 

The Chairman. AVe muII ask him because he is the Avitness, and 
naturally you cannot testify about this matter unless you Avere under 
oath and knew about it of your own knowledge. 

7841 
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Suppose that we ^ive the witness an opportunity to make a state¬ 
ment in that respect ? 

Mr. Fleischer. Very well, sir. 

Tlie Chairman. All right. I will ask the witness: What is your 
name? 

I\Ir. FrxVntz, Laurent Brown Frantz. 

The Chairman. Will you spell it so we can get it, please? 

IVIr. Frantz. The last name is F-r-a-n-t-z. 

The Chairman. First name? 

Mr. Frantz. L-a-u-r-e-n-t. 

The Chairman. Where do you live, Mr. Frantz? 

]Mr. Frantz. Birmingham. 

The Chairman. How long have you lived in Birmingham? 

Mr. Frantz. Three months. 

The Chairman. Three months? 

Mr. Frantz. I mean 3 years. 

The Chairman. What day was the suhpena served upon you? 

Mr. Frantz. On April 9, Tuesday. 

The Chairman. Where were you at the time? 

Mr. Filvntz. Xo; I l3eg your jiardon. The subpena was served on 
April 11. I was thinking of the date of my arrest. That was April 9. 

The Chairman. Where were you at the time the subpena was 
served ? 

Mr. Frantz. In jail. 

The Chairman. In what jail? 

Mr. Frantz. The City Jail, Birmingham City Jail. 

The Chairman. Were yon in jail under some warrant that had 
been issued? 

Mr. Frantz. No warrant, no, sir. 

The Chairman. When were you placed in jail? 

Mr. Frantz. I was placed in jail Tuesday afternoon, April 9. 

The Chairman. Who put you in jail? 

Mr. Frantz. City Detective Osborne of the Birmingham force. 

The Chairiman. What ground did he assign for arresting you ? 

ilr. Frantz. Held for investigation. 

The Chairman. By the city authorities? 

ilr. Frantz. He did not say. He said: ^‘Held for investigation.” 

The Chairman. He did not tell you who was holding you for 
investigation? 

Mr. Frantz. No. 

The Chairman. Well, tell ns what took place. Your attorney made 
some statement and I want to afford you an opportunity to say. 

Mr. Frantz. All right, sir. It happened this way: Tuesday after¬ 
noon, April 9, at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, I was in the office 
of Mr. Hall, who is an official of the Communist Party in Birming¬ 
ham. I was in that office by myself. There was a knock on the door 
and I opened it and I admitted two officers—this city detective whose 
name is Osborne and a deputy United States marshal, whose name is 
Ellis. 

These two officers questioned me about where INIr. Hall was, and I 
didn’t know. I told them so. And they eventually told me, although 
not until after they questioned me for some time, that one of these 
officers was a deputy marshal and that he had a Dies Committee 
subpena for Mr. Hall. 
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After they had asked me a ^reat number of limes about where 
Hall was, and I continued to tell them that I did not know; 
that I only knew that he was out of the city on a ti'ip of some kind, 
the detective, Osborne, told me that if I did not tell them imme¬ 
diately where Hall was that he would put me in jail and hold me 
until i did tell. 

And I continued to insist that I did not know where he was. 

So the detective then said : “Come om I am taking you to jail.” 

I asked him: “Am I under ari^est”, and he said: “Yes”. 

Then tlie three of us, the detective, the deputy marshal and myself 
went to the police headtpiaiters where I was (piestioned for about 
another thirty minutes. 

1 was then booked as a vagrant suspect and taken to the jail in a 
patrol wagon. 

The CiiAiioiAx. Xow, is this an account of what happened, which 
I received in a wiiv from Kaymond E. Thomason. United States 
marshal. I will read it to you and ask you, under your oath, whether 
this is true: 

With refeiviK^e tn nlumr eonvor.sntion. snbpeiias for Hall and (t’onch received 
this olfico April h, and assi^iiunl to Deputy Ellis. After search of city D€*puty 
learned men had tied the district and were said to be in Knoxville. Tennessee. 
Returns made to Ser^^(nnit-at-arms on the morning: of April 10 setting forth this 
information. (Mi the afternoon of April 10 investigator Darker came to this 
office at which time he delivmvd to ^Marshal subpeiias for Wirt U. Taylor, 
Laurent Frantz and Roi)ert Hall, this being the second subpeua for Hall.^ Upon 
investigation found that Frantz was in tlie custody of City of Birmingham 
having been arrested twenty-four hours prior to the time of the arrival of 
Barker in Birmingham. Marshal reiiuestial city authorities to advise him as to 
date and hour Frantz would be released. City authorities advised Marshal at 
one p. m.. April 11 th that Frantz would be released at 2 p. m., April 11. Deputy 
Ellis went to the city .tail and served Frantz on his release by the city and 
return was made to* tiiis effect to the Dies Committee. On April 12 Hall 
returned to Birmingham and was served by Deputy Ellis in his office and a 
return to this effect has been made to the Dies Committee. There was no 
understanding between the Marshal and the City authorities in reference to 
Frantz being luld by the city other than the ^Marshal would be notified when 
Frantz was released.” 

Is that true or is it fal.se ^ 

^Ir. Fkaxtz. T am not in a position to know whether that is true 
or false, because that took place while I was in tlie jail, held incom¬ 
municado. 

The Chairman. I may say- 

i\[r. Frantz. I don't know anything about it. 

The CiiAiRAiAN. I may say for your benefit the instructions of this 
committee were that a sub])ena be placed in the hands of the marshal 
to serve you, which of course is the legal power of this committee 
to do. 

Now, ]\Ir. Barker, will you raise your right hand and be sworn at 
this point I 

TESTIMONY OF ROBERT B. BARKER, INVESTIGATOR, COMMITTEE 
ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

The Chairman. Do you .solemnly sw(‘ar to tell the trutli, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the tiiith, so help you God? 

Mr. Barker. Yes. sir. 

The CiiAiiEArAN. You are an investigator for this committee, are 
you not, Mr. Barker? 
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Mi\ Barkek. Yes, sir; lsh\ Voorhis is present, Mr. Chairman. 
Will you liave the record show that? 

The Chairman. The chair announces a subcommittee composed of 
the chairman, Mr. Yooihis, of California, and Mr. I\Iason, of Illinois. 
Mr. Barker, you went to the city of Birmingham, did you not? 

Mr. Barker, Yes, sii‘. 

The Chairman. For the purpose of serving siilipenas upon or pro¬ 
curing the service of snbpenas ui)on certain witnesses? 

Mr. Barker. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. I)id you deliver to the marshal a subpena for 
Laurent Frantz ? 

^fr. Barker. Laurent Brown Frantz. 

The Chairman. Laurent Brown Frantz. 

Mr. Barker. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What day was it that you delivered this subpena 
lo the marshal. 

Mr. Barker. The date appears on the original; A])ril 10, 1940. 

The Chairman. AVhat else did you do after you delivered to the 
marshal the subpena ? 

Mr. Barker. I delivei’ed to him a subpena for Wirt A. Taylor and 
fo]* Bob—or Bob Hall—Kobert F. Hall. 

The Chairman. All right. Were you present when the subpena 
was served ? 

Mr. Barker. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Did you do anything further than to turn the 
subpena over to the marshal’s office? 

Mr. Barker. No, sir; I wasn’t there when the subpena Avas seiwed. 
I Avas in Tennessee. 

The Chairman. T see. Was there anything said by anyone Avith 
reference to placing this man in jail? 

Ml-. Barker. Well, Mr. Frantz Avas in jail Avhen I got to Bir¬ 
mingham. 

The Chairman. He Avas in jail Avhen you got to Biimiingham? 

Mr. Barker. He said he Avas arrested on April 9. Well, I didn’t 
get to Birmingham until—I didn't deliver this subpena to the mar¬ 
shal until April 10. 

The Chairaian. You heard the telegram. In fact, the telegram is 
addressed to yon by the marshal ? 

Mr. Barker, Yes, sir. 

The Chairaian. Js that substantially correct, insofar as you haA^e 
pei'sonal knoAvledge of AAdiat he says here? 

Mr. Barker. Yes, sir; that is from Mr. Kaymond E. Thomason. 

The Chairaian. Was anything said Avith reference to serving the 
subpena Avhile this AAUtness Avas in jail? 

Mr. Barker. No, sir; I requested the marshal not to serve the 
.subpena upon ]Mr. Fi‘antz until he had been released from jail, and 
I asked the city authorities Avhen they Avere going to I’clease Mr. 
Frantz from jail, and they said that they Avould I'elease him as soon 
as the F. B. 1. cleai*ed his recoi d. They had sent his fingerprints and 
photographs to Washington by air mail and said as soon as they 
received a Avire from the F. i^. I. clearing his I'ecord they Avould 
release him if nothing further Avas found again.st him. 

ddie Cha]raian. Well noAv, of course you are not in position—any 
part of that you Avant to contradict? 
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^Mi‘. Fleisciiki*. -Mjiv 1 bo porniittod at this luoiiiciit on bohalf of iiiy 
client to ask ^Ir. Barker a few questicnis with reference to the matters 
which lie has testified to^ . 

Tlie CiiAiiaMAx. Well, that is not customary, but in tliis particular 
case 1 see no reason to deny you the right to ask Jlr. Barker several 
questions. 

Mr. Flkischek. Thank you. 

Mr. Barker, wlien did you fii’st—when were you fir.st advised that 
Mi\ Frantz was in jail in Birmingliam, Ala.? 

Mr. Baiuvek. On the afternoon of April 9, about 4:30; I think it 
was about 4: 30 p. m. 

Mr. Fleischek. And how did you i*eceive that advice or notification ? 

.Mr. Bakkek. I received it oi*ally from E. F. Ilollums, captain of 
detectives of the police depaidment of the city of Birmingham, in his 
oftice. 

Mr. Fleisciiee. Do you know who advised him to get in touch with 
you ( 

Mr. Baiuveie lie did not get in touch Avith me. I Avent to his office. 

.Mr. Fl EisciiEiE Were yon in Birminghan on April 9, 1940? 

Mr. Barker. Yes. sir. I arrived on the Delta Airlines plane about 3 
o'clock, I think, at the Birmingham .Virport, and I was in his office 
sometime after 4—I think sometime after 4, betAveen 4 and 4:30 that 
afternoon. 

Mr. Feeisciier. Before yon left for Birmingham, .Via., did you knoAv 
that iMr. Fi’antz Avas in custody? 

iMr. Barker. Xo, sir. 

Mr. FiJ-nsc'iiER. AVhat brought yon doAAUi to Birmingham? 

Mr. Barker. I Aveiit doAvn to seiwe subpenas upon 13ob Hall, also 
knoAvn as Bob Hall, or Bobert F. Hall, and Paul Crouch. 

Mr. Feetsciier. So Avhen Avas the first time that you knew Mr. 
Fi’antz was in custody? 

iMr. Barker. On April 9. 

Mr. Fleischer. Mdien you ai-riA^ed in Birmingham, Ala. ? 

ilr. Barker. Yes. sir. 

iMr. Fleischer. M^ho told yon tliat ? 

Mr. Barker. I told you his name, the chief of detectI ats, Mi\ Hob 
Inms. XoAV, if yon AAuli alloAV me I Avill clarify that a little bit for you. 
I Avent into his office and I said—he said: ^AVho do you Avant to see?’’ 
And I said, 'T Avant to see iMr. Trion,’’ really the chief of ])olice, Avho 
Avas in the next office. I saAv him at his desk and he said, “IVell, AA^ait 
a minute.” He ^aid. ‘'You can see me,” and I said. ‘AVho are those Iavo 
men out in the hall? Are they neAvspapermen ?" And he said, ^'Not 
necessarily.” Well, I said, “They are either neAvspapermen oi“ they are 
not. I don't Avant to see any ncAA’spaper men. because I am investi¬ 
gator foi* the Dies committee.” And in the meantime one of these men 
our in the hall had taken a chair and blocked the door so that I couldn't 
get out of the I'oom and he said, “Oh,” he said, “you ai*e from the Dies 
coimnittee.'’ II(‘ said. **Come on in. men,” and the tAvo men came in, 
and the man that introduced himself as Osburn said. “So, yoiii’ name 
is Bai’ker." He said. “Can you identify youi'self ?" And I said, “Yes.” 
*AVelI.“ he said. “I thought you Avas Bob Half’ He said. “AVe Iuiat been 
trying to find Bob Hall," so the marshal, a man by the name of Ellis, 
had a sub[)ei]a in his pocket for Bob Hall and thcA’ thought I Avas Bob 
Hall. 
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The Chair^iax. Have you any more material questions you want to 
ask? 

Mr. Fleischer. Yes: quite a few questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chair^lax. I can’t aoree to ‘'quite a few questions.” AVe want 
to ffet into this matter and dispose of it. 

Mr. Fleischer. The type of questions I seek to ask I think will 
enlighten- 

The Chairmax. As to material questions, and let us hurry. 

Mi\ Fleischer. Now, the first time you found out Mr. Frantz 
was in custody April 0, was sometime in the afternoon; is that right? 

Mr. Barker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fleischer. Now, at that time no subpena as far as you know 
it, was not—you had no subpena for Mr. Frantz; is that correct? 

Mr. Barker. No, sir. 

Mr. Fliescher. And as far as you know, no subpena was to be 
issued for Mr. P'rantz; is that correct? 

Mr. Barker. That is right, at that time. 

iMr. PYetscher. At that time? 

Mr. Barker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. P'leischer. Now, did you see Mr. Fi antz at all from April 9 
to April 11, 1940? 

Mi\ Barker. Yes; I saw Mr, Frantz. 

jMr. Fleischer. AVhere did you see him? 

Mr. Barker. At the city jail. 

]Mr. Fleischer. And what day was that? 

Air. Barker. That was on April 10. 

Air. Fleischer. Did you have a subpena for him at that time? 

Air. Barker. The marshal had the subpena. 

Air. Fleischer. On April 10? 

Air. Barker. Yes, sir. 

All-. PYeischer. But he was not served until April 11; is that 
correct ? 

Air. Barker. That is right; yes. 

Air. Fleischer. And you were not jiresent when the subpena was 
served on him? 

Air. Barker. No, sir. 

Air. Fleischer. AVere you told as a matter of fact that Air. Frantz 
was served with a subpena while he was still in custody? 

Air. Barker. AAYll, I left instructions with the marshal to serve 
him when he was released from the city jail. I don’t know when he 
was sei*ved excejit by the return on the subpena, which shows it 
was executed on the 11th day of April of 1940. “Kaymond E. Thom¬ 
ason, United States marshal, by Arthui- AI. Ellis, Jr., deputy United 
States marshal.” 

Air. P^LEisc'HER. As a matter of fact. Air. Barker, didn’t you or 
someone associated with the service of subpenas or as an investigator 
for the Dies committee, leave specific instructions with the pei-sons 
who had charge and control of the custody of this witness, that he 
was to be not released until a subpena was to be issued for him? 

Air. Barker. No, sir. 

Air. P"leischer. You are sure of that? 

Air, Barker. Oh, I am positive of that. 

All-. PYeisciier. That is all. 
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The Chahemax. All right. Now, (he Chair wants to state that it 
is rather diflienlt to get some of tlie witnesses. Some of them have, 
1 miglit say for the benefit of the attorney, too, in ease he rei)resents 
any more, that some of the witnesses who find out they are likely 
to be subpenaed, purposely leave the town oi* the state or hide out 
in order to avoid biung served, and even when we get some of them, 
we get telegrams sueh as this telegram: 

This is to inform yon I will present myself in answer to your snbpena at 
any time you desire on roceij)! of the neeessary money for i-onnd-trip trans¬ 
portation by i)lane as well as per diem expenses. 1 must inform yon that 
eorresixnideiiee, inembersliip lists of membership cards, financial records, and 
names and addresses of branch or unit functionaries recpiested in snbpena are 
not in my possession, jurisdiction, or control. 

And another one from the west coast: 

House snbpena dated April 6th has just been served upon me requiring me 
to appear forthwith bebn-e yonr committee in Washington and to bring with 
me documents and records pertaining to Communist Ihirty or its activities 
which are in my possession or under my jurisdiction or control and specifying 
all correspondence, membership lists, membership cards, financial records and 
names and addresses of all branch and unit functionaries. 

I wisli t(‘ advise yon that I have no such documents or records and there¬ 
fore cannot bring anything. Under these circumstances, does the committee 
desire my presence even if I cannot contribute anything? If you require me 
I will be forced to clo.'^e my dental office at great personal monetary sacrifice to 
my.self, which I can ill afford and I therefore I’cquest that yon advise me of a 
definite date when yon desire to hear me and thus obviate the necessity of a 
long sojourn in Washington, whicli I am unable to undertake as I have a 
family to sni)port. In such an event, of course, it will l)e necessary for you 
to defray all expenses jnid I estimate that a minimum of four hundred dollars 
will be reipiired for this purpose, as the round-trip airplane fare alone will co.st 
about two hundred seventy five dollars. I shall await further word from 
ynn. If I do not hear from yon I will take it to mean that the committee does 
not recpiire my presence and will accordingly forget about the whole matter. 

]Mi'. VooHHis. Hoav many words in the telegram? 

d'he Chaip:max, It Avas sent collect, and 1 may say that some of the 
Avitnesses Iiuat eA'en been brazen enough to leave Avord Avhere they 
have their headquarters to tell the Dies commitee agents that they 
Avere going on a long vacation for their health. 

The insti’iictions to the agents of this committee are to serve siib- 
penas upon the Avitnesses—leave the snbpena Avith him. 

In El Paso at Avhich ]:)lace some four or five Avitnesses, if I remem¬ 
ber coi’rectly, Avere in jail and the ([iiestion of serAung the subpenas 
Avas iuA’olved, the chairman instructed that the subpenas' be not 
served upon the Avitne.sses Avhile the Avitnesses Avere in jail. As a 
result of that, hoAvever, 1 understand that several of the Avitnesses 
Avhen they got out of the jail disai)peai’ed across the Mexican border. 
I mei-ely Avant to make that clear. 

]\Ir. FimisninK. Foi’ the i)urpose of the examination of this Avitness, 
]\Ir. Chairman, 1 iuoat to strike out any and all correspondence that 
you have just read into the record, on the ground that it is not binding 
on this particular witness. 

The Chaipmax. Of course not. But the Chair Avants to get this 
in the record independent and apart from this Avitness' testimony, 
and Avill not be u.sed in connection with his testimony. 

Mr. Flulsciikk. And T think the testimony of this Avitne.ss Avill 
further indicate exactly the contrary as to Avhat you. Mr. Chairman,, 
just read. 

04931—40—vol. 13 - 12 


UN-AMEUICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7848 

The CiiAiKMAN. That is what I want to inquire into. 

Now, ]\[r. Frantz, were yon seeking to avoid being served with a 
snlipena ^ 

jNIr. Fiuntz. No, sir. 

Tlie CiiAiKMAN. Do yon knoAV whether or not Bob Hall left Bir¬ 
mingham in order to prevent being served with a snbpena? 

i\Ir. Fkantz. I don’t knoAv whether he did or not. 

The Chaik:man. Do yon know when he left Birmingham? 

Mr. Fkantz. He left Birmingham, 1 wonld estimate, about 10 days 
before I was arrested, which wonld have been right at or slightly 
before the 1st of April. 

The Chatkman. Do yon know whether he returned at any time dur¬ 
ing those 10 days? 

Mr. Fleisciiep. Now, Mr. Chairman, I will object to this line of 
questioning—if I respectfully may object to this line of questioning. 
I nnderstand that this witness is sought to be examined as to nn- 
Ameiacan activities and as to his knowledge and what he has done or 
failed to do. 

The CiiAiR^iAN. I am trying to find ont with reference to Bob 
Hall because this is vital information the committee wants to know 
and when the snbpena arrived there Bob Hall Avas not there, and 
as I nnderstand—nnderstood the witness von Avei’e in the office of 
Bol) Hall. 

iNlr. Frantz. I Avas. 

The Chairjman. Are yon associated Avith Ik)]^ Hall in any respect? 

iNIr. Fleischer. I ])ress my objection on the ground this Avitness is 
to be questioned only on his oAvn S])ecific activities or his knoAvledge. 

The CnAimiAX. Your exception is duly noted, ^Ir. Attorney. Do 
you knoAv Bob Hall to be an official of the Coinmnnist Party of 
Alaliama ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir; I do. 

The CiiAiRiMAX. Are von associated Avith him in anv respect ? 

ilr. Frantz. For the past several aatcIvS 1 have been doing some 
legal research for iNlr. Hall. 

The CiiAiR:srAN. Legal research Avork for him ? 

Ml*. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

The CiTAiRiMAN. Do 3 ^on—are yon a member yourself of the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

i\lr. Frantz. No; I am not. 

The Chairman. Hrat yon eATr lieen a member of the Communist 
Party? 

^fr. Frantz. NeAm\ 

The Chairman. HaA^e yon ever attended any fraction meetings or 
other meetings of the Communist Party ? 

^Ir. Frantz. No. 

The Chairman. Yon have never lieen present at any meeting under 
the ans])ices of the Communist Party? 

i\Ir. IYwAntz. Well, I Avonldn’t go so far as to say I have ncATr 
heard Communist speakers. 

The Chairman. At Avhat occasions Avere these Communist meet¬ 
ings at Avhich yon heard the C’ommnnist speakers? 

^fr. Frantz. i\lr. Hall conducted an election campaign at one 
time. I heard him speak. 
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The Chaiioiax. AVell, 1 wasn't speaking* about a general meeting 
where everyone was present, 1 am speaking about a meeting under 
the auspices of the Communist Party. 

Mr, Pkaxtz. Xo. 

The CiiAimiAN. You never liave been present in sucli meeting as 
that ^ 

Mr. Fkaxtz. XT), sir. 

The CiTAiKMAX. All right. Do you want to proceed? 

Mr. Pakkik. Yes. 

Mr. VouRiiis. I would like to ask one or two questions. 

Mr. Frantz, wlio arrested you when you were arrested in Bir¬ 
mingham ? 

.Mr. Fk ANT^. Detective Osboi'iie, 

^Ir. VooRHis. AVhat were you arrested for? 

.Mr. Fraxtz. He told me that if 1 did not tell him where Hall 
was he would put me in jail and hold me thei'e until I did tell him. 

1 told him 1 didn't know where Hall was. He said: ^‘Come on, we 
are iroing to the jail." 1 said: "‘.Vm 1 under arrest,'’ and he said 
“Yes." 

^Ir. VooKiiis. That had nothing to do with this committee in 
any way, did it ? 

iMr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir: it did. They Avere trying to find Mr. Hall 
so they could serve him with your subpena. 

The Ciiairaiax. You mean the marshal was trying to find Mr. 
Hall: is that what you are saying? 

Mr. Frantz. The niaishal and Detective Elllis were trying to find 
XIr. Hall. The marshal had the subpena. 

XIr. VooRiiis. Xlust have given some i-eason for arresting you, 
didn't they? 

XIi'. Frantz. They arrested me because—that is the rea.son they 
gave. They instructed the desk sergeant to book me as a sus])ect of 
vagrancy. That is to say. Detective 0.sburne did. But he didn’t 
give me any such reason. The reason he gave me was that he wanted 
to hold me until I told him Avhere Hall Avas. 

The Chairzuan. All right, proceed. 

XIi\ Barker. XIr. Frantz, you are a graduate of the UniAersit}^ 
of Tennessee? 

XIr. Ffuntz. I am. 

XIi’, Barki:r. .Vre you a member of the bar, and, if so, of Avhat 
x^tate ? 

Ml*. F RANTZ. Tennessee and Alabama. 

Ml'. Barker. Both States? 

XIi'. Frantz. Yes. 

XIr. Barker. AVhat is your address in xVlabama? 

Mr. Frantz. 14’21 Seventeenth AA^enne, South. 

Ml'. Barker. Are you inarrie(l, or single? 

Mr. Frantz. Single. 

Xli'. Barker, dliis article that ap])eared in the Daily AVorker of 
A]n'il 17 on the front ])age, under the caption. “Ask Jackson to 
Th’obe Illegal Ari*est by liies in Alabama." That article Avas pre¬ 
pared after yon ai'riA*ed here in AVashington to appear before the 
committee and yon told your story to the I'eporter for the Daily 
XVoi'ker: is that right? 
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Mr. Fraxtz. Mr. Lapin ^ot in toiicli witli me and asked me ques¬ 
tions about my experience; yes. 

Mr. Barker. That is Mr. Adam Lapin, tlie correspondent of the 
Daily Worker over there? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. Xoav, when yon came up hei*e to the office you were 
represented by Mr. Sol Cohn? 

Mr. Fiuxtz. That is ri^lit. 

Mr. Barker. And is he still yonr attorney or is ^Ir. Louis Fleischer 
your attorney now? 

Mr. Frantz. Both. 

Mr. Barker. Both of them—both Mr. Cohn and ^Ir. Fleischer 
represent you ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barker. Now, this article states here on page 21: 

Of the most interesting aspects of this whole case was that Frantz had not 
even been under a Dies Committee subpena at the time he was arrested. The 
Dies Committee apparently heard that he was in jail and sent down a subpena 
which arrived after he had been held for some time. 

Is that correct? 

^Ir. Frantz. I think that is a rea.sonable inference. There was 
nothing said to me about a subpena when I was arrested. 

Mr. Barker. Now, Avhen City DetectiAT Osbourne came up there 
to yonr office, did you admit him and this deputy marshal. Ellis, to 
the office? 

'Sir. Frantz. It was not my office. It was 3Ir. Hall's office. I 
admitted them, yes. 

Mr. Barker. IVhere is that office located, Mr. Frantz ? 

I\Ir. Frantz. In the Clark Building. 

Mr. Barker. Clark Building ? 

]\lr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barker. And what is the room number? 

]\Ir. Frantz. 2H5. 

]\Ir. Barker. Did you admit them to the office oi' did they push 
tlieir way in ? 

]Mr. Frantz. I opened the door, and they came in Avithout Avaiting 
for any questions about that. 

Mr. Barker. "What did tliis deputy marshal, Arthur M. Ellis, Jr., 
say to you ? 

]Mr. Frantz. He asked me Avhere Mr, Hall was. 

Mr. Barker. Is that all he said? 

yir, Frantz. No, that is not all he said. That is the first thing 
he said. 

Mr. Barker. What else did he say? 

]\Ir. Frantz. AVell, most of the talking Avas done by the detectiATS. 
The marshal informed me that he Avas a deputy marshal. He told 
me his name. He told me he had a Dies committee subpena for ]\Ii\ 
Hall. The marshal asked me AAdieie Mr. Hall Avas, and I said I 
didn't knoAv. I did tell him and the detective that Mr. Hall Avas out 
of toAvn on a tri]). 

The marshal asked me Avhether I kneAV hoAv he could get in touch 
with Mr. Hall and I said I didn't. He asked me AAdiether I kneAV 
hoAY he could, ^Ir. Hall, could be reached by long-distance phone. 
I said I didn't. I belieAT that is all I can think of at the moment 
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tlint T luu siii'e tlio niursluil said to me rather than the detective. As 
r say, tlie d(‘tective did most of tlie talkino*. 

^^fr. Bakkek. Were you arrested by the marshal or by the detective? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. Bv the detective. 

]\rr. IhvmvEK. And he took you to the city jail ? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. He took me first to the police headquarters and ques¬ 
tioned me there. Then lie had me booked at the desk sergeant’s 
ofUce. 

Mr . Bakkek. Xow, if the marshal had made the arrest he would 
have taken yon to the United States marshal’s office, yon presume, 
don’t you ? 

The CiiAiiEAiAX. IVelh he made it clear that the cit}" detective was 
the one that made the arrest. 

^Ir. Bakkek. Let me ask yon this. Mr. Frantz: Did the mardial 
])artici]iate in the arrest of yon? Did he lay hands on you or state 
that you wei’e under arrest or anythino*? 

]Mr. Fkaxtz. Xo. sir. The marshal took place—took part in this 
questioning- in ^fr. Hall’s office. Tlie marshal—the three of us went 
toijether from Mr. Hall’s office to the ])olice headquarters. The mar¬ 
shal was ])resent auain when I was questioned at police headquarters. 
He knew tliat the detective was ])uttin^ me under arrest because I was 
unable to n:ive information which the marshal was seekino-. And he 
made no protest. And he took ])art in both these questionin<^s and he 
acconqianied me to the ])olice headquarters. He did not accompany 
me to the jail and neither did the detective. 

Mr. IHkkek. Xow. Mr. Frantz, you have been ari'ested before, 
haven't von? 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to the question. The fact that a person 
is arrested is no indication tliat he has been convicted of any crime. 

Mr. Barker. ^Ir. Chairman, I think that is a material question. 

The Chairaiax. You have, no doubt, a particular reason for not 
sayinp^- 

Mr. Fleischer. For the reason, ^Ir. Chairman, that anybody pos¬ 
sibly can be arrested, and the fact a person is arrested is no indication 
or i-eflection on his moral character. 

Tlie CiiATRAiAX. Put the question this way- 

Mr. Fleischer. ^‘Has he ever been convicted,'’ is another story. 

The CnAiRAiAAT. Have you ever been indicted? 

^Fr. Fraxtz. Xo, sir. 

^Ir. Fleischer. I object to that. 

The Chairaiax. You ])ropose to ask him simply if he has been 
arrested ? 

Mr. Barker. Yes. 

^Ir. Fleischer. MY object to that. 

The CiiAiRAiAX-. MYit a minute. 

Mr. P>arker. In connection with communistic activities? 

Idle CiiAiKAiAx. MYll, I don’t think that the mere fact that a man 
is arrested, unless there is some conviction or trial or something 
else, would be a material question, because a man miitht be arrested— 
an innocent man might be arrested and still that would not be aii}^ 
evidence of his guilt. 

Mr. Barker, d'hat is true, but in this particular instance- 

The Chairaiax. IVell. pi-oceed with the questions. T hardly be¬ 
lieve that, unless it becomes material in connection with some other 
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testimony at this time, I don’t see how the fact that a man is arrested^ 
if it is not accompanied by an indictment or trial or conviction 
slionld be used against him, unless there is some evidence showing 
that he was actually, as a matter of fact, disturbing the peace or 
engaged in some riotous activities. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Chairman, the purpose of the questions—the wit¬ 
ness testified he was not a member of the Communist Party and that 
he had not attended any meetings of the Communist Party. The 
pur])Ose of the question, Mr. Chairman, was to show that the witness 
had been arrested previously in connection with communistic activities, 
placed in jail, and held for investigation, and released. 

The Chairman. AVell, you mean that he was arrested at some Com¬ 
munist demonstration ? 

Mr. Barker. Xo, sir. He was ari*ested while doing work for the 
Communist Party in INIemphis, Tenn. 

]\Ir. Fleischer. Mny I suggest Mr, Barker ask him whether or 
not he was ever convicted of a crime and whether or not he was 
functioning in the capacity of a Communist at tlie time arrested? 

The Chairman. Well, this witness stated under oath that he was 
never at any meeting held under the auspices of the Communist Party, 
That is correct, is it, Mr. Frantz? 

Mr. Frantz. That is right. 

Jlr. Fleischer. That is subject to a double interpretation, ilr. 
Chairman. 

The Chairman. I am speaking now of the Communist Party. I 
use that word. 

j\Ir. Fleischer. You mean a meeting where everybody attended 
was a member? 

The Chairiman. I said ‘binder the ausi)ices of the Communist Party, 
where the Communist leaders called the meeting.” I am not speaking 
of a meeting at which Communists were ])resent. He has testified he 
wasn’t present at any time at such meeting; is that true? 

Mr. Frantz. Well, I am not sure quite what you mean by ''■under 
the auspices of.” You said in regard to this election meeting that 
Mr. Hall held at which I was present. You said that that didn’t 
count because that was a meeting which was open to the public. 

The Chairman. Well, that was called by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Frantz. Well, it was a campaign rally foi* a Communist candi¬ 
date. Presumably it was called by the Communist Party. 

The Chair:man. Well, was there any disturbance at the meeting? 

ill*. Frantz. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Nothing occurred at that time? 

ill*. Frantz. I don't remember any occurrence. 

ilr. Fleischer. May I point out to you, ilr. Chairman, even if such 
a meeting were held we must assume it was a legal meeting, prop¬ 
erly—orderly. 

The Chairman. Nobody questions the legality of it. What we are 
trying to do is inquire into the facts. The Communist Party under 
the existing situation is a legal party. 

Ml*. Fleischer. And anybody Avoiild have a right to attend a 
meeting. 

The Chairman. No one disputes that. 

ill*. Fleischer. That is AAdiat his question amounts to. 

The Chairman. Proceed. 
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^fr. Bakivkh, Mr. Frantz, yon are Avliat—a citizen of the United 
States^ 

Fraxtz. I am. 

Mr. Barkkk. You were born in Tennessee? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Barker. Your father is a professor at the University of 
Tennessee? 

.Mr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

^fr. Barker. lYofessor of Komance Languages at the University 
of Tennessee ? 

^fi*. Fraxtz. Tliat is right. 

^Ir. Barker. And he lives at 3318 MYodhill Place in Knoxville; 
is that right ? 

Mr. Fraxtz. That is right. 

Mr. Barker. Do you know 'William Haines Spradling, also known 
as 'Wallace Haines Spradling, and also known as Wallace Spradley, 
of Independence, Kan., an organizer for the Communist Party? 

Ml'. Frantz. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that this question has 
no reference to my activities. It is a question of do I know so and so. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. We want to know the activities of the Communist 
Party in general and you are a witness and he asks you if you know 
the pei'son. We are not here just to inquire solely of your own ex- 
])erience. We are asking you with refei'ence to i3eople in the move¬ 
ment that you know and that you have had contacts with. Do you 
know any such person as that ? 

Mr. Fleischer. Do you know him? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

The Chair:max. You do? 

]Mr. Fraxtz. Yes. sir; I have met him. 

]Mr. Barker. You know him? 

]Mr. Fleischer. He said he met him. He did not say he knew him. 

The Chairmax. He could liai'dly meet him unless he knew him, 
could he ? Go ahead. 

]\Ir. Barker. Xow, ]\Ir. Frantz, you were a follow-up man foi* Mr. 
Spradling in trying to organize a union of the Communist Party in 
Shelby County at Memphis; is that right? 

^fr. Fraxtz. Xo. sir. 

JMr. Fleischer. I object to the form of the question. Well, it has 
been answered. 

^Ir. Barker. I didn't liear you. 

^Ir. Fraxtz. Xo, sir; I was not. 

^Ir. Barkt:ie Do you know this gentleman Avhen yon see him? His 
picture? Would you know his picture, Mr. Spradley? 

Mr. Fr,.vx^TZ. I think so. 

Mr. Barker. [Handing photograph to the witness.] 

Mr . Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

]\lr. ]k\RKER. Is that the gentleman? 

Ml'. Fraxtz. That is him. 

Mr. Barker. ^Ir. Chairman, ]Mr. Si)radley Avas arrested in ^lem- 
phis on October 19, 1937. 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to any statements made by counsel. If he 
Avants to testify, let him be SAvorn. 

d he Chairaiax. That is correct: don't make statements. 

]Mr. Fleischer. I ask it be stricken from the record. 
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The CHAimiAN. Don't make statements. You can ask the witness 
questions. 

Mr. Barker. All ri^ht. Now, ifr. Frantz, at the time you were 
taken into custody at Memi)his, was there found upon your person 
papers indicating that you were the follow-up agent for the Com¬ 
munist organizer, Mr. Spradley? 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to that question because it assumes a state 
of facts which is not in the evidence. He said: “When you were 
arrested in ^lemphis, Tenn.” There is no proof he was arrested in 
Memphis, Tenn. 

The Chairman. Well, at any time were papers taken off of you 
indicating that you Avere associated Avith Spradley in any maimer ? 

]\Ir. Frantz. I was not associated AAUth Spradley. 

The Chair:man. I say at any time Avere papers taken from your 
person indicating or shoAving any connection betAA^een you and 
Spradley? 

]\rr. Frantz. I Avas —I was —I Avas in Memphis doing civil-riglits 
work and one of the cases that I Avas interested in Avas the Spradlhuj 
caxe, 

i\Ir. Fleischer. As attorney? 

The Chairman. And you had papers on your person shoAving a 
connection betAveen 3^011 and Spradley? 

^Ir. Frantz. No. I don't understand Avhat 3^011 mean by “con¬ 
nection.” 

The Chairman. Well, Avhat AA^re the })apers about? 

]\Ir. Frantz, I don't remember Avhat I had on 1113^ person at that 
time, but I do knoAv Avhat I Avas doing in ]\Iemphis and I Avas- 

The Chairman. I understand Avhat 3011 AAere doing in Memphis, 
but I am tiying to inquire into Avhether or not 3^11 had aiyv papers 
on 3^0111* person at that time shoAving any kind of a connection be¬ 
tween 3^011 and Sj^radling. 

i\Ir. Fleischer. Mr. Chairman, Avill a date be fixed on that? Per¬ 
haps that Avill refresh his recollection. 

The Chairman. Well, he hasi already testified about the occasion 
so he evidently is not in doubt aliout the date. 

]\Ir. Barker. I liaA^e a date. Mi’. Chairman, if you Avant it. 

The Chair^ian. Mdiat is tlie date? 

]\rr. I^arker. November 30, 1037. 

iNIr. Frantz. I came to ^lemphis Avitli information in 1113^ possession 
about the Spradllng ea.se. If voii call that a “connection Avith Mr. 
Sju’adling,” then that is it. 

The Chairman. I am not calling aindhing; I am just asking 3 "ou. 

Mr. VooRHis. What organization Avere 3^11 connected Avith at that 
time ? 

]\Ir. Frantz. I Avas in INIemphis for the National Committee for 
People’s Biglits. 

The Chairman. What Avas 3 "our position in connection Avith that 
Committee ? 

Mr. Frantz. I Avas doing mostl3" legal research and other work 
for the southern re])resentatiAT of that Committee Avhose office Avas 
in Birmingham. 

The Chairman. Who Avas that southern representatiA^e ? 

Mr. Frantz. Tliat Avas ]\rr. Joseph Gelders. 
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The ChiAiiJMAX. Did tliis Mr. (lelders know— m'us he the one who 
employed yon in conneetion witli this work ^ 

Mr. Fkaxtz. Yes. 

The CnAimiAX. Did you know anyone else in the organization 
besides him { 

(No answer.) 

The (hiAiuMAx. Any other olHeial in the organization? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. No. sir. Tliei'e Avere no officials of the organization 
in Birmingham exc(‘pt Mr. Geldei's himself. T Avas Avoi’king for him. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Did you meet any of the officials in any other 
section of the country? 

J\Ir. h^RAXTz. No, sir; I did not. 

The CiiAimiAx. All your connections Avei-e AAith ^Ir. Gelders? 

Mr. Fuaxtz. That is right. 

The (hiAiHMAx. And he emjdoyed you in connection Avith this par¬ 
ticular case? 

Mr. FliAXTZ. No. sir. He employed me in general as a sort of 
special assistant to do AvhateAei’ Avork I Avas most needed on, and it 
Avas understood tliat the main body of that AAork \AA)uld be legal re¬ 
search and other kinds of research. si)ecially legal. 

The Gitair:max. And AA^as there some sort of proceeding against 
this man Si)radling? Is that Avhat I understand? 

^Ir. Fuaxtz. This man Spradling had been arrested in his oAAn 
room, as I remember the case, in his oaaui room at the ^Memphis 
Y. ^1. C. A. and sent to the chain gang on a vagrancy charge. And 
the National Committee for People's Rights and Mr. Gelders con¬ 
sidered that a Adulation of his civil liberties and that case Avas one 
of the Adulations of ciAdl liberties in Memphis that ayc had in mind 
Avhen Mr. (lelders sent me to Memphis. 

The Chaucaiax. What Avas vSpradley? Was he an official in the 
Communist Part}’? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. I don't haA'e personal knoAA ledge of that, but I under¬ 
stand that he Avas. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Well, fiom your investigation and the papers you 
had and your connection Avith the case, Avas that generally knoAvn— 
that he was an official in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. I don’t knoAv Avhat Avas generally knoAvn, but my un- 
der.^^tanding Avas that he Avas ai’rested and charged Avith vagrancy— 
that he Avas Avoi*king for the Communist Party. 

The CiiATicAiAx. Isn't it a fact that in the State of Alabama that 
Spradley Avas on the State committee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. I don't knoAv. 

The Chaikmax. You don't knoAv that to be a fact ? 

(No ansAA’er.) 

The CiiAiR^iAx. You know that Robert Hall is the district and 
State secretary, do you not ? 

]\fr. Fkaxtz. That is generally knoAvn. 

The CiiATiLAiAxr. Do you knoAv Andy BroAvn ? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. Yes. I think I have met him in Woi'kers Alliance AAork. 

The CiiAiKMAX. In the AVorkers Alliance? 

Mr. F KAXTZ. Yes. 

The Chaikaiax. AAYre you active in the AA'orkers Alliance? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. Yes. 
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The Ctiair:max. What position did you hold? 

INIr. Fiuntz. Well, I was mostly publicity director. 

The Chair:man. For the Workers Alliance at Birmingham? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. And you met Andy Brown, who was active in the 
Workers’ Alliance, there? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

The Chairman. What offi(*ial position did Andy Brown hold in 
the Workers’ Alliance? 

INIr. Fiuntz. I don't think he held any. 

The CHAiR:\rAN. You don't think he had any position in the 
Workers’ Alliance? 

Mr. Frantz. No. 

The Chatr:man. He was just active in the work? 

Mr. Frantz, Yes. 

The Chairman. Did you meet Jim iMallory? 

iNIr. Ft .EiscHER. Mr. Chairman, I again press my objection. I 
think this is outside of the scope of the investigation of your com¬ 
mittee. This witness will be glad to answer any question as to his 
particular activities with relationship to the matter under investiga¬ 
tion by your committee. 

The Chairman. This is his activity. 

i\Ir. Fleischer. The fact that he knew somebody? 

The Chair^man. His activities in connection with Andy Brown. 
That is Avhat I am asking about. 

Mr. Fleischer. He testified that he was—he was active in the 
Workers Alliance. Now, as to whether any other person was active 
or involved, so far as this witness is concerned, I think is entirely 
irrelevant and immaterial. 

The Chairman. Your exception is noted. Did you meet Jim INtal- 
lory ? 

]\rr. Frantz. No; I don't know Jim Mallory. 

The Chairman. Do you know John Parker? 

]\Ir. Frantz. No. 

The Chairman. Never met John Parker? 

ilr. Frantz. I don’t remember any John Parker. 

The Chairman. Do you know Frank Curry? 

Mr. Frantz, No. 

The Chair:\ian. Never met Frank Curry? 

(No answer.) 

The CiiATRiMAN. Do you know Jane Speed? 

iNIr. Frantz. Yes. 

The Chair:man. Where did you meet Jane Speed? 

^fr. FiiANTz. In Birmingham. 

The Chairman. In connection with what did you meet her? 

i\[r. Frantz. I don't remember in what connection. 

The Chair:man. Didn't you meet her in the otlice of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Frantz. No, sir; I don’t think I did. 

The CiiAiR^MAN. You don't recall where you met her? 

Mr. Frantz. I don’t recall with certainty where I met her; no. I 
think I met her first at her house. 
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The CiiAiiniAX. You know that you met her at her house, you say? 

^Ir. Fkaxtz. I don't reuiembei* with any certainty where I first met 
lier. 

The riiAimiAN. I thought you said—you just said you thought you 
met lier at her liouse. 

^Iy. Fuantz. That is my impression. 

The CiiAiKMAX. That is your impression? 

(Xo answer.) 

The CiiAimiAX. Did you know Jane Speed to be a Communist? 

Mr. Fkantz. I knew that was her general reputation; yes, sir. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Did you know that Jane Speed was a member of 
the State committee of tlie Communist Party of Alabama? 

]\rr. FKANTZ. Xo. 

Tlie CiiAiRWAx. All riglit; proceed. 

yir. Barker. ^Ir. Frantz, do you recall a hosiery mill strike at the 
Rockwood Hosiery ]Mills at Roane Countv, Teiin., at Harriman, in 
April of 1935? 

]\rr. Fraxtz. In Harriman? 

]\Ir. Barker. Yes. 

ilr. Fraxtz. Xow, wait a minute. Harriman and Rockwood are 
two different places. 

]Mr. Barker. The Rockwood Hosiery Mills are located in Harri¬ 
man. 

]\Ir. Fraxtz. I recall a strike in Harriman. I thought the name of 
it was the Harriman Hosiery Mills. 

Barker. Well, it might be. Your knowledge of that may be 
better than mine. Do 3^011 recall that strike in 1935? 

Mr. Fraxtz. I think it was in 1934. 

]Mr. Barker. 1934? 

ilr. Fraxtz. I doift know what date it was. I think it was in 1934. 

^Ir. Barker. Do you recall that the cit}^ water works at that time 
was d3mamited ? 

Mr. Fleischer. I object. 

The Chairaiax. IWiat is it? 

Mr. Barker. I asked him if he knew the city waterworks at that 
time were dvnamited? 

Mr. F leischer. Xow, I object to this type of question. It is 
evidently an intent on the part of the examiner here to color the 
testimony of this witness and to create a picture as far as this de¬ 
fendant is concerned—this witness is concerned—which does not 
exist at all. 

The CiiAiRAiAX-. What is youv ])urpose of asking that? 

!Mi-. Barker. I will ask another question. 

]\lr. Fleischer. I ask it be stricken from the record. 

]Mr. Barker. Mr. Frantz, do you know Hilliard Bernstein? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

ilr. Barker. You do know him? 

]\fr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Barker. Did you re])resent him when he was airested at 
Rockwood ? 

iMr. Fraxtz. I did not. 

Barker. Did you represent him as a memlier of the bar when 
he WRS arrested? 
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]\lr. FKA^Tz. I (lid not. 

Ml*. Bakkek. Did you know Hilliard Bernstein wlien he was ar¬ 
rested had a list of contacts where he was to contact you and several 
other individuals? 

Mr. Frantz. I did not know that. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Robert F. Hall is the district secretary of the 
Communist Party foi* Alabama, G(‘orgia, and ]Mississi])pi; isn't that 
right ? 

Mr. P'rantz. That is what I understand. 

Mr. Barker. He is also the southern representative of the national 
campaign (Committee of the Communist Party? 

]Mr. Frantz. That is right. 

Mr. Barker. Xoav, is Mr. Hall your only client thaf you have 
doAvn in Birmingham oi* do you jiractice law down there generally? 

Mr. Frantz. I was—neither one of those is (piite true. Mr. 
Hall is not the only client, and I have never been engaged in full¬ 
time law ])ractice. 

ill*. Barkp:r. Xow, at the time of your arrest by this city detective 
in Birmingliain, !Mr. Frantz, thei*e was removed from your person 
some correspondence addressed to Mr. Hall, was thei‘e not? 

Mr. P'rantz. There was. 

Mr. Barker. Was tliere any connection between that correspond¬ 
ence and the Communist Party? 

^Ir. Fleischer. Explain it. 

^Nfr. P"rantz. That correspondence was from the de])artment of 
justice in Mississip])i with relation to the regulations regarding 
getting on the ballot in Mississippi. 

Mr. Barker, lliat was the cori’espondence? 

Mr. Frantz. That is what it was. 

Mr. Barker. Well, Iioav many clients have yon had since you have 
been pi’acticing law in Birmingham? 

]Mr. P^rantz. I have had very few clients. T have been mostly 
engaged in Avork whicli had something to do with law yet was not 
the practice of law, such as this work that I did Avith Mr. Geldei’s. 

^Ir. Barker, Do you knoAV Paul Crouch? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

^Ir. Barker. Is Mr. Crouch the secretary of tlie Communist Party 
for the State of Tennessee? 

Mr. P'rantz. I don't knoAv. 

Mr. Barker. Hoav long haA^e you knoAvn Mr. Paul Crouch? 

Mr. Frantz. A couple or 3 years. 

Mr. Barker. PIrat you eA’er attended any communistic meeting with 
Mr. Paul Crouch ? 

Mr. Frantz. Xo. 

INIr. Fleischer. I object to that. The question lias already been 
ansAvered, l\Ir. Chairman. He testified at the beginning he neA*er 
attended any Communist Party meetings. 

The CuAuiMA's. AVell, for the sake of the record, Ave want specific 
either affirmance or denial. If he did not attend any Communist 
meetings and did not attend this, he may so state. 

]\Ir. Fleischer. His ansAver Avas 'hio,'’ as T take it. 

The Chairman. Is that right—your ansAver is “no"? 

Mr. Frantz. j\[y ansAAer is “no”; yes, sir. 

Mr. Barker. Do you knoAv Harold Kalston, alias Xathaniel Brown? 
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Ml’. Fkaxtz. Xo. 

Mr. Hakkkr. Do you know AVirt Tnylor? 

^Ir. Fijaxtz. Yes. 

Ml-. Hakkei:. xVlso known ns AVirt K. Taylor^ 

(Xo answer.) 

ilr. HAinvEir AA'liat ]X)sition does Air. AA'irt K. Taylor hold in the 
Doniinnnist l^arty in Alabama, Alississippi, and Georgia 

Mr. Fraxt/. I don't know exaetiy. L think he is some kind of 
assistant to Hall. 

d'he CirAiiEMAX. One j^oint ri^ht liere. Xow, yon say Air. Hall 
emjiloyed—did he employ you in behalf of the Communist Party 
of Alabama^ 

Air. Frantz. He did not say. He asked me to do this work, and 
1 agreed to do it. 

The Chatioiax. AAdiat was the nature of the work he asked you 
to do? 

Air. Frantz. He asked me to study the election laws of 12 South¬ 
ern States and furnish him a report on each State as to what was 
necessai-y to ^et the Communist l^irty on the ballot. 

The Chair^iax. AAdien did he employ you—what date did you say? 

Air. Frantz. It was about the middle of Alarcli. 

Idle CiiAimiAN. About the middle of Alarch? 

Air. Frantz. Yes. 

d'he CiiAiR3iAN. Did yon carry on your work in the oIHce of the 
Cominuni.st Party? 

Air. Frantz. I carried on my work principally in the law library 
in Birmingham. 

The Chairman. Did you cany on part of your work in the offices 
of the Communist Party in Birmiiiixham? 

Air. Frantz. Yes, sir. AA'hen I completed the study on any State, 
why. 1 would come back to Air. Hall's office, type iij) the information 
in the form that I thought would be most useful for him, and turned 
it over to him. 

The CiiATRYiAN. Did you I’epiesent anyone else during that period 
in the city of Birmingham ? 

Air. Frantz. Xo. 

The CirATR3iAX. Your only representation was Bob Hall, but it 
was in connection with the—it was foi* the Communist Party, was 
it not ? 

All*. Frantz. Well, as I say. Air. Hall asked me to do this work. 
1 presume it was not just an individual whim of Ids, but that is all 
I know about it. 

d'he Chairman. All right, ])roceed. 

Air. Barker. Do you know Air. Ted AAYllman, also known as 
Theo F. AVellman ? 

Air. Frantz. I know Ted AVellman. I don't know him by any 
other name. 

Air. Barker. AAhis Ted AAYllman a member of the Communist 
Party in Tennessee? 

Air. Frantz. Yes. He was well known as a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

Air. Barkfr. He was a candidate for Presidential elector on the 
Commuid'-t Pai'tv ticket in lOllG, wasn't he? 

Air. Frantz. T don't know. 
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Mr. IUkker. Do yon know where 'Mr, Ted AVellman is at this 
time i 

Mr. Frantz. I do not. 

iNIr. Barker. Do yon know where Wirt Taylor is at this time? 

]Mr. Frantz. I do not. 

Mr. Barker. Is iNIr. Wirt Taylor a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Frantz. I believe I have seen his name on Communist Party 
material. 

Mr. Barker. Have yon ever been ont of the United States? 

The Chairman. Have yon ever attended any meetings of the 
Young Communist League? 

Mr. Frantz. No. 

The Chairman. All right, proceed. 

]\Ir. Barker. Mr. Frantz, have yon assisted in the publication of a 
publication known as the New South? 

iSIr. Frantz. No, sir. 

Mr. Barker. Have yon ever assisted in the publication of a pub¬ 
lication issued in Knoxville under the name of the Yolnnteer? 

Mr. Frantz. No. 

iMr. Barker. ^Jr. Frantz, while yon were in Knoxville, were yon 
also employed by W. P. A. ? 

Mr. Frantz. I was in a nonrelief capacity; yes. 

Mr. Barker. Sir? 

Mr. Frantz. I was employed by the AV. P. A. in Knoxville in a 
nonrelief capacity. 

Mr. Barker. Nonrelief capacity? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. Yon were supervisor there of a |)roject to index all 
Federal archives? 

Air. Frantz. It was more like an inventory—survey of Federal 
archives is what it was called. 

Air. Barker. Yonr office at that time was in room 306 of the Fed- 
eral Building? 

Air. Frantz. It was. 

Air. Barker. How long did that ])roject last, Air. Frantz? 

Air. Frantz. About 10 months. 

Air. Barker. Do yon recall Air. Earl Browder, general secretary 
of the Communist Party, making an address in Chattanooga? 

Air. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Air. Barker. Yon attended that address? 

Air. Frantz. Yes; I did. 

Air. Barker. Yon did? 

Air. Frantz. Yes. 

Air. Barker. Air. Frantz, this office that yon worked in in Knox¬ 
ville in the AV. P. A. employed how many people? 

Air. Frantz. The most it ever employed was 10. AVe nsnally had 6. 

Air. Barker. On the afternoon that Air. Browder was to make 
this speech in Ch.attanooga, Air. Frantz, the office closed ont and all 
of yon went down to Chattanooga to hear Air. Browder, didn't yon? 

Air. Frantz. I don't remember closing early that day: no. And I 
don't think it is true that all of ns went down to hear Browder: no. 

Air. Barker. Pardon? 

Air. Frantz. No; that statement is not true; no. 
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Mr. ]T\ijkkk. You mean to say tluit not all of the employees—of 
the 10, went (o Chattanooi»a; is that ri^’lit ? 

^Ir. Fleisciiek. Mr. Chairman, may 1 resi)ectfiilly submit whether 
1 , 10 , IT), or oO jieople went to hear Eaii Browder is not material 
as far as this Avitness is concerned. 

The CiiAiK3!AN. We think it is, Mr. Attorney. Proceed. 

Mr. Bakkek. Mr. Fiantz, state how many of the people employed 
in room 3(X> at KnoxAulle, under this jiroject, AY. P. A. project, of 
wliich yon were supervisor, how many of those people went to Chat¬ 
tanooga Avith you to hear Air. Earl BroAvder speak. 

Air. Ekantz. I don't think any of them Avent to Chattanooga Avith 
me. 

Air. Barker. You just Avent by yourself? 

Air. Frantz. I don't recall avIio Avent to Chattanooga Avith me. I 
Avent to Chattanooga; yes. 

Air. Barker. Xoav, Air. Frantz, you haA^e a brother named John AL 
Frantz ? 

Air. Frantz. I do. 

Air. Barker. He is employed by the Tennessee A^alley Authority? 

Air. Frantz. YYs. 

Air. Barker. He is employed in mails and files in the XeAV Spran- 
kle Building in KnoxAulle; is that right? 

Air. Frantz. I belicA^e he is employed in office service. I donX 
knoAV Avhat building. 

Air. Barker. T)id he accomiiany you to Chattanooga to hear Earl 
BroAvder speak? 

Air. Frantz. T think he did; yes. 

Air. Barker. Did your father also go Avith you to Chattanooga to 
hear BroAvder? 

Air. Fi.eisctier. I don’t see Avhat this has to do Avith the questioning 
of this Avitness. 

The CnAiRAiAN. You noted your exception. 

All*. Frantz. Air. Chairman. I Avould like to add to tliat that I 
think Air. Barker’s questioning me about ]iersonal, private, and fam¬ 
ily affairs are not a proper subject for the inquiry and not Avithin 
the scope of the iin^estigation at all. 

Tlie Chairman. All right, ]iroceed. You haA^e already testified 
your brother AAxnt with you. The question is now: Did your father 
accoinjiany you to hear Earl BroAvder speak? 

Ah*. Frantz. I don’t think the question is material and I don’t 
think it is Avithin the scope of the iiiATstigation, Air. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Y'ou decline to ansAA*er the question? 

Air. Frantz. I decline to ansAver it for the grounds that I haA*e 
just stated : yes, sir. 

The Chairman. AVell, go ahead. 

Air. Barker. Air. Fi'antz, do you knoAv a lad}^ by the name of 
Aliss Dorothy Bemine ? 

Air. Feeischer. Air. Chairman, I again piess the same objection, 
Avhether he kjiCAV anyl)ody else is not pertinent to tlio inquiry before 
this committee. 

The Chairman. All right: your objection is OA*ernded. Proceed. 

Air. Baiiker. AnsAver the question. 

Air. Fleisctier. Exception. 

Air. Frantz. Air. Chairman. I don't Avish to discuss my friends 
here under circumstances Avhere their names Avill go out oati* the 
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press wires under goodness knows wliat interpretation of tlie evi¬ 
dence. and witli the ])ossible result tliat these personal friends of 
mine mioht lose their jobs oi‘ be discriminated apiinst in some way. 

Mv. Barker. Let me ask you this question then. Mr. Frantz. Is 
]\Ii ss Kemine the wife of your brother John ^ 

]Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

]Mr. Barker. AVas she em|iloyed on this AA". P. A. ])roject under 
your supervision ? 

Mr. Frantz. She was—she was not at that time a wife of my 
brother. 

Mr. Barker. She was not ? 

Air. Frantz. She was not. 

Air. Barker. Did she ^o to Chattanoop\ to attend the Earl 
Browder speech ? 

Air. Frantz. Air. Chaiianan, I don’t remember who went to 
Chattanooga. 

The Chairman. You remembered your brother did. 

Air. Frantz. I—to the best of my recollection my brother was 
there. I am not positive of that. I answered that (piestion to the 
best of my I'ecollection. 

The Chairman. AAYlb is your answer now that you don't remember 
whether this lady went to Chattanooga with you to hear tliis speech? 

Air. Fleischer. x\s far as you know, you don’t remember. 

Air. Frantz. I don't have any clear recollection of who did and 
who did not ^o to Chattanoo^'a. 

The Chairman. All ri^ht. 

Air. Barker. Do you know a woman by the name of Polly Carey ? 

Air. Frantz. Air. Chairman, I object to lieina* asked continually: 
^‘Do T know this person and that person,’’ because I don’t wish these 
persons to be discriminated amnnst or to sutler in any way for their 
having: been personally acquainted with me. 

Air. Starnes. You don’t think because somebody knows you that 
it is inimical to tluur welfare? You don’t contend that? 

Air. Frantz. I think it is inimical to any ]ierson‘s welfai'e to have 
liis name ^o out to the ])ress from this committee. 

Air. Starnes. In other words, you—I would like to o*et your posi¬ 
tion. Do you mean to say that jieople who know you—it would 
be harmful for the country to know tliat people know you? 

Air. Frantz. Xo, sii*. That is not my position. 

Air. Starnes. AAYll, that is the impi'ession I am netting because 
you are refusing to answei* because you say it will mean they will 
be discriminated a<]:ainst if you even know them and it Avili be 
harmful to them. I just Avant to ^vt youi* position in my mind here. 
A"ou mean to state that under yoiii* oath that if people kiiOAv you and 
yon so testify that yo\i know them and they knoAv yon, here before 
this committee, it will be injurious to them just because they knoAv 
you ? 

All*. Fleischer. It is very clear. Air. Committeeman, that the Avit- 
ness here has been subpenaed for the pur])ose of endeaA'orino: to find 
out Avhether or not he is a member of the Communist Party. 

XoAAy there is no p]*oof that he is a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Air. Starnes. That is not. Air. Counsel, Avhat is botherino- me. He 
is beino* asked certain pertinent C[uestions here. Xo Avitness who ever 
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came here lias just been confined to questions as to whether he be¬ 
longed lo an organization or didn't, but his general knowledge about 
any of these organizations or people connected with them, and it is 
pertinent to this impiirv. But I just cannot get the witness' attitude 
here—just because people know him that it would be harmful to them 
in a business or })rofessional way. 

^Ir. Fleischeu. Because he is subpenaed here ostensibly as a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party, and peo]ile who may read the press may 
draw the wrong or incorrect conclusion or inference by virtue of 
the fact that he is here as a witness to testify as to his alleged con¬ 
nection with the Communist Party. 

Mr. VooHins. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me this whole question 
de])ends on whether the committee is in possession of any evidence 
with regard to any of the persons concerning whom the questions 
are asked. 

I am unfamiliar with it. I don't know whether it is or not. But 
if it isn't, I think the witness' objection is jiroper; but if these are 
persons concerning whom tlie committee does have evidence, that is 
a different matter. 

^Ir, Barker. The purpose of the question is to find out if Polly 
Carey was his seci-etary while he was supervisor of this W. P. A. 
project. 

Mr. Fleischer. AVhy not ask the question instead of asking whether 
or not he knew her ? 

^Ir. Barker. He did not give me an ojiportunity. Was .she your 
secretarv, Mr. Frantz? 

:\Ir. F rantz. Before I answer that, may I make one more state¬ 
ment, ilr. Chairman ? I would like to make one more statement 
and try to clarify my position to this committee member who asked 
me about it. Is that all l ight ? 

The Chairman. All right; go ahead. 

Mr. Frantz. My position is this: I don't think that there is any 
reason, any legitimate reason, why anyone should suffer for being 
personally acquainted with me at all, but I do think that when Mr. 
Barker sits here and reads off names: “Do I know this person and 
do I know that person,'’ that to say ^‘Yes’' under these circumstances 
and have their names go out in the record as mentioned here before 
the committee, will give an inference in the minds of the |)eople who 
read these news reports that these jiersons were connected with some 
kind of activity that this committee is investigating. I don't think 
that is true of these ])eo]ffe, and I don't want that inference to be 
made through the press accounts of this tvj^e of questioning. Is that 
clear? 

^fr. Starnes. You don't mean to say you would attempt to censor 
the jness, would you? 

Mr. Frantz. I am not attem])ting to censor the press; no, sir. 

Mr. Starnes. And not attemjiting to tell the pre.ss what it should 
or should not write. 

Ml-. Frantz. I am not. 

Mr. Fleischer. It is the reading of the thing. 

The Chairman. Proceed. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Frantz, what hapiiened to this lY. P. A. project 
that you were working on in Kno.xville? 

Mr. Frantz. Xothing happened to it. The work was completed. 
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Mr. Barker. The work was completed? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. At the time that this W. P. A. project was ^oing ia 
Kaoxville, ^Ir. Frantz, were any fraction meetings of the Communist 
Party of Ivuoxville—of the Communist Party of Knox County— 
held in this oflice, room 306, in the Federal Building? 

Mr. Frantz. No, sir. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Frantz, did you heai- anything about what caused 
this project to be closed u])? Wliy it was closed? Were there any 
protests lodged here in Washington or with Col. Hai ry Bayer, in 
charge of the Tennessee W. P. A., about the activity of your office in 
Knoxville? 

ilr. Frantz. I don’t understand what you mean l)y ''any protest.” 
I don’t know of any protest; no. 

Mr. Barker. You do not recall any protest being made? 

Mr. Frantz. I don’t know of any protest. I do know—well, I— 
well, what I am trying to get across is, I don't know of any protest, 
and that the project was closed down, to my knowledge, because the 
work was completed. 

Mr. Barker. Did ]Mr. Woodruff Booth, postmaster at Knoxville, 
and John D. Wine, custodian of the Federal Building at Knoxville, 
take the ke^^s to this room away from you and impound the records? 

Mr. Frantz. They did not; no, sir. 

Mr. Barker. Did not? 

Mr. Frantz. No, sir. 

Mr. Barker. Who did you deliver the keys to, to this office? 

Mr. Frantz. I was not on the project until I'ight up until it closed. 
I was on the project until sometime in December. At that time my 
services were dis]iensed with, and the project was ])ut in charge of 
someone else for a ])eriod of several weeks, and I gnve the keys to my 
successor. 

Mr. Barker. And who was your successor? 

Mr. Frantz. Miss Eemine. 

Mr. Barker, INliss Dorothy Renline? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. E-e-m-i-n-e? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Frantz, did you bring a speaker to Knoxville one 
time to address the student body at the TTiiversity of Tennessee? 

]\Ir. Fleischer. ]\Iay I again press the same objection? 

The Chairman. What was the question? 

Mr. Barker. I asked if he brought a speaker to Knoxville to 
address the student body at the Universit}" of Tennessee. 

The Chauiman. What speaker? 

^Ir. Barker. I asked him if he brought a speakei'. 

]Mr. Fleischer. I think the question is vague. 

The Chairman. Wait a minute. AVell. I don’t think that would be 
a proper question—‘‘bring a s]ieaker” there for that ]iurpose. You 
mean some Communist speaker? 

Mr. Barker. Well, I vant him to state the name of the gentleman. 

The Chairman. Just ask this question: Who is the man that you 
ai-e inquiring about? 

Mr. Barker. I don’t have his name, ]\Ir. Chairman. I was asking 
the witness if he would state for the record the man l]e brought 
down to Knoxville. 
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The CiiAiKMAx. To addroj^.s a .students’ pitlierin^ tliere? 

]\Ir. Bakkkk. Yes. 

The CiiAiHMAX. AVhei‘e? 

]\[r. l^AKKKR. At the rniversity of Tennessee. 

^Ir. Fleisctiek. Wlien? 

]\Ir. Bakkkk. 19:37. 

^li*. Feeisciiek. AA'hat montli ? 

^h*. Barker. T don’t have tliat date. It is dnrincj the year 19:37. 

]\rr. Fleisciieie AVell. I object to tlie question, Mr. Chairman, oiT 
the <i-round it is va^ne, indefinite, and uncertain, and can have no 
bearinii' upon the sco])e or activities or functions of this committee. 

The Ciiair:max. I think the question in its pi'esent form would noT 
be admissible. Go ahead. 

^Ir. Starxp:s. Let me iiet something in my mind. You say you 
Avere working with the AV. P. A. in a nonrelief ca])acity in Knoxville? 

Mr. Fraxtz. That is ria'ht. 

Air. Starxes. For a ])eriod of around 10 months? 

Air. Fp.axtz. That is ri^ht. 

Air. Starxes. AVhat year ? 

Air. Fiuxtz. 1936. 

Air. Starxes. Xow. Avlien did you iro to Birmingham ? 

Air. Fraxtz. 1937. 

All*. Starxes. 1937? 

Air. Fraxtz. AYs. 

Air. Starxes. How long Avere you there before you were connected 
with the AVorks Progress Administration anywhere? 

Air. Fraxtz. I made application to tlie AAYrks Progress Admin¬ 
istration in April 1938, after my woih with All*. Gelders and the 
Xational Committee for People's Rights liad been terminated. 

AIi\ Starxes. Did you work on a relief or noni-elief capacity in 
Birmingham ? 

Air. Filvx'^tz. On a relief capacity. 

All-. Starxes. How long had you been in Birmingham before you 
wei-e accepted as a relief client? 

Air. Fraxtz. Well. I have been in Birmingham for something over 
a year. 

Air. Starxes. You were not theie a year befoi-e you put in your 
a])plication ? 

Air. Fraxtz. A^es: I was. 

Air. Starxes. Did you meet Jack Donovan while you were in 
Birmingham ? 

Air. Frax'^tz. AYs; I did. 

Air. Starxes. How long liad von been there before von met hijn? 

Air. Fraxtz. I don’t remember exactly when he came there. It 
seems to be he came there last summer. Imt I am not sure about that. 

Air. Starxes. Did you liave any conference with him with i-efei*- 
ence to the ]-elief situation in the Birmingham area? 

Air. Fraxtz. I had frequent conferences with him : yes, sir. 

Air. Starxes. Did you ever have any confei'ences with Air. Donovan 
in which either Air. Dunn, the State welfare director, w as piesent. and 
Air. W. G. Henderson, the State administrator? 

Air. Fraxtz. Xo. I don’t remember any conferences like that. 

Air. StarxivS. Didn't have any confeiences with those people? 

(Xo answer.) 
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Mr. Starnes. Mi\ Donovan is the direct organizer for the Workers’ 
Alliance, was he not? 

Mr. Frantz. He was a representative of the national office of the 
Workers’ Alliance. 

5Ir. Starnes. Did you ever have any conference with Mr. Donovan 
at which Paul Crouch was present? 

Mr. Frantz. I don’t think so; no. 

ill*. Starnes. Or with Jane Speed? 

ill*. Frantz. No. 

ill*. Starnes. How long did you stay on relief in Birmingham, Mr. 
Witness? 

ill*. Frantz. I was on relief for about a year and a half with 
several breaks, two of which were for more than 30 days between 
projects. 

ilr. Starnes. The 18-month provision, tlien, did not apply to you? 

Mr. Frantz. It did not. 

ilr. Starnes. What was the type of work that you did in Birming¬ 
ham ? 

ill*. Frantz. I have already gone into that, I believe. I was—I 
did radio scripts for the health project. I was an editor on the 
writers’ project, and I was an editor and then later principal editor 
on a national research project. 

iNlr. Starnes. How many did yon have in your writers' project 
there, do you recall? 

Mr. Frantz. Well, it seems to me there were about 8 in the State 
office. 

Mr. Starnes. Eight in the State office, and the State office is located 
there in Birmingham? 

Mr. Frantz. That is right. 

Mr. Starnes. That is all. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Frantz, this office of Mr. Hall in Birmingham, 
room—I think you said—room 235 in the Clark Building, is that 
right ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. That is IMr. Hall’s office, his headquarters for the 
Communist Party, isn’t it? 

Mr. Frantz. Well, I don’t know that it is. No; it is Mr. Hall’s 
office, and he is an official. 

Mr. Barker. Sir? 

Mr. Fleischer. He already answered it. 

Mr. Frantz. All I know is that it is ]\Ir. HalTs office and that he is 
an official. 

Mr. Barker. Official of the Communist Party? 

]\Tr. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. Were there any records in that office, Mr. Frantz? 

]Mr. Frantz. I don’t know of any records in that office. I am not 
in charge of the office, and if there were any records there I wouldn’t 
be acquainted with them or have any business going into them. 

Mr. Barker. How long has it been since you have seen Wirt Taylor? 

iNIr. Fleischer. Now, Mr. Chairman, I again press tlie same objec¬ 
tion. I respectfully suggest the scope and activity of this committee 
is confined to matters pertaining to his activities and the relation¬ 
ship of the question of un-American activities. Anything outside of 
the scope of that is incompetent, irrelevant, and immaterial. 
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The CiiAimiAX. Well, witli reference to Wirt Tayloi’. is he un 
official in tlie Coinmunist Party ^ 

Mr. Fleischer. There is no i)roof as to that. 

The CiiAimiAX. I am askiim that. 

Mr. Barker. Mr. Frantz i(lentified Mr. Wirt Taylor as being an 
official in the Communist Party by stating that he saw his name on 
some matei*ial up there in that office, and a subpena has been issued 
for Mr. Wirt Taylor. He hasn't been located, and I wanted to know 
if ]Mr. Frantz- 

The Chairmax. Do you know ]\Ir. Wild Taylor to be—you under¬ 
stand him to be a member of the Communist Party? 

]Mr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir; I do. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. He is a member of the Communist Party. Well, 
go ahead and ask youi* (|uestion. 

Mr. Fleischer. Exception. 

Mr. Barker. How long has it been since you liave seen Mi‘. Wirt 
Taylor t 

Mr. Fleischer. I again pre.ss the objection. It seems the scope 
of tliis committee is to obtain information as to the whereabouts of 
this witness whom it is anxious to serve. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Would you lie inclined to suppi'ess any infoi’- 
mation ? 

Mr. Fl EiscHER. Provided such type of questioning relates s])ecific- 
ally to any activities or actions that his witness has carried on in the 
.sco])e of un-American activities. 

The Chairmax. You would not have any objection to the com¬ 
mittee finding this witness? 

Mr. Fleischer. Xo; I wouldn’t have any objection, but I still press 
the objection that such questioning is immaterial and irrelevant. 

The Chairaiax. All right; proceed. 

^Ir. Barker. Answer the question. Mr. Frantz. 

Mr. Fraxtz. I saw him last Saturday. 

Mr. Barker. Last Saturday. Where did you see him? 

oMr. Fraxtz. He took me to the train. 

Mr. Barker. He took you to the train? 

Mr. F RAXTZ. (Xo answer.) 

]\Ir. Barker. Have you been carrying on a general correspond¬ 
ence for Bob Hall, in addition to this work for the national cam¬ 
paign committee of the Communist Part}’? 

^Ir. Fraxtz. Xo. 

Mr, Barker. You did not handle any general corresiiondence? 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to the question. It has already been 
answered. It is in the record. 

The Chairaiax. You did not write any letters foi' P>ob Hall or 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Fleischer. Xo. 

The Chairaiax. Is that right? 

^Ir. Fi;axtz. I did not. 

The Chairaiax. Did you open any of the mail to Bob Hall or the 
Communist Party ? 

^Ir. Fraxtz. This mail that was in my pocket at tlie time that I 
was arrested, while it was addressed to Mr. Hall, it was material 
regarding getting on the ballot, and Mr. Taylor turned it over to 
me to study in l\Ir. Hall’s absence. 
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^Ir. Bakkek. Who else wjis in this room in the Clark Building 
when the city detective and the marshal came up there? 

Mr. Frantz. No one. 

Mv. Barker. You were there? 

]\Ir. Frantz. Yes. 

Mr. Barker. Did you have a key to the room, Mr. Frantz? 

JNIi-. Frantz. I did. 

My. Vooriiis. Could I ask one question. Were you retained by 
Mr. Hall or by the party to make this study? Is that what I under¬ 
stand? 

Mr. Frantz. I wns retained by Mr. Hall; yes. 

]Mr. AYorhis. And he paid you a salary to do this work; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Frantz. That is right. 

Idle Chairman. Did he pay you by check or in cash ? 

]Mr. Frantz. He paid me by cash. 

Mr. Barker. Now, Mr. Frantz, this subpena that was served upon 
you by the United States marshal of Birmingham is a subpena duces 
tecum re(|iiiring yon to bring all records of the Communist Party 
in your possession and cnstoily. including correspondence, member¬ 
ship lists, and financial records. Did you bring the records with you, 
Mr. Frantz? 

Mr. Frantz. I have never had any such records in my possession 
or custody. 

Mr. Barker. You had a key to JMr. Flail’s office? 

Mr. FYantz. Yes; but I didn’t have custody of anything that was 
in Mr. Hall's office. I had the use of it—I had the use of the office. 

Mr. Barker. Have you been in communication since you were 
served with this subpena on April 11 with ISIr. Bob Hall? 

]Mr. Frantz. T don't see how that is material. ^Ir. Chairman. 

The Chairman. It is material. 

Mr. Fleischer. In what wa 3 % IMr. Chairman. 

The Chairaian. Well, do you want me to disclose publicly the 
reasons he is being asked these questions? I am trying to be fair to 
the witness. We are not here just asking him questions to pass tlie 
time uAvay. All of us have business to attend to mid we are here 
asking questions because we have a definite reason for asking them. 
But i am not, in fairness to the witness. I am not disclosing such 
reasons. Proceed. 

Mr. Barker. Answer the question. Mr. F'rantz. Were you in com¬ 
munication with Bob Hall after you had been served with the sub¬ 
pena on A]iril 11 ? 

iMr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barker. You were? 

Mr. Frantz. I was. 

Mr. Barker. At what place ? 

Mr. Frantz. At liis office. 

Mr. Barker. In Birmingham? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes. 

jNIr. Barker. And what day was that ? 

Mr. IhiANTz. Well, I was in his office on Friday and also on Satur¬ 
day of that week, which would be- 

i\Ir. Barker. April 12 and 13? 

Mr. Frantz. Something like that. 
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Mv. Barker. Wore you in ooinmunication with ]Mr, Paul Crouch at 
any time al’tei' you were served with a subpena ^ 

^lT^ P^RANTZ. Xo. 

Ml*. Barker, ^li*. Phantz. have you ever belonged to the American 
League Against AVar and Phiscism or the xVmerican League for Peace 
and Democracy ( 

Mr. P'rantz. Xo, sir. 

^[r. Barker. You have not ( 

Mr. P'ra.xtz. Ah). 

Lhe CiiAunrAN. Mlien did you join the MMrkers’ Alliance, Mr. 
P'rantz ( 

Mr. Fraxtz. 193C). 

Lhe CiiAiiaiAxx You are still a member of the 'Workei's' Alliance? 
Mr. PhiAXTz. AYell, I would say, ^'Xo,” because I haven't been active 
or paid my dues in some time. 

I'he Ciiair:max. Did you ever make any speeches in behalf of the 
M'orkers* Alliance? 
i\[r. P'raxtz. Yes. 

The CiiAuniAx. MY re you one of the organizers for the MYrkers’ 
Alliance? 

^Ii*. Fraxtz. Xo; I was tlie publicity director. 

The CipAiRAiAx. M^ere you ever approached by anyone to join the 
Communist Partv? 

Mr. PYeischer. He testified he was not a member of the Com¬ 
munist Partv. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. I am asking him if he was approached. 
iMr. Fleischer. Mh)uld it make any difference? The fact is he is 
not a member of the Communist Party. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. That is what we are inquiring into. MY re you 
ever approached by anyone to join the Communist Party? 

Mr. PYaxtz. I was never asked in so many words to join it; no. 
The Ciiairaiax. Xever asked in so many words to join the Com¬ 
munist Party. Bob Hall never solicited you to Ijecome a membei*? 
Mr. Fraxtz. AY. 

Mr. Starxes. By the way, who assigned you to this writers’ project 
and this publicity work on relief then in Birmingham, iMr. P^rantz? 

^fr. P^RAXTZ. Well, it was done through—I think you have got a 
little misunderstanding there. I—there was no pul)licity work on 
relief—on my relief employment. 

Mr. STAiiXEs. I understood you to say you were editoi' in chief of 
a writers’ ])roject. Maybe I didn’t understand you. 

]\[r. PY^xtz. You did misnndei stand me. 1 said I was editor. That 
doesn't mean of a j)ublication. That means I was editing mate¬ 
rial sent in from the field. 

Mr. Starxes. Mdio assigned you to that duty? 

Mr. Fraxtz. MYll, the—you mean who assigned me to the job 
that was done ? 

Mr. Starx'es. Yes; who assigned you to the job? 

Mr. P'raxtz. That was done through the W. P. A. assignment 
office. 

^[r. Starxes. Did you make application foi* that kind of work 
and ask to be assigned to tlie writers’ project? 

Mr. Ph{AXTz. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Starxes. To wliom did you address the application? 


7870 


ux-a:mericax propaoaxda aptivities 


Mr. Fraxtz. T made an application—I was on W. P. A.—I mean 
I was on tlie W. P. A. rolls at that time. 

Jlr. Starxes. Yes. 

Mr. Fraxtz. And I had no assignment. I made an oi*al applica¬ 
tion. to the State director of the project. 

]Mr. Starxes. Who was the State director at that time? 

Mr. Fraxtz. ]\riss Myrtle Miles. 

Mr. Starxes. INIiss Miles? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Yes, sir. 

'Mr. Starxes. She lives in Birmingham? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Hei* office was in Birmingham. She li^’es somewhere 
near there—not in the city. 

Mr. Starxes. Now. how long had yon lived in Birmingham be¬ 
fore you api)lied for relief? 

^Ir. Fraxtz. (No answer.) 

^Ir. Starxes. You said you went down there, as I undei’stand you, 
in 1937, sometime and that you were assigned to work about April 
1938. Noav, how long had you been thei‘e before you were assigned? 

^I]‘. Fraxtz. I had been there for something over a year. 

]\Ir. Starxes. But how long had you been thei’e before you applied? 

]Mr. Fraxtz. Well. I was—it is the same thing. I was assigned 
almost immediately after I applied. 

Mr. Starxes. You did not have any difficulty in getting on? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Well, I got on about 1 week aftei* my a]:>plication. 

Mr. Starxes. Did you apply through the Workers’ Alliance or did 
they assist you in any way in getting your—did they expedite action 
on your application for relief? 

Mr. Fraxtz. They did not: no. 

]\rr. Starxes. That is all. 

The Chatrmax. Mr. Matthews. 

Mr. ^Matthews. ^Vlr. Frantz, how long did you work for the 
National Committee foi* Peo])le’s Eights? 

Mr. Fraxtz. I worked there for a little over a year. 

Mr. Matthews. What was your salary—any? 

Mr. Fraxtz. Well, it depended. It was somewhat—it varied a 
good deal. I got—I would say I got an average of $15 a week. 

Mr. Matthews. What were you supposed to get in salary? 

The Ohairmax. S])eak a little louder, please. 

Mr. Fraxtz. Well, I am trying to make clear that this was changed. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Was there a fixed salary? 

^fr. Fraxtz. There was at various times. It was changed 
fi'equently. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. What was the former name of this organization, 
Mr. Frantz? 

Mr. Fraxtz. It was formei’ly known as the National Committee 
for the Defense of Political Prisoners. 

^fr. ]\1atthews. Who are the national officers of the National Com¬ 
mittee for Peo]^le’s Eights? 

Mr. Fletscher. I object to that. Mr. Chaii-man. I think it is not 
peidinent or relative. 

The Chair:max. If the witness knows. 

.Mr. Feeisctier. Exception. 

The Chairmax. Do you Avant to state the purpose of going into 
this matter? 
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Ml*. Flkischek, I wish you would. 

The Chaik:siax. I will slate the ])urpose: Because this organiza¬ 
tion—the coiiiuiittee has evidence this organization is a Coniinunist 
organization set up and controlled by the Coniinunist Party. Proceed. 

Mr. Maitiikws. IVlio are the national officers of the organization? 

Mr. Fk ANTZ. 1 don't know the oro-anization at the present time. 

^Ir, Mattiifavs. AVlien did you work for it? 

Mr. Frantz. T worked for it in 1937—the early ])art of 1938. 

Ml*. ]\Iatthfavs. IMio were the national officers at that time? 

Ml'. Frantz. I haven't had occasion to think of their names for some 
time and ollhand I don't remember their names. 

]\Ir. Matitiews. Do you know? 

]Mr. Filvntz. I had no dealings with them. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know that a substantial majority of the 
members of this committee are publicly known Communists? 

]Mr. Frantz. I don't know anything about the members. 

]\rr. ^Iatthews. Yon worked for the organization, didn’t you? 

y[i\ Frantz. I did. 

]Mr. Matthfavs. Did vou ever handle any of its letterheads? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes; I think so. 

^Ir. Yoorhis. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to know whether 
you mean a substantial majority of the members of the committee— 
do you mean of the governing board or the membership of the whole 
committee ? 

!M}*. ilATTHEWs. So far as I know the organization is a national 
committee and the national committeemen are those listed on the 
letterhead. 

Mr. VooRHis. I see. 

IMr. Matthews. That is what I refer to. 

]Mr. Frantz. I don't know what the question is now. 

IMr. ^Matthews. Mdio were the national officers at the time you 
worked for the organization? 

Ml*. Frantz. I don't remember who they were. I would probably 
recognize their names. 

The Chairman. AVhat is your answer? You don't remember? 

]Mr. Frantz. T had no dealings whatever with the national officers 
or with the national office. All my dealings were with Mr. Gelders. 

Mr. Matthews. But you did have letterheads in your possession, 
you have stated? 

Mr. Frantz. There were letterheads in the office; yes. 

Mr. ^Matthews. And did you conduct any corres])ondence at any 
time with reference to the alTairs of the organization? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, I did. 

Afr, AIatthews. You did use the letterheads then? 

Air. Fiuntz. I don't remembei* whether I used the letterheads or 
not. I think very probably I did. 

Air. AIatthews. You have seen the letterheads? 

Air. Frantz. Yes. sir. 

Air. AIatthews. And you did at one time know the names of the 
committee members? 

Air. Fleischer. Just for the sake of the record, let us get this clear. 
Are you referring to the Xational Committee for Peo]ile’s Bights or 
the Xational Committee foi* the Defense of Political Prisoners? 
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ilr. Matthews. Xational Committee for People's Eights, the or¬ 
ganization for which Mr. Frantz worked. 

Mr. Fraxtz. I don't think I ever paid any special attention to the 
names on the letterhead. I certainly never memorized them. 

Mr. Matthews. I did not ask you if you had memorized them. 
Would it be a matter of interest to know who your sponsors or em¬ 
ployers were? 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to tlie question on the ground that it has 
already been answered. He testified he doesn't know. 

Mr. Matthews. Mv. Chairman, the witness has not ansAvered any 
question that even remotely resembles that. 

Mr. Fleischer. I submit the record speaks for itself, and he was 
asked Avhether he kneAv and he testified he did not—never had any 
dealings Avith them. 

The Chairman. The record speaks for itself. 

]\rr, Mattheavs. I ask the Avitness, too, if it isn't a fact—if it isn’t 
a matter of interest to him to know for AAdiom he is Avorking. 

]Mr. Flijscher. I object to it on the further ground the question 
as |)ut is argumentatiA^e and speciilatiAT and calls for the operation 
of the witness' mind. 

The Chairman. If you had knoAvn the organization Avas a Com¬ 
munist organization, controlled by Avell-knoAAUi Communists, Avould 
you have Avorked for the organization? 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to that question on the ground it is highly 
speculative and hypothetical. 

The Chairman. We are trying to get his vieAvpoint about it. 

i\Ir. Starnes. iMr. Chairman, I don't think it is speculatiA^e be¬ 
cause he testified he has been Avorking for a man he knoAvs to be a 
Communist. 

iVfr. Frantz. No, sir—oh, you mean Mr. Hall; I see. 

]\Ir. Starnes. I thought you said you Avorked for Bob Hall. 

Mr. Fleischer. He admits that. 

i\[r. Starnes. And he kneAv him to be a Communist. 

Mr. Flitsciier. He did not say he Avorked for him. He said he 
Avas retained there. There is a difference in Avorking for and re¬ 
tained. 

The Chairman. His Avork aa as for the Communist Party in order 
to get the names on the ticket. 

Mr. Fleischer. As an attorney Avhich he had a legal right to do. 

The Chairman. And he has a legal right to belong to the Com¬ 
munist Party. On that theory Ave Avoiildn’t have an investigation. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. I show you a letterhead of the National Com¬ 
mittee for People’s Eiglits [handing document to the Avitness]. 

i\rr. ^Maitheavs. Have you ever seen letterheads like that ? 

Mr. Frantz. It looks like it. 

Mr. IMatiheavs. I ask that this be marked as an exhibit. 

The Chairman. Very well. 

(The document referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
""Laurent B. Frantz, Exhibit No. 1.”) 

iNir. ]\lATTnEAVS. I should like to read the names of these commit¬ 
tee members and ask the Avitness Avhether or not he knoAvs of his own 
knoAvledge Avhether they Avere publicly knoAvn Communists. 

Mr. Fleischer. I object to the introduction of the alleged exhibit 
into evidence on the ground there has been no identification by this 
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Aviinebi^. lie ^aid: ""It looks like it.'’ Didn't say it was a letterhead. 

Mr. MATriiEws. 'khe Avitiiess said he had seen similar letterheads. 

.Mr. FLKisciiEn. That does not mean it is a letterhead of the com¬ 
mittee. 

The CiiAiKMAX. Proceed. 

Mr. Mati'iiews. Rockwell Kent- 

]\Ir. Fleisctiek. I press the same objection. 

Tlie Chairman. Do you kiioAv anything about him ? 

JMr. Fi.£ischer. Xo. 

Mr. Frantz. Xo. 

^Ir. ^lA'rriiEAVs. Do you know Rockwell Kent. Avho is chairman for 
the Professional Groups for Browder and Ford? 

.Mr. Frantz. 1 don't kno^v aiiything about it. 

]\Ir. ^Iattiiem's. Did you ever hear of Ella 'Winter? 

.Mr. P'rantz. Mdiat do you mean ? 1 haven't met these people. 

]\Ir. Matthews. These are the x)eople for whom you worked. 

^Ir. Fleischer. There is no jiroof in the record that he worked 
for these people and I object to Mr. Matthews assuming a state of 
facts that do not exist. 

The CiiAiRAiAN. The evidence is. as I understand, that he worked 
for this committee. 

^Ir. Fleischer. For a local committee and that is a national com¬ 
mittee. 

Tlie Chairmax. But the local committee is under the control of 
the national committee. 

Mr. Fleischer. Exactly. 

The Chairman. A part of the same organization. 

^Ir. Fleischer. But Mr. Matthews tmt the question in the form 
that assumes a state of facts—that he worked for the national com¬ 
mittee. 

]Mr. ^Iatthews, He testified he worked for the Xational Com¬ 
mittee for the People's Rights. That is his language. 

]\Ir. P'leischer. Suppose we ask a few questions as to the organi¬ 
zational set-up. 

Did you work in Xew York City? 

]Mr. Frantz. Xo. 

Mr. Fleischfj?. Did you work for the local territory? 

]Mr. Matthews, ilr. Chairman- 

The Chairman. Just a second. I will ask the questions. 

Did von sav that vou were emploved bv this Mr. Geldei^s? 

:Mr. F rantz. Yes. 

The Chairman. You were employed in behalf of Avhat ? 

Mr. Imiantz. AVell. he Mas the southern representative of this 
organization. 

The Chairman. And you were employed to Avork for tlie organi¬ 
zation. Averc you not? 

Mr. Frantz. I Mxas employed to do whatever Avork he Avanted done. 
He didn't describe it as “employed by the organization,’* no. 

The Chairman. 'Well, you did not understand it Avas a personal 
Avork of his ? 

]Mr. Filantz. Xo. 

The Chairman. 'What did you understand Avhen yon Avere em¬ 
ployed ? 
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Mr. Fkantz. I was—Mr. Gelclers was tlie soiitliern representative 
of this organization and I was employed by him to do research, 
special legal research and to do other things—what I could for him. 

The Chairmax. For whom were yon to do the work^ 

iMr. Fr.\ntz. Well, the work, of course, was the work of the com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Starxes. Let him go ahead. 

]Mr. Fleischer. j\Iay I at this point ask one or two questions which 
I think will throw a little bit more light on this particular line of 
inquiry? 

The Chairman. Tell me what you have in mind. 

Mr. Fleischer. What I have in mind to show is this witness 
woi-ked directly under the supervision and control of Mr. Gelders, 
and this witness never had any direct or indirect contact with the 
so-called National Committee of this particular committee, whose 
actions are now—we are seeking now to inquire into; that his only 
contact was with this ^Ir. Gelders under whom lie worked. There¬ 
fore, any questions asked as to the composition or membership of 
the national committee, so far as this witness is concerned, is clearly 
irrelevant because he does not know. 

The Chairman. If he doesn’t know, he will have to say he doesn't 
know. Go ahead. 

Mr. Fleischer. That is the purpose. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Frantz, did you ever have any correspondence 
of any kind with the national office of this organization? 

Mr. Frantz. I don't remembe]- any correspondence with the na¬ 
tional office. Mr. Gelders dealt with the national office. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you state that you never did have any such 
correspondence ? 

]\Ir. Fleischer. I object to the question. It has already been an¬ 
swered. 

^Ir. Matthews. The question has been answered by the attorney, 
not by the witness. 

Mr. Fleischer. Answeied by the witness, and I object to Mr. 
^Matthews insinuating I am leading the witness. 

The Chairman. You certainly can answer that question. Did you 
have any correspondence with the National Committee? 

Mr. Frantz. I was not in correspondence with them. I couldn’t sit 
here and tell you as a positive thing that I never wrote the National 
Committee a letter; no. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Chairman, the attorney has so stated- 

The Chairman. So you don't i-emember whether you wrote a letter 
to the national office or had coirespondence with the national offices; 
is that con-ect ? 

Mr. Frantz. I was—I do remember that I was not in regular com¬ 
munication with the national office. I do know that I was not sup- 
])osed to be tliat. Mr. Gelders handled all relations with the national 
office. 

^Ir. Starnes. Mr. Chairman, he says he worked for Mv. Gelders, 
who is the southern representative of this National Committee. He 
was employed in that capacity. That makes him an employee of the 
Natioiial Committee because Gelders was—and got him to^vork for 
that purpose. 
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Mr. Flkisciiei{. But (hat doesirt mean lie knows wlio the ineinber- 
shi}) of the National Committee is. 

]\rr. Stakxes. He can say when asked the (juestion whether he does 
or does not know. 

The Ch.viemax. Proceed. 

'Mr, MAin^iiEWs. Do you know who Ella Winters is? 

Mr. Fraxtz. ^Ir. Chairman, I want to know how, when I am asked 
these questions, whether I am siqiposed to answer from what I per¬ 
sonally know or fi’om what I may |>ei*ha])s have heard or read in the 
press. 

The Ctiatkmax. Well, do you know? 

Mr. Fkaxtz. This question is. Have 1 ever heard of Ella Winters? 
I would like to answer- 

Mr. Starxes. May I suggest, Dr. Matthews, “Do you know them 
personally or by reputation to be—— 

^Ir. Matthews. I think I can ask it in another form. Do you know 
p]lla Winters, vice chairman of the National Committee for People's 
Eights was also a member of the Committee foi- Professional Groups 
for Browdei‘ and Ford? 

^Ir. Fleischer. T object because he assumes a >tate of facts not 
in the evidence. 

The Chatr^iax. He is asking if he knows Ella Winters as a mem¬ 
ber of the Professional (ironj)s for Brow^ler and Ford. 

Mr. Fleischer. He asked if he knew whether Ella Winters, who 
is a member of the National Committee, is connected with another 
organization. 

Mr. Matthews. I would like to ask if you accepted this in evi¬ 
dence when I ottered it in evidence, this letttu'head ( 

The CiiAiRAiAX. That is tiTie. 

Mr. Matthews. Then the document is in evidence ? 

Tlie CiiAiRAiAX. Yes. 

^ir. Fliuscher. Subject to my objection. 

File Chatraiax. Will you rejieat the question I 

^Ir. ]\lATrHEws. Dp you know whether or not Ella Wintei*s, vice 
chairman of the Nation Committee for People's Eights, was also a 
member of the Committee of Professional Groups for Browder and 
Ford ^ 

Mr. Frax'iz. I know nothing whatevei- of my own personal knowl¬ 
edge about Flla Winters—nothing whatever. 

Mr. Maithews. Do you know whethei* or not Sherwood Anderson 
is a member of the National Committee for People’s Eights and was 
also a member of the Committee of Professional Groups for Bj’owder 
and FoiaD 

Mr. Fraxtz. I never met Sherwood Anderson. 

Mr. Matthews. I did not ask you that. 

Mr. Fr.axtz. I am telling you I don t know anything about these 
people, as far as anything that I could te.stify to from mv own personal 
knowledge. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know whether oi* not AVinifi-ed Chappell 
is a member of the National Committee for People's Eights and 
also a member of the Committee of Professional Groups for Browder 
and Ford ? 

Mr. Fraxtz. I don’t know anything about her either. 
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]\Ir. Matthews. Do yon know whether or not Lester Colin is a 
member of the Xational Committee for People’s Rights and also a 
member of the Committee of Professional Groups for Browdei* and 
Ford ? 

^Ir. Fraxtz. I do not know anything about them. 

iNIr. Fleischer. In order to facilitate this type of questioning, 
may I suggest, IMr. Chairman, that as long as this is in evidence, 
subject to exception, that all—that the questions be phrased in this 
manner: That all the names on here, whether he knows they are in 
any way connected with any other organization. 

The Chairhan. As I understand he made the statement- 

Mr. Matthews. I will read the entire list of names and ask him 
the single question. 

The Chairman. You saw the list of names there, didn’t you, 
Mr. Frantz? 

Mr. Fleischer. You saw the letterhead? 

^fi’. Frantz. I didn’t read it down. 

Tlie Chairman. Read the list there. Paialon me. gentlemen, there 
is a roll call and vote. 

Mr. Fleischer. May I at this point ask one or two questions that 
I think should be cleared u]) with reference to tlie service of the 
subpena ? 

The Chairman. Not at this point because we are going to have 
to suspend. 

Mr. Fleischer. It is only two or three (jnestions and will take 1 
or 2 minutes to clear up. I think yon haven't a clear ihoture as to 
what happened as far as the service of the subpena is concerned. 

The Chairman. I think we have been very indulgent to permit 
you to ask these (luestions and step aside from the usual laile, be¬ 
cause of the charges that were made, in order to clarify the issue. 
We have not only done that but the marshal and other people that 
he has made statements about will be brought here and the whole 
matter of his testimony, since he has made certain statements here 
under oath, I think that the whole matter should be inferred to the 
district attorney’s office. 

Mr. Voorhis. As I understand it you say when you were ari'ested 
they charged you with vagrancy? 

Mr. Fleischer. Wasn't told of the charge until he was taken to 
the police station. 

The Chairman. We will have to suspend for the time being. 

Mr. Fleischer. May I make an offer of i)roof as to what this wit¬ 
ness would testify to—as to some matters which I think will en¬ 
lighten the committee on some matters? 

The CHAimiAN. You will have an opportunity to do that. 

Mr. Fleischer. I would like to do it. 

The Chairman. Before an a])propriate grand jury because this 
witness made c(‘rtain statements and certain cliarges that have been 
denied by the marshal and his office and by the investigator. I 
think the entire matter ought to go before the grand jury on the 
question of the whole question involved. 

Mr. Fleischer. i\Iay I still make an offer of proof as to what this 
witness would testify to as to the manner of service? 

The Chairman. The witness already testified. 
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Mr. Fleischer. Xo: lie husiTt. If you remember, ]\Ir. Chairman, 
that part of the iiK[uiry was permitted and then we pursued another 
line of questioning. 

d'he Chairman. AVe will have to suspend and if possible will meet 
again tomorrow morning at 10:30. 

^Ir. Fleischer. Not Saturday morning? 

The Chairman. AVell, we want to dispose of it so your witness 
can go. There is another witness here who wants to be heard. Wa 
will have to hear him in the morning. 

Mr. Fleischer. Do I understand there will be no further com¬ 
mittee hearing this afternoon ? 

The Chairman. AVe will suspend until 10:30 o’clock tomorrow 
morning. 

(AA’^hereupon at 3:30 p. m., the hearing was adjourned until 
10:30 a. m., April 23, 1940.) 



LWESTICxATlOX OF UN-AMERICAX PROPAGAXDA 
ACTIVITIES IX THE UXITEI) STATES 


TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1940 

House of Rei^kesextatin es. 
Committee ox Ux-Americax Activities, 

Wa.shfngfoff, 1). 0, 

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. ^Martin Dies (cliairman), 
presiding. 

T he CiiAtRMAX". The committee will come to order. 

The Chair announces a subcommittee composed of the chairman, 
the gentleman from Illinois, ^Ir. Mason, and the gentleman from 
California, ^Ir. Vooihis. Present are the chaii'inan and Mr. ]\Iason. 
Call yonr first witness. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. O'Sliea. 

The CuAiRMAxy Raise yoni* right hand and be swoiai. 

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS HUMPHREY O’SHEA 

The CHAiKMAxy Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. O'Shea. Y"es, sir. 

The Chairmax. Haye a seat. Will you speak as distinct ly and 
loudly as j)()ssible so we may hear you? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Certainly. 

Ml’. ^Matthews. ]Mr. O’Shea, will you giye you full name for the 
i-ecord ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Thomas Humphrey O'Shea. 

^Ir. Matthews. Are you an American citizen? 

Mr. O'Shea. Y^es. 

]\Ir. ^Iatthews. Wliere were you born? 

Ylr. O’Shea. In Cobh, Ireland. 

Mr. Matthews. C-o-b-h ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Cobh : yes. 

]\Ir. Matthews. When? 

Mr. O'Shea. October 21, 1897. 

Mr. Mattihavs. When did yon come to the United States? 

Mr. O'Shea. In 1927. 

Mr. Matthews. Whei’e were you naturalized? 

Mr. 0'Shf..\. At the southern district court in New Y^ork City. 

Mr. ^[atthews. When? 

Mr. O'Shea. In 1933. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Before you came to the United States what- 

The Chairman. Just a second. I belieye that is ^Ir. Onda. 

Ylr. Fleischer. Y"es. 
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The Chaikmax. Will you step aside uutil we liear the otlier wit¬ 
ness? He is liere now. 

(Witness excused.) 

The CiiAimiAx. Raise your ri^'ht hand before you sit down. 

TESTIMONY OF ANDREW RUDOLPH ONDA 

The Chairman. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing- but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. OxDA. I do. 

Mr. jMattiiews. Please give your full name for the record. 

Mr. OxDA. I just want to catch my breath. I have been walking 
up the stairs. Andrew Rudolph Onda. 

Mr. ]Mattiifavs. What is your address? 

Mr. Onda. 3624 East One Hundred and Fifty-first Street, Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio. 

]Mr. IMatthews. Are you an American citizen ? 

^Ir. Onda. I am. 

Mr. Matthews. Where were you born? 

Mr. Onda. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mr. IMatthews. When? 

Mr. Onda. October 23, 1904. 

Mr. Matthews. What is your present occupation ? 

Mr. Onda. I am the county secretary of the Communist Party, 
Cuyahoga County. 

Mr. ilATTHEWS. Is that in Ohio? 

IMr. Onda. That is. 

^Ir. IMatthews. Where are your headquarters? 

Mr. Onda. 1514 Prospect, room 305. 

Mr. Matthews. Cleveland, Ohio. 

IMr. Onda. Right. 

Mr. Mattheavs. How long have you occupied this position ? 

Mr. Onda. December or November, I forget Avhich, 1936. 

Mr. Matthews. Hoav long have you been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

Mr. Onda. July 1932. 

Mr. IMatthews. Where did you join the Communist Party? 

IMr. Onda. Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Mattheavs. What ])ositions have you held in the Communist 
Party since the time of your joining? 

Mr. Onda. Well, I am county secretary at the present time. I have 
held no position—that is, no position such as—outside of that one. 

IMr. Mattheavs. Have you eATr been a member of any leading com¬ 
mittees? 

IMr. Onda. Oh, yes. 

Mr. ^Iattheaa^s. Have you ever been a member of any factions in 
trade-unions? 

IMr. Onda. Oh, no. 

IMr. ^Iattheavs. Are you a member of a trade-union? 

Mr. Onda. Oh no, 

IMr. IMattheavs. HaAT" you eATi* been a member of a trade-union? 
^*^r. Fleischer. Don't say “oh.” 

Mr. Onda. No. 

IMr. IMattheavs. Have you held any positions of organizing besides 
the one you have now? 
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Mr. Onda. Xo— yes: I have—yes: F liave. 

^Ir. ^Mattiifavs. Please state what tliat was. 

Mr. Oxi)A. I was the State se(T(‘tary of the Uii(*in])loynient Coun¬ 
cils in —1 believe M4—somewhere alon< 2 : there. 

Mr. Matthews. IVas that an organization inuler the national lead- 
ershi]) of Herbert Benjamin? 

Mr. OxDA. Xo. That is not. That organizatioi] was amalgamated 
with several other unemployment organizations, I believe, at least 
seven or eight othei* unemployed oi'ganizations. into what later be¬ 
came the AVoi’kers’ Alliance—at the amalgamation—after the amalga¬ 
mation it became the Workers' Alliance of America. I forget the 
year on that. 

]Mr. Matthews. AVell. who was the national leader of the T^nem- 
ployed Councils? 

Ml-. Onda. At that particular time? 

]\rr. .Matthews. Yes. 

Mr. Onda. Well, T was— T was national chairman of one of those 
years. I forget which one now. 

^Ir. Matthews. Who was the national executive secretary? 

]\Ir. Onda. I think—T think—T am not sure—well, that is a mat¬ 
ter of ])ublic recoi-d. You could look that up without any trouble. 

Mr. Matthews. Well, you have denied it was Herbert Benjamin. 
But, as a mattei- of fact, it was Herbert Benjamin? 

Mr. Onda. 1 am testifying here: you are not. 

Mr. ^Fatthews. Yes: but yon denied Herl)ert Benjamin was the 
leader of this Unemployed Council. 

Ml’. Onda. T did not deny that Herbert Benjamin held a position 
or didn't hold a position. Xow, let me testify. You ask the ques¬ 
tions. 

]\Fr. Matthews. I would like to have the record read to the wit¬ 
ness where the witness denied it and ask him if he persists in the 
denial. 

The CiiAirnrAN. You were asked the question whether or not Her¬ 
bert Benjamin was leader of the Unemployed Councils. Do you 
know wliether or not he was tlie leadei’ at any time while you were 
connected with it ? 

Mr. Onda. Of the Unemployed Councils? He was oiu*'—he was 
not the leader. Refer to the record and you will see. 

The Chairman. What position did he hold? 

^Fr. ]NFatthews Was he national executive secretary? 

]\Fr. Onda. I couhF not tell you that. I don’t know. 

]\Fr. ilATTHEWs. You were national chairman? 

]\Fr. Onda. One of those years. 

]\Fr. ^Fatthews. MHio was the national executive secretary while 
you were chairman—national executive chairman? 

]\Fr. Onda. F was under tlie imjiression Amter was. 

^Fr. ^Fatttiews. Your recollection is faulty in that respect. 

Mr. Fleischer. He has already answered the question, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Chairman. Just ask the question. 

^Fr. Matthews. I v-ant to know if the witness is sure that Amter 
Avas or was not, oi* just what it was. 

]\Fr. Fleischer. He testified that he was under the impiession that 
he was. 


7882 


UN-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


Mr, ]\Iattiiews. Hoav lon^ were you national chairman ? 

Mr. Onda. I tliink for 1 year or thereabouts'. 

Mr. Maui'hews. And what year was that? 

Mr. Onda. I think it Avas 1034. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you participate in any nationally organized 
demonstrations or marches in that connection? 

Mr. Onda. I did. 

Mr. Mati'Hews. Will you please state what they were? 

Mr. Onda. In 1932, when Herbert Hoover was President, when 
there was no relief for the unemployed, although there Avere mil¬ 
lions of us, I took part in AAhat aat called at that time a national 
hunger march, and I AAas in charge of the Ohio delegation to that 
march, Avhere AA^e had to sleep on XeAA^ York Avenue. I belieA^e it 
Avas, for a couple of days in the streets to petition- 

The Chatriman. Just ansAAer the question. 

Mr. Onda. AYell, I am trying to, the best I can. 

The Chairman. The thing he is askiiig you is Avhat demonstra¬ 
tions did you take part in. You took part in one. You just de¬ 
scribed it. 

Mr. Onda. Yes. 

The Chair]man. Any others? 

Mr. Onda. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Nationally organized demonstrations? 

Mr. Onda. I think there Avas one in nineteen—not a demonstra¬ 
tion; no. I AA’ouldirt call it that. It aars a conATUtion more. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Do you knoAA^ Arnold Johnson? 

Mr. Onda. I decline to ansAver that question. I knoAA^ him, but I 
don’t think that is the business hei'e for me to say. 

The Chairman. Noaa^ listen, it is a matter foi' the committee to 
determine on AAhat ground. Do you decline to say AA'hether you 
know Arnold Johnson? 

Mr. Onda. Well, I knoAA^ that other names haAT been mentioned 
in this committee find it difficult to hold their jobs; and I knoAA^ that 
other names mentioned before this committee—and names mentioned 
before this committee aauII find it harder to find jobs, GoA^ernment 
or ]n‘ivate. Noaa, I didn't AA^ant to become a partner to anything of 
that kind. 

The Chairman. Well, it is ATry strange to the chairman that you 
and others belong to organizations that you considei* legal, that you 
claim to be j)erfectly all right, and yet Aou decline to giAT the com¬ 
mittee information on the grounds that someone aaIio is connected 
Avith the organization may be injured or discriininated against. Noav, 
AAe are here to get information, and it is vital information. We 
IniA^e tried to accord members of the Communist Part}’ and its 
officials an opportunity to giA’e us information. Noay, Ave are asking 
you for important information, and the Chair expects you to anSAATr 
the questions. 

Mr. Onda. That is right. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Whether or not you knoAV this man? 

Mr. Onda. I Avant to help this (?ommittee. 

The Chairman. All right; then ansAA’er the questions. 

Mr, Onda. Noav, you made a statement, Mr. Chairman-- 

The Chairman. I don't care for any comment. I am asking you 
to ansAver the questions. 
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Mr. OxDA. But yon made a caanment to me. 

The CiiAiKMAX. That is all I'i^ht. I am not asking for comment 
from you to the Chaii’. 

^Iv. FLErsciiEU. ^Ir. Chairman. 

The Chair:max. Wait a minute. 1 am asking you if you will 
answer the question. Will you or will you not? 

Mi‘. OxDA. Your question was on the reason, and you made com¬ 
ments on the reason. Mi*. Chairman. You look at the record. 

The Chaiiotax. You made your statement as to tlie reason you 
decline to answer the question. 

Mr. OxDA. And you stated that it seemed mighty—didn't seem 
riii'ht that a party called itself a le^al party was afraid of having 
})eople discriminated. Xow, it is a fact that not only Communists 
ai*e di.scrimiuated foi* political reasons but also Democrats, under 
certain conditions, and you must be aware of those things. 

d'he Chaiiemax. Idiat has absolutely nothing to do with this. Do 
yon decline to answer the question? 

]\Ir. OxDA. T do, for the 1 ‘easons given. 

The CiiAiri:NrAx\ All right: the Chair instructs you to do so, and 
you decline to do so? 

Mr. OxDA. For the reasons stated. 

The Chairmax. You have stated the i*easons. Ask the next 
question. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. I understood the witness to say he did know 
Ai’uold Johnson. 

The Chair:max. He did say so and declined to say who he was. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Was Ainold Johnson one of the active leaders in 
the unemploved movement in the State of Ohio? 

.Mr. Oxda; When ? 

]Mr. Matthews. Xow. 

Mr. Oxda. I couldn't tell you now. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. When did you know him in that capacity? 

Mr. Oxda. Oh. I knew him for .several yeai-s in the capacity of 
leader of unemployed organizations in Ohio. 

Mr. ^Maithews. Do you know him to be a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party? 

Mr, Oxda. I decline to answer that. 

The Chair:max, The Chair instructs you to answer. Do you still 
decline to answer? 

Mr. Oxda. I do decline. 

The CiiAiioiAX. Proceed. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know Yetta Land? 

Mr, Oxda. I do. 

iNIr. Matthews. In what connection do you know Yetta Land? 

Mr. Oxda. As the State chairman of the Communist Party of 
Ohio. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Do you know A. Ericson ? 

Mi*. Oxda. Offhand T don't recall ever hearing the name. 

Mr. Matthews. Of Youngstown. Ohio. 

Mr. Oxda. Don't know him. 

Mr. M.mthews. Do you know Abe Lewis, of Youngstown, Ohio? 

Mr. Oxda. T decline to answer, for tlie objections already given 
and for the reasons already given. 
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Tlie Chairman. The Chair instniets yon to answer tlie question. 
Yon decline to do so? 

Ml*. OxDA. I would like to make a statement on that, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. It might help the committee. 

Mr. Thomas. Just a minute, please. 

J\Ir. P^LEiscTiER. Now, I ohjcct to Mr. Thomas browbeating the 
witness. 

The Ciiaie:\iax. No one is trying to browbeat the witness. The 
witness refuses to give this committee information that this committee 
is seeking. 

^Ir. Fleischeii. For the reasons already stated in the record. 

]\Ir. Thomas. Mr. Chairman, it is not clear to me why the witness 
refuses to answer the questions about some of these people and yet 
is very frank to ansAver the questions about the others. That is all 
that 1 am tiying to find out. Why is that, Mr. Witness^ 

]\Ir. Oni>a. Well, you see, some of them are a matter of public 
record. As a matter of fact, Arnold Johnson's connection Avith un¬ 
employed organizations is a matter of public record. Yetta Land's 
chairmansliip of the Communist Party is a matter of public record. 
Now, these things this committee could get Avith a 2-cent stamp— 
all that information. 

Mr. Thomas. Do 1 understand Avhere it is a matter of public 
i*ecord and Avhere Ave coidd get the information in otlier places you 
are Avilling to giAT that, but Avhere Ave can't get the information 
from other ])laces you are not AAulling to giAT that ( 

Mr. Onda. No; T am not. I Avon't ansAver that question ‘‘yes’' on 
either of your half of the questions because I don't think that is the 
piir|)ose of this committee—in me was to get facts—— 

Ml*. Thomas. And that is Avhat we are trying to do. 

Mr. Onda. About activities- 

]\Ir. Thomas. We are tiying to get the facts, and Ave AA^onld like 
to have your assistance to giAT us the facts. 

^fr. Onda. T thought it Avas about my activities and facts about 
these activities. Noav, this I am ready to giA’e the committee. 

Ml*. Thomas. Are you then going to say Avhat the committee should 
have and Avhat the committee should not liave? Don't you think 
the committee should haA^e some discretion in a matter like that? 

Mr. Onda. What is tlkt? I don’t challenge the right of the com¬ 
mittee on any of these questions. 

The Chairman. All right; let ns proceed, gentlemen. We have 
other Avitnesses here. 

Mr. INIattheavs. Mr. Onda, you Avere subpenaed to appear before 
this committee and bring Avith you correspondence relating to your 
activities in the Communist Party. Did you bring that correspond¬ 
ence? 

^Ir. Onda. What correspondence do you Avant, Mr. MattheAvs? 

Ml*. Mattheavs. All corresjiondence dealing Avith your actiAuties in 
the Communist Party or in your position in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Onda. T haA^en’t got any—haven’t kept any: therefore, I 
couldn't bring them. 

IMr. Mattheavs. Do you Iuiat correspondence in your office? 

IVIr. Fleischer. I object to the question. It has already been an- 
SAvered. 
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'riie C'nAimiAN. Xo: it has not been answered. He says he doesn’t 
liave now the corres])ondenee, but that certainly doesn't preclude an 
iiKjuirv whether he ever had any corres])ondence. 

Mr. FnnisciiEin He didn't say that. He said he didn't have any. 

'File CiiAiioiAX. Mdiat I want to know is, did you ever have any 
correspondence ? 

M]-. OxDA. Well, we ^et mail occasionally; yes. 

The CiiAiKMAx. AVhat do you do with it^ Destroy it? 

Mr. OxDA. As I oret thi’ouoli with it I throw it in tlie waste-paper 
basket. 

The Ciiair:max. In other words, when you get a letter you read it 
and then destroy it? 

^Ir. OxDA. That is right. 

The CiiAiKMAX. And when you write a letter von make no copy of 
the letter? 

^Ir. OxDA. That is right. 

The CriAiRMAX. And, in turn, the person to whom you write is 
sii))posed to destroy it likewise? 

i\Ir. OxDA. That is right. Most of the time I write the letter in 
longhand. 

The CiiAiR^iAN. Is that the common practice in the Communist 
Party, as far as you know? 

yir. OxDA. Well, we are a little party in Cuyahoga County. 

Tlie Ciiair:\iax. But you liave quite a contact with other units 
of the party, do you not ? 

Mr. OxDA. I don’t know, of units. 

The Ciiairaiax. Of other branches of the party. 

Mr. OxDA. Y es. 

The CirAiRMAx. Other organizations? 

^fr. OxDA. Yes.. 

The Chairmax. Can you say whether or not that is the common 
practice of the party? 

i\Ir. OxDA. I know it is in Cuyahoga County. 

The Chairmax. You don't know anywhere else? 

^Ir. Oxda. I don’t. 

]\Ir. .MAmiEws. Hoav long has that been a practice in Cuyahoga 
County ? 

^Ir. Oxda. Since I have been in the office. 

i\rr. Matthews. For 4 years almost? 

IMr. Oxda. Yes. 

.^Ir. ^Matthews. You have never kept any cori*espondence in that 
period ? 

^Ir. Oxda. Xever held them in the office; no. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you keep them anywheie else? 

]Mr. Oxda. Xo. 

JVfr. Matihews. Have you ever kept them anywhere else? 

]\fr. Oxda. Xo. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Did you bring any membership lists or member¬ 
ship records with you, as instructed in the subpena which was seiwed 
on you? 

^Ir. Oxda. I have no records, no membership reco]*ds. 

^Ir. ]\Iatthews. Are there any membership records in voiii' dis¬ 
trict ? 
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Mr. Onda. Not in my county; there are no membership records. 

Afr. AIattiiews. How do yon know who are the members of the 
Communist Party in Cuyahoga County? 

AFr. Onda. How do I know? 

AFr. AFattiiews. Yes. 

AFr. Onda. AVelk it is not my job to know all of the members of 
the Communist Party. 

AFr. AFati^hews. Do you know any members of the Communist 
Party in Cuyahoga County? 

AFr. Onda. I do. 

AFr. AFattiiews. How many members of the Communist I^arty are 
there in yonr county? 

Air. Onda. I would say about 1,800. 

AFr. AFatitiews. Approximately 1,800. How many of the 1,800 
do you know? 

AFr. Onda. I wouldn't even want to make a guess. I never made 
a—I never tried to figure it out—how many I knew personally. 

AFr. AFati iiews. How do yon know whether they are members of 
the Communist Party, or not? 

AFr. Onda. AVell, 1 have no occasion to do any work where they 
have to prove to me they are members of the Communist Party or 
not. 

AFr. AFatfiiews. Do they present books to you, or do you issue 
books to them, and thereby know they are members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Air. Onda. AAYll, I don’t issue books. I sign their—when the 
cards come through for—— 

AFr. AFatthews. The application card? 

Air. Onda. Yes, sir; as the county secretary I sign it. 

Air. AIattiiews. AVhat is done with that card after you sign it? 

Air. Onda. I turn it over to the State man. 

AFr. AFatttiews. A^^nIt does he do with it? 

AFr. Onda. I don't know. I know what he is supposed to do with 
it; but Avhat he does, from my own knowledge, I don't know. 

AFr. AFattiiews. AVhat is he supposed to do with it? 

AFr. Onda. He is supposed to send it on—get a book' for it and 
so on. 

Air. AFattiiews. Send it on where? 

Air. Onda. That. I don't know. 

AFr. AFattiiews. To national headcpiarters? 

AFr. Onda. That, I wouldn't be able to tell you. 

All*. AIattiiews. A"ou have never heard where it is sent? 

Air. Onda. 1 know it is supposed to be recorded. That is, just the 
number, you see. in our Daily AA'orkei*. Every once in a wliile there 
is a column tells how many were recruited in such and such a place. 
For example in this Daily AA^orker that I have here. That is all 
they need them for. 

Air. AFatthews. Only the numliers of the books are recorded, is 
that your meaning? 

Air. Onda. The what ? 

Air. AIattiiews. Only tlie numbers in the books are recorded? 

AFr. Onda. Not to my knowledge—not in our county. 

AFr. AFattiiews. Did you bring with you the names and addresses 
of all branch and unit functionaries, as instructed in the subpena ? 
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Ml'. Onda. I <lo not koej) tliein. 

Mr. Matthkavs. Have you ever seen sneli a list of names and ad¬ 
dresses of braneli and unit funetionaries? 

Mr. Onda. I liave not seen sneli a list. 

Mr. Matitieavs. Undei' your jurisdiction? 

!Mr. OxDA. (No answer.) 

Mr. Matthews. Did you bi'ino- any financial records? 

^li'. OxDA. I have none. 

Mr. [Mattheavs. AVith you? 

Mr. OxDA. I liave none. 

Ml'. ^Matthews. Are there any under your control? 

Mr. OxDA. Any records? 

^Ir. Matihews. Any financial records? 

^fr. OxDA. Xo lecords. 

Mr. MATTnr:ws. Or in your custo(D? 

.Mr. OxDA. I have no records on it. 

^Ir. Matthews. Does any one under your jurisdiction have cus¬ 
tody of such records? 

^Ir. OxDA. Under me? As fai* as my instructions are concerned 
there are no records kept, so I Avouhhrt knoAv. 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. Xo financial records, you are speaking' of ? 

Mr. OxDA. That is ri^ht. 

]\Ir. Thoaias. Mr. Chairman, lioht at this point—as I under¬ 
stand, AT)U belieA’e that you are part of a political party, isn't that 
true ? 

]Mr! OxDA. Tliat is riolit. 

Mr. Thoaias. Don't you as a political party Inne to make any 
declaration in the State of Ohio as to reA^enue and expenses? 

]Mv. OxDA. For all election campaigns aac do. 

Mr. Thoaias. Then yon IniA^e those records? 

Mr. OxDA. I don't haA’e them on hand. I Avas neA’er in charge of 
the election campaigns. You see. I aajis never in charge of election 
campaiirns. 

^Ir. Thoaias. But you kept the recoi'ds of the reA’enues and ex¬ 
penses in political campaipis? 

]\Ir. OxDA. If T recall coiTectly those records are Avith tlie State 
.secretary of the State of Ohio, if I recall correctly. 

Mr. Thoaias. That is all. 

The Chaiuaiax. Xoav, yon say you AA'ere born in Ohio, is that 
correct ? 

ifr. OxDA. Xo. I said I Avas born in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Chairaiax. Did you graduate from high school ? 

Mr. OxDA. Sir? 

The Chairaiax. Are you a graduate of a high school ? 

Mr. OxDA. Xo: I am not. 

The Chairaiax. IVhat Avas your education ? 

Mr. OxDA. IVhat is that? 

The (Tiairaiax. IVhat did your education consist of? 

]Mi'. OxDA. IVell, I got most of my education right in the mills. 

The Chahiaiax. IVhat mills did you AA’ork in? 

Mr. OxDA. 1 Avorked for the Xational Tube in Pittsburgh. I 
Avorked for d. L.. Pittsliui-gh. 

The (^HAiRAiAX. Xoav. after you became a membei* of the Com¬ 
munist Party in 19d2, Avhat Avoi-k have yon done since 1032? 
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Mr. Onda. You know tliut was a tou^li time. 

The Chaiumax. I am askiiio- you if there was auy work you did 
between '32 and tlie present time ? 

Mr. OxDA. Here and there, odd jobs. 

The CiiATUMAN. MTat jobs were they? 

]\Ir. OxDA. MYlh I worked on tlie Bulkley Bnildino- tearino- out 
walls at one time. 

The Chaikaiax. 'What is your trade? 

]\Ir. OxDA. T am a miner, steel worker. I can do labor work of 
any kind. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. Do you belong to the Steel AVorkers' Union? 

]\rr. OxDA. Xo; I don't. There wasn't any at that time. 

The CiiATRAiAx. I believe you stated yon don't belong to any union? 

Mr. OxDA. That is right. 

The CiiAiKAiAx. So that from 1032 to the ]n‘esent. how much of 
that time; have you worked—done anything? 

]\lr. OxDA. Well, I worked in *32-33. quite a bit. I even washed 
dishes diii'ing that ])eriod. Anything I could lay my hands on. for 
that matter, and then I worked on ^V. P. A. from Thanksgiving 
Day—just befoi-e Thanksgiving Day. T believe it was 1035, now, T 
wouldn’t know for sure, to about 1030. 

The CiiAiRAiAx. AYhat work did you do on 'W. P. A. ? 

IMr. OxDA. Oil, just digging a ditch. 

The Chairaiax. AYas that your job. digging a ditch? 

Mr. OxDA. Yes: digging a ditch. 

Thei Chatraiax. During the time that yon worked there, you 
worked digging a ditch? 

Air. OxDA. Most of the time. 

AIi\ Fpetsciier. He means digging ditches. I supjiose—not digging 
a ditch. 

The Chairaiax. T imagine it would be more correct to say “a ditch.” 

Air. Fleischer. T imagine more con ect ‘hlitches." 

Air. OxDA. I don’t see the purpose—|- 

The Chairaiax. Didn't you say “a ditch”? 

Air. Thoaias. I don't think that is important. 

The Chairaiax. Of course it isn’t. 

Air. Thoaias. AVhat is the witness working at now? AA’^hat is your 
present em]iloyment ? 

Air. OxDA. T am the county secretary of Cuyahoga County. 

All'. Thoaias. You have no employment other than that? 

Air. OxDA. No. 

Air. AIatthews. AVhat are your functions as county secretary of 
Cuvahoga Countv? 

Mr. OxDA. AA"0l, I am the head of the county executive—that is. 
my job is to ]ire])are the agenda for county execiitiA^es—prepare— 
do some research work for the county executive, as. such. Aly job is 
to check up on the various section organizers in the county and, to 
the best of my ability, to keep things going, you know. 

Air. AIatthews. How many section organizers are there under your 
jurisdiction ? 

Air. OxoA. There are 6. 

Air. AIatthews. AAdll you jilease name them ? 

Air. OxDA. For the reasons T already stated I will not give tlieir 
names. 
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Matthews. Do you know wlio tliey are? 

^Ir. OxDA. I do, of course. 

ldi(‘ fiiAimiAX. Do YOU (iecJilie to answoi’? 

Mr. OxDA. Yes. 

ddie Chaik.aiax. The Chair iiistriict.s you to answer and you d(‘c]ine. 
Pi‘oco(h1. 

^fr. ^NFattiiews. In yoiii- woi-k as (‘oiinty secivtary do you make 
s])eeelies^ 

Mr. OxDA. Yes. 

Mr. ^lAaTHEws. Do you make speeches for or'oanizations other 
than the Communist Party? 

Mi'. OxDA. Wheiievei* I am invited, I do. 

Mr ^Iatthews. In wliat or for what oroanizations liave you made 
speeches recently ? 

The Chaikmax. The chaii'inan wants to note that ]\Ir. Thomas is 
jn'esent which constitutes a quorum c(anj)osed of tlie chairman, Mr. 
Mason, Ml*. Thomas, and ^Ir. Voorhis. Proceed. 

^h'. OxDA. All riitlit. 

Tlie CHAiinwAX. Yes. 

Mr. Fleisciiek. What was the question? 

iMi’. ^Iatttiews. For what oi'^'anizations liave you made speeches 
recent ly ? 

Mr. OxDA. Well, I S]K)ke on the campus of the Ohio University. 

Ml'. ^Iatthews. At Columbus? 

Mr. OxDA. At Columbus. Gee, I don't think- 

^Ir. Matthews. Have you spoken before any meetings of the 
AVorkers"' Alliance ? 

Mr. OxDA. Xot in the last—oh, much more than a year, I think. 

Air. AIatthews. Have you spoken for any meetings of the 
American Lea<»ue for Peace and Democi'acy, prior to its demise in 
February ? 

Air. OxDA. I don't think I ever spoke for them. I don't I'etadl ever 
speakinit befoi'e them. 

Air. AIapitiews. AYas there a chapter oi’ local branch of the Ameri¬ 
can Leao'ue in Cleveland ? 

All’. FLEisciir:R. I don’t see what this has to do with the questions 
and sco])e of his activities, as to whether or not there was a cha])ter 
of the Amei'ican League. I think Air. Alatthews would be more 
familiar vcith that than the witness. 

The CiiAimiAX. xVll ri^ht. 

Air. Fij:isciiek. I object to the question on the oroiuKl it is in¬ 
competent. irrelevant, and immaterial. 

Air. AIaitiiews. Air. Chairman, do you want the witness to answer 
the question ? 

d he ChiAiiEAiAX. If h(‘ knows. Do you know if there was a 
chapter? 

Air. OxDA. I know there was a mass meeting- where Air. Alatthews 
spoke with l^i>hoj) Brown where I attended. 

The Ciiaiieaiax. You know about that ? 

Air. Ox DA. A'es. 

Idle CiiAiE.MAX'. d’hat is the only one you know about? 

All'. Oxu)A. That is the only one I attended. 

Air. AIatthews. AA'here was that ? 

Air. OxmA. It wa^ in the Aloose Ttmiple, I beli(‘ve. 
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Mr. Matthews. In wliat city? 

Mr. Oxi>A. Clevelaijcl, Ohio. 

Mr. Matthews. On wlnit date? 

Mr. OxDA. I don’t reiiieniber that. 

Mr. Matthews. Are yon testifyin;^ under oatli now ? 

Fleisc her. I object to tliat, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Let ns proceed. 

Mr. Fleisc’her. And ask ^Ir. Matthews be admonished not to ask 
siicli ty])e of cjuestions. 

Mr. Thomas. I tliink, Mr. Chairman, the original cpiestion was 
whetlier tliere was a nnit of the American Leapie, and so forth. 

JNIr. Fleischer. That wasn't the (piestion. 

The Chatrmax. MTietlier tliere was a chapter in that town. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. I would like to be called to tlie witness stand to 
refnte the witness' testimony. 

The Chairman. AVell, I don't think- 

Mr. Fleischer. And if he is called I wonld like to cross-examine 
him. 

Ml*. ^Iatthews. The witness has falsely stated - 

INlr. Fleisctier. I object to that. Mr. Matthews is testifying and 
he has not been sworn. If he wants to testify let him take the chair. 

The Chairman. Just a minute. 

Mr. Fleisctier. I ask it be stricken fi*om the record. 

The CiiMRM'X. Let ns proceed. 

Mr. Fleischer. ] ask it be stricken from the record. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Mr. Onda, is there a ''Yanks Ai*e Not Coming 
Committee'' ? 

Mr. Fleischer. I cdiject to that on the same ground. 

The Chairman. Let lihn finish his cjnestion. 

Mr. .Ma TTHEW\s. The question has been asked. 

The Chairman. Has lie asked you the question? Can yon answer 
it ? 

Mr. Onda. What is the question? 

Mr. jMatihews. Is there a ‘‘Yanks Are Not Coming Committee”? 

Mr. Onda. Not to my knowled^^e. 

^Ir. Matthews. Is there a "Keep America Out of Imperialistic 
War" in Cleveland ? 

^Ir. Onda. I have seen some articles in the pajiers but not to my 
personal knowledge. 

^Ir. Matthews. Have yon jiarticipated in any way in the organi¬ 
zation of such a committee ? 

^Ir. Onda. No. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did the Conimniiist Party participate in the re¬ 
cent students' demonstration around the slogan ^‘The Yanks Are Not 
Cominir’'? 

Mr. Onda. No. 

Mr. Matthews. Mhis there such a demonstration held, to your 
knowledge, in Cleveland last week? 

Mr. Onda. That I would not know. I was here last week, you see. 

Mr. ]\Iatmtiews. I have no more cjuestions to ask the witness. ]Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Chairman. Wonld you support the United States in case of 
^^ar between the United States and Russia? 

Mr. Onda. Is there such a war? 
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Tlie CuAiirMAX. Well, in tlie event there wei’e sneh a war where 
wonid yoiir alleoianee lie? With tlie United States or Hnssia ? 

^[r. FnKisc'urK, Ask him if there was a war between the North and 
South what he would do? 

Mr. Onda. If there was a war between the North and South what 
would yon do? 

The (biAiiorAX. I am the one that is doin^ the asking of the ques¬ 
tions. I am asking you the question whether or not in the event 
of war between the United States and Russia whethei* yon would 
support the United States? Now. do you decline to answer? 

yiv. OxDA. I answered that question for yon. 

The (hiAiuAFAN. AVhat is the answer? 

Mr. Onda. I said there is no sncli war. 

The Uhatrmax. MTdl, if there was such a war ? 

Mr. OxDA. And as fai- as the people of America are conceiaied 
I am sure the people will not have such a war. 

The CHAiR:NrAX. 'Would yon snp])ort the country in such a wai’? 

'Sir. OxDA. 'When that time comes yon call me back and I will ^ive 
you the answer. 

Mr. Tiioaias. In othei' words, yon are dodging the question? 

]Mr. OxDA. And I asked the question whether Mr. Dies would sup¬ 
port the North in a war a^-ainst the South. 

The Chairaiax. ]Mr. Dies, would support the United States. 

^tr. Tiioaias. Yon have dodged the same question the same as any 
other Communist dodges the question. 

Mr. OxDA. What do you mean "‘dod^e’'? 

Mr. TiroAiAS. You know what the word means. 

^Ir. OxoA. Yon are screwy. 

Air. VooRins. Can you conceive of a situation of international con- 
diet in which you would feel called upon to give aid and comfort to 
an enemy of the United States? 

Mr. Ft.eisciier. Mr. Chairman, may I object to this type of ques¬ 
tion on the ground it is highly s])eculative and hypothetical? This 
witness is to be examined as to what he knows or specific acts of 
functions he has done. Any (piestions to disclose the operation of 
his mind is outside the scope of the committee. I except to Mr. 
Voorhis' question. 

^tr. Thoaias. I don t tliink you can get anything from this type 
of witness. 

Mr. FLEisniER. I object to that remark by Mi-. Thomas and ask it 
be '>tricken. 

The CiiATRAiAX. The witne.ss is dismissed. 

Come around, Mr. OkSliea. 

^fr. Flpusc-tier. Mr. Chairman, do yon expect to call any other 
witnesses as far as the Communist Party is concerned for today? 

The CiiAiRAiAX, Well, that is something that will have to be de- 
termiiKMl. AVe have a number of other witnesses but I don't presume 
we will call any of them today. 

]Mr, I EEisCHER. I would like to know where we stand on this so I 
will know whether we go ahead today. 

The CuAiRAFAx. There won’t be any Communist witnesses called 
today. 

Mr. Feeischer. That is definite? 
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U'lie Chairman. That is definite. All ri^ht; let us proceed. I mean 
any witness that you would I'epresent, you or ilr. Cohn would rep¬ 
resent. 

Mr. Fueischer. That is right. Not today? 

The Chairman. That is right. 

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS HUMPHREY O’SHEA—Resumed 

The Chairman. Let us proceed, gentlemen. 

^Ir. ]\[atthews. We haAC your biographical sketch in the record 
already. 

Before you came to the United States in 1927, JMr. O’Shea, did you 
participate in any political activities in Ireland? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, I was a member of the Irish Republican Army 
from a})])roximately 1917 to 1924, Avhile activities were in existence. 
Latei' then I was still a member of the Irish Republican Army. 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. Now, when you came to the United States what 
type of em])loyment did 3 ’ou obtain? 

Mr. O’Shea. I Avas first employed at the NeAv York Central. Later 
1 Avas employed AAuth the ITiited States Lines in Hoboken and finall}" 
Avoiild 11 ]) in the transit field —Interborough Rapid Transit Co., Ncav 
York City. 

Mr. Mattheaa^s. Interborough Rapid Transit Co., of Ncav Y^ork 
City? 

]Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. YIattheavs. Hoav long Avere you employed by the Interbor- 
oiigh Rapid Transit Co.? 

^Ir. O’Shea. Approximately 11 years. 

^Ir. JMattheavs. In what capacity? 

Mr. O’Shea. As turnstile mechanic—maintenance man. 

Mr, IMattheavs. Is that A^our present employment? 

.Mr. O’Shea. Well, at the present time I am a W. P. A. worker. 

Ylr. YIattheavs. Now, in your Avork as an employee of the Inter- 
borough Ra])id Transit Co., in NeAv Y^ork City, did you come to know 
the Transport AVorkers’ Union, which is a labor union in that field? 

Mr, O’Shea. YYs. 

Mr. AIattiieavs. AA'ill you please state, to the best of yoiiv knowl¬ 
edge, hoAA’ many members there are in the Transport AA^orkers’ Union 
of NeAv Y^ork? 

Air. O’SiHLA. AAYll, the leadership of the Transport AAYrkers’ Union 
states that in XeAv YYrk Cit}^ there AAere approximately 50,000. I say 
there Avere approximately 35,000. 

Air. AIattheavs. Is the Transport AA^orkers’ Union nationally 
organized ? 

Air. O’Shea. It is an international union. 

Air. A1 attiieaa\s. An international union? 

Air. O’Shea. YYs. 

Air. AIattheavs. Is the largest local situated in Ncav Y^ork City? 

Air. O’Shea. YYs: it is. Largest local is Ncav Y^ork. 

All*. AIattheavs. AAYiere else does the Transport AA^orkers’ Union 
liave any ap])reciable organization? 

Air. O’Shea. They have got a closed-shop contract in Juneau, 
Alaska. 
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Mr. M.vi^iiKws. Closed-shop contnirt? 

.Mr. O'SiiKA. Yes. And have organizations in other cities but no 
contract>. with tlie exception, T think, of Kentucky, and a few small 
places. 

Mr. Matthews. Does tlie I'ransjX)!! M'orkei-s' I'nion liave a closed- 
shop contract in Xew Yoi’k^ 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. Pi'actically everything on wlieels in New York 
City with tlie exce})tion of a few small bus lines that the Amalga¬ 
mated Association has. That is the A. F. of L. 

3Ir. Maithews. Do yon know what the international membership 
of the union is^ 

Mr. O'Shea. AVell. according to the ofiicial figures and statements 
from time to time it is a])])roxnnately 90.000 men. 

Mr. ]\lATTiimvs. About 90,000!? 

Mr. O'Shea. About 90,000: yes. 

Ml'. Matthews. Now, Mr. O’Sliea, do you know Charles McGin- 
nity ( 

Ml*. O'Shea. Yes: I know Charles ]\IcGinnity. 

^Ir. [Matthews. AVill you ])lease state when and how and under 
what circumstances yon became acquainted with Charles McGinnity? 

Mr. O'Shea. My first contact with Charles [McGinnity was during 
the activities for the Irish movement. I happened to meet him in 
Liver])ool. lie was working for the Irish Kepublican Army and I was 
on the same job. Later I met liim in the city of New York when 
he wa^ a member of the Irish AVorkers' Club. 

Mr. M.\tthew8. Adhere were the headquarters of the Irish AAYrk- 
ers* Club ? 

Mr. O'Shea. MYll. the Irish AAMrkers' Club at that time liad several 
branches. One branch was located where I live, in my locality, at 
St. Ann's Avenue in the Bronx. I hapiiened to meet" him at that 
particular time more or less by accident. I hadn’t seen him for a 
number of years ])reviously. Simply asked him what he was doing. 

Mr. [Matthews. And what conversation did you have with xMr. 
]McGinnity at that time? 

Mr. O'Shea. He then mentioned to me about those Irish AAYrkers’ 
Clubs, which I didn't know up to that time about, so I asked him 
what the ])urpose of the organization was. and many other ques¬ 
tions. So he sim]>ly stated it Avas for tlie purpose of organizing 
the Irish in the Ihiited States and making them class conscious. 

Mr. [Matthews. [Making them '‘class conscious”? 

Mr. O'SiHix. Yes. 

[Mr. Matthews. Did he exjdain that any further? 

[Mr. O'Shea. No. no: he did not. 

Mr. [Mattheavs. Did he discuss Avith you the question of any trade- 
union organization ? 

Mr. O'Shea. MYll. as it so Inqipened, it came —I dreAv his atten¬ 
tion to the fact that I had already discussed in the transit field the 
])ossibility of organizing those Avorkers. Avhich for a number of years, 
or. as a matter of fact, for years, had not been organized and I 
had contact Avith a number of men and I thought something miglit 
be done to the organization. 

Then he stated to me. ‘TA'hv. there is an organization already in 
the field." 

Mr. [Maitheavs. Did lie tell you Avhat that Avas? 
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Mr. O'Shea. Xo; he didn’t explain it to me at all. But he just 
simply told me that there was an organizational group in the field 
and- 

Mr. Matthews. Did he suggest that you get in touch with that 
group ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. He suggested I should contact those people. 
So I arranged that this group should come to my home, which they 
did. 

. Mr. Matthews. How many were in that group ? 

]Mr. O’Shea. There were—I don’t know whether it was three or 
four. I know there were three. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you remember the names of the persons ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Who came to your home? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. The leader of the group was a man by the 
name of Peter Starr. 

Mr. Mattheavs. S-t-a-r-r? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes. Another chap by the name of Adams and 
another chap by the name of Carr. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Do you knoAA^ their first names? 

Mr. O’Shea. Xo. Peter Starr is the only one I kneAv by their 
first name. 

Mr. MAin'HEAvs. What did you discuss AAUth the group when they 
first met at your home? 

Mr. O’Shea. I asked the method of organization and AAdiat they 
intended to do and they had a more or less of a blueprint of the 
organizational set-up as'they planned. They stated, of course, what 
they intended to set up—small groups of men, not more than 20, 
Avith an executive. 

The purpose was, as they stated to me at the time, was to protect 
the men on the job so that in case that anything might go Avrong 
Avith one group the other group Avould still fiinction. 

Mr. Maotheavs. Noav, AAdiat did you do after you had that first 
meeting with respect to organization? 

Mr. O’Shea. Then they asked me if I could contact anybody in a 
given territory of the Interborough Kapid Transit Co.—that Avas 
the uptown district for the county of Bronx—in the shops, barns, 
or terminals. So I said, “yes,” I had contacts there in one of the 
principal shops, One Hundred and Seventy-ninth Street—inspection 
barn of the elevated division. 

I arranged there to bring a group of men Avorkers, approximately 
fiA^e or six, to a meeting to meet this organizational group, Avhich 
A^Tus arranged some Aveek or tAvo later and held at One Hundred and 
Thirty-eighth Street in the Bronx around Cypress—^between Cypress 
and Brook Avenue in an apartment. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did 3^011 knoAV at the time yon Avere dealing Avith 
these men, Starr and Carr and Adams and McGinnit 3 \ Avhether or 
not they AA^ere members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. O'Shea. Xo, I didn’t knoAV at that time,'but I learned later, of 
coui'se, they Avere. 

.Mr. Mattheavs. You learned later they Avere? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. ]\Iattiieaa"s. Will 3 " 0 U please state briefly the circumstances as 
theA’ developed Avhich lead 3^011 to the discoveiy that thev Avere mem¬ 
bers of the Communist PartA^? 
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Mr. 0‘SiiEA. After oiir tii>t meeting-, as I stated, between tlic eiii- 
])b)vees of tlie luterboroiiijh Co, and the concentration o-ronp, the 
meetings flopped. It was due in a ^reat measure to the (luestion of 
nationality whicli had arisen lietween the two oroups—the concen¬ 
tration i^ronp, which consisted mainly of Jewish fellows, and the 
nnion ^roup, which consisted mainly of Ti-ish. As yon knoAV, the 
Irish ai*e extremely nationalistic and I was in a hotl^ed between tlie 
two foives to try and make them weld. The result was that our 
meetinufs were a flop, a failure: so I naturally warned Starr, who 
was the liead of the concentration p-oup, that if lie continued the 
practice, our oroanization would iro up in smoke. 

]Mr. Ma'I'ttiews. Before you ‘ 4 ‘o on will you explain wdiat a ‘^con¬ 
centration O-ronp" or '‘unit" is? 

Mr. O'Shea. AVell, for the information of the committee I would 
like to- 

The CiiATRMAX. What is that? I did not ^'et that. 

Mr. O'SiiE.4. For the information of the committee I would like 
to explain what this ^‘concentration o-roup’’ is. 

The CiiAiRMAx. DonJ talk too fast and talk as distinctly as possi¬ 
ble so we can hear you. 

^Ir. 0 'She.v. All riirht. In 1934 the Communist Party apparently 
had failed to make any headway in the trade-union movement of tlie 
Fnited States and an extraordinary conference was called by the 
Communist Party of members fi*om the United States and Canada, 
wliicli was held in the Finnish Hall in Xew York City, and a defi¬ 
nite pro<xram of action was adopted at this special conference. 

It was arranoed that what was known as an ‘‘Open Lettei-'’ should 
be ])repared and sent to all secretaries of the Communist Party. 

]\Ir. Matthews. At this point, ]Mr. O'Shea, may I ask you to iden¬ 
tify this document? Is this a copy of the Open Letter to which you 
refer ? 

(Handinir document to the witne.ss.) 

Mr. O'Shea. This is a copy of the Open Letter, gentlemen, 

Mr. ^Iat^fhews. This is a supplement to the Daily Worker of July 
13, 1933, entitled “An Open Letter to All Party Members.'’ I ask 
that this be marked in evidence as “O'Shea Exhibit No. 1/’ 

The Chairmax. It will be so marked. 

(The supplement to the Daily Worker, dated July 13, 1933, was 
marked "‘O'Shea Exhibit No. 1.”) 

Mr. Matthews. Now. will you proceed with the explanation of 
this Open Letter? 

O’Shea. Well, this Open Letter was divided into various 

]Rnts: 

{(i) Th*' orj^aiiization of a tlriii basis for onr I*art.v and tli(' ivvointionary 
trade-union nioveinent anionj^ the d(M-isivo strata of the Aiinndcan workers in 
the n>osi important industrial centers; 

ih) The cniis(»lidation and strenitthenini:- of the revolutionary ti*ade-nnions, 
especi.'illy revolutionary unions of the miners, .steel and metal, textile and 
marin(‘ w(»rkers, and systematic work in tlie refoi-mist trade unions, above all 
amoncj- the reformist unions of miners and railroad workers, with a view to 
i»rii’aniziiiir a bro:id revolutionary ti-nd(‘-nnion opposition; 

(e) The orjmnization and mobilization of the millions of uiumiidoyed, to- 
cr(*ther with the factory workers, for their ino.-^t urgent m'ods and the organiza¬ 
tion of the stiaiggle for unemployment instn-ance as the centi-al immediat(‘ 
struggle of the party: 

(</) The transformation (»f tin' 1‘ally \\'ork(‘r into a really r(‘volniionary 
ma^s paper, into an agitator and organizer of onr work; 

40—voi. i;t-ir, 
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(c) The wide development of a new cadres of workers: the establishment 
of really collectively-working: beading bodies of onr movement; and the im¬ 
provement of the work of these leading bodies by the drawing in of new capable 
working class elements. 

In order to carry ont these tasks, we worked out a concentration plan and 
pledged ourselves to transfer the center of onr work to a number of selected 
most important large factories, snbdistricts and districts. .The entire work of 
the party and the best forces of the party were to be directed first of all to 
building np and consolidating the i)arty and revolutionary trade-union move¬ 
ment ill the most important industrial centers of the country, to effectively and 
systematically win the decisive sections of American workm-s, free them from 
the infiiience of the reformist and l)onrgeois parties, mobilize for the struggle 
against the bourgeoisie, and get our inlluence solidly established in these centers. 
AVe must do everything in our power to expose before the toiling masses of the 
entire country the utter bankruptcy and vacillating petty bourgeoisie, hence its 
inability to lead a consistent struggle against monopoly capitalism, it is onr task 
to show to tlie petty bourgeoisie and nonproletarian masses of the country that 
they can liope for nothing under finance capitalism. 

That is the complete contents of the Open Letter as was passed 
at this special conference which was to be acted upon by all those 
ATtrions sections. 

The Chaikmax. That letter was to embrace the i)i‘o^ram that yon 
all agreed to jint into effect? 

islw O'Shea. That the Communist Party as a Avhole Avere to put 
into effect in all the major industries in the country. 

The Chairman. That Avas what year? 

Mr. O’Shea. 1933, 

Mr. jMatthews. Open Letter dated July 13, 1933? 

ill'. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, included in those major industries or fields 
of organization, was there the transit field? 

:\Ir. O’Shea. Y es. The transit field Avas one of the principal in¬ 
dustries where the party had concentrated. As I have stated, I met' 
a group of this concentration force which had already been estab¬ 
lished in the transit field to carry ont the instructions of the Open 
Let ter. 

Mr. Thomas. ]\Ir. iMatthews, what does the transit field include? 

Mr. Matthews. Will you answer that? 

Mr. O’Shea. The transit field includes all taxies, busses, all pas¬ 
senger Adelaides on the streets, subAvays in the city of Xew York. 

]Mr. Matttiews. Xow, ^Ir. O’Shea, I show yon a photostatic copy 
of a ])ortion of the Party Organizer for Augnst-September 1933, the 
Party Organizer issued by the central committee of the Communist 
Party of the United States. Will yon please state briefly what the 
Party Organizer Avas? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, the Party Oi’gaiiizer Avas an official pamphlet 
issued particularly for the guidance of Communist organizers on 
mass Avork in the trade-union field or any other field, AAiiateATr the 
case may arise. 

]Mr. Mattheavs. I wish to introduce that in evidence. 

The Chairman. It is so ordered. 

(The Party Organizer referred to by Mr. MattheAvs Avas received 
in eAudence and made a part of the record.) 

i\Ir. Mattheavs. Xoav, on jiages 24 and 25 of this particular issue 
of the Party Organizer, I Avish to read yon the folloAving: 

“Concentrate on Transportation.’’ Next concentrate for New York: Railroad. 
On this we have done practically nothing, although the issues are there for 
us to mobilize the railroad workers. 
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AiiotluM* point 1 think we slxmhl consider for concentration is city truns- 
l)ort. 1'ransporl in all hii^ cities plays a very important political role. I 
think it is a held that we must concentrate on. AVo have nothing there yet. In 
addition to concentrating on transport we can use the election campaign that 
we are now eiiiering to put forward the proper issues, connecting the (piestion 
of low fare, ns it affects the work(‘rs generally, with the conditions of the 
transport work('rs. 

Now I want to state that on the (piestion of concentration the district leader¬ 
ship s(‘t the pace. Each and evc'ry one of us on the staff must give his major 
attention to a point of concentration. I dmi't mean the whole industry; 1 
liman pi<-king out certain points of concentration within the industries. We 
must set the pace. 

Now, this article is hy Charles Kntmbein. Who Avas Charles 
KriiiiiheiiC 

'Mv. O'SiiEA. Charles Kninibein, \vhen I first met him, was secre¬ 
tary of the Communist Party of the State of Xew York and a mem- 
her* of the Communist national oTonp. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Do yon know what position Charles Krnmbein 
occujhes at the present time? 

Mr. 0‘SriEA. At the i)resent time I don't know. I haven't been 
interested. 

:Mr. ^Matpiiews. I show you a copy of the Party Organizer or a 
])ortion of it, for March 1935. llave'yon ever seen that copy of the 
Pai'ty Organizer? 

{Handing exhibit to the witness.) 

;Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir, I have seen tills. Yes, I have seen this 
ai'ticle. 

yiv . ^Matthews. On ])age 23 of this particular issue of Party Or¬ 
ganizer thei'e begins an article entitled: ^^Harlem Concentration on 
Transport, by Louis Sass, Harlem." I ask this be marked in eAu- 
dence as O'Sl'iea Exhibit Xo. 3. 

(The document referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
‘'O'Shea Exhibit No. 3,” and received in evidence.) 

Will yon please state briefly the gist of this article as yon are 
familiar with it, ]\Ir. O'Shea { 

Mr. O'Shea, d'his article, gentlemen, is dealing with the particu¬ 
lar organizational job in one of the major shops of the transport 
industry in Xcav York City, the Interborongh Rapid Transit Co. 
The article is written liy Lends Sass, who at that time, who Avhen I 
fii'st met him was section organizer of section 4 of district 2 in Xew 
York City, whicli was the Harlem section. This majoi- shop of the 
Interborongh Rapid Transit Co. is situated in the center of Harlem 
and has ajiproximately 1,200 eiii]>loyee.s. 

It was in this particiilui- hho[j that this letter was specially wndtten 
for, for ccnicentration work and the building of the part}^ and the 
building of the trans])ort union. 

Mv. Maithews. I show yon a ])hotostatic copy of the portion of 
the Party (irganizer foi* December 1933, ^h\ O'Shea. Can you iden¬ 
tify that ? 

(Handing exhibit to the witness.) 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; I ean identify this. 

Mr. iMAi^niEws. As a doeninent vrith which you are familiar? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

^Ia'ithiavs. On ])age 21 of this issue of the Party Organizer 
there is an article entitled. ‘‘Commnnists Must Build Party During 
Strikes.’' 
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AVas it yoiu* experience that the Communist Party utilized a strike 
for political as ^Ye]l as economic purposes? 

iNIr. O’Shea. In my estimation it was j^urely for political purposes. 

^Ir. ^Mattheavs. Now, on pa^e 18 of this Party Organizer, there 
appears the folloAving statement AAith reference to city transport: 

Vity transport—last week's report shows that wc* hav(‘ a .aroiip of al)out 40 
workers in this industry, which is a step forward, alth(»ujih very little—four 
Itroups with some units coneentratinjj: on some of these siiops. They do not 
know the best methods of work. We must teach tluan that. 

Noav. does this exhibit 4 represent this early stage of organization? 

Air. O'Shea. Exactly. 

Air. AIattheavs. AA^hich yon liave begun to tell us about? 

Air. O'Shea. Exactly. 

Air. AIaitheaa^s. Noaa\ after these men met at your home ou the 
first occasion and you found that the meetings AAAU'e not successful 
because certain racial and nationalistic questions entered, Avhat did 
you do? 

Air. 0 ‘Shea. 1, as I stated, of course, discussed this question AAuth 
Starr, AAdm Avas the leader of this concentration group, and Avarned 
him that it Avas dangerous if he continued that practice. He stated 
that he had no poAA*er to make any changes but AA’ould recommend to 
his siq^erior. Air. John Santo, and try and haA\^ this (|uestiou rectified. 

Air. AIattheavs. Noaa\ aaIio aa 41 s John Santo? 

Air. O’Shea. John Santo at this time Avas to my knoAvledge section 
organizer of section 15. 

Air. AIattheaat. Of Avhat? 

Air. O’Shea. Of district 2 of the Communist Party in Ncav York 
City. 

Air. AIattheaa’S. And you had already learned uoav that Peter Starr 
AA^as a member of the Communist Party? 

Afr. O'Shea. AAYll. I had no ])roof, but I suspected it and- 

Air. AIattiieaa^s. AAJien he told you that he had to discuss the matter 
Avith his superior, AA^as that information- 

Air. O'Shea. Well, indirectly it AA^as certain information. 

Air. AIattheaa\s. Well, did he tell 3 aju aa4k) Ids superior AA^as at that 
time ? 

Air. O'Shea. Yes. As a matter of fact he made an appointment 
Avith me to see the section organizer and discuss the AAdiole question 
of organization. 

Air. AIattheavs. You then met John Santo? 

Air. O'Shea. I then met John Santo. 

Air. AIattheavs. And Avhat did yon decide as a result of your 
couverj^ation Avith John Santo? 

Air. O’Shea. I dreAv his attention to the fact that I had met this 
AleOiunit}^ previousl}^ Avho AA^as a member of th(‘ Irish Workers’ 
Club, and that in my estimation I felt it Avould be good polic}^ if 
theA" had selected one or tAvo of those Irish AVorkers, Avho Avere 
prettA' Avell trained in the trade union field, and to giAa^ him some 
assistance in handling this Irish group, Avhieh consisted maiiil}" in the 
transit field of NeAV A^ork City of 80 ])ercent Irish, and yon needed 
naturally an Irishman to handle an Irishman: so he arranged at 
that time that Ave Avould have a meeting and discuss this Avhole 
question. 
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Some IVw weoks later \ve did liold a meeting* somewliei-e around 
Astor Plare in Xew Yoi'k, and 1 met Santo and lie introduced me to 
a man at the time named llooan. 

^Ir, Matthews. Honan ^ 

^Ir. O'Shea, llo^’an. He iutrodiu'ed me to a man hy the name 
of Hon'an. 

Mr. Ma'itiiews. AVhat was Ho^airs first name? 

Mr. O'Shea. Austin ]Ionan. 

]\[r. Matthews. Did you have many of these meetino-s and how 
many attended? 

Mr. O'Shea. Theie were only four or five members attended. 
That is four or five from the industry plus Hogan and the other 
groups, Stan* and a few of the other fellows. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. Was Cai-r there? 

Mr. O'Shea. Xo, he wasn't there at the time. 

Mr. M.\tthews. Adams? 

^Ir. O'Shea. XT). 

^li‘. ]\Iatthews. Santo? 

Mr. O'Shea. Santo, yes. 

Mr. ilATTHEWs. AVell, then, did you have larger meetings later on? 

Mr. O’Shea. Oh, yes; we did. 

TIr. ilATTHEWs. AVill you please describe them and what took place 
at these larger meetings in the earlier formative stages? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. AVhy, just before we pass from that there was one 
])oint there that it so happened when he introduced me to that chap, 
Hogan—I knew Hogan previously. Well, I would say 5 or 6 years 
before as Dilloughery and not as Hogan. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you please spell the name? 

]\Ir. O’Shea. D-i-l-l-o-u-g-h-e-r-y. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. You had known him as Austin Dilloughery? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Dilloughery. 

Mr. ilA^miEws. And now introduced to you as Hogan? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did you learn at the time why he was now using 
the name ^Tlogan”? 

XIr, O'Shea. Well, from the infoinnation I received he held a job 
in the P. W. A. at the time as an engineer in Bronx County and was 
speaking at Columbus Circle for the Irish Workers' Club and doing 
certain work which he felt would have put him on the spot or ex¬ 
posed him for the left-wing line. 

]\Ir. ]\L\tthews. Well, I wish to ask you some more about this 
change of names from Dilloughery to Hogan, but before we get to 
that, will you please state wliat the results of your first meetings 
were where you had the larger grou]) present ? 

Mi‘. O'Shea. IVell, we continued from that particular meeting 
where 1 met Hogan, and he, of course, didn't know anything about 
the industry. He Avas absolutely ignorant of the Avhole situation. 
He never Avorked in the field, and it Avas no easy problem because 
this industry had approximately, as I say, 35,000 members, all in 
different dei>artments, and he didn't knoAv Avhere to start. 

IMr. ^Iattheavs. That Avas Hogan? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. So I had to lay out a campaign that coA’ered 
the various de])artments, poAver, motor equipment, transportation, 
Avhere the shops Avere, the times the men Avould be employed, the 
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times of liincli hour, so that the scliedule of meetings could be held 
and arrangements could be made for recruiting purposes. 

^fr. Matthews. Mas Santo a worker in the transit industry? 

Mr. O’Shea. No. Santo was never a worker in the transit in¬ 
dustry, and at that time, as I stated, to my knowledge was section 
organizer of Section 15. He had previously been in Cleveland editing 
a Hungarian ])aper, a language paper, as they call it, and I believe 
worked as a hairdresser—barber in his early time. 

iNIr. ]Matthews. Do you know whether Santo has any position in 
ihe Transport Workers’ Union? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes. Santo now is holding the position of general 
secretaiy-treasurer of the Transport Workers’ Union International. 

^Ir. Hogan. I show you a photostatic copy of the Daily Worker 
for iMay 1, 1934, and an article entitled, ‘Tk iVI. T. & I. R. T. Subway 
Workers Or^xanize New Union to Fi,u'ht Against the 1932 Slash in 
W ages,” by John Santo. Are you acquainted with this article? 

(Handing document to the witnevSs.) 

Ml-. O'Shea. Yes; that is right. 

iMr. Matthews. I offer this in evidence as O’Shea Exhibit No. 5. 

The Chairman. That was an article by Santo in the Daily Worker? 

Mr. IMatthews. That is correct. 

The Chairman. It will be received. 

(The document referred to by Mr. ilatthews was marked ^^O’Shea 
Exhibit No. 5,” and received in evidence.) 

jMr. jSIatthews. You say Santo was a barber? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Barber: ^ts. 

Mr. jNLxtthews. And he is now secretary, general secretary- 
treasurer of the Transport Workers’ Union International ? 

]\Ir. O’Shea. Yes. 

The Chairman. There is a jiarticular portion of this article that 
1 should like to have incorporated in the record without reading it, 
the marked portion. 

(The portion of the document referred to by Mr. Matthews is as 
follows:) 

The Amalgamated Association of Street and Electric Railway Employees 
hnreancracy has very well earned the hatred and coiilempt of the transport 
workers of New York. They betrayed and sold out the strikes of 1020 and 1026 
and laid the basis tliereh.v for the estaldishment of company nnions. .Just 
recently the.v added to their black record of betrayal that of the bus drivers 
of the Fifth Avenue (,’oach Go. as well as the Ree Lines of Jamaica, Long Island. 
At both instances the National Recovery Act Labor Hoard was the solution 
offered by Mr. O’Shea, leader of the Amalgamated. No militant tactics, no mass 
picketing, no spreading of the organization and of struggle, but negotiations with 
Mrs. Herrick and trips to Washington. The results? About two dozen best 
union men of the Fifth Avenue Coach Go. tired, and in Jamaica, the strike of the 
Bee Lines is dying off by inches. 

Tin' road toward better wages and shorter hours in the transit industry lies 
over the dead body of tlie company unions as well as that of the Amalgamated 
A'*^sociation through the building up of a new rank and file transport workers’ 
union. 

What was the date on wltich you first met Mr. Santo? 

^Ir. O’Shea. Well, it was approximately the spring of 1934. I 
would not know the month. You know, it is so far back. 

^Ir. Matthews. And you assured him, did you not, as I understand 
your testimony, that you considered it a dangerous practice to pro- 
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ceed as they had been proceodino- in the woi‘k of organizing the 
1'raiispo]*t Workers' Unions 

]\rr. O'SiiKA. Naturally, it would have been disastrous—wouldn't 
liave made any lieadway. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Now, thi.s Hrst meeting which you had with Santo 
and othei’s, was Ai'thur Anderson present ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; Ai-thur Anderson was present at those meetings. 

Mr. Maitiieavs. AVas James McGovern there? 

]\rr. 0 'Shp:a. eJames McGovern was also present. 

The CiiAiioiAx. 1 wonder if it would interrupt the course of your 
examination if I asked the witness if he knows wliat was the pur- 
])ose of placing men in these unions, in tlie transport union? 'What 
Avas the real ])urpose of the Communist Party in Avanting to place 
men in sti’ategic positions tliroughout the union? 

Afr. O'SiiEA. Naturally, to get control of the industry. 

The CiiAiEMAX. 'What did they Avant to do Avith the industry after 
they got control ? 

Mr. 'Well, anybody knowing the Communist program— 

they are a revolutionary party, and as a revolutionary party they 
certainly aa ere going to use the industry at a psychological moment 
foi‘ a revolution. 

The Chairaiax. 'What use could they make of them ? 

Mr. O'Shea. 'Well, anybody who had read the history of Russia 
and the revolution in 1917 should knoAv that the strikes—that a strike 
situation usually preceded the final reA^olutionary set-up. In other 
Avords, the Avorkers were pulled on the streets and eATrything was 
chaos. ^lilitary forces moved in and they simply combined and 
turned it into a complete reAT)lutionary situation. 

Idle CiiAiKAiAX. Does that interrupt you? 

^Ir. iVlArriTEAvs. No; that is all right. 

Tlie CiiAiRAiAX. Did they discuss that phase of it in any of these 
meetings, the ability to cause a strike and tie up the entire transport 
-ystem of Ncav York? 

^Ir. O'Shea. AVell, of course, the Communists at all times do not 
come out to ordinary workers and say ‘TeATilution," but indirectly it 
is the duty of cA’cry Communist to advocate reA^olution in this \\iiy: 

'When a Communist knoAA's it all, he is sent out to recruit and he 
must ahvays emphasize the fact that workers must de]iend purely 
on their economic strength. In other Avords, they can get nothing 
cxceiit through strike situations. In other Avords, that is carrying a 
revolutionary line. 

The CiiAiRAiAx. And you understand that their purpose in formu¬ 
lating these plans and in seeking to infiltrate these organizations and 
get sti-ategic positions Avas to be in a position at the psychological 
moment to tie up the entire transport industry in Ncav York. 

Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely. 

JTe CiiAiRMAX. AVbat elTect Avould that haAT if they aati’C able to 
do that ? 

Mr. O'Shea. 'Well, it would naturally paralyze all ti*ade and com¬ 
merce. Kaauw other indiistiw Avould automatically be closed doAvn. 
It Avould ci'eate a general strike situation. 

The Chatraiax. Did they emphasize the necessity of going into 
key industries? 
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Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. But the way they presented it to the work¬ 
ers, the non-Coinnuinists, was they would succeed much better by a 
general strike situation where the bosses would have to bend back¬ 
ward and give tliein their conditions. 

The CiiAiuMAx. That, was the explanation to the workers? 

Mr. O'Shea. That was the explanation to the ordinary rank and 
file. 

The Chaikaian. But the real explanation on the inside was the 
ability- 

Mr. O'Shea. To create a revolutionary situation. 

The CiiAmAiAx. Was to promote reA^olution? 

Ml*. O'Shea. Yes, sir; that is right. 

The Chairaiax. Or do whatever the Party might i*equire at a 
particular moment ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Exactly. 

The Chairaiax. Well, I want to ask this: From your knowledge 
and expei-ience and your activities in this Transport Workers’ Union, 
are you in a position to say that the Communists can now paralyze 
the trans])ort unions in Yew York if they so desire ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Absolutely; yes; Avith the closed shops. They haA^e 
got a closed shop today, practically, Avith all the major groups, eA^en 
AAuth the city of XeAv York. They haA^e it ari*anged AAhen unification 
takes t)lace, their contract Avill still be in existence; and even though 
the city controls, they can ahvays find time to ci'eate a general strike 
situation. 

The Chairaiax. So you think they uoav IniA^e the poAver to do it in 
NeAv York? 

Mr. O’Shea. They Inu^e the absolute poAAPr at the present time. 

The Chairaiax. If they see fit to exercise that poAver? 

Mr. O'Shea. They could use that poAver. 

The Chairaiax. The Communists AAutliin the union ? 

]Mr. O'Shea. The Communist leadership Avith its control in all the 
different sections of the union is so poAAPrful that they could stampede 
the men into a strike, and haA^e it up, before the membership would 
knoAV Avhat is is all about. 

Mr. Thoaias. Mr. O'Shea, isn't this the same Transport Union 
that threatened to strike in XeAV York just a feAv AA^eeks ago? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir; that is the same union. 

Mr. Thoaias. And John L. LeAA is came up to XeAv York and had a 
meeting Avith i\like Quill and LaGuardia? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Thoaias. The strike Avas called off because of an agreement 
entered into betAA’een John L. LeAvis, iNIike Quill, and LaGuardia? 

iNfr. O'Shea. That is right. 

^fr. i\lATTHKAvs. XoAv, Ml’. O'Shea, you spoke of the reA^olutionary 
objectiAT of the Communists in their trade-union organization. Have 
you ever noticed any revolutionary actiATtie,s or plans aaIhcIi seem 
to point to a revolutionary activity in the publications of the Trans¬ 
port Workers’ X^nion? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir; as a matter of record they \vd\e established 
gun clubs, 

Mr. Mattheavs. You mean the Transi)ort Union has gun clubs ? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Actual gun clubs formed in sections by motorinen’s 
grouiis, sho]) groups, and various grou])s. They meet on ranges on 
different days of the Aveek regularly for target practice. 
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.Ml*. O’Shea. Do they call these ‘h’ille ranges’’? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

.Mr. Matthews. Do tliey have i‘eal ainnninition ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Dijdonbtedly. You don’t fire blanks on a idfle range. 

Mr. Maiutiews. I show yon a copy of the Yi’ansport Bulletin. 
Will you identify tliat [handing ])aper to the witne.-^s] ? 

]\ri*. O'Shea. Yes, sir. That is the ofiicial organ of the Transport 
Woi kers' Union. 

^fr. Ma'ittiews. This is dated December 1080. On page 15 there 
api^ears the following. Before reading this, I ask it be placed in 
evidence. 

The Chateaiax. It is so ordered. 

(d'he bulletin referred to by ]\Ir. Matthews was mai*ked ‘'O'Shea 
Exhibit Xo. G”, and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. Matthews. On page 15 there appears the following: 

Killr raiiires. lOvery nuaii))er walcona^ Hi ties supplied. 14Stli Street Shop, 
Mondays. 7: lo to in p. m., Kauges. Surface Track, Tuesdays, 7: 15 to 10 p. m., 
Kanges. Flatlnish, Tliiirsdays, 7: 15 to 10 p. in., Ranges. 

The rides are supplied at the ranges according to this chart. Then 
there appears a note at the bottom: 

Turchase your recreation card in tin' Tran.<port Workers’ Union offices. Xo 
additional charge for anything except cartridges for rifles. 

^Ir. Tho3ias. Mr. O'Shea, what is the purpose of teaching the.se 
transport union men how to shoot ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. AVell, I think it ought to be a foregone conclusion. 
.V revolutionary party controlling a mass movement would cer¬ 
tainly train—don't train men for target practice for the pleasure 
of it. 

.\[r. T HO^iAS. So in your mind they had guns for the same reasons 
that these 17- 

]Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely. 

^ir. Thoaias. Christian Front people had guns? 

Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely. 

The CiiAiKArAX. Let us go back. I believe we interrupted the 
chain of events fi*om his last meeting showing his connection with 
it, and who he knew it. in and how he knows these facts to be true. 

Mr. ]Matitiews. That is coiaect. Xow, I wish to ask you, i\Ir. 
O'Shea, if you made an investigation of the change of name from 
Dilloughery to Hogan liy Austin Hogan ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir: I did. 

^[r. ^Matthews. Did you find in the record of the Bronx County 
clerk's office that Austin Dilloughery had legally changed his name 
to Au^tin Hogan ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. :\L vtthews. Do you recall the approximate date of the order 
directing- 

^fr. O’Shea. Well, I would have to look it up again. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. It was around April 1935, was it? 

Mr. O'Shea. April 1935. 

Mr. Matthews. And do you recall that the name to be assumed, 
Austin Hogan, was authorized on ]May 18. 1935? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is right. 
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Mr. Matthews. After the publication of the order ^ 

Mr. O'Shea. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. Maotheavs. AVas that order luiblished in the Bronx Home 
News? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sii*; piiblislied in the Bronx Home Xew>. 

Mr. Mai'thews. Published in the Bronx Home News? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Did yon eA^er see a copy of an affidaAut made by 
Austin Hooan, stating* that he Avas l)orn on^May 2G, 190G, in Ennisty- 
mon County, Ireland ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheaat. And did these i-ecords rcA’cal that he Ava> natural¬ 
ized on Auii'ust G, 1931 ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes. 

Mr, Mattheaa^s. Do you knoAV avIio the attorney Avas Avho handled 
these matters for Mr, Hogan in the change of his name? 

Mr, O’Shea. ]Mr. Harry Sacher. 

ilr. INIattiiews. AA'^ho is Mr. Harry Sacher? 

]Mr. O’Shea. Mr. Harry Sacher is iioaa^ general counsel for the 
Transpoi-t AAh)rkers’ Union, C. I. O. He is also counsel, I under¬ 
stand, for the Musicians Local 802, A. F. of L., and district 9 of the 
Painters Union, all located in Ncav Yoi'k City—headquarters in NeAA" 
York City. 

Mr. Mattheavs. You luiAe named the locals of three unions? 

iNfr. O’Shea. Three unions; yes, sir. 

JMr. IMattheaa^s. Do you knoAA^ of your oAvn knowledge whether or 
not communists are powerful or entrenched in the leadershijA of these 
three locals that you have mentioned? 

Mr. O'Shea. Oh, absolutely, sure. 

]\Ir. Maitheavs, Is that a matter of general knowledge amongst 
ti-ade unions in XeAA^ York City? 

Mr. O'Shea. Among the left-Aving groups it is general knoAvledge, 
but not among the membership as a AAdiole. 

Mr. Mattheavs. I shoAv you a photostat for June 1, 1934, issue 
of the Daily AVorker, Avhich has an article entitled: “Irish-Ainerican 
AVorkers Should Be Champions of Negro Liberation, says Murra}’ 
at FareAA^ell.” Are yon familiar Avith this article, I^fr. O'Shea? 

]Mr. 0 'Sih:a, Yes; I am familiar. 

Mr. Mattheavs, I Avish to offer this in evidence. 

The CiiAiRAiAN. It Avill be received. 

(The photostat referred to by ]Mr. MattheAvs Avas marked “O'Shea 
Exhibit No. 7,” and made a part of the record.) 

JNIr. Mattheavs. Noav, Avill you jilease state the significance of the 
Communist Party’s approach to this Irish question? 

]Mr. O'Shea. As you AAull note from the Daily AAh)rker, this ])ar- 
ticular meeting Avas held as a fareAvell reception to the secretary of 
the Irish-Communist Party, avIjo had come to the United States. 

Mr. ^Matiuieaa^s. AAdiat Avas his name ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Sean Murray. And his jmrpose Avas, of course, to 
stimulate amongst the Irish groujAs in the Thnted States, and more 
or less encourage them to line up Avith the Communist Party in this 
country, and this fareAA^ell reception Avas given to him at the Irving 
Plaza. 
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111 this, of course, you will note that Austin llooan, who is the 
oeiitleuuui we have reference to, was present, and 1 (piote: 

Austin Hogan, active in the Irish Workers’ Clubs of this city spoke and sang 
old traditional songs of Ireland. 

^Ir, Matthew.s. Was Earl Browder one of the s])eakers on this 
occasion ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. Eai’l Browder was ])resent at that meeting. 

Mr. Matthews. Was ITogaii employed on a C. AV. A. project' 

.Mr. O'Shea. Yes, He was engineer at the time for Bronx County 
(ias c'v P^lectrie on the ])roject. 

.Air. M A'rriiEws. Is it atTording to your own ])eri<onal knowledge 
and common practice for Communists to use aliases? 

Afr. O'Shea. Xaturally. 

Air, AIa^ithews. Or to change their names? 

Air. 0 ‘Shea. AYs, sir. 

Air. AIatthews. To conceal their identity for various })urposes? 

Air. O'Shea. AYrious purjioses, yes. 

The Chairmax. Air. AIatthews, suppose we go back and have his 
further connection. All we have now is the early meetings with the 
concentration group. I thought it might be well to show first what 
his connections were with the Transport Union. 

Air. AIatthews. AVe are now in the period where tliey are just get¬ 
ting ready to oi’ganize the Transport AAYrkers’ Union and we will 
come immediately to Air. O'Shea’s official connection with the union. 

The Chaie3Iax". All right. 

Air. AIatthews. AA'here did you first meet Alichael Quill ? 

Air. O'Shea. I met him some weeks after we had the first .small 
group meetings, as I stated, when we met Hogan. 

Air. AIaithews. Did you sign Alichael Quill up? 

Air. O'Shea. AYs. 

Air. AIatthews. For the new Transport AAYi-kers' X^nion? 

Air. O'Shea. AYs, sir. 

Air. AI.aithews. Did yon make any arrangements for any meetings? 

Air. O’Shea. AYs; I called a special meeting of Quill and all fel¬ 
lows who wei’e really active, which was to be held at Fisher's Restau¬ 
rant, Fort^'-second Street and Fourth Avenue in Xew AYi-k City. 
Quill attended that meeting, which was the first meeting, and a])- 
proximately 15 other workers from tlie industry also attended. 

Air. AIatthews. Were Hogan and Santo there ? 

Air. O'Shea. I had ari'anged ])reviously to bilng them to this 
meeting but they failed to show up. 

Air. AIatthews. Xow. did you do any business at that meeting 
where Quill attended for the first time? 

Air. O'Shea. AYs: I described the oi-ganizational method and 
structure and supplied each man with application cards and in¬ 
structed them, as Santo had jireviousl}^ instructed me. to form 
groups; that each individual going out was to take a number of cai'ds, 
10, 15. or 20, form a group and keej) the groui) by itself and establish 
a secretary and chairman. 

Air. AIatthews. Did Quill fman a group? 

Air. O’Shea. AYs. sir: he formed a group on the west side. S?venth 
Avenue, of Interborough Rapid Transit Subway Division. 

Air. AIatthews. Xow, subsequent to meetings of these groups were 
Santo and Hogan in attendance ? 
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Mr. 0 ‘Shea. Yes, sir. Practically all the meetino-s they attended. 

^Ir. ]\Iati'iiews. After you had several groups formed, did yon 
choose a delegates’ council or setup a delegates’ council? 

Mr. O’SiTEA. Yes. That v as the structure at the time. It was to 
form groups of sections and from those sections an executive would 
be formed known as the delegates’ council, with a representative 
consisting of the secretary and chairman of each section. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Where did those first delegates’ council meet ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, we met down on the East Side of Xew York 
City. 

]\[r. ^Matthews. Do you recall the persons who attended? 

IMr. O'Shea. Yes; Santo attended; a conductor from the B. M. T. 
named William Siiideina; a maintenaiice man from the lighting 
dejiartment of the Interborongh Eapid Transit Co. 

Mr. ^Iatitiews. What was his name? 

]\Ir. O'SiiEA. James McGovern. Two other workers from the 
painting department. One was J. Sponza and the other worker 
was Holst rum. 

^Ir. ^NIatiiiews. Herbert? 

O'Shea. Herbert Holstrum. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Who acted as the chairman of that delegates’ 
council ? 

Mr. O'Shea. John Santo. 

]\fr. IMatitiews. What was the membership of the union at this 
time? 

I\Ir. O'Shea. Well, figures given to me by Santo was approxi¬ 
mately 100—about 100 men. 

Mr. IMaithews. Now, what year was this, to keep the story 
straight ? 

IMr. O'Shea. That was around—I would say around xVpril of 
1934—on or aliout April. I may be wrong in the month but I know 
it was Avithin that time. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did yc)u begin to publish any literature—leaflets, 
bulletins, or anything of that kind at this time? 

I\Ir. O'Shea.* Welh yes; we naturally discussed it at this meeting. 
We had to explain the situation in the industry and the necessity 
of putting out stuff, so he said: “Yes; aac Avill take care of that; aat 
Avill publish a bulletin.” 

ilr. Mattheavs. Noav, Avhat kind of a bulletin did you get out at 
this time ? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Oh, it Avas just one of those six by four tAvo-page 
luillelins. 

Mr. ^Mattheavs. Who Avas the editor of the bulletin? 

^Ir. O'Shea. A man by the name of Forge. 

IMr. 1 \Iattheaa\s. Is his first name Maurice ? 

Mr. O'Shea. IMaurice Forge; yes. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. M-a-u-r-i-c-e ? 

iSir. O’Shea. Yes. 

^Ir. IMattheavs. Do you knoAV noAV AA'hether he is the editor of the 
Transport Workers’ Bulletin? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. He is noAV editor of the Transport Workers’ 
Bulletin. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Does it so appear in the Transport Workers’ 
Bulletin ? 
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^Ir. O'SiiKA. Yes, sir; bis iinme appears in the bulletin as the 
editoi’. 

Mr. MArniinvs. Did Forae work in the industry? 

]\Ir. O'SiiKA, Xo; Foi-oe at that time was a member of the con¬ 
centration unit at this sho]:> in Harlem, which we discussed in the 
early ])art of the evidence. He was one of the seven men selected by 
Yass, who was the section oriranizer, to concentrate for the work 
and from this unit he still continued on and continued in a func¬ 
tionary ca])acity as an editor. 

]Mr. ]\Iatthkws. Do you know what section of the Communist 
flirty he belon^'ed to^ 

Mr. O’Shea. Section 4. That was the Harlem section, Xew York 
City. 

Mr. IMattiiews. Do you know any further enlightening facts about 
Forges connection or background? 

^Ir. O'SiiEA. MYll, Forge, from what I understood, he was what 
we used to call a '‘placard artist.’’ He used to do some painting from 
time to time on dresses, I believe, and he had a job—the last job he 
had was a bus boy in some club on Park Avenue. 

3Ir. Tiioimas. Mr. ]\ratthews, right at that point I would like to 
know what ])roof the witness has that this man you are referring to is 
a member of the Communist Party. ^Yhy does he think he is a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. ^Iatthews. That is, ilanrice Forge? 

.Mr, Thomas. Yes. 

^Mr. ^Tatthews. Can you answer that, Mr. O’Shea? 

Mr. O’Shea. 'Well, I was going to come to that question later on. 
You see when we were going into the point of the structure of the 
Communist Party within the trade-unions I would have dealt with 
this particular cpiestion. 

Mr. Thomas. That is all I'ight. 

l\[r. ^Iatthews. Xow. I show you. IMr. O’Shea, a copy of the Trans- 
j)ort ^Workers’ Bulletin of July 1934 [handing paper to the witness]. 

]\Ir. O’Shea. Yes. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Do you identify that? 

Ml*. O’Shea. Yes. sir; that is one of our first bulletins. 

Mr. MAniiEAvs. I ask that this be made a part of the record. 

The Chatrmax. It is so ordered. 

(The document referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked ^'O’Shea 
Exhibit Xo. 8,’’ and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. ^1attih:ws. 'Will you please .state how this bulletin was 
financed? AVho paid for its publication? 

Mr. O’Shea. 4'he Communist Part 3 \ 

Mr. Maithews. How do you know the Communist Part}" paid for 
its publication? 

Mr. O’Shea. Certainly the union didn’t pay for it, because the 
union didn’t have any money—wasn’t in existence, as a matter of fact. 

^Ir. MA'rniEws. Mbis 80 blast Eleventh Street the address of the 
Tran>port AVorkers’ Bulletin at that time? 

Mr. O’Shea, Yes: they had a room—we had a room, of course. 
AA'hen the thing began to start with the one hundred or so men. we 
had a room at SO East Eleventh Street. 

Mr. Maithews. Do you know, IMr. O’Shea, where this Transport 
AA^’orkers’ Bulletin was actually i)rinted—what typographical union 
was connected with its printing? 
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IVfr. O'Shea. Well, I have some material here which is-- 

]\Ir. ]\Iatthews. Wliat is the nnioji label on that? 

]\[r. O'Shea. The inmiber is 209. It is the nnion-label number, 
anrl I have some exhibits here which I will present to the committee— 
some closer connection. Here is the ‘‘Soviet-Finnish Peace—A Blow 
to the War ]\Ion^'ers.” This also has union label No. 209. 

^Ir. Thomas. May I ask were they both printed at the same place? 

Mi\ O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Thomas. Both of those pamphlets printed at the same place? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. They have the vSame label, No. 209. That 
is a trade mimber. 

Ml’. iMATTHEws. And here is a pamphlet entitled ‘‘Captured by 
Franco,” and imblished by the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brio-ade. Is that also- 

]Mr. O’Shea. xVlso 209. 

Mr. INIatthews. Bears union label 209? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

'Mr. ISIatthews. And here is a leaflet issued by the women’s com¬ 
mittee of the New York State Communist Party. Does that also 
bear the label 209 ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; 209. 

Mr. Matthews. And an election campaign leaflet entitled “The 
People Versus IVall Street,” published by the Communist Party and 
also has label 209 ? 

Ml’. O’Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. If I have not offered exhibits 9 , 10 , 11 , and this 
one as 12,1 wish to do so. 

The Chairman. They are admitted. 

(The exhibits referred to by Mr. ifatthews were marked “O'Shea 
Exhibits Nos. 9 , 10 , 11 , and 12 ,” and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. ]Matthews. Now, did you make any inquiries of the Allied 
Printinof Trades Council as to the identity of union label 209? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. jNIatthews. I will show you a letter- 

Mr. O’Shea. That is the letter; yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Can 3^011 identify this letter? 

Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely. 

jMATriiEws. Dated June 13, 1939? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. The letter is fiom the Allied Printing Trades 
Council of Greater New York and is signed by Vincent J. Ferris. 

I wish to offer this in evidence.^ 

The Chairman. It will be admitted. 

(The letter refeired to by Mr. INIatthews was marked “O’Shea 
Exlnbit No. 13,” and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. Matthews. The letter states as follows: 

(’implying with the request contained in your letter of June 4, I liereby 
impart to you the following information : 

The Prompt Press, now located at 113 Fourth Avenue has been the lessee 
of label 209 since 1933. The Printing Trades Bluelmok gives the list of officers 
for 1939 as follows: 

Frank Thistleton, president; Boris Cohen, secretary-treasurer and buyer. 

Do 3 ’ou know what connection the Prompt Press has with the Com¬ 
munist Party or any of its oi*ganizations? 
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Mr. ()*SiiEA. Yes. You will Hiul some documents liere wliicli will, 
I am sure, indicate that. 

Matthews. I show you a copy of tl^e New Yoi-k Post for Au- 
eu^^t S, 1D3!). with an aiticle entitled: '‘Hathaway Uses Capitalist 
J)od^e.“ 

In this story it is stated that the Jh’ompt Pi'css, due to the judg¬ 
ment owed it i)y the Daily Woi-ker, has become the receiver for the 
Daily Worker, is that corrects 
^Ir. O'Shea. That is right. 

Ml*. Matthews. Do you know if tluit is the legal situation of the 
Prompt Pre.'^s and Daily AVorker in New York? 
ill*. 0 ‘Shea. That is right. 

Ml*. Matthews. Now, then, you understand from this and other 
information which was given to you, that the Communist Party paid 
for the ])ul)lieatiou of tlie hrst issues of the Ti*ansport MYrkers’ Bill- 
letin ? 

ill*. O'Shea. Yes. 

Ml*. Casey. Do I undei stand, ill*. Mattliews, tluit tlie Prompt Press 
be(*am(‘ receiver thiougli judicia] pi’oceiHlings in court? 
ill*. ilAiTiiEws. Is tliat rights 

ill*. O'Shea. As far as 1 understand, that is corivet. 
ill*. ilATTHEws. It is so Stated in the article and as a re.snlt of an 
investigation. I checked that. 

Now. what was your Hi-st jiosition, ifr. O'Sliea, in the Transport 
iVorkers* Union? 

ill*. O'Shea. President. 

ill*. ilATTiHAvs. AAYre you tlie first president of tlie Transport 
AVorkers' Union ? 

ill*. O'Shea. Yes. sir; I was tlie first president of the Transport 
AAhukers' Union. 

ilr. ilATTiiEws. And by whom were 3*011 elected president of the 
Transport AAYrkers' I'nion ? 

ilr. O'Shea. T wasn't elected president. I was appointed by Santo, 
who was tlie district rejiresentative of the partv. 

ilr. il\TTiiEWs. You wei*e ajipoiiited president of tlie Transport 
AA'orkeis* Union bv Santo? 
ilr. O'Shea. Yes. 

ilr. ilATTHEWS. AA^ho was district organizer of the Communist 
Party in New York? 

ill*. O'SiiEA. Disti*ict representative in the transit field? 
ill*. ilv'iTHEws. Yes. district i*epresentative in the transit field? 
ill*. O'Shea. Yes. sir. 

ill*. iI\TTiiEWs. For the Communist Party? 
ilr. O'Shea. Foi* the (iimmnnist Part}*; 3 ’es, sii*. 
ilr. ilATTHEWs. Do you have any dociimentar}* evidence of your 
presidency of the Tiansj)oi*t AAYrkers' Union? 

ilr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 1 think you will find it in the official oi’gan, 
the bulk‘tin. 

ilr. ilATTHEWS. 1 show you a copy of the Ti*ansport AAYrkers’ Bul¬ 
letin for Febi*uai*v whicli has a picture of 3 X)urself, is that 

cori'cct ? 

(Handing jiapei* (o the witness.) 
ilr. O'Shea. Yes. sii*. 
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Mr. ]\Iatthews. And anotlier copy of the Transport lYorkers' Bul¬ 
letin for July 1935. Do you identify these as copies of the publica¬ 
tion of your union? 

Mr. d'SiiEA. Yes. 

INlr. IVlAT'riiEWS. I otfer them in evidence. 

The Chaiemax. They may be received. 

(The Transport Workers’ Bulletin dated February 1035 was marked 
''O'Shea Exhibit No. 15”; the Transport Workers’ Bulletin dated 
July 1935 was marked '^O'Shea Xo. 14,” and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. Matthews. On pane 1 of the Transport Workers' Bulletin for 
July 1935, there appears the following' statement besides a photo- 
cTaph. Is that a ])hotograph of yourself, Mr. O'Shea ? 

"" Mr. O’Shea. That is rio-ht. 

Mr, ISIatthews (reading) : 

A few minutes before noon on Fi'iday, Jnne 21st, Tom O Siiea. fij^hting nresi- 
(lent of the Transport Vforker.s* Union ac-eompanied by two other union organ¬ 
izers, arrived at the 14Sth Street shop in preparation for the weekly shop-gate 
meeting— 

and so forth. 

I show you a Transport Workers' Dnion membership book. 

Mr, O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr, jMa^jthews. ^Ir. O'Shea, do you identify that? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Does your signature appear as president of the 
Transport Workers’ Union ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. IMa^ithews. And the signature of Austin Hogan as secretary? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

I\Ir. Matthews. Of the Transport Workers’ T^nion ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Matthews. xVnd this book was dated xVugiist t28. 1934? 

jNIr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. May we have this in evidence as O'Shea's exhibit 
16? 

The Chaiemax. It is admitted. 

(The memliership book referred to by Mr. Alatthews was marked 
"O'Shea’s exhibit Xo. 16'’ and made a part of the record.) 

INIr. Matthews. How long did you retain the position as president 
of the Transport Workers’ Union? 

Mr. O'Shea. Until December 1935. 

Mr. Mx\tthews. You held the position until December 1935? 

Mr, O'Shea, Held the position until December 1935; yes. 

Mr. Matthews. What were your instructions at that time with 
reference to the office of president? 

Mr. O'Shea. At that time I was instructed by Santo to resign, or 
not to oppose the future president at the election. 

Mr. Matthews. And did you follow those instructions? 

Mr. 0'Sth:a. Absolutely. 

Mr. Matthews. And who was elected president of the Transport 
Workers’ Union to succeed you? 

Mr, O’Shea. Quill was elected unopposed. 

Mr. Matthews. Michael Quill? 

Mr, O’Shea. Yes. 
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Mr. Mattii Kws. Alul were you iustrneted to do (linl by Sauto^ 

.Mr. O’SiiKA. Ves. sii*: by dolui Santo. 

^Ir. Mattiikws. Of tlie Coinniuni^^t Party? 

JNIr. O'SiiKA. Yes. sir. 

]\li\ Ma'itiikws. that in 193G? 

Mr. O'SiiioA. Xo: at the end of Xoveniber 1935. The election took 
])lace at the end of X^oveinlier 1935 and the oilicers were installed 
in flanuarv 193G. 

Mr. Mxru lEWs. X^ow. were yon ever approached to join the Coin- 
niunist Party. Mr. 0‘Shea ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir; 1 was apDi'oaclied to join the Connnnnist 
Party. 

Mr. MA'miEws. AVhere was that and Avhen? 

Mr. O'Shea. 1 was asked to attend around 1934 at a house in 
Astoria. Lon^ Island. 

Mr. iNlArriiEws. AVho was j^resent at that meetino’? 

Mr. O'Shea. John Santo. Austin Hooan. and a chap by the name 
of James Gariason. who actually owned the apartment, a chap by 
the name of Arthur Anderson, a chap by the name of James iNlc- 
Oovern. and myself. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. Did you join the Oommnnist Party at that time? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes; 1 joined the party at that time. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. This Avas in or around 1934? 

Mr. O'Shea. ^lay 1934: a])proximately that time. 

Mr. .Mati'iieavs. So that Avhen you relinquished the presidency of 
the Transport MYrkers' Union in December of 1935 you w^re a mem- 
lier of the Communist Party? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir: I was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. And you did. therefore, feel compelled to accept 
the instructions of the Communist Party Avith reference to your posi¬ 
tion in this union? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Casey. You mean Avhen he Avas president of the Transport 
"Workers' Union he joined the Communist Party? 

yiv, MArniEAvs. Xo. He had been a member of the Communist 
Party since ^lay 1934. 

Mr. Casey. Did he occupy a position then in the union? 

Mr. Mat'cheavs. He occiq^ied the position of president of the Trans¬ 
port MY]*kers' Union from June 1934 to X^oAember 1935—about IS 
months. 

One month before you became president of the union you joined 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. O'Shea. Approximately that time; yes. 

Mr. Mattheaa’s. Did any of the other j^iersons present at that meet¬ 
ing i]i Astoria join the Communi.st Party at the same time? 

Mr. O Shea. Xes. McGoA'ern. Garrison, and Anderson. Ander¬ 
son. as a matter of fact, rejoined the ])arty. 

Mr. iNlATniEAvs. So you Avere })resent then at a meeting: of the Com¬ 
munist Party and therefoi*e kneAv from first-hand knoAvledge that 
these indiAuduals became members? 

.Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

^ ^li*. Mattheavs. Santo. Starr, Hogan, Gai*rison, Anderson, and ^b*- 
Govern; is that correct ? 

10 —vul. 13- 
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O'Shea. Yes. 

M7\ Mat'ciiews. Xo^y, from that time on did yon atteiul regidarly 
meetings of the partA^i* 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes. Tlie party then liad scliednled regnlar what was 
known as ‘hinit meetings.*’ Establislied what was known as a ^hinit,” 

Mr. Matthews. Mdiere were those meetings held ^ 

O'Shea. AYe lield quite a nmnber of them at the Artist's Hall. 
T think it is around Twenty-tliird Street in New \ork City. IVe 
had some in the Metal Workers’ Union, and later in the headquarters 
of the Trans])ort IVoi’kers’ Union. 

Mr. ('asea\ Before yon go into that. ^Ir. Matthews, I am very 
onrioiis to know how it happened that a good Corkman named O^Shea 
joined the Communist Party. 

^Ir. O'Shea. AVell. It so hap})ened. conditions in the industry at 
that time wei‘e anything ])nt hot. I worked as a maintenance man. 
My hours of work wasn't too bad. I had 48 hours a week—44. But 
1 saw men woi‘king 84 hours a week. I v/as up in a booth, and after 
all a man is entitled to at least half-decent living conditions. I saw 
that there was absolutely no justice as far as the workingmen in the 
industry Avei'e concerned and I felt at the time it was absolutely nec¬ 
essary to have a union. 

Xow. T didn't see any activity on the part of the American l^ed- 
eration of Laboi*: and I have previously testified I made contact 
through this concentration groii]) and they assured me they were in¬ 
terested in building a union. Xh)W, the question was. was I going 
along with them? To my belief they were giving satisfaction. They 
were willing to spend money—pay for a bulletin, pay for lawyers, 
and give us as much protection as could be given. So I felt that 
really these ])eople are interested in the working class. They were 
seriously interested in the working class, so I said to myself. ‘AVell, 
after all if these ]7eople are willing to come in here and make a 
Uto])ia and shoAV nationally and internationally they are willing 
to do the same thing.” Then naturally I i-ead their material— 
Daily AAYrker pamphlets, bulletins, and various things, and from 
the contents of the material I believed that they were seriously in¬ 
terested in alleviating a lot of suffering. 

This unemployment question and many other things were coming 
np from day to day and for that reason I felt I would join, so I did 
join. 

Air. AfAS(.)X. Alay I ask a question. Following that, however, your 
eyes were opened to the fact that they were not particularly inter¬ 
ested in the welfare of the workingman but had their political no¬ 
tions always to the fore and wei’e using the working man as an excuse 
to get their political and revolutionary activities over, is that right ? 

All*. O'Shea. Sure. I realized that when I held that position as 
president, that 1 was simply nothing else but a Charlie AIcCarthy 
and it was a question not to have 3 mur oAvn ideas on au}^ question that 
arose, but simply do what you were told, right or wrong. 

The CiiAiEMAN. All right, 

Mr. AIatthews. Xow, Air. O’Shea, you spoke of meeting with your 
unit of the Communist Ihirty in various places in XeAv York. 1 
would like to ask you if Alichael Quill was a member of the same 
unit of the Communist Pai4v that you were? 
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^Ir. O'Shea. Michael Quill was a member of the same unit of the 
Communist Ihutv. 

Mr. Matitiews. Was that unit a part of seeliou 28 ot the ( om- 
munist Parly of New ^ork^ 

Mr. O'SiiEA. Section 28. 

^Ir. ^[attiiews. AVho was the secretary of your unit? 

Mi‘. ()'Sih:a. Eddie ^laj^uire was secretary. 

Mr. .MArniEws. Did Qiiill hold any position in your unit ^ 

Mr. 0‘SiiEA. Yes. 

Mr. J\fArriirAvs. In the Communist Parly? 

^Ii*. O'Shea. Yes. Quill was what was known as diteratui’e 
aii'ent.*' 

Mr. ^lATniEWs. Did you hold any ])osition ? 

^Ir. 0 ‘Shhv. Unit organize!*. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you recall the names of the other members 
of the unit ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. Austin IlogiHi. John Santo, Andemm, a 
ehaj) by the name of McOovern from the industry, a cliap by the 
name <)f Ciu*i*an. and a chap by the name of Flemming, a John 
Murphy. A colored chap minted King, who was a ])oi*ter in the 
industry; a cha]) named (lunsen and Peter Starr. 

Ml'. Matitiews. M as there a man named Garrison? 

Mr. O'Shea. Janies Gari*ison; yes. 

^Ir. Matthews. These wei*e in addition to youi’self and Michael 
Qnill { 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir. MY were functionaries of the unil. 

Mr. MA'miEws. And Ed ^Maguire? 

Mr. O'Shea. Ed Maguire; yes. 

Mr. ^Matitiews. Did you ever have any prominent Communists at¬ 
tend your meetings? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

y\i\ ]\[ATTnEws. Mdll you please state who they were? 

.>Ir. O'Shea. Rose MYi'tis and Geoi'ge Siskind. 

]\rr. Matitiews. Is that spelled M^-o-r-t-i-s and S-i-s-k-i-n-d ? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

^Mr. Ma'pehews. M^hy did George Siskind and Rose M^ortis attend 
your meetings—they Avere unit meetings? 

ilr. O'Shea. Yes. Our unit meetings were not long in existence 
at the time and a question arose as to the advisability of entering 
the company-union elections which were about to take place at the 
time, nominate candidates on the conqiany-union slate and, if pos¬ 
sible. get control of the company union from the inside. 

At this particular unit meeting Quill could not see that policy and 
he went u|) in arms. He said it tvas a form of collaboration Avith 
the company: that he could not see that such a thing Avas possible. 

Santo was unable at the time, at this meeting, to convince Quill, 
so he ari-anged for the following unit meeting to bring in somebody 
Avho Avould be able to explain the situation. 

]\[r. MAmIIAvs. You say Quill opposed entei'ing- 

]\rr. O’Shea. The company union. 

^Mi*. Ma'itiieaa's. In a Ti'ojan Horse fashion ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Becau.^^e he said it was a form ‘Yf collaboration 
with the bosses"? 
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Mr. O'SiiEA. Yes, sir. . 

Mr, iNIattiieavs. Do you know AvhetliGr oi* not that tiiat cittitiuio 
expressed by Quill at tliat time has been denounced by the Communist 
Pa-rty as “left-wino- infantilism'’? 

]\Ir. O’Shea. Absolutely. 

Mr. Matthews. Did Lenin write a book on that subject? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is true. 

Mr. IMAraiEws. And is it the exi^erience of the party that new 
]*ecruits to the ]3arty sometimes fail to understand the importance 
of the Trojan Horse tactics? 

IMr. O'Shea. True. 

Mr. IVIattiiews. On the around that they are collaboratiim' with 
reactionaries and bosses and what not ? 

Mr. O’Shea. That is true. 

Mr. Matthews. And that Avas Quill's position at this time? 

Mr. O’Shea. That was Quill’s position at that time. 

Mr. JMatthews. And Siskind and Wort is were sent into your unit 
to discuss that subject Avith your unit? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And did they do more than discuss it Avith your 
unit? 

Mr. O’Shea. Oh. they went into the Avhole question of the party. 

Mr, Mattheaa\s. Did they lay doAAui the party line for you? 

Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely. They said: ‘‘You understand the party’s 
]3osition. Yon Inna^ got to get inside and you have got to smash it 
doAAUi from the inside. It is the only Avay it can and must be done.” 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did Quill yield after the instructions Avere laid 
down ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes; he did yield. 

Mr. ]Mattheavs. What hap])ened, do you knoAV, to Siskind shortly 
aftei* this meeting at your unit? 

O’Shea. Well, we had some later meetings Avith Siskind after 
that, 3^011 see, but I missed him from around the district. I Avas a 
frequent Ausitor at the headquarters of the district and - 

ilr. Ma^jtheavs. Of the Communist Party? 

Mr. O'Shea. Of the Communist Party headquarters and naturally 
aiiA^ question AA^e had AA^e Avould go and interAneAv them on those things, 
and 1 Avas informed that he Avas gone—that he had gone to llussia. 

]\Ir. Mattheavs. Now. Avhen Siskind Avas attending 3 ^our meetings, 
do you knoAV Avhether or not he Avas designated as the “agit prop”? 

Mr. O’Shea. He Avas. 

iNIr. jMattheavs. Which I believe now is called ‘‘the educational 
director”? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir; the same thing. 

]\Ir. jMattheavs. Did a’ou haAT a leading fi'action foimed at this 
time? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. It is the practice Avith the Communist Party 
Avhen they establish units Avithin a giATii industry to also establish 
an executiAT which is knoAvn as a ‘‘fraction.” 

Mr. MAa'THEAvs. Xoav, what is the ‘‘leading fraction”? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is—a leading fraction, it usually consists of 
select men. TheA" are not elected. P>ut the^" are selected by the func¬ 
tionaries Avho are the full-time organizers of the part^^ in the in¬ 
dustry, Avho select maybe a half a dozen or a dozen men and place 
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them ill positions and they direct tiie activities or, in other woixls, 
carry the party line throiio;h the industry. 

Mr. MA'nuiAVs, Isn't their lesponsibiliiy to politicalize tlie union? 

Mr. O'IShka. Yes, sir: and responsible for recruiting. 

Mr. ]Ma'itiifavs. Do you rememhei* the names of the members of the 
leading fraction in the transit iiulnstry at this time? 

M\\ O'SiiUA. Yes, sir. Austin Hogan, Quill, and IMaciMahon. 

^fr. Maitiifavs. Will you spell that? 

Mr. O'SiiKA. ^I-a-c-M-a-h-o-n. Forge, who was the editor of this 
bulletin. 

Mr. AfA'iTiiEws. He is tlie man Ave asked about before ? 

Mr. O'SiiEA. He is the gentleman. Austin Hogan, flames Garrison, 
IMurphy—I mentioned Quill, did I? 

Mr. Mattiieavs. Siiidema ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; he was. 

Ml*. ^Iattheavs. Santo a member of the fraction? 

Mr. O'Shea. Santo Avas a meinliei* of the fraction. 

Mr. ]\Iattiieaa\s. Were yon a member of the fraction? 

Mr. O'Shea. Oh, yes; sure. 

Mr. Matthews. What about a man named Victor Bloswick? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir: Victor Bloswick. One Hundred and Forty- 
eighth Street. He AA^as also a member. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Did yon find that any friction or factionalism 
dcA^eloped in your fraction? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheavs. What Avas that due to? 

Mr. O’Shea. Well, during the course of organization Quill and I 
from time to time discussed this party thing, about the organization. 
We felt that tliey AA*ere not organizing properly and Ave dreAv this 
question to their attention from time to time, but AA^e got no satis¬ 
faction. It seemed to be—Aveil, you just do as you are told, so Ave 
Avere opposed to the ‘'bureaucracy,” as Ave termed it, at the time— 
the dictatorial tactics of Santo and Hogan, Avitli the result it got 
so hot that AA’e Avere called to a special meeting. 

Mr. Mattheaats. Where Avas that meeting held? 

Mr. O'Shea. It Avas held in the liome of Israel Amter. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Do you knoAV Avho Israel Amter is ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. He is State chairman of the Communist Part}" for 
the XeAv York district. 

Mr. IMattheaa’s. And Avhere Avas his home at that time? 

^ Mr. O'Shea. On the East Side around—I couldn't say—around 
Fourth Street, but I AAould say on the East Side olY of Third AA’enue. 

Mr. i\lATTHEAA"s. Tliis Avas a meeting of your leading fraction in 
the transit indiii^ti*y at the home of Israel Amter? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheaa"s. For the purpo.se of dealing AAuth the conflict that 
arose in the leading fraction? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

i\Ir. ^lArriiEAVs. Were any charges brought against any particular 
individuals at the meeting at Isi-ael Amter’s home? 

Mr. OShea. It is usually discussed Avith the leaders of the dis¬ 
trict— 

Mr. Mattheavs. Were any charges brought? 

Mr. O'Shea. At this meeting? 
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iSIr. jMaitiiiavs. Yos. 

Mr. ()\SiiEA. Oil. yes. Anderson, Avho Avas one of our o-roup from 
I lie industi*v. Avas charged at tlie meeting witli being a stoolpigeoii. 

Mr. Casey. For whom ^ 

Mr. O’Shea. Andei*son. 

Mr. Casey. For wliom ? 

Mr. O’Shea. For the corporation. And to my knowledge there 
was no evidence pi-esented to convince me that lie was. 

Maithews. Xoav, wlio were some of tlie other persons present 
beside Amter and the members of your leading fraction on this 
occasion? 

i\ir. O'Shea. Ivoy Hudson, a member of the central committee of 
the Communist Party avIio AA^as I'esponsible for this communistic 
actiAuty in tlie maritime union: AVilliam Dunn, a member of the 
central committee and iioaa^ district organizer in Butte. ]\Iont.; James 
Foi’d, of Harlem, also a member of the central committee and noAV a 
member of the national committee of the Communist Party; and 
Bose IVortis, George Siskind, and Hogan, Santo, Forge, Quill, Gar¬ 
rison, Anderson, and myself. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Were Santo and Hogan reprimanded in any Avay 
at this meeting? 

Mr. O’Shea. Y es. Of course, at the meeting Ave brought up and 
])resented our picture. IVe charged them Avith high-handed bureauc- 
racy. 

Mr. Mattheavs. AVere they found guilty of bureaucracy? 

iSIr. O’Shea. They Avere found guilty—they found them guilty at 
the time to satisfy us of being bureaucratic—they Avere found guilty. 

Mr. Thomas. It is not clear to me Avhat they AA^ere found guilty of? 

Mr. O'Shea. Bureaucracy. 

Mr. Mattheaa^s. Xoav. Avhat ha])])ened after this meeting, imme¬ 
diately after? 

Mr. O'Shea. Immediately after the meeting, Santo. avIio naturally 
Avas—Avho Avas the district repre.sentative in our union—iiiAuted me 
to his home for dinner and during the meal he Avas trying to impress 
me Avith the fact that Anderson Avas a stooge. 

The Chairman. ^Yho Avas that? 

IVIr. O’Shea. That this Anderson, avIio Avas charged at the meet¬ 
ing— 

The Chairman. AVho was trying to impress you? 

Mr. O’Shea. John Santo. I kneAv Anderson for years in the in¬ 
dustry and I knew his activities in the industry and I knew there 
was some other motiA^e for attacking Anderson. As I got more 
^‘deA’eloped,” as they say in the Communist Party. I saAv they wanted 
to isolate him because he Avas the brains of our group. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Have you obserA^ed. in your experience inside of 
the Communist Party. membei’S who shoAv too much independence or 
any independence or deA’iate from the ])arty line are dealt with 
severely? 

Mr. O'Shea. Sure, and immediately isolated. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Is it customaiw to charge them Avith being stooges? 

Mr. O’Shea. That is the general j)ractice. Naturally, it is some¬ 
thing that they Avant to stick ])articulai*ly among the membership. 
lYing any other charge Avould not hold Avater Avith the men, but 
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‘*s((»ol pigeon/' while it deals specifically with the men's economic con¬ 
dition, and for that j)articnlar reason they use that. 

Mr. Casey. Just what does the term ^fisolate'’ mean? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, it so ha|)])eued, as 1 showed at the time, there 
were four of us in a iri'oup. It was felt that it they could have 
influenced both Quill, Garrison, and me, we would have taken ui> 
against Anderson and believed their statements and put him by him¬ 
self. In other words, he would lose his influence in the industry. 

Mr. ^Maiuiiews. Now, what ha})pened after that meeting? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, after that meeting theie was nothing to the 
])arty's satisfaction, so a second meeting was called and at this second 
meeting they introduced a i*esolution and they brought in approxi¬ 
mately 1(H) members iVom the industry—])ai'ty members—and the 
same question came u]) again, and it wasn’t settled. 1 still main¬ 
tained that there was some form of a frame-up, something being 
done—.something that I coidd not see. There was no evidence sub¬ 
mitted to me to i)rove this man was connected in any way with the 
cor})oration. 

After this ])articular meeting the Communist Party sent to Boston 
for one of their membei's, active members, a man by the name of 
P. fl. ^IcCai'thy, who happened to be an Irishman and also was a 
charter membei* of the Communist Party, as I later learned. 

The purpose was to use McCarthy to neuti-alize this opposition 
that had developed, and that was the o[)])osition of Quill, Anderson, 
and the other fellows against Santo and Hogan. They felt being 
Irish, he ^YOuld be able to do that. 

So when McCailhy did come he was assigned as an organizer: 
])laced on the fraction and assigned as a union organizer for the 
P>r()oklyn-i\lanhattan division. 

Mr. Matthews. Had ^IcCarthy ever had any experience in the 
transit field? 

Mr. 0‘Shea. Xo. He had trade -union ex])erience. He was in 
many unions, you see, and he knew something about trade-unionism— 
moi’e than Santo or Hogan. 

Mr. iMAYniEws. He was made an oi*ganizer immediately after 
being brought from l^oston? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. The election I think took place 3 or 4 
months later, and he was put on the slate as a business agent. We 
had then gone into the International As.sociation of Machinists and 
he was made a business agent. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, at that time you were still president of the 
union? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes. sir: I was still president. 

Mr. Matthews. Who was the vice president of the union at this 
time? 

Mr. O'Shea. Quill was vice pre.sident of the union at that time. 

]\rr. Matthew. Did any other meetings take place with i-efereiu'e 
to this issue of factionalism? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. Matthews. Do you recall an\' meetings that dealt with this 
question of factionalism subsecjuent to the one- 

Mr. O'Shea. The one in Amter’s home and the one following that- 
on the East Side where the group of transit Avorkers were brought 
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in. It was at this meeting that McCarthy was introduced to the 
industry. 

Mr. AIatthews. Now, I show jmu a copy of the Transport ^Vork- 
ers’ Bulletin for March 1, 193G. Can you identify that? (Handing- 
paper to the witness.) 

Air. O'SiiEA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. I olfer this Transport Workers’ Bulletin for March 
1, 1036, in evidence. 

The Chairman. It is received. 

(The Transport Workers’ Bulletin referred to by Mr. Matthews 
was marked ‘‘O’Shea Exhibit No. 17” and made a part of the 
record.) 

]\Ir. Mattheavs. The list of officers includes the name of B. J. 
McCarthy as one of the business agents, is that correct? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is right. That is the man. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And John Santo Avas another? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matiheavs. And Thomas H. O'Shea a third? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; I Avas the third. 

iSIr. IMattheavs. You Avere the three business agents of the union 
at that time? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Will you ]dease explain hoAv it Avas jMcCarthy 
Avas able to get elected to a ])osition in the union after so short a 
time in the industry in NeAv York? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, as you knoAV in communistic-controlled unions 
there is no such thing as democracy. The Avhole thing is planned 
inside by the fraction, and the unit members are placed on the 
floor to nominate their candidates, and the Avhole slate Avas put in 
a block—the AAdiole party slate, Avith a feAv rank and tilers throAvn in 
as AvindoAv dressing, and presented to the membership, and then if 
there Avere any nominations they Avould be individual and Avould 
not make the grade. Then, the official organ AAmuld play the thing 
up for a month or tAvo in advance maylie. The issues Avould carry 
the pictures and records of the men, and the opposition aars smothered 
doAAui and had no chance at all. 

Mr. Thoaias. In other words, the Communist Party dominated 
the elections in the Transit Workers’ Union ? 

Mr. 0\Shea. Absolutely. 

Mr. jMattheavs. At this time, Avas the Transport Workers’ Union 
affiliated Avith the American Federation of Labor? 

Mr. O^SuvA. Yes; aat aatit associated Avith the American Federation 
of Labor. 

]Mr. ]\Iaitheavs. The Transport Workers’ Union Avas? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

]Nrr. IMattheavs. What Avas its first affiliation? 

Mr. O'Shea. Its first affiliation Avas Avith the Trade Union Unity 
Council. That Avas A\dien Ave aatit an independent union prior going 
into the American Federation of Labor. 

^Ir. IMattheavs. Mall you please explain briefly AAdiat the Trade 
Union Unity Council was? 

Mr. O'Shea. It is an organization of all Communist-controlled 
unions, similar to Avhat the central trades of the A. F. of L. had. It 
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was more or less a central body of all afliliated Comimini.st-eontrolled 
imioiis. 

Mr. ^Matthews. That is, for the city of Xew York? 

]Mr. OaSiiea. City of Xew York. That was what was known as the 
dh*ado Ihiion TTiity Council. Then there was the Trade Union Unity 
l.,eai>:ue, which was afliliated with all the international ''red'’ union.s. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. AA"as that the Ked International Labor Union? 

5li‘. O'Shea. Yes, sir: the Ked International Labor Union. 

]\lr. MAmiEw^s. Did yon know of your own experience that the 
Trade LTiion lenity Council and the Trade Union Unity Lea^fue were 
completely dominated by the Communist Party? 

Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely. 

Mr. .Maitheavs. AAhis there any question about that in anybody's 
mind who knew the inside workings of the organization? 

Mr. O'Shea. Xo question about that; no question about that. 

Mr. Matthfavs. I show you a copy of a portion of the Daily Worker 
for June 11, 1934, an article entitled, ‘'Trade Unions in Actions to 
Aid Thalmann—]\Iass T. U. U. C. Delegation to Visit Xazi Consul in 
A'ew York Tomoi'row.” Have you seen this co])y of the Daily 
AVorker? [Handing ]Aaper to the witness.] 

Mr. O'SiHU. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheavs. I shall read a ))aragraph from this article, as 
folloAA's: 

A delegation has been elected by the T. U. IT. C. to present this demand to the 
German consulate. The delegation consists of the following AA’orkers: G. Harri¬ 
son, Rose Kuntsch, M. Perlow, J. Sirota, J. Ilnrling. Ross, William Rlis<. .J. Santo. 

Is that the Santo? 

Mr. O'Shea. Same John Santo, yes, Avho is general secretary. 

Mr. Mattheaas (continuing) : 

Harry Cantor, Charlotte Todes, Fannie Golos, Sam Nesin. 

AAdio Avere the executives or leaders of the Trade L^nion Unity 
Council in Xew York at that time? 

Mr. O'Shea. OATrgaard Avas the secretary and Sam Xesin and Kose 
AAMrtis. 

Mr. Matitieavs. And aaJio Avere the other two? 

Mr. O'Shea. Rose AAMrtis and Sam Xesin. 

]Mr. Mattheavs. AA^here Avere the headquarters of the Trade Union 
Unity Council? 

]\lr. O'Shea. 80 East Eleventh Street. 

]Mr. Maitiieaa's. AAhts that the same building Avhere the Transpoil 
AA'orkers' Union headquarters were? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Same building but ditferent flooi'. 

Mr. ]\Iaitheavs. I have a co])y of the Daily AAMi'ker for May L 
]t»34. Avith an article: Ti*ansit AA^orkers xVre Seething Against Com- 
]Aany Unions, Low AA'ages. IlaAT. you ever seen this article? [Hand¬ 
ing ])a])er to Avitiiess.] 

]Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir: I ha\T .seen this article. 

Mr. Mattheavs. This article describes the steps taken by the Trade 
Union Unity Council? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

]VIr. ]\lArrHEAvs. To prepai'e for the next taxi strike? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sii*. 
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j\Ir. IMatthews. The Transport Workers' Union at this time was 
a member of the Trade Union Unity CounciU 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

jNIr. Mai'thews. Xoay, this is an article entitled: a Secretary 

of the Transport Workers’ Union.” And this pag’e Avhich concludes 
the article in an editor’s note is signed by Andrew Overgaard, secre¬ 
tary, Trade Union Unity Council, is that correct? 

JNIr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, will 3^)11 please state briefly, ^Ir. O’Shea, how 
the affiliation with the Trade Union Unity League was abandoned? 

(Xo response.) 

Mi‘. JNIatthews. The affiliation of the Transport Workers’ Union ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Well, after the decisions of the Seventh World Con¬ 
gress of the Communist International, orders were relayed to our 
fraction that the new policy of the party was the united-front policy. 
In other words, the Trojan Horse ]:)olicy. We were ordered to make 
preparations and get inside of the American Federation of Labor. 

The Chairman. What date was that? 

JNIr. Matthews. August 1935. 

Mr. 0‘Shea. Yes, sir; August 1935, on or about August 5, 1935. 

JNIr. JNIatthews. The Seventh World Congress was held in Moscow 
in 1935? 

JNIr. O'Shea. And this was relaved to be put into effect in the 
Lhiited States. 

^Ir. Matthews. And \mu were told then to get into the American 
Federation of Labor ? 

JNIr. O'Shea. Yes. ^^Get in it nnj you possibly can do it, but 
just get into any branch.” 

Mr. Matthews. And was the Trade Ihiion Unit,y League entireh" 
abandoned at that time bv the Communist Paif^^? 

JNIr. O'Shea. Well, they still held together until such time as 
each group were able to get inside the various national and inter¬ 
national unions of the Amei-ican Federation of Labor. 

Mr. JNIaithews. Did the Trans])Oi't Workers Union have an open, 
publiclv knoAvn affiliation with the Trade Union Unity League at 
this time? 

JNIr. O'Shea. Xo. It was kept completel^^ in the dark. Any dem¬ 
onstration bv the T. U. U. C.—we kept clear of it, because they felt 
at the time because of the group of Irish there that it would be 
dangerous for them—it would have linked them with the party. In 
other words, put them on the spot. 

JNIr. Matthews. The sentiment among the Transport Workers Un¬ 
ion was such the^^ woidd not have looked kindh^ on an affiliation with 
a Communist-controlled labor federation? 

Mr. O’Shea. That is right. 

JNIr. JNIaithews. When did a^ou first make contact with the Amer¬ 
ican Federatioi^ of Labor Avith a vieAv to getting inside of the American 
Federation of Labor? 

Mr. O'Shea. As I stated, it Avas around August. We made an 
effort. We contacted a representatiA^e of the xVmalgamated Associa- 
tioi] of Sti'eet, Electi*ic UailAvay, and Motor Coach Emplo^Tes of 
America, an A. F. of L. affiliate in Xcav York Chy. And at a con¬ 
ference Avith him—his name aatts P. O’Shea, the same as myself, and 
he arranged that a delegation of our organization should go to Detroit 
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iuid meet the executive board of (lie Anialpimated, ^vhicli ^vas then 
ill se^^sion prepariiii:* for their (‘onventioii. 

Mv, Mattiifavs. AVas such a delegation selected ? 

A[]‘. O'Shea. Ves, sii‘. The delegation was selected. 

Mr. Ma'ithews. Of whom was it com})osed ? 

.Ml’. O'Shea. Hogan, Quill. Santo, and 1. 

Mr. Matthews. Give theii* lirsr names. 

Mr. O'Shea. This is the Santo that is now general secretary of the 
Transport AVorkers Union. 

^1]'. MA’rniEWs. And Hogan who is vice president? 

Afr. O'Shea. Hogan is president of the Xew York local of the 
C. I. ()., and lie is also Auce president of the Slate body of the C. 1. O. 
body in the State of XeAv Yoi’k. 

Air. Mattheavs. And Quill avIio is president of it. 

Ml*. O'Shea. President of the Transport AAYi’kers Union. 

Mr. AIattheavs. Did you go to Detroit ? 

Air. O’Shea. Yes, sir: Ave Avent to Detroit. 

Air. AIattheavs. Hoav did you traA’el? 

Air. O'Shea. By automobile. 

Air. AIattheavs. AAlio paid the expenses of the ti*ip to Detroit ? 

Air. O'Shea. AAYll, the question at the time—Ave had, as a matter of 
fact—Ave never seemed to have any money. It ahvays seemed to go 
out in leaflets and stuff, but this trij) inAmh’ed quite some money—I 
believe it aatis something around three-hundred or three-hundred-and- 
fifty-odd doihu's for the trip for a feAv days. AAY discussed this 
question with our fi’action and tried to dig up dough, but it A\’as im¬ 
possible. AA> had ali’eady milked a lot of the members in the union 
for loans and things, so it Avas decided AA*e Avould go to Aniter, the 
Stat(‘ chairman of the Communist Party, and get cash. 

AAY had a conference Avith Aniter in the district office, and he came 
to the understanding that he Avould gUe us the cash provided tliat 
Ave Avould go to the Communist-controlled Xitgedaiget and Camp 
Thiity. In othei* Avords, get some dough from the guests there and 
reimbui’se the party for a loan that they had giATii us. That Avas the 
undeiTdanding. So it AAas arranged that Quill and Hogan Avould go to 
those camps, Avhich they did, and Santo and I Avere to folloAv hiein 
up the next day. They Avent up and they took Angelo Herndon along 
from each camp and made a big play and told them about the thing; 
and the result Avas, Avhen the camp guests AAent home they left $1 
apiece, and that Avas turned back to the party, but aat- got our cash from 
Amter. 

IVe then proceeded in the automobile, after having a meal, to De¬ 
troit. 

Air. AIattheaa’S; And what did you do Avhen you reached Detroit ? 

Air. O'Shea. Well, aat contficted the executive board members of tlio 
Amalgamated and had a conference. The next day the board Avas 
com})iete. and Ave discussed tliis AA’hoIe transit situation about affilia¬ 
tion. Of cour.se. (he question did ari.se—they Avere rather ske|)tical of 
our group, and they decided that after their convention, Avhicli Avas to 
be held a feAv days later—tliey decided to send in an investigating 
committee to Xcav York City and then asked for our membership list 
and many questions, and then they Avould see about the unification. 

Air. Af attheav.s. I shoAv you a copy of the Alotorman, Conductor, and 
Alotor Coach Ojicrator, a publication of the Amalgamated Associa- 
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tioii of Street. Electric EailAvay. aod INIotor Coach Employees of 
America. 

INIr. O'Shea. That is it, 

i\Ir. IVtATTHEws. I"or August 1937? 

Mr. O'Shea. Ves, sir, 

Mr. Maithews. You identify this as a document with which you 
are accjuainted [handing pamphlet to the Mutness] ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. That is the official organ of the Amalga¬ 
mated Association of Street. Electric Eailway, and Motor Coach 
Employees of America. 

]\rr. Matthews. Does this explain the visit of your delegation ? 

Mr, O’Shea. Yes. sir. 

Mr. INIatthews. To Detroit at the time? 

iVIr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. This is the union iiho Avhich you were trying to 
bore as a Trojan Horse under the directions of the Comintern. 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; that is it. 

Mr. Matthews. On ]:>age 3 of this bulletin there ajjpears a picture. 
Will you ])lease ideihifv these individuals? 

Mr. O'Shea. This is Austin Hogan [indicating]. 

IMr. Matthews. On the left? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes; and Quill and Santo. 

Mr. Matthews. And the caption above that is: Eed Dictatoi's of 
Transport Workers; is that correct? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. Who are these ]^ersons on the hack in the picture 
entitled ‘^Birds of a Feather”? 

INIr. O'Shea. Tliis is Quill and Thomas E. Murray, Federal receiver 
for the Interborough Eapid Transit Co., and this is John L. Lewis. 
This was when they were showing the closed-shop contract in 1937^ 
taken iii the head office of the Interborough Eapid Transit Co. 

Mr. JMatthews. And this document also notes your membership in 
the delegation, does it not? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. In here you will notice reference of the trip 
by the delegation to Detroit to appear before the executive board to 
lay down a proposition. 

INIr. Matthews [reading] : 

Pofore Quill took over the iiresicleiicy of the Trnn.siiort Worker.s Uuiou in 1985 
he, Hoj^aii, and Santo iDa<le overture.'^ to the Amalgamated Association of Street, 
Electric Railway, and IMotor Doach Employees. They came to Detroit and 
appeared before the general executive board to lay down a proposition. 

The general executive board made a thorough iiive.stigatioii of the Trans^port 
Workers Union and came to the conclusion that there was no basis upon which the 
Amalgamated xVssociation could accept the terms of their offer. At a later date 
C^uill, Hogan, and Santo mad<‘ further representations, hut it was obvious the 
Amalgamated Association c(mld not suspend its laws in favor of these men. 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, 

Mr. Matthews. I ask that be marked as an exhibit. 

(The pamphlet referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
"‘O’Shea Exhibit No. 20” and made a part of the record.) 

iSlr. jMattliews. i\lr. Chairman, I am not certain that I offered the 
last tAAo or three exhibits in evidence. If I did not, I wish at this 
time to offer O'Sliea exhibits 18, 19, and the one just now marked 
^^O'Shea Exhibit No. 20.” 

The CiiAinyiAx. They may be received. 
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(The exhibits marked “O’Shea Exhibits Nos, 18, 19, and 20” 
were made a part of the record,) 

Mr. MATTHFAvt;. X()\v, on your wav back from D(Troit, where you 
went to discuss the question of eutei-iuo' this American P"edei*ation 
of Labor Fuion, did you slop at Cleveland i 

^Mr. O'Shea. Xes: we stopped at Cleveland. 

Mi‘. M.x'itiiews. Did you call on the Communist Party headquar- 
tei s in Cle\ eland ^ 

Mr. O’Shea. Well, we called on the headquarters for the League 
for Peace and Democra(‘y, and Santo apparently knew one of the 
New York C'ommnnists that was in the oilice, and we discussed the 
question. AVe dis(‘nssed with them the transit situation in Cleve¬ 
land. So we were informe<l there that the three delegates who were 
elected from the streetcars of Cleveland, or the busses, or wliatever 
it vas there, were also members for the League for Peace or League 
Against AVar and Pasci.sm: and tliat if the occasion arose, that tliose 
three delegate^ could be used by the party on any questions that 
might arise with reference to our atfiliation with the American Fed¬ 
eration of Labor, if the (piestion arose on the convention floor. 

Air. AIattiiews. Yon mean tlle^e were three delegates from the 
local union who were going to tlie national convention in Detroit^ 

Air. O'Shea, d'liat is right. 

Air. AIattiiews. And yon were told at the headquarters of tlie 
Amei’ican League that these three men were all members of the 
American League Against AA"ar and Fascism^ 

Air. O'Shea. Yes. 

Air. AIattiiews. And coidd be used by the Communist Party to 
represent its interest on the floor of the convention in Detroit? 

Air. O'Shea. That is right. 

Air. AIattiiews. AAYs it your own knowledge that the American 
League Against AA^ar and Fascism was a subsidiary of the Com¬ 
munist Party ? 

Air. O'Shea. Oh, yes, I knew that. PA’ery Communist knows that. 
That is just a window dressing—the name is only a window dressing 
for the party. 

All’. AIattiieavs. AAdien yon arrived back in New York, did you 
make a rejiort to the Communist Party lieadqnarters on your tri]) 
to Detroit' 

Air. O’Shea. AYs. AA'hen we returned we immediately went to 
the headquarters of tlie Communist Party and made a report to a 
member of the central committee. 

Air. AIattiiews. AATio was tliat ? 

Air. O’Shea. Jack Stachel. 

Air. AIattiiews. AA’^Iio was ]iresent and saw the report? 

Air. O'Shea, (juill, Santo, Hogan, AlcCarthy, and 1. 

Air. AIatitiews. In addition to Jack Stachel to whom you made 
the report ? 

Air. O'Shea. AYs, sir. 

Air. AlArniEws. Do yon know whetlieC Jack Stachel was at that 
time in charge of the trade union work for tlie Commimi.^t Partv 
throngliont the T'^nited States^ 

Air. O'Shea. AA's. I know he was in charge of the whole thing. 

Air. AIaithews. And siibsiHjuent ly was execaitive secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Lnited States? 
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Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

IMr. INIatthfavs. You don't know Avliere Jack Stacliel is now, do 
yon ? 

Mr. O'Shea. No; I don't. 

]Mr. Matthews. Yon know tliat a gT*eat man^^ agencies would like 
to know where lie is? 

INfr. O’Shea. Yes, sir; so I believe. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Now, what was the result of your conference with 
Jack Stachel on this occasion when yon and Quill and Santo and 
Hogan presented your report on Detroit? 

Mr. O’Shea. The question arose—after, of course, the action of the 
executive board in Detroit we realized that we had a very shaky 
situation to deal with and we had discussed it in Detroit ourselves, 
so Santo had mentioned the fact that it would be a good policy if we 
had left somebody behind to make a contact with some party mem¬ 
bers Avho would attend tlie convention and have them liring up the 
question on tlie convention floor of the afliliation of the Transit 
AVorkers of New York City. And Santo reconsidered the question 
and went against it, but McCarthy, at this meeting with Stachel, was 
op])osed. He said it should have been done—somebody should have 
Ijeen left there. So Stachel said: '‘No, it wouldn't be good jiolicy; 
it was better to leave the thing go as it went and let the investigation 
go through and the easiest way was tlie best way. It wasn't the 
time for agitation on the convention floor. The jiroposition was too 
ticklish to fool around with.'’ So Stachel agreed with Santo and 
that finished the situation. That v as all. 

Mr. Matthews. Did the Amalgamated send some one to New Yoi*k 
to investigate your union? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. Some weeks later a delegation from the 
executive board appeared and we were met by a group consisting of 
Quill. Santo, Hogan, Douglas MacMahon, the general counsel and I, 
discussed the whole union question. 

Mr. INIatthews. AAdiat did the investigating committee of (he 
Amalgamated decide? 

Mr. O’Shea. They didn't make any decision but they asked for 
figures in the different departments and shops and vailous questions— 
a lot of questions and we were notified some weeks later through 
their representative that the thing was all blocked; that he did not 
know exactly what the situation was in Detroit and, of eourse, lie 
wouldn't make any statements on it. 

Mr. Matthews. AAdiat advantage would it have been to the Com¬ 
munist Party to bring about this affiliation of the Transport AAh>rk- 
ers Union Avith the Amalgamated? 

yir. O’Shea. AAYll, it Avas the jiolicy of the jiarty, particularly 
our group, to get inside of the Amalgamated particularly for this 
reason: that it Avas—that the Amalgamated is already established 
throughout the United States and Canada in the major cities, and 
their constitution Avas so Avritten that it Avould giAT you a delegate 
for eATiy 200 members. lii other Avords, NeAv York City Avith an 
apjiroximate figure of ^15,000 members Avorking in conjunction with 
delegates Avho Avonld be party members from the various other cities, 
Avould be sufficiently strong enough as a block to take oxer a con- 
ATution floor the folloAving year or tAVO. 
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Mr. M AiTiiiAvs. Ill otlier words^ tliroii^li the size of your Xew Yoi'k 
local which was ali*eady under the complete coiitiH*)! of the Com¬ 
munist Party- 

Mr. O'SiiKA. Yes, sii-. 

Mr. Matthews. You would be able to aet into tlie Amalgamated 
and muninate the entire union, nationally—that was the liope of the 
j^arty, wasn't it ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Intei'iiationally. yes—Canada and the United States. 

iNlr. INlATriiEWs. You mean that the Communist Party would have 
liad complete control of the street cars, bus systems, in fact all trans- 
jxmtation throughout the United States and- 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes. and Canada. 

Mr. Matthews. If this had been successful? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. If it had succeeded. 

Mr. 1\Iatthew8. Now. you stated previously in your testimony 
the Communist Paify paid the $300 for your trip to Detroit. Did 
this matter come before the membership of your union? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. At that particidar time we had our organ¬ 
ization—our union organization on a section basis and we had sec¬ 
tion treasuries which was later abolislied, but at that particular time 
one of our treasurers, who had happened to be in one of the major 
.shops of the Interborougli Rapid Transit Co. when the financial 
report was being read, cpiestioned MacAIahon, who was then financial 
secretary, on this item of the trip. MacMahon was. of course, taken 
oil of his feet for the time being—didn't expect such a question, and 
he said that each delegate to Detroit had paid the money out of his 
own pocket and was to be reimbursed by the union when the union 
was sufiiciently strong enough financially. 

Mr. INIa'ci’iiews. What were you doing at this time? Were you 
you on home relief? 

^Ir. O'Shea. I was taken off the job for union activities and taken 
olf the job about a year and was on home relief. 

]\Ir. Maithews. Was your home relief such as it would have been 
easy for you to repay these loans? 

Mr. O’Shea. Well. I certainly couldn’t pay it out of my home- 
relief allowance. 

]\Ir. i\lAi'TnEws. These alleged loans? 

Mr. O'Shea. These alleged loans. 

Mr. Matthews. Is this man Laury still an officer of the Transport 
Workers Union ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. He is a member of the executive One 
Hundred and Forty-eighth Street, I. R. T. repair shop. 

]\Ir. ]\Lvithews. This attem])t to bore from within the Amal¬ 
gamated by this Communist-controlled union, do you know whether 
the phrase ‘^Trojan horse” is a part of the Communist Party’s own 
literature and jargon? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Oh, yes. They use that phrase. 

Mr. Matthews. They use the phrase? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

^Ir. Matitiews. Do you know whether or not Dimitroff in his 
speech at the Seventh World Congress used the illustration of Trojan 
horse? 

Mr. O'Shea. Tes, sir. He really was the first to poimlarize it 
among the party members, after his*^ speech. 
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]\[r. ]\IATTIIE^vs. And that was the tactics which he explained that 
the part}^ must now specialize in for the purpose of getting into large 
organizations that were not Communist Party organized or con¬ 
trolled ^ 

Mr, 0‘SiiEA. Yes. sir. As a matter of fact, at that time they 
claimed that the American section of the Communist International 
was .-ectarian and was isolated from the masses; that they were not 
carrying out the ^farxist theory of boring from within properly; that 
they were more or less taking a leftist position as the Communists 
would call it. 

^Ir. Matthews. “Left-wing infantilism”? 

^fr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. They were more or less isolated from the 
masses. They wore the same kind of clothes and had red handker¬ 
chiefs and red ties and they said that should stop. They said they 
r-hould dress like the other people and talk like the other people. 
That was the new line. 

MATniEAVs. IVere you publicly known as a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party ? 

^Ir. 0‘Shea. Oh, no. 

Mr. ^Matthews. At this time? 

Mr, O'Shea, Absolutely not; no. 

^Ir. ]\[atthews. Was Quill ? 

^fr. O'Shea. Xo. 

^»Ir. INIaiu’hews. Was Hogan known as a member of the Communist 
Party? 

^Ir. O'Shea. None of the oflicers were known as members of the 
Communist Party. 

]Mr. ]\Iatttiews. Did you ever have any explicit instructions as to 
what you should do if you were questioned under oath as to your 
membership in the Communist Party? 

^Ir. O'Shea. I recall Rose Wortis and I were members of a frac¬ 
tion. If we ever Inqipened to get locked up the only thing was to 
lie, lie, lie out of it—don't hesitate to lie; protect yourself and protect 
the party at all times. 

]\Ir. INIatthews. AVould it have been dangerous to the union? 

IMr. O'Shea. IVell, naturally to expose the union at the time as a 
party organization would have caused it to collapse, no question about 
it. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Do you know wliether or not ^Michael Quill has 
since admitted his membership in the Communist Party? 

!Mr. O'Shea, Xo; he never has. 

^Ir. iLATTHEWs. Hogan ? 

IMr. O'Shea. Xo. Denied it, as a matter of fact. 

l\Ir. ilATTHEWs. Xow, having failed to obtain a charter from the 
Amalgamated, what union did you try next? 

i\rr. O'Shea. We made contact then with the International Asso¬ 
ciation of Machinists. 

i\fr. ^Iatthews. Did you succeed in getting into that union? 

i\fr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. Through one man named James Matles. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. Was he a member of the Communist Party ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. He was also a member of the Communist Party and 
through his efforts—he had apparently made contact with the ex¬ 
ecutives of the International Association of IMacliinists and arranged 
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a confeivlice witli oiii* ^-roiii), with Santo and QnilK to appear at 
Wai^hino-ton and discuss aiHliation with the niacliinists. 

Mr. ^Iatthkws. Is this the Janies Matles who is now a national 
organizer for the United Electi’ical, Radio ^lachine Workers of 
America t 

Mr. O'SiiKA. Yes. sir. He is what is known as the national di¬ 


rector. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Xational director of the United P^lectricah Radio 
and ilachine ^Yorkers of America? 

]\Ir. O'SiiKA. Yes: national director of the United Pdectrical, Radio 
and ]\Iachine Workers of America. 

Mr. .Mattiikw.s. Of whicli James Carey- 

^Ir. O'SiiEA. James Carey is oeneral secretary of the C. I. O. 

Mr. MArruEws. Will yon please describe liow it was that Matles 
bronii'ht about your successful entering of the machinists' union? 

^fr. O'Shea. M elK ^Matles had. as I stated, went to Detroit and 
discussed with the machinists the large membership that could be 
brought into his organization and it was decided that our delegation 
should go to AVashington and take uj) this whole (luestiom which 
they did. And they issued a charter to us at the time and we became 
lodge 1547 of the International Association of ^lachinists. 

]\lr. .Matthews. That was the American Federation of Labor. 

.Mr. O’Shea. American Federation of Labor; yes, sir. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. AA'hen did you first meet James Matles? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, I first met James Matles in the early days of 
organization at the fraction meetings. 

The CuAiR^rAX. AWien was that ? 

^fr. O'Shea. That was at 80 East Eleventh Street. 

The Chairman. AVhat date ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Oh, actually the first time I met him I would say 
would be around ’J5 when we were talking of the question of going 
in the American Federation of Labor. As a matter of fact Irving 
Potasli of the Furi-iers union and James ]\Iatles attended one of our 
fraction meetings and they warned us, of course, 'AVhen yon get 
into the American P'ederation of Laboi' it was a question of watch¬ 
ing your stej)." And they explained what happened among the 
furi’iers and otluu’ groups. 

The Chairman. When you say among the •Turriers," do you mean 
that th(‘ Communist Party had in the manner in which you liave 
described their control of the transport workers, that tliey also 
had contrid of the Furriers Union? 

]\Ir. O’Shea. Yes, sir. They were working in the Furriers Union 
at tile tinie this question of li’ving Potash had come up. He never 
woi'ked in the industry and to get in he had to show that he was 
competent to work on furs aud he described in detail of how he 
went to— apjirenticed himself and learned the business and tlie Ameri¬ 


can Federation of Labor executiA^e couldn't keep him out. 

4 he C'hairaiax. AVhat other union were thev working in 


time to get control of? 

Mr. O'Shea. Oh, all the time 

dry workers—oh. there Avas- 

4'he Chairman. AVhich ones did thoA^ make the most 


at that 

there Avas the food Avorkers, laun- 


progress in 


} 


Mr. O'Shea. 4'he United Radio. Electrical!, and ^Machine Workers 
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became one of the sti’on^est national oroupy. Tliey Inul establislied 
themselves in machiiie shops in tlie New En<>:hui(l States and 1 be¬ 
lieve out in the ]\Iiddle West. They ^Yenl further really than the 
transport. 

Tlie Ciiair^ian. They ^’ot stronger conti'ol of the radio and elec¬ 
trical workers than they did the Transport Union ? 

]\Ir. O’Shea. Yes, sii*. As a matter of fact they controlled it from 
top to bottom and do today. As I say. rfames ^rlatle^ is the director 
and Charlie McCarthy is the- 

The Chaiijmax. And they coupdetely control the union? 

O'Shea. They comjdetely control the union. 

The Chatrmax. What powei* does that give them? What is their 
anxiety to become enti-enched in that union? 

iNIr. O’Shea. Well, I recall at one time William Foster discussed 
the question with us when we were going into the machinists, the 
importance of machine shops working with steel—that all })roduct&, 
all manufactured pi’oducts from the steel industry had to pass 
thi'ough these machine sho])s. in other words the situation created 
in a machine shop industry would also paralyze the steel industry 
for the reason the stulf wouldn't be machined and tlierefore it was 
important to the pai*tv to have control of that particular industry. 

The Ciiairmax. Did the party wo]*k into the Maritime Union suc¬ 
cessfully? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. Roy Hudson is the man behind the .scenes. He 
was the director of the forces in the Maritime Union. 

The CnAiRMAx. Did they make much progi’ess in the Maritime 
Union ? 

ISfr. O'Shea. On the west coast tliey had com})lete conti’ol. In 
New York the}^ were making excejAionally strong headway and then 
in the South, I understand around Xew Oi'leans. they were digging- 
in pretty strongly. 

The Chairmax. It is now 12:10. IVill it be convenient to meet 
back here at 1 o’clock? If so, we will lecess now until 1 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:10 p. in., the heai'ing was recessed until 1 p. m.^ 
the same day.) 

AFTER RECESS 

Tlie Chairmax. The committee will resume. You may proceed. 

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS HUMPHREY O’SHEA—Resumed 

^Ir. MxVtthews. O’Shea, this morning I showed you a photo- 
static copy of a jiortion of the Daily Woi-kei* for ^lay 1, 1934. I 
wish to read a paragraph of that article, ‘"Transit MYi*kers Are 
Seething Against Company Unions. Low Wages.’' 

Capable comrades coaid be spared to write swell editorials, long articles 
aiialyzia^ the class straggle. EcpmUy c<aild they bo si)ared for the orgaaizing of 
workers in light indastries, like pocket book shops, millinery, faniitare, and 
mattress maker.s. If all the workers in these indastries, and, for good measare 
one may add Ben Gold’s far wcn’kers, would go on strike for 6 weeks, life in 
Xew York (Mty would continue more or less the same. 
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But if tho transit workiu's of Xow York should strike for (> luuirs »udy, the 
life of the wliole eity would he ui)side down. With a liltU‘ praetieal npplieatiou 
of the OtKUi Letter. tli<^ taxi strike luiirht have lu'en turned into a mijjraiUie battle 
of XVw York transit workers auainst tlu' Wall Street bankers: a battle the like 
of wliieh Xew York has in-vor se('U, and which w(aild kno(‘k a number of bricks 
olf the cai>italistic structure. 

Is that the concept ion of the iniitortance of the transit workers 
from tile standpoint of the Communist Party strategy? 

Mr. O'kSiiua. Yes, sii'. That is tlie strategy. 

Mr. ^lAT'riiEAvs. d'hat lias already been marked in evidence as “Ex¬ 
hibit Xo. Ih.'* What are the important positions to be secured by 
the Commniiist Party in a trade or labor union? 

O'SiiKA. The jirincipal ])ositions in a trade and labor union 
is Xo. 1, secietary: Xo. bulletin editor—the editor of Avhatever 
the official organ might be: and lawyer. 

^Ir. ^Iattiiews. AVill you please state briefly why these three par¬ 
ticular positions, that of secretary, bulletin editor, and lawyer are 
so important from the standpoint of Communist control of a union? 

^Ir. O'SiiEA. M"ell, you see the secretary, secretary-treasurer's posi¬ 
tion, Avhich is usually held in national unions, gives complete control 
of minutes, flnancial reports, and all communications. 

As for the editor of the pa])er he can prepare the ground work 
for any future problems that will arise. In other words, if they 
were planning a strike situation or wanted to create a particnlaV 
situation, the ground woi‘k would be ])repared by the bulletin 
through art and pictures and various things of that nature. 

xVnd a lawyer, of course, is really very important insofar as courts 
and testimony, and lots of things are giA^n Avhere men are arrested, 
and. of coni'se, you knoAv there is quite a lit of tabooing done from 
time to time and you mn.st haA^e the right man in the right place- 
can‘t alford to have a man except he is ])retty AA^ell linked up Avith 
the party. 

Mr. iMATTiiEAvs. You mean the ])arty engages in acts of sabotage 
in the.se key industries? 

iNfr. O'Shea. Sure, absolutely. 

i\Ir. iMATTHEAA^s. lu the key industries is it important to have a 
laAA ver Avho accepts the party ]:)osition on sabotage? 

i\ir. O'Shea. Absolutely. 

iMi*. ^Iattheavs. In order to- 

Mr. O'Shea. Present a good case. 

Ml-. Maitiieavs. Present a defense in court ? 

iMr. O'Shea. To make a good case and ]^rotect the individuals in¬ 
volved. 

Mr. iMAT'niEAvs. What other ])ositions can be used by the Com¬ 
munist Party for its purposes in a trade union ? 

iMr. O Shea. The secretai v. as T say, is the most important. As 
a matter of record tlie noAV jAivsident of the Trans])ort Workers’ 
T nion, Avho Avas in 1037 secretary of Lodge 1547. Avhich Avas the 
Trans])ort Worker.s' Union in the American Federation of Labor, 
played a A^ei v important role on this question of C. I. (). A^ersns 
A. F. of L. split. 

]\Ir. ]Mattheavs. Well, let me ask you about some specific illustra¬ 
tions of that. 1 shoAv you a co])y of the Transport Workers’ Bul¬ 
letin. dated ilarch 1, 193G. Will you identify that? 
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My, O'Shea. Yes, sir. That is tlie official organ of the Transport 
Workers' Union. 

]Mr. Matthi^ws. And I show you a page from the Machinists’ 
Monthly Journal for March 1930, page 154. Can you identify that 
[handing paper to witness] ? 

jNIr. O'Shea. Yes. This is the agreement signed between the Trans- 
l)ort Workers’ Union, independent, and the National Association of 
Machinists at the time of the affiliation. 

]Mr. Matthews. Now, this was the affiliation that was brought about 
j^artly through the instrumentality of James ifatles; is that correct? 

^Ir. O'Shea. That is right. 

]Mi’, jMatthews. Now, in reporting this agreement for affiliation, 
how- 

Tlie CiiAiKMAX. Just one second. The Chair announces a subcom¬ 
mittee composed of Mr. jNIasou, of Illinois: Mr, Yoorhis, of Califor¬ 
nia, who is not present but who is on the subcommittee; and the 
chairman. Proceed. 

]\Ir. Matthews. You identify this page from the ^Machinists Jour¬ 
nal I handing papei* to the witness] ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yys. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, will you please show fi*om these two publi¬ 
cations, the one of the Transport Workers’ Union and tlie other of 
the International Association of Macliinists, how the bulletin editor 
was in a strategic position ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, gentlemen of the committee, as you will note in 
this official organ dated March 1. 193G, an article is })rej)ared in this 
dealing s])ecifically with this agreement signed l)y the machinists. 
And I have marked off here ‘^a charter grants jurisdiction over all 
employees in the transit industry of New York,'’ under the capticm of 
‘‘Transit Employees in Wave of Organization Joining Ti-ansport 
Workers on News of American Federation of Labor Affiliation." 

As you will note from this, the impression created was an indiisti‘ial 
set-up. “All workers,” it says, “in the ti*ansit system.'’ 

]Mr. Matthews. You mean an industrial union set-up as opposed 
to a. craft union set-up? 

Mr. O'Shea. Craft union, and on the other hand we find signed 
actually at the same time by A. O. Wharton, international i)resident 
of the machinists; E. C. Davison, general secretary-tiTasurer; and for 
the Transport Woi’kers Union, Austin Hogan, general .secretary: and 
Michael Quill, president: John Santo, general organizer: and Arthur 
Laury, member of the delegates’ council. 

Clause G of this agi-eement states: 

In the event certain of the members come imdei* the jurisdiction of other 
organizations and claim is made for such members, the matter will be worked 
out with the object in view of preserving unity of action lietween our organiza¬ 
tion and the organization making such claim. It not being our desire to segregate 
any of the membership involved in this amalgamation except to the extent we 
are obligated to do so and only when we believe no injury will result to the 
members directly concerned. Any adjustments of this kind to he made only 
after careful consideration. 

Now, as you will note, the agreement actually signed is a craft 
agreement. ' The bulletin editor, on the other hand, in presenting it 
to the meml)ershi]) as a whole through this paper, which is given 
freely to all members of the union, gives an industrial phase. 
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In otlier words, tlint cdaiise of tlie agreement was not written in and 
llie full facts ^iven to tlie ineinbersliij). 

Mr. Ma'Ctiifavs. In otliei* words, a j)art of tlie agreement for aflilia- 
tion was siippi’essed ? 

Ml’. O'Shea. Su])i)ressed. 

The CiiAiUMAX. By the editor^ 

^Ir. O'Shea. By the editor. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Of tlie Transiiort Workei’S BnlletiiO 

Mr. O'Shea. Y es, sir. 

^Ir. Matthews. Does the Coinninnist Party sti*ono-ly favor the 
industrial type of union or^anizatioiO 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. That is the party line. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. As a matter of fact, it is oi)i)ostHi on principle to 
craft union oriranizatioiO 

^Ir. O'Shea. It is opposed to the craft unions on principle. 

Mr. Matthews. It would not hesitate to use craft organizations? 

Mr. O'Shea. Xo: to sei’ve their purpose. 

^Ir. Matthews. But it predicates its revolutionary theory ou tlie 
large industrial union ratlier than craft unions? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Matthews. Xow, is it true that the Conununist Party propa¬ 
ganda in the Transport Workers Union in XYw YYrk had led the 
members to believe that the Communist Party or the union itself 
were to favoi- only that industrial type of organization in the Trans¬ 
port ? 

Ml-. O'Shea. That was the situation. 

^Ir. Matthews. So it was necessarv not to disillusion the mem¬ 
bers ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Exactly. 

Mr. Matthews. IVith i-espect to the actual agreement wliicli was a 
craft agreement ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. And to lead them to believe that they had got an 
industi-ial union type of organization? 

Mr. O'vSiiea. Yes. 

Ml-. Matphews. And is that tlie kind of suppression and distortion 
that a party member who is the editor of a trades-union [lublication 
customarily practices ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. That is the general policy of the party 
members in sucli capacity. 

Mr. Matthews. 1 wish to show you some documents, Mr. O'Shea, 
wliich are affidavits signed by various individuals. Can you identify 
these |liaudin<r ])apei-s to the witness]? 

Mr. O'SiiEA. Yes. 

Mr. ^Matthews. This is an affidavit : '"State of Xew York. County 
of Bronx." 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. ]\Iade by AVilliam J. ITalloran. And this is an 
affidavit: “State of Xew York, County of Broux,^' made by Christo- 
pher Fin. and this is an affidavit-: "‘State of Xew York. County of 
Bi-onx.'' made by Jolui Cronin. You identify these? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. These affidavits? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir. 
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i\Ir. ]\Iatthe\vs. Wliu^ is the purport of tliese affidavits as they re¬ 
late to tins ({uestioii? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. We should take this first. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. You want to take the suppi-essed letter first? 

l\Ir. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 

]\Ir. Matthews. All ri^lit, Tlieii I show you a coiiunuuieatiou ad¬ 
dressed—this is a copy of a letter from the International Association 
of ^Machinists. 

IMr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Maithews. Machinists Building’, Washington. I). C., under 
date of ]\Iay 10, 11)^17, addressed to ^Nfessrs. ^Michael d. Quill, Santo, 
Douglas, MacAlahon, eJoseph B. English, ]M. H. Foroe, business repre¬ 
sentatives. Is this a true copy of an original which you haAT? 

Mr. O’Shea. This is a true copy. 

IMr. Matthews. Wliich you liave seen ? 

IM]‘. 0'Siip:a. Yes, sir. 

IMr. IMattheavs. Noav, Avill you please explain the contents of this 
letter [ handing letter to Avitness] ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, gentlemen, at tlie time of the Transport Workers 
Union seceding from the American Federation of Labor and going 
into the C. I. O.. at tliis particular period I didn't knoAV the true situa¬ 
tion, only that the (juestion Avas coming up of breaking aAvay. I sent 
a communication to Washington requesting information on the sub¬ 
ject. Of course, I didn’t hold any official capacity in tlie union at the 
time. I requested from Mi*. Wharton information on the trouble 
which existed betAveeu the inteiaiational office and tlie local, so he 
ansAvered me; and I tliink I Iuiat a cojiy of the letter here. It is dated 
May 11, llKiT. The letter is addressed to me: 


Delvr Sir anii Hrother : This will ackiuuviodjiv <»f yniir letter dated 

IMay lU, and I hav(‘ forwarded eoi)y of it to the vice president, Bowen, suggesting 
that h(‘ contact yon at the first opportunity. 

I have invited the oflicers of Lodg(‘ 1.047 to ni(‘et with me at onr headquarters 
in Washington, AAT'diiesd.ay, Alay 12, at 10 a. m., to discuss the situation which has 
developed. But 1 have no means of knowing at this time whether or not they 
will favorably respond. Howev(‘r, I assure you that it is my honest opinion that 
they have made a very serious mistake, and in the interest of the men who are 
^o vitally affected I hop«‘ it will not prove disastrous to them. 

''rhe offieei's of the lodge hav(‘ nev(‘r communicated with me relative to any of 
the matters which may have eontrihuted to the action taken, and I haAT no in¬ 
formation from any otlna* source. So you can naulily understand that as far as 
heachpiarters is c(mcerned we are completely in the dark excei)t for information 
Ave .secured through the medium of the press, which to say the least is not de¬ 
pendable. 

I would like to suggest that you carefully read the j)re.ss page in the May issue 
of our immthly journal, where I believe you will tiiid information that should be 
of interest to thoi^e who are contemplating an affiliation with the 0. I. O. 

Fraternally yours. 


A. O. AVuarton, 
JutrntiifhiKtl President. 


IMi*. IMattheavs. Wliat led you to make tbat inquiry of Mr. 
Wharton? 

IMr. O'Shea. It Avas dniAvn to my attention by a ebairman at the 
time tbat this (jiiestion of C. J. O.-xV. F. of L. Avas coming on the 
floor of the delegates' council meeting. I had no means, of course, 
of getting anything official Avithout communicating aa ith the national 
office, Avhich I did, and tliis is the ansAA^r. 
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As you will note, he stated in his lettei' to me that he liad comniimi- 
cated by speeia 1-delivei-y lettei* to the office ol* the Transport Union- 

Mr. Matthkws. Now, is this a coi)y ot‘ that letter to which yon 
refer { 

^Ir. O'Shea. That is a c()|)y of the lettei* which ^vas sent from the 
national office of the machinists to Qnilh Santo. MacMahoip and 
Forire, and the other.s. 

^Ir. Matthews. Did this lettei* come to the attention of the union 
members t 

.Mr. O'Shea, Xo. Xot even to the Communist Party members on 
the ex('cutive board. It was absolutely ke])t out of the agenda and 
Ho^nin. who was the secretary at the time, made it his business to see 
it wasn't placed on the ai^enda. 

What I am brinpno' out in this question is the importance of a 
position as secretary of concealing' this document which undoubtedly 
would have clarified the whole situation on the C. J. O. versus A. F. 
of L. in this ])articnlar li'iven situation. 

iMr. .Matthews. In other w’oi’ds th.e secretary of the union, Au.stin 
Ho^an. who was a member of the Communist Ihirty, was suppressinir 
correspondence that should have been brou^Itt to the attention of 
the entii'c membership of the union or its executive bodies, at least, 
to enable them to act with more information on this question of the 
withdrawal of the Transport Woi-kers' Ihtion from its A. F. of L. 
affiliation ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

iNJr. ^Matthews. And entering' the C. I. O., is that coi'rect? 

^fr. O'Shea. That is correct. 

.Mr. Matthews. Xow. these affidavits are in su])port of this ques¬ 
tion of the lettei* beino' suppressed, are they not? 

^Ir. 0‘She.v. Yes. Well, I then made an investi^ition, as a matter 
of fact, it came to my attention by another man who ])resented one 
of his union books to me—as a matter of fact, I have the firioinal 
hei*e. This is the actual book of the membei*. In this book he pre¬ 
sented to me. you will notice a signature where a stain]) should be 
affixed, IVell. this particular Avorker did not know the rules and 
regulations of the orirapizatifin. In other words, he did not know his 
constitutional ri<|hts and he asked me was it in order. I said, “‘Xo. 
the constitution of the union s])ecifically states that to be in <i:ood 
standing- your book must be j^roperly canceled and stamjied with a 
stam]) from the national office as a receipt for dues paid.'' 

Mr. ^Matthews. Xow. Avill you pleasi* read that part of the con¬ 
stitution ? 

Ml’. O'Shea. Pa^e 18 of the International Association of Ma¬ 
chinists' (‘onstitution states here, pa^e 18, lines 87 and 38: 

Tlio moiuTMl sf*ci'ot}iry-treasur(‘r shall farnisli stamps as reeeii)ts. 

Mr. M. \TTHEWS. In other Avords, he would not be alloAved to merely 
si^n the book Avithout a stamj) as a rec(U])t for the payment of dues? 

Mr. O'Shea. Exactly. 

Mr. ^Iatthp:avs. IVoiikl that atlect a man's death benehts in the 
union t 

Mr. O'Shea, Yes. sir. It is important for this reason. 

^fr. Mattheavs. In other words, if his book Avas not [iroperly 
marked AAith a stamp- 
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Mr. O’Shea. For 3 mootbs he would lose all benefits. There was 
a death benefit for instance, maturing after 11 years of $300, and of 
his dues which he paid, a percentage of that was ])aid as pei* capita 
tax to ])ut him in good standing. Now, what happened—I asked 
them from the national office of the Machinists when the last report 
was made on the financial question from the lodge. So I get an 
ans^\er back from Washington, dated September 1. 1038: 

Snliject: Transport Workers Lodge 1547. 

It is signed by H. W. Brown, general vice president. 

The last report l)y the finaneia] secretary of Lodge 1547 to the general 
secretary-treasiirer’.s department was for .January 1037, and said report indi¬ 
cated 4.714 members. Gnr former Imdge 1547, seceded t<» cast their lot with 
the C. I. O. during iMay of 1037, and at that time the said lodge had a de))it 
balance with the grand lodge of $1,501.15. 

Another point I want to bring out here is this. It was January 
1937 when the last financial report was made. They seceded in 
May and became the C. I. ()., which was 5 inoiilhs later. In other 
words- 

Mr. Matthews. In a period of o moidhs:' 

Mr. O’Shea. No ])er capita tax was paid to the national office. 
All dues that were received from January until ^lay was retained 
in the local office, and all those members who paid those dues were 
not in good standing. Now, then I went to some of the shop 
stewards and asked them what was the presentation given by the 
union on this question. One ])articular man was a shop steward. 
He collected the dues. And this is his affidavit. I will read it for 
you. It is rather short: 

State of XEav York, 

County of Bronx: 

William J. Halloran, being duly sworn, deposes and Says: 

That .since the 29th day of May 1920 he has been employed by the Inter- 
borongh Rapid Transit Co. in the capacity of station agent. 

That in January of 1937, up to and including May 1937, deponent was a 
member of the Transport Workers Lodge, No. 1547, International Association 
of Machinists, and was a duly authorized steward with authority to collect 
dues from the meml^ers and to pick up their union books as they paid their 
monthly duos. It w'as the procedure for deponent, as steward, to bring tLe 
union books, together with the dues of the various members, to union head¬ 
quarters, where Michael Forge, as office manager, would insert in the books 
monthly stamps as receipts for dues paid. 

That in March, April, and May of 1937, upon bringing the books of the 
members to union headquarters for the purpose of having dues receipt stamps 
inserted therein, deponent was informed by ]Mich'ael Forge, as office manager 
for the Transport Workers Lodge, No. 1547, that there was a shortage of 
stamps in the national office of the International Association of Machinists 
and that, therefore, no stamp receipts could be idaced in th(‘ books. 

Accordingly, many of the men, for the months of March, April, 'and May of 
1937, have membership hooks which are not properly stamped showing receipt 
by the Transport Workers Lodge, No. 1547, International Ass<»ciation of INIa- 
chinists. 

William Joseph Hallor\n. 

Sworn to before me this 6th day of September 193S. 

T ) AN1 EL Fla n neuy, Ao tary Puhlic. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Now, let us get tliat picture perfectly clear. lu 
other words here is a membership book which instead of having a 
stamp affixed as a receipt for the ])ayment of dues, the square is 
initialed ? 

iNIr. O’Shea. Exactly. 
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^Ir. Mati'tikw.s. Now, tliis moans that the monoy was taken in but 
not forwarded to national head([nai'ters in ])ayment for a stamps 

Mr. O'Siika. Exaetly. 

Mr. Maitiiews. And the union ii*ave to tins man the explanation 
that there was a shortage of stanp^s^ 

^Ir. O'Shea. That is ri<»ht. 

Mr. ^Ma’itiiews. Now, did the national headqnaiders airroo there 
was a shortage of stamps? 

i\Ir. O'Shea. AVell. in this communication which I ])revionsly read, 
under ‘‘financial report’’ 1 also asked this (piestion : “Was there ever 
a shortaire of stamps in the national office?'’ And following- is 
the answei- from the general vice president: 

There was a shorta.i^e of Une sramps iioi- iiiitiati<m and reinstatement 

staini)s ill our i^raiid Iodide iiead(iuart('rs. 

Mr. ^NIaithews. In othei* words, there was a false ex])lanation 
given to the members for not affixing a stamp and thereby depriv¬ 
ing this member of the union of his deatli benefits? 

Mr. O'Shea. Exactly. 1 also have hei-e affidavits fi-om two men 
who were also ein])loyed in the industry of the transit field, but 
who were taken off the jol> at that particular time to do work as 
temporary organizers, with the i-esult that they had to go on the 
payroll of the union. 

It so ha])]iened that at one paificular time they were unable to 
draw tlieir salaries and those affidavits will show exactly the situation 
as it was at that time. I will read one of them for you and the other 
is simply more or le.ss on the same style: 

State of Xew York, 

CoKtifif of Bronx. 

Cbristoidicr Finn, heins: duly .sworn, doposes and says: 

That he is and has been .since September 1920 employed by the luter- 
borou^^h Itapid Tran.^^it Co., in the capacity of station agent. 

That on or about the 5th day of ^May 1957 he was vice president. Section 2, 
Transport Workers Lodge 1547 of the International Association of Machinists, 
athliated with the American Federation of Labor, and was working as an 
organizer for the union. 

That on or about that date, he accompanied .lolni Cronin, anothen- organizer 
to the ollices of the Union. 15.5 West Sixty-fourth Street, Xew York City, for 
the purpose of drawing his pay as an organizer. 

That he was present, and was inforiiK'd along with .John Cronin by Micliael 
Forge, otiiee manager for the union, that pay cheeks would he held up for 2 
or 3 days due to the fact that funds of the union were being transferred to 
another bank account. 

I was further informed by ^lichaol Forg(' that the puri)ose of the withdrawal 
and the opening of the new account was to retain po.ssession of some $25,000 
which had been collected as the \wv cai)ita tax of the International Associa¬ 
tion of Machinists, and that by putting it in another account the International 
Association of Machinists would not be able to claim it. 

This is signed by Christopher Finn and sworn to “before me this 
Gth day of Se})tember, 192>8, Daniel Flannery, notary public." 

Mr. ^Iattitews. In other words, here was the sum of $25,000 wliich 
has been improperly kept l)aek from national headquarters on ])ay- 
ments of dues: is that the situation? 

^h\ O'Shea. That is exactly the situation. 

Mr. ]\lATrHEWS. And do you have any information as to why such 
funds are kept back by membei'S of the Communist Party who hold 
positions of secretary-treasurer? 
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^Ir. O’Shea. Well, it is natural to expect that the party controlling 
the machine Avere ^'oing to utilize as nuu‘h of funds as possible for 
propa^'anda work, for the purpose, in other words, to swell the 
o-eneral fund of their oro-anization in any way that they could ^et 
a hold of money. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know of any other oro*anizations where 
the party has made it a principle to control the positions of secre- 
tary and treasurer? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes. A similar situation developed, fiom what I un¬ 
derstand, from inA^estioations I made, with the Lodges 1548, 1549, and 
1550 of the machinists at that time, Avhich are now the International 
Radio, Electrical c'c la chine ^Workers of America, C. I. O. affiliate, of 
which James Matles is director and Carey is president. James ]\fatles, 
of course, was also in this swim for the reasom you will note on the 
ap'eement signed between the Transport Workers’ Union and the 
^Machinists, that IMatles sat in at a conference and his name appears 
and he also did the A^ery same tiling Avith those lodges. He grabbed 
all the per cajiita tax he could lay his hands on Avhen the time, the 
psychological moment, arriATd, and then shot them into the C. I. O. 

Ml’. ilATTHEAVs. The union funds, then, Avere misapjirojiriated for 
party purjAoses? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes: they actually committed fraud. They did not 
record the death benefits of the members. 

jMr. IMattheaa^s. Xoaa^, Avill you please exjilain, ^Ir. O'Shea, if that 
is the conclusion of that matter, hoAV it Avas that the affiliation AAuth 
the International Association of Machinists Avas ]danned some 6 
months in advance, or the AvithdraAval from the affiliation Avas planned 
some 6 months in adATance? 

Mr. O’Shea. IVell, it Avas a political situation affecting the Com¬ 
munist Party as a Avhole. It so happened that the Communist Inter¬ 
national in i985 laid doAvn a definite ]iolicy for the American section 
of the Communist International. And it Avas a simple program of, 
Xo. 1, organizing the unorganized: Xo. 2, united front against fascism; 
Xo. 3, the Farmer-Labor Party. Xoav. in the situation AA^e find AA4ien 
AAT AA’ent into the A. F. of L. AA^e Avei’e carrying out the united-front 
policy and that Avas going inside of the A. F. of L. Xoav, Xo. 2 came 
along and that Avas oi’ganizing the unorganized. We already had 
comjdeted a ])art of the jirogram of the united front, but then the 
situation deA’eloped toAvard the United States. The C. I. O. became 
a mass moATinent. It began to sAveep through industry, and the party 
Avas faced Avith the situation that for the moment theA' had to dro]) 
the united-fi‘ont policy and secede from the A. F. of L. to oi-ganize 
the unoi’ganized. 

You see, Avith the iuir])ose, of course, in mind of again returning to 
the A. F. of L. to fulfill the part of the program, the united-front 
policy by going back and taking oA^er the labor moA^ement, which, of 
course, records sIioav and proAT that members of tlie C. I. O., Avhich 
incidentally the International president. Quill. Avas one of the dele¬ 
gates AAdio ap])eai‘ed at Washington to negotiate Avith the American 
Federation of Labor on this question. Yon recall, of course, Avhere 
these negotiations broke doAvn. Well, that Avas the puiqiose at the 
time Avith the fulfilling the decision as laid down by the ScA^enth 
World Congress of the Communist International. 
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Mr. Ma'ithkavs. Do you lueau to say the ])()licies of the Traiisi)ort 
^Vol■ke]‘s Union touching afliliations were determined not hy the union 
but by the deterininiiiix l)olicy made in ^Moscow ? 

Mr. O'SiiEA. Absolutely: Seventh AVoi’ld Congress. 

^Ir. ^VIaitiiews. You are sure of that ? 

^fr. O'Shea. Absolutely. The policy of the Seventh Woi*ld Con¬ 
gress— 

^Ir. ^[attiifavs. Is it now tlie policy of the Communist Inteiaia- 
tional to brino' about a reunion? 

Mr. 0*SiiEA. Yes. sir. It is still the united-front jtolicy as it exists— 
still the same. They have <rot to ^vt back to the A. F. of L. How they 
are li'oini:’ to do it is a question. They also have to oi'^’anize the 
uiiorii'aEized. which is another parr of the program. Xow, the ques¬ 
tion of the united front as it appears in America, they are dealinir not 
alone with the C. I. O. and the A. F. of L., but yon have tlie four 
standard railroads—nearly 1,00(),0()0 woi’kers—ami anybody i-eadin^ 
the public j^ress knows that a conference took })lace oi% not a confer¬ 
ence, but suggestions Avere made some time ago that the C. I. O.- 
A. F. of L. standard railroads should come togethei'. It was inti¬ 
mated at the time that William (ireen and the secretary should resign 
and apparently John L. Lewis had agreed to leave the ])ictnre and 
that some other party should act as pivsident to sort of solve this 
question. 

iNfi-. ]\lAn HIAvs. Xow. in the discussions that took place- 

The CiiAiioiAXA Just a moment. There was an effort made to 
unite the labor groups, but that doesn't mean that the effort was in- 
s])ired by tlie Communist International. There are many people 
in this country who believe that ought to be done? 

^Ir. O'Shea. That is true. 

The Chaiiotax^. Who certainly are not in sym])athv with the 
Communist ])rogram. I mean by that, the fact that that was sug¬ 
gested or the fact that that has been ad^^ocated by peo])le in the 
Ihiited States does not even remotely leave the impression that it 
was inspired from abroad or by the Communist Party. Isn't that 
a fact i 

]\Ii*. O'Shea. That is true. 

The CHAiiEAfAXA What you mean to say is that that is the pi'ogram 
of the Communist Party ^ 

Mr. O'Shea. Exactly. 

The CiiAiiorAX. And also the vieAVs of a great many })eo])le who 
are not Communists in any sense? 

Mr. O'Shea. Progre.ssive ])e()])le natui'ally believe you should have 
on(‘ laboi‘ body in the country, but the ]K)licy of the paily is to see 
that those unions become one gi'ou]): then they will hnxo soh^ed 
the united front policy in the ti-ade-union field. 

The CiiAiuArAx. J'o what extent did the Communists leave or 
cai-ry with them their unions and go to the C. I. O. ^ Did tln^ 
]naj()]‘ity of I hem leave? 

Mr. O Shea. Well. I Avill tell you. A"ot in all cases—AA’here it 
wasu t necessary—wlnu’e they hadn't a question of oi’ganizing the 
unoi‘ganiz(Ml. like, let us take for instance, the ^tusicians' Union in 
Xew Yoik. Local That is an A. F. of L. union. Communist.s 

(;()ntrol them. They didn't leave the A. F. of I., at the time. Wliy? 
Sim])ly that Xew York was ali*eady organized in that field and it 
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would not have been of any advantage to tlie party to come out and 
organize the unorganized and try to get back again. You see what 
I mean. 

Yow, secondly, in the Trans])ort Union situation there was an¬ 
other question involved. The Transpoid Workers* Union at that 
time was only a lodge and confined to the New York distinct and as 
such could not branch out into other fields to organize the unoi*gan- 
ized. To do so it was necessary to break from the A. F. of L., get 
into national status which gave them the right to go into Canada 
and the United States, and build up a mass movement; develop new 
cadres. That is all proof of their revolutionary tactics. Get into 
the American Federation of Labor with stronger forces and event¬ 
ually destroy the leadership and take it over. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, Mr. O’Shea, would it be a correct state¬ 
ment of this policy to say that the Communist Party effects very 
rapidly rcA^ersals of its policy from one position to another? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Oh, it is true. There is no question they will if it 
seiwes their purpose—any means justifies the end. 

Mr. ilATTHEWs. In other woixls, favoring at one moment and going 
into the A, F. of L., and very soon getting out of the A. F. of L., 
and then getting back into the A. F. of L. ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. That is what you are saying? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Not liecause the Communist Party desii*es a uni¬ 
fied labor movement ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. No. 

Mr. Matthews. But because its interests at one moment, as it sees 
them, are served by going into one union and then getting out of it 
and next getting back into it: is that correct? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Is it true that Quill and Hogan and Santo knew 
and planned 5 months in advance for taking the Transpoil Workers 
I^nion out of the A. F. of L. into the C. I. O.? 

Mr. O'Shea. No question about it. 

The CHA]R]NrAN. That is merely a conclusion on your part. You 
are basing it iqxm the fact that the circumstances you have outlined 
indicate that? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes. 

The CuAimiAN. Namely, that they had withheld payment of the 
pel* capita tax to the national office? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes. 

The Chairman. Is that the only information you haAT on which 
to base yoiii' statement? 

Mr. (i'SiiEA. Well, I know myself the policy as laid down by the 
party from experience within the party. 

The Chairman. You know it was the policy of the party that all 
Communists ^vere to go into the C. I. O. ? 

]Mi’. O’Shea. They were to organize the unorganized. I knew 
that they were also to ci*eate a united front wherever the situation 
warranted, aJid I knew that from the Communist point of view that 
it was correct, as far as they were conceiaied, of organizing the un¬ 
organized. 
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Tlie CiiAiK^iAX. So tluU from your knowledge of the Communist 
])olicy and the faet that tliese funds were Avithheld- 

Mr. O’SiiuA. Yes. sii*. 

The CiiAuuAiAX. You l)a>e the statement that Quill and tlie others 
kiuov about this movement 5 months in advance and made prepara¬ 
tions for withdrawal from the A. F. of L. ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Well, as a matter of fact when we were ^'oinir in the 
A. F. of L. the same ground that was ])repared. Our bulletin had 
to show a dillerent front because the policy at that time w;is. when 
^^e were an independent or^'anization, was to attack the A. F. of L. 
Well, the bulletin—wliile you couldirt automatically change over 
niirht. it took months. Y()u had to put in ditferent articles about 
the A. F. of L.—maybe dealing’ with Frisco—about the orpinization, 
but when the time was I'ipe the men were already pre])ai‘ed to i»'o in. 

The Ctiaiioiax. It took 4 or 5 months to make a sudden change 
in policy^ 

Mi‘. (VShea. Yes. sii*: it took time. 

The CiiAiiOTAX. xVnd the ground work had to be laid? 

yiv. O'Shea. Yes. And the prot)er foundation laid and in going- 
out the -aine tiling had to be done. 

'Sir. ^Iatthews. Xow. ]\Ir. O'Shea, do von know a man named 
Sol INliles? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. Sol ^liles was— 1 understand that he is—con¬ 
nected with the news])apei* guild. lie came to the Trans])ort Union 
ai’ound about that time—about the time of the split, and he handled 
the ])ublicity end of the union (piestion. All jiress releases had to 
])ass tlu'ough his hands. He examined all press releases and saw that 
they wei’e can-ying the>i>arty line and the correct inesentalion Avas 
made to the pi-ess. He was on the rolls for a shoif time. I don't 
thiidv he is at the present time in tlie oig'anization. He only came 
in for some months to do that pai-ticular job of handling the pub¬ 
licity end for the ])ai*ty, being, of cour.se. an experienced man in the 
news]iaper field. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Was he a membei- of the Communist Party ^ 

]Mr. O'Shea. Oh. yes: sure: a membei* of the Communist Party. 

Ml’. ^Ia’i-theavs. And he handled the publicity for the Transport 
AVoi’kers' Union in this question of shifting to the C. I. ().? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sii-. And arranging jness releases. 

The CiiAiKMAX. XoAv. let me get back a little bit. From youi’ ex- 
l)erience in this union and your membership and experience in the 
("ominunist Parly Avould you say that the policies of the union AA’ere 
diiecled by the Communist Pai’ty? 

Mr. O'Shea. Absolutely, fi*om its vei’v incejition. 

The Chaikaiax. That the ])olicy Avas detei*mined in advance by 
('’omniunist leadership and that ])olicy Avas outlined to the leader- 
shi]) of ihe union and by the union carried out in the Transport 
Union ? 

Mr. OvSiiEA. Exactly. 

The (’haikmax. Is that right? 

Ml’. O'Shea. That is right. 

The (’haheaian. dlie Ti’anspoi’t Woi’kers’ Union? 

Mr. O'Shea. Ye.^. 

The Chaiieaiax. 'What other policies Avere outlined in addition to 
purely union matters ^ 
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Mr. 0‘Shea. Well, the general policy, as I the Comintern 
organized the unorganized, the united front, and Farmer-Labor 
Party. 

The C'liAiiDiAN. I am speaking with leference to the political field. 
Were there any instructions ns to what was to be done with reference 
to local political fights or national political fights ? Did they under¬ 
take to control the union for political purposes? 

Mr. O’SiiKA. Oh, of course they did. There was a definite line laid 
down for the party membei's to follow even with national questions 
in America. 

Th<‘ CiiAiRWAx. Do you know of instances involving the leadership 
or the fraction that you belonged to? 

Ml*. O'Shea. Well, I recall the national elections in the United 
States foi* the first time, I think, of President Roosevelt. This ques¬ 
tion (‘aine u]) and it was a bnrning question on the floor. The Com¬ 
munist Party went around to their sections and instructed them how 
they should act on this political question. 

The Chairiman. Did they do that with reference to the State elec¬ 
tions, also, and local elections? 

i\Ir. O'Shea. Oh, yes. State and local elections, the same situation. 

The Chairman. What about their own candidates? AVere they 
concerned about building up any strength for the Coniinunist can¬ 
didates ? 

]\fr. O’Shea. AVell, I will just give you an example. For instance, 
in Xew York City I was transferred from one unit to another—the 
transportation unit to section 5 of the Communist Party in the Bronx, 
and I was on the bureau of that section and the question came up ox 
what stand the Communist Party would take on the national elec¬ 
tion—the question of President Roosevelt and Landon. So the posi¬ 
tion of the part}" now as Communists, we cannot vote foi* Landon. 
We must vote Communist, so the membership—well, if you do that 
you are voting—supporting Roosevelt. Xo. we are voting Com¬ 
munist, but you don’t vote for Landon. That was the position of 
the party at the time. In other woi*ds—but they knew themselves 
what reaction of the membership would be. They couldn't get tlie 
masses of the })eople to vote for the |)urpose, but they didn't want 
Landon under any circumstances. So that was the party's position. 

The Chairman. AVhat other questions did they try to control out¬ 
side of political questions ? 

Mr. ]\Iason. On the political question I would like to ask a ques¬ 
tion. Did I understand Michael Quill was a candidate for the 
council in Xew Yoi*k City? 

Mr. O’Shea. That is true. He had the office foi* 2 ^Tars. 

ilr. Mason. He ran for the council in what year? 

Mr. O'Shea. 1935, I think it was; 1935 to 1937. Just last year 
he was defeated. 

Mr. ^Mason. Do you know what action the Commuidst Party took 
in Xew York in regard to his candidacy? 

]Mr. O'Shea. AYell, as far as that was concerned—Quill, the ground 
work was prepared for Quill almost 2 years in advance. 

]Mr. IMason. But was the Communist Party active in ad^mcating 
his candidacy ? 

Mr. O’Shea. It was the Communist Party actually elected him. 
The Communist Party machine within the trade-union movement and 
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the labor political field tiuit ^vere iiistiatinental in actually putting 
Quill ovei\ 

JNli*. ^Iasox". It Avas also true of the Transpoil Union, Avasn’t it ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Oh, yes. That is a Coininunist^coiitrolled union. 

The CiiAiioiAX. XoAA’, to AAdiat extent is a member of the party 
subject to party discipline—you yourself testified that you aaam-c ap¬ 
pointed by represeiitatiA’es of the Communist Party Avheu you became 
president of this union? 

Mr. O'SiiEA. Yes. 

The CiTAiKMAX. And that you relinquished that position upon in¬ 
structions from the same authority. Does that degive of discipline 
obtain Avith reference to all members of the party ? 

i\lr. O'SiiEA. With the exception, of course, of nCAv members. They 
are a little elastic as far as the rules are concerned. They consider 
they are not sufficiently dcA^eloped, and they Avill alloAv a certain 
amount of giA'e and take, but for those AAdio are considered a year or 
2 in the party, after they liaA^e been steAA’ed in discipline and brought 
up in discipline, they are considered to be politically dcAvdoped. 

The CiiAiEMAX. Then they have to folloAV the instructions of the* 
party ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Strictly. 

The Chair^iax. Let us assume that the party Avanted infoianation 
Avith reference to a certain industry. Here is a member of the party 
Avorking in a particular industry and the party Avanted to obtain in- 
foianation Avitli reference to that industry. Would it be the duty of 
the member of the party to giA^e that information? 

Mr. O'Shea. Sure. OtherAvise he Avould be due for expulsion if 
he refuses to get the information. He Avould be expelled from the 
party. 

The Chaikmax. And if the Communist Party Avanted the informa¬ 
tion to transmit it to a foreign poAver, then the members of the party 
Avould be acting as spies for the foreign poAver, AA^ould they not? 

Mr. O'Shea. Sure; absolutely—absolutely. 

The CiiAiRMAX. On the question of sabotage, if the party’s instruc¬ 
tions Avere to commit acts of sabotage to stop the shipment of any 
Autal munitions of Avar material or anything of that sort, Avould it 
be the duties of the members of the party to carry out those instruc¬ 
tions ? 

Mr. O’Shea. All instructions of the party must be religiously fol- 
loAved at all times. Failure to do so means expulsion. 

Tlie Chaikmax. Do 3^011 knoAv instances AAdiere theA’ Avere expelled 
for failure to folloAv the party’s instructions? 

Mr. O'Shea. Y es. There were numerous cases of members avIio 
didn't folloAv the party's position. 

The Chaikmax. Xoav, is sabotage a definite paid of the Communist 
program ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes: absolutely. 

The Chaikmax. In order if it becomes necessaiy to commit acts of 
sabotage to accomplish some policy of the partA\ then it is the diit}^ 
of the members to commit the acts of sabotage; is that correct? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes. As a matter of fact I can cite you an actual 
instance tliat occurred in the citA’ of XeAv York. The jiresent treas¬ 
urer of the XeAv York local, Avhich is aiqiroximatelA’ 35,000 strong, 
he is a responsible officer. Duiung the threat of a partial strike in 
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1935 be was arrested for slashing tires of a taxicab on tlie street. He 
was tried at special sessions before three judges and convicted. He 
was an officer, one of the principal officers, of the Xew York local— 
the treasurer. I understand that he got approximately 60 days. It 
so happened, too, at that particular trial that the assistant district 
attorney questioned him—Mr. Faber, ‘'Was he in the Communist 
Party?” and he admitted that he was a member of the Keichstag at 
one time before coming to the United States. And that is another 
public record. That can be gotten from the court files in the special 
sessions in Xew York City. 

Mr. ]\Iason. Is he a member of tlie Communist Party ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Absolutely, yes; a member of the Communist Party. 
I sat in Communist Party meetings with him. 

The Chairmax. Xow, during the time that you were a member of 
the party were you fairly active ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, I happened to get fired twice in the I. E. T. and 
blackjacked once, so I think I did my share in the field. I was 
years off the job for union activities—and— 

The Chairimax. Did you meet with many Communist groups in 
New York ? 

]\rr. O’Shea. Welh yes. 

The Chairmax. Did you have a fairly good idea of the type of 
people who were in the Communist Party? 

iMr. O’Shea. Yes. You see you would naturally contact all the 
diffei'ent groups. That is the furriers and the garment workers and 
laundry workers and at conventions and all different things from time 
to time. 

The Chairmax. Did you have many Irish i)i the Communist move¬ 
ment in New York? 

Mr. O’Shea. Well, it is growing. They have got them in the Mari¬ 
time Union, as a matter of fact, in the water front, and they have got 
some Irish fellows organizing. 

The CiiATRiNrAx. What is the appeal that is made to tlie Irish people? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, that was a problem they were faced with. They 
were faced with a very serious problem dealing with the Irish. As 
you know they are nationalistic and extremely religions, and it was a 
question of how could they win those people over to their .side. So 
the Communist Party decided, which appears in their official papers, 
that they should utilize the Irish revolutionary traditions. Of course 
everybody knows that for 600 years Ireland has been stinggling for 
independence. A revolutionary situation always developed from cen¬ 
tury to century and the Irish race has a spirit of freedom. They felt 
at the time it would be easy to divert a national feeling to an inter¬ 
national channel, and it was then plans were laid to utilize the Irish 
revolutionary traditions, and that all the literature possible. Daily 
Workei*, official organ of the Transport Union, should carry as much 
material that would have aii international complexion; that they had 
to be careful, too, on the national point. 

I have some material here which will show that they are utilizing 
the one particular man—individual Avho happened to be in this coun¬ 
try, at one time—he went back in 1913. His name is James Con¬ 
nolly. As a matter of fact—as a matter of record—he established 
the Transport Workers Union of Ireland and he was one of the leaders 
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in the rebellion in lOlG with I)e Valeia; and for his part in the rel)el- 
lioiu be was executed. 

N<jw, Connolly, of eoui’sc, has an international outlook besides bis 
nationalistic outlook. Now, I)e Valera’s position was dilierent to 
Connolly's, he was purely a nationalist. ^\)w, you notice here when 
they present this Irish stulf they deal specifically with Connolly— 
notliin^ else, nobody else—no other leader. 

I show you in the Transport Woi’kers bidletin of May 1938, we find 
a caption': ^Mames Connolly, lie (lave His Life in the Stru^^le foi* 
Economic and National Freedom." It shows his pictui’e there: deals 
with the whole tiling. And tlie Daily Worker of ]May 14, 1939, we 
find a^ain James Connolly: ‘Trish Ur^ed to Follow Connolly’s Lead 
in Fight Against Anti-Semitism.” 

The Chairmax. Was that one of their main api)eals, to light anti- 
Semitism t 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, they were ai)pealing in this instance to the Irish 
to pull them closer to themselves. They were going to use any issue, 
anti-Semitism, the negi‘o question—any question as a matter of fact. 
4'he anti-Semitic ([uestion—it wasn't that they were interested in the 
Jewish race but to use that issue to bring the Irish closer to themselves. 

Now, again in the Party Oig'anizer issued by the central committee 
of the Communist Party, April 1938, the Daily Worker—this is an 
actual letter written to the Daily Worker wliich is incorpoi*ated in 
the Party Builder. It will just show in this particular incident of 
how the Irish revolutionary traditions were used to recruit this man 
in the Communist Party. This is his letter: 

In transportation we have a clifliciilt task. Xinety percent of the workers are 
Irish. However in 1934 wo had four members in the industry, and now we 
have a unit in every shop in transportation. The biggest problem in trans- 
1 ortation is “red baiting.'’ There is the (’atholic Church wliich sends its 
priests into the precincts to help in the “i-ed baiting,” and at th(‘ present time 
they are forming every type of organization—the Holy X"anie, the Knights of 
Columbus, et cetera. 

Communists have been in the front ranks in building the transportation 
union. I‘>ut the most serious shortcoming is that there are not yet enough 
Communists among the transportation workers to fight this “red baiting” the 
wav it’s got to be fought. 

I mys(‘lf recruited 20 members. I think the Daily Worker gave me the first 
break, especially the Sunday Worker. I gave them out to some of the men, 
and after a while 1 was askc'd why I did not bring them the Daily Worker 
and Sunday Worker regularly, I did so, and I also got pamphlets to them, 
(‘Siiecially Ihe one by our great revolutionary Irishman, James Connolly. 

1 have no more to say. I am not a siie'aker. The only thing I can do is 
carry on the truth. 

And in this instance you see the effect of Connolly's ])i*opaganda 
used in that particular slio]) for this man. Now", again evei'v effort 
is made to involve the Iri.sh I’evolutionary situation. As a matter 
of fact a picture was made in Ireland showung the Black and Taits 
and the Irish fighting during that struggle l)efore the Free State 
was established, and was show-n in the Transport Workers Liiion 
headquailei-s. And this is the heading: ’’Dawm Over ii'eland. ’ Now', 
the purpose of that w'as to bi'ing as many Iri.sh into the hall, even 
peo])l(‘ not mixed up in th(‘ Ti'ansport Union, luit to get them into 
the influence of the party. 

The CiiAiRMAX. In other words, whatever appeal is most ellective 
to re<‘ruit members they use it i-egardless of the race. I mean, if a 
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mail happens to lie in a particular I’ace and there is a certain ap])eal 
tliat is most elective with him, the}^ nse that appeal, is that correct s 

i\[r, 0\SiTEA, Yes; but of course they apply a revolutionary line 
if possible. 

Xow, here is another excerpt of a mass meetino' of I, R. A. clubs 
of greater Xew York: ‘'To support the Irish Republican Army in 
their fight for Irish freedom. The principal speaker will be Gen¬ 
eral Sean Russell, Chief of Stall', I. R. A., Thursday, June 15th, at 
the T. W. U. Hall at 153 West C4th Street.” Now, the hall was 
given free without consulting the membership, whether it should be 
given or not, Sean Russell—the idea was that they know that the 
Clan-Na-Gael and the I. R. A. clubs are an organization in this 
country which are purely Irish national movements, and they are 
trying to work in amongst the membership to get them into the 
party. 

]\Iany of them have military training already, and can be useful 
for the revolution. 

The Chairman. Now, did you come in contact with the communist 
effort in the maritime industry in New York while you were active 
in the Transport Workers Union? Did you come in contact with 
the same movement in the maritime industry ? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Yes; I recall having a long conversation with Roy 
Hudson at the time we had the meeting in Amter’s home. After 
the session was over the question came n]i and he discussed the 
Maritime Union and the position on the west coast, and, in fact, 
he went into details where he himself had to be taken to Russia to 
be convinced of the communist set-up. 

The Chairman. Had to be taken to Russia? 

Mr. O’Shea. Taken to Russia before he could accept the Com¬ 
munist line in the early days. In other words, he was trying to 
convince the men that, if certain things developed in the Communist 
Party, “we will forget them for the time being, eveiAthing comes 
all right.” Of course, they were trying to settle the battle that was 
on at the time—this faction fight. He discussed, of course, the or¬ 
ganization—the strength of the organization and how well they 
were entrenched and the importance, of coui’se, of having collabora¬ 
tion between the forces. 

In other words, transport and maritime. I i-ecall Rose Wortis 
made a statement at a meeting which I attended—it would be around 
1935 when we were attending. We were independei^t at the time. 
W e were attending the Trade Union Unity Council meeting and we 
made a report on organization. 

The Chairman. Who is that? 

Mr. O’Shea. We made a report to the Communist Party- 

The Chairman. Roy Hudson did? 

Mr. O’Shea. We did, giving our stand in the trade-union field— 
that is the transpoil field. So Rose Wortis asked foi* a report of 
the shops, barns, and transportation position and how we were for 
a strike. She went on to explain a contract was coming np for 
the ^laritime Union and the way it was possible to synchronize the 
two—it would ])e a good jol). In other words, the transport situation 
strike and maritime strike pulled at the same time would piohably 
liave created, as they believed, a situation that hap|)ened on the west 
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coast—paralyze the whole east^'rn seaboard—involve as inuin^ as 
possible other ^‘roiips. 

The Chaik:max. AVhat meeting Avas it in which Hoy Hudson de¬ 
scribed the conti'ol that the Coniiniinist Party Avas exercising oATr 
the maritime unioiH 

Mr. 0‘SiiEA. That was at Amter's home at the time Ave had this 
battle—the battle Avas on. 

The (Tiaikman. At Amter's honied 

I\Ir. O'Shea. Yes. 

Tlie Chaiumax. Israel Amter's home? 

Ml*. O'Shea, Yes, sir: William Dunn Avas at the meeting and 
all the leading members of the committee of the Communist Party. 

The Chaie^iax. Well, did you haAe any other contacts that gaA^e 
you information as to the progress of communistic control over the 
Maritime Union ? 

Mr. 0 'Shh:\. Well, from time to time I happened to run across 
some of the fraction members or the actiA^e members in the concen¬ 
tration unit on the Avaterfront and they naturally Avould gi\T you 
reports of hoAv things AAH»re going in the shipping line, but of coui'se 
at that time, as I say, my Avhole mind aa as more or less centeied on 
the transit situation. We had a :24-hour job there. 

The CiiAimiAX. But from the I’ejioiTs that you heard from fac¬ 
tion members Avho Avere AAT)rking on the Avatei'front and from Boy 
Hudson's repoit, Avhat })icture did you get of the pi'Ogress of tlie 
Communists in the maritime union? 

iNfr. O'Shea. That they Avere sti'ong. and exceptionally strong, and 
it Avould be only a question of time Avhen it Avas in the transport and 
utilities—in the maritime, that a general strike could be brought 
about A’ery simply and, of course, a foundation for a complete change 
in the OoATrnment. In otlier Avords, a revolutionary situation could 
be developed from a strike. 

Tlie CiiAimrAX. What (‘.ontact did you haAx Avith any of the 
officials in the Radio, Electrical, and Machine Workers Union? 

Mr. O’Shea. Well. IMatles. as I say, attended all the meetings. He 
is (he director. He is the Edgar Bergen, in othei‘ Avords, of the Radio 
and Eh^cti'ical Workei'S. 

The Chatemax. What ])osition does he occupy? 

Mr. O'Shea. Director. 

d'l.e Chaiemax. And you attended fi'uction meetings of the Com¬ 
munist Party Avith him? 

]Mr. O'Shea. Oh, yes. 

Th.e Chaiehax. When he Avas present ? 

Ml*. O Shea. When lie Avas —jirior to the time he Avent to the 
machinists—the time Avhen he Avas in the machinists and later. 

Tlie Chaiehax. Did he discu.ss at these meetings the progi*ess that 
the Communists AV('re making in the Radio and Electrical Union? 

l\[r. O'Shea. Yes; it AA^as an under>tood thing. As a matter of fact 
the jirincipal officer of his gi'oiii). instance, in Xcav York City, the 
director in XeAv York City is a man by the naim* of Lustig. Xoav. 
Lustig Avas at one time organizer in tlie Bronx, one of the biggest 
sections. 1,500 Communists, prior to going in and liecoming a func¬ 
tionary in the trade-union field. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. 5 on mean section organizer for the Communist 
Party ? 
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Mr. O'Shea. Section organizer for the Cominimist Party. And 
he had the official position—I tliink you will find that in the public 
records—and he is now regional director of New York. And there 
was another man. James Matles, and Lustig, and Kivers. Now, 
Rivers is in the machinists today, had control of Brooklyn. His 
office was ai*onnd Borough Hall and he handled all of the groups in 
that territory—all the machine shops. 

Pile Chairaian. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. O'Shea. Oh, yes: they are very important members. They 
are members of the district committee in New York. 

The Chairaian. AYhat did you learn with reference to your con- 
ATU’sations, with these men, the leaders in the Radio and Electrical 
Union, with reference to Communist control of that union? 

^Ir. O'Shea. Well, it was always understood that they Avere really 
more left than we Avere. In other Avords, they had better party oi*- 
ganization Avithin the ranks—better developed elements. 

The Chairaian. What did the ]>arty deriAT from the control of 
that union? 

iSIr. O'Shea. Well, yon see they are already AA^orking in the ma¬ 
chine sho]xs, you see, and the machine industry is connected AAuth steel. 
Well, if you tie up and paralyze the machinist end of the thing, steel 
is useless because the rough product has to be machined before it is 
manufactured. 

The Chairaian. What other unions, Avhile you aatit active in the 
Transport AVorkers Ibiion. did they control? 

Mr. O'Shea. They controlled the laundry Avorkers union. There 
Avere so many of them. Their actual control. AA’here the function¬ 
aries Avere completely Communist, is that Avhat you mean? 

The Chairaian. AVhere they had |)ositions of leadership similar to 
the Transport AVorkers Union that you learned from contact Avith 
the leaders in fraction meetings. Take' the furriers union. 

Mr. O’Shea. Oh, yes; the furriers. 

The Chairaian. Is that controlled h\ the Communists? 

All*. O'Shea. AAYll, it AA’as understood to be controlled. Irving 
Pota.sli Avas consideied the leader of the furriers union and Ben Gold. 

The Chairaian. Both of them members of the Communist Party? 

Air. 0'She.a. AYs; sure. 

The Chairaian. Did you sit in fraction meetings Avith them? 

Air. 0'She.a. AYs, sir; I Avas Avith Irving Potash in many fraction 
meetings, and James Alatles. as I previously testified. They came in 
an advisory cai)acity in all fi-action meetings Avhen Ave aatit going 
in the American Federation of Labor. 

The Chairaian. What about the Communication Association ? Do 
you knoAv any of the leaders? 

All*. O'Shea. I don't knoAv anything about them personally. I 
kneAv there Avas a link-up. The only unions I had personal contact 
Avith Avas the furi*iers through those meetings. AYu see AAdiat I mean, 
the radio and metal Avorkers, because Ave Imd ])ersona] contact, and 
the utility Avoikers—that is, the utilities in NeAV AYrk-—Edison. 

The Chairaian. What leaders did they have in the utilities? 

Air. O'Shea. AVell, they had a fraction but the fraction at the 
time Avasn’t very strong. 1 recall in either 1034 or 1935, there Avas a 
strike threat called there, and a number of men Avere fired. Tlie 
men called a .strike but they didn’t put it into effect and we Avere 
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hy the Coininiinist Party oi-(mi[).s, Santo and Hopin and I, 
to meet tliose leaders at tlie. lieadqnarters and advise tliem to stall 
on the strike—not to force the issue until such time as they had 
sti-onixei’ meml)ership. 

The CiiAiuiMAx. Xow, when yon were active in the Cominnnist 
}^u*ty, did yon keej) records of the members of the party? 

!Mr. D'SiiKA. Xo: I didn't keep any records. 

d'he (hiAin^iAX. Do yon know of any records beinjx kept? 

Ml'. O'SiiKA. The records are always kept, yon see, by tho district 
or by the secticms. The instructions of the party is: Shop units are 
attached to sections, and section headquarters keep the records, and 
the section orii’anizer keejxs the recorcls of all the units. The unit 
oriranizer don't keep any records. When he is ^ettinir his stamps he 
iroes to his lieadquai'ters and he o-ots the stam])s and brings them up 
to his unit meetimrs, which ai*e held once a week. After the unit 
meeting* is ovei' he takes the books aiul a*ets them stamped and returns 
the stuff back to the lieadquarters. 

The ChiAimrAX. Well, the pai ty does keej) detailed recoi'ds? 

Mr. O'SiTEA. Oh, undoubtedly. 

The OhaiPvAiax. Of their hnancial condition and membership? 

Mr. 0 'Sii?:a. They have to, because they have fjot to keep a record 
all the time. They wouldn't know exactly where they stood. 

The Chaiioian. 'When you ceased to be active in the Communist 
I^u'ty, what was its membership in Xew York State? Did you ^et 
any idea of that ? 

Mr. O'Shea. I wouldn't Inne any idea. I could not ^uess any 
figure on that. 

The rHATR:NrAX. What was the largest meeting you attended— 
strictly Communist meetinir? 

]\lr. O'Shea. Well, the lar^-est meetinix that I attended was the con¬ 
vention in 108(> held at St, Xicholas Arena. That was the district 
convention, and the convention—I would safely say there was approx¬ 
imately bOO delepites. I'hat was four delegates from each section 
and ()6o delegates and it all de])ended on the streno-th of a section. 
Some sections had 1,500 members and some had 200 and some had )^00. 

Mr. Maithews. MYre you a dele^ite? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir, I was one of the ])nreau memliers from 
section 5 in the Bronx. 

^Ir. ^Tatthews. M"ho addressed that convention yon ju>t men- 
tionetl ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, Earl BroAvder addi'essed it. Bose AVortis. of 
course. I Avas more or less intei'e.sted in her repoi't, l^ecause she 
^aA’e tlie ti-ade union re]X)i‘t. Quill I’eported a line on the tran.sit 
situation, and there Avas a farmer—he happened to be the ouIa’ 
man at the convention who Avas from the a^riciiltni'al field. 

Ml'. Mattheavs. AVas Quill inti'oduced openly? 

Ml'. O'Shea. Yes, sir: o{)enly introduced at the coiiATiition, yes. 
He s])oke on the transit situation. As a matter of fact, I recall a 
statement he made: ‘That the Trans})ort Enion Avas to lie the steam 
hammer for the transit industry, and as a steam hammer it Avoiild 
crush a mosquito and so AvoiiId the Transport Union crush the barons 
of Wall Street Avhen the time arriA’ed." That Avas actually his quo¬ 
tation. 
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Tlie CiiAiiaiAN. Do you kuow wluit tlie })olicy of thi^ party lias 
been since tlie alliance between Stalin and Hitler? Are you in a 
position to testify to that? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, yes. You see. any iiiean^ in Coniinunist phil- 
oso})liy—any means justifies the end. It wasn't surprisino* to those 
in the Connnunist l^arty to ex])ect a Staliii-Hitler pact because a 
similar situation develo])ed in Russia in 1917 when Lenin collab¬ 
orated with Geianany—German im])ei‘ialism. It was the Germans 
who really brought Lenin from Switzerland to Russia on a special 
armored train and ])ut him in to form the revolution so as to with¬ 
draw their forces and send them to France in the bitr push of 1918. 
That situation was similai* to what hap])ened in Finland. 

The CiiAiuMAN. AVell. do you know of your own knowledge or 
have you ^’ained it throuo-h reliable information, and if so, what 
is tlie information, as to what jiolicy the party is following since 
the alliance between Russia and Germany ? 

Ml*. O'Shea. Well, of couise. it is haid to say. As I previously 
stated, any means justifies the end. Stalin and Hitler—I wouldn’t 
be sur])rised to see if Stalin tomoi’row turned on Hitler. As a 
matter of fact. I think there is something in the wind to that etfect. 
Instructions have been issued to the vai'ious sections of the Com¬ 
munist Intel-national that a new phase must be put on the inter¬ 
national situation owing to the Swedish position, that they must now 
go on record as being o]>]Josed to Germany juishing into Sweden. 
From my own obsei-vation it looks like they are afraid Germany is 
getting too strong and they eventually may come out on top and 
turn on Stalin. 

The Chatumax. Then if Stalin and Hitler break Ave can except 
the Communists to go back to its iiosition of fighting fascism? 

Mr. O'Shea. That is exactly it. Reverting back to its original 
position. 

^Ir. Matthews. At the convention at St. Nicholas Arena in 1936, 
was thei-e a speaker named Archie Wright ? 

Mr. O'Shea, Yes. sir; the farmer. He was tlie only man. They 
were always accustomed to needle workers and garment ti‘ades and 
all of that element- 

]\Ir. jMatthews. Did he i*eport on the oiganization of the Com¬ 
munist Party among the farmers in the State of New York? 

INIr. O'Shea. Yes, sir. He made a report with i-eference to the 
united-front ])olicy as applied to the farmei's of u])-State New York 
and he stated that lu^ was able to utilize a church and ministe]- of 
religion lo present the paity’s lines. In other words, take up eco- 
nomi(‘ (|uestions and discuss them fi*om a revolutionary angle. 

]\Ii‘. Matthews. Was this the Archie Wright Avho recently lead 
the milk strike in New York State? 

INIr, O'Shea. Yes. sir. I have seen his pictiii’e in the public press. 

Mr. Matthews. Can you identify this as a jneture of Archie 
Wright. [Handing ])aper to the Avitness.] 

Mr. O'Shea. The same man. 

]\lr. IMatthews. Farmer delegate to the ])ai-ty couATution? 

IMr. O'Shea. Farmer delegate to the party coiuTntion in 1936. 

l\Ii‘. IMattheavs. Tliis is from the NeAv York Post, Monday, August 
'2\. 1939. Now. on the question of the exploitation of the Irish tradi¬ 
tion among Irish Avorkei-s in the Transport AVorkers LTnion, of the 
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transit firld, Mr. O'Shea, does Mieliael Quill himself try to make a 
LO'eat deal of Ids Ii*isli revolntionarv background? 

Mr. O'Shea. Well, the Communist Party })i*oi)atranda machine 
certainly does. Hn^y realize*, of course, as they state in their official 
})aj)ers, particularly, “We nni.'^t now utilize tlie Irish revolutionary 
traditions." and they show, as a mattei* of fact, in the ])ress—1 tldnk 
we find it in the Post and the Daily Worker and lots of other pa])ers. 

Mr. Matthews. I show yon for example an ai’ticle fi’om the New 
Yoi’k World Teletrram, fJune o. A]*e they plioto^aaphs of 

^lichael Quill? [Handing- ])ai)er to the Avitness.] 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir: j)hotoorapiis of Michael Quill. 

Mr. Matthews. And is this a publicity story on Michael Quill 
which (‘onnects him with tlie ficlit for Ii“ish freedom? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes, sir; that is rii^ht. 

Mi‘. ^Matthews. Do you know whether or not the Communist. 
Party has .staled, or that Quill has stated, either one of them, that he 
was Avounded in the Black and Tan xVrmy in Ireland ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. Is that a claim Avhich Quill makes? 

Mr. O'Shea. It is I’i^ht here in the paper. 'Tie still limps and 
caiT’ies a cane from a Free State bullet in the left hi]>." 

Ml’. i\IATT^EA^^s. Wlien Avas the fiohtin^ in Ireland? 

^Ir. O'Shea. The fioTtino- in Ireland oricjinally started at least in 
191(). the rebellion, and continued throuu’h in a small Avay until July 
1921 Avhen a truce Avas called and 9 months latei* a treaty Avas signed 
Avhich established the Irish Free State. That Avas Avhat Avas known 
as the Black and Tan period. July 1921. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. In other Avords, the end of the Black and Tan 
period Avas in 1921 ? 

Mr. O'Shea. Yes. sir. 

Mr. ^Mattiieavs. Do you knoAv hoAv old Michael Quill is ? 

^Ii’. O'Shea. I understand he is around 32, 33, or 34. 

Mr. ^Mattiieavs. Xoav. I shoAv you a photostatic copy of his jiass- 
port application, the passport application of Michael Quill, in Avhich 
he giA^es as his birthdate September 18, 1905. That Avould Imve 
made Quill 10 years of age, Avould it not? 

Mr. O'Shea. Sixteen years of age, that is right. 

Mr. ^Iat^fheavs. Do you knoAv Avliether oi* not in pi’ess puldicity 
statements Quill now pretends to be 4 or 5 or 6 years older? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 

i\Ir. Mattheaa^s. Than this? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes. In the public ]>ress I Iuiat^ noticed that they 
have made it particularly clear that they aa^ohUI put his age—advance 
it so it would link up Avith that period. 

Ml’. ^Mattiieavs. You Avere in the Black and Tan Army yourself ? 

]\Ir. O'Shea. Yes, sir. 1 served through practically the aaIioIc 
moATmeiit fi’oin 1917 to 1924. 

]\Ii’. ^Matitieaa’s. You didn't meet Quill in the ranks? 

Mr. O'Shea. Xo: I never met Quill. 

Ml’. Maitheavs. In Ireland? 

Mr. 0'She.a. Xo: I iieAer met Quill. As a matter of fact the 
I. li. A. at that iiarticular time, in 1918, it became the I. R. A. Previ¬ 
ously it Avas the Irish Volunteei’s. but in 1918 they formed the Irish 
Republican Army of the groups of Irish Volunteers and at that time 
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they established a constitution and lield conventions every 2 years; 
and written into the constitution was that to become a member of 
the Irish Kepublican Aiaiiy it was necessary to be at least 18 years 
of a^^e—wouldn’t be accepted otherAvise. 

Mr. MA'rniEWS. Do yon hapj^en to know of youi' oavu knoAvledge 
Avhether Quill Avas injured iu the rebellion ? 

l\Ir. O’Shea. Naturally, Avhen the uniou started originally T made 
a question ^Svhere he came from and Avho he Avas,” and Ave discussed 
the Irisli situation and 1 asked him at one time—his picture appeared 
ill the bulletin. It Avas after the Cole case in XeAV York, and he 
brought his passport in to shoAv his picture—Avhat he looked like— 
the clianges that took }dace, and 1 glanced at his passport and 1 saAv his 
age at the time and I sahb 'Alike, you Avere not connected Avith the 
moATinent; you couldn’t possibly haAT been.” And he said, ^'No; I 
AA^asn't.” So I said, ‘AVhat happened to your hip?” 'AVell,” he said, 
^hhat Avas from infancy I have that.” And he said, ‘‘I have just come 
back from Vienna. 1 AA^as Avith Lorenz, the bloodless surgeon.” It 
Avas a hi]i dislocation and he Avent to Vienna to have it put back in 
position. Well, of course, the jiarty, as I say, is using Quill as a 
Charlie McCarthy—playing him up. 

The (Tiaikmax. You have testified about the leaders. What about 
the rank and file iu the Transport Workers Union? What percentage 
of the rank and file are members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. O’Shea. Well, I Avould safely say that the Communist struc¬ 
ture—you see it is not like a bona fide union. NeAV York, for instance, 
has a local of 87,000 or 40,000 members. One local is ’subdivided into 
150 sections. Noav, those sections, the most of the section chairmen, 
and the section secretaries are party members. You see, the most of 
the executives Avhich come from this section group are, I Avould say, 
two-thii‘ds ]iarty members and the executive board of the local is 90 
percent. The international board is all 100 percent party controlled. 

The part}’ does not believe, of course, in big figures. They feel that 
if they can hold the key positions and Avith a number of men on 
the flooi*, a small organization of active men are much more effectiA^e 
than a big groujA that is hard to handle. 

i\Ir. JMasox. Hoav many in the Trans])oi*t Workers’ LTnion in Ncav 
York? 

Mr. O'Shea. They say about 90,000. I say about 35,000 would be the 
actual number. They giA^e a figure of 90,000 but I Avould say 35,000. 

Mr. ^Iasox. Hoav many AA’ould be Communists in the rank and file? 

Mr. O’Shea. I Avould safely say if you eliminate the—take the sec¬ 
tion leadei-s and executive officers, I Avould say, not 5 percent of the 
AA’hole; but they haAT absolutely a strangle hold on the organization. 
They have a closed shop- 

]\Ir. jMasox. The Communist Party has only about 5 percent of the 
raiik and file members in the Communist Party? 

Mr. O’Shea. And control- 

Mr. JMasox. And it has almost 90 percent of the leadership in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. O’Shea. That is correct. 

Mr. Mattheaa'S. You haA^e noticed the close jiroximity of Alaska to 
the Soviet Union and othei* centers of Europe, have you not ? 

Mr. O’Shea. Yes, sir. 
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Maitiiews. I will ask you if you can identify the Ti‘ans])ort 
Workei*s‘ Ihdletiu for [Haudiuo- paper to the witness.] 

Mr. O'SiiK A. Yes, sir; that is the official orgaii. 

yiv . Maiuiiews. On i)aii:e 4 of this bulletin there appears a ])ieture 
of Ervin II. Hill: 

Krviii IL Hill. Transijort W’orkrrs' d(‘h'jiate from Jiineaii. Alaska. T. W, U. 
Alaskan local lias closed slioi) contracts and lias orjjanizt'd “everytliing on \vln*cl.s” 
ill .Iniioan. 

Do yon have any information that hears ni^on the Alaskan situation? 

^[r. O'Shea. AVelh I realize, as anybody who was ever connected with 
the Coinniunist Party, the importance of such a position, as Com¬ 
munists and internationalists. They are snbsei'vient to linssia and 
holding- a key position which in my estimation is a key position with 
another country, which is dominated by this same force. It is oronnd- 
work preparation. Its transportation is to be turned over at the 
psycholooical moment if in the event of difficulties arising between the 
United States and Russia. For instance, I don't think they would be 
woia yinir about the Xa vy in the Pacific Ocean or Atlantic. They would 
come thronuh Alaska which is the shortest way in, particnlaily after 
having established a base. 

^Ii*. Masox. Mr. O’Shea, is the Communist Party in control of the 
transport up in Alaska the same as in Xew Yoi'k? 

Ml*. O'Shea. Xo question about that. 

Mr. Masox. AVhen did they start to make inroads in the Trans])oi‘t 
Union up in Alaska ? AAHiat year? 

]Mr. 0 ‘Shea. AVell, I couldn’t give you the actual date on that ([iies- 
tion. I know that they have control now. AVhen it actually started in 
my time, there was no organization there. AA"e had no official oi’gani- 
zation there, yon see, but I know that the party has used foi*ces like 
in Frisco and other places—local section organizers and party members 
to do organizational work for them. 

]\fr. Masox. As I understand it, it is your opinion that the main 
1 ‘eason for those inroads u]) in Alaska in the Transport Union is to 
cai*iT on a campaign of sabotage, if this country should ever get into 
any sort of misunderstanding with the Soviet Government? 

Sir. 0‘Shea. Xo question about it. 

^Ir. ^Iasox. Because of the proximity to tlie Soviet Union? 

iNfi*. O'Shea. Sure. For instance, in Xorway during the invasion 
of Rnsj'ia they had the groundwork prepared. As a matter of fact, 
they had American trucks immediately they landed—seized them on 
the docks and used them and pushed their aiany right ahead. Traiis- 
j)ortation in warfare is an important factor if you can get control of 
it at the psychological moment. If 3^011 can't" and the communica¬ 
tion is destroyed, it isn't easy to move an armed force. So that is 
the im])orlance of transpoi*tation from a revolutionary point of view. 

Mr. Mathews. Who is the general counsel for the Transporta¬ 
tion AVorkers Union? 

Mr. O'Shea. Ilany Sacher. 

Mr. ^Iaithews. Do von know whether he is a member of the Uom- 
mnnist Pa]‘t 3 ’ or not? 

.Air. O'Shea. Yes. sir: he is a member of the Communist Party. I 
never actually sat in meetings Avith him. but from discussions with 
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him—he handled a case for me in court and I discussed the union 
])olicy and everything with him. 

IMaiu’iiews. I show you two pages from the Daily Worker, 
one of March 8—March 3, 1938, and the other, November 13, 1937. I 
ask these be introduced as exhibits. 

Idle Chairman. They are received. 

(The papers I'eferred to by Mr. Matthews were marked ‘‘O’Shea 
Exhibits Nos. 21 and 22,” and made a part of tlm record.) 

Mr. ilATTHEWS. Hariy Sachei' appears as a lecturer at the Work¬ 
ers’ School of the Communist Party in New York City in both of 
these exhibits? 

The Chairman. Attorney for the Transport Workers Union ? 

Mr. ^Lvtthews. That is correct. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairjvian. Anything else? 

Mr. Matthews. We have another witness. 

TESTIMONY OF E. C. DAVISON 

The Chairman. Will you hold up your right hand, please. Do 
you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
i)ut the truth, so help you God? 

^Ir. Davison. I do. 

^Ir. Matthews. Y^our name, please? 

]\Ir. Davison. Emmett C. Davison, general secretary-treasurer of 
the International Association of Machinists. 

Mr. Matthews. Y"ou spell your name D-a-v-i-s-o-n? 

Ylr. Davison. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Davison, have you heard the testimony of Mr. 
Thomas O’SiiEiV. Yes, sir; I have. 

Mr. Maithews. Have you heard all of it? 

Mr. Davison. Not all of it. I came in possibly 15 or 20 minutes 
after he had been speaking. 

Mr. Matt^hews. Did yon hear the portion of his testimony which 
dealt with the affiliation of the Transport Workers Union with the 
International Association of Machinists? 

^Mr. Davison. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. AVhat have you to say about that testimony? Will 
you state briefly? 

Mr. Davison. Priefly. his testimony was correct in that the Inter¬ 
national Association of ^Machinists took the Transport Workers in 
in 1935 as a result of a conference between their representatives and 
the executive counsel of the International Association of Machinists. 

He possibly did, not lead up to the things that lead up to this 
amalgamation which he knew nothing whatever of. 

Mr. Matitiews. But iiisofai* as you heard his testimony, insofar 
as he testified? 

IMr. Davison. Yes, sii*: I thiiflv it is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. You can verify that as coi’rect ? 

Mr. Davison. Yes, sii*. 

]\Ir. Matthews. What do yon have in the way of information 
about the James' Matles who was a. party to these negotiations? 

]\Ir. Davison. James Matles came to us with a grou]) in 1935, in 
the early part of 1935, as a representative of the Allied Metal 
Mechanics, wliich at that time, as was stated, was an independent 
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p'oup composed of men employed in machine shops and thimrs of 
that nature. 

Tlie Kadio aud Electi'ical Workers—he claimed that he re|)i-esented 
a number of them and the orpinization, I tliink, was known as tlie 
Allied Metal Association and P^)undrv Workers—some such organi¬ 
zation as that, but he came to us in attendance at a meeting of our 
executive council in company with Mr. Quill, Mr. Lustig, Mr. Rivers, 
and ^Ir. Connolly. 

^fi*. MAiTiinws. Is that Eugene Connolly? 

Mr. Davisox. Yes, sir. I am trying to think of several other names. 
There were seveial there, possibly, who my memory don't recall. 

^Ir. Matthews. Xow, what have you discovered subsecpiently with 
reference to the political character of these men and their unions? 

Mr. Daviso^t. Well, when they appeared to us we presented them with 
our constitution, with the statement and a copy of a circulai’ in which 
we have taken the position in 1925 that no Communist can be a 
membei* of the International Association of Machinists, and we 
have- ex])elled quite a number. And they stated to us that they were 
not Communists; that they had two or three of them who had been 
Communists but because of some ti‘eatment they received inside they 
were now against the Communists, and so foidh. That gave them 
the gi’ound woih. They denied being Communists. In fact they 
swore that they were not. Then they were presented with our con¬ 
stitution with the information that if we took them into oui‘ oi’gani- 
zation, in the amalgamation, they wotdd have to agree to take such 
members as they then had and affiliate them with what ever trade 
or calling that particular grou]) belonged to properly, the proper 
time. The an.swer to that was that there was an agitation going on 
for an independent union among the transpoit workei’s. We had 
some controversies over there in one of the power houses—with the 
machinists over there who were membei’s of other local lodges and 
they assumed the ])rotection of these men and they agreed to the 
pro})osition of segregation of the groups into the Amalgamated 
Street Railways—the helpers organizations of diffei'ent types. 

They claimed then to have a membership, I think it was 12.000. 
When we made our investigation we found that there were less than 
6,000. But connected with the XeAv York groiqi were the groups in 
Philadelphia, in Ohio, and sevei-al other ]daces that they supposedly 
represented, which lypresented a verv small numl)er of men. 

They were with us, I think, about a year and then we discovered 
that ilatles. who was on our staff, which was pail of the agreement, 
was taking applications supposedly for the International Associa¬ 
tion of Machinists on machinist application blanks in Xew York. 
Xew Jersey, from the employes of the Woi'thington Pump Co. and 
turning them into a C. I. O. organization instead of the machinists. 

We then made an investigation and sent an auditor in, which 
gave us considerable tioiible, and fianlly we i-an into court and got 
in their headcpiai tei’s in Xew York and Xew Jersey and found there 
was about $000 collected through applications, these people thinking 
they were going into the machinists organization and found them¬ 
selves in the C. I. (). We neveu* I'ecovei'ed a great deal of the money. 
They left us owing us about $18.000—between $18,000 and $14,000 
in the delayed payment of per capita tax. which they were excusing 
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themselves by virtue of the fact that tliey were an nnor^aiiizecl izi-oup 
and they depended on us to work the wliole situation out. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Let me ^et this sti'ai^litened out. Do you I’efer 
to the Ti*anspoi’t AVoi*kei‘S X^nion or the Lnited Electiucal, Kadio and 
Macliine Workers ^ 

Mr. Davison. 1 mean the whole ^roup. When we dealt with them 
they were all in one ^roiip. 

Ml*. Matthews. And they left together i 

Mr, Davison. They all left to^*ether: yes. They joined oi* went 
out of the International Association of ]\iachinists and we were told 
that they had o-oiie with the C. I. ().—not all of the individual mem¬ 
bers. Numbers of them stayed with ns and are still with ns. That is 
the meclianics—the machinists excejit in the radio Avorkers. They 
were then forced into the C. I. O. We notified all of the locals that 
had ^’one with the C. I. O. what our laws Avere in referenc'e to the 
pi'otection of the individuab recovery of ]n*operty, and so forth, but 
as Ave ^‘ot into it Ave found that that Avas ]>layin^* their ^ame. They 
Avanted publicity and aac just decided to abandon the Avhole proposi¬ 
tion and let it stand as it Avas. because Ave Avere rather })leased Avith 
the fact that all of this i»rou}), after Ave discoATred they Avere Commu¬ 
nists, had left oiii* orpinization in a like they came in. 

Mr. Matitieavs. Xoav, Avould these Communists in such a union be 
employed in poAveilioiises ^ 

Mr. Davison. Oh. yes. 

Mr. Maitiieavs. In air|)lane factories^ 

]\Ir. Davison. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. IMattheavs. In transportation? 

ill*. Davison. That is ri^-ht. 

Ml'. Mattheavs. In navy yards? 

Mr. Davison. Not to any ^reat extent in navy yards except as 
individuals, because Ave aatu’c a little bit too strono* in the iniAW yards 
to let them in, but tluu-e are some. I su]>])ose in tlie navy yards, as 
individuals, but not as locals. 

]\Ir. ^Iattheavs. Do you have some documents or exhibits that you 
could supj)ly the committee Avith- 

Ml*. Davison. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Mattheavs. To illustrate- 

Mr. Daauson. I have the records of some of these men in our 
organization Avhose names IniA^e been referred to here. One in that 
;^rou]) Avhich Ave Avoukl not a^Tee to take in Avas Stephen Enbicky. 
He Avas expelled For bein^^ a member of the Communist Party, and 
then he furnished us Avith a statement stating that he Avas not and 
Avould not become a member of the Communist Party, and so forth. 
He Avas reinstated in the machinists and later on, of course, it de- 
velo])ed that his AAords didn’t mean anything. He AVas still a mem¬ 
ber although he laid denied it. So he Avas ex]>elled again. He Avas 
quite active in Lodge 1500. 

Mr. ^Mattheavs. llave you found it necessary to ex])el very many 
members ? 

]\Ir. Davison. Yes, sir. We have expelled cpiite a grou}). not only 
in NeAA* York but up in ^linnesota. 

Mr. JMattiieavs. Will you lea at these Avith the committee as an 
(‘xhibit ? 
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Mi‘. Davisox. If I cun tlicni buck. I inuy need them. AVe are 
huvinir u conventi(ni very shortly. 

Mr. AfATTiiFAvs. I iisk this be marked as an exhibit and ^ve will 
make a coj)y of it. 

The CiiAiK^fAX. And return it to him. 

(ddie doemnent referred to was marked ‘‘Davison exhibit No. 1,’' 
and made a part of tlie iwoi’d.) 

Mr. I) Avisox. Now a letter fi’om Andrew Over^aard, who was one 
of the men—which was one of the names mentioned here. That 
was li-iven to onr executive council on February G, 1936. He had 
pi-evionsly been e.xpelled from the machinists in Pittsburgh foi* 
being an active member of the Communists, and he together with 
Hathaway, who is now the editor, I believe, of the Daily AVorker, 
was expelled up in ^Minnesota. But on February G, 193G, Overganivl 
wrote this letter: 


FKiiKUAiiY (>, inUG. 

To the Exi-ci tive (’ocxcil of thf Ixteii.natioxal Assocaatiox of Machixists. 


Dear Sirs axd Brothers : I h(‘ret)y wish to make application for reiiistate- 
nieiit into the International Associations of Machinists. 

Since iny expulsion from the Internaticmal Association of Machinists. I hav(‘ 
done all in my power to spread the spirit of unionism anionj^ th(‘ machinists 
and metal work(*rs. I have been an active iiunnher of the independent metal 
workm-s* ors:anization since 10*JP. For ihe past year, J workcal as seci'etary of 
the ('oiinectient district (*f the Federation of Metal and Allied Unions. 

I wish to state to the exetaitive conncil that dnrin^*' the past few y(‘ars, I 
have realized, more than ever l>efore, rliat only one united or^>:anization of 
machinists ami metal workm-s can hrinj;- ahont decent working conditions in 
onr industry. Due to this realization. 1 am not only in agreement with th(‘ 
decisions <»f our general executive hoard and the various locals to amalgtimate 
with the Infernarional Association of Machinists, hut 1 have been advocating 
full supi)ort for such step since* the time onr convention and General Executive 
Bojird decided to labor fov such amalgamation. 

Upon b(‘ing reinstated into the International Association of Machinists tind 
upon tin* amalgamation becoming effective, it is in good faith that 1 pledge 
myself to work loyally for the International Association of Machinists and live 
up to its constitution and bylaws. 

1 wish to declare that i have no other intentions in making this statennent 
but to do my share to bring about a powerful International .Vssociation of 
^lachinist> in the industry. 

Sincerely yours, 


Axdrew ( ivekc.aakd. 


All the time he wa.^ woi'king with this gpou}). 

Mr. M.\ttiikws. Do you know anything about whether Andrew 
Overgaard went U) Russia as a delegate of the Red International 
I^abor Union ( 

]\Ir. Davisox. From my per.sonal knowledge I only know from the 
reeords that htive Iteeii huiit in onr organization of tliat visit he made. 
This was the trial that w(‘ gave him in the first instama*. I don't 
know that. 

Air. AI.vttiifavs. And was Clarence Hathaway also expelled fVom 
your union in Minne.sota? 

All'. Davisox. Yes, sir. That hajtpened in 1925. 

Air. AIattiiews. On the ground of being a Communist? 

Air. Davisox. A Communist: yes. At that time, in 1925 and 1926 
and along in that period we were engaged in quite a battle with the 
Communists in Northwest United States and in Canada. And we 
were doing all in onr power to eliminate this ‘‘boring fi‘om within,’' 
Avhieh at that time was I'atlier prevalent in these unions. AAA sue- 
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ceeded. I think, very well in northwest Canada Avlien they developed 

O. B. U. 

At Winnipeg, at a later period when onr conventions were in 
session, we took up this whole (piestion on the trial of ex|)elling a 
oroup of men there; and then decided to notify the entire membership 
that no Comnnniist conld become a member of the International 
Association of Machinists, and that if one was found and proven, he 
would l)e expelled. And we have followed that coin*se ever since. 

I have a document here that may be of some interest in furnishing 
a list of the officers of these unions that were taken over by our asso¬ 
ciation, and it later developed in this circular we issued on the Com¬ 
munist Party. And at that time they were going under a different 
jnime like a ‘^Trade Union Unity League,” and “Educational Bureau” 
of some description. They had about as many names as I suppose 
they conld coin. A list of these lodges in Philadelphia and ^sTw 
York, Brooklyn, Xewark, together with the notices we sent them with 
reference to turinng over the property and so forth to the organi¬ 
zation. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. AVe appreciate these documents, Mr. Davison. 

Mr. Daatson. I liave a number of others that I have refei'red to 
and the reasons for their expulsion. 

Mr. Matthews. That is all for today. 

The Chairman. Very well. We will meet tomorrow morning at 
10 o’clock. 

(Whereupon at 4:45 p. m., the hearing was adjourned until 
10 a. m., AVednesday, April 24, 1940.) 


IXVESTIGATIOX OF UX-AMERICAX PROPAiFVXDA 
ACTIVITIES IX THE UXITEI) STATES 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 1940 


House of Representatives, 

Co:NmiTTEE ON Un-American Activities, 

AY ashing ton^ D, G. 

The committee met at 10 a. m.. lion. Martin Dies (chairman), 
presiding. 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. The Chair 
announces a snbcommittee composed of the chairman, the gentleman 
from Xew Mexico. ^Ir. Dempsey, and the gentleman from New Jer¬ 
sey, Mr. Thomas. Let ns proceed, gentlemen. 

^Ir. Matitiews. Our first witness is Fred M. Howe. 

TESTIMONY OP PEED M. HOWE, SECRETARY, LOCAL 2, AMERICAN 
RADIO TELEGRAPHISTS’ ASSOCIATION 

The Chairman. Please rise and hold up your right hand. Do you 
solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help von God I 

:Mr. Howe. I do. ^ 

Mr. ^Matthews. Y"oui- name is Fred Howe ? 

]\Ir. Howe. My name is Fred i\I. Howe. 

The Chairman. M"ill you speak as distinctly as possible so we may 
hear you. 

]Mr. Maui iiEivs. Mr. Howe, where were you boi’ii ? 

Mr. Howe. In the State of New Hampshire. 

]\rr. ^NIauihews. ^Vhen ? 

^Ir. Howe. In the year 1888. 

Mr. Mattihavs. AVhat is your profession or occupation, Mr. Howe? 

^Ir. Howe. By profession 1 am a radio operator employed on ships. 

]\Ir. ^Iatthews. How long have you been a radio operator? 

Mr. IloivE. I learned the profession in 1918 in the Army, 

^Ir. Mauphews. AVas that in the Signal Corps of the Army ? 

Air. Howe. It was. 

Air. AlAuniEws. AVhat was the first union organization in the field 
of your profession? 

Air. IIowE. AVell, I tliink the first one was inferred to as the 
U. R. T. A.—United Radio Telegraphers’ Association. 

Air. AIatthews. AVhen was that founded ? 

Air, Howe. That was founded shortly after the AVorld AVar. 

Air. AIatthews. AATre yon a member of that organization? 

Air. Howe. No ; I was not. 
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]\Ir. Matthews. What was the first union in your field Avith Avhich 
you Avere associated ^ 

i\Ir. Hoave. The first union that I Avas affiliated Avith Avas the 
American Radio Association. 

Mr. MA'miEAA^s. Mlien was that organized? 

Mr. Hoave. That Avas organized the 17th day of August, 1931. 

Mr. INIatoheavs. Did you become a member of that union at once? 

Mr. Hoave. I Avas a charter member and was there the first night 
it Avas organized. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Where Avas it organized? 

Mr. Hoave. In NeAv York City. 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. "What Avas the subsequent develojnnent Avhich led 
to the abandonment of that union and the setting uj) of the next one, 
if there Avas some transition? 

Mr. HoAAm. IVe called the association the American Radio Associa¬ 
tion. That Avas later changed to the American Radio Telegraphists’ 
Association. 

Mr. Maitheavs. And is that knoAAm or was that knoAvn by the 
initials A. R. T. A.? 

Mr. HoAAm. It Avas. 

Mr. Mattheaa'S. And you carried over your membership into that 
organization ? 

Mr. Hoaae. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheaa's. When did that change occur? 

Mr. Hoave. The exact year I have forgotten, but I think in 1932. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And is the A. R. T. A. still in existence? 

]\Ir. Hoaa^e. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs. What relationshi]) does the A. R. T. A. have to 
the AmeiTcan Communications Association? 

Mr. Howe. That is a rather com])licated question. The pai’ent 
organization is noAv knoAvn as the American Communications As¬ 
sociation. I Avas elected when the maritime division of that parent 
organization was knoAvn as A. R. T. A., and Ave have maintained 
that name of A. R. T. A., Local 2. That Avas not changed. 

Mr. Mattheavs. You say Avhen you Avere elected. To what Avere 
you elected? 

INIr. Hoave. I Avas elected secretary-treasurer of A. R. T. A., Local 2. 
I might say in explanation that is referred to by some people as 
A. C. A. Local 2. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Are you still in possession of that office of secre¬ 
tary-treasurer of Local 2 of A. R. T. A. or A. C. A. ? 

Mr. Hoavej. Legally, I believe that I ani in possession of that office. 
Practically, I am not because I Avas throAvn out physically by Avhat 
Ave call in Avaterfront parlance a ^^goon squad,” 2 months after I 
Avas elected to office. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. When did that occur? 

Mr. Hoave. That occurred on the 6th day of February 1939. 

Mr. ISIattheavs. Will you please state the nature of your i)rofession, 
^Ir. IIoAve? 

Mr. Hoave. Tlie nature of my profession is radio operating on 
vessels of the American merchant marine and our duties aboard 
shi]) are to send and receive messages and take care of the apparatus 
in case it breaks down. Those are the general duties of my profession. 
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Mr. ]\Iaithews. Would tlie radio operator on board ship be the 
one man who is I'esponsible for maintaining, connection with the 
shore ? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. He is the sole communication oflicer. 

The CiiAiRMAX. The chairman wants to announce that a quorum 
of the full committee is present. We will go out of the subcom¬ 
mittee into the full committee. Present: The chaii'inan, ^Ir. Mason, 
]\rr. Thomas, and Mi*. Dempsey. Please proceed. 

]\lA'rriiEWs. Xow. ]Mr. Howe, who are the ollicers of the Amer¬ 
ican Communications Association ? 

]\fr. Howe. The piesident is ^Lervyn Kathborne. 

^Mr. Matthews. Will you si)ell that i 

Mr. Howe. M-e-i*-v-y-n K-a-t-h-b-o-r-n-e. And there are eight 
vice ])residents, two from each division. Two from the maritime 
(livisioiK two from the broadcast division, two from the telegraph 
division, and two from the point-to-point. 

?^Ir. ^[atthews. Can you give us the names of the eight vice 
]n*esidents of the American Communications xVssociation? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. sir. The first vice pi'esident of the maritime 
division is Koy Pyle. The second vice iiresident of the maiitime 
division i> James E. Croney. The vice ])resident of the broad¬ 

cast division is Lenne Old. I forget the second vice president's 
nauie of that division. 

^Ir. ^NIaitiiews. Is that Ward? 

Mr. Howe. Douglas Ward is the first vice president of the telegraph 
division. Josei^h P. Selly is the second vice president. I may have 
these reversed. I have forgotten how they stand. 

Aow. ]\lichael Afignon is the first vice president of the point-to-point 
divi.'^ion. That is spelled ^f-i-g-n-o-n. 

Mr. ]\lAT*rnEWS. Poberts? 

Mr. Howe. Plainest Pobeids is vice iiresident—I have forgotten 
which division. He is one of the vice presidents but I have forgotten 
for which division. 

Mr. Matthew.s. Taylor ? 

Mr. Howe. Howard Ta^dor is the vice president of the point-to-point 
division. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Is that Howard Taylor or Harold Taylor? 

Mr. Howe. I think it is Harold Taylor. 

Mr. MArniEws. Harold? 

Mr. Howe. Harold, I believe. 

Mr. ]Ma7Thews. Jordon? 

Mr. Howe. Chester Jordon is no longer a vice president of the A. C. 
A. He was first vice ]>resident. 

Mr. ]\Iatttiews. I think you have named the vice presidents. Xow, 
you are an official of the marine division? 

^Ir. Howe. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Of the marine division of the organization, are you 
not ( 

]Mr. Howe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. And are your members employed on vessels oper¬ 
ating to all parts of the world ? 

3Ir. Howe. Yes, sir. 
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ilr. ^Iattiiews. Will you please describe briefly the nature of the 
equipment that you operate on board ship? 

]\Ir. Howe. Ihich vessel of the merchant marine is equipped with a 
transmitter and a receivino; set. Transmitters vary in make-up and 
type but in general there is what we call the intermediate transmitter 
and also a shoi‘t-wave transmitter. 

The short-wave transmitter is you probaldy know, adapted for long 
distance and practically all of the passenger vessels today and many 
of the cargo and tanker ATSsels are equipped with shoi't-wave apparatus 
which makes it possible for an operator at sea in any part of the world 
to communicate with practically any other part of the world. He 
call be off the coast of Austi'alia and call up New York—Sidney, Aus¬ 
tralia, Shanghai, China, or IMoscow, Kussia. It is done every day on 
the majoi'ity of the vessels of the merchant marine. 

Hr. Matthews. Now, what is the largest or most powerful coast 
station in the world through which a great many of these messages 
from the ships all around the world go? 

^Ir. Howe. I doii't think there will be any dispute among radio op¬ 
erators as to the fact that WCC-WIINI at Chatham, Mass., is the best, 
the largest, and the most efficient marine coastal station in the world. 

JMr. IMatitiews. By whom is that owned ? 

Mr. Howe. It is owned by a subsidiary of the Eadio Corporation 
of America. 

ISIr. IMattiiews. Is it in constant touch with all parts of the world? 

Mr. Howe. It is in coiistant touch with all of the big passenger ships 
all over the world. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Will you please illustrate that from your own ex¬ 
periences as a radio operator aboard ship. 

Mr. Howe. Well, it is possible—I worked on a ship that went to 
the east coast of Africa, to Mombasa, and this ship was equipped 
with short-wave apparatus, and I was able at some time during the 
day or night, practically every day of that voyage, which lasted 
for 8 months and 20 days, to communicate directly with Chatham, 
Mass. 

i\Ir. Matthews. Did you ever have any experience aboard a ship 
that was not equipjied with short wave? 

^Ir. Howe. It is possible due to the fact that other ships are so 
equipped for a shi]) which is not equipped with short wave, to also 
work Chatham iiidiiectly. I was off tlie coast of Pitcairn Island, 
and I received a message from New York, from the compaijy’s office, 
that by the wa}^ was not sent via Chatham, but was sent via KPH, 
San Francisco. It was relayed by that station to Sidney, Australia, 
and given to a British ship, which in turn gave it to me. 

I received that message only a few hours after it was filed in 
New York. I was on a rusty old cargo vessel that was very poorly 
equipped with radio apparatus. 

]\Ir. IMatthews. Now, IMr. Howe, have you ever kimwn any Com¬ 
munist Party member who was employed at the Chatham, Mass., 
station about which you have been speaking? 

]\Ir. Howe. Thei-e was a man employed there who was one of the 
oi'ganizers of that station. He organized the men there or helped 
to organize them into the American Communications Association. 

Mr, ^[atthews. MTat was his name? 
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]SIr. Howe. His name, if I liave not forgotten, is Hollis O. Fair- 
child. 

^Ir. Thomas, ilr. Howe, do you know whether he is still em¬ 
ployed there? 

Howe. He was dischai’ged a few weeks ago due to the Neu¬ 
trality Act that was passed by Congress, which made it unprofitable 
for the station to employ so many men. They discharged seven men 
and Mr. Fairchild, 1 have learned, was one of those discharged. 

I know ^Ir. Fairchild was a Communist, is a Communist now, 
and was stationed at Chatham for a long period of time. He helped 
to oi’ganize the station. IVhat other work he did, I don't know. 

]\lr. iSlATriiEws. Can you name some of the other coastal stations 
on the Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf coasts of the United States? 

^Ir. Howe. There are stations located all along the Atlantic coast 
from Bar Harbor, ilaine, clear up through to Alaska. They are 
stationed every few miles along the coast. Some are liigh-powered 
stations and some ai*e low and some tire mediumsome are good and 
some are not so good. 

The station at Bar Harbor, Blaine, I believe that is where it is 
located, is owned by the Mackay Badio & Telegraph Co. 

There is one in Boston owned by the Tropical Radio. The call 
is AVBF. Stations ai-ound New York Harbor—we always go by 
their call letters—WSL, AVSF, WNY. And another very powerful 
station down the coast, which works ships for New York Harbor, 
is WSC\ located at Tuckei'ton, N. J. 

There is a station in Philadelphia, WNW, privately owned by two 
men, which works ships going up the Delaware only. 

Anothei* station in Baltimore, AVMH, is owned by the city of 
Baltimore. 

The station at Norfolk, Va., is run by the Navy—NAJI are the 
call letters. Stations all the way down the coast until we get to 
Miami. The station there is owned by the Tropical Radio. That 
is a subsidiary of the United Fruit Co. It is a very high-class, high- 
powered, very efficient station. There is also a station there owned 
by the Radio Corporation of America. The call letters are WOE. 

Another one on the coast of Floilda is owned by the iNlackay 
Radio Co. Its call letters are WiMR. There is another one in New 
Orleans which call letters are IVNU. Another one in Port Arthur, 
T(*x., WPA, and those on the west coast, San Pedro, Calif.—KSE, 
Radio Corporation of America. KOK, Los Angeles, owned; bv 
Mackay. WPH, San Francisco, the Radio Corporation. KFS by 
iSIackay. 

Station in Seattle owned by the city of Seattle and in the Panama 
Canal thei'e are no privately owned stations. They are owned by 
the Navy Department. Vessels arriving or departing from the Canal 
Zone work this particular naval station. 

The stations up in Alaska. I believe, are owned by the Army— 
Coast Guard Government stations. 

Mr. ^Iaittiews. Now, iSIr. Howe, do you know whether oi* not 
members of the A. C. A. who aie also members of the Communist 
Party have gone into Government service during the ])ast few years? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. T know some that have gone into the Govern¬ 
ment service—C. A. A.—and also into the private airway companies. 
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I believe tliese men liave been sent there with a piii*pose. They are 
well known Communists, and there is a move on foot right now 
to have these men get into key positions in the airways radio service. 

I recall distinctly two men. One by the name of Walter Adams 
who went into a Government airways station in Kentucky. Another 
man h\ the name of Thomas C. Ault, a well-known Communist Party 
member, formerly an organizer for local 2, A. 11. T. A., New York, 
a man who was arrested in Ecuador for distributing subversive 
literature. 

Mr. ^SIaithews. Was that Communist literature? 

Mr. Howe. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. INlATiniEws. And was this Ault who was ari-ested in Ecuador? 

^Ir. Howe. That is l ight. He went into the Government airways 
service station at Camden, N. J., and later near Baltimore, Md. 

Mr. Thomas. Mr. Chairman, do I understand you, Mr. Howe, to 
say that the Communist Party had placed these gentlemen of theirs 
in these radio stations? 

Mr. Howe. That is what I said; yes. I didn’t say ‘hhe Com¬ 
munist Party.” 

Mr. Dempsey. Did you say ^placed” or ‘^mcouraged’’ them to go 
into it? How could they place them? 

Mr. Howe. Well, the party itself could not ])lace them, but they 
could request these men to go into this j^articular service, and know¬ 
ing as we do that they are required to do as they are ordered to do, 
we know that they do that. 

Mr. Matthews. I think you meant by the word '^])laced”- 

Mr. Tiio^ias. I might have used that Avord. I don’t say the Avit- 
ness used it. I might have used the Avord. I think Mr. Dempsey is 
correct. 

The (hiAiEMAN. That has been cleared up. Let us proceed. 

]Mr. Mattiieavs. Do you knoAv a Ben Kosset ? 

Mi\ Hoave. Yes; I knoAv Ben Posset very Avell. He is a Com¬ 
munist. He recenth' Avorked on the steamship Crhtolxih oAvned by 
the Panama Kailroad & Steamship Co., Avhich is a GoAwmnent cor- 
])oration ship running from New York to Cristobal, C. Z. 

Ben Rosset is a AA^ell-knoAvn Communist in local No. 2. He Avas 
einjiloyed aboard this ship until he Avas recently discharged. Now 
he is on another GoATrnment-OAvned ship named the Mormacgull.^ 
paid for by the Maritime Commission. 

IMr. ^Iaiyiieavs. ]\I-o-r-m-a-c-g-u-l-l ? 

INIr. Hoave. That is right. 

IMr. Mattiieavs. Was Mr. Rosset, to your knoAvledge, ever arrested 
for distributing Communist literature? 

IMr. Hoave. Mr. Rosset Avas arrested in Lisbon, Portugal, for dis¬ 
tributing Communist literature and Avas discharged, as I understand, 
])y the Export Steamship Corporation because he got in bad Avith 
Uie police in Lisbon. 

Mr. IMA^miEAVS. Noav, do you knoAV Avhether or not any Communists 
occupy key positions on the largest and finest A^essels of the Amer¬ 
ican merhant marine ? 

IMr. Hoave. Yes, I knoAv that to be a fact and it is an attempt of 
the Communist Party fraction in the American Communication As¬ 
sociation to place good party members aboard the best of ships. 
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]Mi-. ^[A'miEws. And by that you moan instruct them to get those 
positions if they can obtain them? 

]\lr. Howe. They instruct tliem to get them and assist them in get¬ 
ting them. One man by the name of Joseph Belleza, of Portugese 
extraction, he was recently on the steamship Manhattan^ one of the 
largest American })assenger vessels. He is not on there at the pres¬ 
ent moment, however, because the com])any discharged him. 

Another man by the name of Kobert Kay on the AVa-^'ihington — 
a troublemaker of the first order and causes trouble aboard every 
ship that he goes on. 

^Ir. Dempsey. Is he Communist ? 

]\Ir. Howe. As far as I know he is well known to be such in local 
Xo. *2, A. li. T. A. He follows the Communist Party line on all 
occasions. 

]\lr. Matthews. Do you knoAV Arthur Gobbles? 

ilr. Howe. I do. 

]Mr. ilATTiiEws. Do you know what shiji he is on? 

]Mr. Howe. Arthur Gobbles has been on many ships. You would 
have to check up at the moment to find out exactly what ship he is on. 
Arthur Gobbles is slightly off in the upper story, as we say. 

]\Ir. JIattiiews. Do you know him to be a Communist? 

:Mr. Howe. Y es, he is known to be a Communist. 

]\Ir. Ma'ithews. Do you know Samuel Levin ? 

Mr. Howe. Yes; I know Samuel LeAun. He is radio-telephone op¬ 
erator on the Was/u'nc/fotK steamshij) Washingfofi oAvned by the 
United States Lines. 

Jlr. JIattheavs. Do you know him to be a Communist ? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes. 

Mr. jMattiieavs. Do you knoAv a Mr. Gottesfeld? 

Mr. Hoave. I knoAV Jack Gottesfeld cpiite well. He is a trouble¬ 
maker and a Communist of the first order. 

ill*. Mattheavs. Do you know AAdiat ship he is on ? 

]Mr. Hoave. The last I kneAv he Avas on the steamship President 
Roosevelt but he is not there at this time. 

Mr. ]MATrHEAvs. Do 3T)u knoAV men on the steamship Orientel 

Ml*. Hoave. Yes. That has been a Communist ship for the last 2 
or 3 yeai*s. It runs to Havana, Cuba, from XeAV York. The chief 
operator today is named Joseph de la Hunt. 

Idle Chairmax. Hoav do you spell that ? 

Mr. IIoAA^E. d-e 1-a H-u-n-t. 

Mr. Matpheavs. Spelled Avith a capital H-u-n-t? 

^Ir. Hoave. That is right. 

^Ir. ]\Iattiiews. Do you knoAv him to be a Communist ? 

]Mr. Hoaa’E. I knoAv him to be a Communist. He ahvaA'S carries a 
Daily Worker in his pocket at all times and is Avell knoAvn in Arta 
local 2 to be a Communist. 

Before he hecame the chief radio officer on that vessel they had 
a man bv the name of Joseph Pearlman Avho Avas chief radio officer. 
He is AA'ell knoAA’ii to be a party member and a very radical Com¬ 
munist and a troublemakei*. And I Avould like to say that the steam¬ 
ship Oriente is one of the finest class of its class in the American 
merchant marine. It is a famous excui'sion boat that runs betAATen 
XeAV York and Cuba. 

ilr. Mattheaa*s. Do a*ou knoAV ilax Buch? 


ltx-a:merican i^ropaganda activities 


7964 

^h\ Howe. ^Max Bucli is a Xew York radio operator, a Communist, 
and a member of the party, and also a troublemaker aboard ship. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know what ship he is on now? 

Mr. Howe. I could not say at tlie moment. I believe he was on 
the Monterey of the New York & Cuba ]Mail Steamship Co. 

Mr. Thomas. I think in the case of all these shi]is it would be help¬ 
ful for the record if we also had the name of the steamship company 
at the time we o-et the name of the ship. 

INfr. Howe. I would like to explain that these radiomen change 
their ships quite frequently, and it is diflicult to say at any particular 
moment who is on what ship. 

j\lr. Thomas. My suggestion was that when you name a ship that 
you also name the company at the same time. 

]\Ir. Howe. I will do that. 

Mr. INIatthews. You mentioned the Man/taffan, We Avill go back 
over the ships and you give for the record the names of the companies. 

Mr. Howe. The Manhattan is used by the United States Lines 
Steamship Co. 

i\Ir. AIatt’iiews. The ashing ton? 

^Ir. Howe, That is owned by the same company. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Crhtohal? 

^Ir. Howe. The Cristohal is owned by the Panama Railroad & 
Steamsldp Co., a (xovernment corporation. 

Mi\ M ATTHEWs. The Orientef 

Mr. Howe. That is owned by the New York & Cuba Mail Steam¬ 
ship Co. 

iNIr. Matthews. President Roosevelt? 

Mr. Howe. That is owned by the United States Lines Steamship 
Co. 

INIr. INIattheavs. The Monterey? 

Mr. Hoave. The Monterey is oAvned by the NeAv York & Cuba Mail. 

Mr, INIattheavs. Noav, do you knoAv HoAvard Stroebel? 

Mr. Hoave. Howard Stroebel is a radio ineiiiber— a member of 
A. R. T. A. local 2, and I believe a graduate of Columbia UniAwsity— 
a Communist. 

Mr, IMattheavs. Do you knoAv Avhat ship he has been on recently? 

Mr. Hoave. The last I knew he Avas on the American Shipper. 

Mr. ]\Iattiieavs. Of AAdiat line? 

Mr. Hoaa^e. The United States Lines. ^ 

^Ir. ^Iaitiieavs. Do you knoAV Harry Schlengier? 

Mr. Hoave. Harry Schlengier is a radio operator. I belieAT at 
present he is employed on the steamship Annapella of the Standard 
Fruit Co. It runs betAveen New York and Honduras and Jamaica 
and other ports of the West Indies. 

Mr. ]Mattheavs. Do you knoAv :Mr. Schlengier to be a Communist? 

Mr. Hoave. Mr. Sclilengier told me that he had been a member 
of the iiarty. 

It Avas the policy of the party a short time ago to say that their 
members ai'c ex-members of the party. Harry Schlengier told me 
a year ago that he Avas such an ex-member and proceeded to dem- 
onsti’ate to eATryone in local 2 that he aatis still a good party 
member by backing up the Communists Avhen they took possession 
of A. R. T. A., Local 2, and tlireAv out the legall}^ elected officials of 
that organization. 
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]\Ir. ]\Ia'ittiews. Do you know II. P. Jensen? 

Mr. IIowE. IT. P. Jensen is also a Conunnnist and a tronbleniaker. 
The last T knew he was on the steamship City of Uayville. Tliat is 
also a (loverninent-owned vessel, owned by the Ignited States ]\Iari- 
tinie C'onnnission and was ninning at that time for the American 
IMoneer Line. 

Mr. Matthews. Do yon know Vaetold Lamont ? 

Mr. II OWE, I know him very well. He is also a Communist, a 
member of the ])arty and the last I knew he was working on the 
sieamshi}) jSan Jfont. That is owned by the Xew York & Cuba ]\Iail 
Steamship Co. The ship runs between Xew York and ports in Mexico. 
It was running to Puerto Kieo. 

Mr. Tiio:mas. ilr. Chairman. I would like to ask another question 
right there. On these various shijis that you have named about 
wiiat is the average number of radio operators they have on one 
of those ships? 

]^Ir. H OWE. On cargo vessels there is always only one. On passen¬ 
ger vessels there are always three or more. 

]\rr. Tho:\[as. So on the ships that you have mentioned where they 
liave Communists as I'adio operators, sometimes the lone operator is 
a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Howe. That is right; yes. Thei*e are only two ships that I 
recall at the moment that have more than three operators on board. 
Those two ships are the Manhattan and the MaMilngton. Each of 
tho^e Iras five: all of the others have three except the freight and 
tankers, and they have one. 

^Ir. ]MA'rTiiEws. Do you know ^Ii*. Santo ? 

^Ir. Howe. Mr. Santo is a member of the A. R. T. A., Local 2, is a 
Communist and mendjer of the party. The last time I saw him he 
was sitting in the radio room on the yacht Sea Ctoud, owned by 
the Ambassador to Belgium. He copies and receives radiogTams 
sent to and from the beautiful yacht Sea Cloud owned by Ambas¬ 
sador Davies of the Ihiited States, Ambassadoi* to Belgium. 

^Ir. Tiioinlas. How many operators would they have on that par¬ 
ticular yacht ? 

Mr. Howe. He was the only man I found in the radio room at the 
time. He was chief, but I understand they carry three. However, 
there is no law governing the number that they carry on a yacht; 
it is |)urely up to the owner. 

Mr. Mattihavs. 'Mv. How(‘, has it been your business as an official 
of the A. R. T. A. or the American Communication Association to 
know wlio are Communists and who are not ? 

Ml-. Howe. I made it my l)usiuess to find out exactly who were 
and who were not Communists and members of the party. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Will you please state briefly how you are able 
to know in eases where a man does not show you his party member¬ 
ship book that he is a Communist? 

yiw Howe. Well, you woiildirt need to get any inside information 
fi-om the party itself to know exactly who they are. 

You can always tell by the way they work; by the wa}" they work 
in the union for the party. 

The Communist Party, as we all know by reading its books and 
papers and magazines, tells their members that they must get con¬ 
trol of all labor unions, and get into- a labor union, and they work 
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with that one object in view, to control that labor union; doesn’t 
matter how they do it. They have no ethical standards whatsoever. 
If they can’t do it by one means they will resort to any other 
means available, including physical force, and that is what the mem¬ 
bers of the international executive board of A. C. A. used in the 
case of A. R. T. A., Local 2. 

You cannot attend a membership meeting, as I attended them for 
several years, without knowing exactly who these men are, because 
they follow what we all know to be the party line. We could always 
anticipate from one week to the other exactly what was coming up at 
the next meeting because we knew the party line, and we knew how 
they would line up. We could look over the meeting, and if we 
knew every man in there we could tell exactly how the vote was 
going to come out. 

We anticipated every meeting. In addition to that, we also talked 
to members who do know that these men are members of the party. 
We receive personal letters. I have several here today that I would 
like to read from tO' prove that some of the higher officials of the 
American Communications Association are members of the Conn 
munist Party and have been for years. And they are in there for 
the sole purpose of getting control of communications and in time 
of war sew them up, tie them up, and hel]i the party take over the 
United States and the industries in the United States and establish 
a soviet system. We do know who the Communists are in A. C. A., 
and everyliody—every member there who has any intelligence—knows 
exactly who they are. 

Mr.*]\I atttiews. Who are the A. C. A. delegates in New York? 

Mr. How^e. IVhat they call the international organizer. It is a 
high-sounding name, but the job is held by Murray "Winnocur. He 
is now called the international oi’ganizer, and the reason he is 
so called is because he is being paid by what they call the international 
office of the A. C. A. He has a brother by the name of Jacob, who 
is also a delegate, or has been a delegate, and who attacked me physi¬ 
cally on the street here last August and called me all kinds of insult¬ 
ing* names, which he didn’t get by with, by the way, and he is a 
delegate, and has been acting secretary of the Boston office of the 
marine division of A. C. A., and for the last 2 weeks he has been 
acting secretai'y of the New York office, marine division, of A. C. A. 

These two men are Communists; members of the Communist Party, 
and they are vicious, and they will sto]) at nothing to accomplish 
their ends—a sit-down strike or slugging if necessary. 

Mr. IMattiiews. Do- you know who tlie secretary of local 4 in 
Baltimore is? 

Mr. Howe. The secretary of local 4 in Baltimore is Paul Roth¬ 
man, a well-known member of the party—has been for years. He 
has appeared here in AYashington at various times before govern¬ 
mental committees—made himself ridiculous by his actions, and I 
believe that he has engaged in illegal activities in connection with 
W. P. A. in Baltimore. 

Mr. INfATTHEWs. M^ill you explain, please, what those activities were? 

^fr. Howe. He wrote me letters 2 years ago to send down as many 
of our unemployed members as we could s])are to the city of Balti¬ 
more to go on W. Ih A. I didn’t know what the racket was. They 
were sent down. I later learned that they were put on W. P. A., I 
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])elievti contrary to law. I understood later that the man liad to 
swear that he quit a shi]) in Baltimore. If he had ({uit a ship in 
Baltimoi’e the W. P. A. allowed liiin to ^o on thei]' projects tliere, 
hut th(‘se men tliat were sent down from New York at Rothman’s 
request, did not quit sliips in Baltimore—not witliin recent years. I 
tliink that slioukl he investigated by somebody that is interested. 

Mr. MATriitAvs. Do you know wlio tlie secretary of local 3 in 
San Francisco is? 

Mr. Howe. Secretary of local 3 in San Francisco is R. 'SL Han¬ 
sen. He is a young fellow and is a very vicious one and an uni'ea- 
sonable Communist. He is very dangerous to tlie American Mer¬ 
chant I\Iarine because from his point of view the sliipowner and tlie 
(Tovernnumt and everyone in tlie world is wrong but Hansen is riglit. 
He Uses Harry Bridges longshoremen and as many of the other 
maritime crafts as possible to gain his ends. He signs the most 
ridiculous agi*eements (hat could be imagined. They contain every¬ 
thing except taking the ships ovei\ 

Mr. Matfitews. You stated he was a Communist, did you? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. 

Mr. ]\lA'rriimvs. Do vou know who the secretary of local G in 
Seattle. Wash.. is ? 

Mr. Howe. Secretary of local G is T. J. Van Erman, a Communist, 
membei* of the party. He has been on the C. I, O. pay roll as an or¬ 
ganizer in Seattle and also in Alaska. He has been an organizer 
in the Culf of IVIexico and is mixed up in all kinds of C. I. O.-com- 
munisiii as a radical organizer, 

^Ir. Matthews. Do you know who is secretary of local 1 in Bos¬ 
ton { 

Mr. Howe. The secretary of local 1 in Boston doesn’t exist any 
more because of the fact that local 1 was taken over by local 2 in 
New York. The secretary of local 1 was Richard J. Golden. He 
resigned under fire of the Communists. The Communists went to 
lb)ston. a full automobile load of them. They })ut Golden on the 
s))ot and told him to lesign or they would come down thei*e and 
take ovei* the same as they took over local 2. Golden was forced out 
and the New York local took over local 1 in Boston without any 
semblance of legality whatsoever. 

Mr. ]\lArrnEws. Do you know who the secretary of local 20 in 
Cleveland is? 

Mr. Howe. The seci-etary of local 20 in Cleveland—his name was 
Leonard Ander.son. I don't believe he is there any more. He was 
thei'e a yeai* or so ago. He was a well-known Communist and I 
might hay he succeeded a man by the name of William Hathaway, 
who was killed in Spain fighting for S])anish democracy. 

.Mr. ^Matthews. Do vou know Kenneth Go.ss? 

Mr. Howe. Y es. Kenneth Goss was a member of local 1, A. C. A., 
in B(iSton, and he was employed on a fish trawler. I met IMr. Goss 
in Boston last July. Ih-evious to that he was on one of the around- 
the-worid American President Line l)()ats. the name of which ship T 
have forgotten temporarily. Kenneth Goss is a well-known Com¬ 
munist and talks communism to everyone that will listen to liiin and 
he is therefore a dangei*ous character to have aboard any mei’chant 
ship, especially in time of war. 
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Mr. ]\Iatthews. Do you know J. L. Fishbein? 

Mr. IIowE. I don’t know Fishbein in person. I have heard a lot 
about him. He was also a meml^er of local 1 , A. C. A., Boston, and 
is well known there to be a Communist. 

I made inquiries when I was there from a ^reat many men and 
they all told me the same story—that Fishbein was a Communist. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know Kai‘l Lundqiiist? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, I know Karl Lundquist very well, personally. 
Karl Lundquist is a Communist and is a member of the party and is 
also an agitator and a personal nuisance aboard every ship upon 
which he works. He is always mingling with the crew back aft and 
hnding fault with the way the ship is run. He is one of these men 
who is never satisfied. 

Mr. Mati'hews. Do you know a man by the name of Antonacci? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, I know Mr. Antonacci very well. 

Mr. JMatthews. Will 3^011 spell his name? 

Mr. Howe. A-n-t-o-n-a-c-c-i, I believe. 

]\Ir. Matthews. What do ^nu know about Mr. xVntonacci? 

INIr. Hoave. Pie is a ^nung fellow of Italian extraction, a Com¬ 
munist, a member of the part 3 \ 

Mr. Matthews. Do 3^011 knoAv his first name? 

Mr. Hoave. I think it is Antone. I Avouldn’t AA^ant to bet on that, 
though. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Xo ; aatit 3^011 going to say something else about him? 

]\lr. HoAAm. He is a typical Communist—a 3 ^oung felloAV of enthu¬ 
siasm. The woi'ld must be changed (luickly. He Avants the i-eA^olution 
to take place tomorroAv if possible. 

ilr. Mattheaa^s. Xoav, INIr. IIoAA’e, do 3^011 kiioAA^ ain thing about the 
connection betAATen the Ameiican Communications Association and 
the National Maritime Union, and the Transport Workers’ Union, 
particularly the XeAv York local? 

Mr. Hoaa^e. They are all linked up together. Of course that is the 
Communist Part 3 ^ line, as AAe all knoAv, but the National Maritime 
Union is more closely linked up Avith the American Communications 
Association than any other union. As a matter of fact the old 
A. K. T. A. Avas the founder of the National ]\Iaritime Union. 

When Joe Curran ])ulled his men off the steamship California in 
1936. it AA\as A. R. T. A.. Local 2 . that furnished the money and rented 
the hall, guaranteed the telejJione bills for Joe Curran’s so-called 
rank and file of the old I. S. U. We receiATd a telephone bill in 
local 2 of almost $400 AAdiich AAas incurred bv Curran’s rank and file 
office at 164 11 th AATnue, Ncaa^ York City, duilng the strike. Local 
2, A. R. T. A., together AAuth the national office of A. R. T. A. 
backed Curran's rank and file moATinent from its ATry inceptioiu 
TheA^ Avorked veiT closel 3 " on all occasions. 

One of the reasons wh}\ perhaps, I AA^as thi’oAvn out Avas because 
I refused to AAT)i-k Avitli such kind of men as Joe Curran and Blackie 
MeATrs and Jack LaAvrence Avho arc* in there for some ulterioi’ pur¬ 
pose other than tlie benefits to the radio officers or the seamen 
involved. 

ilr. ]Mattheaa\s. Now, wliat connections are there in tlie Avav of 
cooperation lictween the A. R. T. A. and the Transport Workers’ 
Lhdon of Avhich Michael Quill is the head? 


UX-AMEUICAN I^KOEAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7969 


Mr. IIowE. Well, they are all linked up together in this way: That 
the Connnnnisl Parly desii’es to tie up coinmnnications and ti*ans- 
portation. It so ha])pens that the Transport AVorkers’ Union is a 
land union and the Maritime Union, the Xational Maritime Union, 
is a water union, so to speak. One is engaged in organizing men on 
land and ihe othei* in organizing transpoid workers on the sea. 

Air. ALvrriiEws. Do you know anything about the situation with 
respect to Communist control in th(‘ Postal Telegraph? 

Air. Howe. It is very easily seen that the Communist faction in 
the A. C. A. controls the Postal Telegraph at least 99 percent. The 
lk)stal Telegi‘a})h Co. is organized by the American Communica¬ 
tions Association. I attended the last two national conventions 
of that held in Xew York in 1937 and 1938, and the Communist 
Pally got everything that it wanted. Xo {piestion in my mind but 
what the Communist Party controls the A. C. A. 99 ])ercent. 

As a mattei- of fact they control in 100 peivent but by 99—I mean 
about 99 })ei*cent of the officials ai‘e actually Communists, members 
of the jiarty. 

Air. AIaiuiiews. Do you know of your own knowledge whethei' 
prominent labor leaders in the Ihiitcd States find it necessary to use 
other telegra])h services because of their knowledge of the Com¬ 
munist Party’s control ( 

Air. Howe. I have heard that the officials of Postal Telegraph 
Co. themselves refuse to send messages via Postal Telegraph because 
they know very well the stooges who are employed by Postal Tele¬ 
graph. who are members of A. C. A., may reveal the contents of 
the messages. I know that has been the case several times to my 
pei-sonal knowledge. 

Air. AIattiiews. AATaf is the situation with respect to Communist 
Party control in the cables? 

Air. Howe. AAYll, the A. C. A. has an agreement with the French 
Cables Co. and it also has an agreement with K. C. A. C., which 
means the liadio Communications Corporation that has jurisdiction 
over the point-to-])oint radio services, such as between Xew York 
and Buenos Aires and Xew York and Aloscow, Xew York and parts 
of England. In fact, all over the woiffil. The A. C. A. has organ¬ 
ized tlie communication workei's that handle this ])oint-to-])oint 
communication. 

All*. AIattiiews. Does the xV. C. xV. have a signed agreement with 
the Gio))e AVireless^ 

Air. Howe. They have a signed agi-eemeut with the Globe AVire- 
less which is an organization which communicates mainly with the 
xVmerican Pi-esident Line vessels and also interoffice communication 
of the Ameri(*an President Line, formerly the Dollar Steanishi]) 
Lines. 

Air. AIattiiews. Does the xV. C. ^V. liave a signed agreement with 
the Press AVireless? 

Air. IIowE. They do foi’ the west coast and Honolulu. They re¬ 
cently called a strike on the west coast and won their demands. 
They tied up the AVii*eless ]h*ess—(he Press AA^ir(‘le.ss servi(‘e for 
several weeks, I believe it was. and I believe they got everything 
that they askcal for. The service in the meantiine was com})letely 
at a standstill. 
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Mr, Matthews. Now, what is a deadhead message? 

INIr. Howe. A deadhead message is RSiially one sent by someone 
who has a frank—doesn’t cost liim anything. 

Mr. Matthews. And wliat is the situation according to your in¬ 
formation witli reference to sending deadhead messages by cable via 
these stations where they have control ? 

Mr. Howe. Well, I would like to explain that. The radio service 
on American ships is controlled to some extent by two major radio 
service com]ianies and by that I mean that these companies manu¬ 
facture or sell the radio equipment on board and they furnish the 
service and they furnish the radio operator on the vessel and when a 
company hires a man he must also be approved by the radio service 
company because the radio service company either iTiits that equip¬ 
ment to the company or owns it oi* they have a contract with the 
company. 

So the radio service comjianies give the radio operator a frank 
and he can send anything from that ship to one of the company’s land 
stations free of charge. The only charge he has to pay is a small 
land-line charge that is usually between 3 and 11 cents per ^\ord 
to all parts of the United States. Three cents to the city of the 
area in which the land station is located. So he could send a message 
for 30 cents which would cost anyone else $*2 or $3. 

Mr. Thomas. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask this question. 
Mr. Howe, what governmental agency has regulatory authority over 
communications? 

Mr. Howe. The Federal Communications Commission. 

Mr. Thomas. Do you know whether the P^deral Communications 
Commission has taken any action in regard to these Communists who 
are radio operators in our ships? 

Mr. Howe. No. So far as I know no action was ever taken. 

Sir. Dempsey. Does the Federal Communications Commission have 
any jurisdiction over personnel on ships? 

Air. Howe, No: I don’t believe they have, from what I have read 
of the act—I don’t believe so. 

The Chairman. They don’t. 

Mr. Dempsey. They have nothing to do with it? 

T\\q Chairman. They couldn't fire a man because he was a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

]\Ir. Howe. No. The only time they could take action would be 
if this man had violated some rule of the Commission or some law 
Avhich the Commission is charged with enforcing. 

Mr. Dempsey. The Commission carries out the law that the Con¬ 
gress enacted and that is the only authority they have, isn't it? 

Mr. Howe, Yes, sir; so far as i know, that is. 

The Chairman. Let us proceed. 

]\Ir. Thomas. Maybe it would be a good idea to change, some of 
the la^vs. 

Mr. Dempsey. And we are trying to get you to do it. 

iSIr. Thomas. And I am willing to take it up at the next executive 
session. 

The Chairman. Go ahead. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Mr. Howe, do you have personal knowledge of a 
slow-down strike on board ships, carried out by members of the- 

The Chairman, Well, I don't believe you completed this dead- 
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head message question—how they are able to transmit messages. 
IVei-en't you about to ^et down to that ? AVasn’t the question whether 
or not the Communists- 

^fr. i\lAiTiiEWS. Are able to utilize their privilege for deadhead 
messages. 

Air. llowio. There would be no charge as far as the ship was con¬ 
cerned. You must understand that when any man sends a message 
from ship to shore, the following charges prevail: Eight cents per 
word for the ship tax; for the land station which receives the land 
message the rate varies anywhere from 8 to 15 cents, dej^ending on 
the station, the company and the country that controls the station. 
And then you have got the land-line charges which vary in various 
parts of the world. Some countries have a blanket rate for the whole 
fountry of 1 or cents a word or otlier countries like this country 
charge by zones. 

As I said awhile ago, the late is 3 cents minimum for the area in 
Avhich the station is located, but if the message is received b}^ a Xew 
York station, for example, and is transmitted by land line to San 
Francisco, there would be 11 cents per word charge for the land lines. 
So that would be 8 plus 10 for the coastal station charge, plus 11 for 
the land line. 

AYell, now, a Communist or anyone else for that matter, aboard the 
ship could save the 8 cents per word ship charge, the 10 cents per 
word land-line chaige or coastal station charge would be only 8. He 
would be required to pay the land-line charge which would be 3 cents 
for Xew York or 11 cents across the country. I think that is about 
all. 

ilr. Dempsey. Let me ask you this question: Do you send any 
messages from a ship that you do not keep a record of on board? 

Mr. Howe. Xo; you must according to the F. C. C. regulations 
keep a record of every message. 

Mr. Dempsey. That is also true of the receiving station, isn’t it? 

Air. Howm. Yes. 

Air. Dempsey. They keep a record? 

Air. Howe. They must. 

Air. Dempsey. Xow, do you mean to tell the committee that a Com¬ 
munist or any employee having a frank is permitted to send any 
kind of a telegram or message they desire ? 

AI)*. Howe. Under the restrictions the law gives the master of the 
vessel the right to censor any message that is sent or received on board 
the vessel, but there is nothing to prevent the radio officer from send¬ 
ing anything that he wants to send when the captain is not in the 
room. And in fact it could be done if he were in the room because 
not knowing the code he could not tell what the man was sending. 

Air. De.aipsey. AVhat about the receiving station? 

Air. Howe. Well, they would receive it. 

Air. Demp.sey. There would be a i*ecoi*d of it. Avouldn’t there? 

Air. Tno^t.vs. The same thing could apply there. Thei*e need not 
be a record if tlie}’ are both Communists. 

Air. Howe. AYs. Two could arrange between themselves—suppos¬ 
ing a man in Afoscow was delegated to work someone on the steamshi]) 
ManJiaffan, It would be ])rearranged that they would use false call 
letters. They would not use the call letters of the ilanhaffan and 
they would not use the call letters of the AIoscow station. They 
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use some other call' letters. They ini^-ht use a Chinese call. 
So they call, and anyone hearing that wonld think that there was 
some Clnnese ship and some Chinese land stations actuall}^ communi¬ 
cating with each other. No one could tell that it was the Manhattan 
and Stoscow working each other. 

So they could send their messages- 

Mr. Dempsey. Do you know of any instances of that kind? 

Mr. Howe. Oidy to this extent: That it is so common among oper¬ 
ators to work each other, especially from one ship to the other, that 
it is done thousands of times every day and those are not regular 
messages, although under the rules, under the law, they would require 
abstracting and a notation in the log. but it is not done. And I 
might also say that the coastal stations are so busy that they actually 
in practice do not make a notation of everything that they send. If 
they did they would neA^r send much of anything. All they do is to 
make a notation every 15 minutes that they heard something; that 
they worked a certaiii ship. Although the rules require that every 
time they operate the transmitter they must make an entry in the log, 
but the ruling is so ridicidous that it can’t be done. 

Mr. Thomas. You don’t haA^e to have a neAV hiAv on that? 

Mr. Mattheavs. Mr. Hoavc. from your knoAvledge of the Communist 
Party members, and the Communist Party teachings, Avould it be 
your conclusion that the Communists AA^ould not hesitate to violate 
regulations of the kind that you describe? 

Air. Hoave. a Communist has jmsitively no principles and no ethics. 
The better Communist he is the poorer are his etliics and principles. 
There is nothing that a good Communist Avill not do to further the 
aims and ]:)urposes of the ]:)arty. 

Mr. INIattheavs. I asked you some time ago if you kneAV AAdiether or 
not labor leaders in America found it inadvisable to use the Postal 
Telegra])h and you did not answer my (question directly. You spoke 
of the officials of the concern itself. Will you ansAver that question ? 

Mr. Hoave. I am sorry, I did not completely ansAver your question. 
The organization that I am noAv em]doyed by. the Coinmercial Teleg¬ 
raphers’Union, Maritime Division, never uses Postal Telegraph. We 
AAmuld like to use Postal Telegraph because it is organized, but aac 
can’t do it because Ave don’t trust tlie Communist members in the 
Postal Telegraph to deliA^er the messages promptly, efficiently, and 
accurately, and witliout revealing their contents to someone else. 
lYe knoAV the Communists so AA^ell that avc Avould not trust any mes¬ 
sage in their hands. We ahvays use Western Union. 

^Ir. ^MAn’HEAVs. AVhat do you knoAv about the sIoav doAvn? 

jMr. HoAAm. There Avas a sIoav doAAm in ISIackay Kadio coastal sta¬ 
tions only a fcAv Aveeks ago. The o])erators at tlie Mackay coastal sta¬ 
tions are the best operators in the AAmi*ld—second to none—40 to 45 
AAmrds a minute is a common thing Avith them. And that is high speed 
in radio transmission and reception. 

In 01‘der to Avin their demands, the demands AAdiich A. C. A. Avas 
making, they put tliemselATs in tlie Ioaa^csI class of the operating pro¬ 
fession by means of a sloAv-down strike and advertised to all of the 
Avorld that Avas listening in foreign sliips of eA^ery nationality, that 
the Mackay Kadio men AAere amateurs, and it took 2 hours to get 
a message through that should have been I’cceived in 2 minutes. 
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And that lasted foi' 2 or woeks until the (‘oin|)any was forced to 
t!:ive in to them. Aliev didn't quit tlieir jobs. Tliey didn’t go on 
sti’ike. They merely refused to work. 2 V ship would call np a IMackay 
coastal station anti he Avould receive a reply: "'Can hardly hear you, 
send slower.” He was sending 10 words a minute then, xVnd asked 
him to send still slower. That was a very bad—had a very bad ad¬ 
vertising ellect on thousands of foreign radio officers who listened in 
for weeks to the inefficiency of the Hackay coastal station radios. 

]Mr, Dioipsey. AVhat code do you use? 

Mr. IIowE, It is called the International ]M()i*se Code. It is not ex¬ 
actly the same as the American land-line code but one-half of the 
letters are identical. 

^Ii‘. ^Iatthkws. ]Mr. Ilowe, are you acquainted with the Communist 
Party teachings with resjiect to trade-unions? 

^Ir. Howe. If I may—I did not finish my answer to that other 
question about the sIoav down; if I may complete that before I forget. 

It is a practice on almost all of the ships of the ^lerchant Marine 
to send 2 weather messages daily to the United States Weather 
Bureau. One is sent at T a. m.. Eastern Standard Time and the 
other at 7 p. in., Etistern Standard Time. During the hurricane 
season in the West Indies and the typhoon season in the Far East, 
they are sent several times a day at the request of the United States 
Weather Bureau. 

A year ago last fall the radio operators on the Pacific coast, at the 
instigation of Eoy A. Pyle, who is now the first vice president of 
A. C. A., at a certain specified time and at a certain siiecified date, 
these men refused to obey the lavrful orders of the master of the ves¬ 
sel and refused to send these Weather Bureau messages to the 
'Weather Bureau. 

Xow, I am sympathetic, greatly, with the men because I know what 
it means to get up at 4 o'clock in the morning as he has to do on the 
west coast. I said these were sent at 7 a. m., eastern standard time. 
On the Pacific coast that means 4 a. m. Pacific standard time. So he 
is forced to get np at 4 o'clock in the morning to send a weather 
message. But I don't aiiprove of the means that were employed to 
straighten that matter out. They positively refused to accept the 
message from the captain; did not accept the message and did not 
send it and won their point by a refusal to obey the lawful orders of 
the master. ^Vnd I would say that the F. C. C. would have a right 
under that matter to revoke the license of every man who refused to 
accept and send those messages. 

Mr. Tho:mas. Were the licenses l evoked? 

The CiiAiRMAx. Yes. The F. C. C. has the right. 

The Chaikmax. When did that hai)pen? 

Mr. Howe. That happened a year ago last autumn. 

The CnAiR]MAX. You IvAve no infoiination that was ever brought 
to the attention of the F. C. C., do you? 

Mr. Howe. Xo; I don't knovc whether it was officially brought or 
not. 

1'he CiiAiRMAX. And if the company compromised with the men 
and readied another agreement, what could the F. C. C. do about it ? 

Mr. Howe. If they (‘onld or any master should charge the operator 
with refusal to obey his orders, then the F. C. C. regujations provide 
that his license may be revoked. 


UIs’-AMEKICAN PKOPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7974 

The Chairman. The initiative Avould have to be taken by the master 
of the, ship, would it not? 

Mr. Howe. By the master or company or possibly the Weather 
Bureau. 

The CiiAiR 3 iAN. The F. C. C. could not take co^niizaiice oi- judicial 
notice of it without somebody complaining? 

iMr. Howe. That is right. 

The Chairman. You doirt mean to imply the F. C. C. failed to 
perform its duty in any respect ? 

Mr. Howe. Xo. I think it is an efficient body. 

The Chairman. The object of an investigation of this kind is 
to bring to the attention of the Government conditions that exist 
throughout the country. 

Mr. Howe. I think, owing to the conditions that prevail on the 
west coast, that the companies themselves would not wish to have 
that done because it would probably mean the tying up of the entire 
Pacific coast. They have had so^nany tie-ups out there that the 
com])anies don't want to go through any more than are necessary. 

Mr. Mason. But it only goes to prove the sti-anglehold that these 
Communists in the unions have upon the communications of the 
Government ? 

]\Ir. Howe. Yes. And it also proves—and I believe it was put out 
for this purpose—it proves that they will obey ordei-s. We know that 
the Communist Party’s organization is based on the strictest kind of 
discipline, and they have to test these men out. They test out the 
members of the jiarty by putting them to doing various meniM tasks- 
They probably did this to see if the men would live up to the union 
rules, and they found that they would, so why wouldn’t they refuse 
to do something in time of war? 

]Mr. MArriiEws. Mr. Howe, you spoke some time ago of the Com¬ 
munist Party teachings with reference to the need for controlling 
labor unions? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Are you acquainted with Communist Party litera¬ 
ture on that subject ? 

Mr. Howe. I have read quite a bit of it; yes. 

iNIr. Matthews. I show you a copy of the [irogram of the Com¬ 
munist International. Is that your own personal copy [handing 
paper to the witness] ? 

Mr. Ho^vE. Yes, sir; that is mine. 

Mr. Matthews. On page 77 of this booklet there appears the fol¬ 
lowing: 

It is particularly important for the purpose of winning over the majority of 
the proletariat to gain control of the trade unions which are genuine mass 
working class organizations, closely bound up with the everyday struggles of 
the working class; to work in reactionary trade unions and skillfully to gain 
control of them, to win the confidence of the broad masses of the industrially 
organized workers; to change and remove from their posts the reformist leaders 
represent important tasks in the preparatory period. 

Has your experience in trade-nniou work indicated that the Com¬ 
munist Party members work precisely according to that program of 
the Communist International ? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, sir. That has been my experience throughout. 

Mr. jMattiiews. You have seen the Communist Party maneuver 
to remove trade-union officials from their posts? 
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Mr. IlowE. Yes, sir. 1 i)asse(l thiouoh that myself, and T know 
of many others that passed throug-h the same tiling. I mi^lit say 
that oiir oro-aiiization Avas not orpinized by Commitnists. The spon¬ 
sor of it was James Delaney, an Trishiiian, and he was not, is not, 
and ])i-obablv nevei’ will be, a Commniiist. He organized the 
A. E. T. A. ‘ 

When the Communist fraction discovered (hat there was a little 
money in it, there was a chance to get control, they came in and 
they threw Janies Delaney out, not exactly the same way they threw 
me out, but not much ditierence. 

Tliey took control and they kept control until a man by the name 
of Mark Diirrow was elected as secretary of A. E. T. A., Local 2, 
and I was his successor. When they had the purge a year ago last 
February the following results took ])lace: 

1 was'barred from the hall, barred from my own office. Local 2: 
was taken over by Mervyn Eaihborne, Eoy Pyle, and Chester Jordon. 
The assistant secretary was forced to resign. The Philadelpliia 
delegate, who was elected by the membership, was summarily dis¬ 
charged—thrown out of his office and further payment of wages 
prohibited. 

Then they went to woi-k on the port of Boston. They sent six 
men down to Boston. The men were Eoy A. Pyle, Chester Jordon, 
Van Erman, the two Winnocur brothers, and someone else. They 
went down there to put this little fellow on the spot. Tried to 
make him iTsign. He woukhrt resign. They got up a petition of 
10 names only on it, and Eoy A. Pyle called up the Boston office 
of A. C. A. by long-distance telephonic and told Mr. Eichard J. 
Crolden that if he did not resign they would come down there and 
put him out the same as they ]mt Howe out. 

That frightened Golden and he resigned the marine division of 
A. C. A., and today it is controlled 100 percent by members of the 
Communist Party, and I don't mean maybe when I say they are 
known to any intelligent man in A. C. A., that these men are Com¬ 
munists, members of the party, and are using it for the benefit of 
the purpose and the objectives of the Communist Party. 

And they did almost identical things in the Xational Maritime 
Union. T don't want to dwell on that because it is not my union, 
but I do know quite a bit about it. I know that a number of men 
were kicked out in aliout the same wtiy that 1 was kicked out. 

The Chairmax. Tell me, ]Mr. Howe, how could the Communists 
and the.se unions, ^Maritime Union and the American Communica¬ 
tion Association, Eadio and Electrical Workers, and so on, and so 
foi-th, how could they use their position to serve the foreign policy 
of Moscow if that foreign policy decreed that the Communist Party 
of the Ignited States was su])posed to stop or was instructed to sto]> 
the sending of vital war materials to the Allies at the present time? 

Mr. Howe. Well, it would be a very simple matter by the control 
of the long.shoremen, such as they have on tlie west coast. They 
don't have it on the east coast: or by the control bv the marine 
workers. If they didn't want to have this material go to a foreign 
country, they could have their inen refuse* to load the material on 
board the ships or have the men refuse to sail and that could be done, 
not directly—it probably woidd not be done directU. The Com- 
—40—voi. in- 20 
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iiiiinists {ire too wise for that. They would have some other phoney 
beef. 

They mic:ht ask for a 200 percent bonus, such as they asked here 
awhile ago wlien they asked for 250 percent. That was largely on 
account of the war. They did that—did the same thing during the 
Spanish ci'isis with the American Export Line—about the only line 
running over to Spain. They demanded 250 ]iercent for p{issing 
through the Straits of Gibraltar—a bonus of 250 percent merely 
because the ship went near the war zone. 

The Chaiuman. That was furnished as a ])retext to cariw out the 
party’s line? 

Mr. Howe, Yes. 

The CiiAiHMAN. Party’s instructions? 

Mr, Howe. Yes: they wanted to stop tlie ships from going over 
there. At least they wanted to stop the ships from carrying am¬ 
munition. They don't w{int to come out directly and say that possi¬ 
bly, so they call a strike for some other purpose, asking for an 
unreasonalile increase in pay, which I think that was very 
unreasonable. 

The CTiateman. MYll. what is the extent of their control or what 
could they do for instance if the party instructed them to do every¬ 
thing in tlieir jiower to stop the shi]nnent of war materials to the 
Allies? Could they stop it ? 

]\Ir. Howe. On the east coast they could sto]) it on American 
vessels if they wanted to by calling a strike. Of course they couldn’t 
stop it from being shipped on foi-eign vessels—vessels flying a for¬ 
eign flag, but they could do that almost 100 j^eivent on the west coast 
because Harry Bi idges out there controls the stevedores—the long¬ 
shoremen who load and unload the ships. 

The Chairman. What could they utilize the communication asso¬ 
ciations for in time of war? Say in the event the United States 
entered the war on the other side of Russia, what use could they 
make of the control of these various unions? 

]\Ir. Howe. Well, they could use that for various purposes—to 
carry or transmit vital messages and there is no reason why they 
couldn’t handle a great number of messages to any enemy nations. 

They could reveal the ]Risition of convoys, battleships, submarines, 
if they happened to know them, and undoubtedly that is why they 
want to get control as much as possible of the maritime industry, so 
they could give the enemy information. 

]\Ir. Dempsey. Since the listing of the {\rms embargo and the 
lestriction of American vessels going into the combat zone, do you 
know of any Americani vessels caiawing munitions of any kind ? 

]\Ir, Howe. AVell, of course under the Xeutrality Act an American 
vessel cannot sail to belligerent ports. 

Mr. Dempsey. So they don't cari‘ving munitions? 

ISlr. Hoave. But they undoubtedly carry munitions or materials 
Avhich Avould be classed as conti'al)and—carry this material to conn- 
ti-ies adjoining belligerents. In fact it can be done eA^en to belligerent 
nations. I belieA^e the Export Line is calling at the port of Marseilles 
in southern France, AAdiich is really a violation of the Xeutrality Act 
but I undei'stand the State De])artment or some other department of 
the goATrnment Inis okayed that stop. So they do call that a bel- 
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])ort. Tliev could cari*y any kind of material to any other 
])ort like Italy or any country adj(unin^' any bellio-erent nation. 

Mr. Dempsky. Jhit not to a combat nation? 

.Mr. lIowE. Xo. 

The CiiAimiAX. Xow, suppose that the Communist dictatorship in 
Kussia w anted to ti*ansmit messai>es to the Communist Party here or 
some aii'eucy of the Communist GoA’ernment: ^Moscow wanted to trans¬ 
mit messaii’es and they didn't want to do it in tlie re^'ular way— 
throuixh the way of cableo*rams, would they be in a position to send 
instructions to the Communist Party of the United States in a secret 
way ? 

Sir. llowE. AVell. they could have that aiTanaed between the party 
and the o]Hn*ators who were on vai'ious ships, such as the Manhattan 
and Wa-^hhir/tan —any shif) that has a hia’h-powered, ellicient trans¬ 
mitter and sensitive receivina* set could be delegated to receive tliese 
messages. Su])])ose tlie ^ranhattan is only a few hours from Xew 
York, bound foi’ Xew York, and the ^Moscow Govei-nment wanted to 
send some vital infoianation, so they call up the Manhattan, accoi-din^ 
to a ])reari’anaed schedule, ti’ansmit the messa^’es. The opei'ator 
makes no iiotation of them and he delivers them wlien he aets otf the 
shi]) in Xew Yoi*k. That could be done in a thousand ways. It 
could be done on sevei*al hundred shi])s. 

Mr. Tii():mas. In other woi'ds- 

The CHAiimAX". IVait just a second. 

Mr. Thomas. Ria’ht alona that same line a aood point to brina up, 
at the time Kussia and Geianany entered into its nonaaa^’^ssion pact, 
Earl Browdei’ piobably a^>t some word from ]Moscow as to wliat to 
say. He waited a day or two. Then he a^^t word throuah that 
way. Isn't that triRC Tiuit is possible, isn’t it? 

Sir. Howe. Yes: that would be ])ossible. In fact I think it is done. 

Tlie Ctiaikmax. As a matter of fact I think we have a^t the cable- 
arams—all the cablearams between Kussia and the Daily Worker 
oiirlinina the various ])olicies that the Daily Worker was to pursue 
and ]U‘opaaanda they were to spread, but there is no cablearam aftei- 
the Soviet ])act. Thei’e is nothina in that of record indicatina how 
Moscow o-ot tlK‘ instructions to the Communist Party to the United 
States as to what line to take with reference to this new chanae of 
policy. 

So whatever instructions that came would have liad to come throuah 
the route that you have just described. 

Ml'. Howe. That couhl be very easily done. It Avould be very diffi¬ 
cult to find out who I'cceived it because there are in'obably around 
one hundred fifty, maybe, membei’s of the Communist Party and 
ao()d members I mean, who are woi’kina on shijis and they could 
easily call up Moscow or any other station in Kussia and a^t this 
ini])ortant information, and they could even relay it to some other 
ship were they unable to deliver it in person. There is always some 
shi]) arrivina in Xew York or Boston or some other nort. 

Mr. De:mpsey. Would it not be jiossible for the station at ^Moscow 
to call up the Manhattan, as you say, a few houi’s out of Xew York? 

Mr. IIoAVE. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Dempsey. M ithout that messaae being intercepted bv other 
sliips? 
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Mr. Howe. Well, if the Moscow station would use its own call 
letters- 

Mr. Dempsey. Xo matter wdiat call letters. 

Mr. Howe. I will explain that. If the IVfoscow station ^vouid use 
its own call letters and also the official call letters of the Manhattcm^ 
then if we were listening- we would know that Moscow was working 
the Manhattan. But undoubtedly they wouldn’t do it that way. As 
I said earlier in my testimony, they Avould probably use some false 
letters—a Chinese call. You understand that the international con¬ 
ventions of radio engineers have designated certain letters of the 
al])habet for each country. 

For illustration, the United States has the letters and 

Mr. Dempsey. The same as any telegraph station. They all have 
letters. 

Mr. Howe. These are listed in books w hich are on board every ship. 
You can look in the books and look up the name of any ship and find 
out what its call letters are. But now if you are violating the law' 
and you w-ant to conceal your identity, you w'oidd not use that call 
letter. You would use some false call. 

Mr. Dempsey. But the message itself could be heard by any one 
that might be listening in. There might be several hundred boats 
hearing the message ? 

]VIi\ How^e. That is right. 

The Chairman. But suppose the message is a special code? 

Mr. How^e. Then you would have to know^ the secret to the code to 
translate it. 

The Chair:man. So it w'ould be possible if there wais a secret code 
agreed upon between the radio operator and the Moscoav sending 
station, it would be possible to transmit a message w ithout any record 
being made or w'ithout anyone knowing wdiat the message was? 

Mr. Howe. I don’t see wdiy the Kussian Government couldn’t send 
a message to its Ambassador here. They undoubtedly- 

The Chairman. The o])erator w^ouldn’t have to know the code. 
The man that gets the message is the only man that needs to know" 
the code? 

Mr. Hoave. Just so the letters are there—^A, B, C, and D: doesn't 
matter wdiat they mean. He can send or receive them. 

Mr. I\Iattheavs. ]\Ir. Howt, you stated a moment ago the Commu¬ 
nist Party had something like 150 men aboard ships. Did you mean 
radio operators? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheavs. One hundred and fifty radio operators? 

iVIr. Hoaa'e. One hundred and fifty operators; yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs. With respect to the question the chairman asked 
you about the foreign policies of Moscoav, being furthered by the 
Communist Party members Avho are in trade unions, I shoAv you an 
official ballot. Can you identify that paper [handing paper to the 
Avitness] ? 

Mr. Hoave. This is the official ballot of the marine division of the 
A. C. A. It Avas sent out to all members of the marine division in 
the fall of 1938. 

^Ir. Mattheavs. Xoav, underneath the ]3lace Avhere the members 
vote for the national officers there appears a resolution entitled 
^Tlesolution on Spain, Resolution Xo. 27.” 
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Mr. IlowE. Tliat is rii^ht. This resolution Xo, 27 was adopted 
l)v tlie fourth national convention of A. 0. A. held in New York 
in VX^b. dni'inj*' the month of Auanst, 1 believe. 

The ie>olntn)n states that the A. C. A. will support the Spanish 
Loyali>t Government. 

That wo oxtiaid ear doopost sympathy to oiir brother unionists 
and democrats in tlie ranks of the i)eoi)le’s army of the Spanish Loyalist 
Govermneni, wlio are liiihtiiii? ag:ainst siicli jrreat odds in defense of dem(»cracy, 
and tile independence of tlieir national freedom; against the aggressions of 
Italy and (hnanany. 

That ballot was sent out to all the —1 should say it was sent out 
to all the members of A. C. xV.—15.000 members. This is the marine 
division ballot only. That was votetl on. They have a place here 
^vhere aou could vote ‘\ves" or ''no" on it. 

M \'m]i:ws. 1 ask that be imiiLed in evidence as an exhibit. 

The ('iiAiioiAX. It is so ordeied. 

(The document referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
^'Howe Exhibit No. 1/^ and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. ^lA'rriiKAvs. Sow, Mr. Howe, you are familiar Avith the various 
resolutions passed at the various conventions of the xVmerican Com¬ 
munications Association, are you not? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes: I am. 

]\Ir. ^Iati'iifavs. I Avill read you some of these resolutions and ask 
you if you Avill please identify them. 

In Aiiti'Ust 1937. the xVu^'ust 14 issue of the People's Press, there 
aj)pear> a report of the third national convention of the A, R. T. A., 
and this i'e))ort states: 

War and fascism wore dononnced. The delegates heard such speakers a.s 
.Tohn IJrophy, Joe Curran. William Iliiikley, of the American Youth Congress, 
and S. K. Solomoniek, of the American League Against AA'ar and Fascism. 
And it voted niiaiiimonsly to ])articii>ate in the i>eace jiarade on Saturday. 

Du you recall the adoption of that resolution? 

Mr. IIoAVE. That resolution Avas adopted and they A’oted to par¬ 
ticipate in the peace parade and they did participate i]i it. They 
adjourned the coiiA’ention foi* that purpose. 

Mi\ Mattheavs. Was that ])eace parade undei- the auspices of the 
American League xV^unst Mhti* and Fascism? 

Mr. IIoAVE. Yes; it Avas. 

The CiiAipyiAX. Now, is there any record that since Russia’s 
invasion of ]\)laud and Finland that this union or any other union 
affiliated Avith this group, has gone on record expressing the sym- 
])athy for the ])eopie ot Poland or Finland Avho aa'ci’c invaded by 
Rus.da ? 

Mr. Hoave. Xo: 1 haveift seen a single one. I don't think so. 

Tlie CiiAiRMAX. Any record Avhei'e the Communist Party or any 
of the unions conti‘olled by tlie Communist Party liaA’e sought any 
1 ‘elief funds to aid the peo])le of Poland and Finland. Avho were the 
victim^ of aggression? 

]\rr. Hoave. Xo. 1 haven't seen such thiim. I don't tliiuk you 
Avill. 

4'lie C4 e\ti{aiax. Oi* for the jAeople of XorAvay or foi* the jicople 
of Sweden aa'Iio ai*e the Auctims of aggression—Deniiiark. rather, 
Denmark and Xoi’way Avho ai'e the victims of aggression by the 
Xazi-Germany ? IlaA'e you seen any interest Avhei-e the Communist 
Paity are manifesting any sympathy for them. 
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Mr. Howe, I read the Daily Worker every That is the 

official daily or^ao of the Commiinist Party published in New York, 
and I haven’t seen any sympathy expressed foi- Finland or Poland 
or Norway or Denmark. In fact they claim that Finland invaded 
Kiissia, I believe, and that Norway is to blame for Germany being 
in tliere. 

The CiiATKMAN. And England was responsible for the invasion of 
Norway and Denmark? 

Mr. Howe. The imperialists are the dirty scoundi“els now. 

The Chairman. In other words, it further illustrates what we have 
heard from the beginning here, that whatever the party line of Mos¬ 
cow, whatever the interest of Moscow is, that determines the entire 
policy of the Communist Party of the United States and every oi*gani- 
zation that it can control? 

Mr. Howe. That is very true. I read the Pilot—I read the A. C. A. 
News and the Daily Worker and occasionally get a copy of the C. I. 
O. News. They take exactly the same position on everything. 

They are against the Dies Committee. They are now against Mr. 
Hoover, tlie G-man. and they are silent about the Hitler-Stalin pact. 
They condemn Finland or else they keep silent about it, one or the 
other. They don’t defend Finland and Norway. They take the same 
attitude on everything, including President Roosevelt. 

When Browder changed his party line and came out against Roose¬ 
velt why the rest of them all followed suit. This is jiarticularly true 
with the A. C. A. Tliey passed a resolution against Roosevelt in 
Oiicago a few days ago and at the same convention ]Mrs. Roosevelt 
made a speech. 

The Ciiair]man. So that we really have a situation of a foreign 
government dictating to a large group in the United States what their 
t)olitics and activities must be? 

iSlr. Howe. That is exactly what it is. 

The Chairman. And the absolute obedience on the part of these 
gi’oups in such cases. In other words, no matter how much change of 
opinion it may involve, they are ready to turn about face whenever 
instiTictions are sent from jMoscow to do that? 

Mr. Howe. If Joe Stalin would tell them to commit suicide I really 
think they would all do it. 

The Chairman. IMight be well if he told them that. 

]\Ir. Thoimas. Just a few days ago there was a public statement to 
the press praising the A. C. A. and the head of the A. C. A. 

Mr. H OWE. AVlio was that ^ Mrs. Roosevelt ? 

]Mr. Tho 3 ias. I am not going to mention any nances but one of the 
people yon mentioned. But in regard to youi* statement about the 
C. I. O., do you really believe that the C. I. O. News, the paper that 
yon mentioned, follows the same line that is in the Daily Workei' ? 

Mr. Howe. As far as I can see they have a writer—his name is Len 
De Canx, I believe. He writes for the Pilot, the A. C. A. News, 
and C. I. O. News. I believe he is also in the Daily Worker, but I 
have foi-gotten about that. I can’t see any difference. It is the 
same old party line on everything. 

The Chairman. All right. Have yon been keeping up with some 
of the Nazi publications in the United States like the Weckruff ? 

Mr. Howe. No. 
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The CiiAiKMAX. To observe the similarity between the line now, the 
ar^nineiits they nse and the j)oliey betAveen the Daily l\orker and the 
AVeekrnlL dliey are now usino-the same arguments. The Germans 
are talking about plutocratic countries and imperialists and the Daily 
Worker is^ising the same language!? , ^ i 

^[ i \ Howe. 1 haven‘t got that from the publications but I have 
from members Avho arc--^who claim to be Fascists and thev do give 
the same storv. It is ditlicult to tell a Communist from a Fascist or 
Xa/I. 

The Ctiairmax. All right. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Howe, did you have some [lersonal experiences 
with respect to the American League Against War and FascisiiH 

Mr. Hoave. 1 mention the name of S. R. Solomonick. He aa’us an 
ofiicial of the American League for Peace and Democracy as also was 
Willai‘(l Bliss, who Avas execntiAV' Auce president of A. C. A. They 
irot in a tight Avith Rathborne and then AA'ent Avith the American 
League for Peace and Democracy and Avere there Avhen that organiza¬ 
tion folded up during the Avinter of 1037. A. R. T. A., Local 2. voted 
to send a delegate to a Congress of the American League for Peace 
and Democracy and that Avas a A^ery heated debate in Local 2 oATr 
that, and 1 Avas in faAmr of sending a delegate and I Avas elected to 
go to this coiwention. 

So I Avent to see Mr. Solomonick before the Congress opened, to 
see Avhat it Avas all about—Avhat Ave Avere supposed to do. I met 
]Mr. Solomonick in his office, and he offered to Avrite my speech for 
me if I Avould come there and make a speech. T asked him Avhat 
Avould be the nature of the speech or Avhat could T say. 'AVell.” he 
said, ‘Aon are a radio operator, aren't you? You Avork on ships.” 
‘"XoAv,** he said. 'Tn time of Avar if this country gets into a Avar. 
AAiuit Avould be the first thing to do?” I said. “You can tell me that.” 
^AAYll.” he said, ‘hiaturally tie up the ships and stop the Avar.” I 
said, “Mr. Solomonick, there are certain men in our organization 
that belieA^e that this league is controlled by Communists.” He said. 
^‘Tliat Avas I'idiculons,” He shoAved me a list of around 200 names— 
there Avere Iaa'o or three bisho])S and seA^eral ])reachers on the list. 
They Avere sponsors of the American League. I didn't tell ^Mr. Solo¬ 
monick Avhat T thought about him or his organization, but I Avent 
back to A. R. T. A.. Tmcal 2. and I resigned as a delegate to that Con¬ 
gress and no other delegate Avas elected. 

1 told the membei’S Avhat T had discussed Avith ^h\ Solomonick; 
that I Avas certain that the American League Avas just as much a 
Communist organization as the Communist Party itself, and T AAvmld 
haAT nothing to do Avith it. But that American League sent speakers 
to A. R. T. A., Local 2. just as often as AA^e Avoidd wceivi^ theim 

'Fhey came there many times and talked about the ^Ntay Day 
demonstration oi* the ])ublic trial of William Randolph Hearst, and 
Aveie ahvays taking up collections. 

AAY fi’ecjuently gaAT them money out of our ti*easury. And 
Solomonick spoke at the third and also the fourth A. C. A. national 
convention. 

Mr. ilAT'rTiEAvs. And he Avas an official of the American League for 
Peace and Democracy? 
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]\Ir. Howe. He was an official of the American League at that 
time and was invited there by IMervyn Kathborne, president of the 

A. C. A. 

The Chairman. Now, before we ^o into the other phases of this 
witness’ testimony, I think it would be well for us to adjourn for a 
while. I understand that you oentlemen were up nearly all night 
going over this material and getting ready for today. An early 
adjournment will give you an op])ortunity to rest for a while. Sup¬ 
pose we meet back here at 2 o'clock and complete this testimony. 

(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m., a recess was taken until 2 p. m., 
the same day.) 

AFTER RECESS 

The Chairman. The committee will please come to order. 

The witness will resume the stand. 

TESTIMONY OF FRED M. HOWE—Resumed 

The Chairman. For the benefit of the record, will you again state 
your name and the organization with which you are connected? 

Mr. Howe. ^ly name is Fred ]M. Howe: secretary of the American 
Radio Telegraphists’ Association, Local No. 2, New York, affiliated 
with the C. I. O. 

The Chairman. All right; proceed, Mr. Matthews. 

Mr. INIatthews. Mr. Howe, this morning you identified one of the 
lesolutions passed at the convention of the A. R. T. A. I should 
like to read you .some more resolutions passed at the various meet¬ 
ings and ask you to identify them: 

Moved and seconded that the Coinniiinist I*art.v be advised to refrain immedi¬ 
ately from passing leaflets referring American Radio Telegraphers’ Association. 

Do you recall when that motion was introduced in Local 2? 

Mr. Howe. That was passed by the membership of A. R. T. A., 
Local 2, some time during the .strike—the seamen's strike which oc¬ 
curred during the winter of 193G and 1937. The exact date I don’t 
recall. 

^Ir. IMatthews. Was the motion tabled ? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. That motion was tabled, to my recollection. 

IMr. Matthews. Do you recall whether it was tabled by a vote 
of 33 to 14? 

Mr. Howe. Well, I have forgotten about the details. 

Pearlman, O. J. A., moved that those members who were not present at the 
last meeting and who desire to make it possible for the American Student Union 
to prevent students from scabbing, contribute to a collection to be taken up 
at this meeting and that a letter be sent to the American Student Union, to the 
local secretary, enclosing a check for the funds collected at this and the 
previcms meeting. 

Do you recall whether such a motion was passed or not? 

]Mr. Howe. Such a motion was introduced. I have just forgotten 
the disposition of it but 1 am quite certain that that was adopted by 
a majority of the members. 

Mr. Matthews. July 21. 

Moved and seconded that Mr. Van Taine of the American League Against 
War and Fascism be permitted to address the meeting. Carried unanimously. 

Do you recall that motion? 
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IIOWE I recall that and a areat many others of that nature. 
Mr. Van Taine of tl)e American Leai»ne for Peace and Democracy 
at that time called the Amei*ican League Against War and Fascism, 
came to the hall of Local 2 on a irreat many occasions and addressed 
the membership there for various purposes or causes. Sometimes it 
^vas a ^fay Day demonstration. It may have been some kind of a 
peace meeting or parade or all the causes that the Communists usually 
sponsor. He came there many times. 

]\rr. ^Matthews. 1 will read you another motion of April 21. 

Moved and .seconded that a preparatioii.s coniniittee l)e elected to make ar¬ 
rangements for the participation of AKTA in the Ma.v Day parade and to 
provide proper banners and to take care of all mechanics of participation. 

Was that motion adopted? 

Mr. Howe. I believe it was. 

Mr. ^Iaitiiews. Was that a ^lay Dav parade held in New York 
City? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. 

Mr. Matuuiew.s, Was it the ^lay Day parade under the control of 
the Communist Party of Xew York City? 

Mr. Howe. I tliink all of those parades are under the control of 
the Communist Party. About the only persons who participate in 
them are Communists and their stooges. Perhaps we should call 
them dupes. 

]\rr. ilATniEws. ^Ir. Howe, the water-front section of the Com¬ 
munist Party, located at 230 Seventh Avenue, Xew York, publish a 
ship pa]ier. Did you ever see a copy of it ? 

Mr. Howe. I have a cop 3 ^ in m 3 ’ tiles at home. 

Mr. Matthews. You have a cop 3 "? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, I would like to read you a paragraph from a 
certain issue: 

This paper slnnild ]>c handwritten, type nr mimeographed, depending on ilie 
ship's .situation, length of trips and so forth. The paper shonkl reflect the ship 
in company dues and should also raise issues for the crew. Estal)lish contact 
with “sparks.” 

Xow, M’hat is ‘^sparks*’? 

Mr. Howe. S])arks is the (erin given to the radio officer aboard 
ship. It dates back to the old ty]:)e of transmitter where 3 ’on could 
hear tlie sparkle all oA’er the siiip. so when the s])ark soundeil thev 
called the man who sent it “sparks.'’ 

^Ir. Ma'ithews. In other words, the Communist Party is here in¬ 
structing its members to make contact with the ship operators? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. That was j)ut out to the seamen. Of course thev 
told the seamen to contact S])arks or the radio officer. 

Mr. ^Iaitiiews. Will you be good enough to furnish the com¬ 
mittee a co])y of that particular issue of this leaflet ? 

Mr. Howe. T will be very glad to. 

Mr. l\LvnHEWs. You are acquainted with Mervyn Rathborne, are 
you. ^Jr. Howe? 

Mr. Howe. I know liirn very well. 

Mi\ ^Iaithews. Mi‘. Chainnan, for a minute I should like to have 
^Ir. Frank B. Powei*s sworn to identify a communi(aition. 

1 he Chaikaiax. Come around. ^Ir. Poweis. Raise 3 ’our i*ight 
hand ])lease. 
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TESTIMONY OF FRANK B. POWERS 

The Chair:man. Do 3^011 solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

^Ir. Powers. Yes, sir. 

Mv. iSlAiwiiEWS. It will not even be necessary for the Avitness to be 
seated, Mr. Chairman. 

iMr. Powers, I show yon a photostatic copA^ of a letter addressed 
to you and signed Iw MerA^vn Rathboiaie. Can you identify that 
as a true copA; of a letter 3^011 received from Mr. Rathborne [hand¬ 
ing paper to the AAUtness] ? 

iNIr. PoAVERS. That is a true copy. 

iNIr. Mattheavs. Thank you. This letter is dated February 4, 
1031, and is addressed to ^Ir. Frank B. Powers, C. T. XT. of X. A., 
the Commercial Telegraphers' Union of Xorth America, 113 South 
Ashland Boulevard, Chicago, Ill. 

r>E^\R Sir. Relative to iiiy letter of January 20 I wonkl appreciate some indi- 
eation from yen as to jnst what the oflicials of the CTU intend to do in regard 
to the I’aeific Marino Radio Division. During the past two weeks two new 
members have joined. I had been working on these men for a long time and 
did not want to stop them from joining ‘at the last moimait while there was 
still a chance of settling the present difficulties in regard to support. 

If the CTU is no longer interested in a radio division, please advise me at 
yonr earliest convenience so we make plans to estaldish an independent organ¬ 
ization. Incidentally, the Communist Party in great ('Ontrast to the CTU, is 
eager 'and willing to organize the operators. Of course their idea is to cause a 
tie-nj) of American shiiiping and to make trouble, but one would think that an 
American organization, such as the American Federation of Labor, would he 
willing to do as much as a foreign outfit bent on making trouble. 

I am still convinced that I can obtain ‘a substantial number of new members 
if I were permitted to get out and organize. Results have proved this so far 
as each time I have been to the harbor I have obtained one member. 

Trusting that I may hear from you in the near future, sincerely, Mervyn R. 
Rathborne, 


TESTIMONY OF FRED M. HOWE—Resumed 

]Mr. ^Iatttieavs. ^Ir. Hgaa^c, you bave seen a cop3^ of tliis letter, 
haA^e 3^011 not? 

^Ir. Hoave. YYs, vS1i\ 

^fr. ]\rATTTiEAVs. I sliOAv A^ou a jAliotostatic cop 3 ^ of a page from 
the Daily "Worker, dated Jauiiarv 4, 1035. Have 3^11 seen a copy of 
this particular page from the DailA^ lYorker and particularly an 
article entitled “Red Scare Raised Among Telegraphists.” 

iVfr. Hoave. I don’t belieAT I haA^e seen this particular issue of the 
pa])er, but I haA^e seen that article reproduced. 

iVIi*. IMatthpavs. This article reads in ])art as folloAvs: 

Rnlletin against communists issued by candidate for president of tlie ARTA, 
Houston, Texas, There are certain elements in the American Radio Teleg¬ 
raphists’ Association that are attempting to raise the Red scare as a means of 
splitting up onr organization. 

One of tiiese birds by the name of ^Mcu’v.vn Tiathborne, who I'an for president of 
the ARTA in the election, has taken the iiiiPativo to issue the following slanderous 
})nUetin. addressed to Dollar Liiie Radio Onerators. Sections of the text follow: 

‘Mndging from information received in New York it appears that onr Associa¬ 
tion, the ARJ’A, is in danger of being dominated and run by a small but powerful 
grou]) of communists. 
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‘'An indication of connininist activity wiiliin onr ranks is shown hy an article 
entitled ‘The ^larine Strike’, inihlished on pa^e o of the October issue of the 
AKTA Ihilletin. This article mentions ‘tlie United Front Strike Connnittee, 
composed of the Xh^w York Local of the AKTA, th(‘ xMarine Workers Indnstrial 
Union, alonji with unorganized seanitai, and ilu' 1. S. U, st'anien who had gone 
over the lu'ads of tlu'ir leadm-s.’ Tin' existence of such a connnittee indicates 
definitely that clos(* and active i*ooi)eration. if nothing more, exists between the 
AKTA and the ]M. W. 1. U. Uroof that tin* ^1. 'NV. 1. U. is a cominnnist organiza¬ 
tion is given in tin* Otficial Urogiain adoided by the ^1. W, 1. U. Xational Con¬ 
vention. whidi stall's: ‘The ^1. W. 1. U. is alliliated with the Ucd International 
of Labor Unions which embraci's over sixteen million workers organized in nnions. 
Throngli the R. I. L. U., the W. 1. V. is linked up with millions of revobitionary 
workers not only in Enropi', Russia, but in China, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, 
Australia and Latin America.’ 

“Additional evidi'iice that the ARTA is swinging very far to the left is shown 
in the minutes of the ARTA national convention held in Xew York last September. 
This iiK'eling of xVRTA reinesentatives from all sections of the country adopted 
numi'tons resolutions endorsing or ordering active cooi^eration with the T’^nited 
Stall's Fongress Against \Var .mil Fascism, the Atlantic Ihiity Couferi'iice, the 
Telegraph :Mcsseng(*rs Union, thi' United Telegraphers Association and others. 
At the Cmigress Against War and Fascism Earl Browder, Secretary-General of 
the Communist Part.v of xVmerica, st;iti*rl, ‘This congress was organized and called 
by the ronmnmisl Part.v.’ ” 

This bulletin then goes on to urge the members to investigate who is responsible 
for ihe.se leftwing moves and vote accordingly in the election. 

You have seen that stateiueiit put out by Mr. Kathboiue m 1935? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ]\Iaithews. Do you know of your own knowledp:e that up unti] 
a date as late as January 1935. tliat Mr. Ilathborue did so claim that 
the A. Iv. Y. A. was in daimer of beiuo* dominated by the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Howe. The exact date T am not cei‘taiu about, but I do know 
that Rathborne at least ceased ’‘red-baitino-'’ about that time, and bis 
stoppinir criticiziu<r the ‘Teds” is similar to that of a ^reat many other 
officials and meml)ers of the ^V. R. T. A, and A. C. A., who have come 
undei' the influence of the ])arty and suddenly stopped all criticism 
of it. becau.se they were given a job or paid off or intimidated in some 
way. 

Ratliborue is a typical example. Another man is the vice ]n‘e.sideiit 
of the mai‘ine division of A. C. A.—J. H. Croney. Crouey did the 
same thing. He suddenly stopped criticizing- the “reds” at approxi¬ 
mately A])ril 2, 1939. My interpretation of that is that Rathborne 
was made an offer by the‘phrty—by the i)arty faction in A. R. T. xV. 

^Matthews. Your kuowledife extends to the fact that since this 
date Ml*. Rat}d)oiaie has not criticized the Communist control ? 

Mr. Howe. Xot once to my knowledire. 

Mr. ^Iattuews. But prior to that time he himself publicly stated 
that the A. R. T. A. was run- 

!Mr. Howe. Run by Communists. 

i\Ir. ]Maithews. Tender Communist domii^atiou ? 

^Ir. Howe. Ye.<, sir. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. Or drifting in the direction of CoiJimuuist domi- 
naiiou ? 

Mr. Howe, Yes. sii*. 

i\Ir. J iioMAs. Mr. ■Matthews, it is not clear to me as to what date that 
is you are referriuir to? 

^^r. Howe. It is the latter part of 1934 or the first jiart of 1935. 
Rathborne ran for the secretary-treasui'ersliip of A. R. T. xV. on a ^T'ed 
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baiting” ticket. He was elected and refused to serve and a deal was 
made by which he would give up that job to Willard Bliss. Bliss took 
the job, although he was not elected to it, with the understanding that 
Rathboiiie become the next president, which he did become, and then 
Bliss was to be Kathboi-ne's successor, but Rathborne refused to give 
up the job. A fight occurred between Bliss and Rathborne. Bliss 
left the A. C. A. and went with the American League for Peace and 
Democracy and was with the American League for Peace and Democ¬ 
racy until it closed its doors here because of the exj)osure by the Dies 
committee. 

i\Ir. iVlATTHEWS. Xow, I waiit to read you another portion of a letter, 
and ask you if you can identify it, in which Rathborne was continuing 
to criticize the Communists. This letter was dated December 11, 1934. 
Rathborne wrote: 

Your stand regarding outside intliieiices in tlu* ARTA is splendid. It retleets 
my opinion very well. You must reineinber that a good Coininunist cannot be a 
inemlier of the ARTA and remain a 0. P. man. The nature of the C. P. obliges 
him to carry on underhanded intrigue, plots, and plans in any other non-c<un- 
munistie organization. 

I believe that it is impossible for a man to be a sincere and loyal communist 
and a good ARTA memljer at the same time. 

Do you recall that ? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. I have a photostatic copy of that letter at home. 

iVIr. Matthews. Will you be good enough to supply the committee 
with a photostatic copy of the original of that letter? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mai'thews. Do you recall any communication in \vhich Rath¬ 
borne stated that he was threatened if he did not withdraw from the 
race for the national secretary-treasurership of the A. R. T. A.? 

jMr. Howe. I have a copy of that letter—a photostatic copy, I should 
say—which Rathborne claimed that he was threatened with physical 
violence if he did not resign from the race for the secretary-treasurer- 
ship. 

IMr. AIatthews. I read you a quotation from the letter: 

During the past 10 dnys I have been advised twice that my well-being and 
health will continue to be good only if I withdraw from the race for the .secretarj’- 
treasurership. 

Is that the language of the communication? 

Mr. Howe. Y es, sir. 

INIr. Mathiews. Xow, you say that after his election—that is, he did 
not withdraw, Rathborne resigned? 

]\[r. Howe. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Matthews. Is that the fact? 

Mr, Howe. Y es. He did not accept the position. 

Mr, Matthews. Now, what magazine was he publishing at that 
time ( 

Mr. Hoave. The name of it was C. Q. 

oNIr. Matthews. The letters C. Q. ? 

Mr. Hoave. C. Q., yes. 

My, Mattheavs. Did you notice a distinct change in the policy of 
C. Q., after Mr. Rathborne's resignation from his position? 

Mr, HoAAm. Yes; Ave all did. It Avas remarked upon. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did he cense entirely his criticism of the Com¬ 
munists and the Communist Party. 
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:\Ir, Howk. As far as any of us can remeinber bo never did criticize 
the party a^ain and would object to anyone else criticizing the party. 
It stopptnl very suddenly at that particular time. 

Mr. MArniEws. Did C. Q. take on the political complexion of tlie 
Communist press at that time? 

Mr. Howe. It practically followed the party line shortly thereafter. 

yiv, ^Iattiikw'S. Now, was Kathborne subsecpiently and shortly 
made president of A. 1\. T. A.? 

]\Ir. Howe. Yes: he was the next j^resident of A. E. T. A. He suc¬ 
ceeded Hoyt Haddock. 

yir. ilATniEWS. And he defeated Bliss; is that correct? 

^Ir. Howe. Yes: Haddock defeated Bliss in tlie election for the 
sec re t a ry-t reasu re rsh i p. 

^Ir. Matthews. Now. will you please first answer the (piestion and 
then o-ivo as definitely as you are able a reason for your answer. Is 
Eaihborne a Communist ? 

]\fr. Howe. Y es. 

^[r. ^Iattiiews. Why do you make that statement, ]Mr. Howe ? 

!Mr. Howe. I make that statement for a great variety of reasons, 
and if the committee wishes to heai* them I will be pleased to give all 
the reasons. 

2^Ir. ^Matphews. I think the evidence is important. Will you please. 

]Mr. Hoa\t:. I have some letters there, you have them in your pos¬ 
session. which I received from the second vice president of the marine 
division of A. C. A. His name is J. E. Croney. He lives in New 
()rlean>. He is the seci’etary of A. C. A.. Local No. 5. at the present 
time. And as I said second Auce president of the marine division. 

In the.^e letters Avhich he has Avritten to me. to Avhich he has signed 
his name, he states that Rathborne has been a member of the ]:)arty 
for a iTUisiderable length of time, since R)85. I belieAT. But Avithout 
looking at the letters aat Avould still knoAv that Rathborne is a Com¬ 
munist. 

In the Avinter of 1937 Ave had a trial in local 2, a trial of the local 
secretary. His name Avas Frank Robinson, and he Avas a Com¬ 
munist and a member of the party and still is a member of the marine 
division of A. C. A. 

Frank Rol^inson when asked by the ti-ial committee Avhom he 
Avished to defend him at the trial, stated that he AA'ould like to haA^e 
.Ml*. Rathborne defend him. Mr. Rathborne Avas not known in NeAv 
York by any of the members of local 2. He had just arrived in New 
York from San Francisco only the day befoie, and he Avas selected 
by Robiiison to defend him. 

During the course of his defense Itathborne stated as folloAvs: 

*M Avish to quote tVom tlie Declaration of Independence,'’ and he held 
up a book befoi'e him; the title of it Avas something like this: 

“C’ominunism by Earl BroAvder,'* and from that book he quoted the 
Declaration of Independence. It Avas the only place that Rathborne, 
apjiarently. kneAV Avhere to find the Declaration of Independence—Plarl 
Browders book on communism. 

Mr. Thomas. I Avould like to ask a (luestion right there. Is this the 
same Mr. Rathborne Avho Avas just lecently a])pointed by the Presi¬ 
dent of the Fnited States to the Board of the National Youth Admin¬ 
istration ? 

]Mr. Hoave. Yes. sir; that is the same man. 
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I\Ir. Thomas. So this man Rathborne Avas appointed to aid in the 
deATlopineih of oiir youtli. 

The Chairman. Wait a minute. That is a matter of public record. 

]Mr. Thoaias. I Avant to have it in the record. I think it is A^ery 
important it appear in this record because here is a man ayIio Avas 
appointed to aid in the deATlopment of youth of this country, and 
you have had any amount of testimony tl]at this man Rathborne is a 
Communist. It is just another flirtation of tlie XeAv Deal Avith com¬ 
munism. 

The Chairaian. Well, that is a question that the AAutness. as I under¬ 
stand, cannot say o]] his pei'sonal knoAvledije that Rathborne is a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party. lie is merely stating Ins conclusions 
based upon circumstances; is that ri^ht^ 

Ml*. Hoave. Well, I luxA’e never seen his membership card, natu¬ 
rally. Rathborne is said to hold- 

The CiiAiRAiAN. Well, the only reason that you haAT for sayino* or 
believhit^ that Rathboiaie is a member of the Communist Party is the 
fact that after 1935 he ceased to attack the paify, ceased to criticize 
the party, and his publication folloAAed tlie Communist line: is that 
ri^ht ? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes: he folloAATd the party line himself. 

The Chairaiax^. And in addition to that you state that another rea¬ 
son that you think he is a memlier of the Communist Party is that in a 
trial of some officer in the union he defended him. That Avould be 
entirely possible for a man to do Avithout beino- a Communist himself, 
AA’ould it not ? 

l\Ir. Hoave. It Avould seem that Avay, but Avhen yon knoA\’ the Com¬ 
munists it is quite unthinkable. 

Mr. Thoaias. And there is an additional reason. 

The Chairaian. I ma}^ say in my judgment the onl}^ possible reason 
for admitting this ty]ie of testimony because of the circumstances that 
haA*e arisen—the inability of the committee to ijet the membership lists 
of the Communist Party, their statement that they haA^e no records, 
Avhen the committee is fully advised that they do haA^e records and in 
addition to that Ave haA^e found records in certain places, detailed and 
complete records. 

The committee has tried every possible Avay to secure an authentic 
list of the Communist Party members. We have secured lists but Inive 
been unable to get the lists that Ave think are authentic. We liaA^e 
been unable to get those lists proATii in a satisfactory AAuiy. So in the 
face of the refusal of the Communist Party to make jniblic their 
membership list so that the country may knoAV Avho the members are 
Ave are comiielled to resort to secondary eAudence, but it should be 
recognized that it is secondary evidence. And as I interpret this 
testimony it is largely a conclusion of this A\Ttness based upon certain 
reasons that he has. But let us hear all the reasons. 

]\Ir. INIattheavs. May I suggest the Avitness has not concluded his 
reasons ? 

The Chairaian. I understand that is true, but T think Avhen a Avut- 
ness says that a certain man is a Communist that there ought to be 
some tangible proof to support that statement. 

]\[r. Thoaias. I Avoiild like to liave the A\dtness repeat the last reason 
Avhich he gaA^e, and that is about reading the Declaration of Inde- 
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pendence iVoiii pAirl Browder's hook on conimuiiisin. That is enough 
})roof for me. 

Mr. ]Masox. Go on with the hearing. 

The CiiAimiAX. (^o ahead. 

Mr. Maitiikws. Mr. Howe, have you ever openly in a meeting 
charged ^Ir. Kathhorne witli being a Communist I 

Mr. Hown. I have done that mtiny times on the floor of Local 2. 

]Mr. Matthews. And what happened when you did that? 

Mr. Howe. When Mr. Rathhorne was present in a meeting he has 
never denied to the memhei’shl}) of Local 2 that he was a Communisi; 
that he was a memher of the party. I have read some of these letters 
that have been mentioned here. This one over here—^Ir. Ik)wers con- 
fiiTued this one. I read that before the membership of Local 2, and 
accused Mi‘. Kathborne of being a Communist and a paify member 
and he didn't get out of his seat to reply to that. I might say the 
same thing about Joe Curran. ])resident of the Xational ^Maritime 
Union. He came down to Local 2 to put me on the spot several 
times, and I made that accusation to him and to Blackie Meyers and to 
Roy A. Pyle and none of them denied it point blank. 

The CiiAiioiAX. You mean by that that they were pi'esent at a 
public meeting of the union i 

xMr. Howe. Y es. 

The Chair:v[ax. And that you charged Rathhorne with being a 
Communist and read letters to show it and that he did not deny your 
chaige ? 

]\rr. Howe. He did not deny it. He did not get uj) to defend him¬ 
self by saying a single word and that was enough for me. It was 
enough for the membership of Local 2 to believe and they do so be¬ 
lieve. nine-tenths of the members of the A, R. T. A., Local 2 right 
today believe that ]\Iervvn Rathhorne is not only a Communist, but 
that he is a member of the party because they were there at these 
various meetings when the charges were made and he failed to defend 
himself at all. 

The Ciiairmax. Well, was there any reason that he should fail to 
defend himself? I mean by that, did he undertake to treat it as a 
joke or did the members treat it that way. Were the charges treated 
seriously? 

ilr. Howe. Yes; they were with a sei’ious meaning and it may have 
been due to the fact that I ]n’oduced some of his old letters and he per¬ 
haps thought I had other things that I could produce also that he 
hesitated. 

The Ciiairmax. Any othei* reason? 

Mr. ^Matthews. Xow, ^Mi*. Howe, will you ])lease answer this ques¬ 
tion : Who was it again who recommended ]\Ir. Rathhorne foi* the 
presidency ? 

Mr. Howe. ]\Ir. Rathhorne was recommended to the membership 
of the ^Maritime Division of A. R. T. A. by ^Ir. Hoyt Haddock. 

Ml*. ^NTattihavs. He was the retii'ing president, was he? 

Mr. Howe. Retiring president and took a job as labor adviser for 
the Standard Oil of Xew Jersey. 

^Ii*. ^Iatthews. Xow. was Haddock a known Communisi ? 

Mr. Howe. Haddock was a known Communist, the same as Rath- 
borne is today and I have proof from Haddock\< own woi’ds to nu*. 
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He invited me out to lunch. We had a discussion about the subject of 
communism and it became quite lieated. jNIr. Haddock told me that a 
man Avho was not a Communist—])ardon me—'^A^as a damn fool.-’ 
Tliey are tlie very Avords that Hoyt Haddock used to me. 

I\Ir. jVIattheaa^s. Noav, during the summer of 1937, did Eathborne 
receiAT any substantial sum of money from John L. LeAAUs for organ¬ 
izing purposes ? 

Ml*. Hoaa^e. Eathborne receiATd more than $100,000 from John L. 
LeAAus’ organization for the purpose of organizing the communication 
AAT)rkei's, mainly in the Postal Telegraph, a little bit of Western 
Uiiion, and a great deal for the longshoremen of the Atlantic coast 
and the Gulf. 

l\Ir. ^Matiheavs. Is that a matter of record in the publications of 
theA. C. A.? 

]\Ir. Hoaa^e, Yes, sii*. That may be seen by reading the financial re¬ 
ports published in the A. C. A. Xcavs. 

'Mr. Haititeavs. Xoav, did EatlJ)orne engage organizers for organ¬ 
izing in accordance Avith the purpose of this donation? 

I>ir. Hoave. Yes. Eathborne billed a gi’eat many organizers. 

Mr. jMattiieavs. Do you knoAA^ any of the organizers that Eathlx)i-ne 
engaged ? 

Mi\ Hoaa’e. I know most all of those aa’Iio Avere engaged in the com¬ 
munications field. 

Mr. INIaitheavs. Do you knoAV that Eathborne did or did not make 
it a point to engage only organizei's who aatit Communists or sym¬ 
pathetic to the Communist Party line? 

JMr. Hoave. As far as aat could deteianine he did not hire anyone who 
Avas not a Communist—all of his organizers were Communists. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. The committee is uoav sitting as a subcommittee. I 
Avill make the statement for the sake of the recoi'd. We Iuiat been this 
afternoon as a subcommittee. I think that statement Avas made this 
morning. The subcommittee is composed of the chairman, ^Ir. 3Iason, 
the gentleman from XeAV Mexico, ]Mr. Dempsey. 

Proceed. 

Ml*. iNlATTiiEAVS. Will you please name some of the organizers AAdiom 
you knoAv to be Communists avIio Avere employed by Eathborne in this 
campaign of organization? 

]\Ir. Hoave. Joseph Belleza, T. J. Van Erman. 

Mr. IVIattheaa^s. Did he employ A1 Lannon? 

]\Ir. Hoave. A1 Lannon, I belieA^e Avas on his ])ay roll. A1 Lannon is a 
Communist and Avrites for the Daily lYorker frequently. 

Mr. JMattiieavs. The previous Avitness testified he Avas a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. HoAAm. ^Ir. A1 Lannon was engaged in organizing the longshore- 
inen mainly, and he Avas publishing a small papei* called Tlie Shape Up, 
for the benefit of the longshoremen and Local A. E. T. A. contributed 
money quite frequently to this sha])e-up—$5 and $10 at a time to keep 
it going. 

Mr. ]\rATi'TiEAA\s. Xoav, Avas Eathborne one of the cliief organizers of 
the XeAV York IMaritime Council? 

Mr. Hoaa*e. Yes, sir. He AA^as one of the chief organizers. 

Mr. IMattheavs. Vdio Avas the secretary of that iSlaritime Council? 

Mr. HoAAm. The secretary Avas Thomas Eay, of the Xational Mari¬ 
time TYion, and is AA^ell-knoAvn to be a Communist. 


UX-AMEllICAX PliOPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


7991 

'nIi*. ^Iattiiews. Is Thomas Ihiy ^eiiorally known to be a Communist I 

Mr. Ilc)Wi:. 1 think everyone along the Xew York water front knows 
that he is. He doesn't deny that. 

Mr. Matthews. IVelh was Kay compelled to resign from the secre¬ 
taryship of the Xew Yoi’k Maritime Council because of charges of 
being a C'ommunist i 

Mi\ llowE. I believe he resigned because of his failure to do any¬ 
thing. [ opjmscd his reelection and voted against the continuation of 
the council and another delegate from the Xational ilaritime Union 
did the same thing and he resigned, and we closed up the council. 

:dr. ^tlAriTiEV's. Do yon know who Kathborne'’s organizers are on 
the west coast at the present time ? 

.Mr. Howe. Donghis AVard is one. He is out in Frisco at the present 
time. C lare Browtt is in Chicago. He is organizing for AVestern Union. 
He is a Communist and member of the party. Joseph Selly, I might 
say that I believe everyone of the vice presidents are on the pay roll 
a> oi-ganizei’S. 

^Ii‘. ^Iatitiews. Did Kathl)orne employ a publicity man by the 
name of Ted Sittell ? ** 

Mr. Howe. Yes. Ted Sittell was quite popular among the Com¬ 
munist element. He was trying to convert non-Commiinists to the 
faith and he was hii’ed by Rathborne to act as publicity agent. He 
was quite able to get Rathborne's name in the pa])er very often. 

Mr. ]\Iaithews."^ Xow, you spoke of Roy A. Pyle, the first vice 
president of the Marine Division of the A.‘ C. A. 'Did you identify 
him as a Communist this morning? 

Mr. Howe. I believe I did. He is one anyhow; if I didn’t do it I 
will do it now. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Did Pyle have anything to say when you accused 
Rathborne and his international executive board of being Com¬ 
munists ? 

^Ir. Howe. I made a slip of the tongue one day while I was mak¬ 
ing a s])eech before the membership, and I accused the entire inter¬ 
national executive boai'd of being Communists. Pyle got u]) and 
said: *T would like to have yon dare to accuse Lenne Old and Harold 
Taylor of being Communists.” He only mentioned those two, leav¬ 
ing eveiyone to believe that all of the rest of them were Communists, 
including Pyle. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. AA^ere thei’e seven others? 

Mr. Howe. I'hei'e were nine membei's altogether. 'We called them 
the 'mine old men.” 

Mr. Matthews. AA'hen yon said “the entire executive board were 
Communi.sts” his re])ly was that he challenged you to accuse these 
two men of beincr Communists, is that correct ? 

Mr. Howe, liiat is right. And he did not deny that he was a 
Communist. 

^Ir. ?dATrHEWs. AAYll. Avas thei’e ever any occasion when Pyle was 
asked to sign an affidavit respecting his own political affiliations? 

Mr. Howe. AA"(* were trying to unite the C. I. O. radio officers’ 
union with that of the A. F. of L., and we elected a committee to 
sit with a similar committee of the C. T. U. Pyle was elected as an 
alternate delegate. Xot being a member of Local 2, he was not 
allowed to serve. He came to me and practically begged me to be 
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allowed to ^o along and I told him that we all believed that he was 
a Communist, member of the party, and the C. T. U. would not 
meet with the Communists on the committee. So Pyle said: ‘Why, 
that is foolish; I am not a Communist.’’ And I said, “Well, I will 
tell you what you do, Mr. Pyle. You go down to the next floor 
below before a notaiy public and make out an affidavit that you are 
not a Communist; that you are not a member of the party, that you 
never were such, sign that and swear to it and bring it back to me 
and I will do all I can to get you on this committee so that you 
can go along with us.’’ 

And Pyle refused to do that. Might also say that Hoyt Haddock 
only about 2 weeks ago refused to do that very thing in my pres¬ 
ence—refused to put themselves on record that they are not such. 

Ml’. Matthews. Have you frequently criticized the Communist 
Party and the Communists for their activities in the union? 

Mr. Howe, I was a severe critic of that all the time. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Have you been denounced by Kathborne for “red¬ 
baiting” because you criticized the Communist Party? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. I Avas denounced many times by him and by 
others for “red-baiting.” 

]\Ir. Mattheavs. Xoav, Mr. Hoaac, I Avish to shoAv you some com¬ 
munications. Here is a letter dated June 2. 1938, addressed to 
“Dear Brother HoAve,” and signed by J. E. Croney. Did you iweiA^e 
that communication from J. E. Croney? 

Mr. Hoaa^e. Yes; I did. * 

Mr. Mattheavs. And Avill you please identify it for the record? 

Mr. Hoave. Mr. J. E. Croney is the second vice pi’esident of the 
Marine DiAusion of A. C. A. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Then you received this communication in con¬ 
nection Avith your duties as secretary-treasurer of the A. R. T. A., 
did you ? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs (reading) : 

The folloAving is important: Safer informs me that Comrat .Toe Thomas of 
Port Arthur fame is now in NeAA^ York. He made one trip on a Lykes ship 
to Puerto Rico, and np<m return to Heaumont tlie ship layed up. He hun^^ 
around Port Arthur for a short Avhile, and then disappeared from sight. There 
is a likelihood the C. I‘. has sent liim to X(*\a" York for a course of Commie 
intrigue in the woi*kers' school and Avhat next. 

XoAv, I show you another letter dated June 9, 1938. Did you re- 
ceiAT this communication from Crone}’? 

(Handing paper to the Avitness.) 

Mr. Hoaa’e. Yes. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. In connection Avith your duties as secretary- 
treasurer of Local 2? 

ilr. Hoave. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheavs (reading) : 

Firstly, I Avant you to observe the P>altimoi*e minutes of Hay 2ard. Ohserve 
the resolution blasting the memher.shi]i of this Local for lime worn Red-haiting. 
Ohserve the resolution Idasting the memhers (»f Local No. o for being in the 
same category of the C. T. V. AATll did you ever stop to realize that there 
never would have been any monstrosity such as the CTU if it had not been 
for the ruh‘ or ruin policy of the coinrats? Did you CA^er stop to realize that 
the comrats run the unions by a small minority cli<|ue of commies and commie 
stooges. Noav it certainly is very olivious Avho the Rathborue stooges are. Of 
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coiirs?*^ tlio most fnitlifnl aro tlio old (^mmissars Van Ennan and the jnaii 
from Baltiinoro. Tlioro an' two of rlio im^st vonoinons rats who liavo con¬ 
stantly indoctrinated the ithoney commie i)oncy to the small elitiiu' who (jiiire 
complacently raise their hands to vtde anything the cliciue puts over. 

Xow here is the sitnation. This local is spending every ct'iit for the imr- 
pose of building a decent Local. With instructions from tlie UK'nihership we 
are not paying any more mom'y to the natiotial. 

And what local docs lie rcfci* to in that ? 

]\Ii‘. IlowL. That is Locail Xo. 5, Xew Orleans. 

^Iattiiews. "Did you ever stoj) to realize lhai we liave never 
actually jiaid a Ixuia fide [)er capita to our national. ' Xow, why i.s 
that i yiv, Croney says that the Local in Xew Orleans has reinsed to 
[)ay to the national. 

Mr. Howe. Well, he refused to pay because he thong:ht the money 
was beiiio' spent for snbvei-sive purposes bv the national ofllce of 
A. C. A. 

Mr. Matthews. I show you a connniinication dated—addressed to 
Brothers Howe and Barro. 

ilr. Howe. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. Ma'jthews. Did you receive this communication from Mr. 
Croney ? 

Mr. Howe. That is ri^lit, I did. 

Mr. ilATTiiEws. I lead yon a paragraph: 

In conclusion let mo t('ll you tliat I had a long talk with the Kegioiuil 
Director of the CIO for Alabama yesterday. He says .John I^ewis is fed up 
with the eomrats. I asked him why the hell did he keep them on the payroll 
in n(U]-elective positions. The only excuse is “it is a long range program.” 

I .show 3 ’ou a communication dated only ‘AVednesday afternoon.’^ 
Did you receive that letter from Mr. Croney? 

(Handing paper to the witness.) 

Mr. Howe. Yes. 

^Ir. Matthews. I quote a portion of the letter: 

I am so damned mad today that I cannot think straight. I may as well 
tell you that I am reaching the end of my rope with the damned commie blanks. 
It is becoming too much for me. Personally I do not nnderstand how decent 
people can carry along with tln'in. hut I am sending this in supplication that 
you do not resign at this Time. You must realize that the real members of 
AKTA a)-(‘ on the ships and they will hack you up. The eomrats remain on 
shore: they live like rats in a sewer; wait to i)ack the meetings, and yon will 
continne to have trouble tis long as Piathhnrne remains in tlie national whicli. 
of co\irse. he will, liecanse there is no opposition to oust him. 

Mr. Casey. Who is that letter from? 

]Mr. Maitiiews. This is from Mr. J. E. Croney, the secretary of 
local o of the American Communications Association, in Xew Orleans, 
addressed to ^Ir. Howe, secretary of local 2 in Xew York City. 

If we are lo just take them in to i)l(*ase the wishes of the Commissar chieftains, 
such as (hirraii. Please send me a letter to my house. Fur God‘s sake do not 
rum over the Loc^al to the C. P. at this time. It is evident that tin' national 
will he in complete hands of the (\ P. Jordan is a C. P. Seily and the rest of 
the gang. 

I show yon a letter dated August 1. 11)88. Did you receive that com- 
innnication from Mr. Croney | handing paper to the witness]? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, sii-; I did. 

^Ir. ^Matthews (reading) : 

1 hoix' yon fellows will not arouse tin' comrals to dupe you into any com¬ 
promise. Their honor is that of a skunk and any terms lin'y make will not 
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be maintained. The mistake right along lias not been to denoiinoe the rats 
a long time ago. AVe have no intention of allowing Jordan ro do any eoordinating 
in this neck of the woods. 

I show you another letter dated March 13, 1939. Did you receive 
this comiminication from Mr. Croney [handing paper to the witness] ? 

Mr, Howe. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Matthews (reading) : 

I want all of yon to understand that there is no retreat so far as I am 
liersonally concerned, not even if the ACA gets control of the contracts. My 
decision is absolutely irrevocable. I shall never return to the At'A which is 
controlled by the worst kind of dictatorship that has ever been used in the 
American labor movement. It will take time for the members to realize the 
audacity of these conirat fakirs. Thesis same rats who ravtnl up and down 
the country a few years ago about the ISU dictatorship are even now worse 
than they. Their international executive luiard is the same thing as the ISU 
executive board. I cannot see the difference. 

Here is a communication dated Xew Orleans, La., July 1, 1938. 
Did you receive this letter from ]Mr. Croney [handing paper to the 
witness] ? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Mattheaa^s (reading) : 

I am still suffering from the shock at reading your letter. To imagine yon 
would waste any time with one of the most monstrous fakirs in the UdM)r 
movement. One of the most dangerous comrats in this country. Sleek, 
hypocritical politician Comrade Hoyt Haddock. The curly haired boy of 
Standard Oil Company. 

The Chairman. Just a second, please. Let me announce a change 
in the subcommittee. The subcommittee is now composed of tlie 
chairman, the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Casey, and Mr. 
Mason. Proceed. 

Mr. Mattheavs (reading) : 

AA’’ell, I will be darned. And this comrat is actually very perturbed and 
worried about the Gulf and ARTA in this Gulf. 

And on page 2 of this letter: 

You know damn well that (TO, ACA, V. was rammed down the throats 
of the members. You know that the boys on the ships are lead to do things 
that they know nothing about. I also see CK) as okay hut not to be dominated 
and run by comrats, and there is no denying the fact that the whole damn 
sheebang is being run by them and the pie-caid fakirs such as Brophy are just 
riding the gravy train. 

On page 3 of the same letter: 

If John Lewis continues to adhere to the policy of using the comrats to or¬ 
ganize with the asinine idea in his head that he can throw them (Uit, he is g<^ing 
to find himself holding the bag and it won't be very long either. 

Here is a communication dated April 2,1938, signed by J. E. Croney. 
Did you receive this communication from Mr. Croitey [handing paper 
to the witness] ? 

Mr, Howe. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Matthews (reading) : 

From an unimpeachable source I know that he was kicked out from the 
grand and noble fraternity of Elks last summer. 

What are the ‘^Elks,’’ ilr. Howe? 

]Mr. Howe. The Elks are the Communists. 

iNIr. Matthews. That was a slang way of referring to the Com¬ 
munists, was it? 
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Mr. Howp:. Yes, sir. 

-Mr. -Ma'itiiews. In your coinniunicatioiis witli ilr. Croney ? 

]Mr. lIowE. 1 never used that term. 

The CiiAiioiAx. Wliy did you use that term? If there was an aiiti- 
Coinmimist ornauization, it is the Elks. AVhy did you use that 
term ? 

^Ir. IToave. I never used it myself but it is used by men like 
Cronev. That is what he meant. 

;Mr.’ Masox. In all probability it is used because the Elks is a 
oreat American institution and tliey wanted to ridicule that insti¬ 
tution by pervertinii^ the use of tliat name. 

]\Ir, ^tATTiiEWs. Quoting a'i'ain from jiaire B of this letter: 

I warn you to he careful. There are more stooges in the Elks tlian Elks. 
The real truth is they do not eare if you belong or not, so long as you pack 
the line and earry out the ehange of line whenever the great master desires 
to do so. At the present time the lOlks are further to the right than aiw 
group. They are seeretly sponsoring war. They are sponsoring collective se¬ 
curity. They are Ked Fascists and I go on record as denouncing them for 
being the most dangerous element in the labor unions today for the ijurpose 
of railroading us into a war which will mean the end of our democracy. 

Me. ]\Iasox. What is the date on that letter? 

Mr. ^Matthews. Tliat was dated April 2, 1938, at a period, obvi¬ 
ously. wlien the Communist Party was in favor of collective security. 

T show yon another communication dated January 2, 1938. Did 
you receive this from i\[r. Croney [handing paper to the witness] ? 

Mr. Howe. Yes, sir; I did. 

^[r. ^Matthews (reading) : 

Xow. here is something that might interest you: I have had several photo¬ 
static copies of letters exposing Mr. Pylo as a comrat since 1935 to 1036. At 
that tiin(‘ he was in the ('ommunist Party with Haddock and Rathborne. Bliss 
was the big shot at that time. When Pyle on plans from the Communist Party 
made a damn mes.H in the 10:15 east coast operators' strike, putting over one 
hundred fifty radio men on the bricks to no avail, and subsequently caused 
The loss of \he entire UFCO membership, this little fakir Pyle was on the 
.xpot pretty bad. The (Vumnunist Party wanted Haddock, Bliss, Pyle to resign 
and Rathborne and Jordon were supposed to come east and take over. The.se 
were instructions from Earl Browder himself, br.t these good comrats would 
not obey orders. They refused to quit. Later Ratty was run for president. 
Haddock, becoming stnle on the C. P. stuff, wormed his way into a stooge 
job with the Standard (>ii Co., still keeping in C. P. good books. Haddock 
is the cagiest and most nn.scrupulous man among them, if you don’t happen to 
know it. I had received this dope from a guy who was in the C. P. at that 
time but never really believed much of what this crackpot told me. It was 
witli great surprise therefore when Jordon who came here last July and in the 
pre.sence of his v,ife in a cafe told me that he was one of the boys who went 
to .sre Browder witli Haddock. Pyle, and Bliss. Jordon told me he had ju.st 
hooked ui) with the C. P. at that time hut when Pyle, Haddock, and Bliss 
refused to resign upon advice of Browder, he never took any active part in 
the Communist Party fr<»ni there on. He held a book hut refused to go down 
the Iin(‘ at times. Had nor held a Communist Party book since the early 
spring of P.J38. I kmov it to he a fact the commies never trusted Jordon very 
much. Jordon, more of a rank and filer, and leaning more toward democracy 
would huek them at times with the result they called him au “opportunist.” 
One well-known coiural who u.sed to come here on a Swayne and Hoyt sliip 
had lunch with me ou(‘ d:iy and he blasted the hell out of .Jordon. Neverthe¬ 
less things began to g(J so critical with the communists shortly before the 
I93t> to 1937 strike that they were careless with their trusted lieutenants. 
They startcnl (h(‘ system rsf using any man they could find as a stooge. In 
otlK'r word', they heeame careless. One In-otiier, a rookie in the Cf)niminiist 
Party who is now a niemher of this local, dropped into the national office 
one afternoon and found Roy Hudson, Haddock and Pyle working over the 
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natioiinrs lodgor. Roy Hudson, pencil in hand, was figuring out how they 
wi're going to cover up several hundred dollars of the money which had been 
spent. If iny memory dnes not fail me I think there was a miscellaneous 
statement in the AUTA Rulletin for June IDS."), showing something like $498.75 
marked up to “Miscellaneous.” This money was covered np by the unholy 
threo; Haddock. Hudson, and Pyle. Believe Bliss was in on it also. This 
fellow as stated above is a member of local 5. 

Will you please identify for the iTcord at this point vcho Roy 
Hudson is? 

Mr. Howe. Roy Hudson is an oro-aiiizer for the Communist Party 
He did have cliar^'e of the waterfront section of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Mati'hews. Xow, I sliow you a (‘ommunication dated March 7, 
1939. Did you receive this from Mr. Croney [Itandino: paper to the 
witness] ? 

Mr. liowE. Yes, sir; I did. 

iMr. ]\1attiiew.s. I read a jiarae'rajdi from pa,oe 1: 

The following information is the truth and nothing but the truth. After the 
19.45 ARTA Cunvention held in December of that year, ^Ir. Haddock caJKelted 
the ARTA New York charter, and from that time ARTA was a charterless 
organization, pending atliliation with the A. F. of L by merger with the mori¬ 
bund Capital Commercial Telegrapliers’ liiion. But the Communist Party 
line at that time, as you know, was to capture the A. F. of L. so the faithful 
followers f)f the I^irty decided tlnit we should merge into the CTU as a part of 
that organization. In the spring of 19.4G a referendum of ARTA was taken and 
by astute pro[)aganda the majority of ARTA members voted to affiliate with 
the A. F. of Tj. by merger with the (^Tt^. But in brief the CTU learning of our 
notorious communist officialdom arbitrarily refused to take the ARTA as a part 
of CTU. All through IfiJG ARTA continued to operate as a charterless 
organization. 

Was it true that the C. T. H. declined to acce|)t the proposed 
mer<rcr ? 

?dr. Howe. Tliat is rioht. 

VlW ^Iattiiews. I sliow you a letter dated July *23, without a year, 
addressed to ‘Jh-other HoAve.” and siirned E. C.’' Did you recei^^e 
this from ]Mr. Croney [handino; paper to the Avitness] ? 

Mi\ Hoave. I did. 

Mr. Mattheavs. I read: 

Earl Browder called Haddock, Pyle, Rathhorue, Bliss, and myself to his office. 
We had <]nite a hot conference there. The decisions wore that both Haddock and 
Pyle were to resign immediately and Rathhorue and myself AA’ere to come east 
and take over. 

I .shoAv yon one final lettei- dated XoATinlier 7, 1938. Is this a 
letter from INIr. Croney [handiiin- ])aper to the Avitness] ? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes. sir. 

^Iattiieavs (readino:) : 

In conclusion we come to the point. If tlie polioy nf onr future is to he laid 
down J»y a Rathhorue or a Rotham, or a Van Erinan, it naturally will he the 
Communist Party line. 

Mr. Chairman. I ask that these letters ))e accepted in evidence and 
marked as exhibits. 

The Chairman. They Avill be receiA ed in evidence. 

(The letters referred to by Mr. Matthews were marked “Howe 
Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13,” and made 
a part of the record.) 

ilr. Mattheavs. Fi’om the XeAv York Times of Sunday. ^lay 9, 1937, 
I lead a portion of an article entitled ''(Iroiip heai’S plan to resist 
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T iiiteil States war—Women Slio])|)ers' Leaiiue is told at luncheon 
maritime woi-kers a^ree on course—Store union plans told—?drs. Eli- 
nore llei’rick emphasizes need of ;Li(‘ttin2* all facts on both sides of 
cont mvei'sy." 

Eho^e are the headlines and the article follows: 

Maritime workers tliroiiiihoiu the country are omiosed to war ami if necessary 
will use their (Uiranized power to jireveiit this country from (m.iiaging in a 
foreign conhict. M(‘rv.\n Rathhonie, president of the American Radio Telegraph¬ 
ists* Association, sliip radio gronih asserted yesterday. 

Mr. Rathhonie, wlio was active in the recent maritime strike on the west coast 
as secretary of the San r^ranciseo Bay area district council of the Raeific Maritime 
Federation, siioke at ilie tirst annual luneheoii of the League of Women Slioj^pers 
ill the Tovni llall (dul). 

Mr. Rathhorne said the Pacific Maritinu' Federation has adopted a resoliUiou 
oi>posing war and he tuf'dieted that all other maritime workers would endorse a 
.'similar course at a national niariiinie (‘oiivention planned for tliis summer. They 
would agrei' not to handle war materials, he saivd. 

Mr. Rathhonie urged the women shoppc'rs to refuse to sail on vessels whose 
employes’ unions are not recognized by the shipowners. Ho asked also that the 
L(*agne of V/omen Shoppov.s support tht‘ unionized maritime workers politically. 

Mary Hillyer, meniher of tlie league’s lioard, wlio luesided, assured Mr. Ratli- 
honie of the leagu(‘’s (-(joperation. 

Mrs. (’lariiia Miehelsou, organizer of tlu' Department Store Fmploye.s tJnion, 
Local 1250. exiiressed contidep-ce that “in a very .short while with the cooiieration 
of eonsnmm-s and workm-s. the 5- and 10-cent and department store workers will 
be organized 100 per cent.” She said “the consumer has a decisive role to play” 
in organizing the store workers. 

Mr.s. Elinore M. Herrick, regional director of the National Ltihor Relations 
Board, said the Government's new powers with resyicct to labor “must he exer- 
ei.sed wisely and with resiraint.” She said “it l>ehooves any one going into the 
causes of industrial disputes to he careful and make an effort to get the facts on 
both sule.-.” 

Miss Leane Zugsinith, writer and member of the league’s hoard, spoke oii the 
reed for a greater memliership in the league. 

Xow. ]\ir. Ilowe, I should like to read you portions of a communica¬ 
tion wliich this committee has received fi*om a member of the A. C. A., 
;iud since he is not ])resent, I will ask you if you can verify bis state¬ 
ments or if you wish to coiuTCt them in any way in the li^’lit of your 
own information. 

The CiiAiitMAN. Why nut just ask him certain questions based upon 
that—if he knows certpan things were true, 

]yir. Mattiifavs (reading) : 

To start with I am a ship radi<» operator and have been one for 12 years. I 
hold iiiemhershii)- 

T!ie Chatrmax. Just a second. There are certain communications 
whicli the committee receives which I do not think should be made 
public for various reasons so we will exclude that. 

Mr. Casey. He can use it as a base for questioning. 

The CiiAimiAN. Yes, as a basis for que.^^tioning, i)u( a iri*eat many 
people write this committee with tlie understanding that nothing tbt'V 
say will be made public or be used in any sense tliat might trace it to 
them. 

Mr. Matthews. Yes. This communication states that the opinion 
of the author- 

Tlie CiiAimiAN. Just a^^k him certain (iiiestions based oit it. If it 
contains certain information, ask him if tliat information, witliont 
readinir anything tliat might divulge vdio the man is or anything 
about it. 
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Mr. Matthews. Well, you stated that the A. C. A. was 100*perceiit 
dominated by the Communist Part}", is that correct ? 

Mr. Howe. I forget whether I said 99 or 100, but it is very close 
to 100 ])ercent. 

]Mr. Matthews. Is your conviction based upon your connections 
with the A. C. A. and your knowledge of Communist tactics in the 
trade unions with which you have had experience for a number of 
years, that the A. C. A. being under the domination of the Com¬ 
munist Party represents a “Trojan horse” for the Communists in a 
held of vital concern to the national safety of this country? 

Mr. Howe. Yes. One cannot be inside of the A. C. A. or any 
similar organization any length of time without feeling that some¬ 
thing is wrong somewhere. When you try to investigate what is 
wrong, you inevitably come to the fact that these men who do cer¬ 
tain things, that the rest of us do not do, belong to the Communist 
Party, 

Mr. ^Matthews. Have you heard in your conversations with mem¬ 
bers of the union that the Conununist Party maintains up and down 
the coasts of the United States short-wave receiving radio .stations? 

ilr. Hov/e. I have heard it said that- 

ilr. Casey. We must not go into the field of what you have heard 
said. If you know something about it Ave would like to haA"e it. 

ilr. PIowE. To my knoAvledge I don't knoAV of their existence. 

Mr. !Mattheavs. Well, you Avould not be able to locate one in the 
light of your oAvn connection, is that correct ? 

Jlr, lioAVE. No. My position in the union did not give me time 
to do such kind of work. 

Mr. Matthews. I think that is all the questions I have, ]Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Casey. I wasn't here this morning, but I notice in the paper—■ 
you are Mr. Howe, aren’t you? 

!Mr. Hoave. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Casey. I noticed in the paper a statement that you have seen a 
man named Stano—is that the Avay you pronounce his name—Stano? 

Mr. Hoave. Yes; Stano. 

Mr. Casey. In the radio room of the yacht A^ea Oloiid, owned by 
Joseph B. DaA"ies, and you identified him as a Communist. 

Mr. Hoave. Yes: I stated that. 

Mr. Casey. Hoav do yon knoAv he is a Communist? 

]\lr. HoAAm. Well. I know it from the facts I have given here 
todav. 

Mi'. Casey. What ? 

ilr. Hoave. From the facts I haA"e giA"en here today—my testimony 
here today and based upon my experience in the A. K. T. A., Local 2 ; 
from my talks Avith !Mr. Stano. his actions, AAdiat others have told 
me about him and also how he became a member of A. E. T. A., 
Local 2. He became a member in a very suspicious Avay and he Avas 
made a member Avithout my knoAvledge or consent in my absence. 
He Avas placed u]jon the unemployed list by a man —I don't vrant 
to mention the man’s name if I am not compelled to—by a man AAdio 
I firmly belieA-e is a member of the party—Avho Avas an official of 
the union at that time. 

]Mr. Casey. Did you eATr see Stano at a meeting of the Communist 
Party ? 
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]\Ir. IIowE. Oh, VOS—at tho Coimnunist Party, no. At the 
A. K. T, A. looal. 

]Mr. Casey. And did yon handle his membersliip card? 

]Mr. PIowE. Xo. That was handled by someone else who took 
him in. 

Mr. Casey. Xow, you said you knoAv by your talks Avith Stano. 
Will you tell us hoAv those talks gave you the impression that he 
Avas a Communist? ’ -'■j 

Mr. IIoAVE. AVell. I have just forgotten the exact nature of the 
conver^ation but I knoAv that he stood for eA^erything that Ilathborne 
and Pyle and Jordan and those men stood for in the union, and Avas 
very much opposed to anything tliat I stood for. And there Avas a 
close division there in the union. We took sides, f^very man be¬ 
longed to one side or the other. He Avas either Avith us or against us. 

Mr. Casey. The fact that he opposed your faction in the union is 
Avhat gave you the impression lie Avas a Communist? 

^Ir. ]\Iasox. Xo; the fact that they opposed the anti-Commimist 
faction in the union. 

Ml-. Casey. 'Wili you let me conduct this examination for a few 
minutes. 

Mr. Masox, The fact of the matter is most of the testimony was 
giA'en and the reasons AA'ere giA’en this morning. 

The CiiAiKMAX. itr. Casey is entirely Avithin his rights in wanting 
to find out Avhy the man says this felloAV is a Communist— Avhat 
reason. 

Mr. Hoave. We learned in local 2 that men Avho Avere not Com¬ 
munists Avere not afraid to speak up and say they were not. 'We had 
meetings there AAdien men got up and testified to that elfect, that they 
Avere not Communists and they AA^ere proud to get up in the meeting 
and say that they Avere not. Other mem only a small minority, about 
40 out of 500 Avho were Communists, refused to get up and sa}^ any¬ 
thing and they ahvays Amted the straight party ticket, so to speak. 

Mr. Casey. Xoav, tliat is a rather negatiA^e attitude. That is, if 
they did not disclaim being Communists you assumed they Avere. 

Mr. Hoave. Well, everyone did assume that they Avere. 

^tr, Casey. By tlie fact that they did not say they Avere not? 

^Ir. Hoave. They Avould not say they Avere not. 

^Ir. Casey. Well, iioav, liave you anything positive that they eA^er— 
I knoAv that they seek to hide the fact that they are Communists, but 
have you eA^er heard a statement directly from ]Mr. Stano Avhich Avould 
ixivr von the impression that he Avas a Communist? 

Mr. Howe. Well, yes. ]Manv statements from him that gave me 
that impression. 

^Ir. Casey. What AA'ere those statements? 

Mr. Hoaau:. Well, it has been some time since I met Mr. Stano but 
one thing that struck me very much Avas that AAdien I AA^nt aboard this 
Sea Cloud to see him; Mr. Stano and I never had any trouble—AA^e 
never had an argument. There is no reason Avhy Mr. Stano should 
not shake hands Avith me and speak to me like almost every other 
member of A. 11. T. A.. Local 2. I AA^eiit aboard Mr. Stano’s shi]i, and 
I Avas all but ushered off of the ship immediately Avithout any discus¬ 
sion at all. 

XoAv, that action for a man that has no reason to dislike me is 
strong indication of Avhat the man really belieA^es. 
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]\Ii\ Casey. You mean a ])erson wlio changes his attitude towaicl 
you personally is evidence in your niind that he is a Communist? 

Mr. Howe. I wouldn’t say that it proves that he was; no. But that 
is one of the many things that he did. 

]Mr. Casey. Have you any other evidence that would lead you to the 
conclusion tliat he is a Communist? 

]\[r. Howe. Well, I mentioned the way he w as taken in. 

]Mr. Casey. How Avas that—that is not clear in my mind. 

Ml*. Hoave. He was taken in without my knowdedge or consent. I 
was the secretary-treasurer. I Avas the man that usually suj^ervised 
the admission of men to membership or Avhen members transfen*ed 
from one local to another or Avhen a man Avas i^laced ui)on what Ave 
called the beach list—the unemployed list. 

One day I came in and I suaa’ Stano’s name on it and I inquired Iioaa’ 
he got on it and aaIio he Avas and all about it, and the man that gaA^e 
me the information, the man that placed him on the list didn’t seem 
to AA ant to come clean and tell me how he got on there, because I inves¬ 
tigated eA^ery man that had his name placed upon this list. I Avanted 
to be sure he Avas being })ut on the list in strict accordance Avith the 
rules of the local, and I am not sure AAdiether Mr. Stano got on this 
list in accordance Avith the rules of the local. That is why they Avanted 
to take him in AA’hen I Avasn’t there. 

Mr. Casey. Did you exer question Mr. Stano about his coming into 
your union in a xaj not in conformity AAUth the rules of the local ? 

iNIr. Hoave. Xo. I questioned the man that took him in. 

]\Ir. Casey. Did you ever question Mr. Stano directly to find out? 

INlr. Hoave. Xot w hy he got in; no. That Avould be improper, in my 
estimation. I should question the man that did actually let him come 
in and the man told me it aa as all right, that he Avas the right kind of 
a man. 

The Chairman. Xoav, as I understand it. in your union there Avas a 
constant battle betAveen the Communists and the non-Communists' 

Mr. Hoaa^e. That is right. 

The Chairman. The lines Avere a cry sharply draAvn ? 

Mr. Hoave. They aati'c ATi*y sharjily draAvn. 

The Chairman. And in tlie couise of that battle betAveen the tAvo 
foi’ces the non-Communists learned Avho the members—AAdio the Com¬ 
munists AAere? They did not see their membership book but through 
their actions and their sup])ort of the party line and the general issues 
Avhich they took, it l>ecame evident to the non-Communist members Avho 
the otliers Avere, is that true? 

Ml*. Hoave. That is right. 

The Chairman. Oaci* a long period of time? 

Ml*. Hoave. Yes. 

The Chairman. I mean it Avas not just one incident? 

:Mi*. Hoave. Xo. 

The Chairman. But many incidents that supported the Communist 
line, is that right ? 

Mr. Hoave. That is right. 

The CiiAiR]\[AN. You kncAv you Avere one of the non-Comimmists in 
the group, is that right ? 

]\ir. Hoave. Yes. sir: I can give a good illustiation of that. We had 
a man by the name of Pearlman—Joe Pearlman, w ho is a AA’ell-known 
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C\)inniinii.^t. ITo caine into a nieotin^ one day and not knowin^Z wliat 
llie issue Avas about, he took niy side—spoke in snp])ort of wliat 1 was 
spi'akin^* foi*. and Tommie Ault — [ mentioned Ijis name this morning, 
lie got up and tuiaied aiound and looked at Pearlman and tried to tell 
him tlie best that he could that lie was on the wrong side. Pearlman 
shifted ovei’ i-ight in the middle of his talk and took the opposite when 
lie knew what the party line was—what the faction of the A. R. T. A. 
was standing for. Every party member was supposed to get behind 
that bloc and vote for it and sjieak for it, and they did that. 

The CuAimiAX. Has a iion-Communist in a labor organization 
any other mnnnei* of telling who the people are^ They wouldn't tell 
themselves and often deny they are members of the party. They 
come befoi’e this committee and under oath deny membership in the 
pai’ty and refuse to give facts. 

Now, in dealing with a situation within a union it is impossible 
for those who want to rid the union of the Communist influence 
and combat it, they can't ascertain by membeiship books oi* by 
records- 

]\Ir. Howe. Xo. 

The CTiAimiAX. AVhat is concealed from them. So the only way 
that union men generally in the movement can find out who are the 
Communists is largely through watching their tactics aiul their 
attitude and their ]>ositions with reference to the whole Communist 
Party line, is that true? 

^fr. Howe. That is the way v’e learned how they stood. And, of 
coursv, there is always someone that each Communist will tell. I was 
shown membership cards- 

The Chairman. But there is always the possibility or always the 
danger that because some one disagrees—I mean 3^011 don’t take the 
])osition because some one disagrees with 3^11 that that would neces¬ 
sarily mean he is a Communist? 

]\Ir. Howe. I did not wish to conve3^ that impression. 

The Chairman. What 3 ’on did sa 3 y as I understand vour testi- 
iiKUiv, and if it is not true I want 3 ’ou to correct me, as I understand 
vou there was this fight within the union between the Communists 
and the non-Communists? 

]\Ir. Howe. I would like to sav that I got a great deal of m3" definite 
information from an official of A. R. T. A., Local 2 . whose name I 
would not like to mention here, but he was an elected official of 
A. R. T. xV., Local 2 , and while I am not certain that he was a part 3 ^ 
member, from his own statements he attended a great many meetings 
of the ])artv highei’ fractions, boros, and so on, and he told me who 
the members were. 

d'he Chairman. Now. whv would he tell you who the memiieis 
were if he was a member of the party? 

^Ir. Howe. Because of the peculiar nature of this particulai- indi¬ 
vidual. He was one of what we call a fence rider—he was straddling 
both sides of the fence and he was giving me a certain amount of 
information and I pi'osume lie was doing the same to the other side. 

:\rr. ( Asev. AVhv do vou want to defend that ])articulai' individual 
here ? ' ‘ 

]\rr. Howe. Whv do I favoi* it ? 

]\Ii’. Casey. Xo. Whv do vou want to defend him? Why so 
anxious to cloak his name with seci’ecy? 
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]\Ir. Howe. I would not like to disclose my reason unless I am 
compelled to. 

Mr. Mason. ]\Ir. Chairman, I would like to ask a question. 

Tlie Chairman. You should have some strong i-eason because yoi] 
haven't had any hesitancy in desio-nating other people as Communists. 
I^nless you have some plausible and sti‘ong- reason the chair is unable 
to understand why you would withhold this mairs name. 

Mr. iVlASON. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question or two? 

Mr. Howe, in your constant, persistent elForts over a lon^ period of 
time to rid your union of the Communists and to block their pro- 
oranu you of course met violent opposition from certain members of 
your union, did you not? 

]\Ir. Howe. Met violent opposition? 

Mr. ]Mason. Yes. 

Ml*. Howe. Yes. 

Mr. Mason. And naturally you would conclude that those who 
opposed your efi'oi*ts to rid the union of its communism and its C’om- 
munist element would naturally either be Communists or Communist 
sym])athizers; is that right? 

i\Ir. Howe. I don't think I ever took that view. I tried to take 
the broader view and if I thought the man was not a Communist I 
talked to him, and some men wliom T suspected, after a discussion 
they came around to our way of thinking, and I no longer thought 
those men were Communists. But I always gave a man the benefit of 
the doubt. 

iNIr. Mason. Xow I want to come to this man Stano. You, in your 
union meetings, at which these arguments pro and con over the 
Communist line, and so forth, met this man Stano in these union 
meetings before you v;ent aboard that sloop? You met him con¬ 
stantly over a period of time, did you? 

Mr. Howe. Well, I don't think I ever knew Stano very much. 
In fact, I donk know him very much now. Until he actually came 
into local 2, then he did attend a few meetings and he was around 
the hall waiting like other men did for jobs—for a job. 

Mr. ]\Iason. Now, in local 2 and in the meetings, what part did 
Stano take in these differences of opinion over this party contro- 
*\*ersy ? 

Ml*. Howe. ^Vell, I don't recall now any. He took part like the 
other members. 

Mr. Mason. Did he line up with tlie minority group who were 
opposed to the Communist element, or did he line up with the other 
groiqj? 

Mr. Howe. He lined up with the Communists at all times. 

Mr. ASON. With the Communists? 

]Mr. Howe. Yes, sir; at all times. 

l\[i\ Mason. Then b}- his actions in these union meetings, lining up 
with the Communist group against those who wanted to eradicate 
those groups from the union, you would judge from his actions that 
he was one of that group, would you not? 

ilr. Hoave. Well, 1 Avouldn't base my conclusions on that alto¬ 
gether. Tf T didn't hrivo hi her reasons for believing it, which I told 
you about the man that took him in, gave me an idea that he Avas. 

]Mr. Mason. Well, all I can say is if you cannot get their cai’ds and 
membership, and they lie about their membership, then the only 
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you can do is to jud^'o by tlieir actions and their eftoits and 
that is iiood enough for me, 

Mr. Howe. Well, it is ^*ood enoiiirh for me. I don't suppose that 
would go in a court, of law, but you can never get these men to 
admit that they aiv and if you would go on that alone there wouldn't 
be any Communist Party. 

The CiiAiEMAx. On the other hand, you had reasons for griev¬ 
ances of your own. You engaged in a fight and you were elected 
seci*etaiy." You say you aiv still the legally elected secretary, but you 
say you were forcibly thrown out of the union by this goon-squad 
inethod; you were expelled fi^om the union. Therefoi’e you have con¬ 
siderable feeling in the matter. Woidd you permit those feelings to 
influence you in your testimony^ Would it be possible for you to 
naturally feel very much aggrieved with people who don't agree with 
you ? 

Mr. Howe. I woidd like to state that I got up on the fioor of local 
2 in the winter of 1987, during our strike, and after the strike Avas 
oA'er, and actually defended the Communists. Others were ‘b’ed- 
baiting” then when I was against ^'red-baiting,'’ but I wasn’t afraid 
to tell the membership that I was not a Communist. But I did say 
T believed a Communist had as much a right to be in a labor union 
as anyone else. But I didn’t know when I said that, defending the 
C'ominunists, that I Avas putting myself on the spot for the future 
because then there became a ATiy definite degree of coolness toAvard 
me on the part of the Communists and they began to shoAV that more 
and more as time Avent on and the more they shoAved it the more the 
other members supported me, so finally at the last election I got all 
rlie votes except 25—left only 25 real dyed-in-the-Avool Communists 
Avho voted against me. But the fight became more and more bitter 
fi'om that time on until I Avas finally throAvn out by them. 

Mr. Casey. Did Stano ever get up on the floor and speak in behalf 
of the (Mmmunists? 

Mr. Hoave. I don’t recall that he eATr did. 

]\Ir. C'asey. Did Stano or Avas Stano one of those 24 or 25 who 
voted against you ? 

5Ir. Hoave. I could not say that. The vote Avas secret. We don’t 
knoAv Avho voted. 

Mr. CASEA^ You say Stano lined up Avith the Communists. Xoav. 
you say you don't recall that he ever spoke in favoi' of any measui’e 
tliey backed. You don’t knoAv Avhether he A’oted for any" measures 
if it Avas a secret vote. MTat do you mean Avhen you say “he lined 
u]i with the Communists”? 

^Ir. Hoave. Well, Avhen I say secret A^ote—AAdien Ave elect officers 
Ave elect them by a referendum vote that takes 00 days, because avc 
have to Avait until our men get back from their foreign voyages, 
so they vote bv mail or they can come in and place or go to the post 
office whei-e these ballots Avere returned to a. post-office box and 
de]msit their ballot there. But at eAauw membershi]) meeting Ave also 
took up certain questions Avhere the men A’oted. Ea'cev Tuesday avc 
had a membei'shi]) meetinir but Ave didn't elect any officers there.' We 
were discussing the policy of the local. 

Sup])osing noAv the American League for Peace and DemocracA’ 
came doAvn there and 'Mr. Van Taine—it Avas done in this way. He 
Avould call me on the telephone and ask me if he could come down 
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tliere Tuesday to make a S])eech. At fii'st I told him tliat I wasn't 
1‘unnin^’ the union: if he wanted to eome down there at a membershij) 
ineetini]:. I Avonld let the members vote on whether or not he could 
speak. So he would come down. He would oct up there for a second 
and then the membei’s would vote on whether they wanted him to 
speak. They miglit ask him to go outside while they debated the 
liiatter. 

A>lh those debates became hot over little things like that. 
when everybody knew that the American League was a Communist 
fi'ont organization, any man who supi)orted it when he should know 
that, know Avhat it was, why, we suspected that he was inclined to 
he a Communist. Things like that. That is only one illustration. 
Had lots of other causes—Spanish democracy. 

Mr. Casey. I confess I don’ see the connection between your nswer 
and my question. 

Mr. Howe. Perhajis I foi’get what the question was. 

]\Ir. ^Iattheavs. I think Iheiv Avas a misunderstanding about your 
question. When you asked ]Mr. IIoAve if they voted against him 
did that mean they AA^ei'e men being A^oted on foi* electiA^e office or 
on the question of resolutions. 

Ml*. IIoAVE. I am talking about the ])olicy of the local. 

Mr. Casey. ]My question Avas: In Avhat Avay did Stano line up Avith 
the Comunists, because you use that phrase. 

Mr. PIoAVE. Well, at the memhershij) meetings where the policies 
of the local Avere fi’amed— 

INIr. IMA'miEAA’S. And the voting aaus not secret on those policies. 

^Ir. Casey, And the voting Avas not secret ? 

Ml*. Hoave. Xo. They Axited by a shoAv of hands. 

Mr. Casey. You saw him raise his hands in opiiositioii or in sujiport 
of policies supported by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hoave. He ahvays folloAAed the Communist Party line. 

Ml*. Casey. Noav, do yon recall any ])r()minent measures that Avere 
communistic that he supported? I don't Avaut to go back through 
it all. GiA^e us the outstanding one in your mind. 

Mr. Hoaa^e. Nothing in particular, but there Avere many things 
that came up during that ]ieriod Avhen he Avas there. One I think 
Avas the famous auditing committee leport Avhich Avas jirepared by 
Roy Robinson, Wayne Pascal. That Avas brought up for the pur¬ 
pose of trj^ingito put me on the spot. They tried to make it look 
like I had stolen about $2,000 of the money. They didn’t actually say 
T had stolen it but they inferred it had lieen suent—strike-fund 
money had been spent for genei’al puiposes including salaries, but 
that Avas thoroughly explained by Iaao certified public aceountants. 

Mr. Casey. You aatic cleared of that? 

]\Ir. Hoave. I Avas. 

Ml*. Casea^ But Avhat Avas the resolution? A resolution to investi¬ 
gate your activities, Avas it? 

Mr. Hoaa^e. Xo. This Avas a resolution that Avas passed to elect an 
auditing committee to audit the books. So they audited the books 
and they made their report. 

Mr. Casey. Had a committee audit your books? 

]Mr. Hoave. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Casey. And Stano Amted in faA^or of that resolution? 
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]Mi‘. IIdwi-:. I would not say about that. I am just bringing tliis 
np as typical of one of the many ([uostions that were brought up dur¬ 
ing that period, riiey were trying to frame me so they could kick 
me out and they could never do it. And the Communists or llie men 
lined nj) to do that were considered by everybody as bein^ Commnn- 
ists or fellow travelers. 

The Cii.MKMAx. Was there ever a vote of the union expelling you? 

iMr. IIowE. Thei’e was a vote of one nieml)ership meeting which 
was attended by around i?0 or 21 members, only. We had 500 mem¬ 
bers in the local but under a provision of the constitution they could— 
they didiTt have to submit that to the entire inembershi]) if they 
didn’t want to. But that was 8 months after I was thrown out. 

The CiiAimiAX. You explained the circumstances of being thrown 
out. You say you were physically removed? 

Mr. llowE. I was physically barred from entering the hall and 
otiice. 1 came to the oftice at 0:40 in the morning and when I went 
to open the door I was stopped from doing so by a big, six-foot, 
husk sailor and wasn't allowed to entei’ the ball or office of local No. 2. 

The international executive board had passed a resolution on the 
previous day suspending me from office, wliich was entirely illegal, 
without calling a membership meeting or submitting this to any mem¬ 
ber of the local. Tt was done entirely by the international officers. 

I would like to say we liave a case coming up in about a week in 
the courts of Xew Yoi’k City in which this whole matter will be 
tried. AVe still have $^T0()0 of the local's funds tied up which the 
comrades haven't got so far. 

The Chaikmax. xVny other questions? 

Mr. M x'miEws. Xo. 

Air. A1 A sox. Xo questions. 

The Chair:max. All right, the committee will stand adjourned until 
tomorrow morning a 10 o’clock. 

(AVhereupon at -1:45 p. m., a recess was taken until 10 a. m., Thurs¬ 
day, April 25, 1940.) 
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House of Eefresentatives, 

Stkcial Co:mmittee to Investigate Un-Amekk’an Activities, 

Washington^ D. C\ 

The coniiJiittee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Martin Dies (chairman)^ 
presiding. 

The CiiAiiGMAN. Gentlemen, the committee will come to order. The 
Chair announces a subcommittee composed of the chairman, Mr. 
Deuipsey, of Xcav Mexico, and Mr. Mason, of Illinois. All right, 
])roceed. Who is your first witness? 

ilr. Matthews. Mr. Chase. Will you take the stand, please ? 

TESTIMONY OF EZEA F. CHASE 

The Chairman. Raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear to 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help vou 
God ? 

^Ir. Chase. I do. 

The Chairman. All right, Mr. Matthews, you ma}" proceed. 

]Mr. Matthews. Please give your full make for the record. 

Mr. Chase. Ezra F. Chase. 

Mr. Maithews. AVhat is your iiresent address? 

Mr. Chase. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Matthews. Where were you born? 

]\Ir. Chase. Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

^Ir. ]\Iaithews. When ? 

Mr. Chase. February 12, 189G. 

ilr. Matthews. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

^Ir. Matthews. When did you join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. 1931. 

Mr. Matchews. Will you please give a brief outline of the positions 
which you held in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. During the early part of my connection in the Com¬ 
munist Party I was the organizer of the \inem])loyed work in Los 
Angeles. I was an organizer for the Communist Party. I was at one 
time the secretary of the Los Angeles bi’anch of tlie Amei’ican Leairue 
Against War and Fascism. I was later the organizer of the Upholsrer- 
ing International Lnion, Local 15. I was also the floor leader of the 
Communist Party—that is, one of the floor leaders in the Los Aneeles 
94931—40—vol. 13-22 8007 
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Ceiitial Labor Council. I was also an officei’ of tlic Workers Ex- 
Servicemeirs League and lield vai-ions functions from time to time in 
innumerable mass oro-anizations controlled by the Communist Party. 

Mi“. ^Mati'iiews. Wlien you were a member of tlie Communist Party 
did your oAvn name ap})ear on your 2 )ai’ty membership book? 

.Mr. Chase. Xevei*. 

Mr. Matthews. What names did you use as a member of tlie Com¬ 
munist Party? 

^Ir. Chase. One of tlie names tliat I used was E. E. Shrader. 

^Ir. IMAT^rHEWs. AVill you spell that, please? 

Mr. Chase. S-h-r-aM-e-r. 

Ml'. Mathews. Did you use another name? 

^Ir. Chase. T also used the name of Jose Valez. 

Mr. MArrHEWs. ^Yhat was the last party name you used? 

Mr. Chase. That was tlie last. 

]\lr. ^Iatthews. Mbis it a practice for members of the Communist 
Party to use aliases or party names? 

yiv. Chase. Yes: it was. 

Mr. M atthews. AVas that a oenoral practice? 

yiv. Chase. Yes: it was. 

^fr. Matiihavs. AYeie you ever ariested in connection with your 
activities as a Communist? 

Mr. Chase. YYs: a numbei' of times. 

"Sh\ Matthews. AYill you please state some of the occasions and 
describe the incidents of your ari-est in connection with your Com¬ 
munist Party activities? 

Mr. Chase, ily first arrest took ])lace in 1932 in Loni>: Beach, Calif. 
That was a section convention of the Communist Thirty. My next 
arrest was when AYilliam Z. Foster and myself attempted to speak 
at the Plaza in Los Angeles. I was latei' arrested while conducting 
a meeting of the MMrkers’ ExscuAuctunen's League. I was arrested 
a number of times in leading groups of unemployed before the relief 
organizjitions in Los Angeles. Some of these resulted in quite seri¬ 
ous fights. I was arrested several times while sjieaking on street 
(‘orners in the city of Los Angeles. I was also ariested in connec¬ 
tion with the turning on of electricity and gas wliere it had been 
disconnected. 

^Ir. Matthews. You said ^Jurning on''? 

Mr. Chase. Turning on. 

Mr. Ma'itiiews. AYas that in connection with your work as an 
organizer for the Unemployed Councils? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. ]Ma'!Tih:ws. AYas the organization known as the Unemployed 
Councils under the conlrol of the Communist Party? 

INIr. Chase. It was. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Completely so? 

Mr. Chase. Completely. 

Mr. Matthews. Were you under instruclions, as a member of the 
Communist Party, in the work which you did in the T^nemployed 
Councils? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. 1\Iatthews. AYere you under instructions to turn on gas and 
electricity? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 
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Mr. Ma'ithkws. M^ill yon please state tlie results of your arrest in 
that, ease ^ 

Ml*. C'liASK. I was sent by the (\)nimuuist Party into the Un¬ 
employed (\H)[)erative Pelief Organization, which was an unemployed 
or«j!-anization of the unemployed themselves. My function in that 
oriianization was to colonize in that irroup and to convert this nn- 
employ(‘d oi-^anization into a more militant organization, cairying 
forth the program of the nnemi)loyed. 

This organization, the Unemtiloyed Coojjerative Relief, had been 
founded nj>on the basis of exchanging their work with various farm- 
er> for vegi'tables. My function vras to jmt an end to that sort of 
thing and to make the organization an organization with militant 
demands—to (hanand upon the county of Los Angeles and ii[)on the 
State- of California and ii])on the Xation that tliey take care of this 
])roblem. At this time there was considerable turn-off of the utilities 
on the unem])loyed, and it was our purpose in that to show this 
organization that these utilities and things were the i)ropei*ty of the 
]K‘op!c. and that through their inability to pay for them that they 
must have them just the same. And where the utility companies 
turned otf the meters they wei'e to be organized for the turning on of 
the meters and again using those facilities. 1 was arrested in this 
connection. I was charged with one count of theft of illinninatine* 
oas and one count of electricity, and u])on my conviction I served 
a sentence of b months in the Los Angeles County jail. 

Mi*. Matthews. Your conviction in this case was the direct result 
of instructions which you received from the Communist Party; is 
th.at coi-rect ^ 

Mr. Chase. Tliat is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. I show you a mimeographed ]^am])hlet and ask 
you if you have ever .seen a copy of this [handing pamphlet to the 
witness]. 

Mr. Chase, Y es. 

Mr. Matthews. That is the ‘‘Figliting Methods and Organization 
Forms of the Unemployed Councils’'? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. Issued by the national committee. Unemployed 
Councils of the United States? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. Mattheiws. I off(*r this pamphlet in evidence. 

The (hiAiiiMAx, It will be received. 

(The pamphlet referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked ‘‘Chase 
Exhibit 1” and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. Matthews. Do you know who the national officers of this or¬ 
ganization were? 

Mr. (hiASE. At the time? 

Mr. IMatthews, At the time. 

Ml*. Chase. At the time that this Avas issued. Ilei’bert Benjamin 
was the national secretary along with Emanuel Levin, Israel Amtei*, 
and others who were active in it at that tTme. 

Ml*. Maithews. On jiage 4 of this pamphlet I read the following: 

(lu iu>t n(‘jrorinto. request. pl(‘a(l (►r beg. Wr orf/(inizr and Demand! n> 
demand and Fiuht. In order to b(' ;ible to demand and tight, we must have 
the gn‘atest possilile force heliind oiir demands aiid in our tight. 
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Will you please explain how that is a part of the Conununists' 
approach to questions wliich involve the daily needs and interests of 
working people ? 

^Ir. Chase. Yes. Our plan at that time was to be^in with small 
committees and failing to effect what we wanted with the smaller 
committees, we would move u]mn tlie relief offices with the largest 
possible committees that we could organize. Oiii* purpose was to get 
what we demanded in there and in the event the police or law enforce¬ 
ment bodies were brought in there, why, it invariably Avent into a 
fight. 

iNIr. Matthews. You mean that there was no disposition to nego¬ 
tiate anything on behalf of the needy unemplo 3 ^ed, is that correct? 

Mr. Chase. Well, Ave Avent in Avith a set of demands. We woidd be 
demanding things in conformit^^ to the program of tlie national 
unemployed councils. 

Of course, failing to realize those demands and upon the refusal 
by the relief authority, then AA^e Avould make it knoAvn that our intent 
Avas to remain there in the offices until such time as those demands 
were granted. Invariably the police Avould be called and a riot AV'ould 
take place. 

Mr. Mattheavs. On page 18 of this same pamphlet there appears an 
outline of the duties of Avhat is described as a self-defense corps. 
Was there organized such a self-defense corps under the auspices 
of the unemployed councils? 

Mr. Chase. Y es. We at all times had a defense corps. The func¬ 
tion of tlie defense corps Avas to protect their leader in taking these 
committees befoi’e the A^arioiis relief offices and also in the holding of 
street meetings, demonstrations, and so forth. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Was it a function of the defense corps to preATut 
by physical means or force evictions? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. When an unemployed member was eAUcted by the 
law, their furniture and their belongings Avere picked up and placed 
back in their house. This happened on many occasions. 

yir. yiATTHEAvs. XoAv, Avill jow please giAT some outline of your 
activities in connection Avith trade union work Avhile you were a 
member of the Communist Party and acting under its instructions? 

Mr. Chase. I went to work in tlie furniture industry in Los Angeles 
and at the same time I joined the Upholsterers International Union. 

Mr. IMattheavs. When did you go to AAmrk in the furniture industry ? 

Mr. Chase. In 1925. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did a^ou go into that as a Communist PartA^ mem¬ 
ber or under instructions from the Communist PartA^? 

Mi\ Chase. Well, I had been instructed, along Avith the others, to 
seek employment in an^^ of the factories in Los Angeles, and I 
did enter into the furniture industiy and joined the union having 
jurisdiction over that AAork. 

Mr, IMattheavs. Did you become an organizer in that union ? 

IMr. Chase. Yes. Less than a year after I became a member of 
that union I Avas the organizer of it. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Was it a part of your obligation as a member of 
the Communist Party to carry out the Communist Party instruc¬ 
tions in that union ? 

Ml’. Chase. Yes. We controlled that unicin from the top tO' 
the bottom. 
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Mr. MAnuKws. Did you luive ouy other coiiueetioiis with trnde- 
iiiiioii activities wliile you were a iueiiil)er of tlie Coniinunist Party ^ 

yiv. ('iiAsi:. While I was the ori^auizer of that union and even 
before tliat, 1 was the speaker—one of the s|)eakers of the Conununist 
Party on the lloor of the Los Angeles Central Labor Council. 

Ml'. ]\[AaTiiKWs. Will you please describe how the Connimnist 
Party functioned in the Central Labor CounciW 

^Ir. Chase. We had what was styled as a |)roi;’ressive bloc, and 
our purpose there was to have the various local unions elect as many 
Comnnnunist delegates as possible into the central body of the 
American Federation of Labor, which was the Labor (\)uncil. And 
once the Communist became a delegate to that body he then entered 
in so-called pr()gressi^'e bloc where he would meet in fraction. We 
would meet from time to time, and we would also have enlarged 
caucus meetings, as we called them, where we would draw in other 
non-Commnnist delegates wlio vrere partially syni])athetic to the 
program that we were putting forth. 

Fills group became known as the ‘'pi'ogres.sive hloc.” Tiiat v;as so 
styled by the Communist Thirty tliemselves. And in this bloc we 
elected a group of flooi* leaders which was known as tlie steering* 
committee. 1 was one of the floor leadei's in this grouj). 

]Mr. ]\LvrTiiEWS. Approximately how many members wei*e there of 
the self-styled progressive bloc which was under the control of the 
Communist Thirty in the Central Labor Council? 

Ml*. Chase. Thei e was actually about 25 or 30 of us, but we usually 
controlled somewhere aliont 100 votes. 

Mr. ^lAaTiiEws. Out of how many members in the entire council? 

Mr. Chase. The usual attendance would be something over 200 
memhers—possibly something close to 300. 

The Chaiezmax. The chair wants to announce the presence of a 
quorum of the full committee: ^Ir. Casey, Mr. Dempsey, ilr. Ma.son, 
and the chairman. We will now proceed as a quorum of the full 
comm it t tee. 

Ml*. MArritEws. Did this hloc under the discipline of the Com¬ 
munist Pai'ty, even tliough a minority, act in sucli cohesion it was 
able to put over the party’s views at times? 

Mr. ChiAsE. Oh, yes. AVe were suc(*essftd any number of times in 
carrying out our I'esolutions and motions. 

Mr. MArruEws. AA^as the bloc evei* charged, by non-Coinmuni.sts 
or anti-Communi^ts in the (hmti'al Labor Council with being com- 
muni.^tic ( 

Ml*. ChiAsE. Oh, inuinerable times. It was well known. 

Air. AIatthews. Did members of the l>loc who were memliers of 
the Communisl Party deny their Communist Party memhershit)? 

Air. Chase. lh*actically always. 

Air. AIatthews. AVere you known openly as a member of the 
(A)mmunist T^arty ? 

Air. (Tiase. I was known to l)e a Communist in there. Thei'e was 
not point in my denying it. 

Air. AIa'ithews. Were there other members who wei’e not known 
as Comminh.sts? 

Ah’. Chase. Oh. yes. 

Air. AIatthews. But who were? 

Air. Chase. Yes. 
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^Ir. ^Matthews. And were tliey \nider instructions to deny tlieir 
Connnnnist l^art}^ niembersliip ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Maithews. AYere they undei* obligation to <leny tlieir Coin- 
nmnist Party ineinbership in tlieir discipline of the Coiiiinniiist 
Party ? 

]Mr. Chase. M^ill you state that again ? 

Mi*. ^Iai^hews. Were they under rigid obligation to deny their 
party membership? 

Mr. Chase. The Communist uses every available means to cover 
up the identity and the connections with the party of some of its 
members while on the other hand there will be those who are in¬ 
structed to openly assert their membership in the Communist Party 
and to openly defend its policy. 

Mr. Matthews. AAYre you re(pnred, as a member of the Communist 
Party, in the Furniture AA^oi'kers’ Union, to make reports to the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Yes, sir. 

iNIr. Mattheavs. Are Communist members of trade unions required 
to report, as a rule, on the state of things in the union? 

Mr. Chase. AVell, T would say Avithout exception. 

Mr. Mattheavs. AVhat is a ‘hop fraction”? 

Mr. Chase. AVhereA’er a group of Communists are working inside 
of an organization, all of the Communists in there become a “frac¬ 
tion” and out of that general fraction the outstanding ones, those 
Avith greater capabilities and greater loyalty to the party, become a 
“top fraction.” 

Mr. Mattheavs. AVere you a member of a top fraction? 

iMr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. I show you a mimeographed document entitled 
“Pesolutions and proposals adopted at Los Angeles County Conven¬ 
tion, March 27‘-28, 1937.” HaA’e you ever seen that document [hand¬ 
ing document to witness] ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Can you identify that as the resolutions and pro¬ 
posals of the Los Angeles County CoiiATiition of the Communist 
Party for the dates specified? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; this is correct. 

Mr. AIattheav^s. It is? 

Mr. Chase. That is the resolutions and their report as made up 
by the county committee. 

Mr. MA^^THEAA^s. This is signed “Los Angeles County Committee.” 
Does that mean the Los Angeles County Committee of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Chase. That means the Los Angeles County Committee. 

Mr. Mattheavs. The first report is to the California State Com¬ 
mittee of the Communist Party, to the central committee. 

Deak Comrades. 

]\rr. Chase. That is right. 

Air. AIattheavs. Noav, T notice on page 3 of this document that one 
of the convention’s decisions Avas to “organize the progi’essiA^e caucus 
in the (Vntral Labor Council.” That is the progressiAC bloc that 
you spoke of? 
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Mr. Cham:. Tliat was the of which T was a part. 

^Ir. ]Maitiikws. And of which you wei’e a floor leader? 

]Mr. Chase. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. MArniEws. Another one of the decisions passed at the con¬ 
vention was— 

To or#;aniz(‘ Hit* (\ L. C. fi'actioii; O. 1. C). coiniiuttee fraction and assign Ih<‘ 
ncet'-ssary forcc.s to tlu* C. I. O. committee; to organize the progressive caucus 
in the Central Labor Council. 

Mr. Chase. In the Central Labor Conncil; yes. 

Ml*. Matthews. Resolution 8 on pa^e 3: 

To carry through of assignments of eligible comrades to trade iinion.s, e.spe- 
cially to CIO unions and factories when* organizational drives are beginning. 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. AVas tliat a part of the cainpaiifii of the Coni- 
ninnist Party to <fet into the C. T. O. and control it as far as po.ssible? 

Mr. Chase. It was. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Resolution 4 on i>age 3 reads: 

To assign all county committee members to shop and industrial units, and 
certain seh'cted branches; to see that all .section committee memhers are held 
responsible for a unit; and that every section selects one unit for concentration. 

:Mr. Chase, dliat is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Resolution G on pa^e 3 reads: 

On the basis of registration to tis.sist units in better distribution of forces, 
with sp(‘cial assignments to bourgeois organizations. This to be .sharted in 
major sections and rotate. A minimum of 100 assignments to Ik* made. 

Can you ex])lain briefly what that means? 

Mr. Chase. AVell, that would mean goiii<r outside of the trade- 
union Held and dele^atiiio* them into the various ]:>olitical orptni- 
zations, such as the Younir Democrats or the Republican organiza¬ 
tions; into clmrch groups, .student bodies, and in innumerable other 
or;fanizations made up of Nvhat they called the bouroeois society. 

Mr. Maithews. I notice that this is to be started in major sec¬ 
tions and rotate. What does that mean, 'ho rotate’'? 

(Xo answer.) 

Mr. ]\lATriiEWS. Does that mean that a member is to be placed in 
one organization for a certain ]>eriod and tlien ]mt into anotlier or¬ 
ganization and someone else to take his place? 

Air. Cha.se. AYs: it would mean that. 

Air. AIatitiews. Xow, on ])a^e 5 of this report there ap})ear.s the 
statement- 

Tlie Chahimax. Air. Alattbews, have yon .sufficiently identified 
that report? 

Mr. AI ATTiir.ws. AYs. I would like to oiler it in evidence. 

The CiiAin^MAx. It is received. 

(The report referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked ‘Thase 
Exhibit 2” and made a part of the record.) 

Air. AIati’hews. This has been identified as the resolutions and 
proposals adopted at the Los Angeles County Convention of the 
Communist Party. 

The Cii.MRMAX. All I’i^ht. 

Air. AIaitiiews. On ]>ai»e T) there ajipeai’s the following- statement: 

The main activity of the Party must he directed towards rallying the entire 
population of T.o.s Angeles hohiiid tin* trade union organization drive, particn- 
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larly in those basic industries no^V being tackled by the CIO. Organization of 
these basic industries, like rubber, auto, oil, steel, aircraft, etc., will be the 
most effective force making for unity of the organized labor movement. 

Now, did the (^^niiDtonist Party have as a part of its strategy tlie 
special concentration of its work in basic industries^ 

Mr. Chase. Yes: tliey did. 

Mr. Matthews. Did it aim to specialize in the mass-production 
industries as contrasted with what interest it might have in small 
industries'^ 

iSIr. Chase. Yes; they had made great efforts to build the most 
effective organization possible in the basic industries, which they 
considered steel, automobiles, aircraft, communication, such as that—■ 
transportation. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you ]ilease give as briefly as possible the 
Communist Party’s theory which underlies the special interest in the 
basic industries? 

Mr. Chase. The Communist Party is an organization having revo¬ 
lutionary intent. Their purpose is to take over this form of govern¬ 
ment and institute one of their own. And their interest in the 
industries of the country is simply this: Through organization, if 
they can control the employees in the basic industries throughout 
the country, then they are in a position at their will to declare a 
general strike throughout the Nation, and in a general strike they 
can paralyze the industries, communication, transportation, manufac¬ 
turing, and so on. And out of that situation they are able to create 
that situation leading to ciAil war, and from civil war is a simple 
matter to convert that into revolutionary war for the overthrow of 
this system. That is, basically, their interest in trade-unions. 

Mr. Matthev/s. Let me ask you a question which you may be able 
to answer with respect to the ]nH*ty's interest in the basic industries. 
Have you found in your experience as a Communist that if a group 
of workers in a light or small industry were even more underprivi¬ 
leged or had poorer working conditions than a group in a basic 
industry, that the party would be more interested in the workers in 
the basic industry tlian they would in the former? 

Mr. Chase. Undoubtedly so. The Communist Party, among our¬ 
selves, we seldom talked about hours, wages, and conditions. Wo 
saved tliat to be used on the floor of the union hall. But among our¬ 
selves we were interested in organizational work that would be the 
most beneficial to the ultimate aims of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Matthews. In other words, the Communist Party’s interest in 
basic industries was a political rather than an economic interest? 

!Mr. Chase. Yes: that is right. 

Tilr. ^Matthews. That is, instead of being concerned solely with the 
economic interests of working people, the Party is primarily con¬ 
cerned with the political advantage to accruet to the party by its 
strength in a ])asic industry? 

]Mr. Chase. A good, economic condition in the country would not 
serve the means of the Communist Party. The Communist Party, I 
again state, is interested in the building of a revolutionary situation. 

]\Ir. Casey. Mr. Witness, do I understand you to mean that the 
(Ymmunist Party is not interested in better working conditions or 
relief for the unemployed; they are not sincerely interested but 
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merely use those as a weapon with which to gain entrance to these 
labor groups? 

^Ir. Chase. The Communist Party is interested in them to this 
extent: d'liat they realize that a revolutionaiy movement can only be 
l)uilt among the people who liave a grievance, real or imagined, or 
invented, or otherwise, and by ])laying upon the wages, the hours, 
and conditions, or the treatment, and such as that for the unem¬ 
ployed. It is only there that they can gain the oi-ganizational— 
strictly and actually the Communist Party knows that good working 
conditions throughout the country and a good economic condition 
would not contribute substantially to the overthrow of the capitalist 
system, but by putting forth Utopian demands for the unemployed 
and increased wages and shorter hours for the worker, they realized 
that they can put capitalism through a certain preparation. In other 
words, they can exact during this period of struggle a great many 
demands from the capitalist system and thus weaken them and pre¬ 
pare them for the final conflict and the destruction of this system. 

Mr. ]\lAmiEws. Now, on page 5 there appear two references to 
the party’s special interests in aircraft, is tliat correct? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. ]\!attiiews. And again on page 8 there appears refei’ence to the 
party’s need to build a shop unit in aircraft, is that correct? 

Mr. Chase. Aircraft, rubber, oil, steel—such as those things have 
long been concentration centers in Los xVngeles. 

ilr. Casey. You mentioned the aircraft industry. ]My under¬ 
standing is the aircraft industry pays high wages and have decent 
working conditions, is that correct ? 

^Ir. Chase. Xo. The aircraft industiy does not pay high wages. 

!Mr. Casey. I liave been misinformed. 

^Ir. Chase. The bulk of the emidoyees in there are in the small- 
wage class and it does present a good opportunity for the Communist 
Party to build an organization. 

]Mr. Maithews. X'ow, again on page 12 the party expresses its 
especial interest in aircraft, is that correct? 

i\Ir. Chase. Yes. 

i\Ir. ^Matthews. And again on page 12 a})pears the sentence: 

In the immediate future the party must help estai>lisli Y. C. L. )u-anches in 
aircraft. 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

Mr. ^lATi'iiEws. Is that correct ? 

^Ir. Chase. Yes. 

^h\ iMATiHEws. And again on i)age 16: 

Biiildiiii; np the party in a nnmher of important factories, rubber, aircraft, 
oil refineries, etc., and make every comrade eligil)le a mcml»cr of a union. 

Is that correct ? 

]\Ir. Chase. That is right. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. And again on page 18— 

witli emphasis on mass recruitmeni esp<‘Cially in impoi-tant factories and 
indnstries—aircraft, oil, maiitime, auto, rnhl)er, railroad, etc. 

Is that correct? 

^Ir. Chase. That is correct. 
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yiv. Matthews. Apiin aircraft is emphasized? 

]Mr. Chase. That is correct. 

^Ir. iNlAi'THEAvs. And a^ain on pa^*e 19— 

Establishi 11 . 1 ^ Y. C. L. units in important imliistrics and factories (aircraft)? 

iNIr. Chase. Tliat is riglit. 

Mr. ]Mattiiews. Do you notice. Mi*. Chase, that in all of these 
references nothing* is said about the industries where the greatest 
need exists for the workers? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

^Ir. ]\fATTHEws. But these are described as inpiortant for what 
pni'pose? AVhy are these factories important? 

Mr. Chase. Because those are the basic—tliey are tlie basic in¬ 
dustries. 

Mr. Matthews. That is, they aie important politically ? 

]Mr. ^Iatthews. Yes. Politically, yes: and economically. 

Mr. InIatthews. And again on page 23 we find th.e statement: 
^•Red buildei’S slioiild be established.*’ What are ‘’‘red builders''? 

Ml’. Chase. Red builders are tiiose workei*s that are active cir¬ 
culating literature, ])ropaganda, and visiting and calling upon work¬ 
ers wliom they intend to recruit. 

Mr. JIatthews. And it is stated liere that ^n*ed’‘ builders should be 
established at tlie Douglas plant. *What is that? An aircraft plant? 

^Ir. Chase, d'hat is an aircraft plant; yes. 

Mr. jMatthews. At Lockheed. Is that an aircraft plant? 

Mr. Chase. That is another aircraft plant. 

Mr. Maitheavs. And again on |)age 24: 

AiiJCRAtT:'—To pay careful attention to the newly organized shop unit in air¬ 
craft, establishing a functioning leadership, giving assistance to the issuance of 
a shop paper. All other comrades in the industry shall he combined in one unit 
to concentrate tlie building of a shop unit in tlie N. Plant. 

vrhat was the “X. Plant”? 

Mr. Chase. Xorth American. 

Mr. Matthews. That is also an airci’aft plant? 

^fr. Chase. That is right. 

Ml*. ^Iattheavs. Xoav, I shoAV you another document entitled : 

Jh-oceediiigs of the California Convention, May 1-1 Mo, 11)38, Comiminist Party. 

HaAT you seen this report [handing exhibit to the Avitness] ? 

iVIr. Chase. Yes. This coati’S the period that T Avas in the party. I 
left the party in December of 1937 and this Avonld coatu the activities 
of the year 1937. I am familiar Avith that. 

Ml*. Mattheaays. Are yon familiar Avith this report? 

Mr. (%ASE. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Mati’heaavs. Have yon ever seen it ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; I have seen this report. 

Ml*. ]\[attih:avs. On page 43 of this report there appears a summary 
of 1‘938 registration and there is a hreak-doAvn, ]Mr. Chairman, of the 
Communist Party membership into the various unions and industries 
in Los Angeles County, or the State of California, this is. 

The Chairman. Will you read that for the benefit of the record? 

Mr. Mattheavs. The number registered is 4,751. Seamen and agri¬ 
cultural Avorkers. 300; number of counties, 22; number of shop units, 
22: number of industrial units, 80; number of neighborhood and pro¬ 
fessional units, 146. 


rX-AMKUICAX I^UOrAOAXDA ACTIVITIES 


8017 


There is a break-down under tlie head of "Union affiliation,'' in 
Aineriean Federation of Labor unions, (>98; in (\ I. O. unions, 1,457; 
in independent unions, 160: and in company unions, 15. A total union 
affiliation of Coininnnist Party members of 2,3^>C. 

The CiiAiioiAx. Out of a membership of approximately 4.000? 

Mr. ^NIaithfavs. Four thousand seven hundred and fifty-one. 

The (TiAimiAX. Is that foi- the entire State of California? 

Mr. ^lATTiiEWs. That is for the entire State of Califoiaiia is it not, 
:\Ir. Cha^e ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. That would be the entire State. 

]Mr. Mati’iiews. Was that the ai)pr(*)ximate membershi]) of the Com¬ 
munist Parly in California when you were last in the party? 

Chase. Yes. 

^fr. jMA'rruEws. Then there is a break-down of membership into 
uniuus and occupatio]is of major importance, and under that heading 
we have ‘^tircra ft, 42.*’ 

Did y<»u know oi your own knowledge, Mr. Chase, that the Com- 
muiiist Party had members in the aircraft plants in California ? 

Z\ir. Chase. Yes: I knew about it. 

Air. ('asey. What were the 42? 

?»Ir. ^Matthews. Forty-two CYinmunist Party members in the air¬ 
craft plants. 

The Chaiumax. In California. 

Mr. Mathews. Under the same schedule there appears '•'Electrical, 
29.*' Would that be approximately correct, according to your infor¬ 
mation of tile Communist Party members in the electrical industry? 

Mr. Chase. I wasn’t too well accjuainted in that part—distinctly in 
the electric part. 

Mr. ^M.atthews. Marine, 388. Was the Communist Party numer¬ 
ically strongest in the maritime industry in the State of California? 

]\Ir. Chase. Yes. The Maritime Federation is their sti'onoest 
hold. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Does the Communist Party in California conirul 
the ^Maritime Federation? 

Mr. Chase. Yes, they do. 

51r. ^dATTHEWS. Completely? 

]\Ir. Chase. Yes. 

^Ir. Matthews. Canning, 35: longshoremen, 74; metal, 30: oil, 19; 
ofhce. 297. That seems to have been tlie second strongest section of 
the Communist Party membershi]) in the occupations in California, 
is that correct ? 

:Slr. Chase. Y es. There was no organization of oflice workers 
th.ere until the Communists took that over. 

The Chaik'max. What would that include—oiHce workers? 

Mr. Chase. That includes stenogra|)hers, oftice clerks, and white- 
collared workers, working in various offices, such as insurance offices 
and bank offices and (jffices of various industries. 

The purpose is not only to organize the worker on the bench or on 
the assembly line but to organize the clerical staff as well. 

The ChiAimtAX. An office workei* would in many instances be in a 
position to get more information than a worker on an assembly line 
in a plant, wouldn't he? 

Mr. (^HASE. Yes: they would, and they are under the same obliga¬ 
tion that a workei* on the line would be. 
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ISIr. ]\Iatthews. Is a Comiiuinist Party inomlier wlio Avorks in an 
office under discipline to obey Avliat instructions tlie ]^arty mi<rlu 
witli reference to o-ettin^ information from the office? 

]\Ir. Chase. Yes, they would be. 

Mr. jMA'rniEAvs. Includino- correspondence? 

]\Ir. Chase. Yes. 

]\Ir. Mattheavs. Confidential material of any kind? 

Mr. Chase. Yes, tliey would. 

]\rr. IMattheavs. There is also a schedule of the paily membership 
here, accordin<^ to countries of birth. Out of a total of 4,751 mem¬ 
bers in California, 2,801 are indicated as liavinp; been born in the 
United States, somethin^- sli^-htly less than 2,000 bein^ indicated as 
born al^road. Russia. 446. One-tenth of the membei'ship of the 
State of California haAuno; been Russian born. Poland, 96. Mexico, 
174, and Spain, 64. Canada, 61; the Philippines, 61, and Enaland, 
46. Germany, 45; Japan, 38; Slavonian, 42; Italy, 28; China, 20; 
and Ireland, 15. 

ISlr. Deimpsea". Mr. MattheAvs, Avould the Avitiiess htiye any infor¬ 
mation as to the foreio-n-born, as to Avhether they Avere citizens or 
aliens? 

]Mr. jMattheavs. Do you have any information on that, Mr. Chase? 

Ml-. Chase. Well, I AA^ould question tlie accuracy of that report. 
There are many of tlie foreign born inside of the California party— 
inside of the Communist Party in California AAdio aauII claim their 
birth here in the United States and thei*e can be no doubt that a 
great many of them get aAvay with it. We had an earthquake in 
San Francisco in 1936 and many recoi-ds Avere destroyed. The Com¬ 
munists liave, in many instances, used that t*or stating that they were 
born in this country and Avhen asked, stated they AA'ere born in San 
Francisco. 

Mr. Dempsey. Do you haAT any knoAvledge as to AAffietlier those 
foreign-born are aliens or American citizens? 

ilr. Chase. Many of them are aliens; yes. 

Mr. IMattiieavs. They have not yet been naturalized? 

IMr. Chase. That is right. I knoAv personally a number of them 
that have not been naturalized or are only in the process of being so. 

Ml*. Mattheavs. There is also a schedule here which indicates the 
length of time in the party. Less than 1 year, 2,230. A little less 
than half of the entire membership has been in tlie party 1 year, 
according to this schedule. 

]\fr. Chase, do you knoAv of your oavu experience AA'hether the Com¬ 
munist Party has had a pretty high turn-over in membership? 

ISIr. Chase. Yes. The Communist PartA^ has had an exceedingly 
high turn-OA^er. That is a problem that they have devoted a great 
deal of tliought and energy of trying to correct—the enormous turii- 
OA^ei* in the membership. 

Ivir. ^Iattheavs. Can yon state briefly the reason for this tremen¬ 
dous turn-over in the Communist Party ? 

Mr, Chase. Yes. The manner in Avhich Avorkers are recruited— 
thousands upon thousands of Avorkers are recruited fi’om out of the 
trade-union field, in their feeling that they can bettei* sei'AY' the Amer¬ 
ican AAmrkingman's intei-est in it; Avith the feeling they can improve 
the economic conditions of the ])eo])le thi'oughout the country as a 
Avhole. They are not approached and liaven't lieen since about 1934 
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or 1935 on* a revolatioiuiry basis, but strictly upon a basis of local 
issues, of coi*i*ectin^’ disorders of a local nature. But upon entering 
.into the party they sooner or later tind out that they are a part of 
a revolutionary group. In many instances, they object to the fact 
that everything is under the leadership, in most instances, of people 
whom we don't readily consider as Americans—pv^ople of foreign 
birth—some of them known to be aliens, and such as that. Tliat 
furnislies a great deal of objection oti the part of American workers 
and it accounts, no doubt, for a great deal of the turn-over. 

Mr. ]\iATTiiEws. Now, Mr. C’hase, according to this schedule, out 
of 4.751 members in the party only 91 had been in the paily 7 years. 
'Would that be in accordance with your own understanding of the 
tremendous turn-over in the Communist Party or do you think that 
is a mistake in the report^ Yon see tlie gradual decrease there. 

Mr. Chase. I would say there are far more than 91, in my opinion, 
yes. that have been in more than 7 years. 

]Mr. Casey. You are talking about California, now. 

Mr. Chase. Out in California alone, yes. there is more than 91 
that have been in more than 7 years. 

^Ir. Casey. 'Where did you get the figures ? 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. This is the Communist Party's own I'eport. 

^Ir. Casey. Do yon doubt the accuracy of the report ? 

, Mi^ Chase. In that instance I woidd. Their object in there is to 
show a ra]nd gi-owth of the parly. 

Mr. MA'rniEws. But on the contrarv this would show a pretty rapid 
turn-over, wouldn't it i 
. ^[r. Chase. Yes, sir. it would. 

Mr. Matthews. Two thousaiui, two hundred and thirty in the party 
less than 1 year: 558 in the ]iarty less tlian 2 years; and 281 less than 

years: 253'less than 4 years, and so on. 

Tlie Chairman. But. as a matter of fact, it is true, is it not, that 
during along about that period the Communist Party enjoyed its 
gieatest growth ? 

Mr. Chase. The growth of the Communist Party really started 
^o take hold in a big way in 1934 and 1935. 

Mr. CAsr:Y. Was that due then to their increased activity or to the 
economic conditions, or both? 

^Ir. Chase. Well, that can be due to a number of things—the 
C. I. O.. the launching of the C. I. O. progi-am and the new trade- 
union policies started skyrocketing the Communists on to a very 
rapid growth. That gave them their entrance then into the place 
that they had been striving foi* a number of years. They were 
striving to gain a foothold in the basic industries. The C. I. O. gave 
them that. 

Mr. Casey. They attached themselves to the increased unioniza¬ 
tion of new plants? 

Mr. (diASE. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, Mr. Chase, it is tiaie, is it not. that these 
reports, both of them, were not intended for the public? 

Mr. CirASE. Tho.se were intended for the State committee and for 
the national committee. 

Mr. Matthews. In other woids, would you assume, in view of the 
fact that these reports Avei’e not intended for public release, that the 
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statenioiits ; 2 ,enera]ly would be more accurate tbau reports tliat might 
be intended for public release? 

^fr. Chase. Yes, sir. It is a serious breach of discipline in the Com¬ 
munist Pally for aiyy functionary to make an exaggerated or untruth¬ 
ful report to a higher committee, bhey would make them accurate to 
the best of tlieir ability. 

i^Ir. Casey. In the face of that, wliat have you to say now as to your 
skepticism regarding the figure 91? 

]Vfr. Chase. Tviy general impression is that there are more than that. 
Th ^‘re may not be. but it seems to me that I could almost name that 
many. 

^Ir. IMattiiews. You j(uned the party 9 years ago; is that correct? 

ilr. Chase. Yes. It would be about 9 years ago. 

Mr. ilATiHEWs. Now, on page 2 of the proceedings of the California 
convention lliere appears the results of the elections to the offices of 
the convention on tlie honorary presidium. It appears that Joseph 
Stalin was elected to the honorary presidium of the California State 
Convention of the Communist Party, Is that in line with the Com¬ 
munist Party’s attitude toward Stalin? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. It is a common procedure for them to })ay homage 
to some outstanding Communist somewhere in the world, someone 
who has devoted a great deal of time to their cause, to give them that 
honor of making them an honorary member of some organization or 
group that they have organized. 

Mr. Casey. Is Stalin the most fiequently honored person? 

Mr. Chase. Well. Stalin—he is their god, you might say. 

Mr. Matthews. Georgi Dimiti'ov was also a member of the honorary 
]n*esidium of the California State Convention of the Communist 
Party ? 

]\Ir. Chase. Y es. Dimitrov—yes; that is correct. He is held in 
very Iiigh esteem. 

Mr. Matthews. And Otto Kuusinen ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. He is the Finnish leader. 

Mr. Matthews. And various other persons from other countries— 
Spain, Germany, Brazil, and Mexico. 

Mr, Chase. Yes. There are other names. 

Mr. Matthews. China. 

Mr. Chase. These names, the greater part of them—it happens very 
frequently—it is almost a matter of form to elect them as honorary 
members. 

Mr. Casey. Ai-e they ever notified of the distinction? 

Mr. (Tiase. Well, they receive these rei)orts. There can be no doubt 
about that. 

The Chairman. You say this Kuusinen was the Finnish leader? 

Mr. Chase. Kuusinen ? 

The Chairman. Yes. 

^fr. Chase. Yes. He has been for some years tlie outstanding leader 
of the Communists active in Finland. He was named the head- 

The Chairman. Did he have any place in the provisional govern¬ 
ment that the Communists set up in Finland? 

Mr. Chase. Y es. He was appointed to head their provisional gov- 
eiaimeut when the Communists invaded Finland. 

The CHAiR:\rAN. lie was a citizen of Finland? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 
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Mj’. ]\lAn'iiFAVs. You don’t inean that lie lias lived in Finland for 
the past 20 years, do you? 

^Ir. (hiAsr. I doiTt now that definitely. 

^Ir. Mattihavs. As a matter of fact, hasn't he been a secretary of 
the Connnnnist International in Jloscow? 

Ml’. (hiASE. He has been a ])art of the Cominnnist Intei iiational; 
yes. 

ilr. ilAiniiKWs. Xow. on jia^e 5 of the I’esohitions and proposals 
there ai)])ears the statement tliat the party is to en^aoe m its camiiai^'u 
for buildino' the jiarty liy coionizino- party and nonjiarty forces from 
mass organizations, such as the Woi’kers' Alliance. International 
Workers* Order, and so forth, into tlie strategic shops in Los Angeles 
in order to guarantee a successful organization drive by the C. I. O. 
‘‘This must be the task of the faction in tliese oi’ganizations." 

]\Ir. Chase. That is correct. 

Ali‘. ilATTHEWs. Xow, Avill vou plcasc desci’ibe briefly what is meant 
by “colonizing ])arty forces from mass oi’ganizations into the strategic 
shops** ? 

]Mr. Cha.se. Yes. I belicA^e I could give you this illustration that 
would possibly make that cpiite clear. You know if a person had a 
systemic disoi’der—in other words, a disease that takes place in the 
human body—it seems to be X'ature's habit of flooding that disease 
with, a bacteria to sort of carry it away. Well, the Communists, in 
building a colony, would set about it in the same way, in effect. That 
would amount to sujistantially the same thing. 

iMr. Mat'ehews. Well, do you know any medical phraseology? As 
a matter of fact, those bacteria are called “colonies” in medicine, are- 
they not? 

Chase. I believe they are. I have never studied medicine. 

'Fhe CiiAiKMAN. The Communist Pai ty calls memliers sent into these 
factories “colonists*': is that correct? 

Mr. Chas?:. It is: yes, sir; distinctly a colony. It couldn’t l>e any¬ 
thing else. 

]\Ir. MArrHEws. Xow, how would you distinguish betAveen the 
])arty’s effort to i-eciaiit in a sho]) and to colonize in a shop? What 
would be the diflei’ence? 

Mr. Chase. AVell, there would be this distinction: We take, for 
instance, a large grou]) of the unemplo^XHl- 

Mr. Maithews. I am talking about a shop now. Plea.^^e distinguish 
beiween the party's effoi’t to recruit in a shop and to colonize in a 
shop. 

Ml’. Chase. To colonize in a sho]) would be to make that shop a 
concentration centei* whei’e various members of the ])ai’ty who are 
uneinj)loyed are able to make a change in employment—Avould seek 
em])loyment in a factory or in an industI’v foi- the purpose of building 
a colony in there. The reciiiiting would follow. 

Mr. Matu’hews. Well, I wondei* if I may suggest and ask you to 
contradict it, if you ])lease, that the difference is sim]:)ly this: When 
the ]>arty colonizes in a sho]) it takes a jxu’son who is already a memiier 
ot the i)arty and instructs him to seek employment in that slio]). Is 
that cori’ect ? 

Ml’. Chase. That is coi’rect. 

Mr. Matthews. And when the ])ai’ty recruits in tlie shop it goe.s 
to a ])ersoii who is ah’eady working there and attempts to win him 
for membership in the Coinmunist Party ? 
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yh \ Chase. Tliat is correct. 

Jlr. ]\Iatthews. Do you know of many actual instances where tlie 
Communist Party lias colonized in shops ? 

iNir. Chase. The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. has long been a con¬ 
centration center. It took some years befoi’e penetration could be 
made. Douglas Aircraft is a shop that could be ])ointed to as an 
excellent examjile of colonizing by Communists. They seized upon 
the recent, strike at the Douglas Aii*craft and came out of that with 
something ovei* 40 members from a veiw small colony in the beginning. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. Does the party colonize in othei* oi'ganizations than 
ti'ade unions or in other places than shops? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; extensively so in churches, student gi-oups, and 
political organizations. 

Ml*. ^Matthews. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
1935? 

Ml*. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. Ma^ithews. That was the time when the Seventh Y\T)rld Con¬ 
gress met in Moscow, was it ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 


Mr. Matthews. In August? 

]\Ir. Chase. Yes; that is right. 

]Mr. Matthews. Do you recall a lesolution adojited at the Seventh 
World Congress instructing membei’s of the Young (Aunmunist 
League to colonize themselves in religious organizations? 

The CiiAin.^rAX. Just one second. You say that tliat is a definite 
]iart of their policy, to colonize in these industries. What woidd be 
the purpose of colonizing in the Douglas Aircraft industry? For 
instance, assuming you get a membershi]) in thei‘e of 40 members, 
in the aiivraft factory, would it be the duty of those members to 
supply any information recpiired by the party leadership with refer¬ 
ence to that factory and with reference to aiiplanes, new methods, 
and so on and so foilh? 

Mr. Chase. Wherever a Communist is working in any factory, 
aircraft or any other factoi-y, it is the duty and obligation of a 
Communist to report any information that he is able to obtain back 
to the party. 

The Chatrimax. The reason I asked that is because we had the 
secretary, James Dolson, here, and I asked him specifically the ques¬ 
tion: If it was the duty of a Communist to give information, any 
iufoiniation required by his leader to the leader, and he said it was. 
So that is in line with your statement to the elfect that it would be 
the positive obligation of a Communist working in a basic industry, 
including air])lane factoiaes. naval yards, or wherevei* they are, to 
give any information that the paily leadership might require. 

Ml*. Chase. Yes. And any jRirty member will give that witliout 
hesitan(*v. 


The CiiAiHMAX. Witli refeience to the airci*aft factories. You say 
thei*e are 40 men woi*king in them. Su])pose that the Soviet Union 
wants certain information witli reference to American manufacture 
or iinpi'OATment of air]danes, and instructions came from Moscow to 
the Communist Party of the United States tliat all such infoi*mation 
should be obtained. Then the jiarty leadership in turn would contact 
the 40 membei-s who are employed in the airplane factories and 
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duty and obliaation of those 40 iiienibers to ^et that information, if 
they can. and submit it to the ])ai‘ty leadershi]) ^ 

Mr. CirASE. That is absolutely coi'rect. 

The CiiAiKMAN. And isn't it a fact tlial one of the chief purposes 
of maintaiuino- the Communists (u\ tlie immediate puipose. not the 
lonji-ranire purpose, but one of the immediate objectives of the Com- 
muni>t Part}’ in the United States is to secure valuable military and 
industrial secrets to transmit to ^Moscow. 

]\Ir. Chase. Yes. 

The Chaikmax. So that they have a potential est)ionaue system 
maintained in this country that they wouldn't liave to ])ay for: they 
wouldn't have to finance in the usual way in which govei'nments 
finance espiona<i*e .s^^stems in foreign lands, is that ti*ue? 

Mr. Chase. Tliat is coi’rect. 

Mr. Casey. You said it was the duty of a Communist working in 
any industry to furnish infoianation. Does tliat duty rest upon a 
reipiest by Communist leaders, or is this a general duty^ If they 
hajipen to notice anything that tliey deem ]>articularly imtiortant, is 
if their general duty to re|)ort that voluntarily? 

Mr. Chase. A Communist would not liave to be urged. You must 
remember that Communist members are in tliere with the definite pur- 
]K>se of promoting revolution: that they have become enemies of the 
system that prevails in this country. They are ambitious to replace 
this system with tlie worker^ and farmers oi- a proletai’iat dictatorship, 
as it is moi’e genei'ally known, and they will readily, without any urge, 
look for anything that they can use to their—what they consider their 
own advantage. That information would readily be furnished upon 
their part even without a request. 

Mr. Casey. Then the information, I sup])ose, is sifted by the leaders 
to determine what is important and what is relatively unimportant? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

Mr. Casey. The woi'kers themselves furnish everything which they 
think is relevant or important? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. Things of a local nature that were not of any 
great importance would probably rest right with the committee in the 
territory, but tilings of such importance would be forwarded to the 
central committee in Xew York and in tuim, if they considered it of 
snfiicient imjjortance, it would be forwarded on to Moscow. 

Mr. Casey. I.et me see if I follow the channel of progress that this 
information takes. The workei* forwai’ds infoimation to whom in 
Califoi’iiia? A man works in a factory in Califoimia, to whom does 
he give his information ? 

Sir. Chase. He is attached to a unit of the Communist Party, and 
he is responsible to his orgauizei*. The organi/.er of that particular 
unit will carry forth the jirogram of the organizing committee, which 
is the ])rogram of the conti'olling body in tliat particnlai* locality. 

^Ir. Casey. The oiganizer gets the worker's re'port ? 

Mr. Chase. That is light. Kight in the meeting, and he carries 
force — he brings to that meeting the decisions of the higher bodies, 
and the membei-s are assigned the jiarticnlar tasks which they are 
expected to perfoian, and the results of these things are reported. The 
usual procedure would be to the unit organizer, lint in many instances 
th(‘ most capable worker in the unit will not be the organizer. He will 
oftentimes hold no jiarticular office in that unit. He may be working 
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ill confidence directly witli a State committee or witli a county coin* 
mittee, and in that event liis reports would not be passed tlirongli the 
unit but would go beyond that. He Avould make liis report in confi' 
deuce and direct to a higher body. 

Mr. Casey. Before the re]3ort is sent to the central body in Xew 
York, who passes upon it to determine whether it should be forwarded 
to Xew York? 

Mr. Chase. The county secretary or tlie State secretary. 

Mr. Casey. That is not done by^a vote, or by debating, or anything 
of that sort i There is a person delegated to that job? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. There would be no debate or no discus¬ 
sion around it. If they liad anything of importance they would take 
it to the county organizer and he in turn would submit it either to the 
State secretary or forward it on to tlie central committee. 

Mr, Casey. If he thinks it is merely local ? 

]\Ir. Chase. He would take action, wliatever action he decided upon 
himself tliere, and it would rest there. 

Mr. Casey. Xow, if it is of a national characteristic or international 
characteristic, he would forward it to Xew York, is that right? 

]Mr. Chase. That is right. 

Mr. Casey. And over in Xew York who determines whether it 
should be forwarded? Is it forwarded to the Comintern, did you 
say ? 

^Ir. Chase. To the Comintern; yes. 
r. Casey. Who determines that in Xew York? 

]\[r. Chase. That would be the central committee or some member 
of it. 

^Ir. Casey. That is all. 

The Chairman. Xow, following that line of inquiry, Earl Browder 
testified before this committee that tlie Communist Party of the 
United States has 100,000 members. Since then the committee has 
secured a Communist Party membershi]) book numbered one-hundred- 
eighteen-thousand-seven-hundred-and-something. Assuming that 
thei*e are 118,000 members in the Communist Party in the United 
States. Browder said that more than 50 percent of them were work¬ 
ing in industries—in unions. Assuming that you had 60,000 Com¬ 
munists scattei-ed tliroughout the industries in Amei’ica, from your 
knowledge and experience in the work you did as a Communist, would 
you say that out of this 60,000 and through tlie 60,000 members, that 
Moscow would have practically complete sources of information with 
reference to everything that takes place industriallv in the United 
States? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; the support would go much farther than the 
60,000 or the 100,000 members that they acknowledge, because the 
actual membership in the Communist Party is only a small portion 
of their influence. 

We must remembei* this, that the International Workers or the 
C. I, O. coidd be mentioned, and Friends of the Soviet Union, Friends 
of the Chinese people, Friends of tlie Abraham Lincoln Battalion, 
and organizations too numerous to mention, which are not made up 
of per)])le that are entirely communistic; who either wholly or in part 
(lo believe in the Communist program. Many of them are considered 
faithful, reliable, and loyal to the cause of the Communist Party, so 
the influence from that i00,000 members would extend much farther. 
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It Mould W luore reasonable to say ])ossibly a eouple of million: 
l)eoi)le. 

The CiiAiKMAN. In other Mords, if there are 40 Communists in an 
airplane faeiorv they have eontaet amon^- non-Cbmmnnists \Yho are 
>ymi>athetie M'ith them in that factory, is that triie^ 

Mr. CiiASK. It is the belief of the Communist Party that every 
Communist should have around him not less than 10 persons who will 
follow hi^ leadei ship in any period of crisis oi’ difficulty. 

'riie CiiAiKMAN. Well, of course, the whole theory of the party is 
that the Communist Party proper is the vanguard—the general staff? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

The Chaikmax. Of the others? So that each Communist is looked* 
upon as an officer and he is supposed to sui'round himself with fol¬ 
lowers. is that true? 

]Mr. Chase. That is right, follow’ers wdio are not themselves a mem- 
bei- of the Communist Parly. 

The Ciiair:max. So if Moscow wanted information in a given 
country then they have not only the members of the pai*ty in those 
countries, but also sympathizei’h thi'ough whom they can work to 
-ecure that infoiination ? 

]\Ir. Chase. That is accui’ate and coiTect. 

The Chairman. And where Russia is in alliance with another 
country the information w’ould not be oidy for Russia, but would be 
transmitted or made available to that other country? 

Ml*. Chase. That is right: yes. 

Idle Chairman". You know^, for instance, in the Los Angeles area 
the number of men who belong to the German-American Bund, for 
insTince ? 

Mr. Chase. Xo. I don’t know their membership there. I am not 
very familiar wdth that. 

ITe Chairman. Isn’t it a fact that in Los Angeles there was at one 
lime around 1.500 membei*s—the German-American Bund? 

Mr. Chase. I do know' that their mass meetings are w'ell attended. 

The Chairman. Well, do you know' that most of them w'ork as 
skilled w'orkei's. and that a number of them are in the basic indus¬ 
tries—as a matter of fact, most of them are in basic industries. 

]Mr. Chase. Yes: T do know' that. 

The Chahewan. So that two govei'iiments working together, like 
(Tciinaiiy and Russia, have facilities for obtaining military and 
industi'ial secrets in the United States for any pui’pose they see fit. 
As T say. they have today the gi*eatest facilities for that purpose. 
They have the greatest ideological .set-up that has ever been known 
in the history of the w'oi’ld. I mean they have a spy system that 
masquerades as a ]>olitical ])ai‘ty that is uniavaled anywhere else in 
the w'oi'ld right here in the Ignited States. 

iNlr. Chase. There is no doubt about that, not only the United 
States, but ill many countries throughout the w'orld there exists the 
greatest ])olitical and economic conspiracy, I believe, within the 
history of all times. It lias long been the declared purpose of the 
Communist Party—they have not mentioned a w'oi*d about it; they 
have made this very clear on numerous occasions, ovei* a ])eriod of 
years, that in the event that the Ignited States or any other capi¬ 
talistic country should be bold as to declare war upon tin* Soviet 
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Union it is tlieir purpose not only to paralyze the indiisti*y of this 
Nation but to sabotage it in every way that it is possible, and to 
preserve the fatherland. Time and again they have raised that 
slogan: “Hands off the Soviet Union, the Workers’ Fatherland.'’ 

The Chairman. Now, what percentage of the Communists are 
known among the workers as Communists? Take, for instance, in 
the average industry, would you say that the majority of the Com¬ 
munists conceal their identity and are unknown as ineinbei’s of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Oh, those that would be known as Communists woidd 
be a very small jiercentage. I could only s])ecidate on that, but it 
would be very small. 

The Chairman. But the majority of them are kept absolutely in 
the background so far as theu* identity in the party is conceimed, so 
that they can wo]*k more effe(5tively; is that true? 

Mr. Chase. That is true. 

Tlie Chairman. The oiies who are designated to come out in the 
fr-ont are the few that are necessary to pi-ovide both a legal organiza¬ 
tion and an illegal organization, isn’t that right ? 

Mr. Chase. The Communists maintain two distinct organizations. 
They maintain an undergi'ound movement at all times, because they 
are constantly aware that some change in a political administration 
in a country may necessitate them going immediately underground. 

The Chairman. Well, isn’t it a fact that the constitution of the 
Communist International requires CATiy unit of the Communist 
Party to have both a legal and an illegal organization? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

Tlie Chairman. And they maintain the legal organizations in 
countries whei'e they are authorized to do so and where they aiv 
not outlawed ? 

iNIr. Chase. Yes. 

The Chairman. And then, of course, if they are outlawed, they 
set up their illegal organization? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. And we must i-ealize that those who 
ai*e active in the illegal work in the iindeiground movement of the 
Communist Pai’ty are certaiidy not going to be silly enough to stand 
up and say that they are meinbei’s of tlie Communist Party. 

Tlie Chairman. Well, what is the teaching with respect to a 
membei- of the Communist Party who is not openly knoAvn ? Take 
the case of a Communist wlio is not known, who liasii't been desig¬ 
nated to go into the open and make known the fact that he is a 
Communist, and he is brought l)efore a committee or the coiiif and 
is asked the question : “Are you a member of the Communist Paity ?” 
Wliat will be his answer under the party’s rules? 

Mr. Chase. His answei* would be “No.” 

The Chairman. Would he hesitate to perjui*e himself to conceal 
his identity? 

Mr. Chase. The Communist doesn't regard that as pei'jury. They 
regard these laws as laws that have been made by ca]utaiists for 
the preservation of the capitalist system, and where the rights or 
the intent of the worker is involved those laws should be totally 
disi-egarded. 

The Chairman. And they get that directly from the teachings of 
Lenin with res]>ect to religion? 
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Mr. CiiASK. Yos. 

riio CiiMHMAX. And his ethics and morals in whicli lie denies 
that Connniinists have any morals, insofar as morals are understood 
thi'oii^hont the world. T niean liy that, isn’t that part of the whole 
communistic doctrine ? 

:\lr. Chase. Lenin states that substantially in these terms: That 
the Communist jirooram must be an elastic progi^ain^ it may be this 
way today and it may be another* way tomorrow. lie states very 
])lainly that they must resort to chicanery and trickery in order to- 
oiitwit and to fool the boui’^eois. 

The (hiAimiAX. All idaht, ^Ir. ^Matthews. 

Mr. (\vsEY. Just one question. Have you any evidence of any 
coo])ei*ation between the Communist Party and the Germain Ameri¬ 
can Ibind in California? 

Mr. Chase. I have seen no evidence of them cooperating- tliere 
locally. 

Mr! Casey. IVell, do you k(*ep up with their publications? Have 
you i*ead since the Soviet ])act or have yon had occasion to read 
the Communist publications and the publication of the German- 
Amm-ican Bund and the public-ations of certain other groups that 
work with thm? 

Mr. Chase. I have read some of those thin^-s; yes. 

Mr. (\\sEY. Have you noticed any similarity in the* phraseology 
since that pact and the arguments that they have advanced in siip- 
poi*t of the fact and in sup])Oi’t of the alliance between Knssia and 
(Germany t 

^Ir. Chase. Yes; I have heard some of the arguments. I have 
discussed it with some of them. 

.Mr. Casey. Have you noticed in the bund publications that they no 
longer attack the Communists; that they no longer use the words 
‘•})hitocrati(‘” and “^gangster,*’ and that there is no longer hi the pub¬ 
lications of the resjiective oriianizations that constant bombardment? 

.Mr. Ch AsE. T am perfectly awai’e that because of this alliance be¬ 
tween Russia and Germany that the Communist Party is to cease 
attacking tlie Xazis and the Xazis are to cease attacking the Com¬ 
munists. 

^Ir. Casp:y. Are you awai’c of the fact that since the invasion of 
Xorway the (’ommunist juiblications lay the lilame on England and 
]u-acti(‘jdly defended the Xazi seizure and control of Xoi’way ? 

Mr. (hiAsE. Yes: I am familiar with that. 

Ml*, ('asea'. So that when an alliance takes place acioss the waters 
the new situation is immediately I'edected in the attitude not only 
of Coniiminist gi’oups but of Xazi groujis in the United States? 

Mr. Chase. That is correct. 

Mr. lYhile thei*e wouldn‘t be any evidence of any outward 

coo]:ei‘ati()n, since they would Ik* too smart for that, the very fact that 
the whole party line, if both of th(mi change and they cease to be¬ 
aut agonistic, would take uj) other issues. 

]\fr. Chase. The struggle of both of them at this time witliout a 
doubt is to attack Gieat Britain and France. 

Ml*. Casey. And in the publications of both of them when you read 
them now, instead of the Communists talking about Xazi aggression 
and Xazi imperialism, and so on and so foith. they are talking now 
about the British im])erialism. 
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Mr. Chase. Yes. Tliey have made a complete about face on that 
issue. 

Mr. Casey. Is that in accordance with Stalin's so-called elastic 
proo:ram ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. xVnd the Communists defend that because they 
revert back to the bible, which is the teachino- of Lenin, and Lenin 
made that issue very clear years aoo. 

Mi\ Casey. So it Avould be an elastic prooTam, whicli means subject 
to change without notice. 

Mr. Chase. They have no scruples airainst formina' an alliance with 
the bouroreois wherever they can do that to advantage. 

Mr. Casey. Then the Communists in America have no discretion. 
'They must follow blindly whatever conies out of Russia ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes: the policy is laid down in Russia. 

The Chairman. All ri^ht, ]Mr. IMatthews. 

Ml'. Matthews. ]\[r. Chase, with reference to the alien membei'S of 
the CommunivSt Party in the State of California you said you did not 
know exactly what ])roportion of the membershi]i there has failed to 
take out citizenship. Is it true that the Communist Paity has no hesi¬ 
tation to take into membershi]) persons who are ineliirible for citizen¬ 
ship in the United States? 

Mr. Chase. They have always held as ]iart of their ])i-oo;i>.|n^ the 
defense of the aliens, and that has been their program rioht alono-. 

Mr. iNlATaTiEWS, I am refei’rinir to such individuals who would be 
inelii^ible for citizenshi)i—Japanese and Chinese, for examjile? 

"Mr. Chase. Oh. yes; they take them as members. 

Ml'. ]\[atttiews. Does that indicate to some extent that the Com¬ 
munist Party is not a political party in the ordinary sense of the word 

Mr. Chase. That certainly indicates that. Mav I elaborate on 
that? 

Mr. Casey. Sure. 

Mr. Chase. The Communist Party should not be considered a 
political party in the sense that other jiai'ties are considered political. 
Now. the Republican Party, the Democratic Party, or their equivalent 
in other countries would be limited to the affairs and the activities of 
that nation and its members would ]dedo-e loyalty to that particular 
nation. In the instance of the Democratic Party or the Republican 
Party their loyalty would be pledo-ed to the United States Govern¬ 
ment. But the Communist Party differs with them on this point. 
They recognize no boundary lines. In fact. Karl Marx stated "‘This 
world belongs to the workers. There is no room for a boundary line.” 
They were the words that he used. The Communist Party ]iled^es 
allegiance to no country other than the Soviet Union and the pro¬ 
gram of the Communist International. 

Mr. De^mpsey. But they pledge allegiance to one country. 

Mr. Chase. To the Soviet Union. 

Mr. ^VfATTHEWs. That is because they consider that the source of 
the Comintei'u (U' the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. ]\rATTHEWs. And the home, you might say, of the Comm must 
Party. 

Mr. Chase. Their allegiance wouldn't be pledged to Russia. It 
would be ])ledged to the Soviet Thiion. That is the way they would 
phrase that because the Soviet Thuon is made u]^ of a numbei' of 
'Countries. 
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Tlu‘ CiiAiR^fAX. Or, isn't tlio eiilire structure of tlie ConuiiuDist 
Party desi^trned for the ])iirp()se of coveriuo- up one fact, uaiiiely, that 
the Connnunist Party is aii agency of the Soviet Union? 1 mean 
M-hen von get down to tlie proposition while they pretend tlieir officers 
are elected bv the ineinbersliip and that it is a democratic organiza¬ 
tion, isn’t it a fact that the wliole structure and the ]u*etense of a 
democratic oi’gaiiization is for the purpose of concealing the fact that 
Kussia lias in the United States an agency to do its bidding, wdiatever 
Its bidding may be t 

'Slv. Chase. That is correct. 

The Chairman. And in the case of the Communist International, 
the Communist Paity of the United States, and of other countries 
are sections of it ? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

'Idle Chairman. But isn’t it a fact that since the Communist Party 
of Bussia has 1.800,000 members, as compared with the rest of the 
countries, that gives the Communist Party of Russia a complete 
control of the Communist International ? 

^Ir. Chase. I want to make this point. The Communist Interna¬ 
tional—there was a ga]i of 7 or 8 years that no conventions whatever 
were held. Xow. the Communist^ International is made up of dele¬ 
gates fi*om the Communist Party in the various countries throughout 
the world. But naturally Russia, having by far the largest member- 
shitx would naturally have the greater number of delegates. No\y, 
inside of the Communist International is the presidium. The presi¬ 
dium acts upon problems between conventions. Now, this presidium 
is practically all made up of Russians and those that are not Russians 
ai*e usually taking care of problems in their own countries. The 
result is tliat a quorum vill act between conventions made up entirely 
of Russians and. therefore, the entii’e program of the Communist 
Inteiaiational can truthfully be said to be dictated by the Russian 
Communists. 

The Chairman. It is just a clevei‘ way for a foreign country to 
build up an espionage system in anothei' countiy without having to 
pay for it and without, any danger of that othei' foreign country 
treating it as an espionage system ? 

iSIr. Chase. Yes. sir. It is that in every sense of the word. 

Mr. Matthews. ^Ir. Chase, in the event that a Communist Party 
member is instructed to obtain h\ghly confidential information in a 
|)lant such as an aircraft plant, isn't it true that that information 
would not be transmitted to his unit organizer or section organizer 
f)r. as a matter of fact, to anybody else in the Communist Party as 
such, but wouldn't that be transmitted to the other agency of the 
Communist conspiracy, the Soviet military intelligence oi‘ the Ogpu ? 

^Ir. Chase. W\ Communists belong to the unit, of course, but a 
member that has the ability and is in the position to render some 
particular seiAUce would be assigned to some other pa it of the Com¬ 
munist Pally, to some othei* group, some individual or for some par¬ 
ticular duty that they have, and he would work in confidence and he 
would make his report accordingly. 

Mr. Maithews. Do you know anything about the existence of the 
secret organization which is commonly described now as the Ogpu? 

Mr. Cha.se. Wherever there is a Communist Party they have it. 

^Ir. Maithews. That is under what is now called the Commissariat 
of Internal Affairs of the Soviet Union, is it not? 
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]Mr. Chase. Yes. Tliat is tlie correct name for it now. 

Mr. Matthews. And tliat is an espionage organization wherever it 
exists, outside of the Soviet Union as well as inside^ 

Mr. Chase. That is a secret-police department. 

ilr. ]Matthews. Xow, in addition to the- 

The Chairman. Right there. Mr. Matthews, the ability to engage 
in espionage work or, rather, the op]iortnnity for it without being 
apprehended by the authorities is greatly enhanced by the attitude 
of a government treating the Communist Party as a political organ¬ 
ization, is that not true? I mean yon see vei’y prominent men occa¬ 
sionally who would speak of the fact they don't inquire into a per¬ 
son’s i)olitical affiliations. They are under the impi’ession that the 
Communist Party is just another political party so that that makes 
it much easier for the Communist Party to carry on its est)ionage 
work in a given country, isn't that true ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. There has been a great deal said here lately 
about maintaining a democratic condition throughout the country. 
Now, the Communists have made themselves the greatest champions— 
that is, they have made themselves champions of democracy in this 
country .and they have done that for a distinct purpose, because the 
Communist has jilaced upon democracy the bui*den of giving them 
the privilege to carry on any sort of activity that they wish, and the 
Communist friendshii") and his loyalty to democracy is only to this 
extent, that by carrying forth that program then they can maintain 
a condition under the framework of which the Communist Party 
can carry on their activities without any kind of legal resistance what¬ 
ever, and that is exactly what they ai-e doing. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, in addition to this Commissariat of Internal 
Affairs, which was formerly known as the Ogpu, there is also the 
fourth division of the Red Army which is known as the Soviet ]\[ili- 
tary Intelligence. Does that operate in countries where the Com¬ 
munist Party also exists? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. Their agents would be present. 

Mi*. Matthews. Now, isn't it true that highly confidential irxfonna- 
tion of an industrial or military character would be transmitted to 
Moscoav, not through the regular pai’ty channels, but through one of 
these other channels ? 

ilr. Chase. The Communists are always going to use the safest 
])ossible channels that they can use for communication purposes, cer- 
tainl3\ 

Mr. Matthews. You mentioned a moment ago that under the in¬ 
fluence or control or both, of the Communist Part}^ in this countr}q 
there were approximately 2,000,000 individuals. That is your estima¬ 
tion of the situation ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. That figure could only be estimated, and I be¬ 
lieve that would be conservative. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Do you recall that Earl Bi-owder wrote an article 
in the Communist, which is the official monthly publication of the 
party, that the iiarty had under its control 2,000.000 individuals who 
were sympathetic to its ])i*ograni ? 

Mr. Chase. I did not read any article. 

The Chairman. Well, now. getting back to California. Have you 
au}^ other questions. ]Mr. Matthews? 
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Mr. ^Iaitiikavs. 1 lui\c* a (jurstioii to ask about California in lliat 
connection. 

'Flic (’iiAiinnAX, Very well, ^o ahead. 

Ml*. Matthews. You spoke of the underground oraanization of the 
jiarty by which 1 take it you meant that there are actual cominittees 
fornuMl. as well as individuals, who ar(* not known to the jiiiblic at 
lara(‘ as Coniniunists, is that correct ^ 

^Ii‘. Chase. That is correct. 

^Mr. JMa'ithews. For example, in the State of California was there 
an imderaroimd central committee wliich differed in its personnel from 
the central committee such as would be rejiorted to the secretary of the 
stale of California t 

Mr. Chase. The central committee of the Communist Party in no 
instance would be those that are known to us as the central committee. 
The real control of the Communist Party is in the hands of the iinder- 
o*round movement. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Now, the Communist Party of California is re- 
tpiired to report to the secretary of state of California, is it not, the 
personnel of its leadin<>: body? 

Mr. Chase. I don’t know that they are. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. For jmrjioses of the ballot. 

Mr. C'hase. Oh, yes; that is correct, for the purpose of the ballot. 

Mr. Matthews. Xow, in reporting' that personnel of that party is 
it your infoi'niation or knowledge that that would differ from the 
actual ;LT)vernino- body of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; it would differ. 

Mr. M. vtthews. So that that further evidences the fact that the 
Communist Party is not a political party in the ordinary sense of the 
word t 

Mr. Chase. I can say this definitely, I have been a member of the 
top faction of the Communist Party, wliich is supposed to run that, 
and my own observations showed to me very plainly that inside of that 
to]) faction there was a top faction. 

d1ie Chairman. Xow, of course, a ^’reat difficulty that this commit¬ 
tee ha^ is the fact that this is not just another political party. The 
committee has the difficulty of convincing- peojile in positions of 
authority, peojile in unions, that this is not just another political party. 
You will notice that the invariable answer we ^et here is 'Well, our 
oi'Luinization does not inciuire into a mans political belief. We take 
peo})le independently of their political belief,’' and until the country 
can understand, people in authority can understand that this is not 
a political party but an espionage system of a foreign government 
that is masquerading under slo^ins of democracy and under the frame¬ 
work of a democi'atic oro-iinizatiou, then it is impossible ever to deal 
with it in the way that it has to lx* dealt with as an espiouao-e agency 
of a forei^ni government. 

Mr. Chase. Well, I could easily recognize your difficulty in getting 
that across. I have encountered that experience in innumerable in¬ 
stances. 

The CiLAiRMAN. Xow, you made the statement here that the Mari¬ 
time Union is **compIetely controlled by the Communist Party.*’ 
What do you base that statement on? First, because you were in the 
party for 7 years? 
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Mr. Chase. Yes. 

The Chairman. Xom. did you come in contact ^vith the Maritime 
Union officials and workers along the west coast as a Communist 
yourself? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. I came in contact with them. The fact that the 
Maritime Union so persistently and so cajiably carries forth the 
program of the Communist Party at all times- 

The Chairman. Did you know yourself of Communists who had 
leadership in the union ? 

Mr. Chase. Oh, yes; I have known numbers of them. 

The Chairman. You mean leaders in the Maritime Union that you 
have met with in the Communist Party and whom you know are mem¬ 
bers of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. One of the outstanding ones is Chester Jordan. 

The Chairman. What is his position in the Maritime Union? 

Mr. Chase. His position in there—he was a member of the Kadio 
Telegraphists’ Union. He later became the secretary of the Indus¬ 
trial Council of the C. I .0. 

The Chairman. Do you know that he is a member of the Commu¬ 
nist Party? 

Mr. Chase. I have been in a lot of meetings with him. I know it 
definitely. 

The Chairiman. That he is a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Tlie Chairman. Does he occupy a strong or important position in 
the Maritime Union ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. He has been a leader in that union on the west 
coast for quite some time. 

The Chairman. Do you know any other leaders? 

Mr. ^Matthews. Just a minute. Were vou here vesterdav, Mr. 
Chase? 

Mr. Chase. No; I was not. 

Mr. Matthews. The witness yesterday identified Chester Jordan as 
the vice president of the A. K. T. A. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

IMr. Matthews. Is that the same Chester Jordan ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Vice president of the American Eadio and Telegra- 
]ihists’ Association ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

The Chairman. And you know he is a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

The Chairman. Can you give us any more in the Maritime I Tiion 
that you have personal knowledge of and have sat with in Commu¬ 
nist meetings? 

Mi‘. Chase. Not of officials; no. He is the only one that I have 
actually sat in meetings with. 

The Chairman. Do you have any information with reference to 
others Avho were members of the party, who Avere leaders in the 
Communist Party in the Maritime Union? 

Mr. Chase, There are numbers of them that I know but I have 
never been in meetings with them. 
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Tlie (^iiAiKMAX. How would YOU know it if you w’eiv not in meet- 
inofs with them ? 

Ml-. Chase. AVoll. it i? not dilHcult for one Communist to reeo^niize 
another. 

Hr. HA'nuiEws. AVheu you speak of the INIaritime Union, you don’t 
mean there is a union knoMUi by that name? 

Hr. Chase. I am speaking of the maritime industry. I am speak- 
iiiii* now of the ^laritime Fedei*ation, the union which makes that up, 
of which there are a number. 

The Chaikmax. I was usin^ it in a general sense. Several unions 
that make it up. 

Hr. Chase. The ^Maritime Federation embraces the entire shipping, 
and seagoing industry. 

The ChiAiEMAX. Who is the head of the whole Fedei'atiout 

Hr. Chase. Harry Bridges. 

Th(‘ Chaii{Wax. Did you ever sit with Harry Bridges in a Com¬ 
munist meeting? 

Hr. Chase. Xot where they wei‘e everyone Communists. There- 
was a meeting—a few meetings there where there were some that 
were not C'ommunists. They were not made up solidly of Com¬ 
munists. 

The Chairmax. Do you have any information, any dei^jendable- 
information or sound grounds, to believe that HaiTv Bridges was a; 
member of the party? 

^Ir. Chase. I have never doubted it, and neither has any other 
Communist among themselves. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. Well, on what would you base such a belief ? 

^Ir. Chase. The accuracy with which he carries the Communist 
])rograms and other points. That makes it seem vei*y strong. Harry 
Bridges came to Los Angeles to lav down the party policy to guide 
the conduct and the activities of the Communists in the American 
Federation of Labor unions and in the C. I. O. unions as well. This 
meeting took place on West Washington Boulevard in Los Angeles 
in the early part of 1937. 

I was called to the telephone in the union headquarters, and Lou 
Barron was >j)eaking on the other end. Lou BaiTon at that time 
was the organizer of tlie trade-union section of the Communist Party. 
Lou Barron told me that Harry was in town and he said, ‘‘Harry is 
holding a meeting at 1210i/j West AVashington Boulevard’' and he* 
said, “You. yourself, and AAhilter AAYst])hal and Joe Sylva are to go 
there as the representatives of your union.” He says, ‘^And Bridges 
is going to lav down the ])olicv, the new ])()licy, with which we are 
to follow in regard to taking of A. ¥. of L. unions over to the- 
(\ 1. O." And T attended that meeting. 

Hr. ( AsEV. Now. that policy was not a Communist poli(‘V but a 
union ])olicy? 

Hi‘. Chase. That was a C’ommuuist ])olicy. That was the program 
of the Communist Party for Communist Party members in trade- 
unions, but they were to bring into that meeting to hear Bridges 
others that had been working or traveling along with them in carry¬ 
ing forth this trade-union program. 

Hr. Casey. I thought you and your associates were told over the 
telei)hone to go as representatives of your labor union. 
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JMr. Chase. We were; yes. We were "oino- to represent the labor 
ainion, but we were ^oing as Coinnninists iiniler instruetioiis from 
the Communist Party, but to represent our unions which we got to 
the meeting. 

Mr. Matthews. Now, you have identified Lou P>ari‘on as a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party and you stated he was head of the 
trade-union section of the party at that time. 

Mr. Chase. At that time: yes. lie was tlie organizer of tlie tiade- 
xinion section of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Matthews. And you mentioned AValter Westphal. 

Mr. Chase. Walter Westjiial was the l)usiness agent of the Up¬ 
holsterers Union, Local 15. 

Mr. IMatthews. And did you identify him as a Cominiiiiist ^ 

Mr. Chase. He is a Communist. 

Mr. ilAiuTiEws. Have you sat with him in meetings 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. iSlATTHEAvs. Have you worked with him on this trade-union 
commission ? 

Mr. Chase. We belonged in the same trade-union and belonged 
to the same unit for a long while. 

Mr. ]\Iaiu^hews. Who was Joe 8ylva Avhom you named ^ 

Mr. Chase. Joe S^iva was a member of the Communist Party 
and he was the president of Local 15 of the Upholsterers' Inter¬ 
national Union. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. That was the union to which you belonged I 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you know anyone in the Automobile Workers 
Union who is a Comniunist ^ 

:Mr, C 'hase. Yes; I know quite a few of them in there. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Did you know Ed Sugar? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; I know Eddie. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Is he a Communist? 

Mr. (Asey. Eddie what? 

Mr. ('hase. Sugai’, S-u-g-a-r. 

Mr. ilATTHEWS. Was he a Communist? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

The C'hairman. What ]:)osition did he hold? 

oMr. Chase. Well, he is sort of a free-lance organizer. Then in the 
latter part of 1937 he was on the pay roll, I believe, as an organizer. 

Ml*. Matthews. Did you know a man by the name of Pehnan? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Was lie a Communist ? 

Mr. Chase. Yes. 

Mr. ^Ia'cthews, AVhat was his trade-union connection? 

^Ir. Chase. He was a member of the Trade Union Commission and 
he was also one of the speakers of this so-called pi’ogressive bloc in the 
Central Labor Council. 

Mr. ^Iaythews. When you say of a trade-union commissiim do you 
mean of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Chase. Of tlie Communist Part} , yes—the Trade Union Com¬ 
mission : yes. Tliat is of the Communist Party entirely. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Did you know Hugh Campbell? 

Mr. Chase. Yes; I know Hugh Campbell, 

]Mi’. JMatthews. Was he a Communist ? 
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.Mr, C'hask. 

.Mr. Maitiifavs. AVhat wn> liis trade-union connection? 

.Ml'. I'liAsE. He ii? >ecretai’Y of tlie District Council of the Painters 
in Los .Viiiicle^. 

Mr. .Mati'iiews. M"as lie a member of the central council? 

Mr. (hiASE. Xo. 

.Mr. Mattiiiavs. Do you know Don Healy? 

IMr. Chi ASK. Yes. 

.Mr. .Matthews. AVas he a C^unmunist? 

.Mr. Chase. Yes. Don Healy is a Communist. 

.Mr. Mattii?:ws. AVhat was his trade-union connection, if any? 

.Mr. Chase. Don Healy was a member of the Painters' Union and he 
became the secretary of Labor's Xoiijiartisan League and he was a 
delegate to the Central Labor ('’ouncil. 

.Mr. Casev. Is that the State Xonpartisan League? 

.Mr. ChiAsE. Labor's Xonpartisan League. It is a national organiza¬ 
tion. 

.Mr. Casev. Xational secretary? 

.Mr. Chase. Xo: not national secretary. He was the local, southern 
California secretary. I misunderstood your question. 

.Mr. Matthews. Did you know Dorothy Pay? 

.Mr. C'hase. Yes. 

.Mr. ^Iatthews. Did you know her as a Communist? 

^Ii*. C'hase. Yes. 

^Ir. ]\Latthews. AVas she vice ]3resident of the United Cannery, Ag- 
ricultural. Packing, and Allied AYorkers? 

]Mr. Chase. Y es, 

.Ml*. AIatthews. Of which Don Henderson is the head for the United' 
States ? 

Mr. Chase. That is right. 

.Mr. Matthews. Is that a ]hcture of Dorothy Ray [handing photo- 
grajdi t(^ witnessl. 

Mr. Chase. Yes: that is right. 

Mr, Matthews. I would like to introduce this in evidence. 

The Chatrhax. It is received. 

(The photograph referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
'Tdiase Exhibit 4’’ and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. AIaiu'Hews. AA'hen you said that Harry Bridges laid down the 
party line at this meeting which you and AVestphal and Sylva and' 
otliers attended, what party line was it that he laid down? 

]Mr. Chase. There had been considerable confusion as to just what 
treatment the Party memliers were going to give to A. F. of L. unions 
and .V. F. of L. members that were sympathetic and desirous of affili- 
atinir thejnselves with the C. I. O. There was quite a high fever 
among the.^e unions and many of them wanted to just pick up their 
local union and bring it away from the A. F. of L. and move it right 
on over to the C. I, O. And the part that Bridges was to lay down 
there was a new national jiolicy to guide our conduct and coordinate it 
with unions throughout the United States. 

Mr. Casey. Califoiaiia is rather a hotbed of pension plans. Has 
the Communist Party any policy with respect to these pension plans? 

Mr. Chase. Confidentially and among themselves, the Communist 
Party does not have any .sym]>athy toward any of the old-age pension 
plans. ])ut they look upon them as more or less ridiculous and an 
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impossibility, but for the juirpose of uudermiuino- and extending 
their influence into tlie pension organizers, in the People’s World 
rand other publications they have given them considerable favorable 
publicity and have always sent speakers before these oi-ganizations. 
But the Communist Party looks upon old-age pension movements as 
.an impossible thing and a very ridiculous inovement. 

Ml*. Casey. Outwardly they give lip service and support. 

iNIi-. Chase. They give Yip service knowing that these movements 
are doomed to ultimate failure. And then it will be the purpose of 
the Communist Party to point out to these organizations the impossi¬ 
bility of adequate old-age pensions under a system of capitalism; 
that it would be only in the destruction of the capitalist system and 
the setting up of the proletarian dictatorship that these ]Deople would 
be able to gain security. 

The Chairman. We will adjourn at this time subject to the call of 
the chairman. 

(Whereupon, at 11:40 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 


INVESTlftATlOX OF UN-AMEKICAX PKOPAOAXDA 
ACTIVITIES IX THE UXITEI) STATES 


MONDAY, MAY 6, 1940 

House of Repkesextattves, 

Co.MAIITl'EE ox Ux-AxIERICAX ACTIVITIES. 

Washington^ D, C, 

I'lie coiiiiiiittee met at 10 a. m., Hon. ^fartin Dies (chairman) pre¬ 
siding. 

The CiiAiioiAX. The committee will come to order. 

>[r. limes, will yon please hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

TESTIMONY OF PETER J. INNES, JR., FORMER MEMBER, NATIONAL 

MARITIME UNION 

T'he CiiAiiiMAX. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the wliole 
truth, and nothing hut the truth, so help you G(k1? 

^Ir. IxxES. I do. 

Mr. ]\rATTHE\vs. Will you please state your full name? 

Mr. IxxBS. Peter J. Innes, Jr., 892 Hallet Street, Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Mr. Matthews. ^Slr. Innes, will you please outline briefly your 
connection with the Xational Maritime Union? 

Mr. IxxES. I joined the Xational ^Maritime Union when it was 
first formed, following the dissolution of the International Seamen's 
Union. 

The Chairmax. Let me note here in the absence of a full com¬ 
mittee, there is a subcommittee consisting of the chairman and Mr. 
'Ihomas and Mr. Voorhis of California. J^roceed. 

Mr. Ix^XES. Following the dissolution of the International Sea¬ 
men's Union, I held vaiious positions. I was organizer for the port 
ot Xew York in the engine division, and the last position I held was 
that of natiojial purchasing agent. 

Mr. Mattihavs. Xow, what year did you join the Xational Mari¬ 
time Union? 

Mr. IxxES. MYll, I joined it on the day of its formation but I 
joined llie union first in Jaiiiiaiy 1930—the International Seamen's 
Union—the Maiune Firemen, Oilers, and Watertenders' Union of 
the Atlantic and Gulf, which later became the engine division of the 
.Maritime Union. 

Mr. Matthews. Are you a seaman? 

Mr. IxxEs. I am. 

Mr. MAuriiEws. In what capacity? 

Mr. IxxES. Oiler in the engine room. 

^Ir. ^Tattiiews. How long have you followed that occupation? 
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Afr. IxxES. In the merchant marine since 1935. 

Mr. MxVTI’itews. HaA^e yon been working durinu; the past year? 

Mr. Innes. I have. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. M^liere? 

Mr. Innes. 'Well, after I left Xew Yoi-k I was under the doctor's 
care until Jnly of 1939, and—at which time I went to Avoi’k as a 
fireman on the automobile ferry operating betAveen Bridgeport, Conn., 
and Long Island. 

Mr. ]\[attiieaa\s. And up to Avhat time did you engage in that Avork? 

i\lr. Innes. 'Well, the close of the season in October last year, at 
Avliich time I then Avent to Avork for the Pepj^enstahl Foige Co., in 
Bridgeport, AAdiere I remained employed until sub])enaed by this 
committee. 

i\Ir. Mattheavs. And Avhen Avere you subpenaed by tliis committee? 

Mr. Innes. A])ril 20. 

^Ir. Mattiieavs. 1940? 

Ml*. Innes. 1940. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. AVill you explain, ]dease, tlie union alliliation that 
you had throughout? 

Mr. Innes. Throughout ? 

i\li’. ]Mattheavs. Yes. 

^fr. Innes. I joined the innon in 1936, and at tliat time I Avas em* 
])loyed on board tlie steamship Sant(f. Paula of the Grace Line on the 
leturn trip from San Francisco Avhich started in January and ended 
in A|u*il. The outlaAv strike of 1936 Avas taking place in the port of 
XeAv York. 

Mr. Thomas. I did not hear Avliat strike that Avas. 

]Mr. Innes. The outhiAv .strike, as it was called, of 1936 Avas taking 
])lace in the ])ort of XeAv York, osten>ibly lead by Jose])h Curran of 
tlie steamship Californkt. 

Tlie ship's creAV, previous to the day of our arriAud in XeAV York, 
voted that the delegates, of Avliich I Avas one, Aveiv to go ashore and 
get the score of the strike. 

AVlien Ave Avent ashore Ave found that the strike Avas more of a sym¬ 
pathy strike and concentrated against the Ihiited States Lines and 
the Grace Line. 

MY came back and reported tliat fact to the creAV. and they voted 
that they Avould strike pi*ovided that the entire port of XeAv York 
Avas placed on strike. So the entire creAv came off Avith the exception 
of tAvo anen and I Avas elected tlieir I'epresentative to the strike com¬ 
mittee in the port of XeAV York. 

At that time the strike committee designated me as cliief picket 
dispatcher foi* the entire strike, and I lemained in that capacity 
throughout the entire period of the strike. 

Ml*. Mattiieavs, AVill you please explain liriefly AAhat the chief 
picket dispatcher’s functions Avere ? 

]\Ii'. Innes. The chief ])icket dis])atcher’s functions Avere—he was 
res]aonsible for the jilacing of |)ickets at ATii*ious piers, the formation 
and execution of mass picket lines, infoi’ining the legal department 
AAuth i*eference to men Avho Avere arrested, and to actively jiarticipate 
in all picketing. 

Mr. VTTITEAVS. Did you have to sign cards for the pickets? 

]\fr. Innes. My signature apjiears on all the strike cards that were 
issued during the spring of 1936. 
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.Vt th(‘ (‘lose' of th(* strike tlu' coniDiittee of nim^ men were elected, 
compost'd of of the d('(‘lc (k'partmeiit, tliret' of the steward's 

de])artmeiit and tlirt'c of tlie en;jiine de]>ai‘tment wlio were to cai'ry 
on the rank and tile woi-k of ivora'anizin^- the seamen diirinir the sum¬ 
mer in pre])ai*ation foi* the fall of when a strike was sui)posed 

to take plac<‘ on the Pacific* (‘oast. Fhat committee was aiven ])ower 
to cooperate wiili any other ])ers()ns that they saw fit. 

Ill other \\()rds. to make siihcommittees of them. 

1 was selected as a member of the cooperative committee for the 
engine department and was elected secretary-treasurer of the M. F. 
O. apjieal fund, as the ]\farine Firemen. Oilers, and Wateifenders* 
Ihiion at that time was in court attempting' to get their constitution 
overridden by the courts. 

Mr. ]\fATTiiEws. Xow, will yon jilease state wliat the ^I. F. O. W. 
is ? 

Air. IxxEs. ^Marine Firemen. Oilers, and Watei'tenders’ Union. 
That was otir division of the Amei'ican Federation of Labor. 

This committee ran a strike or ran a dance, I mean, to raise funds 
foi* this a])peal, and all told I think Ave raised around $1,200. I par¬ 
ticipated actively in that committee until July 13, I believe it was, 
of 1030. On the afternoon of that date I came into the oflice—the 
strike headquarters, tlie defense committee office at 146 Eleventh 
Avenue, and thei’e I met Joe Cni'ran and Tommy Kay, who told me 
they had another job foi* me. I asked them what that was. I told 
them I had my hands jiretly filled up with Avhat I had. They said: 
“You can drop all that, we are sending yon to the west coast.*’ 

Ml*. Lynch. What date Avas that, Mr. Innes? 

Mr. IxxEs. T belicA'e that Avas July 13. I don't know. A copy of 
my resignation Avill show. 

Mr. Lynch. July 13 of Avhat year? 

Mr. Innes. 1036. 

^li'. Lvxc’ir. Did you go to the Pacific coast then? 

Ml'. Innes. FolloAving the instructions of Tommy Kay I Avent over 
to the steamshi]) /h'c,svV/c/d 7V//7 in search of a man by the name of 
A1 Yates. When I found him—his jol) Avas that of engineer’s yeoman. 
He took me to the chief engine<'r and told me that T Avas Ins relief. 
7 ates then got off the shi]). I took his place. We made the ti’iangle 
I'un—that is the run between New Yoi'k. Boston, and back to XeAv 
Yoi'k, and then I departed for San Francisco, Avhere I arrived on 
August 16. I lielieve, of 1036, and Mr. Yates was on the dock Avaiting' 
for his iob back. 

Mr. Lynu’H. Xow, Avait a minute. In regard to this SAvitching of 
jK'sitions on this boat : what boat was tliat? 

Mr. Innes. 'bhe steamship PnsUhnl Tait of the Dollar Line. 

Mr. La'xcui. And Avho is Tonnny Yates? 

Ml'. 1 nni:s. A1 Yates. Th' was the engineer's yeoman. Tie is. in 
fact, a Avell-known Communist who lias been throAvn in jail several 
times in Japan for carrying on siibversiA'e activities oA'er there. 

^Ir. Lyni'ii. And Avho is TomniA' Kay ? 

Mr. Innes. At that time Koy Hudson's right-hand man in (‘barge 
of marine labor. He is uoav in charge of the marine fraction of the 
Communist Party, and I Ix'lieve a member of the central committee- 
in charge of marine. 
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Lyntii. AVas Tommy llay a ("ommmiist at the time, in 1030, 
wlien he arran^'ed tliis switch on tliis boat for yon ? 

Mr. Innes. He was. 

Air. Lynch. Now, wliile yon were on this ship or had some con¬ 
nection witli this Preshlenf Taft^ did yon liave any information or 
knowledge witli regard to receiving messages? 

Air. Innes. At that time—the time that T was going on boai'd the 
shi|). as I stated, I had been woi*king on tliis firemen's committee and 
one of onr functions was tlie getting ont of ballots to the membership 
of the Firemen’s Union. As we had an election of officers going on. 
I was very interested in the outcome, so before I left New Ah)rk T 
asked Eay how I was going to get any dope on the ]*esnlts of the 
elections as they were due in another week. His orders to me were 
that any time I wanted any do])e to take my credentials which I had 
be.en given, and go to the radio o])erator and show them to him and he 
would get me any information that T wanted. 

AVhen we arrived in the Canal Zone in August, I believe it was in 
Balboa, I wanted to find out Avho luid been elected in the fii'emen’s 
union, so I went to the radio o])eratoi‘ in accordaiu'e with my insti'uc- 
tions. I showed him my ci’edentials and he said: "TVell, T can't do 
anything about it now, but as soon as we get ont to sea I will get your 
do])e for you.” 

In al)out G hours latei* he came down with a little typewritten slip 
tliat told me that Phillips had })eeu elected ; the rank and file slate was 
in. and that a wire would await me in San Francisco ])ending my 
ariival, which would confirm this radio report. 

Air. Lynch. And tliat definitely indicated to you that the radio 
o])erator on the shi]) was getting messages from sho]v or from other 
shi])s without the knowledge of the captain. 

Air. Innes. AATll, in ordei* for a radio o])ei‘ator to get a message— 
legally and technically—the captain is the censoi* of all messages 
aboard shi]) and all messages are s\i])])osed to have his a])])roval and 
a c*0])y of all messages sent and received are sn])])osed to be supjdied the 
ca])tain. but he didn't see tlie message, because when T got to San 
Krancisco the wire was waiting for me. 

Air. Lynch. AYhat wire? 

Air. Innes. Confirming the election of ofHcei‘s. 

Air. Lyncui. Did you go to see the captain of the PrePxJeni Taft 
to get his ap])roval foi* sending this message? 

All'. Innes. No sir. 

Air. Lynch. And that was Tommy Bay who told you to go and 
show youi* credentials to the l adioman ? 

Air. Innes. That is correct. 

Air. Lync’h. xAnd those credentials were what? 

Air. I NNEs. Credentials from the Seameirs Defense Committee 
signed by Josepli (hirran as chairman and Ral])h Emerson as seci'c- 
tary, designating me as the ie])resentative of the Seamen's Defense 
(A)mmittee on the Pacific coast. 

All*. Lynch. AVhen you left that shi]), the Prenhlent Taft,, yon say 
this fellow Ahites was there to take over this job again? 

Air. Innes. Yates was on the dock waiting for the ship when we 
arrived: yes, sir. 

Air. Lynch. And that was all arranged bv Curran and Tommy 
Ray? 
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Mr. rxNKs. 'riiMt is e'orrert. 

Mr. Thomas. Mi*. C’lnn'i'nrn), 1 would lik(» to ask tlie witness a 
•question. As 1 uiuku’^tand it this job that Mr. Curi*an wanted you 
to tak(‘ over was to become a ni(‘m))(>i‘ of the Seanieids Defense Coni- 
iuitl(‘e out on the Ikicifie coast or was tluu*e some other jol) in addition 
tf) that ^ 

Ml*. Ixxi'.s. No sir. It Mas to re[)res(Uit the Seamen's Defcuise 
Coininitte(‘ on the I^icitic coast. 

^tr. 'Tho.^ias. d\) represent the Seamen's Defense Committee on tlie 
Pacific coast i 

Mr. Inxes. That is correct. 

Mr. VuoMAs, That was the jiarticular job that Joe Ciii*ran wantt‘d 
AAui to take over^ 

^Mr. IxNES. Possibly a Mord of explanation is due yon there. Dur- 
inii’ the strike there had been a mix-up and a cross-up—of course, 
everybody was M'ritino* to everybody else and the result m’Us nobody 
kn(‘w just exactly \vhat was taking* place and as this ihav strike uas 
in the making* it M'as decided that they Mvaild have one source of 
communication and I was to be it. 

Mr. Lyx(ui. In othei* Mords, you M'ere to be the clearinu: hou.se 
foi* the east-coast seamen^ 

^Ir. IxxEs. On the Pacitic coast. 

^Li*. Lyxcii. On the Pacific coasts 

Mr. IxxEs. Yes, sir. 

.Ml*. Lyxc ii. Who did you deal with on the Pacific coa.st? 

Mr. ixxES. Before leavino- XeAv York I had asked that ([uestion : 
AVlfo 1 M'as to see. and Ray told me that I M'ould be put in tou(‘h 
Mith the jiroper members of the })arty M’ho Mere all ri^ht, on the 
I^icitic coast. 

.Ml*. Lyxc'h. AVhat pai*ty did he have reference to Mdien he said th(‘ 
^^proper inembers of the party” ? 

Mr. IxxEs. AVelh that i»*oes back a little bit to May of DJO. 
I i‘eceived an invitation to attend a dinner. I believe it Mas at 
the Spartacus Club on TM’enty-fifth Street and Eighth Avenue 
in X'cM’ York. And I Ment. I didn't knoM' what the dinnei* M’as 
about, but M’hen I ai*rived all the higher lights of the Communist 
Party from Roy Hudson, Amter, on doM n Mere thei*e to give a Mclcome- 
home dinner to Charlie Kruinbein, Mdio had just g'ottcn out of jail. 

^Ir. Lyx(ui. Is Charlie Krumbein a Communist, to your knoM'l- 
ed ge ( 

Mr. IxXES. Yes. .sir; he is. 

.Ml*. Lyxc h. (jo ahead. 

Mr. Tnxes. So after that ])articular dinner I Ment hunting for Pat¬ 
rick Mdialen—the next night I M'ent hunting for AVhalen, who Mas 
the chairman of the particular subcommittee that 1 belonged to and 
1 found him in the Communist Party headquarters on Thirteenth 
Stre(‘t b(‘tM’een Fourth Avenue and Irving Place, I believe, and at that 
meeting—it was a meeting of the firemen’s fraction of the Communist 
ikirty. Tommy Ray M^as presiding and they M’ere dc^signating dele¬ 
gates to attend the Communist Party convention. 

d’hat M*as niy .second experience Muth Ray, so, therefore. M*hen he 
told me that *‘the pi*oper members of the ])arty'’ I know' exa(‘tly Miiat 
he meant, bc^cause at that fraction meeting he had asked me if I had 
de.Nired to join the party. 
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]Mr. Lyxch, That whon he refen-e<l to ^‘the })ai’ty'‘ lie ret'en'ed 
to the Cominiinist Party ^ 

Mr. IxNEs. That is correct. 

^Ir. Mai^hews. MHiat was the Spartaciis Club^ 

Mr. IxxES. The Spartacus Club, T believe, was a Greek club—a 
Communist Party club—but I believi' it was one of the foreiu'u-^ 
language clubs. 

]\Ir. Mai'tiiews. Charles Ki umbein. whom you mentioned, is State 
secretaiT of the Communist Part for Xew York State, is he not ^ 

^Ir. IxxES. I believe he was. I doirt know what he is now, becaii'^e 
I haven't seen him in a couple of years. 

Mr. Lyxch. INlr. Innes, before you take up in detail this west coast 
matter, I show you a letter dated August G, iOoG, from you to Joseph 
Curran, and I will ask you if that confirms in writing the testimony 
that you just gave a few minutes ago with regard to the sending and 
receiving illegal messages from a ITiited States boat—from the liner 
7V//Y 

Mr. Ix^xEs. Yes, sii*. This is from the Prei>iidenf Taft on August G, 
198G, and is signed by me. and it states that I had the I'adio operator 
contact the New Yoi‘k office for information regarding the election. 
iNIr. Lyx^ch. I would like to put this in the record. 

'idle CiiAiRMAx. It is so ordered. 

(The document referred to by Mr. Lynch was marked ‘Tnnes 
Exhibit No. 1,” and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. ^Matthews. "What is tlie date of the letter ^ 

Ml'. Innes. August G. 193G. 

Mr. Thomas. Alay I ask light there how many radio ojierators 
would they have on the Premlei'it Taff\ 

Mr. Innes. I believe the Phsulent Taft had two at that time. 

^Ir. Lynch. The first paragraph, Mr. Chairman- 

Mr. Innes. They may haAT had three, Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. Lynch. ‘Tlear Joe"—this is sent from the President Toff — 
'dhe trij) is so far uneventful.*’ And— 

I (lid get a couple scabs here off tlie Santa Clara which will probably be 
good news to you. Have not had any word C(»ucerning tlie M. F. O. W. eh*ctions 
although 1 had “sparks'’ contact AUTA in New York last night and th(>re is a 
possibility tliat I may have w(»rd toniglit. In any event I hope that everything 
will come out okay for the rank and file. 

Now, what is the A.R.T.A.? 

^Ir. Innes. At that time it was the American Radio Telegraphists’ 
A.ssociation, which is now the American Communications Association. 
Mr. Lynch. And who is “Sparks”? 

Mr. Innes. “Sparks” is a seaman’s term for radio operator. 

Mr. Lynch. All right. And this was written after you had asked 
the radio operator to get the information? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. And then you did get the information ? 

Mr. Innes. I got the information ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Thomas. Now, for the record, may I ask the witness a couple 
of questions? Is the President Taft still in service? 

Mr. Innes. I don't believe so. I think she is out of service now, 
sir. 

Mr. Thomas. And what was the name of this particular radio 
operator ? 
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Mr. Inxks. I (loiTt rocall that. 'Huit can be found out very easily 
frcnn the shi[)S articles. 

3Ii'. 'I'iio:m.vs. Do you know whether he is still a radio operatoi* 
on one of the United States Line shij)s? 

Mr. IxNKs. Xo doubt he is. That could be ascertained from tlie 
.Maritime Conimissioids records. 

Ml*. MATTiinws. The date of this run was in August 193G? 

Mr. Inxes. I have the discharge here. I can o'ive you the exact 
date>. Dej>arted Xew York on July 29. 1930. That was after the 
trianiile run. and arrived in San Francisco—the date of discharge 
August 10, 1930. 

Mr. ^Matthews. On board the President Taft? 

Mr. IxxES. On board the President Taft: yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. I will show you a repoit of yours to Joseph Curran. 
It does not seem to be dated, Mr. limes. I will ask you if you also 
mentioned in that rej)ort, a])parently aftei‘ you arrived on the Pacific 
coa^t, infoi’ination with regard to the receiving of word from the 
radio oj^erator of the Prexident Taft concerning the elections? 

Mr. IxxEs. This report I would state roughly, was written on 
August 21 and it states here at the beginning of it: ‘‘Arrived at’'—it 
is a daily report— 

Arrived :San Fnmci.seo Augu.ct ICtli, Sunday. Xo activities. ^Monday, August 
17. reixfitcd to the secretary of the I'acihc Coast M. F. O. \V. and with Frother 
Karl King, and presented iny credentials. He showed me the wire from Xew 
York contirniing inferniation that I had received from AUTA Xew York by radio 
aboard ship on results of the firemen's elections on the east coast— 

and that is my signature on the bottom. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow, Mr. limes, after you arrived on the west coast, 
who did you contact out there? 

Mr. IxxES. I went to the maihie firemen's otHce at 58 Commercial 
Street, I believe it was, and reported to Earl King on Monday. 

Mr. Lynch. And who is Earl King? 

Mr. IxxEs. Earl King was the secretary of the jMarine Firemen's 
Union of the International Seamen’s Union on the Pacific coast, 
and he is now doing a life sentence in San Quentin Penitentiary for 
murder. 

]\rr. Ly'Xch. By the way, you spoke of Krumbein a few moments 
ago as having met him in Xew York at a dinner? 

^Ir. IxxEs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ly'Xch. Had he then been convicted of a passport violation 
or since then was he convicted of a passj)ort violation? 

]Mr. IxxES. The dinner I attended was a welcome-home dinner to 
him after he got out of jail. He just got out of jail. What the 
crime was I don't know. I believe it was a jiassjiort violation or 
something of that nature. 

Mr. Ma'cthews. Do you know wliethei- the [)i'is()n where he was 
incarcerated was Lewisburg, Pa.? 

Mr. I XXES. That is something I could not tell you. 

Mr. Lynch. After yon talked to the people on tlie west coa.st, what 
did you learn was their policy with regard to the impending strike? 

Mr. Txxe"S. As I stated before, I re])orted to King and then he took 
me to Harry Bridges' oflice at 112 ^Market Street, where 1 was, in turn, 
introduced to Bridges, ^fervyn Balhborne, wlio was in the same office 
with him—that is in the same suite. There were three rooms to the 
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suite. Bridges on one side and him on the otlier and a stenooraj)her 
in the room between. Roy Pyle* Avho at that time Avas secretary of the- 
local of Radio Oi)erators’ Union in San Francisco. Rathborne was 
.swretary of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific coast, and then I 
Avent to the district council Xo. meeting of the ^Maritime Federation 
of the Pacific in San Francisco* AAdiere I presented my credentials 
oflicially and AA^as officially seated as a fraternal delegate on the council, 
and I actively participated in meetino-s of their negotiations committee 
and Avas therefore in position to knoAv their policies as they took place 
fi'om day to day. 

^Ir. Ly^’cti. Xoav, you Avent to Bridges* Rathborne, and Pyle first 
and had a coiiA^ersation AAUth them? 

Mr. In NEs. That is correct. 

iNfr. Lynch. Do you knoAv Avhether or not they had contacted the 
persons AAdio AAmuld be in charge of the union to tell tliem Avhat to do^ 
AAdien you presented your credentials? 

^Ir. Innes. They AAcre the persons Avho Avere designated for me to 
contact. I belieAT some place in them files you Avill find a letter stating 
to that effect. I Avas supplied Avith a list of names from Curran upon 
my arrival in San Francisco and heading the list Avas Pyle* tlien 
Bridges, Rathlwrne* 'Walter Stack* and Jim O'Xeil* Henry Schmidt, 
and several others. 

M]'. ]\Iattiieaa"S. Chester Jordan ? 

Mi\ Innes. Jordan Avas mentioned later. 

Mr. Lynch. Is Mervyn Rathborne a Communist? 

Ml*. Innes. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Lynch. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. 'What about Harry Bridges? 

Mr. I NNES. He is a Communist. 

Mr. VooRHTS. I Avould like to ask the Avitness how he knoAvs those 
tAvo are Communists? 

Mr. Innes. Because I attended fraction meetings Avith them. 

Mr. VooRHis. Both of them? 

Mr. Innes. Yes; both of them. 

iSIr. VooRHis. Can you give the committee the dates and other people 
AA'lio Avere there and things of that sort? 

iMr. Innes. Well, I attended many of them* Mr. Congressman, Avhere 
Ave discussed policies that AAere to be ])resented at various committee 
meetings—Avheie I receiATd instructions to transmit to Xcav York. I 
attended fraction meetings Avith Harry Bridges, Meiwyn Rathborne, 
Joe Curran, Roy Pyle* Roy Hudson, and-^ 

Mr. 'Foorhis. All of them together? 

Mr. Innes. All together; yes* sir: prior- 

Mr. '\Yorhis. You mean at one meeting? 

Mr. Innes. At one meeting: ats* sir. 

]Mr. VooRHis. Can you tell us or do you knoAv AAdiere that meeting 
took place, the date, and eAerything like that? 

IMr. Innpis. The meeting took place in San Francisco pidor to the 
strike. It Avas in the latter part of October 19:^0 aaIu-ii Joe Curran 
had come to the coast upon my instructions for him to come there. 

Mr. Thomas. Was there only one meeting or more than one meeting? 

]Mr. Innes. One that I attended. That Avas Avhen Cui'ran and 
Hudson Avere present. There Avere various other meetings when I 
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attoiidod with Mrid^es, Kiitlil)()riu‘. Slack, and Plyc and otliccs, later 
on (htrini:' the strike. 

Mr. Tito.mas. About liow niaiiv in(‘(*tin^-s—Coininunist fraction 
ineetiiiizs—did yon attend at wliicli Harry Bridges was ])resent ? 

Mr. IxxES. Well, ixjuu'hly statin^', 1 shotdd jnd^-e 10 or 12 or 
possibly 15. I wouldn't be accurate on that unless T gave it deep 
thought. 

.Mr. Lync h. But in tlie conversations, irrespective of the meetings 
that you attended at which they were, but the conversations which 
yoti had with them and the instructions that they gave yon, was it 
cleai'ly evident to you that they were Communists^ 

^Ir. IxNEs. M>11, it was evident from the line the party was fol¬ 
lowing at the time. 

Mr. Lynch. And what line was the i)arty following at the time? 

Mr. Innes. The line varied from day to day accoi’ding to the situa¬ 
tion on the Atlantic coast and it was also evident when Tommy Eay 
can give orders to Harry Bridges and Ray is a known and admitted 
member. Bridges is also a Communist. 

Ml'. Lynch. And did Ray give ordei*s to Bridges ? 

^Ir. Innes. He absolutely did. 

Mr. Lynch. And Bridges would relay the orders to somebody else ? 

Mr. Innes. The particular order that I am thinking of was the 
oi’der to Bridges that he had to come to New York to attend the 
^Madison Square Ciarden meeting and those orders were transmitted 
to him through me, as the I'ccord will prove. 

^Ir. Lynch. What date was that? 

:Mr. In NEs. That was in December 11)8(). I think it was around the 
oth or Gth. I think the conversations started in the latter part of 
November. I may be wrong but I have teletype messages in the file 
here. 

Mr. Thcoias. Now. will you develoj) those orders? I mean by that, 
tell the committee exactly what those orders consisted of and who 
you received them from and who you gave them to? 

Mr. Innes. The program on communications, as it had been worked 
out, were that any official messages from the Pacific coast to the 
Atlantic coast were to go througli me. 

AVe had several small code woi*ds worked out wliere we would know 
a message was authentic and any message from the Atlantic coast for 
the Pacific coast was transmitted through me also. 

Ml'. Matthews. Did you transmit them by teletype ? 

Mr. Innes. T^oth teletype, telephone, and telegra|)h. I Inive the 
com|)lete files. 

Air. Thomas. I am interested in this j)articnlar order. 

Air. ALvtthews. The witness has the actual messages here. 

Air. Lynch. Showing the code also that was existing between 
Curran and this witness. 

Let me ask you one question while you are looking for that. Air. 
Innes. Did you have a conversation or are tliere letters here which 
will ])rove the fact that Curran stated to you and you confii*med it, 
that unless these letters or code letters were given you were to dis¬ 
regard a communication? 

Air. Innes. That is correct. That was the first part of the time I 
was out there. 

Air. AIatthews. Did you attend fraction meetings at any other 

me besides San Francisco? 
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Mr. Ix'XES. AVelK 1 attended tlie one I spoke of liere in Xew York. 
I attended minor fraction nieetin<>'S in Portland, Oreg., and also in 
San Pedro ])ri()r to our trip into Mexico. AVe had a fraction meet¬ 
ing over that. The arrangements were made for the Gai*den meeting. 
I transmitted- 

Mr. Tho3ias. Have you got the date of the Garden meeting? 

Mr. IxNES. The Garden meeting was held on December—I have a 
flyer on it here somewhere: I have it right here. 

]Mr. VooRiiis. Yon meaii the Madison Square Garden? 

Mr. IxNES. Yes. December IG, 193G. It has Bridges' picture 
on it. 

Mr. Tho^ias. Harry f^ridges was the chief speaker there? 

^Ii‘. Ix^XES. Him and Vito ]Marcantonio. 

Mr. Lynch. AA^hat was the other fellow? 

Mr. Inn^es. That was Curran. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow, may I ask yon a question before you go into 
this? AAhis a teletype system installed between the Pacific coast and 
Xew York ? 

Mr. Innes. The teletype arrangement. Thei-e was a teletype in 
Bridges' office in San Francisco, there was one in Seattle, there was 
one ill Portland, one in San Pedro, and then I paid to have one put 
in the office in Xew Yoi‘k so we could have conference calls on it 
and all get on the wire together. 

:Mr. Lyn CH. In other words, this is one of the teletypes which 
was used ? 

]Mr. Inx^es. That is correct. 

]\rr. Lynch. By you from the Pacific coast to Xew York? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. Lyx^ch. And from Xew York to the Pacific coast? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow, is this the one that has to do with the instruc¬ 
tions with regard to Bridges coming east ? 

Mr. In NEs. AA'hen this message was sent it was sent to Bridges, 
but as it states later on he wasn't there and it was given to him. 
And then I have others where he confirmed the date of arrival in 
Xew York. This one is dated—there is no date on it. but it is from 
San Pedro, Calif., to the District Council Xo. 2, San Francisco, 104. 
on the teletype, attention Ivathborne, and it states: 

Due to plioiie eall fivuji here I had to leave without seeing you again. 
Talked to X"ew York on phoue this a. in. They desire to know whetlier 
Bridges will come to New York, expenses paid, to be on the platform. Madison 
S<inare Garden, December 14tli. They desire he notify them yes or no immedi¬ 
ately as .John L. Lewis is to be there. The above is strictly confidential. Ask 
him to notify .Joe in X^'ew York in writing as they al.^^o have made arrange¬ 
ment.s for Francis .J. Gorman to l)e there also. 

And it is signed by me. Ivathhorne's answer: 

Okay. Have already disen.ssed qnesti<ni with H. B. re going back to New 
York. Think perliajis he can go. Confirm date December 14. 

And that is signed by Ivathborne. 

Mr. ]Matthews. Mr. Innes, do yon know whether or not the Com¬ 
munist Party ptiid for the Madison Square Garden for that meeting? 

^Ir. Innes. They did pay for it. 

Mr. Matthews. At this ixiint, Mr. Chairman, there has been in¬ 
troduced in the record here ti letter from the IMadison Stiiiare Garden 
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Corpoi'atioii lluit llie ivntnl of $8,500 for Madison Square 

(dii*deii on this oceasion was ])aid by certified clieck drawn by D. 
Leeils, and Mr. Leeds has been identified already as tlie treasurer of 
the Coinnnniist Party of the State of Xew Yoi’k up until last May, 
wheii 'William Browder was the treasurei-. 

The Ctiaik3iax. So they paid the $8,500 for rental of the hall at 
which Hari*v Biadires and these other peojde spoked 

:\Ir. V ooniiis. Mhts the meeting held under the auspices of the Com- 
inunist Party oi* undei‘ whose auspices? 

Ml-. IxxES. 'Why. absolutely it wasn't held under the auspices of 
the Connnunist Party because the seamen as soon as they found out 
actively to theii- own knowledge the Communists were involved they 
had nothino- to do with it. It was held under the auspices of the 
sti’ike committee which a that time was practically controlled by the 
Communist Pai-ty. 

Mr. Lyxcii. ]Mr. Voorhis, we have a oreat deal more testimony 
with rcii'ard to this ^Madison Square Garden incident which I thought 
we would come to a little later, if that is agreeable to the committee. 

4'he Chairmax. The Chair wants to note that a quorum is pi-esent, 
consisting of ^Ir. Voorhis. Mr. Casey. ^h\ Thomas, and the chairman. 
The committee is now acting as a full committee. Proceed. 

Mi‘. Lyxcui. ^Ir. Innes, going back to the Pacific coast. After you 
ai-rived there and had the confei*ences you have indicated, were there 
any instructions given you oi- any decisions come to with regard to 
your going to Mexico in relation to a (Jrace Line ship. Santa Elena? 

Mr. IxxEs. That was in the fir.st month of the strike in Xovember 
of 1080 when the matter of an expedition into Mexico was discussed. 

Ml-. Lyxcii. And what date or what month was that i 
ix XES. In Xovember 1036. 

iNIr. Lyxch. And did you go to Mexico? 

i\Ir. IxxES. I did. 

i\Ir. Lyxch. And who did you go with? 

Ml*. IxxEs. T went with Chester Joi-dan. the secretary of the Radio 
Opei-ators' Lnion in San Pedro and was also secretary of the strike 
committee in San Pedro. Donnelley, who was pi’esident of the Inter¬ 
national Longshoremen's Association local in San Pedro; Farrell, 
who repi-e.'^ented the ^Marine Fii-emen's Union in San Pedi-o, and 
myself as the i-epresentative of the east coast striking .seamen because 
it was reallv one of our ships that we went down there about. 

Mr. L Yxcii. Xow, this Joi-dan has previously been identified as a 
known Communist in the record. Xow. where did you go in Mex¬ 
ico—what place ? 

Mr. T nnes. IVent to Ensenada in ^lexico in Baja—lower Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Mr. L YX('TT. And yon had received word that one of the Grace 
Line ships, the Santa EUna, was going to attempt to dock there? 

Mr. Txxes. Yes. 

Mr. Mai-thews. And do you know how that infoiination was re¬ 
ceived ? 

Mr. IxxES. 'Was received—information was leceived by me by 
telephone from Xew York. 

]\fr. Lyxch. And do you know how Xew Yoi-k received that infor¬ 
mation ? AVhether legally or illegally? 
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Mr. Innes. Well, no doubt they received it legally as the Grace 
Line docks were I'ioht across the sti'eet from strike headquarters. 

Mr. Lynch. And when you ai rived at tliis ])oiut iu Mexico had the 
ship arrived there? 

Mr. Innes. The ship had not arrived; no, sir. 

Ml-. Lynch. Tell what you did and what the others did before the 
arrival of the sliip and after the arrival of the ship. 

^Ir. Innes. Well, I received the-—if I may be given the privilege 
of going back a little bit. When I received the information about 
the ship leaving, we had heard, oi* at least I had heard, a lot about 
this international solidarity, as they call it, so I thought it would 
be a good idea to try some of it out. So I contacted Bridges in San 
Franci.co and he says: 'T have already beat you to it," he said, 
^T have made arrangements for us to go to ^Mexico," and he says, 
‘AVe will leave Sunday.” So while the matter Avas being discussed 
it a])pears that Bridges changed his mind because his attorney had 
advised him that him being an alien he could not cross the border 
and get back again unless he got over there without somebody find¬ 
ing out about it. So that was all out so far as his going over was 
concerned. Then it was decided on the committee that I have just 
sjDoken about. 

^Ir. Thomas. Did he tell you that ? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. That he was an alien and he coidd not get a 
]iermit to cross the bordei- and come back again. So we left for 
Ensenada, and if I might be allowed I have a report here that I 
made at the time—if I can just read a paragraph from it it will 
bring it back to my mind exactly the way we went. 

^Ir. Casey. Who did you make the report to? 

Mr. Innes. To the strike committee in New York on November 

24: 

Wo left for Ensenada, Mexico, Sunday, November 21st, at 0 a. in. We 

stopped at Ray Harbor, California, and piek(‘(l up the secretary of the Los 
An^?eles Local of the Confederation of Mexican Workers. 

We arrived in Tia Juana at 1 :20 p. m., where we imme<liately met the 
Secretary-General of the Confederation of Mexican Workers of lower Cali¬ 
fornia, who imnn-diately called a speci.al meetiii}; of the C. R. D. M.. which is 
the equivalent of our Central Lalior (\)uncil. We presented our case to them 
and they, 'after discnssion on the matter from every an.ij;ie, elected a committee 
of live, including the secretary to accompany ns to Ensenada. We arrived at 
Ensenada at 0:30 p. m., where we immediately went into session with the 
heads of the various unions. 

As I say, we arrived in Ensenada around half ])ast six at night, 
and the police met us there and accompanied us to head(|uarters of 
the C. K. O. M., which was one labor section, and the C. T. M., which 
was another labor faction. 

i\Ir. Lynch. Had the felloAvs in Tia Juana arranged for the ])olice 
to meet you and escort you to the various places? 

Mr. Innes. I would assume that had been arranged in Tia Juana, 
because the policy as you enter those Mexican towns, there seems to 
be one of these immigration ])laces where you would have to stop 
and identify yourself to the jiolice to get in there. This was during 
some of the unrest they had down there. But when we stopped there 
the |K)lice were waiting for us, and they took us right to the heads 
of these labor unions and we talked Avell into the night Avith them— 
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ruik<‘d tlie siuiatioii over, and they called a ineetino- of tlie loni»‘- 
.'lioKMiuMi of the luirhor the next inoi’nin^' for around 5 ()‘(‘lock. 

AVhile the ineetinn; was u'oinir on the ship arrived and tlu' lon^-- 
shorenien \'ot(Ml that they would not handle the shi]:) in any wav, 
>l,ai H\ or form, so there was one outfit, one fellow down there who 
had two or three niotoi'hoats who used to ;^'o otit to the Ju] )anese 
shi))s that ]>ut in there an<l hrin^’ peo])le ashoi’e. You could not 
dock in the tovn on account of the shore line. You had to anchor 
out and they went to him and told him not to ^'o out and hrin^ 
anyhody oil' of the shi]). So he went into a lonir harraniime with 
them and h? finally decided he was o'oin.ii' anyway, and they sunk 
his motoi'hoats where they wei’e at. He didnk u'et away from the 
docks. 

Mr. Lyxch. How many did they sink? 

Hr. IxxES. Two to my knowledge. I doiTt know how many more 
they ^ot outside of that, but I know two of them were sunk and all 
we could see then was the one goyernment launch. It was a minia¬ 
ture tuaboat. So with that happening Mr. Ford, the vice president 
of the Grace Line on the Pacific coast arrived in town and up until 
his ai’rival we aot alona: fine with everybody, but when he arrived 
thinas took another chano'e. 

They tuiaied the aarrison out—I should jud^-e about foiii' squads 
of soldiers, and they lined up in front of this dock where this tuaboat 
was. It seemed funny aftei- it was over, but it was no laua:hinj2: 
matter when it was ;zoing on. 

So Ave had the ^lexican lono\shoremen on one side of us and the 
troops in front of us and we were in the bio- Packard in between 
them. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you have the police on your side ? 

]\Ir. IxNES. MY had them up until the soldiers turned out. and 
the police called it quits and went back to the police station. 

Mr. Lynch. Sc) Mr. Ford, the president of the Grace Lines, by 
some means ari'ang-ed that the a^^rrison of soldiei’s ao there and 
protect the docks ? 

Ml*. Innes. That was the way it was. There was only one dock—a 
little jetty. The ship was anchored in the harbor. 

]Mr. Casey. Did you evei* learn how you accom])lished what you 
did there? 

.Ml*. Innes. T can aive my ojiiniou. Of course opinions don't 
count. I know we ])ass(‘d out ‘around in a’^ld. I don’t know 

how much he ])assed out. but 1 assume he passed it out. AVe jirob- 
ably aot to the wron^a people. 

Mr. Lynch. Or maybe he had more, 

Mr. Innes. Of course that is just my opinion. 

Mr. Lynch. In any ev'.mt the soldiers were the stronaer of the two 
[lowers and they took charae from then on? 

Mr. Innes. They did. And that is what made me decdde I Avanted 
to act out of thei'e. MY were sitiiua in our car—that is the car that 
I liad. and this felloAv in civilian clothes came over and sjxike aood 
Ena:lish and identified himself as the immiaration officer and stated 
he Avanted our visitor's |)ei*mits. So Ave told him Ave didn’t have any 
permits. He said: "AVell, then. I am A'erv sorry, I Avill liaA'e to ask 
you to ]ea\*e immediately for the border." 
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So with that these secretaries of these different labor unions told 
him ^'notliin^- doin;[!:/' they said we had not finished what we wei-e 
doAvn thei’e for, We didn't enter that ai'^nment at all. As far as 
I was concerned I was ready to leave riglit then. 

So he took ns over to the immigration office, and I then demanded 
to see the American Consul. I didn’t like the looks of things, and 
I was ready to holler for lielp. We sent to the consnrs office where 
I protested at the attemjffed landing of the United States mails 
from this boat. When we left thei’e in front of the consulate, the 
ISIexican longshoremen had lined np, and it seemed they had sent 
out via the grapevine ront(\ I imagine, a call and the jjeasants fi’om 
the snrronnding country had started to arrive in town and they 
naturally took the part of the longshoremen. The longshoremen told 
ns we were not to leave town at all: they would take care of ns. 
So we went with them to the telegra]>h office whei’e we disj)atched 
wires to President Cardenas, Vincente Toledano. and another one— 
Treviano I believe Avas another one. He Avas the secretary of the 
Regional ^lexican Confederation. Sent another one to the seci‘etarv 
of labor’s outfit in Tia Juana. That Avas the Governor (jenei'al or 
AvhateA^er yon call it of the State Ave Avere in, and I dispatched a 
wire to NeAv York to Curran, stating Ave had ai’riA^ed thei*e and so far 
Ave had the shi]) stopped. 

So Avhen the Avires AA^ere sent I wanted to get out. We didn't lun^e 
any choice in the matter. They brought a truckload of soldiers up 
and told us to leave toAvn: they aa ere going to escort ns to the border. 
We had 100 or more miles of mountain territory to go through. 
The Mexican longshoremen designated a cai*load of ^Mexicans to go 
Avith us—that is, the peons—so tliey got off their donkeys that they 
AAAU'e on and put their rifies in the back Avith them, and Ave were 
in betAveen tlie tAVo of them. 

As soon as Ave got by the outlying })olice station I ])\dled the 
Packard to one side and left them both in the dnst. I didn't wait 
fo]‘ them. So Felix, the secretary of the Tia Jnana Labor Council 
that accompanied ns in our car. Avhen Ave got to Tia Juana, told us 
Ave could stop there and have another meeting. Xo; I Avas ready 
to go for the boi'dei’. It Avas only a coui)le of minutes aAvay. So 
he turned out an escort in Tia Jnana to take care of ns AAdiile Ave 
Avere there. 

Jordan got on the telephone, and he called—I don't knoAA’ Avhere 
he called, but he came back and he said it Avould be a good idea to 
get out an edition of the local paper there. 

iMr. Lynch. That Avas in Tia Jnana ? 

^Ir, VooiuHS. Who is Jordan? 

Mr. Innes. Jordan is iioav a vice president of the American Com¬ 
munications Association and at that time secretary of the strike com¬ 
mittee in San Pedro. 

IMr. VooRHis. Lie aa^is Avith you all this time? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. He Avas part of the committee. 

Mr. Mattheavs. His first name is Chester? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Lynch. Do yon knoAA' aa hether he is a Communist or not ? 

Mr. Innes. If he Avasn't he joined the party Avhen Pyle laid the 
laAv doAvn to him in Pedro: I knoAV that. 

Mr. Launch. What is his present position? 
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IxxEs. \'ic*e j)re.si(leiu of th(‘ Aiiiericnii Coniinunirations Asso- 
vintion. At this time I believe he is in New Yoi’k. 

Mr. Lynch. What was done after Jordan telejdioned? 

Mr. IxNEs. So Jordan and 1 went with Felix to tlte local print 
-hop. and they had a little newspaper that they pul out—four pages, 
ahmii the size of the Congivssiona 1 Keeord. or 1 mean in dimension— 
and for $18 bought up the wliole edition—that was the three ])apers. 
AVe wrote our own stoiw through our interpreter and W(‘ told the 
worker.^ in Ensenada what the story wa>, and the paj^ers were de¬ 
livered down thei*e to them. 

So we left then for San lYdi-o, and we got to the border, and the 
immigration oflicei*s informed ns that Pi'esident Cai‘denas had wired 
we were to stay in Mexico. 

Donnelley was all for turning around and going back, and Joidan 
and 1 said. ‘"Xo." I said: "One look of the soldiers is enough, and 
wt* might go to jail for starting a revolution.'* 

Air. A^ookiiis. What was Jordan’s position at that time? 

Air. IxNES. flis official ])osition in tlie union—he was the secretary 
of the local of A. R. T. A., the Aitierican Radio and Telegi'aphists* 
Association in San Pedro, and his position in the strike was that as 
^ecretal•y of the strike committee—the joint strike committee in San 
Pedro, of which I was a member. 

Air. AMorhis. Yon said you knew he joined the Communist Party? 

Air. IxxEs. I said if he wasn't then a member of the party I know 
that he joined the party when Pyle came down. 

Air. A^ookiiis. How did you know that? 

Air. IxNEs. It was on a Sunday morning, and Pyle came down and 
Jordan was not following his instructions out. and he told Jordan 
to obey the orders from the higher-ups oi* get out. 

All’. A'oorhis. You heard him sa}^ that ? 

Air. Inxes. I was there present when it happened. 

Air. Lynch. AAJien yon returned to San Francisco - 

Air. Innes. San Pedro- 

Air. Lynch. AAdio did you confer with there as to what happened 
in Alexico ? 

Air. Innes. I don’t quite understand you. 

Air. Lynch. Did you talk to Bridges? 

Air. Innes. AAY got on the telephone and told him Avhat happened 
there, -o the next day Jordan received a wire from Toledano—Tole- 
<lano was the secretary general of the C. T. AI.—just a moment, I 
will give it to you—Confederation of Alexican AAMrkers. I have the 
whole list of them. 

Air. AIatthews. His first name is Lombardo, is it ? 

Air. Innes. A^incente Lombardo Toledano. 

The wire that Jordan received was from Toledano. It states: 

'iVlcLO-ains Carillo and my.-elf received. Have wired in.strnetioiis that Aiiieri- 
<-an ships iiouiid your ports he pr(*vented to diseharg:e passengers, cargo, Mexican 
west coast. (^)nfed(‘ration Mexican Wiirkers has <leelared boycott against such 
boat.-. Please inform ns ot specific instances of nnfair American ships so onr 
<ooiw*ration can l)e more effective. 

Fraternally. 

VixcKNTE Lombardo Tolkdaxo. 

Air. Lynch. Air. Innes. the various meetings that you had with 
these committees and the .seamen out on the West coast, would you 
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get instructions or would instructions or policy be informed prior 
to the actual meeting of the men? 

Mi*. Tnnes. We would—that is the general policy, anyway. 

]Mi*. Lyxch. And was that followed out there on the West coast? 

Mr. IxxES. It was followed to a great extent. It was followed in 
every instance as far as the strike committee or policy making was 
concerned. 

Mr. VooRiiis. Could I ask a cou])le of questions iust to help me 
follow this? 

Mr. Innes, at this time and during the period that you are testify¬ 
ing about, what was your own position—what were you at that time? 

^Ir. Innes, Well, I had many titles, as far as that went. I was the 
representative of the Joint Marine Strike Council of the Atlantic 
and Gulf for the past—— 

Mr. VooRiiis. You were a representative of what? 

Mr. Innes. I was representative of the Joint Marine Strike Coun¬ 
cil of the Atlantic and Gulf for the Pacific coast. 

Mr. VooRHis. In other words, you were the ambassador at large? 

Mr, Innes. I was the ambassador at large on the Pacific coast; 
that is correct. 

I was also ai member of the—I was chairman of the East Coast 
Seamen on the Pacific coast—that is, chairman of their own strike 
committee. I was a member of the joint port strike committee in San 
Pedro. I was delegate on the joint coast policy committee of the 
Pacific coast, where the j)olicy for the strike was fornnilated. 

Mr. VooRHis. Just a moment. What were your relations with 
Harry Lundeberg? 

Mr. Innes. Lundeberg, as far as I was concerned, was just another 
delegate on a committee. 

INIr. VooRiiis. On the same committee that you were on? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct; on the policy committee. I represented 
his outfit, and I represented mine on the policy committee. 

Mr. VooRHis. But you were rejjresenting a different organization? 

^Ir. Innes. My ciedentials, of course, were also addressed to his 
organization. If there was a dispute of any sort between the organ¬ 
ization I represented and his, why, I would naturally go to him with 
it, the same as I would to Bridges or to Pyle or to anyone else, if a 
]^articular argument arose between onr organizations. 

Mr. VooRHis. Was Lundebeig cooperating with Bridges at that 
time ? 

]\Ir. Innes. Abosolntely not. 

Mr, VooRHis. That is what I am trying to get at. You were repre¬ 
senting the Seamen’s Union, is that right? Of the Atlantic coast? 

Mr. Innes. That is right. 

Mr. VooRHis. Wiiat was the relation between the Seamen’s Union 
and the Atlantic Coast Seamen’.s Union? 

Mr. Innes. And myself? 

Mr. VooRHis. Yes. 

Mr. Innes. Well, relations were ([uite strained, but at the same time 
we didn’t break into open warfare, if that is what you are trying to 
ai’rive at. 

Mr. VoouHis. Wliat was your political affiliation at that time? 

Mr. Innes. I was a registered Democrat and still am. 
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Mr. ^^()(mIIls. Xover woro anyt liin^ else ^ 

Mr. IxNKs. Xo. sii*. 

^Ir. VooiMiis. Thou how did thov lot you into all those uieotiugs? 

^I]'. IxxKS. I hav(‘ hoou oxpootiu^ that (jiiostiou. T often woudered 
luysolf just liow this eauio about, but as I smaitoned up—of course, 
when I hrst irot into the labor inovonieiit I was just like a fish out 
(>f water; I didn't know what it was all about and entered into it with 
both foot—but as time wont alono- and I attended these various ineet- 
inos and watched the fiohtin^ on both sides between the different 
factions. 1 learned quickly, and I came to the conclusion, as facts later 
bore out. that I would possibly make ^ood party material in the e^TS 
of some of them, and I was a very o-()()d friend of Curran. 

]Mr. Casey. You came to that conclusion yourself? 

Mr. IxxES. Xo. I came to the conclusion that that was their view- 
l)oint. that I possibly would make irood party material, and of course 
all the party fioures on the Atlantic coast were well known on the 
Pacific coast and there were factional fiohts in all the unions out there 
at the time. altlioui»h the i)arty had dominant control in the radio 
operators and the lono'shoremen. the Masters, Mates, and Pilots Asso¬ 
ciation. the Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association, the Cooks and 
Stewards, the ^Marine Firemen. Oilers, and AYatertenders’ Union, 
and a very strong minority in the Sailors’ Union, and they couldn't 
send any well-known party figures out there. 

At the same time, if they did not send somebody out that didn’t 
know what it was all about he probably would not learn too much, 
and if he did he would forget about it. but it so happened after a 
couple of weeks with Curran I began to get suspicious of his attitude 
and everybody else around me. so instead of following his instructions 
of destroying tilings. I kept them, and this is the result. [Indicating 
several files of documents.] 

]Mr. VooKiiis. Destroy things? What do you mean? 

Mr. IxNES. I was told to destroy our communications between us, 
but I didn’t do that. I kept them, and I have a complete record of 
the period out there. 

Mr. Voomiis. You said you knew Curran very well at that time. 
AVas Curran a Communist, in ^mur opinion? 

Mr. IxxES. At that time? 

Mr. Voomiis. Yes. 

Mr. Ix XEs. X"o. At that lime Curran was looking for a “pie card,” 
as we would call it. He didn't belong to anything. He belonged to 
whoever could siqiply him with the whei*ewithal to live. 

?^lr. Voomiis. He wasn't a Communist? 

Mr. IxNEs. At that jiai'ticular time he wasn't: no. sii'; at the date 
we are talking about here in August- 

Mr. Voomiis. August of 193G? 

Mr. IxxEs. August of 1030: yes. 

]Mr. Lyxch. I have a letter on that point. I just wanted to get how 
he entered- 

Mr. IxxES. When 1 say he wasn't—I mean at this particular time 
Mr, Lynch was alluding to. 

!Mi\ Lyxcii. Will you refer to the letter of August 23, 1036, written 
in jien and ink to you from rlosejih Curran, and read it into the record, 
please. Bead it slo^yly so we can gf t it. 
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Mr. IxNES. It is from tlie Seaineirs Defense Committee, 1G4 Elev- 
eiitli Avenue, Xew York City. LKeading:] 


X’ew York (’ity, AiKjuHt lihWj. 


Dear Pote: I have written yon one letter today and I forg(d a tew things, so I 
am writing them now. 

After carefully studying the situation here today I find that we have nothing 
hut a lot of factional fights. Everybody is fighting for leadership and no one is 
helping the real fight, the ^1. F. O. W. Fight is terrible. The elected officials, 
Byne and Phillips have not guts and are being lead along by the Parties out for 
their own ends. Whalen is a sort of chief and does a lot of talking. Mulderig 
also does a lot of talking and no (me does any (mnstrnctive work. They had a 
meeting tonight at the .^l. F. O. W. hall on Tenth Avenue and I had to tell them 
about the size of the job they had und( rlaken and how the entire marine 
industry’s eyes were on them and that they bcdter get to work. 

Today they couldn’t get enough firemen together to keep Carlson from getting 
all the records out of the otiice on West street, so you see there is too much talk 
and no action. If we lose this fight we might as well fold up. 

I intend to take up the (piestion of disbanding the Defen.se Committee altogether 
as they are getting further and further away fi-om the Union. 

Tht‘ trip I made to the Gulf was great. They down there are ivally fighting 
and then I have to come home to a faction fight hei*e all the time. It is disgust¬ 
ing. T \A’aiit you to take up the (piestion of me coming out to the coast and 
staying there as I frankly do not belicwe there is anything here, as I Ixdieve the 
C(»mmunist Party have brokim all our chances up. 8(^e if you can get the 
b'’ederatioii and the S. T^. P. to bring na* out on the basis of the Fink Book 
Campaign and write all ycmr letters and wires to -IfiO West 2ord Street, Xew York. 
And ti'eat this letter as confidential. 

Fraternall.v yours. 


Joe Curran. 


^Ii*. Lyxch. limes, wliile you were on tlie west coast did Mr. 
Katliborue arrange a speakino' euoaoement for you at the University 
of California ? 

]Mr. Ixxi:s. That is correct. 

]Mr. Lynch. When was that and Avliat was it I 

IxxES. Tliat w as in September, I believe, of 193(). It w'as rela¬ 
tive to ^yh^\t we then called the fink-book campaign. It w'as at that 
lime that Senator Copeland had the continuous dischai’^e book bill in 
Congress, and I w'as to go to the I^niversity of California in Oakland 
to address a meeting- of tlie student body on this particular (piestion. 
.Vnd also, as w’e wTi'e having* a stiike coming* uj). I w^as to speak to 
them iTifardino' the prevalence of students that w'ent out and scabbed 
in ordei* to see the w'orld wdien a strike wais on. 

So 1 attended that meeting’, and I addressed around 250 or possibly 
300 students at tlie university. 

]Mr. Lynch. Did liathliorne ever tell you how^ he was able to arranou 
that speaking’ (*no’ag(‘ment for von? 

Mr. I NNEs. I doiTt know' how' lie arranged it, but I know' the en¬ 
gagement w as held—or the I’ally, or whatever you would want to call 
it—the meeting* w'as held undei* the ausjiices of the American Student 
luiion. 

Mr. Lyncui. And Rathb()rn(^ the man that you have identified a 
few' moments ago, is the one w'ho made all the arrangements for 
that ? 

Mr. IxNES. That is coi‘i*ect. 

^Ir. Vooiuns. What did tlie university have to do wnth it? 

Mr. Inxes. It was the student body of the university, and the 
meeting w'as held on the univei‘sity grounds. 
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Mr. VooRiiis. Was it the stiideiit body or the American Students’ 
Union? 

Mr. Inxes. I was held under—well, now, maybe I did not make my¬ 
self clear, but the persons I addressed were members of the student 
body. The meeting was held under the auspices of tlie American 
Student Union—not under tlie auspices of the univei'sity. 

]\rr. Vooiuiis. Nor under the auspices of the student body? 

]\[r. IxxES. I don’t know tlie ditrerence. 

^Ir. Vcouiiis. Of course, they would be students; but what I mean 
is, did the official organization of the student body of the university 
have you sjieak or did the- 

ilr. IxxES. ^Mervyn Kathboriie had me speak. I know the flyers 
V ere put out by the xVmerican Student Union. 

The Ciiatk^iax. The American Student Union did not represent 
the whole student body? They represented the members of that 
particular oroanization ? 

Mr. IxxES. I would assume that. 

Mr. V ooKHis. You say there were about 250 students present? 

]\[r. IxxES. Two hundred and fifty to thi-ee hundred. 

The Citairimax. The university has considerably more than that? 

]Mr. IxxES. I don't know what the number. 

^Ir. Lyxcii. i\Ir. Innes, do you know of any activities of the Com¬ 
munist Party in September 1936 to get control of the firemen’s news¬ 
paper? That is, a newspaper published by the firemen’s organization ? 

Mr. IxxES. On the Atlantic coast? 

Mr. Lyxcii. xVtlantic or Pacific. 

^Ir. IxxES. Well, the firemen on the Pacific had a newspaper. 
They called it the Black Gang Xews. That was put out by—that 
is, the editor wrote it. and it was run off on what we used to call the 
Moscow Mill—mimeograph machine—press the button and tliey roll 
out by the hundreds. That was ]3ut out by Thomas Selly, who is a 
member of the Communist Party. 

The east coast firemen having gained control of their union—that 
is, through the elections—decided to ])ublish a journal of their own, 
and it was called the M. F. O. W. Journal. I believe. And at a meet¬ 
ing—the first meeting, first official meeting, of the membership at 
headquarters in Xew York of the Firemen’s Union—two members of 
the Communist Party introduced a motion to elect an editorial board 
to run the newsiiajier, and I believe somewhere here I have the min¬ 
utes of that particular meeting. 

Mr. Lyxcii. Irrespective of the minutes, do you know who they 
attempted to get on the boai'd ? 

Mr. I xxEs. Well, the motion was introduced and seconded by 
members of the Communist Party, and I would say, naturally, from 
that, the parly's move was to })ut three members of the party on 
the editorial board to run the news]iaper. 

xMr. Lyxcii. Control its policies also? 

Mr. IxxE^. ddiat is correct. 

Mi\ Lyxcii. Do you recall the seamen’s march on Washington at or 
about this time ? 

Mr. Ix XES. In September ? 

Mr. Lyxcii. Sei)teml)er or October? 

Mr. 1 XXES. Weil, the seamen's march on Washington, although it 
wasn't held then — it was held in January 1937. That vras on the same 
04031— 40—vol. 13 - 25 
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contiiiiious-discluir^e-book campaign. The march was held by east 
coast men and lead by Joe Curran, who o-ot all the publicity for start¬ 
ing it, but the march never originated on the east coast. 

Mr. Lynch. Where did it originate? 

IMr. Innes. Originated in Hai-ry Bridges’ office in San Francisco. 

Mr. Lynch. AVlien? 

:^^r. Innes. September 1936. 

i\Ir. Lynch. The march actually took place in January 1937? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. Who agreed to pay for the expenses of the men and the 
marchers, and so forth ? 

]\fr. Innes. On this coast the busses were paid for by Tommy Ray 
and A1 Lannon. 

Mr. Lynch. And were never paid for out of the union ikself ? 

]\Ir. Innes. No, sir. 

]\lr. Thomas. I would like to ask a (iiiestion. How did yon know the 
plans for this march on Washington originated in Harry Bridges^ 
office ? 

Mr. Innes. Because I was there and transmitted the orders to New 
York from San Francisco, and I believe I have wires or letters here 
where I gave the orders to Curran to start formulating the march. 

i\fr. Thomas, "Who else were present at that time? 

Mr. Innes. Rathborne, Pyle, and Bridges. 

Mr. Lynch. I could probably find that, ]\Ir. Thomas, and get the 
actual minutes on it. 

Mr. Thoimas. Who paid for the busses? 

Mr. In NES. Tommy Ray and A1 Lannon. 

Ml*. Thomas. How much was spent ? 

jMr. Innes. At the time I saw Lannon was when the march was 
really contemplated—in December of 1936, when I came back to the 
coast, and then I saw him again when I finally arrived back for good 
in February 1937. He told me then that it probably cost around $500, 
and that he was making arrangements then with the Daily Worker to 
get the money to put it across. 

Mr. Thomas. He got the money from the Daily AVorker? 

Ml*. Innes. I would not say that, but he said he was making ar¬ 
rangements with the Daily AVorker to get the money. 

Air. Thomas. But you did get the $500? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir; he did pay for it. He told me later he paid 
for it. 

Air. Lynch. And A1 Lannon is a known Communist ? 

Air. Innes. An avowed Communist. 

Air. ALatthews. He is a member of the national committee of the 
national party of the United States, according to Air. Browder’s own 
statement. 

Air. Casey. AAY have gotten a long way from the Alexico situation. 
I never did hear what happened to the cargo on board the Grace liner. 
Did they unload it ? 

Air. Innes. No, sir; as I stated, we got back to San Pedro, and we 
got Felix on the wire. This Felix was secretary of the labor council 
in Tia Juana, and he stated that the ship was still tied up; that the 
l)asseiigers were coming ashore in the soldiers’ launch under a soldier 
escort. They put up in a hotel there in town, and, as I recall now, 
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they v'ere there, 1 believe, the better t)art of ;i day as tlie ^fexican 
CliaiiHeiirs' Union would not cliantreur tlieni to tlie border. They were 
tryinir to ^et iliese si^’litseeing busses from Los Angeles to go down 
across the border to get them, and they wouldn't go down there because 
of threats made l)y the C. T. j\I. and the C. 11. O. in Tia Juana, and 
it was the truth. 

They had about 100 miles of mountains to go down there, and I told 
them i didn't like the look of the soldiers behind us, and they said: 
^•One stick of dynamite, no more soldiers,” and the soldiers didn’t go 
down. They went as far as the border at San Diego. 

Mr. Lyxch. Did they threaten to lam tlie busses off the road into 
the ravines? 

Ml*. I NNES. It was along that general line. 

]Mi‘. ]Matitiews. AVhat happened to the passengers? 

Mr. IxNES. They came up under soldier escort to the border and 
were taken on u]) the Pacific coast. 

^[r. Lyxch. How long did you stay on the west coast altogether, 
the first trip? 

^Ir. IxxES. From August 193G to February 1937. 

]\Ir. Lyn'ch. And then you came East in February? 

^Ir. IxxES. You mean- 

Mr. Lyxcii. The first time ? 

Mr. Txxes. T stayed there from August to December 10, I believe 
it is. 

Mr. Lyxch. Xineteen hundred and thirty-six? 

Mr. IxxEs. That is correct. 

]\rr. Lyxch. Then you came East ? 

Mr. IxxEs. That is coiavct. 

]\lr. Lyx'ch. To the Madison Square Garden? 

Mr. Ixx'ES. That is correct. 

]\Ir. Lyxch. From XYw York, where did you go next ? 

Mr. IxxEs. I went first to Boston. 

Mr. Lyxch. Then where ? 

.Ml*. IxxEs. Then to Baltimore. 

Mr. Lyxch. Then where? 

Mr. IxxEs. Then to Washington Airport. 

]\lr. Lyxch. You were heie in Washiitgton how long? 

Mr. Txxes. I was here in Washington about an hour. 

^Ir. Ly'xch. You came fiom JTaltimore? 

Mr. Ixx'ES. That is correct. 

Lyxch. Then left Washington and went back to the coast? 

Mr. Txxes. That is right. 

Mr. T^yxch. What were von doing in Baltimore? 

.Mr. Tx XES. T was attending the strike rally. T accompanied 
Bridges and Curran in Baltimore. 

Mi‘. TiYXCH. What date was that? 

Txxes. Decembei* 17, 193G. 

Mr. T.yxch. And what strike rally was it? 

Mr. Txxes. That was the rally undei* the auspices of the strike conn 
mittee in Thiltimore held in the State Armory there. 

Mr. Lyxch. And was TTridges with you? " 

]Mr. Ixx’ES. Ih'idges accompanied me from Xew York. 

^Ii‘. T^yxch. He wa.'' withyvou in Xew York and also in Boston ? 
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Mr. Innes. That is rigiit. 

Mr. Lynch. And came down to Baltimore? 

i\Ii\ Innes. That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. How long were you in Baltimore ? 

Mr. In NES. We arrived in Baltimore in the afternoon and left 
Baltimore around o o’clock the following morning for Washington. 

Mr. Lynch. Who arranged the meeting in Baltimore? 

Mr. Innes. Patrick Whalen. 

Mr. Lynch. And who is Patrick Whalen? 

Mr. Innes. Patrick Whalen is a member of the firemen’s division of 
the National Maritime Union. He is now an official and an admitted 
and avowed member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lynch. And do you knoAV whether or not at the time the meet¬ 
ing in Baltimore occurred—the rally occurred there—whether or not 
that was paid for by the Communist Party or by some outstanding 
Communist, as it was in Ncav York ? 

Mr. Innes. As I gathered, Whalen arranged for the armory, I be¬ 
lieve rent free, with the exception of paying the cost of cleaning it up. 
I believe he arranged that through the Governor’s secietary or some¬ 
thing of that nature in the State of Maryland; at least that is the 
report he put out. 

ill*. Lynch. Now, who was with you in Baltimore—who composed 
yo^n* party? Bridges, yourself, and who else? 

Mr. Innes. Curi*an. We arrived in Baltimore by train. 

Mi\ Lynch. After arriving in Baltimore by train, what did you do? 

Mr. Innes. AVell, we arrived in Balliniore by train, and Bridges 
said he had to meet—had to make a telephone call. 

Mr. Lynch. Did he make a telephone call? 

Mr. Innes. He did. 

My. Lynch. Did he tell you at that time to whom it vras? 

Mr. Innes, No, sir; except he said he Avas making arrangements— 
making arrangements for an appointment after the meeting. 

IMr. Lynch. Did they have a meeting that night ? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir; we had the rally and a pai*ade that night. 

Mr. Lynch. After the meeting, did you have an appointment Avith 
anyone ? 

Mr. Innes. After the meeting he had an appointment Avith three 
gentlemen in the back of the armory—that is, in the back entrance of 
the armory. He met them on the street. 

Mr. Lynch. Who Avere they? Were you introduced to them? 

Mr. Innes. I Avas. Bridges Avas talking to me Avhen these three gen¬ 
tlemen came OA^er, and Bridges stepped to one side, and he came oA’er 
to me and he said, “I am leaving for M^ashington.'’ And I said, ‘‘So 
am I, and my orders are to stay AAUth you.” 

Mr. Lynch. Had you idanned to come to Washington before this 
time? 

Mr. Innes. I had planned; yes, sir; because I called the airport to 
make reseiwations. He said, “Well, I haA^e an a])p()intment Avith these 
gentlemen.” Incidentally, he said, “This is Mr. Edwin Smith, of the 
National Labor Relations Board, Avho made an ai)pointment Avith me 
and tAvo of his assistants.” 

]\Ir. Lynch. Do you knoAv the names of the assistants? 

Mr. Innes. I don’t knoAv. I Avas only introduced to Mr. Smith. 
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]\[r. Lynch. Do you know whether it wiis Edwin Smith or not? 

Mr. Txnes. I know him, certainly. I have seen his i)ictnres many 
times since. 

Mr. Lynch. And what ha])pened tlien? AVas there a conference 
there ? 

Mr. Innbs. Yes, sir. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Did you confer with Mr. Smitli or anybody else confer 
with him? 

Mr. Innes. We left the armory. I had one car tliat Whalen had 
assigned to Bridges and myself with a bodyguard, so T got in the car 
with this bodyguard. His name as I recall it was ^^Broken-Nose’^ 
Burns. He is over in tlie penitentiary here in Maryland. Aiyyway 
Bridges got in the car with ^h\ Smith and the other two gentlemen, 
and we followed them. That is, we went in line to an office building 
in Baltimore. AVhat the name of the building was. I don’t know. 

Mr. Lynch. Downtown Baltimore? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir; downtown Baltimore. 

iMr. Lynch. 'What happened there ? 

Mr. Innes. 'When this Smith rapped at the door a watchman let us 
in the building, and we went up to one of the upper floors. I don’t 
recall the number of it. And Bridges and Smith and the other two 
fellows that were with him went in the room. The room had no name 
on the door. And I stayed in tlie corridor. They were in there from 
a half to three quarters of an hour when Bridges came out with Smith 
and we stood talking in the lobby of the building and Bridges said: 
‘T think we have ari*anged for the elections on the Atlantic coast for 
you.” 

Mr. Lynch. AVhat elections were going to take place then? 

^Ir. Innes. They were elections that we were trying to get under 
the Labor Relations Board. That is with their machinery elections 
within the framework of the American Federation of Labor consti¬ 
tution in the Sailoi's and Cooks and Stewards’ Union, and it was also 
the ])roblem of conducting Labor Board elections in some way among 
the men on strike, with the steamship companies. The steamship 
companies were hollering they didn’t know who to negotiate with and 
that was what the discussion was at that time, about holding elections 
in the steamship companies and this one within the union itself to 
decide on a bargaining agent. 

Mr. VooKHis. Let me get this straight. After this meeting, did you 
go along with them after they had this meeting in the office building? 

Mr. Innes. MTiat was said—I went in the building with them; yes, 
sir. What was said inside this office, I don’t know; I wasn't there. 
All I know is what was said to me when they came out. 

Mr. VooRHis. Mlio was in the office? 

Mr. Innes, Bridges, tliis Edwin Smith, and two other men whom 
Smith said were his assistants. 

Mr. Yoorhis. Do you remember the date on which this took place? 

Mr^ Innes. d liat took ])lace, I believe, shortly after midnight on 
the l7th. It was around midnight when we got out of the armory, 
so it was the eaily morning of the 18th—probablv 1 or 2 o’clock in 
the morning. 

Mr. \ ooRHi.s. 1 hen what did Bridges tell you after he came out? 

Mr. Innes. Tlie statements that I made I niean were made in front 
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of Smitli. There was no denial. Bridges said: believe we have 

arranged for the elections on the Atlantic coast A and then Mr. Smith 
wanted to know what elections were pending, and I told him elections 
within the unions under the framework of the union constitution, but 
with the machinery of the Labor Board. And I believe I have here 
in my papers somewhere stutf relating to that—and elections between 
the men on strike in the steamship companies. 

Mr. VooRHis. What was this strike about, leaving other things 
aside for the moment? In your judgment was the strike justified? 

Mr. Innes. On the Atlantic coast ? 

]\Ir. VooRHis. Yes; and Pacific? 

Mr. Innes. Very much so. The strike was justified. 

IMr. VooRiiis, In other words there were real grievances^ 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. VooRHis. And conditions needed to be improved ? 

]Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. VooRiiis. Was the same thing true on the Pacific coast ? 

Ml-. Innes. The Pacific coast strike was what we would call a Fed¬ 
eration sti’ike. The longshoremen had gotten everything that they 
wanted. That is the employers agreed to everything but the cooks 
and stewards and sailors and firemen and otliers had grievances and 
the longshoremen went on strike with them. 

Mr. VooRHis. You think the grievances were real grievances? 

Mr. Innes. Oh. yes: absolutely. The one on the Atlantic coast 
was a grievance to the extent that the year previous, in January, when 
the contract that the ojierators wanted to give the union officials that 
we had at the time—that was given to them and they agreed to sign 
it—and the steamship officials demanded that an election or vote be 
taken on the contract and the contract was turned down eight to one, 
yet the officials signed it anyway and that was what we were striking 
for—more to clean house within the union than anything else. 

Mr. VooRiiis. Do you believe there is any way to correct those prob¬ 
lems that the seamen and other mai-itime workers have except by 
legitimate union organization? 

^Ir. Innes. Xo, sir; there isn’t—that is legitimate unions. 

]Mr. VooRiiis. That is what I say. 

Mr. Lynch. How long did this meeting last in the lobby of this 
office building in Baltimore ? 

INIr. Innes. I should judge we probably stayed there talking for 
10 or 15 minutes—that is when I wa.s ])resent. 

IVIr. Lynch. And this election which you spoke about a moment 
ago, it was an election within the union—it was not to determine 
whether they Avould be affiliated- 

Mr. Innes. That it wasn’t affiliated—the firemen r)f course already 
held an election. There were three unions you might say witliin a 
union in the International Seamen’s Union—the firemen and cooks and 
sailors. The firemen’s union conducted their election and won it. 
The sailors and cooks and stewards were demanding elections within 
their union, so the Fedei'ation of Labor agreed to hold it. 

Mr. Lynch. You mean the American Federation of Labor? 

Mr. Innes. The American Federation of Labor executive l)oard. 
Their executive council had taken—you might say the executive coun¬ 
cil had taken control of the whole works, and they agreed to hold an 
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<?loction while the strike committee in New York would not agree, to 
tliat unless the machinery for the election was impaidially handled 
and that was what this particular subject was that Bridges refei'red to 
at that time, idiis the one that Ave were trying to get with the steam¬ 
ship o])erators, 

Mr. L Yxcir. Any question of Avhether or not the unions were to be 
controlleel or be afiiliated with the C. I. O. or A. F. of L. ? 

^Ir. IxxES. Not at that time; no, sir. 

Mr. Thomas. I would like to ask a ([iiestion. From Avhat you saw 
that night did it appear to you that ^fr. Smith and Harry Bridges 
were on intimate and friendiy terms? 

^Ir. I^xrs. Very intimate because they walked up and shook hands 
witli one another and went otf in the car. Bridges tried to duck 
me, and I Avouldn’t be ducked. 

yiv. Voomiis. He tried to duck you ? 

Mr. IxxEs. Well, he told me: 'T can get to Washington all right, 
I knoAA’ these felloAA^s,*' and introduced me to them then. 

Mr. AYoiniis. But you AA’ent alone ? 

]\Ir. IxxES. I said, '"You are not going to Washington AAuthout me,*’ 
and that AA’as that and so he didn’t raise any more uproar and then 
Ave folloAved his car doAvn and Avent in the building AAuth liim. 

iSIr. Tiio:mas. Did they call each other by their lirst names, like 
••Harry" and ‘‘Ed*’? 

]Mr. IxxES. Well, that I can’t tell you. 

]\Ir. Thomas. But they did seem to be on intimate terms? 

^h\ IxxES. Yes; they had met before I Avould assume from the 
Avay they met because there aa'us no one there to introduce them to 
one another. Just AA’alked up and shook hands and proceeded to 
talk. 

:Mr. V ooRHis. You don't haA^e any idea aaIio the other tAVO men 
AA’ere that Avere there? 

i\Ir. IxxEs. No, sir; I don't knoA\'. I knoAA^ one of them aams a little 
short felloAV. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Well, the fact that Mr. Smith kneAA’ Mr. Bridges 
is not important. He Avould naturally knoAv all the labor leaders, and 
IMr. Bridges Avas in charge of one of the largest unions in the coun¬ 
try, so I Avould not think that particular fact AA^mld liaAT anything 
to do Avith ^Ir. Smith in his capacity as a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board. He AAT)uld naturally knoAA’ all the labor 
leaders. 

:\rr. I xxES. Not if Bridges had not been to the iVtIantic coast since 
the Board AA^as formed. 

Mr. Tho.aias. It is a little odd that the head of the National Labor 
Relations Board should go out and meet one of these labor leaders 
at 1 o’clock in the morning in the back of some hall out in Baltimore. 

The Chairaiax. That is a dilferent question. 

Mr. Casey. The meeting AAasn't over until 1 o’clock in the morning. 

^Ir. Txxes. The meeting ended around midnight and it Avas after 
midnight Avhen Ave Avere in this office building because Biadges and 
I left immediately after the meeting and arrived in the airport here 
ai’ound G o’clock in the moi’iiing—in Washington. 

La^xch. Did you drive OA^er to Mhishington? 

^Ir. IxxES. Drove oA^er from Baltimore, that is right. 
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Mr. Lynch. After staying in Washington for a few hours you 
took a plane for California? 

Mr. Innes. No, sir; I put Bridges on the plane, and I went back 
to New York for my final instructions and went from there to San 
Francisco. I did not go by plane because there was only one seat 
and I gave that to Bridges. 

INIr. Lynch. Now, have you knowledge or information as to the 
direction of the activities of both the east coast and west coast by 
Bridges from California? 

INlr. Innes. I don’t quite get what you mean. 

]\Ir. Lynch. In other words, whether or not Bridges would give 
directions to Curran as to what to do and what statements to make 
and then Curran would actually make those statements? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir; for instance I know that during the strike 
I wired Curran that I wanted him to send certain wires to me and 
the wires would come right back. 

This march on Washington was one of the instances where Bridges 
issued instructions and Curran followed them out. That was in 
September—September 25, 1936. 

Mr. Lynch. I will also ask you whether on September 23, 1936, 
Mr. Eathborne made a speech to the seamen in California. 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir; it was part of my job at that time to hold 
meetings of the crews of east-coast ships in San Francisco to dissemi¬ 
nate information and other things to them, and the first one I held 
was on the date that you speak of and Mr. Eathborne addressed that 
meeting as the secretary of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific, 
I believe it was. 

Mr. Lynch. You have definite knowledge of that fact, ]\Ir. Innes? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir; because I called the meeting to order, and I 
have the minutes of the meeting. They show him present and mak¬ 
ing the speech. 

Mr. Lynch. Now, wdiat about the Lawrence Simpson case? Law¬ 
rence Simpson was taken into custody in Germany, was he not? 

Mr. Innes. I was shipmates with Lawrence Simpson on the Man- 
hatfan in 1935, I believe it was, and Simpson had a great habit of 
taking communistic stickers and Daily Workers ashore in Ham¬ 
burg—smuggled them ashore in radio sets and in different articles of 
food. So while I was on the Pacific coast, I believe it was, or prob¬ 
ably just prior to that, Simpson had been arrested for this same 
activity on board the Manhattan^ and there was a great hullabaloo 
about it. 

Mr. Lynch. Do you know whether or not Simpson was a Com¬ 
munist ? 

]\Ir. Innes. He was a member of the Communist Party; yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. What occurred in regard to Curran and the union? 

Mr. Innes. In an effort to get Simpson released over there in Ger¬ 
many, Curran through the defense committee called or attempted to 
call a 1-day strike in New York, but at the same time he stated that 
he had to be pretty cagey about it. 

The Chairman. Are those all original copies of letters that you 
wrote and kept? 

Mr. Innes. Original and copies. Well, Mr. Chairman, I have prac¬ 
tically all of the originals of my own letters. It may seem funny to 
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the coiiiniitteo ho^y I happened to them, but when I came back 
from the coa^^t I ^ot orders from Joe—he told Walter Coney and 
myself to i>o up to the apartment, up to where he was living and 
destroy the papers that were up there. 

They wei-e all personal correspondence and the spring strike rec¬ 
ords and a lot of the financial records from the fall strike, so I asked 
him, I said, 'TIow did all this stuff get up there, Joe,'’ and he said, 
^'Yoii know how it is whenever 1 want to get things out of here, why 
I just get a rumor that the F. B. T. is going to make a raid and I 
just purge the files and send them to my house.” 

So when I went up there and I went through it and found all my 
correspondence, so 1 purged the originals and put them with my 
carbon copies, and so I have them both. 

Mr. Lyxcit. Do you have the memorandum with regard to the 
Simpson case? 

Mr. lx XES. Here it is. SeDtember 28. 

]Mr. Lyxcit. This is a letter from Joe Curran to you on the sta¬ 
tionery of the Seamen’s Defense Committee, September 28,1936. Will 
you read that paragraph relating to the Simpson case? 

Mr. IxxES (reading) : 

Xew Y^ork City, September 2S, 103G. Today, as you know, was the day that 
Lawrence Simpson was to be tried. We tried to get the ships to stage a sit- 
down and had a small degree of success. 

A committee of two seamen, Joe Cain and Jimmie Gavin, along with some 
trade union delegates went to Washington and saw the Secretary of State 
while we had picket lines on the consulate of the German government, so all 
in all we did the best we could and I think we did pretty well and now we 
must be very careful how we are identified with the case from now on as we 
know it smells of communism and the only things we are interested in is that 
he was an American seaman. 

aild that is all. There is a last paragraph on the same matter. 

Enclosed yon will find a clipping on the Simpson case and you will notice 
why I say we must be careful how far we are involved in this mess. 

Mi‘. Lyxch. Tliat was a ne\Yspaper clipping? 

:\Ir. Ix XES. Yes; newspaper clipping. 

ilr. Lyxcti. Did it play up his communistic activities? 

Mr. IxxEs. It played up his communistic activities along the line 
that the seamen were getting into deej) water by being involved in 
this thing, and it is signed by Joe Curran, and there is a postscript 
in his original handwriting. 

Mr. Lyxch. lYas that about the time, ]\Ir. Innes, Avhen you re¬ 
ceived word from Curran that letters would have a code mark on 
them ? 

]Mr. IxxE.s. Xo. sir; that arrangement was made after Curran went 
in—right after Curran came out to the coast. 

]\Ir. Lyxch. Did you receive also on the same day another letter 
fi'om Cuiran with regard to strike activities and so forth—what 
they woidd do with crews that were found- 

]\Ir. IxxES. At that time there was a sit-down strike on the Presi¬ 
dent Roosevelt, the steamship American Trader and the Pennsyl- 
Tania, called by the defense committee foi* recognition of the rank 
and file officials of the Firemen s Lnion in an attempt to coerce 
Federal Judge Hulbert, of the Xew York bench, Xew York district, 
into rendering a decision in their favor, and when the strike came 
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on the Judge went down to the water front to the defense committee 
office, and he said : 

Well, now, it seems funny we don't know whether the American Federation 
of Lal)or oflicials, the ones they designate are the officials or yon. Let us see 
who can more the ships. 

So the defense committee released the President Rooserelt^ and 
kept the American Trader and Pennsylvania tied up to the docks. 
So Curran wrote a letter that date, September 28, 103G. He states 
in part to me: 

If the ships should get out with scab crews in the event the striking crews 
are forced off, we will let yon know what happens immediately so you can 
see that the proper reception is prepared for the crews. 

' Mi \ Lynch. What does he mean, proper reception for the crews? 

Mr. Innes. So the Pennsylvania, if she arrived on the Pacific coast 
with a scab crew aboard. T was to arrange to have a strong-arm 
squad there and take care of them and see they didn’t get back when 
they came ashore. 

]VIr. Lynch. Didn’t get back to the ship? 

Mi \ Innes. That is right. 

Mr. Lynch. What would happen when they got ashore? 

Mr. Innes, Break a few lieads and send them to the hospital. 

]\Ir. Lynch. And physically prevent them from going on the ship? 

Ml*. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. Do you have a letter from Tommy Ray- 

Mr. Innes. Here is the code you were asking about. 

ilr. Lynch. This is the code established lietween you and Curran 
on September 29, 193G; is that cori‘ect? 

Mr. Innes. The strike was originally .scheduled to be called Sep¬ 
tember 30, so in Ol der there would be no slip-up on the exact calling 
of the strike or no false word get out. In a conference with Bridges 
and Rathborne, and I state here: 

Ill the event of tronlile ami if there is a strike or lock-out you will receive 
the following wire: “John is dead.” If the continuance is granted: “John is 
better.” 

Bridges also suggests that we arrange a code word to use in all 
correspondence that takes place between us in the event of trouble. 

He wrote me: 

I suggest that in the event of trouble you receive your mail at an altogether 
different addrt\ss and even under a different name and that the following code 
word be used as part of the first sentence in each and every letter that takes 
place between us: “Unity.” If you can think of something different let me 
know immediately. 

Then he goes on to say— 

Enclosed is report to Phillips and signed by myself. 

ilr. Lynch. Was that plan followed? 

Mr. Innes. All letters from there use the word “unity” until 
Curran arrived on the coast when we arranged a new procedure, 

]Mr. Lynch. Did you also have a code with regard to the date 
that- 

i\Ii*. Innes. That was arranged after Curran arrived on the coast. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Xow, with regard to the letter from—Tommy Ray’s 
letter of October 2, 193G. Whom was that addressed to? 
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Mr. IxNES. The lettei' was addressed to me on tlie Pacific coast. 

]\Ir, Lynch. And what was the ])urport of that letter with regard 
to the control of candidates to be selected by Tommy Kay? 

Mr. lNNr:s. AVell, to start with, the letter was not written in the 
union liall. Kav was not a member of the Firemen's Union, so he 
was not even a member of the defcmse committee. The letter was 
written in Attorney Standard’s office. The letter arrived to me in 
an envelope from his office, 

Mr. Lynch. And on legal ])aper? 

Mr. IxxEs. And on legal ])aper and addressed to ‘‘Dear Comrade 
Innes." 

]\fr. Lynch. Bv the wav who is that Standard ? 

:Mr. In NES. AVilliam H, Standard, who is now counsel for the 
National ^Maritime Uiuon and who at that time was counsel for the 
Firemen's Union, carrying on their court fight. 

]\fr. Thomas. "Where does he keep his offices? 

Mr. IxNEs. It used to be. if I recall correctly, I think 328 Broad- 
wav. I know it is over the Eiver Savings Bank. 

.Mr. Lyn^ch. "Was he on the west coast at this time, however? 

^Ir. IxNES. No. sir: he was in New York. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Tommy Ray was in New York and wrote this letter 
to you ? 

]\lr, Innes. From Standard's offi{‘e. Kay wasn’t even a member 
of the Firemen's Union but he starts off anyway—it is dated 
October 2, 193G: 

Dear Comrade Innes : Enclosed is a copy of the agreement entered into between 
the I. S. U., the Carlson group and Phillips and Byne. The agreement is self- 
explanatory. 

We here feel that this agreement is a splendid victory for the rank and file. 
The details of the agreement will he worked out within the next few days, in 
i‘C‘gard to credentials for delegates who the ofiieials are to be who will represent 
the Carlson group and all (jther matters pertaining to the carrying out of the 
agreement. 

This agreement makes it possible for us to have an election and to make a clean 
sweep of all the old officials of the M. F. O. W,, lU'ovided of course that a correct 
and energetic cam])aign is carried through. The first prereciuisite is to see that 
we have sufficient candidates to nominate for every office at the time of the 
nominations meeting. 

So far we haven't enough and we expect you in the ports to make a check-up 
among the membership aboard the ships as well as ashore in a search for quali- 
fi('d candidates. In the search for candidates we must make a double check-up 
to be sure that they qualify in every respect with regard to the constitutional 
provisions of three years membereship in the Union and the las't year in contiiuv 
ons good standing. It is not so important that they be active and well known 
tank and filers. 

Tlie CiiAip^iAN. He i? sjieakiug now about the Communists within 
tlie union; is that light ? 

]\rr. Innes: IVell, “rank and filers” at that time were supi)osed to be 
the general run of the membership. 

^tr. Lynch. And the letter did not make any ditference whether 
the mail was well known or active in the union or whether he was a 
good man or not jirovided he was a ‘’right man”? 

Mr. Innes. That is right. 

ilr. Lynch. And you knew of course that Kay was a Communist 
at that time, didn’t you? 

]\Ir. Innes. Oh, yes: I knew it before I went out there. 
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Mr. Lynch. And was the whole tone of the letter and the inference 
it was to carry, you were to get persons, members of the Communist 
Party, to become officers of the union i 

Mr. Innes. The inference that I got out of it at that time was that 
if possible to pick members of the party, but if you couldn’t get 
them—there were very few members of the party who were qualified 
to run for office or they would have been run in the first election. The 
thing was to get people, active rank and filers all right, or the general 
run of the membership, but people who didn't have any brains of 
their own. That was the general requirement for candidates for office 
at that time. 

Mr. Lynch. To be controlled by somel)ody? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow. on October 1936, did you receive another letter 
from Curran with regard to the manner in which you should operate—• 
that is in regard to the code and the sending of the mail to a secret 
address ? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. Will you refer to that and that part of it and also those 
code words which were used ? 

Mr. Innes. The letter is dated October 2, 1936. and is addressed to 
me at room 145, 268 ^larket Street, where I had at that time estab- 
lislied an office next door to the American Radio and Telegraphists’ 
Association. He states: 

Dear Brother Innes: Received your letter dated September 30tli at 11 a. m., 
in which yon state that yon have not received any letters since the 17th. I sent 
two letters since the 17th, one through the ARTA connection and one direct to 
you. Will suggest that if you haven't got letters that you see Pyle about it 
personally. 

The matter of the sit-down strike settled satisfactorily so far. So much for 
that. In regards to the code word. The word that you suggest is a very good 
one and we will use it until I arrange for a box at the main post office. Sug¬ 
gest you send letters to same home address. 

I have an important job for you to carry out. I understand that you received 
an official letter from Phillips a few days ago and immediately afterwards yon 
received a telegram from either Mulderig or King, stating that you were to 
ignore the letter sent by Phillips. It is important that I have a copy of both 
the letter and the telegram. This, of course, is in strict confidence between 
you and I. Am unable to give explanation at present why I want these letters 
but will be able to explain later. 

Mr. Lynch. Now, who was Phillips? 

Mr. Innes. Phillips at that time was the duly elected secretary of 
the Marine Firemen, Oilers, and Watertenders’ Ihiion of the Atlantic 
and Gulf. 

Mr. Lynch. Who was King? 

i\lr. Innes. Elected assistant secretary of the Marine Firemen, 
Oilers, and Watertenders Union. They were both officers duly elected 
by the membership. 

The obiective in obtaining these letters—the Communist Party, 
through Ray, had succeeded in putting a Communist stenographer 
by the name of Dorothy Snyder, who is now private secretary to 
Joe Curran, in Phillips’ office, to do his paper work. 

Phillips, at an odd moment when nobody was around, had written 
a letter and sent a telegram of which he kept no copy and all that 
they knew was that the letter had come out and the party was anxious 
to find what he was saying that they didn’t know about. Well, there 
was nothing in the letter anyway- 
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Mr. Lynch. This girl would ajipareiitly get all other information? 

Mr. Innes. She would write the letters and have the information. 

Mr. Ly’ncii. And give it to anybody who asked for it in the Coni" 
inuiiist Party? 

Mr. Innes. That is right. 

Mr. Thomas. How do yon know Doi’othy Snyder was a Com¬ 
munist ? 

ilr. Innes. She ivas arrested in the Communist Party headquarters 
on Seventh Avenue. The seamen hang out up there and Dorothy 
Snyder also jiarticipates actively in the Communist fraction of the 
U.*0. P. W. A.—the oflice workers’ union—and I believe at one time 
she was also a member of the executive board of that union. 

Dorothy Synder was accused at meetings in Xew York among the 
membership and, in fact, was the cause of several I'iots in union head¬ 
quarters in Xew York, including the baseball-bat I’aid, and so forth, 
that took place during the elections, all because of Doroth}^ Snyder, 

]Mr. VooRiiis. What union headquarters? 

^Ir. Innes. Xational Maritime Union headquarters. 

]Mr. Lynch. What name did Cui-ran sign on that lettei’? 

^Ir. Innes. Signed it \Toseph Curran, yours for unity and har¬ 
mony.” 

Mr. Lynch. Did he later take up a different name to use in sign¬ 
ing his letters? 

!Mr. Innes. Later the new address for the new name he used was 
‘•John Moran, 460 West Twenty-third Street, Xew York City.” 

Mr. Lynch. Did you also have correspondence with Curran with 
regard to the right of the men to pass upon the question of the strike 
on the east coast ? 

Mr. Innes. While negotiation.s were going on in September of 
10-16. I had been introduced to Edward McGrady, who was one 
of the conciliatoi-s sent to San Francisco by the Secretary of Labor 
to see if they couldn't have the strike date extended, and it was 
through his activities that the strike was extended from September 
30, to October In. 

At a confei-ence attended by JIcGrady, Bridges, and myself, I 
was introduced to him as a representative of the east-coast men and 
he a.'^ked what we were going to do on the Atlantic coast, so I told 
him that if the west coast went on strike Ave are going on strike too. 

So with that Bathborne came in and was present and they sent 
for Pyle—that is Bridges did, so ^IcGrady offered several sng- 
ge.^tions for me to transmit to the Atlantic coast and the suggestions 
were agreed to by Bridges, Pyle, and Kathborne, and that was that 
the east-coast Seamen's Defense Committee conduct a referendum 
A’ote along the Atlantic coast, a secret-ballot vote, to determine 
whether or not the membership along the Atlantic coast would go on 
sti’ike and what they would go on strike for. 

In other woi’ds. to ])i’actice the democracy they were preaching 
and still preach. 

From his conversation I made several notes Avhich I sent to Cur¬ 
ran. and he stated that the referendum ivonld be a way for them tO‘ 
act without having to be called outlaws like they were in the spring,, 
and it would give them a chance to show that tlie membership them¬ 
selves Avere behind the defense committee, if such a thing Avas true. 

Bridges agreed to it. liathborne agreed to it, and McGrady asked 
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that Curran write him a letter to Washington—to his Washin^rton 
office stating that he was going to do this. And Curran in his letter 
of October 2 states that he did that. But around the 12th of October 
the policy changed again, and the matter of referendum vote was 
thrown completely overboard by the same people who had agreed 
to it in the first place. 

Mr. Lynch. And Avho were those people? 

Mr. Innes. Bridges, Pyle, and Eathborne. 

Mr. Lynch. Why did they throw it overboard ? 

]Mr. Innes. Because they were leery as to whether or not the 
men would actually go for it—would go on strike. After all there 
was no union to speak of at tlie time. Out of 40-odd thousand men 
sailing the ocean there was probably at the very most eiglit or ten 
thousand members of the union. E^^en at the peak of the strike with 
25,000 men out there were less than 10,000 union members out. 

Mr. Lynch. So it was questionable whether or not they would 
go for the strike ? 

Mr. Innes. That is the tiling of it, and the Jiarty didn’t want to 
take any chance of losing out on the control that they had. 

Mr. Lynch. I will show you a letter dated October 8, 1936, ad¬ 
dressed to you and signed by Joseph Curran and ask you whether 
or not there is any statement in that lettei* regarding the control by 
the Communist Party of the union? 

Mr. Innes. The letter is on the letterhead of the defense committee 
and dated October 8 and addressed to me. 

Curran states: 

I am going to see that yon get a money order seat to yon if it is at all 
possible. I know what yon are np against there on the coast and the firemen 
here now with the exception of Jerry King are all pie-cards. They have cre¬ 
dentials from Hunter and they think that they are big shots now the Coin- 
mnnist Party has about got control of the outfit now with Tommy Kay director 
of operations here in New York. 

Mr. Lynch. When was the strike supjiosed to be called on the west 
coast? 

Mr. Innes. The original date was September 30 and then advanced 
to the 15th at the request of the Labor Department. 

Mr. Lynch. Of October? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. And then later advanced to the 29th at mid¬ 
night. 

Mr. Lynch. Do you know Avhether or not Bridges or Eathliorne 
were communicating with Tommy Eay on the east coast? 

Mr. Innes. Whether or not they were? 

Mr. Lynch. Yes. 

Mr. Innes. As far as I know, at that time the only direct com¬ 
munication that Bridges had with the Atlantic coast was all carried 
on through me. As I later surmised when I got things together and 
started to Avoik it out in my own mind, in the event the strike blew 
up the on\y people that would be actually involved or incriminated 
when the seamen would not be members of the Communist Party, it 
would be myself and Curran at the time if it blew up and the men 
didn’t come out on strike—we would be the fall guys. 

IVIr. Lynch. Now, the fact that there was a counteimand of that 
agreement which was made with McGrady, would that indicate to 
you that there were i)rivate conversations had between Bridges and 
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Katliborne with the east coast directing them what to do? 

Mr. IxNKs. 1 woultl assume that Mr, Kay overruled the matter 
of a referendum. 

Ml*. Lynch. Somebody overruled it, didn't tliey? 

Mr. Tnnks. That is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. And you did not know who overruled it? 

Mr. Innus. Xo, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. Until you weie advised of it later by Curran? 

Ml*. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. Lyn’ch. Did you also have a letter from Joseph Curran dated 
October Kh to you on the stationery of the Seamen’s Defense 

Committee, with repird to his inal)ilitv to get a ship and why? 

]\[r. Innes. AVelb as Curran stated before, Ray was the big shot 
on the Atlantic coast. At the time he was being shoved in the back¬ 
ground. He states on October 13: 

If tliere is an cxlension uf time on the coast I intend to come out there and 
get the real picture and possibly I may have to stay out there as there are not 
possibilities of my getting a ship here on this coast. 

The ])ressnre was being put on him. He was being made to take 
orders whether he liked it or not from the party on the Atlantic 
coast through Kay and that was when he didn't know whether to go 
overboard or what to do. That is signed by Joseph Curran “in 
unity.’' It lias the code word on it. 

^Ir. Lynch. Xow, did yon get instructions from Bridges to Curran 
through yon—all those instructions? 

]Mr. Innp:s. Yes, sir. A letter from me, myself, to Curran on Octo¬ 
ber 13. I state in part: 

Had quite a lengthy conference with Harry Ilridges yesterday and he asked 
whether or not yon were on your way to the const. 1 read to him that part 
of yonr letter covering that. He stated that he did not think it advisable 
for you to come out here after the loth as it would be better for you to be 
on the scene of operations when things broke loo.se, if they did. That he 
thought it would have a great effect on every one concerned, if you had been 
able to have gotten here prior to that date as it would have dehnitely left the 
ship owners and the Martime Coinmi.ssion know we were not kidding when 
we were s<aying the entire Atlantic and l*acific coast would be involved. 

That is signed by myself and also uses the code word. 

Mr. Lynch. I will show yon a letter addressed to you and dated 
October 14, 103G, signed by C. H. Jordan, Secretary, on the stationery 
of the Maritime Federation of tlie Pacific coast. What was that 
Maritime Federation ? 

Mr. Innes. The ^Maritime Federation was a sort of council with 
re])resenta(ives from all the com])onent marine organizations on the 
Pacific coa.^t, from the cannery workers to the shipyard men, includ¬ 
ing longshoremen, seamen, firemen, and cooks and stewards, and 
what have yon. 

^Ir. Lynch. Had no definite connection with maritime unions? 

Mr. Innes. It was compos(*d of maritime unions? 

Mr. Lynch. But it represented other unions, too? 

]\Ir. Innes. It was at that time. 

Mr. Lynch. What is that letter about? 

l\Ir. Innes, It is dated October 14, 1930, and addressed to me as 
Pacific coast re])resentative of the IMarine Firemen, Oilers, and 
Watertendei’s of Atlantic and Gulf, and Seamen's Defense Com¬ 
mittee. 
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Dear Sir and Brother. 

lu behalf of Southern California District Council No. 4 of the Maritime* 
Federation of the Pacific, I wish to express our thanks for your telegram 
of support in case of a lock-out or a strike on the Pacific Coast. 

Yours fraternally, 


C. H. Jordan, Secretary. 


That was in reply to telegrams that I had sent to Aberdeen, Seattle,. 
Portland, and San Pedro, infoianing them that the strike committee 
on the Atlantic coast had voted iinanimoiisly to support them in the 
event of a strike or lock-out on the Pacific coast. 

Mr. Lynch. And the reply to that—to those telegrams was written 
by Jordan ? 

iMr. Innes. The reply to the one from San Pedro was written by 
Jordan, that is correct. 

Mr. Lynch. 1 will show you a letter dated Octol^er 15^ 193G, and 
signed by Patrick Whalen. It is on the .stationery of the Marine 
Firemen, Oilers, and Watertenders’ Union and sent to you on the 
Pacific coast. I call your attention to that part near tlie bottom of 
the first page. Will you please state what that means? 

Mr. Innes. At that time the Calmer Line had a ship by the name- 
of Penmar which sailed from Philadelphia to Baltimore with a scab 
crew on it. The crew had had some argument of some nature—I 
don’t recall now exactly what it was, and the entire crew walked 
off the ship and the comjiany hired a new one. So I had received a 
wire from Whalen, notifying me that the full crew of the Penmar 
was scabs, so I wired him back and asked him what the status of 
the ship was—to find out the score on it so I could handle it from 
the Frisco end when she arrived there. Pie says here: 

After the 3rd day two tugboats moved her to Sparrows Point which is, as 
you know, the United States Steel Trust's property, where with the help of 
the international officials they did get a crew of scabs from New York. With 
this scab crew she pro(*eeded to Philly, where they got rid of the .steward all 
right, but the company refused to pay the scabs all off because they would 
have to give them one months’ pay. With the scab crew still aboard leaving 
Philly for the West (’oast, the scab quartermaster ran her on the mud where 
she remained another 24 hours. This ship is one hundred per cent hot, rat, 
scabby, and so forth, which includes the entire crew from captain on down. 
Dump them all. This is the only way we can teach these rats not to take 
ships out when one department is on strike. So hoping you treat these people- 
as they should be treated, I am relying on this. 

And it is signed by Pat Whalen, agent at Baltimore. 

ifr. Lynch. What did they mean by “dump them all”? 

Mr. Innes. Why, to dump them ashore, and they were not to re¬ 
turn back to the ship no matter what happened to them. 

Mr. VooRHis. \Vliat did happen? 

Mv. Innes. I went to Usher, the general manager for the Calmer 
Line in San Francisco, and told him very bluntly and plainly he 
had to take the crew off when it arrived on the Pacific coast or I 
would throw a ]Dicket line in front of it and he wouldn’t be able to 
M^ork his ship. He called Bridges up and he. Bridges, said if I put 
a incket line there, there would be one there, and the longshoremen 
would not work the ship. So Usher said: “I don’t know what the 
status of the crew is but how about us bringing the ship here ta 
San Francisco?” I said, “All right.” So I sent word to San Pedro 
to work the ship in San Pedro and let her come to Fiasco. 

AVhen she arrived in Frisco Curran had arrived the night before. 
He and I went down to the ship and the captain paid the entire- 
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crew off—the whole works. So then Usher turned to me to get a 
crew to him to take his ship on up the line. I tried to get a crew 
but the West Coast Union would not supply a crew, even thougli 
they had promised me they would, because there was a difference in 
wages and hours and overtime. 

There had just been a bunch of Filipinos come off the ship and 
they refused to fumigate it and the ship was in a generally lousy 
condition. So. in order to make my word good to the compaii}^, I 
then went to the steamboat inspector’s office and demanded a survey 
of the ship, and it was made and she went into the shipyard and 
she stayed there until the ship was in—she was tied up about 5^ 
months. 

Mr. Matthews. Isn’t the word ‘klump'’ an expression which indi^ 
cates a verv definite tvpe of handling? 

Mr. In NEs. It means to take them out and beat their ears off. 

Mr. Lrxcir. About this time did you get a new word from 
Curran, a new name for Curran, that he was using in his cor¬ 
respondence ? 

ilr. IxxES. Yes. sir. The name that had been arranged when 
Curran arrived on the Pacific coast, that all wires from thereon from 
him or letters from him to me would be signed “Jacy” instead of 
Curran, 

Mr. Lyxcti. Xow, about this time that you just indicated that Mr. 
Curran arrived on the Pacific coast, do you recall the precise date 
of his arrival ? 

]\Ir. Inxes. Yes, sir; October 20, 1936. 

Lynch, Did ^you have conferences with him ? 

i\Ir. Innes. Joe arrived in San Francisco around 7 o’clock at night, 
I judge, I took him to a hotel where we had quite a long talk, and 
and I asked him what he meant by these letters, that the Communist 
Party had about assumed control of the work in XeAV York and 
that Tommy Ray was the big shot. He said: “Well, let us don’t kid 
ourselves.” He said: “I can't get a ship any more and neither can 
you.” He said: “I got to have a job so I did the best thing there 
was. I have joined the party and I advise you to do the same 
thing.” 

]\Ir, Lynch. That was in October 1936? 

Mr. Innes. Yes. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Did you also talk to him about the general strike 
situation, or had the strike been called on the 15th? 

Mr. Innes. Had been called. The strike at the request of the 
Labor Board had been extended. 

Mr. Lynch. Labor Department ? 

i\lr. Innes, Labor Department; had been extended until Oc¬ 
tober 28. 

iMr. Lynch. And so Curran arrived before the calling of the 
strike? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

i\Ir. Lynch. You had conferences with Curran and Bridges to¬ 
gether ? 

Mr. Innes. I took Curran then to the District Council Xo. 2 meet¬ 
ing of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific where T introduced 
him to Roy Pyle, Mervyne Rathborne. Harry Bridges, Walter Stack, 
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Jim O’Neil, Ivevels Cayton, and the wlioh^ shooting’ match because 
the policy committee at that time constituted the whole hoard. 

Mr. Lynch. Hudson? 

Mi\ Innes. He wasn’t present at that meeting. 

Mr. Lynch. All those persons whom yon have named, were they 
all avowed Communists? 

'Sir. Innes. The ones I have named right now are; yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. During the time when Curran was in California, did 
Bridges make a speech to any particular union or class of workers 
there ? 

]Mr. Innes. On Odober 21. 1936. I called a meeting of the east 
coast seamen in the Marine Firemen, Oilers, and Watertenders’ hall 
in San Francisco. Bridges and Curi*an both attended the meeting 
and both spoke. There was 347 men present when the meeting 
adjourned. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you preside over the meeting? 

Mr. Innes. I was chairman of the meeting; yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. Do you have a record of the speech made by Biadges 
at that time and at that meeting? 

Mr. Innes. I have the verbatim speech here. 

Mr. Lynch. AVill you read the last part of it? 

The Chairman. Is that a speech of Bridges to the meeting? 

INIr. Innes. That is correct, at a closed membership meeting of the 
east coast seamen. 

Mr. Matthews. And you were chairman of the meeting? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. And I signed the minutes, and this is the 
minutes of the entire meeting. Bridges said in conclusion: 

I am proud to bo here aiul talk to yen al<ln^;’ with lirother .Joe Curran, whose 
work I have watehed and I realize the tremendous job he has taekled l)ack 
there and the success he made of it. If we had a few more the same as Joe 
the troubles on the east coast would be over. 

I will conclude and g:ive Joe a chance. I must h‘ave shortly to attend an¬ 
other meeting;, l)ut all I can say is that I am optimistic. When I see the 
workers sticking together and know tliey are going forward witli a soliil 
program, that is all you can expect until the workers take charge of tliis world, 
and some day we are going to do that too. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you ever talk to Curran as to that ]ktrtictdar 
])hase of Bridges’ speech where the ‘‘workers were going to take over 
the world”? 

Mr. Innes. No. 

Sir. Matthews. As to whether he agreed with it or not? 

Sir. Innes. No, sir: I never discussed it. 

jVlr. Casey. What was meant by the statement of Curran to you 
or what was your inference “that yon can't get a ship and neither 
could he”? 

iMr. Innes. Well, at that time, as I liave tried to make clear, there 
was a faetional fight going on on the Atlantic coast between the 
rank and file membei’ship of the three unions and the officials of the 
unions. The American Federation of I^abor and the International 
Executive Board of our own particulai' International—it was a whole 
humdrum mess. We were in court and out of court and everything 
else and the strike was really based on our argument with these union 
officials moi*e so than the steam.shi]:> companies and as a result we 
were blacklisted in the union. We were expelled—that is Joe was 
expelled. I wasn't, because my own particular union—we had al- 
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ready gained control of it. We were blacklisted with the steamship 
comixinies and what he meant was that neither ot‘ ns could <»*et a job 
on the Atlantic coast, that we were out as far as ^'oing to sea any 
moiv was concerned. 

Mr. Casey. That was merely a li^ure of speech, ^'couldn't get a 
job anywhere’'^ 

Ml*. Innes. That is right. 

Mr. Casey. Now. which faction did the Communists have con¬ 
trol of' 

Mr. IxxEs. d'lie Communists had control with the faction that was 
leading the light against the steamship operators. The A. F. of L. 
and the. International Union, that was the Seamen's Defense Com¬ 
mittee. was composed of representatives from all three crafts. 

Mr. Casey. They held the whip haiuU 

Mr. IxxES. 'Fhat is coi'rect. The strike committee at that, time, 
1 think out of seven niembei's on the strike councih they had five of 
the .-even—five of the seven were Communists, if I recall otfhand. 
J (*an tell latei* on. 

^Ir. Casey. So what happened was that Curi'an took the attitude 
if **we can't beat them may as well join them*’^ 

Mr. IxxEs. That is the idea. In other words, as I stated pre¬ 
viously, Curran was out for a ]3ie card, and he did not care where 
he got it. 

Mr, Casey. Out foi* a what? 

Mr. IxxES. Pie card, as we call it. It is a seaman’s term—some¬ 
thing for nothing in other words. 

Mr. Lyxc’ii. iMr. limes, how long was Curran on the west coast? 

^Ir. IxxES. Curran was on the west coast from October 20, I be¬ 
lieve, until the 28th, at which time I bought him a ]^lane ticket and 
he came east. 

Mr. Lyx oil. What cities did he visit besides San Francisco? 

^Ir. IxxES. Just San Francisco—no; he went aci’oss the Bay to 
one ship—Alameda, I believe it was, or Oakland. 

Mr. Lyxc ii. And during tliose 8 days that he was there did he 
have fre(|uent conferences with Bridges and Bathborne and Pyle 
and Hudson, and the others that you have mentioned ? 

Mr. IxXEs. We had one conference that I attended at iMerv^m 
Katliborne s house on Ifine Street, I believe it was, in San Francisco. 
At thatconference Roy Hudson was present, ^lervyn Rathborne, 
Walter Stack, Harry Bridges, Jim O'Xeih and Revels Cayton. 

]\Ir. Lyxch. Who is Revels Cayton? 

Mr. IxxES. At this time secretary of the ^laritime Federation of the 
Pacific Coast. 

^Ir, Lyxch. Is he a Communist or not? 

Mr. IxxES. He is a Communist and an admitted Communist. 

Mr. LYX('ir. And was then? 

Mr. IxxES. He was then. 

>Mr. Lyxch. Xow, was everyone else at the conference a Communist, 
and admittedly so ? 

Mr. IxxES. Admittedly so. 

Mr. Matthews. Xot by themselves? 

Mr. IxxEs. Xo, sir. 

^Ir. Lyxch. Rathborne admitted it? 
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Mr. Innes. They were admitted Communists to me by Tommy Ray 
because of my instructions to report to them. 

Mr. Casey. Did the shipowners cooperate with tlie Communists to 
the extent tlie Communists got control ? 

Mr. Innes. Did the shipowners cooperate? 

Mr. Casey. Yes. 

Mr. Innes. Well, I would say that as events developed later on the 
shipowners had no other choice. It was a case they didn’t sail their 
shij)s unless they did cooperate, but that was long after this period. 
That was in 1937. When a captain got his crew and his passengers 
and mail aboard he never knew that he would actually sail until he 
dropped his pilot off outside the breakwater. Five minutes before 
sailing time it was nothing to go aboard a ship and tell the crew to 
squat, and you didn’t sail. 

Mr. Casey. Tell the crew to squat? 

Mr. Innes. Sit down; not do any work. 

Mr. Lynch. Did that hap])en frequently? 

l\Ir. Innes. That was the predominate organizing feature of the 
National Maritime Union after its formation until, well, in the fall 
of 1937, because I was organizing at the time. 

Mr. Lynch. And was that practice and tactics developed by the 
Communist influence in the union? 

iNIr. Innes. Correct. It was imported from France—is where it 
was im]:>orted from. 

The Chairman. We will adjourn at this time until 1: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 12 :10, a recess Avas had until 1: 30 p. m.) 


AFTER RECESS 


The Chairman. The committee will come to order. 

TESTIMONY OF PETEE J. INNES, JE.—Resumed 

Mr. Lynch. ^Ii-. Innes, I show you a sample ballot for 1940 for the 
National Maritime Union of America and ask you if you have checked 
OA^er the names of the persons Avho are running for positions and offices 
in that union ? 

Mr. Innes. I have checked them oatu^; yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. How many, approximately, Avould you say are Com¬ 
munists? 

IMr. Innes. From 90 to 95 percent of the men running on the ballot 
are Communists. 

Mr. Lynch. And AAnll you state whether or not in May 193G there 
Avas a fraction meeting held in NeAv York in Avhich it Avas determined 
Avhat to do with the members of the union or anyone else who Avonldn’t 
go along Avith the policy laid doAvn in that meeting ? 

i\[r. Innes. Just prior to the dinner in the Spartacus Club that 
Avas giA^en for Krumbein there Avas a fraction meeting held at 208 West 
Fourteenth Street in a rooming house run by a Communist by the 
name of MacDonald; and present at that meeting, fraction meeting, 
Avere Roy Hudson, Jack LaAvrenson, Tommy Ray, A1 Lannon, Bill 
McCuisiton, myself, and Pat Whalen, AAdiere Hudson told them that 
the ncAvspaper publicity Avas beginning to turn against the seamen 
due to the Communist-front organizations that Avere appearing on the- 
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seamen's picket lines on the water front, including tlie League of 
Women Shoppers; the American Student Union; tlie Citizens’ Com¬ 
mittee, run by Gene Connolly, of ]\Iike Quill’s onttit—I think he is 
an organizer in the Transport Workers now—and many others along 
the same line. And told Ray he would have to stop having those 
people down on the water front and that in the matter of tiremeii who 
were raising so much cain along the front about these Communists and 
Communist organizations being piesent, that they would have to be 
purged; in other words, through adverse publicity in the union pub¬ 
lications and by whispering camj^aigns and word of mouth, in order 
to stop tlie disruptive tactics they were carrying on at the various 
meetings. 

Mr. Lynch. In other woi-ds, if a member of the Fii-emen’s Union 
oi‘ any other union would object to tlie control by the Communist 
Party that member would be destroyed as a member of the union? 

^Ir. Innes. As a member of the union or his usefulness to tlie union 
itself would be destroyed by the ridicule they would heap upon him. 

iSIr. Lynch. Xow, you speak about the publications. What publi¬ 
cations would be read by the membei’S of the National Maritime Union 
seamen and the firemen, and so forth? 

Mr. Innes. Well, at that time on the Atlantic coast we had a paper 
which was known as the I. S. U. Pilot. On the Pacific coast there 
was the Voice of the Federation, and in the Hawaiian Islands at that 
time they had a publication which I believe was called the Voice of 
Labor, which was run by Corby Paxton. 

Mr. Lynch. Who controlled those three papers? 

Inne.s. The Communist Paily, through its control of the edi¬ 
torial boa I'd. 

]Mr. Lynch. Have you checked those various publications with the 
articles which would appear in the Dail}^ Worker? 

]\Ir. Innes. If you checked them they would run—many, many of 
them would lain—verbatim. In fact, the prevalent cry among the 
average seamen at the time and later was that the publications, instead 
of giving union news, were giving the news about liow well the 
capitalist class had been downtrodden in Russia and what was going 
on in Sibei’ia. and everything else except what the men wanted to 
read. 

Mr. Lynch. While you were on the west coast did you have access 
to get on board ships whenever you wished? 

Mr. Innes. I did. 

]Mr. Lynch. And how was that ari'anged for you? 

:\rr. I nnes. Well, when I fii'st arrived and had order to start or¬ 
ganizing the men I didn’t have passes to get aboard the ships or 
docks. I had no legal standing with the steamshiji companies where 
I could get the passes. So 1 went to Rridgos, and he said, “We can 
arrange that veiT easily”; and he stepped into the next office, to 
Rathborne’s office, and told Rathborne what I was up against, and 
Rathborne says, “Well, I will fix that,” and he reached in and jiulled 
his wallet out. and he had passes issued to him as secretary of his 
organization aboard the docks and ships and gave me the passes, and 
I got aboard any dock I wanted to. 

]Mr. Lynch. Now, this strike committee—how many of them on 
that strike committee were Communists, or can you say it was defi¬ 
nitely controlled by the Communists? 
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Mr. In NES. Pacific coast or Atlantic coast? 

Mr. Lynch. Pacific coast. 

Ml'. Inxes. On the Pacific coast the committee was called a policy 
committee. Eacli port had its own strike committee and each union 
was represented on the coast, the policy committee, by representa¬ 
tives that they had elected to negotiate with the operators, and on 
the night that the strike was called the negotiating committee dis¬ 
solved as such and resolved itself into a coastwise policy committee 
to la}^ down the policy for the carrying out the strike; and roughly^ 
in figures, I would not be able to tell yon how many Communists 
there Avere, but all organizations, the various units of each organiza¬ 
tion. was represented—that is, the component organizations—if they 
had five of their particular unit on the strike committee, of course 
they only had one vote. It was by unit vote and the Communist 
Party controlled sufficient votes in each unit to cast the vote tlie way 
the ])arty Avanted it, with the exception of the Sailors' Union of the 
Pacific. 

That Avas the only one that they did not control oiitriglit. 

Mr. Lynch. Was Jack LaAvrenson on that committee? 

Mr. Innes. Jack LaAvrenson Avas not. He Avas on the Atlantic 
coast committee. 

]\Ir. Lynch. He was not, hoAveA^er, a member of any union, Avas he? 

]Mr. Innes. LaAvrenson aa as a member of the Firemen’s Union on 
the Atlantic coast. Tommy Ray Avas not a member of the Firemen’s 
Union. 

Mr. Lynch. Was he on that committee? 

]\Ir. Innes. Tommy Ray officially Avas not on the committee; no, sir; 
but he issued orders in the name of the committee. 

;Mr. Lynch. This code yon speak about AAnth Curran, aaUo else kneAV 
the code exce])t you and Curran ? 

]\[i'. Innes. Bridges, Rathborne, and myself. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Who is Walter Carney? 

^[r. Innes. Walter Carney in 19o6 Avas Joe Curran’s liodyguard 
and leader of AAffiat Ave called the ‘‘educational squad.” 

Mr. Lynch. And Avhat was the “educational squad”? 

Mr. Innes. That Avas the dumping or goon squad that Avent out to 
collect dough for the strike fund. 

Mr, Lynch. And do you haA^e a letter on that? 

]\Ir. Innes. I ha at. It Avas sent to me on the Pacific coast. It 
states “that I am Joe’s ])ersonal secretary and trouble shooter,” and 
he states that he is head of the educational squad and that the room 
rent for Joe and himself and a feAv others is due and they expect the 
scabs on the ^V(h^hinf/ton to contribute. It is signed by the bo’sun’s 
mate, Walter Carney, and, incidentally, he is uoav doing time in the 
NeAv York State Penitentiaiy. 

]Mr. Lynch. Refreshing your recollection, Mr. Innes, Avith regard 
to telegrams and correspondence, Avho controlled the orders and out¬ 
lined the demands Avhich Avonld be made foi- the east-coast strikers? 

^Ir. Innes. The demands for east-coast strikers, the policy. A\^as 
outlined in Bi'idges’ office in San Francisco betAveen Mei'Awn Rath¬ 
borne, Bi'idges, and myself, and Avas transmitted to NeAV York. 

Mr. Lynch. By telephone ? 

]\Ir. Innes. By telegram and teletype both, and by telephone. 
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Mr. Lyn(’h. And was tlie ari’an^oinent for l^rid^es to ^o to Now 
York also made Iw teloo-rain and toloty])o? 

Mr. IxxES. Tolotyi)o. 

Ati*. Lyxc’ti. And Brid^os wont to Now Yoi‘k, and did yon ^o with 
him ? 

^Iv. IxNEs. I did. 

Ml'. Lynch. And you mot liim whoro? 

Mr. IxxES. I mot Brid^os—woll, I loft tho Pacific coast prior to 
Brid^os' loavina'. 

^fr. Lynch. Wliore did you moot him in Now York ^ 

Mr. IxNEs. I mot him at tho airport the noxt time I saw him. 

Mr. Ly^xch. AVho was thoi-o at the air])ort with him? 

^Ir. IxxEs. AVo wont over in tln’oe automobiles. 

iir. Lynch. Just who was there? 

^Tr. IxxEs. Lharlio Krumboin, a fellow by the name of Leeds, 
Tommy Ray, A1 Rothbart. A1 Laiinon, Joe Curran, and myself. 

ilr. Ly^xch. And then did you have a meotinii- in New York before 
tho actual mootinir in ^Madison Square Garden? 

Jlr. In XES. AVo did. 

Mr. Lynch. AAdiore? 

Mr. IxxEs. In the Victoria Hotel. 

Mr. Lynch. AVere substantially the same pei'sons present that you 
just mentioned? 

Mr. IxNEs. That is correct. 

^Ir. Lynch. And during that rally at tho Madison Squaie Garden, 
was anyone taking u}) funds—collections? 

All*. Innes. a collection from the ]datform sjieech was made by 
Bill AIcCuistion and the money was taken uj) by people passing 
through the aisles with pans. T received the pans, togethei* with 
individual donations that were sent up with slips. Those dona¬ 
tions—that is, the slips—I handed to the chairman, who was Bill 
AIcCuistion. The money was dumped into a sack. 

Air. Ly^nch. Go ahead. AAYre those names read off as to who was 
making the contributions? 

Air. In NES. That is correct, and so many donations were coming 
in—that is. small donations of a dollar or two or three dollars and 
odd pennies—from various units of the Communist Party and AIc- 
Cnistion was calling them off over the loudspeakei* in the Garden, 
and A1 Lannon came to me and told me to tell AIcCuistion to stop 
calling out any contributions from the Communist Paify. 

Mr. Ly'nch. After you got through with New AYrk yon and 
Bridges went to Boston. Did he speak nj) there? 

All’. Innes. The night before the Garden meeting Bridges went to 
Philadelphi a. I staved to attend a coastwise conference in New 
AYrk. 

Air. Ia'Nch. Did he also s])eak in Boston? 

Air. Innes. He went to Bo.ston the night following the Garden 
meeting. 

Air. Lynch. And also spoke in Baltimore, which you have already 
covered ? 

Air. Innes. That is riglit. 

Air. Lynch. AAdien he went to the west coast did vou i-eturn there 
afterward ? 
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Mr. Tnnes. I did . 

Mi\ Lynch. How long after he left? 

^Ir. Innes. He went back by plane, and I Avent back by train. 

Mr. Lynch. Now. did there come a time when there Avas informa- 
tion brought to you \Auth regard to the tie-in AAuth the seamen in 
France and Germany Avith iTgard to an American boat? 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. I receiATd letters on that tie-up prior to my 
going p]ast. 

Mr. Lynch. What Avas that? 

Mr. Innes. That the longshoremen in Le IlaAU’e, France, through a 
request of the Seamen’s Defense Committee in Ncaa^ York, had coop¬ 
erated to the extent that they refused to handle any part of the cargo 
or anything else of the steamship Wa^9JiJnr/fon. When that happened 
the ship Avent to Hamburg, Germany, Avhere the German longshore¬ 
men did likeAvise, although under a^ ditferent guise than the one in 
France, due to the ditference in governments. 

The sliip returned to New York Avith her initial cargo still on 
board. 

Mr. Lynch. Did you learn as to ayIio controlled the instructions 
to the seamen in France and the seamen in Germany as to the fact 
that they would not unload the atsscI ? 

Mr. Innes. When I arriATd in XeAv York in December to attend 
the coastAvise conference, I spoke of the matter to Ray, and he told 
me that he had made the arrangements directly Avith the French 
longshoremen’s union and they, in turn, through the underground 
route in Europe, had made arrangements AAuth the longshoremen in 
Flamburg, Germany, Avhich Avas, and still is, knoAvn as a hotbed for 
communism. 

Mr. Lynch. How about Roy Hudson at the time of the east-coast 
speeches? Was Roy Hudson active? 

Mr. Innes. Roy Hudson Avas in Xcav York at the time: yes, sir. 

Mr. Lynch. Any conferences Avith him, so far as you knoAv? 

Mr. Innes. The conference—the first conference that aat had Avith 
him was in the back room of the Garden after the meeting and 
after the newspaper men had left, in one of the dressing rooms there. 
There Avas Roy Hudson and this Leeds, the treasurer of the Com¬ 
munist Party, Avho Avas given the entire take—all the money that 
Avas taken in. He receiA^ed that, and Hudson, Leeds, Ray, Lannon, 
Rothbart, McCuistion, Bridges, Curran, and myself. 

Mr. Lynch. Xoav, Avhen you AAere up in Boston, aaIio met you up 
there ? 

Mr. Innes. In Boston—Ave Avent from Xew York to Boston by 
plane. We Avrre met at the airport by jMarty Flaherty, together 
with Ann Burlap or Burlak. 

Mr. Lynch. Is Marty Flaherty a Communist ? 

Mr. Innes. iNIarty Flaherty is definitely a Communist. 

]Mr. Lynch. And Ann Burlak Avas also? 

Hr. Innes. She Avas secretary of the Communist Party in either 
Rhode Island or Massachusetts, I am not sure AAdiich, at the time. 

]Mr. Lynch. Who Avould give orders and tell Bridges Avhat to do 
and where he was to go next? 

Mr. Innes. Tommy Ray. 

Mr. Lynch. Xow, AAhen did you— AAdiat date did you return to 
California? 
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Mr. lN^T*:s. I arrivocl back in Los Angeles on December 23. 

Mr. Lynch. And what was the date of the strike or was the strike 
tlien on? 

Mr. Innes. The strike was still on. 

]\rr. Lynch. When was the strike finally settled ? 

]\Ir. Innes. The strike was settled on the coast on January 24, 1937. 
It was settled as far as the l^icific coast unions were concerned on 
February 4, 1937, and the sixteenJinndred-odd men tliat I had in m}^ 
particular group, we settled our end of it on February G, 1937. 

]\Ir. Tiro:NrAS. ^Ir. Chairman, may I ask a couple of questions? 

Mr. Innes, you told us this moi-ning how you had sat in with 
Harry Bridges at some 10 Communist faction meetings? 

iNIr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

i\Ir. Thomas. You jnobably got to know Harry Bridges pretty 
well—entered into various conversations with him about various 
subjects. I am wondering if you can recall any statements that Harry 
Bridges might liave made about his friendliness with any Govern¬ 
ment officials? 

Mr. In NES. Xo, sir. The onl}^ statements that I know that Bridges 
made the statements before we left the Atlantic coast and came 
or, before we left the Pacific coast. It came up several times in 
the talk of these negotiations that he was going to arrange for that 
and in the Laboi* Department conciliations he said he could pretty 
nearly get what he wanted. 

I\Ir. Thomas. Xow, you distinctly recall that, do 3 ’ou ? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

Mr. Thomas. That he told you or you heard him tell other people 
that you could get what? 

Mr. Innes. He could arrange for the elections; that he would 
arrange for them and that as far as Labor Department conciliation 
went on on the Atlantic coast that he would take care of that: that he 
could get what he wanted there. 

Mr. Thomas. When he said that was he referring to the Xational 
Labor Relations Board or the Department of Labor? 

]\Ir. Innes. I would assume it was the Labor Board he was talking 
about. 

i\Ir. Tho^ias. Do you recall him making any statements about the 
Department of Labor? 

Mr. In NES. Xo, sir; outside of the agreement we had made with 
McGrady and he threw that overboard himself; that is. Bridges did. 

Mr. Thomas. That is all. I miglit ask a couple of questions riglit 
there. Xow, did he say or did he make any comments about his 
deportation case ? 

i\[r. Innes. Only the particular time that I spoke about when we 
were to*go to Mexico; that he had advice of his attorney that he did 
not dare leave the country or he wouldn’t be able to get back in again. 
But there was no comment about his deportation at the time. I think 
that he was served with the warrant I believe when we were here or 
one warrant while we were over here on the Atlantic coast at that 
time where he had to put up the bond. 

Mr. Thom AS. Do vou recall any statements he made in regard 
to that? 
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^Ii*. Innes. Except the ‘‘reactionary so and so’s were after him 
a^ain.” That was all. He never made any statement re^ardin^ the 
case itself. 

Mr. Thomas. Did he intimate that he would be able to get out of it 
all right? 

Mr. Innes. AVelh he hoped so, but he never made any statements to 
me about it. 

Mr. Thomas. That is all. 

Mr. Lynch. IVhile you were on the west coast and this tele¬ 
type that you had with Xew York and the other cities, have yon 
reiPreshed your recollection during the lunch hour as to wliether or 
not you were advised by Curran to keep in touch with the people who 
were the head of the Communist Party out there and to cooperate 
with them? 

Mr. Innes, That matter was discussed with me and Curran when I 
was in New Yoik. As I stated, Curran had told me in San Fran¬ 
cisco—he advised me to join the party the same as he had in order to 
get a job and the way the strike was going I began to get a little 
sus]:)icious of Curran and everybody else involved, including Bridges 
and the rest of them, because when the east coast men fii’st struck on 
my orders to them, they had left their ships. They came ashore in 
San Pedro, and the first batch of them I think was about 800, and 
they were the largest single group of men in the port of San Pedro 
excepting the longshoremen, and they were being knocked from pillar 
to post, the idea being to run them out of the port of San Pedro, so 
I went to San Pedro and we formed a component and separate organ¬ 
ization entirely composed of nothing but east-coast men. 

This did not meet with the party line and I was called on the tele¬ 
phone, teletype, and by letter from both Kathborne on the teletype. 
Bridges on the telephone and New York by letter and telegraph and 
■everything else to break up this outfit that I had and let them go into 
the different unions. The policy, as I found from my observation 
attending the different meetings was that inasmuch as the Communist 
Party had active control of the unions on the Pacific coast, namely, the 
cooks and stewards and the firemen and had a very strong minority in 
the S. U. P., that they would then be in a position to force the east 
coast operatoi’s who operated intercoastal ships and whose ships were 
tied up on the Pacific coast into signing contracts with those unions 
and thus being able to spread their domination definitely to the east 
coast by ojiening subbi-anehes of their Pacific coast unions on the east 
coast to carry out their contracts, thus forcing the legitimate east coast 
seamen out into the cold entirely, unless they went along with the party 
line. 

By my forming the separate organization I set up a party that, or 
a body that the east coast shipper could deal with on the Pacific coast 
and when the party ordered the men back to the ships I refused to 
deliver the orders to them and we stayed out and the result was I did 
negotiate contracts with the Atlantic coast operators who operated 
intercoastal, and that is when I had my falling out with the party, all 
over this business of maintaining a separate organization on the Pacific 
coast. 

Mr. Lynch. In other words, you were unwilling that they would con¬ 
trol the east coast men ? 
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1 ’. IxxEs. That is correct. 

3Ir. Lyxcii. And the pressure from all sides was on yoiu too? 

31r. IxxEs. To discredit me and to thi-ow me out. 

3Ir. Lvxni. Disband them and thi’ow them entirely in the west 
c'oast unit ? 

31r. IxxES. That is correct. 

3Ir. Lvxcii. Whieli was controlled as you have stated by the Com- 
anunist l^lrty ? 

3Ii‘. IxNEs. That is right. 

31r. Lvxcu. And the ultimate result was that these men were kept 
separate^ and separate contracts wei'e made with the east coast ship¬ 
pers ? 

3Ir. IxxES. That is right. 

Ml-. Lyxcii. Now, I want to put in the record also the list of the 
vai'ious persons that yon were told to get in touch with in 3Iexico in case 
of the development of trouble. 

31r. IxxES. I transmitted this list to the Atlantic coast for their in- 
foi-mation. It included the President of ^lexico, the general secretaries 
of three unions and the secretary of the C. R. O. 31. and the C. T. 31. 
in Ensenada and Tia Juana, 3Iexico. 

3Ir. Lyxcti. AVho gave you this list? 

3Ir. IxxES. It was given to me by A. Felix of the C. E. O. 31. in 
Tia Juana, 31exico. 

3rr. Lyxch. Did Bridges and the other persons that you have men¬ 
tioned on the west coast have knowledge of this list ? 

3rr. 1 xxES. They rt^ceived copies of them through Jordan. 

The (hiAiRMAx. Did you have an opportunity to find out the strength 
of the (’ommunist Party in 3Iexico while you were down there? 

3rr. Ixxu:s. Yes, sir: from the two particular places that I was in. 
The secretary of the (\ T. 31., I believe it was in Ensenada, was wearing 
a^ Star of Lenin and several other members of the Central Labor 
CYun(‘il in Tia Juana had just returned from a coui*se in trade-unionism 
in 3Ioseow and altogether I met about three different people that were 
decorated with the highest ordei’ of tlie Soviet Republic. 

The 3rexican people in 3rexico, in Ensenada, of course, were carry¬ 
ing arms that had been distributed among them during the i-evolu- 
tioii down there by Cardenas, who is now President, when he was 
first elected and they were very much on the Communist side with 
the exception of I lie eastern portions of 3rexico. The vest por¬ 
tion dial I liap])ened to be in was vei-y definitely communistic and 
3rarxist because you would go down the street and lind regular bill¬ 
boards with the pictures of Lenin and the Communist salute and 
3rarxist material on them. 

3Ir. Thomas. Isn't it true the C. T. 31. is the lai-gest union in 
3Iexico? 

311-. IxxEs. There are two of them—the Toledano outfit is the 
largest com])onent part. There is from my observations thei-e, what 
I gathered from the Avay Felix had told me, the C. T. 3f. and the 
C. R. (). 31. are very similar to our American Federation of Labor 
and C. I. (). sipiabble, only more so. They are the political bodies 
in the country. If a man enters politics there he forms a labor 
union. 

3Ir. Tiio,mas. Have voii ever seen aiiv of the letterheads of the 
C. T. 3L? 
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Mr. Innes. I have the letters here. 

The CiixViRiMAN. Do they liave the hammer and sickle on them ? 

Mr. Innes. I can tell yon in a moment, if I look at it. This par¬ 
ticular letterhead I have is the union, Marine Union, affiliated with 
the C. T. M. It has nothing on here excepting the picture of a 
steamship. 

Mr. Tiiomx\s. We have some letterheads of the C. T. M. with the 
hammer and sickle on them. 

Mr. Innes. Well, I would not doubt that a bit. 

i\Ir. Lynch. It was evident to you, was it. Sir. Innes, from your 
contact with these people in Jlexico and Ensenada where you were 
for several days, that it was completely controlled by the Com¬ 
munist Party trade union? 

Mr. Innes. The trade unions are the political parties in Mexico. 

The Chairiman. Was there much contact between the Communists 
in Mexico and the Communists in California? 

Mr. Innes. Our contacts that we made were made by people in the 
United States—the original contact was made by Bridges with this 
fellow in Los Angeles—a division of the, I believe it is the C. T. M. 
that has an office in Bar Harbor, Calif. 

It is the field workers—the Alexican field workers, cannery work¬ 
ers, or whatever you want to call them. They didn't at that time 
belong to an American trade union. The}" belonged to a Mexican 
trade union with headquarters or a division of their headquarters in 
the United States in Bar Harbor, I believe it was. 

Mr. VooRHis. Where is Bar Harbor? 

Mr. Innes. That is one of the outskirts of Los Angeles. It is Bar 
Harbor, Calif. 

Mr. Lynch. Were you there? 

Mr. Innes. I was there. We stopped and picked this fellow up 
and he is the one that took us to Tia Juana. 

l\[r. Lynch. How far from Los Angeles? 

Mr. Innes. Well, just like driving from here across the bridge to 
Arlington, but it is all out in the—it is in the peon quarters out 
there. 

Mr. Lynch. And the contact was first made by Bridges with this 
party? 

Mr. Innes. That is correct. 

Mi\ Lynch. In Bar Harbor? 

Mr. Innes. Yes. 

Mr. Lynch. And then you went there? 

Mr. Innes. Picked him up and he took us south and introduced 
us to the various people in Mexico. 

The Chairman. What other information did you get with refer¬ 
ence to the tie-up of the Communists in the United States and 
Mexico? Was there aii}^ other evidence besides what you have 
related ? 

Mr. Innes. Well, excepting that Toledano, or rather part of his 
outfit in Mazatlan, when I made a complaint to them—I wrote to 
Mazatlan—that was the Seamen’s Union of Mazatlan. They re¬ 
ceived orders from Toledano that they were to do as we asked. And 
the ]\Iexicans that were on board the Santa Rosa^ which I had tied 
up in San Pedro, didn’t do any more work. And if I recall cor- 
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rectly there were no more American sliips handled in Vera Cruz or 
Tampico after we made our trip there. 

Tlie Chairman. Xow, you i:^ay that the people were pi*etty well 
armed i 

]\Ii*. Innes. Yes, sir. 

The CiiAiioiAN. They had guns that had been distributed to them 
sometime before? 

Mr. Innks. After Cardenas went into office. 

The Chairman. xVnd they were openly communistic? No ques¬ 
tion about that ? 

!Mr. Innes. AVhen the troops came out against us the labor leaders 
in the town sent word out to tlie outlying districts, the farms— 
the peons and the farmers came into town and brought their guns 
with them. 

The CiiATiDiAN. Do you know what the contact is between the 
^[exicans on the United States side and the Mexicans in IMexico? 
Is there a close relationship? 

yir. Innes. Very much so. They go back and forth across the 
boi’der without any hindrance whatsoever. I know we brought 
this fellow back into the United States—whether he was a citizen 
or not I doivt know, but there was nothing done except the car was 
searched back and forth across tlie border. We were not stopped 
going down for a passport or anything by the Mexican authorities 
and coming back it was the same way. 

The Chairman. You say these labor leaders in Mexico that you 
met had received their instructions at the Lenin L^niversity in 
^loscow ? 

Mr. Innes. That is right. 

The Chairman. Where they got their instructions on trade-union 
activities and one of them was decorated with the Star of Lenin? 

]\Ir. Innes. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

Mr. VooRiiis. When you say that the Mexican labor movement 
is communistic, what do you mean by that? I mean that is a pretty 
big mouthful, isn't it ? 

The Chairman. He is talking, as I understand it, about the ones 
he came in contact with in Tia Juana and Ensenada. 

]Mr. Innes. That is a big mouthful, as the Congressman says, but 
knowing that we went there and that I was actually with Com¬ 
munist leaders in the labor movement, and they sent word to Tole- 
dano and the result was (he word went all over the countiy that 
tlie American ships were not to be handled. That definitely shows 
that the Communist'^ controlled Toledano's outfit and he rejiresented 
the Government party at the time and I believe he still does. 

Mr. VooRins. I don't want to argue about it, but I do think this 
i- a matter of such importance we ought to be sure. Does that show 
the detinite influence of Communists or Toledano or does it show 
he wa> willing to jilay ball with the Americans—what he consid(Ted 
to be an American union? I mean why does it show one instead 
of the other? 

:Mr. I NNEs. Well, it shows this much, that the schools, the traveling 
schools in ^Mexico which I ran into a couple of times in Ensenada—• 
they hand out pamphlets. You can go down here to any Communist 
store and for a penny here or there you buy them. 
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For instance, the seamen used to be able to buy the “red” flag for 
a couple of cents. That is openly taught in the schools there—they 
have books on Marxism and Stalin—— 

Mr. VooRiiis. What schools? 

Mr. Innes. Government-owned schools. There is only one set of 
schools down there now, and that is the one the Government runs. 

Mr. VooRHis. You saw that happen? 

Mr. Innes. I definitely saw that. 

Mr. VooRiiis. I mean you saw them in the schools? 

Mr. Innes. I saAv these traveling schoolhouses like we have in our 
rural districts—the traveling librai*ies—the traveling schoolhouses 
with a teacher comes down and holds the school i-ight in the out- 
lying ])eon districts where they come in from the farms and hold 
a school session in the public square, as you would call it. 

The Chairman. As a matter of fact, Pa the News had a I’ather 
long news reel showing the same thing in IMexico about 8 or 9 months 
ago. It was here in Washington. It showed all the scenes in Mex¬ 
ico with the hammer and sickle and distribution of Lenin’s works, 
and so on and so forth, 

Mr. VooRins. Do these activities in Mexico come within the scope 
of this committee’s investigation? I mean to say Ave are supposed 
to investigate un-American activities in the United States. How 
does this ilexican situation come within the scope of this committee’s 
work ? 

Mr. Innes. ilr. Congressman, that is something I could not answer. 
I was summoned here to ansAver questions, and that is all I can do. 

The Chairman. Well, he is not testifying ])]*ima]-ily about Mexico. 
He is testifying as to his activities in connectioii Avith the maritime 
union on the Pacific coast Avliich inA^oh-ed, incidentally, his ti-ip into 
Mexico. 

Ml'. VooRHis. That is Avhat I am trying to get at. That is Avhat I 
am inquiring about. 

The Chairman. I don’t think the Avitness is qualified to testify 
AAdiether Toledano or the C. T. M. is communistic. All he knows, as 
I understand it, is that in tAAV) or three sections that he visited he 
saAv certain things. I agree that that evidence Avould not be sufficient 
to shoAv that the labor organizations in Mexico Avere under the control 
of the Communist Party. All he knoAvs is that in the places he 
visited he kneAv the labor leaders Avere definitely Communists. 

Mr. Innes. The particular outfit- 

The Chairaian. Open and aboATboard Communists. 

Mr. Innes. Yes, sir. 

The CfiAiR^fAN. But AA^hethcr they Avei’e in other sections you don’t 
know? 

^Ii'. Innes. That is right. 

The CiiAiRAfAN. And the fact that they did get in touch Avith 
Toledano is the only circumstance you haA^e to indicate that his or¬ 
ganization is communistic? 

Mr. Innes. All I luiA^e is the Avire that Ave receiA’ed from Toledano. 

Mr. VooRHis. What did that say? 

Mr. In NES. To let them knoAv the list of hot ships that left the 
Ignited States, and Ave Avould be assured of 100-percent cooperation. 
That wire Avas sent to Joi'dan and a copy of it as a membor of the 
committee that AA^ent south aahs giA^en to me. The number on it if 
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you vaiit the whole IhiiiiX is S-2150-XL, Mexico Cit}^, Mexico, No- 
veinber 25, IhoG, luldressecl to C. II, Jordan, secretary, Southern Cali¬ 
fornia Council. Mai'itimc Federation Pacific Coast. 

The telea‘ram is: 

Teleirraiiis Carillo and ni.vself ivcoived. Have wired instructions that Ameri- 
ran ships buinid your i)orts he prevented to discharge passengers and cargo 
Mexican west coast, ConfcHleration Mexican Workers lias declared boycott 
against such boats, Tlease inforin ns of specilic instances of unfair American 
ships so onr ccjoperation can lie inon* eiTective, Fraternally Vincente I.oinbardo 
Tiiledano. 

The CiiAikMAN. Of course the ^Mexican situation along the border 
involving the (‘lose \vorkings and interrelationship between the Coin- 
inunist Party of the rnitcd States and the Connnnnist l^arty of 
Mexico certainly ccnnt'S within the jurisdiction of this committee; not 
that we are cont'erned with wdiat is going on in Mexico—that is none 
of our concern—but where the Communist Party of Mexico cooper¬ 
ates and maintains a very close contact wdth the Communist Pai'ty 
of the United States comes wdthin the scope of this committee’s wmrk 
and is imporant. They are involving themselves in xVmerican Atfairs 
and not us. And if they do involve themselves in an interchange or 
exchange of infoiination by reason of a common program in the two 
countries and are using ]\Iexico as a base for their propaganda work 
in the United States and for the promotion of the Communist Party 
in this country, then it becomes a matter I think of great concern 
to the Ignited States, but only insofar as their activities are in con¬ 
junction or in c(30])eration wdth the activities of the Communist Party 
in the Ignited States. 

Mr. Voomiis. Well, I think the whole matter might be a matter of 
concern to us. but T don't see how’ our committee can go beyond the 
point where there is definite evidence that affects directly things in 
the Ignited States. 

d'he CiTAiKMAN. But it is important that we have a definite under¬ 
standing about that ])hase of it because that is going to become in¬ 
creasingly important in the next 2 months, since a great deal of the 
wmrk of this committee will be concerned wdth the close interlockinir 
associations and the coo]:)erative efforts between Communists in iNIex- 
ico: and not only Communists in ilexico but also representatives of 
the Comintein working over there in conjunction with Communists 
in the United States. 

For instance, we just had evidence, of certain Communist leaders 
wdio have been in ^lexico for sometime actively at wmrk. among whom 
was James W. Ford and Krumhein and others who have been in 
Mexico from time to time. That becomes a matter of great importance 
to us. It is impoi'tant to us to wJiat extent the ^fexican Communists 
are ]:)articipating in it, but w’e are not involving the ^lexican (fovern- 
ment: noi* will w*e permit any testimony involving tlie internal affairs 
of Mexico. 

]\Ir. I.YxrTi, Did you make a report by telegram to ^Vfr. Curran in 
Xew^ York of the activities in Mexi(*o and wdiat the situation w’as tliei-e 
w'ith regard to your ability to get around and stoj) the shij)s from 
unloading? 

Mr. IxNES. The day after our return T sent a dav letter to Joe 
Cumin, that possibly might answer the Congressman’s question to a 
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certain extent, to 164 Eleventh Avenue, New York, with the code 
words: 

Telephone conversation ^lexican Federation secretary Tia Jnana reveals Santa 
Elena's passengers still at border. Mexican chauffeurs refuse transport Ense¬ 
nada. Mexican government requests unions transport passengers, baggage. 
States after that unions will not be requested to handle cargo or mail. President 
Cardenas wires i>ermission Tia Jnana. Deported delegation return Mexico, 
release press. 

That is signed ‘Times.’' 

Mr. Lynch. My, limes, did yon also have knowledge, both verbally 
and by dociiinents, that the Comnmnist Party was attempting and did 
successfully get their representatives on the various committees and in 
the various unions? 

Mr. Tnnes. The reason I came to XeAv York was to attend a coast¬ 
wise conference for every jiort that had a strike committee. They 
elected men to come to New York to elect trustees for the Cooks’ and 
Stewards' Union of the Atlantic and Gulf and the Eastern and Gulf 
Sailors’ Association. I participated in tliat conference and the trustees 
that we elected for the Cooks’ and Stewards’ Union were Phillip 
Mantlebano, a Negio from INIobile, Ala.; Gaithen Lyons, from New 
York; and G. M. JMonabalo, another Negro from New York. The 
three were Communists. 

Mr. Lynch. Without going into the various names all througli the 
various unions. 

Mr. Innes. There was one known Communist out of three elected 
by the sailors. The firemen designated three of their elected ofiicials, 
one of Avhom was a Communist, to sit on the district committee, which 
made the district committee three to four or three out of nine that gave 
the Communist Party control of six out of the nine. 

The two Negroes that were originally elected to the trusteeships 
the cooks and stewards resigned by party pressure, as tliey were too 
dumb to advocate anything, and Frank Jones and Ferdinand Smith, 
both officials in the National IMaiatime Union and botli members of the 
Communist Party, were designated by a meeting of IS men in the 
port of New York to take their places. 

Mr. Thomas. Before you go on, T don't know Avliether you are read¬ 
ing from something or whethei* that is y^bir own opinion or not. 

]\Ir. Innes. I am not reading from anvtliing; no, sir. 

Mr. T 'h03ias. When yoii say, “Two Negroes had to resign because 
they were too dumb”- 

]\rr. Innes. That was the explanation used. 

Mr. Tho^ias. That was the explanation that you heard? 

IMr. Innes. I was there when it was done. 

jNIr. Lynch. Let me ask you, are these the Records of the meetings 
or what are these records you are referring to? 

Mr. Innes. This here—I am reading the names—the report of the 
conference vhere they were elected. In other words, the men that 
had been elected by the representatives of the membership were 
dumped overboard on instructions ^rom Tommy Ray because they 
were too dumb to follow the party line even if they were members of 
the party. 

Mr. Tho^mas. That was Tommy Ray’s organization? 

Mr. Innes. That was his organization. 

Ml*. Thomas. And that is the explanation he gave? 
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Air. IxNEs. That is correct. Tlie two Xe^roes resigned. They 
were told to resign and tliey did so and one Xegi-o, Ferdinand Smith, 
was placed there and Frank Jones was placed there by a meeting of 
18 men. In the sailors' end of it Curran, because he didn’t hold a 
union book at the time—he was an expelled member of the union—he 
was not eligible under the union's constitution to hold otlice, was 
designated as general organizer. Desmond, who had been elected a 
trustee had so much pressure ])ut on him thi*ough wrangling and 
fighting that he didn't resign—he just got on a ship and shipped out 
and Curran sat in and sat in ever since in his place. Even though he 
was never elected by anybody to take the job. 

Air. VooKiiis. Who were the 18 men ? I don't mean their names but 
what kind of meeting was this? 

Air. IxNKS. That was the supreme governing body of the union on 
the Atlantic and Gulf coast—the district committee. 

The CuAiKMAX. Do you have any evidence of the way in wliich 
Tommy Fay's ordei's were handed down? AVhat I mean is how do 
you know that hap]^ened? 

All*. IxxKs. The orders were handed down at a fraction meeting in 
Xew A'ork. 

The CHAiR:NrAX. Wei'e you there? 

Air. Txxes. I was not pi‘esent: no, sir; but I came back from the 
coast and Curran told me how the thing worked from the time he 
retai ned to the Pacific coast and got back to the Atlantic coast. These 
two men were out of the picture entirely and then after I really 
broke with the party I started checking back through the records and 
that is how I found 18 men at a meeting had elected these other two. 

Tlie CiiAiRMAX. To these two fellows' places? 

Air. IxxES. Which wasn't even a quorum according to the union’s 
constitution to take these other two places. Desmond sliipped out 
and Curran moved in on his seat. Aleyers resigned for so-called ill 
health. He went to the Communist Party school in upper Xew York 
State and Alurray Stein, I think his name is Stone now, took his 
place. H(' is up in the Great Lakes. He is running for office on the 
union ballot now. When Aleyers came out of school Stein resigned 
and Aleyers took his job back and that is how that worked. 

Air. Lyxcii. This pa])er I’ight here, without reading it all, is the 
recommendation of Rathboi-ne as to the terms of settlement that 
should be demanded by Curran on the east coast? 

Air. IxxEs. When the east coast men struck they struck strictly in 
sympathy with the Pacific coast. The resolution of the strike was 
that they would go back to work when the Pacific coast strike was 
settled. Then when the original ])olicy was set out by the coast policy 
committee, the request for support was on intercoastal ships only; that 
each of the iidercoastal ships was to return to its respective home 
])ort before being stiaick. 

In other words, if a west coast ship was in Xew York and belonged 
in San Fi'ancisco they Avould not strike. They would bi*ing the ship 
home befoiy they struck and the same way on the Pacific coast. Well, 
the men did not go for that at all. The west coast men could not 
undei*stand wliy they should sail out and the i*esult Avas the policy 
Avas then changed to sit-down strikes along the Atlantic coast. 

All*. Lyxcii. Who set that policy? 

Air. Txxes. That Avas Bridges. Rathborne, Pvle, Walter Stack, and 
myself. 
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Mr. Lynch. That was carried over the teletype to Curran in New 
York? 

Mr. Innes. Well, it was decided by ns first at Eathborne’s office,, 
and then we went in the coast policy committee Avith it and Bridges 
ad^mcated it and naturally the rest folloAved right along and their 
orders were to vote the way he voted. Then the policy was set down. 

So I transmitted the orders from Bridges to Curran and it was sit- 
doAvn strikes all up and doAvn the coast and Avhen the party saAV that 
the men wei'e actually sitting down on the ships that is when they 
gave the orders for them to come out, but they came out Avith the 
understanding they Avoiild go back to Avork Avhen the Pacific coast 
had signed their agreement. It was a sympathy strike. Then 
Bi'idges decided as long as the strike Avas going so Avell on the Atlantic 
coast, he called me in and gave me a list and he says, “this is the 
terms for the east coast”; and that Avas that Ave Avere to ask for 
identically the same things as the Pacific coast unions. In other 
Avords, an entirely different strike proposition altogether. 

jNlr. Lanch. Did you visit the Communist Party book shops in 
San Francisco Avith regard to selling literature of the Maritime 
Union? 

]\Ir. Innes. I Avent to the International Workers book shops in 
San Francisco and in San Pedro both and they Avere selling the 
I. S. Lh Pilot, Avhich Avas our official ])ublication at the time, together 
Avith the time the Harboi^ Workers Voice and the Western Worker 
and all the rest of the Communist periodicals. 

Mr. La NCTi. Noav, Mr. Innes, did there come a time AA'hen you finally 
had a definite disagreement Avith the policy makers on the West Coast 
in Avhich it AA^as clear that you could not go along Avith them anymore; 
there Avould haA^e to be a definite break? 

]\Ir. Innes. Well, as I stated before the break started prior to my 
departure for NeAv York in December. 

Mr. Lancii. What date Avas the final break? 

JNIr. Innes. The final break came in January 1937 Avhile I Avas mak¬ 
ing my coast tour. There Avere to my recollection about 25 or 30 
east coast men in San Pedro ])ro])er and the east coast men or, I 
mean in San Francisco, rather, instead of San Pedro. The east coast 
men in San Pedro had established a strike fund of around $3,000 
themselves. It Avas their OAvn money and they had their own com¬ 
mittee administering it. The bunch in San Francisco Avondered Avhy 
they couldn't get a hold of some of it so they set u[) a set of charges 
to send to Ncav York and Avhen the charges didn't hold because the 
east coast men in San Pedro Avouldn’t stand for it, and they said 
regardless of Avhat XeAv York said that that Avas their outfit and 
they Avere keeping it, but they did haA^e some effect on the bunch in 
Ncav York, because I called Curran on the telephone January 21, 
after receiving a letter from him stating that the men in San Pedro 
may run the affairs there but in Ncav York they still run the affairs 
as fai* as intercoastal things AAau’e concerned and that my credentials 
Avere going to he listed if the charges they receiA^ed Avei’e true. 

So I asked Joe Avhat about it and he said, “Why, I am on changes 
myself.” I said, “What charges,'’ and he said, ''For advocating the 
Fink book and the pressure is on me right and left here. They 
don’t like your inde})endent strike,” and so forth. 

So I told him I Avas going to read it off to the men and he says, 
“I know you can read that letter,” and I said, “If I read it I have 
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got to submit my rosigiiatioii,” and he says, “All right, yon can 
explain it. ’ There are a lot of letters here from individual members,” 
so I asked him to name one and he named a fellow by the name of 
Fishman, who was a stooge from San Francisco—was traveling 
between San Francisco and San Pedro at the time. 

So Joe and I ironed that out. He said as far as he was concerned 
the ci'edentials still stood, but tliat he was in trouble in New York 
and he wanted a resolution from the men in San Pedro endorsing 
him again and that I was to send the resolution to Stuyvesant High 
School on Fifteenth Street, which was done. Then the east coast 
men—thv^y were in meeting at the time and I brought up the tele¬ 
phone conversation and read it to them. So they definitely threw 
New York overboard at that time themselves in a body and we 
elected our own negotiating committee and I was told to go to San 
Francisco and regardless of Bi’idges or an^^body else negotiate con¬ 
tracts for them, which was done, although they stayed out on strike 
for several days after the strike was over. 

]\Ir. Lynch. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

The CiiAiR^MAN. Do you have any questions? 

Mr. Ma^fthews. I have one or two matter here, ^Ir. Chairman. 

Mr. Innes, did vou ever hear that Communist Partv members of 
the crews on American ships had thrown the ship libraries over¬ 
board so as to compel the crew to read only Communist Party 
literature? 

]\lr. Innes. I know of several instances where that happened on 
freighters that were going—on two or three ships. The ship libraries 
would be in little chests, and they would be thrown overboard. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. I have here a copy of the Daily AVorker for Thurs¬ 
day. ^lay 30. 1035. There is a column entitled “Party Life.” It is 
by the centi'al organization department and there appears a letter 
entitled: ‘Amyage Letter, Activities Aboard Ship 'Building the 
Pai'ty,” and a portion of that letter reads: 

S and I threw the .ship’s library (►vei'hoard. Tliey are now devoted to reading 
“red” literature. 

Mr. ^Maitjiews. I ask that that be marked in evidence for the 
record. 

The Chairman. It is so ordered. 

(The Daily Worker referred to by Mr. Matthews was marked 
as “Innes Exhibit No. 2” and made a part of the record.) 

Mr, ^Iatthews. You have known of similai* instances, have you^ 
Innes. Yes. sii*. 

Ml-. ^MAYriiEws. Do you know whether or not there was a marine 
training school ojierated by the Communist Party for seamen Air 
Innes? ‘ ‘ ’ 

Air. Innes. Yes, sir. There is and still is, I believe, in upper New 
York State. 

Air. AIatthews. In the AVashington Post, AVashington, D. C., for 
Saturday, November 6, 1937, there appears an article entitled : “Soviet 
Camjj in United States Ti aining Red Seamen,” and there is a repro¬ 
duction of a subscription blank for Red Annapolis, and the blank 
reads: 

Develop marine lea<lers, .$1. Rilh'd th(» Mai'in(‘ Training School, Waterfront 
Section, Coinmimi.st Party, 35 East Twelfth Street, New York City, 
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and there is a picture of the hammer and sickle, with a picture of a 
semnan superimposed on the hammer and sickle. You knew about 
this school did you? 

Mr. Innes. That school is at Camp- 

Mr. Matthews. Nitdiget, N. Y. ? 

Mr. Innes. That is where it is at. 

]Mr. Matthews. Was the existence of this school generally known? 

Mr. Innes. It was common knowledge after those tickets were on 
sale around the front; yes, sir; but you had to be recommended by 
a party faction to go to it. 

Mr. IMatthews. Did you know that Joseph Curran, when he was 
on the stand before this committee, testified that he did not know of 
this training school? 

IMr. Innes. I did not know that, but I don’t know why he shouldn’t, 
because the delegates of the union were openly selling the blanks up 
and down the sti'eets, and in fact union officials were buying the 
blanks—had to buy them. 

]\Ir. Lynch. Did you refer a few moments ago to somebody going 
up to a certain school for training? 

Mr. Innes. I know several who went there. 

Mr. Lynch. This fellow named Stein, was it? 

Mr. Innes. No; Meyers went to that school, and a fellow by the 
name of Saunders from Philadelphia went to the school. 

iNIr. VooRHis. Went to this school where? In New York? 

IMr. Innes. In New York; yes. sir; up in New York State. 

The Chairman. Any other questions, gentlemen ? 

IMr. Thomas. IMr, Chairman, Mr. Innes, you said that libraries, 
the books of the libraries, were thrown overboard, and all they had 
to read then was the Communist literature. You mean to infer that 
those libraries contained Communist literature as well as other 
literature? 

Mr. Innes. No, sii*; I did not mean to infer that, if I did. The 
American IMerchant IMarine Library Association in New Yoi-k at the 
start of every voyage of a vessel puts aboard several chests of books, 
according to how long the voyage is going to take, and you most 
assuredly won*t find any Communist literature in them. But the 
Communist Party members, in accordance with their instructions that 
were put out by the Communist Party for party work aboard a ship— 
there was a pamphlet—I have seen a copy of it, where the Com¬ 
munist Party members before they sailed are duty bound to go to 
the waterfront fraction headquaiders and pick up party literature 
which they carry aboard the ship and put it in their lockers. 

The last ship I made to China our forecastle was full of it until 
we caught up with it and caught up with the guy that was putting 
it out, and we cleaned out his locker and dumped it overboard. If 
you walked out in the recreation room or alleyway you find the 
kickers, and on the bulletin board you find the clippings, and on the 
mess table you find the pamphlets. AYell, fellows going on a 35-day 
run from New York to Port Said with nothing to read—it gets 
monotonous—and after awhile they will read anything they get their 
hands on. 

IMr, VooRHis. Take a ship where, for example, the library is dumped 
overboard, what percentage of that crew would be Communist Party 
members ? 
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'Sh. Ix XEs. Well, you wonklii^ need but one in a small crew. 

]Mr. VooKiiis, AVliat would tlie rest of them think about it? 

]\Ir. IxNES. Well, I don't know whether the Congressman knows 
how it works aboard one of those particular ships, the type I am talk¬ 
ing about. We will say foi* instance a motor ship with six men in 
the engine room and thi-ee on deck and you would oidy have four 
of those men u]) at the same time, and at night it is easy for the 
men when everybody is asleep to come back and scatter anything 
they want to around the ship and you never know where it comes 
from. 

The (hiAiK.^iAx. What peiventage of the men working in the Amer¬ 
ican ]Merchant ]\Iai-ine do you estimate are Communist? 

]\Ir. IxxEs. The ])ercentage of men in the Merchant ilarine? 

The CiiAiK3iAx. Yes. 

]\Ir. Ixxp:s. If you have got ten percent you have got a pretty tall 
figure, but now the Communists have control of the unions by flooding 
the unions with young men just getting out of school. 

The CiiAiiaiAX. In your opinion what percentage of the leadership 
is (Ymmunist? 

^Ir. Inxes. The leadership is 90 to 95 ])ercent and in some ports 
100 percent. 

The CiiAimiAX. In other words, here is a gi'oup with a small 
minority in its membership that have managed in one way or another 
to gain control over the organizations, is that right I 

Mr. IxxEs. That is correct. They maintain their control throimh 
their domination of the shore-side meetings. Xow, there used to be 
provisions in the union constitutions, but I understand they are not 
there any inoi'e and when they ai'e they are not strictly enforced, 
that a man on the beach ovei- G months had to retire from tlie union. 
Well, under your union membei‘ship you can attend to meeting any¬ 
where in the country that you want to where the union maintains 
an office. Thei'e is nothing to ])revent the party with 25 men in 
Baltimore and 25 in Marcus Hook, and 25 or 50 in Philadelphia and 
Boston to hire a bus and pay for that whole works and come into 
Xew York and attend a meeting thei'e together with the party frac¬ 
tion there and actually control the meeting of bona fide members 
with union books, because the majority of men, after they come from 
a trip, they won't go near the union Inill anyway. 

Mr. Voopjiis. Do you mean there is nothing to prevent a fellow 
whose home ])oit is Baltimore from attendino- a meetino* in XeAV 
York? 

ill*. IxxEs. Anywhere he wants to his union book is good—it is 
good anywhere in the country. 

ilr. V ooRHis. Is that a part of the constitution ? 

Mr. Ixx'^ES. Yes. sii*: there is no such thing as a local. Wherever 
I drop my hat I can go in there. There is nothing to stop me. 

The CiiAiioiAx. Is that all? 

ilr. VooRiiis. That is all as fai* as I am concerned. 

The CiiAiRMAx. The committee will recess until Wednesday morn¬ 
ing at 10 o’clock. 

(AVhereupon at 2:30 p. m.. the heai’ing was adjoui*ned until 10 
a. m., Wednesday, May 8, 1040.) 
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INVESTIGATIOX OF UX-AMEEICAN PROPAGAXDA 
ACTIYITIES IX THE EXITED STATES 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 1940 


Hoi^se of Representatives, 

CoismiTTEE ON Un-American Activities, 

'Washington^ D, 0, 

The coniinittee met at 10 a. m., lion. Martin Dies (chairman) 
presiding. 

The Chairman. The Chair announces a committee composed of 
Mr. A'oorhis, ]Mr. Dempsey, ISIr. Casey, "Sir, Thomas, and tlie chair- 
]nan. 

As I understand the first witness is ilr. Quill. Please come around, 
Mr. Quill. But may I say to you gentlemen first, that the committee 
is faced vyith this situation: 

AVe haye seyei*al yotes on the floor of the House this morning, one 
yote immediately upon the conyening of the House. In addition 
to that the agricultural appropriation bill is coming up. There are 
some 18 or 19 matters in the transportation bill tomorrow. AYe will 
do the best we can, but we will have to interrupt these proceedings 
from time to time because members of the committee will hav^e to be 
on the floor of the House to vote. I am afraid we will have that 
all this week to contend with. 

Howev’er, you gentlemen are here and we will do the best we can. 
It is possible we will hav^e to go to the floor of the House and suspend 
proceedings here. It is going to make it rather inconv^enient for 
ev’erybody but I know of nothing else w^e can do. 

All right, ]Mr. Quill, will you stand and be sworn? 

TESTIMONY OE MICHAEL J. OUILL 

The Chairman. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

iMr. Quile. I do. 

The CiiAiRT^iAN. Hav^e a seat, Air. Quill. You are Mr. Quill’s 
attorney (addressing Harry Sacher) ? 

Air. Sacher, Yes; I am. 

The CuAncviAN. AAliat is your name? 

Air. Sacher. Harry Sacher. 

The Chairman. You reside in Xew Y^ork? 

Air. Sacher. I am from Xew YYrk, 842 Aladison Avenue, Xew 
Y"ork City. 

The (hiAiRMAN. All right. Air. Alatthews, you may proceed with 
the examination. 

Air. AI.\tthews. Air. Quill, will you please give your full name 
for the record ? 
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Mr. Quill. Michael J. Quill. 

]\Ir. JIatthews. AYheTe were you born ? 

]\Ir. Quill. I was born in County Kerryj Ireland. 

Mr. Matthews. When? 

iVIr. Quill. In 1905, September. 

Mr. Matthews. What was the date? 

]\Ir. Quill. September 18, I am told. 

M]\ Matthews. September 18, 1905? 

Mr. Quill. That is right. 

aSIr. Matthews. What is your present occupation? 

Mr. Quill. President of the Transport Workers Union of America. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you please state briefly the crafts covered by 
this union? 

Mr. Quill. We are not a craft organization; we are an industrial 
union of employees of all passenger transpoilation in and around 
cities throughout the United States. 

Mr. Matthews. What occupations are included in your industrial 
organization ? 

Mr. Quill. We take in bus di’ivers. taxi diivers, maintenance men, 
subway motormen, streetcar conductors, track structure—drainage 
department. All the various departments of transit. 

Mr. Dempsey. ]\Ir. IMatthews, will you ask Mr. Quill in connection 
with the subway motormen, those belonging to the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers? 

Mr. Quill. The motormen of the B. ]M. T. system aie not in our 
organization; motormen of all other systems are. 

Mr. Dempsey. They are with the Brotherhood of Locomotive En¬ 
gineers ? 

Mr. Quill. That is light. 

Mr. Matthews. How any members ai*e there in the dh’ansport 
Workers Union ? 

Mr. Quill. We have under contract in Ncav York some 44,000 mem¬ 
bers. Throughout the United States, in and around New York, we 
have the remainder of around about 85 to 90. 

iMr. Casey. I did not understand how many in New York? 

Mr. Quill. 44,000 members under contract in New York City, sir. 

Sir. Casey. How many country-wide? 

Mr. Quill. lioughl}^ 50,000 througliout the Ignited States. 

Mr. Casey. That is the total figure, 50,000 ? 

Mr. Quill. The total figure would be about eighty-six to eighty- 
seven thousand members. 

Mr. jSIatthews. What is the affiliation of the Transport Workers 
Union ? 

Mr. Quill. We are affiliated with the Congress for Industrial Or¬ 
ganizations. 

Mr. Matthews. How long have you been president of the Transport 
Workers Union ? 

Mr. Quill. Since 193G in January. 

Mr. Matthews. January 193G? 

iMr. Quill. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Who was your predecessoi' as president of the 
Transport Workers Union? 

Mr. Quill. There was no elected pi’cdecessor ahead f)f me in the 
Transport Workers Union. 
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]\rr. Maitiiews. Was there a i)resi(lent of the Transport Workers 
Union ? 

Mr. Quiix. Yes; there was a president in name. 

Mr. Matthews. ^Vhat was his name^ 

]Mr. Quile. He was yonr stool pigeon. Yon hronglit him in here a 
week ago. 

The CiiAiKMAX. Now, let ns have an nnderstanding about this- 

]Mr. Quill. All right, sir, we will have it. 

The Ciiair:max. Yon aie to answer the questions. 

^Ir. Quill. All right. 

The Chaikwan. Responsively. M'lum a question is asked you 
answer the question. 

Mr. Quill. All right, I will do that. 

The Chairman. There is no occasion for anything but a courteous 
and agreeable examination here if you will just answer the questions. 

^Ir. Quill. I ex))ect. Mr. Chairman, that will go both ways. 

The Chairman. We will determine the questions with reference to 
procedure. 

iNlr. Tho.mas. ilr. Chairman, before we proceed I think that that 
last statement of Mr. Quill's slionld be stricken from the record— 
that this committee liad a stool jiigeon. There is no place for tliat 
in the record. The committee hasn't had any stool pigeons at any 
time. 

Mr. Quili.. 'Well, Avould you change the name to ‘dunatic” ? 

The Chairman. Now, you are not called upon to volunteer your 
opinions. Proceed. 

Mr. Thomas. Just a minute. I want to know whether the com¬ 
mittee— 

The Chairman. Let us take that up later. Go ahead; proceed. 
As far as 1 am concerned, I don’t caie whether it is in the record 
or out. Go ahead. 

Mr. i\lATTHEws. Are you a member of the governing body of the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations? 

ilr. Quiix. Yes; I am a member of the national board for the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations. 

Mr. Matthews. When you were elected president of the Transport 
Workers’ Union in January 19:56 were you elected without oppo¬ 
sition ? 

Mr. Quill. I was; yes. 

Mr. ^Iaithews. At the present time you are 31 years of age; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Quill. I am almost in September. 

Mr. Matthews. Have you seen an article in the magazine Frida}" 
for March 22. 1940, Mr. Quill, about the Transport AVorkers’ Union 
and yourself^ 

Mr. Quill. I don’t remember the article that you speak of, al¬ 
though I read the magazine Friday. It is possible that I have 
seen it. 

Mr. Maithews. I show you a copy of Friday magazine dated 
March 22, 19-10, volume 1, Xo, 2—an article beginning on page 9 of 
this i.^sue. Have you seen this article? 

(Handing magazine to the witness.) 
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Mr. Quill. Yes; I have seen that article. That is the one where 
the picture and the name of Laura LaAv is on the front page that you 
havenT investigated yet. 

The Ciiaiu:max. All rigid; canT you answer the question? 

jNIr. Quill. I am answering too well. 

The Chairman. You have asked the right to be heard here. 

Mr. Quill. Of course I have asked the right to be heard, and as 
an American I have a right to be heard. 

The Chair:man. You have asked for that right and you are going 
to show ordinary re.spect for this committee. 

INIr. Quill. I have respecd for the committee, but I have no respect 
for the stool pigeons of tliis committee. Yon don't want to hear the 
truth. 

Mr. Thomas. Tie doesn't want to be heard. 

iSIr. Qlull. I insist on getting my side into the record. 

The Chairman. There is no need to continue with this man. He 
came here with the pui'pose of trying to insult the committee. I have 
a speech you made in New York in which you attacked the chairman 
of this committee and the committee as stool pigeons. That is the 
respect yon have for this committee. I thought you wanted to come 
here and give the committee the benefit of any information you might 
have. 

Mr. Quill. I want to be lieai’d. 

The Chair:man. And it is veiy evident- 

]\Ir. Quill. You don't want to get my story in the record. You 
are afraid to hear tlie truth. 

Mr. Casey. Let ns see if we can proceed with the questions and 
answers. I think Ave Avill get much further that w(\y. 

Mr. Sacher. May I make a suggestion, ^Ir. Chairman, that I think 
will prove heljiful to the committee. I think if yon will permit Mr. 
Quill to make a statement of his side of the case and reserve ques¬ 
tions for cross examination perhaps yon Avill expedite the hearing. 

The Chairman. We have a rule that does not permit ns to do that. 
We have not accorded that privilege to any other witness and we are 
not going to make any exception here at this time. 

Noav, the questions Avill be a.sked him and there is no reason Avhy 
this witness cannot ansAver the questions without indulging in per¬ 
sonal attacks and Amlunteering statements. 

He Avonld not undertake to do that nor would you pejanit him to 
do that in a court, AAmuld you? 

:sir. Sacher. If Mr. Quill can get the assurance that ({uestions or 
no questions he Avill get an adequate opportunit}^ to present his side 
of the case- 

The Chairman. This committee has afforded every Avitness— 

]Mr. Sacher. And I think iMr. Quill Avill act accordingly. 

The Chairman. This committee has accorded eA^ery witness Avho 
has appeared before it the ]irivilege of stating his side of the case. 
In fact Ave Iiuat been overindulgent. We haA^e permitted them to say 
things and enjo}" a latitude that they couldn’t enjoy in any court in 
the land. 

iNIr. Sacher. That Ave are impressed Avith- 

The Chairman. It is a simple proposition. This Avitness wants to 
be heard and if he is Avilling to ansAver the questions specifically and 
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to show some de^i'ce of courtesy, that is one thin^; but if he is Roing 
to peisist ill his present attitude, so far as I am conceiaied, as chair¬ 
man of the committee, I decdine to liear him. That is all there is to it. 
I don't care who he is or anything else. He owes res]iect to this com¬ 
mittee. Whethei* he likes the individual members is another matter 
and immaterial to most of the members and immaterial so far as I 
am concerned. But we certainly have given him a fair proposition. 
If he wants to be heard, we siinply ask that he answer the questions 
responsively and courteously; and if he has an explanation that he 
wants to otfei' in connection with any question or any answer where 
an explanation is in order, the Chair will grant him that opportunity. 

Hr. Quill. Pi ovided I get that opportunity then we will go ahead. 

The Chairivtan. You are not going to assume that attitude. You 
are going to answer questions propounded to 3 ^ 011 . If in the course of 
the examination the necessitv for an explanation arises, the chairman 
will give you the privilege of making that explanation. The com¬ 
mittee wants to be perfectly fair with 3 ^ 011 . Do 3^11 think we can 
proceed on that basis? 

Hr. Sacher. I think so. 

Hr. Dempsey. In addition to that I think if there have been any 
statements made hei-e reflecting upon ]\Ir. Quill, I think he should 
have the right to make a proper explanation but it must be in proiier 
form. 

The Chairman. But the hearing must proceed b 3 " questions and 
answers for the present. 

The rule of the committee has been without exception that every 
witness answer questions and does not volunteer statements. That 
rule came into existence at the insistence of the members. The ques¬ 
tion now is whether that procedure will be followed in the case of 
this man or whether an exception is to be made. As far as the Chair 
is concerned, this man should be dealt with exactly as everyone 
else. All right, proceed. We will tiy it again. 

]Mi*. Hattiieavs. Hr. Quill, 3^011 stated that 3^011 had seen this 
article in the Fridav magazine on page 11 . The author of the 
article describes vou as ‘The first and only president of the Transport 
Wo]'kei‘s’ Union.'’ Is that an incorrect statement? 

Quill. That is a true statement. 

]\Ir. Haithews. You have alreadv testified, I believe, that Mr. 
Thomas Humphrey O'Shea was 3 ’our predecessor as president of 
the Transport Workers’ Union? 

]\rr. Quill. As president in name only. He was never elected 
l)v the membership. 

'Mv. ^Matthews. I did not ask you whether or not he was elected. 

]\rr. Quill. I thought 3^011 wouldn’t. 

]Mr. 'Matthews. But whether or not he was president. 

Hr. Dempsey. Xow, ]\fr. ^Matthews, if he wasn’t elected I think 
he should say .^o. If this other man had not been duly elected I 
think it is all right for the record to show that. 

]Mr. Haithews. The othei* man testified that he was not elected but 
that he was appointed by the Communist Part 3 ^ as president of the 
union. 

The Chairman. All right, let us proceed. 

Hr. Hatthews. Again in this article on page 11, it is stated that 
3 'ou are 3G ye^vs of age. That is an incorrect statement? 
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i\Ir. Quirl. That is incorrect. 

INIr. Matthews. When did you join the Transport Workers’ 
Union ? 

Mr. QtTiLL. In the month of May 1933. We formed tlie first small 
group. It wasn’t a union at the time. We didn’t even name it. 

]\Ir. Matthews. What was your position in the union prior to your 
assumption of the presideiic}^? 

Mr. QtJiLL. I was a member of the governing body of that small 
group called the ‘‘delegates’ council.” 

]VIr. jMatthews. Was that the only office you held up until the 
time you were elected president in Januai'y 1936? 

Mr. Quill. That Avas the only office; yes. 

]Mr. Matttieavs. The author of the article referred to, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, is Ruth McKenney, one of the editors of the XeAv Masses. 

Mr. Quill, you sent greetings to Friday magazine ]mblished in this 
issue, did you not? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. 

JNIr. Matthews. Do you i-ecall sending the greetings? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. On page 21 there appears a greeting from IMichael 
Quill, president of the Transport Workers' Union of Xew York 
City, and also a greeting from Rockwell Kent, of the American 
Artists’ Congress, and Joe Curren, president of the Xational Mari¬ 
time Union, Xew York City: one from Marc Blitzstein, and one or 
two others. 

On page 22 of the magizine appears the statement- 

]\[r. Sacher. Just a moment, Mr Chairman. May I interrupt, 
Mr. Chairman, and ask the same limitations be placed around the 
examiner that are placed around the Avitness? 

The Chairmax. To ask questions? 

Mr. S ACHEiL Mr. INIattheAvs made a statement of people who Avere 
thei-e. That is not testimony, and I request that that be stricken 
from the record. 

The Chairman. Confine the examination to questions. All right, 
let us proceed. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did you notice on page 22 of this issue of Friday 
magazine the folloAving statement: 

AVe are pretty proud of our two cartoonists. Fred Ellis and Bill flropper. 

Mr. Quill. Xo: I did not notice that. 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. Yon knoAV that Fred Ellis and Bill Cropper are 
A^ery Avell-knoAvn Communist cartoonists, do you not? 

Mr. Quill. I don't knoAv any of the tAvo people that you mention. 

]\[r. INIattheavs. You mean you do not knoAv them ])ersonally or do 
not knoAv them by re})utation ? 

JNIr. Quill. I do not knoAv them personally or by re|)utation. 
I have been too busy in the last 5 years to go snooping around looking 
for people. 

Mr. iNlATTTHEAA^s. I offer this copy of Friday magazine and ask that 
it be marked in eAudence as an exhibit. 

The Ciiairaian. It Avill be received. 

(The document referred to by Mr. Matthews Avas marked 
*‘Quill Exhibit No. 1,” and made a part of the record.) 
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Mr. MAl'^HE^v.s. Mr. Quill, before you came to the United States 
were you enlisted in the 1. K. A. ? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. 

Mr. ^lAmiEWs. Did you see active service? 

Mr. Quill. J did. 

Mr. Maitiiews. Bearing aims? 

^Ii’. Quill. Yes. 

]\Ir. MA'rniEws. In the I. It. A. ? 

Mr. Quill. That is ri^ht. 

Mr. Matthews. What were tlie dates of your service? 

Mr. Qi ILL. I joined tlie Irisli Kepublican Army in the month of 
November 1920. 1 was ti*ansferred to the Irish Republican Army, to 
the active service, from the Boy Scout movement. 1 joined in the 
niontli of November 1920. I saw service until July 11, 1921. I fought 
in the civil war startino- in 1922 that ended on the 28th of xVpril 
1928. 

Mr. Mai'thkws. You were 15 years of age at the time of your enlist¬ 
ment ? 

Mr. Quill. I was 15 years of age at the time; that is right. 

Ml*. AIatihews. And were you wounded in action? 

Mr. Quill. No; I was not Avoimded in action by a gunshot. I hurt 
my left hip joint in the winter of 1920 while in active service. 

Mr. Matthews. I show you a cojiy of a membership book of the 
Trans])oi‘i Mh)rkei*s Union. Have you ever seen one of tiiese books? 

(Handing document to witness.) 

ill*. Qi iix. Yes. 

JNIr. Matthews. You have seen one of these books. Mr. Quill? 

Mr. Quill. That is rigiit: I have. 

Mr. Matthews. You can identify that as an authentic copy, can 
yon. of a membership book? 

Ml*. Quill. If you will .show me the front page I may be able to do 
that. 

Mr. Matthews. **Trans|jort IVorkers I^nion Independent, New 
York City.“ 

Mr. Quill. That is right. 

Mi-. ^Iatthews. This book has already been marked in evidence 
as “() Shea PAliibit No. !(>.'* The book is made out in the name of 
]\1. J. McNichols and is signed -^Thomas H. O'Shea, president; Austin 
Hogan, secretary.'* 

Mr. Sactieil What is the date of that? 

Mr. Maithews. The date of the book is August 28, 1934. You 
know Mr. Hogan, do you. ^Ir. Quill? 

Mr. Quill. Austin Hogan; yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. AVhat was his name when you first knew him? 

Mr. Quill. IVlien I first knew him his name was Dilloughry. 

^Ir. Matthews. Was it Austin Dilloughry or Gustave ? 

Mr. Qunx. Gus Dilloughry. 

Mr. Matthews. Gus Dilloughry? 

^Ir. Quill. That is right. 

.Mr. Maujiiews. D-i-l-l-oui-g-h-r-y ? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. He changed his name the same as ]Mr. Thomas 
Parnell Feeney, et cetera, but tor a different purpose. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. I shoAv you a photostatic copy of a page from the 
Transport IVorkers* Bulletin for March 1. 1936, page 4. Can you 
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iclentif}^ that as a true photostatic copy of a page of the bulletin of 
the Transport Workers’ Union? 

[Handing exhibit to the witness.] 

^Ir. Quill. Yes; I am sure I can. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. This has already been marked in evidence as 
‘^O’Shea Exhibit Xo. 17.” Can j^ou identify these as the officers of 
the union in 11)36, Mr. Quill ? 

Mr. Quill. Yes; just a moment, that is correct. 

i\lr. ^Matthews Austin Hogan was general secretary of the union 
at that time; is that correct? 

Mr. Quill. That is right. 

Mr, Matthews. Is Austin Hogan still an official of the Transport 
Woi'kers’ Union ? 

Mr. Quill. He is president of the Xew York local—that is the 
greater New York area of the Transport Workers’ Union. 

jNIr. Matthews. At this time, in jMarcli 1936, Thomas H. O’Shea 
was a business agent of the union. That is also correct; is it not? 

(No answer.) 

ill*. Matthews. You have identified this. Would you like to look 
at it again ? 

Mr, Quill. Yes; that is all right. 

jMr. Matthews. Was John Santo also a business agent of the union 
at that time? 

iMr. Quill. That is right. 

iMr. ilATTHEws. Is John Santo still an official of the Transport 
Workers’ Union? 

Mr. Quill. John Santo is secretary-treas\irer of the Transport 
Workers’ Union. 

Mr. Matthews. That is for the International ? 

Mr. Quill. For tlie International; yes. 

iMr. ]\1 atthews. Do you knoAv John Santo as a member of the 
Communist Party? 

^Ir. Quill. No; I do not know John Santo as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr, ^Matthews. Do you Imow him by reputation as a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr, Quill. No; I do not, except by the word of stool pigeons. 

INlr. ]\lAT'rHEws. Do you know Austin Hogan, by reputation or 
otherwise, as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Quill. I do not know Austin Hogan to be a member of the 
Communist Party by reputation or otherwise. 

Mr. Matthtews. I will show you a photostatic copy of a portion of 
a page from the Daily AVorker of June 1, 1934. Do you recall ever 
having seen this particular copy of the Daily AVorker? 

[Handing paper to the witness.] 

Mr. Quill. No; I do not. 

j\Ir. AIatthews. Do you know whether or not there was a meeting 
for the Irish-American workers in Irving Plaza in May —May 31, 
1934—at which meeting Sean JNIurray spoke? 

Air. Casey. Sean Alurray? 

Air. Quii>l. No; I don't recall that meeting. 

Air. AIa^fthews. In the article which has already been introduced 
as an exhibit in the record of the hearings of this committee, O'Shea 
Exhibit No. 7, there appears this statement: 
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Sean ^IniTay, general secretary of tJie Ii-ish Cominnnist Party, 
Avas the speaker at this gathering, and tlie statement to which I re- 
feri’ed follows: ‘’Eai'l lh’owdei% secretary of the Communist Party in. 
this country, g]-eeted Comi-ade ^Murray and pledged solidarity with 
the Irish workei-s.” Did you ever hear of that paiticular occasion 
Avhen Mr. Prowder greeted Mr. Murray^ 

Mr. QinuL. Xo; 1 never heard of that pai’ticnlar occasion. 

Mr. ]\LvniiEws. And following in the same article there appears the 
statement: “Austin Hogan, active in the Irish AVorkers Club of this 
city, spoke and sang old ti'aditional songs of Ireland. Charles Krum- 
bein and Chai les Xewell also spoke.’’ 

Did iNlr. Hogan evei- tell you about speaking and singing at any 
meeting which was addressed by Earl Prowder? 

Mr, Demvsey. Xow, ^Ir. Chairman, I don’t see any objection to 
singing Irish songs any place you want to sing them. He has a 
perfect light to sing Irish songs. 

]\lr. Qi ILL. 1 didn’t knoAv that Mr. Hogan Avas a singer. 

Mr. Dempsey. IVell, most Irish are, I think. 

Qiull. We haA’e many (|nalities in our executive board, I see. 

The CirAiioiAX. All right. 

Mattiieavs. He neA’cr told you about such a meeting? 

Mr. QriLL. He nevei- told me he sang at the meeing; no. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. Or Avhere he spoke Avith Earl ProAvder and Sean 
Murray? 

^Ir. Quill. Xo: he neATr did. 

Mr. .MAuriiEAvs. Under the auspices of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Qiull. Xo: ncATr mentioned it to me. 

Mr. ^Matfueavs. In the Daily Worker for June 11, 1934, Mr. Quill, 
there a})peai*s an article headed Trade Union in Action to Aid 
Thahnann,” and at the end of this article appears the following 
.statement: 

Thf* delegation lias been elected by the T. U. U. C. to present this demand to 
the German consulate. The delegation consists of the following workers— 

And among those named is rl. Santo. AVei*e you cATr acquainted 
with the T. U. U. C. or the Ti-ade Union Unity Council ? 

]\lr. Quill. I am sori-y. ]Mr. ^MattheAAs, but I only speak good Eng¬ 
lish and you are s])eaking Greek and German to me now. If you 
are intere.sted in Thahnann, go ahead and ask the German GoA^ern- 
ment about him. I knoAv nothing about the meeting that you speak 
of or tlie article that you speak of. 

Mr. ]Mattiteavs. I am asking you noAV about the Ti ade Union Unity 
Council. 

3Ir. Quill. I know nothing about the Trade Union Unity Council. 
I have no connection with them. I don’t knoAV them. 

Ml’. Mattiieavs. Did you catt hear ^h\ Santo sjieak on any of the 
Communist affiliations ? 

Ml*. Qiul. 1 never heard ]\Ir, Santo sjieak of communism or Com¬ 
munist affiliations. 

Ml*. ^Iattiiews. Put you do knoAv that the Trade Union Unity Coun¬ 
cil Avas under the control of th(‘ Communist Party, do you not? 

Ml-. Quill. 1 do not knoAv anything about the Trade Union Unity 
Council, 

Mr. Mattiieavs. The article to Avhich reference has been made has 
already been introduced as O'Shea Exhibit Xo. 18 in the record of the 
hearings of this committee. 
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Mr. ChairmaiR I have here a document headed “District 2 Control 
Tasks Ado]Dted at Enlarged District Committee Meeting, March 8^ 
1936,” which is an eight-page document, setting forth the work of the 
Communist Party in district 2, which has been identified before this 
committee as tlie New York district. 

On page 7 of tliis document tliere a])pears a list of the comrades 
who are designated as district “reps.," meaning repi-esentatives, in the 
29 sections of the Communist Party in district 2. 

Now, ]\Ir. Quill, the person set'doAvn in this document as the dis¬ 
trict representative for the Communist Party for section 22, district 
2, is Santo. Do you know whetlier or not John Santo was ever a 
district representative of section 22 of the Communist Party for the 
city of New York? 

Mr. Quill. No. To my knowledge John Santo had no connec¬ 
tion then or now with the Communist Party, and I challenge any 
agenc}^ of the Federal Government to show one line of documentary 
evidence that any membei* of the Transport Workers’ Union is con¬ 
nected with the Communist Party. 

Mi\ Matthews. Mr. Chairman, here i,s documentary evidence and 
I ask it be offered in evidence as an exhibit. 

]\Ir. Quill. Sir. Chairman, before it is offered I want him to show 
it in Avriting because he does not have one line—this is a lot of stool- 
pigeon bunk. 

INIr. Matttieavs. All right. 

Jlr. Quill. I want to get that in the record. 

The Chairman. Are you going to comply in some degree of courtesy 
in connection with this committee or are you going to continue in such 
outbursts ? 

iNIr. Quill. T am going to defend my organization from slanderous 
attacks. If there is one line of documentary evidence, I want it shown. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Casey. What is that document ? 

The Chairman. He has an attorney here. If the attorney wants 
to object to the document, he may do so. It has not been received 
in evidence yet. 

(Mr. Matthews handing ])aper to jNIr. Casey.) 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. IMr. Quill, on page 1 of the document in question, 
from AAdiich I have just taken a reference to Santo, there appears the 
folloAA ing statement: 

Especially did we make headway in the trade-union field of the concentration 
indnstri('s, sncdi as Alarine, where the influence of onr party Avas extended 
considerably, and the rank aial fl’e ni'weinent is deveh»ping most rapidly: in 
Traction, Avhere the union, built and lead b.v onr comrades, has ,2:rown to the 
stren^cth of o.OOO members, and now being' in the A. F. of L., stands out as the 
only trade-union recognized by the workers in the entire industry. 

Noav, in 1936, did the Ti'an,spoil Workers’ Union have approxi¬ 
mately 5,000 members? 

^Ii*. Quill. No. 

Mr. ]\fATTiiEAvs. Hoav many members did it have? 

Mr. Quili^. In 1936 aag didn’t have dues-paying members more 
than 1,100. 

Mr. Matttieavs. Wliat other classes of members did you have than 
dues-paying members ? 
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Mr. Quill. Borderline people who were hvnipathetic—who weic 
wiiitiiiii: to iret a little wanner to jump in. 

Mr. ^Iattiilws. Inclndinir tliem, how many membei’s did yon have? 

^fr. Quii.L. Oh, 1 woiddn‘t put it more than 1,500. 

^ir. ^Mathilws. In this eo])y of Friday magazine, which has al¬ 
ready been marked in evidence, tbe author, Ruth McKenney. states 
(m ])a^e 10 : 

In laaf) 3Iiko ijnill added up :L:‘>U0 on tin' ineini»ership rolls. 

Is that an untrue statement ? 

Mr. Quill. I don't know Ruth ^NIcKennev and slie is not a member 
of our oi‘^anization and we take no i’es|)onsibilit 3 ^ for this papei*. 

]\rr. ^Iattiilws. I am askinit you about the fact. 

]\Ir. Quill. That is not true. 

.Mr. Maitiilws. ddiat is not true? 

.Mr. Quilt.. Xo. 1 would ap])reciat(‘ oettin^* a look at this docu¬ 
ment if yon don't mind. 

^Matthews. Sure. 

(HaTulinir document to the Avitness.) 

Mr. Quill. I would like to .^ee ^Ir. Santo's handwriting. This, 
Mr. Chairman, is a typewritten) oi* mimeographed pi'opaganda sheet. 
MT have no (‘onnection with it. MT don't knoAV anything* about it. 

]\Ir. Saciilil rday I see that a moment, please? 

The CiiAimiAX. All riglit. 

]\Ir. Saciiek. There is a “Santo" on this ])a]ier which does not 
seem to be anything. There is no identification. There are a million 
^\^!intos” in the woi'ld. 

Mr. Tiio:uas. 1 suggest we sus|)end foi’ a fcAV minutes until the 
chairman comes back. 

Ml'. Dezmcsey. Xo; go ahead. 

Mr. Tuo:\r.\s. Ai'e you going to act as the chairman ? 

Mr. I)L:MrsEY. 1 agree Avith the attorney and T agree with him that 
does not prove that is John Santo. 

]\Ir. ]'>lATTnEAVS. Xone of th(^ fir.^t names are set foiih here. 

Mr. Di{::MrsEY. I don't think you can identify Jolm Santo as the 
man 3*011 ai*e talking about. 

}kh\ ^[attiieavs. Mr. Santo lias been identified b}* six Avitnesses 
wlio have ap])eared befoiv this committee as a district organizer for 
the Communist Fai'ty and this is only otl'ered foi* substantiation by 
asking Mr. Quill if he is aAvare of this fact. 

Mr. Dempsey. Tie can state Avliether he AA'as aAvare of it but T don’t 
see hoAV yon can identifv it as the ])articular man. Would 3*011 tell 
us Avhere the docnmrnt came from? 

Mr. MA'rriiEAA*s. Yes; this document is from files of the Workers 
Alliance of X"eAV York City and beai'S the signature at the u])|)er 
left hand coiaier of S. Wiesman. It is eithei- *AV-e-i'' or ‘AY-i-e.” I 
am not sni'e Avhich. Avho has been identified before this committee 
as a memhe]' of the Communist Partv and formerly head of the 
Unemployment (knincils of XYav York Cit 3 * and later connected Avith 
the AVorkers Alliance. This signature has been checked with letters 
signed bA^ ]\fr. Wiesman. 

iVIr. Demf.sey. That is all right. 

Mr. Quill. I ask a question ? 

n4i»:n — ) 0 — voi. L‘i - 2 s 
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:\rr. Casey. One moment. I think the only possible use that docu¬ 
ment can have with respect to ^Ir. Quill here is not that it should 
be inti'oduced in evidence because there is no foundation laid for it 
bein^ introduced in evidence. If there is some cpiestion that you 
wish to ask and use it for the purpose of contradicting the witness, 
I think that is perfectly pro])er to use it for that purpose, but cer¬ 
tainly the witness cannot be charged with res]xmsibility for a docu¬ 
ment which he denies knowino- the existence of or which doesn't 
bear his si^-nature or which isn't connected with him. 

Mr. Matthews. 1 ottered it only for the ]^ur])ose of introducing 
contrary testimony in su])])ort of ])revious testimoiiy before this 
committee and not for any othei* ])iirpose. 

Quill. Mr. Chairman, T would like to ask a question. T 
hate like anything to make all this noise here but I thou<tht I came 
here to clear the name of the Transport IVorkers Union from lying 
propaganda and now he is dealing with everything but—he is not 
dealing with the Transport AVoiUers Xhiion. 

Mr. Dempsey. IVe are going to give you that o]iportunity, 

]\Ir. Quill. Thank yon. 

Mr. ^Matthews. You would prefer not to have this introduced in 
evidence? 

Mr. Dempsey. I tldnk we ought to wait on that. 

^Matthews. Then I will hold it. 

]\rr. Quill. I show you a ])hotostatic copy of l>age 1 of the Trans- 
]X)rt IVorkers bulletin for July 1935. Can you identify that as a true 
])hotostatic copy (handing pa])er to the witnc'Ss) ? 

]Mr. Quill. Yes: that is correct. 

Mr. IMaitiiews. This has already b(*en introduced in evideiwe as 
exhibit 14 during the testimony of Mr. Thomas Humphrey O'^^hea. 

On page 1 there appears a ])hotograi)h. Is that a jdiotoirraph of 
:Mr. O'Shea, :\rr. Quill ? 

Mr. Qlull. That is him, all right: that is him. 

Mr. ^Matthews. And in connection with that photogra])h there 
appears an aificle entitled or subheaded 'dhesident Thomas H. 
O'Shea speaks 5 minutes after assault by Brotherhood,’' and in the 
body of the article appears the following statement: 

A few miiuites before noon on Fri'biy, .Tune 21, Tom O’Shea, tiiihtinji’ presi¬ 
dent of the T. W. U., accompanied by two other union organizers, arrived at the 
14Sth Street shop in preparation for the weekly slioj) meeting. 

Mr. Quill, in July 1935, jNIr. O'Shea was known as the "fighting 
]iresident of the Transport XVorkers I^nion,” was he? 

Mr. Quilt.. Yes; there is some mistake there though, because that 
is the first time I ever knew O’Shea to speak 5 minutes. That fellow 
can go on for hours. 

]\rr. ^[attiiews. But he was known as the ‘‘fighting president”? 

Mr. Quill. Oh, yes; very much so. 

]\rr. Mattiifavs. Of the Transport Workers Union? 

Mr. Quill. Very much so. 

Mi*. .Matthews. I show you another ])hotostatic copy of a page of 
the Transport IVoi’kers bulletin for February 193G. Can you identify 
that as a ti'ue ])hotostatic copy of a page of the Transport Workers 
bulletin (handing document to the witness) ? 

Mr. Quill. IVell, yes that is; although I had a little more hair 
than I have now. 
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^fr. ^Iatyuvav^, That is ycmr picture on the fir^t page? 

Mr. Qctll. Yes: 1 am sure it is. 

Mr. Matthfavs. And to the left of your ])hotograph is one of Thomas 
II. 0‘8hea and to the left of ]Mr. O'Shea is Mr. iSIachado? 

Mr. Quill. That is right. That is not the foi’iner president of 
Cuba. He is a worker in the transit lines—Machado. 

Mr. .Maitiiews. This has already been marked in evidence as ^‘Ex¬ 
hibit bV' during the testimony of Mr. O'Shea. 

Mr. Casey. Is this ^Ir. O'Shea still a member of the Transport 
Workers' Union ? 

]\lr. Quill. Xo, sir; he is not a worker of the Transport Workers’ 
Union. 

Mr, Casey. When did his membership exjiire? 

^Ir. Quill. In 11)88. lie was tried by the trial committee of the 
Transport AVorkers’ Union and expelled for stool-pigeon activities 
and for playing ball with the bosses in the transit lines and double 
crossing the Transport Workers’ Union. 

He tried to get reinstated in the courts. The case went to many 
courts in New York State, and the courts refused to reinstate him. 

The Chaiemax. Let us proceed. 

]Mr. Matthews, I show you a ])hotostatic copy of a page from the 
Transport Workers' Bulletin, page 15, for December 1931), Mr. Quill, 
and ask you if you can identify that as a page from the Transport 
Woi'kers’ Bulletin 1 haiiding paper to the witness] ? 

Mr. Quill. Yes; that is. 

yiv. iNlATiTiEWS. This has already been marked in evidence as ‘^Ex¬ 
hibit G“ (luring the testimony of Mr. O’Shea. Xow, Mr. Quill, has 
the Transport Workei's' Union ever maintained rifle ranges? 

Mr. Quill. Xo: the Transport Workers' Union never maintained 
rifle ranges. 

Mr. ]\Iaithews. Did it ever invite or suggest that its members take 
recreation at rifle lainges? 

Mr. Qi'ill. Yes, sir: the sports division of the Transport Woi*kers’ 
Union is affiliated to the Trade Union Athletic League—of the Trade 
Union Athletic League Association, and we have invited our mem¬ 
bership to take part in the games there. As far as the rifle range is 
concerned, tliat is a lot of bunk. The rifle range is a .22-rifle range. 
It wouldn't kill a cat. It is sujiervised by the board of education and 
undei- the su])ervision of tin* Xew York police department. 

AVe suggest, sir. you ask Commissioner Valentine for a statement on 
that. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. On ])age 15, which you have just identified, there 
appears a list of thr(‘e rifle ranges: One at the One Hundred and 
Forty-eightli Street shop, I. K. T.: one at the surface track, B. M. T.; 
and one designated “Flatbush motormen.'’ They were three of the 
places where lafle practice wjis carried on. 

Mr. Quill, TIkw weie not three of the places where rifle practice 
was carried on. I'hey are large sliops, and the men there are invited 
CO come to the scliools supervised b}" the board of education way 
downtown. 

Air. AlArniEws. This designation meant that particular section of 
(he union ( 

Air. Quill. That is correct. 

Air. AIattiiews, Could have rifle practice? 
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Ml*. Qutll. Yes. 

Ml*. Matthews. On these particular days and hours stated here? 

Mr. Quill,. Yes. 

IMr. ]Matthews. You will see Avhere the apparent confusion arose 
in that the rifle ranges are designated below as those shops? 

Mr. Quill. Yes; that is like the fairy story of tlie Alaska revolutioiu 

The Chairman. All right, 

Mr, Matthews. That is an incorrect heading, is it ? 

Mr. Quill. Of course, it is incorrect. 

Mr. Ma'ithews. There apjiears- 

Mr. Quill. But if you took the trouble to investigate you would find 
out very soon- 

The Chairman. All right, how many times does the Chair have to- 
admonish you. 

Mr. Quill. You don't have to admonish me. 

The Chairman. You made the statement once. 

Mr. Quill. I want to clear our union. 

The Chairman. AYell, you are liaving an oiiportunity to do it. 

Mr. Quill. And I am doing it now. 

The Chairman. All riglit. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Quill, are you a member of the American Labor 
Party ? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. 

Mr. INTatthews. How long have you been a member of the American 
Labor Party ? 

Mr. Quill. I am a member of the American Labor Party since 10H7, 
in June, I believe. 

Mr. Matthews. And you were a membei* of tlie Yew York City 
Council, were you not? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. 

M\\ IMatthews. As an elected member of the American Labor Party ? 

Mr. Quill. That is right. 

Mr. Matthews. What years did 3^011 occup}^ that position in the 
Council ? 

Mr. Quill. From the first of the ATar 1938 to the later da^^s of 1939— 
two years. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did a"ou stand for re-election? 

Mr. Quill. I did. 

I\Ir. Matthews. As councilman ? 

Mr. Quill. That is right. 

Mr. Mattheavs. With the support or Avithout the support of the 
American Labor Party^? 

Ml*. Quill. With tlie support of the membership of the American 
Labor Party and Avithout the support of the official top leadership. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Will you please state bi-iefl}^ Avhy the American 
Labor Party^ did not sup]iort your candidacy? 

JVIr. Quill. Because T adAmcated the building of a real Amei*ican 
Labor Party Avhere the membership AA^ould have a right to s])eak for 
themselATs; AAdiere they Avould Iutat a right to oi‘ganize the youth, 
the tenants, the consumers, the AAdiite collar and ]n*ofessional AAmrkers, 
the organized and unoi-ganized Avoi*kers, and the aged people: but the 
small group leadership of the Amei'ican Labor Party^ wanted to keep> 
control, and they didn’t like me for that. 
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Mr. MArniEws. What was the reason assigned h^^ the American 
Labor Pai-ty itself for refnsiiii^ to support 3 A)nr caiididacv? 

Mr. Qriri>, Oh, the .^anie as yourself. They ai’e diiririn^- up some 
phony idea about the Soviet-Oerniaii pact, I dond know what it 
liad to do with bnildiiio- sewers in Bronx County, New Yoi’k, but 
they wanted me to take a stand in it and suppoi*t the war policy of 
Chamberlain. We don't suj)port that by anybody. We in the labor 
movement aie aiiainst wai* and anybody who causes war. 

Mr. ]\Lvn^iiKWs. Did you I’efuse to comply with the instructions 
of the Aineiican Laboi- Party with reference to repudiating the 
8 oviet-Nazi pact? 

Mr. QriuL. I did: and as an Iiishman I refuse anytime to pat 
]Mr. Chamberlain in the back. 

Mr. Ma'iu’iifavs. This was the Soviet-Nazi pact. 

Mr. QriLU. Yes: and they a.sked me to suppoit the war policy of 
the western democracies. Atid if you can show any democracy in 
England—well, it is all right, T would not rather say it, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. 

]\lr. Matttiews. Did you maintain yoni* membership in the Amer¬ 
ican Labor Party? 

Mr. QriLu. Oh, yes, yes. 

Mr. Matiiikws. And are yon a member of the ])rogressive com¬ 
mittee? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. 

Mr. Mati'iiews. To rebuild the Amei'ican Labor Paity? 

Mr. Quill. Very much so; that is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Can you identify this as a copy of a leaflet put 
out by the Brogi’essive Committee of the Amei’ican Labor Party 
(handing paper to the witness) ? 

]yir. Quill. No: I can't identify it. It is quite possible that it is. 
They put those out by the thousands. 

Mr. Matthews. But you are a member of the committee? 

Mr. Quill. Oh. yes. 

^Ir. ]\1attiiews. Yon have no doubts about the authenticity of it? 

Mr. Quill. I don't have any doubts, no. 

Mr, ^Iattiiews. 1 ask this be marked in evidence as an exhibit: 
‘‘l^rogressive (kunmittee to Kebuild the American Labor Party.” 
This has not yet been received in evidence. 

The CiiAimiAX. It may be admitted. 

(The document I’eferred to by j\Ir. Matthews was marked *‘Quill 
Exhibit No. '2.'’ and made a part of the record.) 

Mr. ^Iatthews. lias there been iiressui’e of any kind put upon 
the members of the American Labor I^irty, and upon yourself in 
pai’ticular, Mr. Quill, to make any public statement with respect to 
the Soviet invasion of Finland? 

Mr. Quill. Oh. no. 1 don't yield to pressure. Nobod\^ asked me 
to touch the Finnish situation. 

Mr. Maithews. I did not ask yon if you would yield, but if that 
pi’essure had been brought to bear uj)on the members of the Party? 

Mr. Quill. No: not that T know of. 

]Mr. Matthews. Including yourself? 

^Ir. Quill. No. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Have you made any public statement with respect 
to the Soviet invasion of Finland? 
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Mr. Quill. No; not that I can recall. 

Mr. Matthews. The American Labor Pai’ty has had a great deal 
to say about it, have they not? 

]Mr. Quiix. They say quite a lot of things but I don’t know what 
they said about Finland. I had nothing to do with it. I don’t put 
the woials in their mouths. 

]Mr. MAuniEws. You have not i:)articipated in the proclamation or 
manifestoes of the American Party on the subject? 

iMr. Quill. No. I am too busy fighting for better conditions for 
the transport workers so they can have an Amei-ican standard of 
living. 

Mr. Thomas. I would like to ask a question if I may. ^Ir. Quill^ 
did the Communist Party support your candidacy for the council? 

ilr. Quill. Will you re])eat the question, sir? 

Mr. Thomas. Did the Communist Party support your candidacy 
for the city council ? 

^Ir. Quill. I don't know. I did not seek support from anybody 
but the American Labor Party. 

iNIr. Thomas. I did not ask yon whether you sought support. I 
asked you whether the Communist Party supported your candidacy 
or not. 

ilr. Quill. I don't know, sir. You should ask the Communist 
Party for that. 

Mr. Thomas. Well, you should know who suppoided you and who 
didn’t. 

^Ir. Quili.. Well, I got some 41,000 votes. I don't really know 
who voted and who did. 

Mr. Thomas. The Communist Party did support your candidacv? 

jVIr. Quill. If they did they had the full right to do so, but I did 
not seek their support, I will take support from anybody. 

^Ir. Thomas. I did not ask yon whether you sought support or 
not. I asked whether the Communist Party did support your can- 
didac 3 % and you admitted they did. 

Mr. Quill. You tried, iSlr. Feeney Parnell Thomas, to put it in 
a streamlined manner, but you did not get away with it. 

Mr. Matthews, ilr. Quill, has it been a consistent policy of yours 
that you were too laisy with union matters to make public state¬ 
ments with reference to the invasion of one country by another? 

Mr. QuhJv. Oh, no, no. I am an Irishman, you know. You would 
not suspect it but I came from the other side, you see, and I am very 
much ijiterested in what happens on the other side, because what 
Avill a Feet the workers of Europe will also affect the workers of 
America. Put I l^elicAT our place in the labor movement is bettering 
the standards for American workers. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. But you have made statements in othet* situations 
where other governments were involved in pei’secutions and invasion, 
have you not? 

iNIr. Quill. That is (piite possible. I am against pei-secution in 
all lands no matte]' for what reason. 

Ml-. ]\Iatthews. Have you ever made any statements Avith respect 
to pei-seciitions in the Soviet Ihiion? 

ifr. Quill. I probably haAT if there are persecutions in the vSoAuet 
Ihiion. If they are in Germany, England, or Ireland, I probably 
have made statements. If they are in America I have made them, 
and there are some persecutions here, too. 
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Mi\ Mattiiiavs. Yon sny you have not made any statement with 
lespect to the Soviet invasion of Finland? 

Air. Quilp. I don't reniemher, but if you brin<>- it to my attention— 
if you show me ])roof of it, then we will look it over. 

.Mr. Mattiuavs. Did yo\i address a meeting in Pittsburgh on Xo- 
veniber 17, lh 88 , under the auspices of the American League for 
Peace and Democracy ^ 

]\Ir. QriLL. T don't remember addressing sucli a meeting. 

]\Ir. IMattiiews. In the Daily Woi'ker for Xovember 18, 1938, there 
appeal's a statement: 

A large mass meeting to protest Xazi atroeities iinder the auspices of the- 
Americaii lAnigiie for Peace ami Democracy was addressed among others by 
Michael Quill. 

Does that refresh your I'ecollection ? 

]Mr. Quill. IVell, I make many meetings, I just can’t remember 
that one. But I am still out on a limb here. I cannot understand 
why you don't come back to the Transport Workers Union. Mliat 
are you beating around the bush for ? 

Mr. Tiio3ias. ^h\ ^Matthews asked you a very fair question. 

The CiiAiioiAx. Let us proceed. 

Mr. ^Iatiuiews. Do you recall that you addressed a meeting under, 
the auspices of the American League for Peace and Democracy in 
Pittsburgh at which Ben Gold was also a speaker with you? 

^Ir. Quill. I don't remember but it is quite possible. I have spoken 
with Ben Gold many times. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. And you know that Ben Gold is a member of 
the Communist Party, do you not ^ 

Mr. Quill. I am told he is. 

Mr. ^Matthews. And do you recall whether or not Lewis ^lerrill, 
president of the OfBce 'Workers' Union was a speaker on a 113 ^ occa¬ 
sions where 3^011 addressed a rallv on the subject of Xazi jier.^^ecu- 
tions ? 

Mr. Quill. I don't remember that either. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. I show you a copy or photostatic reproduction of 
a copv of a throw-aAvav under the auspices of the zVmerican Labor 
Part 3 ’, announcing a rally in Xew York City. Do 3^011 recall ever 
having seen that statement? 

]\Ir. Quill. Xo: I don’t recall that. 

]Mr. Matthews. Among the sponsors, Mr. Quill, appeal's vour 
name: ‘Michael J. Quill.” 

]\Ir. Quill. Yes. 

]Mr. ]\Iattiiews. Do 3 'ou recall having sponsored such a mass rally? 

Mr. Quill. Xo: I do not recall it but the correspondence in 1113 ^ 
office in Xew York should show whether or not I did. 

]\Ii*. ^Matthews. ProbablA^ 3'ou did. would you sav on the basis 
of this? 

Mr, Quill. It is quite possible. 

]\Ir. Matthews. On the basis of the document here? 

^Mr. Quill. Yes, it is quite possible. 

^[r. ^Matthews. Do you know Eugene P. Connolly? 

Mr. Quill. Yes: very well. 

Mr. ]\Iattheavs. Is his name listed as one of the sjieakers repre¬ 
senting the Transport Workers Union? 

Mr. Quill. That is right. 
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Mr. Matthews, And Thomas O’Leary ? 

Mr. Quill. He is from Ethiopia. 

^Ir. Matthews. Is he an official in the Transport Woikers Unions 

Mr. Quill. Yes, sir. 

Mr. INIattiiews. And you think that yon probably did join in this 
protest against the Nazis on this particular occasion? 

Mv. Quill. It is quite possible that I did; yes. 

Mr. I\Iatitiews. But you did decline to follow the American Labor 
Party in the re]mdiation of the Soviet-Nazi pact? 

Mr. Quill. MTiat is that? 

Mr. Matthews. But you did decline to follow the American Labor 
Party in the repudiation of the Soviet-Nazi pact? 

Mr. Quill. Yes. But you don’t put the question properly. They 
asked me to repudiate the Soviet-Nazi pact and support the western 
democracies at one time. 

The Chaiiuman. Just a moment. 

Mr. Thomas. He has no ri^ht to make that statement. 

The Chairman. Let him explain. As I understand you say you 
had refused to join in the condemnation of the Soviet-Nazi pact. 
Now, you want to explain that, is that right? 

Mr. Quill. AVhat is’ that? 

The Chairman. I say as I understand your answer, you had re¬ 
fused to' join in the condemnation of the Soviet-Nazi pact, is that 

right? , .... 

Mr. Quill. Yes. AVhen it was bi*ought into the political situation 

in New York I did. 

The Chairman. Now, you want to explain why you refused? 

Mr. Quill. I refused to bring it into New York politics. I refused 
to bring it into my election campaign because in one resolution they 
wanted me to condemn the Soviet-Nazi pact and to applaud Mr. 
Chamberlain and the western democracies all in one resolution. 
It wasi a double-barrel proposition and I just didn't take, it from 
them. 

The Chairman. You did, as a matter of fact, condemn it, inde¬ 
pendently of Mr. Clianibeilain ? You were opposed to the Soviet- 
Nazi pact? . ^ ^ 

Mr. Quill. I don’t know anything about the Soyiet-Nazi pact. I 
didn’t happen to be in Berlin or Munich when this went on, either 
before or after. I insist in staying in America. If you enter into 
American politics—but you don’t do that, Mr. Dies. 

The Chairiman. I am asking you. You said you wanted an op¬ 
portunity to explain. 

Mr. Quill. That is what I do. I came here to explain and I don t 
want to be hamjiered. 

The Chairman. And I have given you an opportunity to explain. 

Mr. Quill. AVell, we will see. I have a little evidence I want to 

introduce. . 

The Chairman. The reason I asked you that question is because you 
said you refused to join in that resolution and tlie i*easoii you refused 
to join in the resolution was because they couiiled the condemnation 
of the Soviet-Nazi pact with a praise of Mr. Chamberlain. I asked 
you independently if you were opposed to the Soviet-Nazi pact and 
as I understand you are not opposed to it, is that right? 
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ilr. Quill. I uni not exiiressino- ideas in European pacts. The 
more American iieople keep out of Europe the better. 

Mr, Thoaias. 1 would like to ask i\lr. Quill a (piestion. 

Mr. Quill, if this country should ^et into a war with Soviet Russia, 
and I ho|)e that nevei* comes about, but if it should get into a war 
with Soviet Russia, would you be willing to take up arms for this 
country against Soviet Russia^ 

Mr. Quill. Sir, 1 am an Ameiican citizen and if this country was 
invaded by any country- 

Mr. Tiioaias. That is not the (tue.stion. It is a very simple ques¬ 
tion. It is a (question that we have asked many other witnesses and 
some of them have been very free in their answers. My question 
is: If this country sliould ever get into a wai’ with SoAuet Russia, 
would you be willing to take up arms in defense of this country 
against SoAuet Russia t 

Mr. Quill. And my answer is atit direct, Mr. Chairman, or iSIr. 
Parnell Thomas Feeney- 

The Chaikaiax. Wait just a minute. 

jMr. Quill. If this country should ever get into a Avar Avith SoAuet 
Russia or any other country, I am first of all an American citizen 
and AA’ould defend this country's flag. 

Mr. Tiioaias. Then you Avould be very Avilling to join the Army of 
this country against Soviet Russia eATii though aa’c had to go oatu 
there to fight on their soil ( 

^Ir. Quill. I am opt)osed to going oA'erseas and leaving America. 
And I believe that this is Avhat is being done here under your leader¬ 
ship, ^Ir. Chairman. You are tiwing to bring about a Avar hysteria 
to stampede the American people into Avar. 

The CiiAiRAiAX. J think the Avitness should be held in contempt 
for that statement. 

Mr. Quill. You are not frightening me. You can put me ii] jail 
but the cause Avill go on. You are not frightening me. 

]Mr. Voniuiis. Well, Mr. Quill- 

^Ir. Tiioaias. Let us go into executiA’e session. 

]\Ir. VooRHis. Just a minute. Mr. Quill, you ansAvered the question 
and made your statement. Xoav, do you Avant to insist upon making 
that additional statement about the committee? 

3Ir. Qlill. Ydiat is that t 

Mr. VoORiiis. What good is it going to do you? I say, do you 
insist upon making that additional statement about the committee? 

Mr. Quill. Mr. Chairman, I came here with evidence to clear my 
union, and I Avant to produce it. and the chairman is not giving me 
a chance to do it. 

Mr. VooRHis. Tlial is a diffei’ent matter. AVe are going to get to 
that. 

Mr. Quill. Because you are afraid to hear the truth from me. I 
Avant to clear my union. 1 brought evidence here of sabotage in the 
XeAv York subAvays and I Avant to present it here. 

Tlie CiiAiRMAX. So far as the Chair is concerned, Ave are not goings 
to proceed any further. This Avitness has deliberately come here for 
the purpose of insulting this committee. You are not going to get 
by AAutli tliat insofai* as this Chair is concerned. You haA’e been 
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treated courteously aiul you have been warned. I think the com¬ 
mittee sliould determine whetlier it will hear this witness. 

iNfr. Quill. I want to be heard and you are afraid to hear the 
truth. 

The Cii airman. You will be in order. 

Mr. VooRHis. IMr. Quilb I think perhaps all the members of the 
committee—I know I speak for myself when 1 say this, that I am 
anxious to hear you on these ])oints, but you are making it difficult 
because of the fact that it is not an ex])lanation of your answer to a 
question, but you are gratuitously adding things about the work of 
the committee that 1 don't think have anything to do with either the 
defense of the Trans])()rt Workers Union or the answers to the ques¬ 
tion. It will make it that much easier if you don't do that. 

The Chairman. The question is now whether the committee will go 
into executive session and determine what we shall do about this 
matter. 

Mr. Quill. I want to get this in the record. 

The Chairman. The committee is going into executive session. 

Mr. Quill. You are afraid to hear the defense of our union. Our 
union is not controlled by the Communist Party and I am going to 
put this in the record. 

The Chairman. You are going to have some respect for a con¬ 
gressional committee. You are not going to come here and insult it. 

Mr. Quill. You are afraid to hear the truth, but the labor move¬ 
ment will live. 

The Chairman. Clear the room. 

(Whereupon, at 11:20 a. m., the hearing room was cleared and 
the committee went into executive session, to meet at 2 p. m., the 
same day.) 

AFITR RECESS 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Sacher. ^Ir. Chairman, Mi\ Quill would like to be accorded 
the opiiortunity to present his side of the case in regard to the testi- 
mop.y of Thomas H. O'Shea. 

The Chairman. Well, the Chair will state that upon the request 
of Mr. Quill, he was accorded an opportunity to appear before this 
committee with the understanding that he was to answer questions. 

The committee wished to afford him full and complete oppor¬ 
tunity to answer any and all charges that have been made before this 
committee with respect to Mr. Quill or the union that he re]iresents. 
Notwithstanding that fact and the fact that it was made known to 
Mr. Quill that it was the established policy of this committee to con- 
du(‘t its investigations by questions and answers, and to require wit¬ 
nesses to be res])onsive in their answers to the questions propounded, 
Mr. Quill refused to com]ily with that policy of the committee, and 
although repeatedly admoiiislied to do so, persisted in his refusal to 
comply with the rules of this committee. In view of that fact this 
committee is not going to continue Mr. Quill, or as a matter of fact 
to hear any witness who requests to be heard unless such witness is 
willing to come here courteously and answer questions responsively 
and to comply with the rules of the committee. 

Now, as to whetlier or not ]\[r. Quill is willing to conqjly with such 
rules, willing to be responsive in his answers and where an explana¬ 
tion is pertinent or material, in fairness to the witness or any wit¬ 
ness, he should be allowed to make such explanation. 
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If ]Mr. Quill is not willing to proceed on that basis, or any other 
witness, then this coinniitteo declin(‘s to allord them an opportunity 
to appear l)efore it. 

I don't believe that any one can question the fairness of that 
character of procedure, and I want to make it ]dain that that applies 
to every witness who appears before the committee. 

Mr. Kathhorne has been notified that he would be heard at 2 
o’clock and he will be. Your request will he referred to the com¬ 
mittee for decision. 

Do I understand, speaking for Mr. Quill, you give that assurance 
to the committee that in his conduct throughout the rest of his ex¬ 
amination he will be responsive? 

yh \ Saciier. I do. 

The CiiATRMAX. And comply with the rules as I have outlined the 
rules in our procedure? 

Mr. Sactier. I do give you that assurance. 

Tile Ciiair:max. All right. The other members of the committee 
are not here and we will proceed for the time being with ]Mr. Rath- 
borne. 

The chairman will have to designate a subcommittee composed of 
the chairman and the gentleman from Xew Jersey, Mr. Thomas, and 
the gentleman from California, Mr. Voorhis, until the other mem¬ 
bers of the committee appear. 

INIr. Rathborne, will you stand and be sworn ? 

TESTIMONY OF MEEVYN KATHBOENE 

The CHAiR:\rAN. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Rathborne. I do. 

The Chairman. Let the record show Congressman Vito Marcan- 
tonio is appearing as counsel for the witness. 

May I make this statement. In the course of the questions that 
will be asked yon, l\lr. Rathborne, you will have an opportunity to 
deny, as will be the procedure with respect to every witness, every 
chaige that has been made against you. We cannot permit witnesses 
to read statements or make general statements. 

The committee established that policy unanimously sometime ago 
and we have had to refuse witnesses tlie ojiportunity to do so. How¬ 
ever, in the course of the examination, questions will be framed that 
will enable you to enter a denial of any charge that you see fit to 
deny, and make any appropriate or material explanation where a 
direct question would not afford you such an opportunity. 

Mr. Thomas. ■Mr. Chaii-man, may I interject here for a moment? 
I understand that Mr. Rathboi-ne has already sent a statement to the 
press in connection with his appearance here today. I am wondering 
if Mr. iMatthews, who is going to ask the questions, has a copy of the 
statement. Do yon have such a copy, ]\Ir. Matthews? 

Mr. IM.ATTHEWS. I haven't seen it. 

The Chairman. As far as the Chair is concerned, he is not inter¬ 
ested in what any witness may say with respect to his views in any 
other place. But in the course of this heaiang that is an entirely 
different matter. What any witness may think or say in any public 
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ioruni, or to the press, or otherwise, is a matter for the witness him¬ 
self, and this chair is not concerned with it. 

Mr. Thomas. I a^ree with that, but at the same time- 

The Chairman. I am only speaking now with reference to what 
goes on in the course of the investigation. 

Mr. Thomas. At the same time there may be a couple of cpiestions 
Mr. Matthews might want to ask in regard to the statement. 

Mr. jMarcantonio. Ma}^ I interpose an objection at this point to 
questioning this witness with regard to the statement he issued to the 
press. I don't think that comes within the purview of this investi¬ 
gation, and I don’t see what it has to do with it. 

The Chairman. We haven’t i‘ead the statement. 

Mr. Marcantonio. Although we haven’t any objection to the com¬ 
mittee having a copy of the statement. If you want it we will offer 
it for the record. It is extraneous. 

The Chairman. Let ns proceed. 

Mr. Matthews. Will you please state your full name for the rec¬ 
ord, ilr. Eathborne? 

Mr. Eathborne. ^Iv name is Mervyn Eathboi*ne. 

Mr. ^Iatitiews. What is your address? 

JMr. Eathborne. 10 Bridge Street, New York City. 

Mr. Matthews. What is your present occupation ? 

Mr. Eathborne. At the present time I am ])i*esident of the Ameri¬ 
can Communications Association, a labor organization affiliated with 
the Congress of Industrial Organizations. 

Mr. Matihews. Will you please describe briefly the extent of that 
union with respect to the crafts or occupations covered by it? 

Mr. Eathborne. The American Communications Association is an 
industrial unit wliich embraces in its membership employees of all 
communication companies such as telegraph, radio, and telephone 
comjianies which operate in the continental United States, United 
States possessions, and the Dominion of Canada. 

ilr. Matthews. How many membei'S are there in the American 
Communications Association ? 

Mr. Eathborne. At the present time 20,000, a])proximately. 

Mr. Matthews. When was the union first organized? 

Mr. Eathborne. The union was first organized in August of 1931 
and was known at tliat time as the American Eadio Telegi'aphers’ 
Association. 

Mr. IMatthews. Is there any local or section of the American 
Communications Association still knoAvn as the Amei’ican Eadio and 
Telegi'aphers Association ? 

Mr. Eathborne. No; there is not. 

Mr. Matthews. ^Mr. Eathborne, previous witnesses before this 
committee have made statements which involved you. I should like 
to read those statements or at least to give the pui'poil of them where 
they are lengthy and ask for your comment on them. 

Mr. Marcantonio. Just a moment. IVIay I interject here and say 
that the witness would like to answer those statements by statements. 
In other words, if the interi-ogator refers to a few statements, then 
I submit that the witness should be given an opportunity to take up 
every statement—charge—that has been made by the previous wit¬ 
nesses so he can have an opportunity to answer it. 
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The Ciiaikmax. Let us ^‘o You are certaiuly not iuter- 

i‘stecl in some immaterial tiling. 

INIakcantoxto. Xothinu: immaterial. Lut mV idea is if he 
iloesift cover all the chari^es the witness should be ^iven an oppor¬ 
tunity to answer whatever charoes have not been covered. 

The Chaikmax. We will develop that all ri^ht. 

]Mr. Matthews. In August of 1030 iSlr. John P. Frey appeared 
before this committee and on pa^e 104 of the printed hearing's of this 
committee there appears the followino- statement made by ]Mr. Frey: 

With roj^ard to Amerioaii ('oinnuiiiicatioiis Association, a few days aj^o Ilicli- 
ai*d D. IIaU<‘tt, cliainiiaii of tlie Washington local of the American Coininnni- 
cations Association, resigned because he declared that the organization has too 
innch of a tle-np with the ("onnnnnist Pai'ty. The president of this organiza¬ 
tion is Mervyn Itathborne, a Communist. 

He o-oes on to say: ‘"There has been considerable aroument in regard 
to the status of this man, but so much information has come in in the 
])ast C months in regard to his communistic connections that one 
cannot be in doubt as to how he stands. 

That is tlie end of the statement that refers to yon. 

KATiinohXE. Well, the comment that I have to make on it is 
that it is not a true statement and I see nothing in the statement 
made by ^Ir. Frey that is any—conclusive evidence. It is just merely 
a general o])inion on his part that that may be the case and Mr. Frey 
was incorrect in his assum])tion. 

^Ii’. Matthews. In respect to the matter of stating that you were 
a Communist { 

Mr. liATHuoRXE. That is correct; yes. 

]Mr. iSlARCAXToxTO. Just a moment. I wish the witness would be 
given an opportunity to say in what respect that statement is in¬ 
correct. You are limiting him to just one respect. There are various 
elements. 

i\Ir. ^Matthews. I am going to ask some more questions about the 
statement. 

]\Ir. i\lARCAXTOxio. I think we should have it at this time. 

The CfiAimiAx. We will give yon an opportunity to answer. 

ilr. ilAiTiHAVs. I am going to give him that opportunity now. 

iMr. Frey also stated that Kichard D. Hallett, chairman of the 
Washington local of thy xVmerican Communications! Avssociation, 
resigned because he declared that the organization has ‘"too much of 
a tie-ii]) with the Communist Party.’’ 

AVas ^Ir. Hallett at one time chairman of the AAAashington local 
of the American Communications Association? 

]Mr. liATiincRXE. Yes, sir; he was. 

ill*. ^Matthews. Did he resign? 

Mr. Rathuorxe. Yes; he did. 

iNIr. ^Iatthews. From the union? 

Mr. Kathrorxe. He did. 

Mr. Matthews. As well as from the chairmanship of the local? 

]Mr. HatihktvXE. Yes, 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Did he state, as his reason for resigning, that tliere 
was “too much of a tie-up between the American Communications 
Association and the Communist Party'’? 

]Mr. liATiinoRXE. I never heard directly what Mr. Hallett’s reasons 
were. I was merely advised that he had resigned from the chairman- 


UN-AMERICAX PPiOPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


8116 

sliip of the Washinglon local and v^hai his specific reasons were—his 
specific reasons were not connnnnicated to me. 

Mr. JMatthews. Assuming* that this Avas his oAvn stated reason, do 
3^011 AAnsli to comment n]X)n the statement of i[r. Fre^y^ 

]\Ir. Fathbokne. Well, the statement I Avoiild like to make in that 
connection, if Mr. Hallett did resign and stated—did resign for those 
reasons, I don’t know avIia^ he gaAT that particiilai’ reason as Avanting 
to resign AAnth the exception of the fact that iNIr. Hallett later on AATiit 
OA^er to a riA’al organization and helj^ed them organize and it AA^as 
niv o])inion at the time that ^Ir. Hallett AA^as interested in estahlisliing 
another dual organization nndei* a dilferent afliliation in Wasiiington, 
D. (\ 

Mr. Mattiieavs. Was that dual union of aaIucIi yon s])eak, or dnal 
organization, the Coinmei’cial Telegraphers Association^ 

]\Ir. Ratiiborne. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ]Mattheaa^s. Affiliated AAnth the American Federation of Labor^ 

Mr. Rathborne. Yes, sir. 

ill'. ]Mattheaa\s. Was it in existence jwior to the organization of 
the American Communications Association? 

Ml*. R 'Tiir>oRXE. To my knoAA'ledge it A\^as not in existence in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. It AA^as in existence in other places. 

Mr. ^Iattheaa’s. That is, it had been established elseAAdiere? 

Mr. RATiir.ORXE. That is right. 

]Mi*. INlArriiEAA^s. Prior to the Ameri(‘an Communications Asscu'ia- 
tion ? 

Mr. Ratiiborxe. Yes. 

]Mr. ^Iattiieaa\s. Did tlie American Communications Association 
eA’er establish a local in aiiA^ place Avhere the Commercial Telegi*aphers 
Association had alreadA^ been in existence? 

]\Ir. Ratiiborne. Xot until 1937. 

Mr. ]Mattiieavs. It did at that time? 

]\Ir. Ratiiborne. After 1937 it did; ats. 

Mr. Mattheaa^s. In other AA’ords, Avhat A^on refer to as a ''dual or¬ 
ganization” in Washington then Avould havQ made the American Com¬ 
munications Association a dual organization in these other places, is 
that cori’ect ? 

]\lr. Ratiiborne Yes. I mean—I suppose that the American Fed¬ 
eration of Labor has the same reasons for calling us a '‘dual organiza¬ 
tion” as AAT^ haAT‘ for calling them. 

]Mr. ]\Iattiieaaas. Is thei*e any other statement you AAish to make 
AAuth reference to this particular passage Avhich I Iriat^ read from Mr. 
Fre^^’s testimouA^? 

The CiiAiRAiAN. Well, he has ansAvered it ])rettA^ fullA\ You have 
a great mau}^ other things to coa er. 

]\Ir. Marcantonio. About his being a Communist. 

The Chairman. He denied that. He said it Avas incorrect. 

Mr. Ratiiborne. I Avould like toemjihasize the fact from jMi*. Frey’s 
oAvn testimouA" he sa^’s that he believes. There is no concrete evidence 
there. It is merely an o])iuion that he stated on the basis of informa¬ 
tion that he had received and he says that some of the information 
is not to the effect that—that some of the explanation is not too 
reliable. 

Mr. MATriiEAA\s. Xoav, on page 131 of the hearings of this commit¬ 
tee, there is further testimouA^ giAen by ]Mr. John P. Fre}^ Avhich re- 
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produces an open let tea* addressed to ?^Ir. ]\Iervvii Ilathljorne, presi¬ 
dent of llie American Comninnieations Association, C. I. O., A"ew 
Yoi-k, X. Y., and tliat connnunication Avas stated to be from Miv 
Ilallett. d'he comninnical ion is not dated liere. Do you recall having 
received such a (Mnujuunication from Mr. Hallett—an open letter? 

Mr. liATiuionxE. X"o, sii’. 

Mr. ^Iaitiiicws. Unit was given to yon and the pi‘ess? 

Mr. KATiiiiOHXi:. Xo. sir; I do not. I do not recall seeing a letter. 

I recall reading some comment in the ])ress with respect to this inci¬ 
dent hut to my knowledgi' T never received the letter. 

Mr. ]\rA'iTin:AVs. Fiist. I Avill read the introducth^e paragraph in 
]\Ir. Frey's oavu language and then read from the letter: 

'I'ho Aiiiericiin <’<)inniniiieiili<Jiis Association is not made up of a ('ommiuiist 
memlu rsliip. alllioimli tlie.A’ liave (’onimnnist membm-s. The tronl)l(‘ is tliat the 
(ontrol, that is, shij) radio, lias coin(‘ nnd(‘r the Communist jrruup. 

In this city th(‘ro is a man named Hallett, Ilicliai'd 1). Ilallett. When lie 
(liseoA’ered Avhal tliis rir^ranization Ava^, he resij^ned ; and I want to put in tlie 
record Mr. JIall(*tCs hotter of resijinaii((n. which is addi'essed to Mr. Ualhhorne. 
tlie president of the association, whom I am infornn'd, so far as tli(‘ evidence 
indicants, outside of I In* Commnnist records llK inselve.s, is a nuMnlier of the 
lia rty. 

Wiien :\Ir. llalhdt jrave this liater to tlie jiress. tlie jiress did not reproduce 
all of it, and I Avant to put all (d it inlo this record. I Avant the committee to 
hav(‘ lh(‘ full let Km*. It rends: 

“DiLAit Sii:: CoiisidfM* this ni.v resit^nation, not only as ehairman hnt also as 
inembor of tlie Aimn’ican C<nnniiini(*ations Ass(;ciation, (dTective immediatel.v. 

“Siiiee I liaAe been aetiAe in tin* ini(M*(‘st of American Coinmnnieatioiis Asso- 
cintifMi since the very licijinninjr of its orj^anizinjr camijaijrn in Washington, D. C., 
ami since I was the s(‘cond Westei’ii rni(Hi man in the entire country to join 
American Communication^ Assn<*ia(ion. this action calls for sonic cxiilanation. 

‘ When I sign(‘d my appli(*ation lor iiK'nihersliip in American Conimunicalioiis 
Association on Aini] 23, ih3T. 1 hargaiiH'd for unionism and nnionisin only. I 
definircl.A did nf)t liargain to aid or comfort or to support in any Avay, financially 
or otherwise, ccnnniiinism or any commnnisiic agencies. IIoA\*ever, during the 
14 months of niy chairmanshii) of Local do-h, American Communications A..sso- 
ciation, I liavc* not only re(*eiv(*d coinmnnieatioiis from numorons jisiMido- 
patriotic organizations a>king sipiport, hut liave heiMi strongly urged by nuni(*r- 
ous reiiresentatives of national ollice of Ani(M*i('an Communications Assr>ciation 
to support tli('s(^ organizations. These afoi*(‘ni(Mitioned r(‘presentnt{ves of Ameri- 
can Communications Association include Messrs. Joliii Austin, AVilliam Ponier- 
anco, T(‘d Zitt(>l. Joseph Kelio(*, and Dan Driesen. 

“The ‘iJ^ou(lo-]iatriotic organizations' iirevioiisl.v r(*ferr(‘(l to iiK'lmh* the 
American LtMigm* for Ih'ace and. 1).Minnaacy, formerly knoAvn as the American 
L<*n,gne Against AVar and Fascism. Avhicli organization. Ity its very name, wideli 
cr.Misijicuonsly admits communism. ajiiKMirs to he of necessity, communistic. 
.MoreoA(M'. among tin* national otlic<Ms of this organization, are prominently 
iiKMitioned the nam(‘S of Karl IlroAVthM*, Fr<*sid(Mitial <‘andidat(‘ of tln» Communist 
Party of America, and (‘larene<‘ Hathaway, edilor tlie Daily Worker, otiicial 
organ of tin* Communist Part.v of America. 

"•AinUher organization witli whicli w<* are urged to eIos(‘ly cooperate is the 
Workcr.s Alliance* (jf Ameiica. avIiosj* ]»resident and sc'cre^tary are* J):iviel Lassei 
and Horl)e‘rt I5enj,*imin, hotli Avell-known Communists. 

“Yet anotln*!* grouii with whie-h we* are urge'd to he frie*nelly, is tin* Interna- 
tienial L thor Df‘fe*iis(*, the pre*.-ident eif which is Vito Marcante>nio, fornuM* Deinei- 
e*i-atic tV) Ce)ngre*ssman frijin X''e*Av York, Avlio has e*<nitrihute‘el mucli mate*rial to 
the DailA* Werkea*. anel avIk; is the autlnu* of L’dmr's M'lrtyrs. a Iteiokh*! Avhie-h 
unele*rtake‘s to <*xtej the* virtne*s of (In* notorious Sacco anei Vanzetti. Communists, 
Avlie> AA’e*r(* cxee-nted s(;me‘ .ve*ar‘< ago. The intrenlue-tion te» Lahen-’s Martyrs is 
Avriite*!! Iw AVilliam Z. Feister, former Onnmnnist I’arty eanelielato for Presielent 
of the Cnited Slates. 

‘‘Still oJheT eirganizations. Avhie-h I jilace in the same e'ate*gory as the afe>re*- 
me*ntioneel Commnnist-leael groniis include* the* AVashingteni Frienels e)f the- 
Spanisli De-inoeracy, tlie X>av The*atre* Croiiii, and others, all of Avhieh Avould 


UN-AIMEKICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 


8118 

have us support what they (piaiiitly choose to call ‘Spanish Democracy,’ 
exemplified by Loyalist Spain. 

“Any informed person knows full well that the cui’rent war in Spain is 
nothing more or less than a stripi.ule between communism and fascism and 
I consider ccunmunism much the ?rreater of the two evils. 

“Communism, as y(ai are probably well aware, iMr. Rathborne. is built around 
the program of Karl Marx, its foundei-. which proj^ram sets forth as one of its 
major objectives, government control of communications, which corresponds to 
the letter with the ultimate program of American Communications Associati<»n; 
and in view of the a))ove-mentioiied communistic tendencies of American Com¬ 
munications Association, I hardly feel that it can be termed a ‘mere coincidence.’ 

‘Tt is incoiu'ect to assume that I have only recently become aware of these 
tend(mcics toward communism on tlie part of American Communications Asso- 
(‘iation. I have opposed them from the very inception of the organizing cain- 
pjiign. .and have on numerous occasions been taken to task by Annaacan Com- 
municiitions Association organizers for doing so. 

“One particular occasion which comes to mind in connection with my being 
taken to task because of my anticoiumunistic attitude is that occasion some 
months ago, when I stayed until r> o'clock in the morning, in the room in the 
Ambassador Hotel, of Mr. Ted Zittel, former (alitor and whistle blower of the 
American Communications Association, editor of the Peoitlcs Ih-ess, arguing on 
the subject of communism—he in favor of it. and I myself against it. During 
the discussion he warmly defended every communistic point brought up by me, 
but concluded the discussion by advising m<' tlnat I was not to think of him as 
a Communist, but only as a 'student' of Communi‘'ni. ^ly own opinion is that he is 
not only a ‘student’ Imt a ‘graduate cum laude’ of communism, and I wish to 
state that although I cannot agree with any Communist, I have infinitely 
greater resiiect for a nail honest to goodiu'ss arm-waving capitalist-lniting Com¬ 
munist who proudly admits his idcnitity. than I can possibly maintain for a 
left-wing radical. v.iio to all intents and I’urjio'^es, is a Communist, but who, 

■ because of his ultei'ior motives doesn't dare to ^ail under his true colors. 

“As I have ])reviously stated, I have known these things for some time, but 
have not di.^closed them, simply because I felt that if I ignored the attempts of 
the aforementioned organizations to sow th(‘ seeds of radic-alism in Local .Ho-B, 
and struck strictly 1o unionism, along really deimjcratie lines, then w(‘, in Local 
Mo-B. could make progress and radicalism could not rak(‘ root. 

“However, I have found that my lielicd's with regard t(» holding radicalism 
in check were erroneous, as witness the case of Mr. C. W. Gravely, financial 
se<-retary of Loc'.al 35-B, who has been the (►bject of the rabble-rousing abilities 
of Mr. Dan Dries(m. hygislative representatives of American C(>mmunications 
Association, to such an extent that I now believe him to be a fanatic on the 
subject of unionism and the American Communications Association brand. 

‘ Mr. Gravely has for months been conducting a whispering campaign within 
Local 8o-B against me, and making statements inspir(M by Mr. Driesen to the 
effect that I am too conservative to )>e chairman of the American Communica¬ 
tions Association. Local 35-B, and has opposed me and iny i)olicies to such an 
extent that I am convinced he tried to ‘fix' our I'ecent (‘lection <(f (hdegates to the 
American Communications Association convent ion which will open in New York, 
July 18, 1938. The circumstances are as follows: 

“After we dc'cided to hold the election at a meeting to be held on June 24, 
Mr. Gravely, prior to the meeting, actively campaigned for another mennber to 
run against me. for the delegateshi]*. I do not quarrel over his right to cam¬ 
paign for the election of another member whom he sees fit to supjxirt. ))Ut I most 
certainly do (piestion his tactics, in canva.ssing the membership as to how they 
iidended voting, and, having discovered that many members intended to vote 
for m(\ in o])position to his wishes, seeing to it that these members did not 
leceive a notice advising them when and where the meeting was to be held, 
therebv denying them their right to vote. 

“It is significant to note, that of our entire nu'inbership only eight ])eople 
attemh'd the nu'eting. I was def(‘ated in the eh ction by a vote of .i to 3. When 
the results of the election became known, many of the members who had not 
been notified of the meeting registered complaints, both verbal and written. 

“Being at a loss as to what procedure to follow in (u-dering a new election 
held. I wrote to Mr. Dan Driesen, explaining the situation in full. 

“liis answei^ of July 5, condones :Mr. Gravely's tactics, and describes them as 
‘an old American custom.’ Mr. Driesen's letter also states, and I quote him 
verbatim, ‘According to th(‘se same (national ofii(e) records, you have not paid 
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your duos for X^ovoiiihor, Docomher, January, Fohriiary, !Mareh, May, and June. 
You have only paid duos foi* the month of April of this year. Your own standing 
thoroforo is (li'lioicmt and I do not soo how. under those oircuinstaneos you could 
liavo boon a oandidato. The rules governing this are very strict and tlie creden¬ 
tials eoniinittee at the convention eertaiiily would not have seated you as an 
accredited delegate.’ 

‘'One (luick glance at my union card reveals that I am in good standing, and 
that I have actually paid up six of the seven dollars which national officei 
records show that 1 still owe. For your information, should you desii’o to check 
this statement, my memhership card for 1987 shows me as ])aid uj) f(U' Xovember 
and December, and carries stamps Xiimhers ;585S and 88o‘J for these months. My 
1938 card shows me as paid up for January. Fehruai y, March, and April, and 
carries stami) Xumhers TOGo, 7809, 98-4, and 9S.o4, 

“Ilrielly then, Mr. Oravely’s tactics and Mr. DrieseiVs letter were the tinal 
straws that broke the camel's back, and 1 feel that I can no longer continue 
either as local chairman or member of the American Communications Associa¬ 
tion. hence my action.” 

Do you recall now liaviii^ received that conimiinicatioii, Mr. 
Rath borne I 

]\rr. Rathhopne. Xo: I don't recall having received it. The only 
thing I recall is reading part.s of it in the press. 

Mr. ilAKCAXTOxro. IVIay I ask, Mr. Chairman, was it testified by 
anybody before this committee that that letter was sent to Mr. 
Rathborne? 

The Chairmax. Yes. 

Mr. Marcaxtoxto. Is that what the records show? 

^Ir. Matthews. That is correct. 

The Chairmax^. Do you have any comment to make on the letter 
independent of whether it reached 3^011 or not, but on the contents of 
the letter i 

Mr. Rathhorxe. I am not denying the letter may have been sent 
or mav not have reached m\^ office because I am out of town quite a 
bit and correspondence quite frequentl}^ is answered by my secre¬ 
tary and I don't see it. but as far as the letter itself is concerned 
it raises a question of control of our oi'ganization and with the per¬ 
mission of the chairman I would like to explain how our organiza¬ 
tion is controlled so that the allegations made in this letter can 
be refuted. 

]Mr. Casey. You sa}’ the allegations with respect to the control 
of vour organization bv Communists as set forth in the letter is true 
or false? 

Mr. Rathhorxe. I say it is false. 

Mr. Casey. I think he ought to have an opiioi tunity of explaining 
that. " 

]\Ir. R.vthborxe. I would like to read a lirief excerpt from the 
constitution of our union. Article G, section 1 . states: 

The suiu-eme authority of the iiiteniatioua! union .shall be in the general 
memhershi]) whieh from time to lime through referenda and convention may 
delegate such i)<)wers as it decans jeroper, m‘ce.s.sary. and desirable, to the inter¬ 
nal iona I executive hoard, the presidc'iit, or any other oflieers or officer of the 
international union. 

In jtractice that is the wav our organization functions and in the 
first place all of the officers are nominated by petition signed by 
the members. For exam])le anv member of our union who has been 
a member for 2 vears and obtains 250 signatures on a petition ma\^ 
have his name put on the ballot to run for president. And the re- 
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qiiirements for other officei’s are 1 year’s service and 100 signatures. 
The officers ai‘e elected by direct stTi-et referendum of the inembe]'- 
sliip. The international officers of the union, of which there are 9, 
constitutes the international executive board which sets the policies 
of tlie union between conventions. 

The conventions are attended by delegates who are elected by se¬ 
cret referendum vote of the members of the various local unions. 
These delegates gather togethei- in a convention and the policies and 
pi’ogram of the union are set forth and deteianined at these interna¬ 
tional conventions of ours. And it is the jieople directly elected by 
our 20,000 members who gather together in conference, who deter¬ 
mine the policies of our organization, and who run the union and 
who elect the officers. And with that kind of a set-U]3 it is obvious 
to any fair-thinking person that any small group could not be run¬ 
ning the union because it is very easy for the members of the union 
to recall the office]*s if tliey violate the constitution or if they go 
contrary to the policies and programs set down by our intermitional 
conveiiticms. And the major decisioiis of the convention are always 
submitted to referendum vote for ajipi-oval by the membership be¬ 
fore the}^ become effective. 

So, in connection with the conti-ol of our organization, it is con¬ 
trolled by the membershi]) acting through theii* dii'cctly elected rep¬ 
resentatives, either by conventions or on our international executive 
board and the memljership of our union chooses its officers—their 
officers. 

That is all I have to say with respect to the control of the oi’uani- 
zation. 

To me, Mr. Ilallett appears to be a rather disgruntled person, and 
I think that is borne out by the fact that at the present tiine Mr. 
Hallett is acting as an organizer for the American Federation of 
Labor in the Commercial Telegraphei's Union, an organization with 
which we ai’e—we have—controversies from time to time. And as 
far as ^Ir. Ilallett is concerned. I caiiiiot see any real basis to con¬ 
trovert the statements I have made hei'e with respect to how our 
organization is controlled or run. 

ill*. iLviTHEWS. Xow. as far as the main part of it, namely, that 
the American Communications Association has been woi'king too 
closely with the Communists, you stated that that Avas untrue, ilay 
T ask you a feAV questions Avith respect to separate items? Do you 
knoAV Avhether or not the allegation that members of the American 
Communications Association had been urged to cooperate Avitli the 
American League for Peace and Democracy is true? 

ill*. Ratiiborne. I knoAv that Ave had a convention in XeAV York 
City in 1938, and a re])i*esentatiA’e of tlie American League foi* Peace 
and Democracy was there—requested the right to appear before the 
couA^ention delegates. The question Avas brought to a Amte, and the 
delegates Aaited to let him apjieai* and he spoke and presented his 
point of view to the couATiition. 

Subsequently, the representatives from othei* organizations Avere 
permitted to ap])ear in the same manner on the basis that our organ¬ 
ization is a democratic organization, and Ave belieAT in letting any¬ 
body haAT the right to appear before a rejiresentatiAT group of oiir 
members and say Avhat he has in his mind, Avhether Ave agree Avith 
him or not. 
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^Ir. ]\lA'miE\vs. Did you, ]\{r. Ratliborue, at any time ever have any 
oflicial connection witli the American Leao*iie for Peace and Democ- 
i-acy ? 

ifr. Ratiihoune. Xo: I ]iad no oliicial connection with them; no. 

^Ir. Matthews. X"ow, witli i‘es])ecl to the alle^'ation that the mem- 
hers of the American Communications Association had been urged 
to cooperate closely with tlie Workers Alliance, do 3^011 have ain^ 
information as to whether or not that was true? 

Mr. Patiiit)kne. Well, tlie same thing applies in that case as in 
the case of the American League for Peace and Democrac}". At vari¬ 
ous times re})resentatives of the Workers Alliance have appeared 
before re])resentative groups and members of our union and spoken 
and ])resented their ])oint of view. 

Mr. MAi'^mEAVS. And was that also true of the International Labor 
Defense ? 

Mr. IvATirnonxE. Yes. We received sevei'al communications from 
]\Ir. ^larcantonio requesting support foi* the International Labor De¬ 
fense on various issues. 

]\ir. ]\Iatitiews. And Amu have responded favorablA" to those re- 

^Huests ? 

Mr. K ATiiRORNE. In some cases, ats; and other cases, no. 

Mr. ^NIattheavs. And Avhat about tlie AVashington Friends of the 
Sjianish Democracy^ Do von knoAv Avliether or not there Avas aiiA" 
coojieiation Avith that group? 

Mr. Patiirorxe. I am not familiar Avith Avhat that organization is 
at all. 

Mr. ]\[atttieavs. 1 he XeAv Lheater Groui)—did Amu knoAV about 
that ( 

My. Katiirorxe. Xo: I don’t. 

^Ir. Maitheavs. Do you knoAv Avhether or not Air. Ted Zitell is or 
Avas a Communist? 

Air. liATHROPwXE. I don’t know, but I belieAm not. 

Mr. AIattheavs. In the latter part of 19:kS there appeared before 
this committee as a Avitness one John E. Ferguson, of Portland, Oreg. 
A portion of his testimony apjiears on page 29'2'2 of the hearings of 
this committee. 1 read Amu the statement AAdiich has to do Avith%mu 
Air. Kathboine: ‘ ‘ ’ 

Mr. Starnes. ^Anl() was Lawrence Rose? 

.Air. Ferguson. Lawrence Rose at the time I knew liim was tlie editor of tlie 
■NV(*stern Worker. 

Air. Starnes. Is lie a Coninninist? 

Air. ITrgt'son. He is. 

Air. Starnes. Did you ever sit in a meeting with Lawrence Ruse? 

Air. Ferguson. I did. 

Air. Starnes. AAUio sat in the meeting with you? 

Air. Ferguson. There are quite a niunher, Ylr. Chairman. If y(ai care fur 
the names. I could recall most of them. 

Air. ST.\RNt:s. Xnme some of them. 

Air. Fehiguson. Tliere was Anln*ey Crrossman. an attorney. 

Air. 8tarnes. Is that the same Grossman yon mentioned a while ago? 

Air. Ferguson. Xo, sir. ilio otlier om^ was Gi*oss. This is Anhrev Gros.sman, 
an att(n-ney who defended the accused in the Kiu<j-Ramseif-('onner case. There 
was Alervyn Rathhorne, secretary of the American Radio Telegraphists Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Do vou know Air. Ferguson, Air. Eathborne? 

Air. Pathrorxe. I believe, if that is the same person, he Avas at one 
time connected Avith the Alarine Firemen’s Union on the Pacific coast. 
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i\Ir. Matthews. I think lie is so identified in this record in other 
places. Did you ever meet him personally? 

Mr. Katiiborne. I have met with ]Mr. Ferguson oi‘ I have been at 
meetings at which Mr. Ferguson was present—meetings of the Mari¬ 
time Federation of the Pacific* Coast, and I believe Mr. Ferguson was 
a re]iresentative of the IMarine Firemen's Union at several of those 
meetings. 

Mr. Matthews. He states hei-e that he was business agent for the 
Pacific coast for the Marine Firemen, Oilers & Water Tenders & 
Wipers Association. 

Mr. Katheorne. That would be the same one. 

Mr. Matthews. You say you have attended meetings with ^Ir. 
F erguson ? 

My, Rathborne. Yes. I have been at meetings of various bodies 
of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific when Mr. PYrguson was 
present representing the ^larine P'iremen’s Union. 

Mr. Matthews. Did 3^011 ever sit in ain^ meetings that could be 
called a Communist Pai’tv meeting with Mr. TYrguson ? 

< Mr. Rathborne. No. The onlv meetings T sat with Mr-. Ferguson 
in were meetings of the district council of the Maritime P'ederatioii 
at San Francisco, meetings of the executive committee of that coun¬ 
cil or meetings of the coastwise council of the federatiom 

Mr. Matthews. Did you of your own knowledge know whether 
Mr. PYrguson himself was a member of the Communist Part\Y 

Mr. Rathborne. I knew very little about JMr. Ferguson.. I met 
him only casually at these meetings, so obviously I did not know any 
connection he may have had. 

Mr. Matthews. Did 3^011 know Aubrev Gi-ossman ? 

Mr. Rathborne. Yes. 1 know Aubrev Grossman. 

Mr. Matthews. Did 3011 know him as a Communist? 

Mr. Rathborne. No, sii*. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you have any other statement to make with 
respect to this statement of ]Mr. lYrguson ? 

Mr. Rathborne. The only additional statement I liave to make is 
that I have never heard or never met the other gentleman referred 
to in there—what was his name again? 

Mi\ Matthews. Gi oss. 

Mr. Rathborne. No; that wasn’t it. 

Mr. Matthews. Lawrence Rose? 

Mr. Rathborne. Lawrence Rose. I have never heard of him or 
never met him. 

Mr. Matthews. Others mentioned in this connection are Henry 
Schmidt. Do 3^011 know Henry Schmidt? 

Mr. Rathborne. Yes, sir; I know Hem-y Schmidt. He was the 
president of the Longshoremen’s Thiion in San PT*ancisco. 

•Mr. Matthews. And AValter Stack? 

xMr. Rathborne. Yes; I know Walter Stack. 

Mr. Matthews. And A 1 Quittenton? 

JMr. Rathborne. I think he was connected with the Sailor’s Union 
of the Pacific. I am not sure. 

JMr. Matthews. He is designated here as the secretary of the Sailors’ 
Union of the Pacific. Crabtree of the JMasters, Mates & Pilots Union ? 

Mr. Rathborne. No; I never met him that I recall. 
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Mr. ^Iattiiews. And William Sondheim? 

Mr. KATiiBonxft. 1 don’t know him. 

The Chairman. Did yon answer that question or did you just shake 
your head^ 

Mr. KATiiBOiiXE. I said, ‘T don t know him,” jNIr. Chairman. 

Mr. Matthews. On page 121)30 in a furthei* portion of the testimony 
of i\Ir. Ferguson there appears the following: 

.Mr. Staknks. Do you know any other (Mmiuunists holding; key positions or 
to]) iN»sitions in th(‘ hihor movement on the Paeitie eoast other than Harry BritlgesV 

.Mr. FKRCrsoN. Yes, sir; 1 do. 

yir. Staknks. Mlio are tlieyV 

.Mr. Ekiiouso.n'. ^lervyn KathhoJ'ne. 

Mr. Starnks. Spell that name for \is, :Mr. E\n'gusonV 

Mr. PinmrsoN (spelling the name). He is now ijresident of the AIITA. That 
is the American Radio Telegraphists Association affiliated with the Congress for 
Industrial Organizations. 

Do yon wish to make a comment on that statement ? 

Mr. Rathborxe. AVelh the same comment I made before, that I am 
not a Coinniunist and that this is a statement—a gratuitous statement 
by Mr. Ferguson of his opinion and it is an incorrect opinion. 

' The CiiAiRMAX. Well, that is not quite accurate. Mr. Ferguson said 
that he sat in a traction meeting of the Communist Party with you. 
That is not an ojiinion insofar as he is concerned. It may not be true, 
but it is not an opinion. He says that he sat in a fraction meeting 
of the Communist Party with you. The answer is, as 1 understand it, 
that is not true. 

Mr, Kathhorxe, Xo. The only meetings I sat with Mr. Ferguson 
Mere meetings of the official union body. 

The Chairmax. And 3’ou deny his statement? 

Mr. Rathborxe. That is right. 

Mr. Thomas. ^Ir. Chairman, I MTuild like to ask a question. 

Mr. Marcaxtoxio. I wish he M'ould be permitted to complete the 
answer. 

The Chairman. Go ahead. 

Mr. Katiiborxe. The only meetings I sat in w ith Mr. Ferguson w^ere 
meetings of the official union body of the Maritime Union on the Pacific 
coast knowni as the Maritime Federation of the Pacific. 

The Chairman. That wouldirt include any meetings of Communist 
groups ? 

Mr. Rathborne. Xo. It is a union group. 

Mr. Thomas. ]\Ir. Rathborne, have you evei* at any time sat in on 
ai\y Communist fraction meetings? 

Mr. Rathborne. Xo, sir. 

Mr. Casey. Xow% that last question has not been answ^ered. I wish 
]Mr. Matthew^s w^ould repeat it. It was in connection wnth Mr. Bridges 
and Mr. Rathborne. That wasn’t sitting in at a meeting. He asked 
if he knew some labor leaders on the Pacific coast that w^ere Com¬ 
munists besides ]\Ir. Bridges, as I understand, and he said “Yes, he 
did; Mr. Rathborne.” 

ilr. Matthew^s. But he named others because it wt\s- 

Mr. Casey. I would like to get the witness’ answer to that. 

The Chairman. I thought he answered it. He said he wTisn’t a 
Communist. Didn’t 3^011 ? 

Mr. R.\thborne. Yes, sir. 
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Tlie CirAiK]MAx. xViid 3^011 never have been a member of tlie Com¬ 
munist Part}"? 

]\rr. Rathborne. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Never have been affiliated in an}" respect with the 
Communist Party, have you? 

Mr. Rathborne. No. sir; I haven’t. 

ilr. Casea\ AVas tliat what you liad in mind when you said it 
was his opinion and, his opinion was incorrect? 

Mr. Rathborne. I say that was Mr. Ferguson’s opinion and if that 
is his oi)iuion, it is an incorrect opinion. 

Tlie Chairman. A fraction meeting was not a question of opinion. 
The witne.ss testified he sat in a fraction meeting. 

Mr. VooRHis. Did Mr. Ferguson so testify? 

IMr. ]\Iatthews. There were two statements. The first was at a 
meeting and the second does not state the connection in which he 
claims to loiow about Mr. Rathborne. 

]\Ir. VooRiiis. Does he say the meeting was a Communist fraction 
meeting? 

]Mr. IMatthews. He doesn’t say a fraction meeting. He said a 
Communist meeting. 

The Chairman. Let us pi’oceed. 

i\Ir. Marcantonio. If I may interrupt, Mr. Chairman, so as we 
can have the record clear. I don’t want to have any confusion on 
this point as to the meetings, whether he sat in a fraction meeting 
or any kind of a Communist meeting at all, if that is what was in my 
colleague’s from INIassachusetts mind. Is that correct? 

^fr. Casey. That is correct. 

Mr. ]\Iarcantonio. I think INIr. Rathborne ought to be permitted 
to answer that question. 

The Chairman. He answered it. 

ill*. Marcantonio. I believe he has, but at the same time- 

The Chairman. He said he had not. 

Mr. Rathborne. If that is what Mr. Ferguson says, he was not 
telling the trutli. 

The Chairman. All right, go ahead. 

Mr. jSlAYrHEWS. ISIr. IMaurice Malkin appeared before this com¬ 
mittee as a witness and on page 5767 of the record of the committee 
there appears the following: 

The Chairman. Ar(‘ there any other unions you know that are under the 
ccnitrol of the Comiuiinist Party? 

Hr. ^Malkin. I have g‘<^>t a list of the unions here. 

The ChairxMAn. Suupose you let him give us the names of them. 

Mr. Malkin. Yes. 

The Chairman. I want to get the complete list. 

]\Ir. Malkin. Of course, I have mentioned the Furrier Workers and the 
Tran.sportation Workers and the Communications Association. 

The Chairman. Let me ask you about the Communications; is that under 
the control of the Communists? 

Mr. ;Malkin. Absolutely: under Rathborne. 

^Ir. Matthews. How do you know be is a Communist? 

Mr. Malkin. I have seen him down at the office of the Communist Party 
dozens of tim<\s. 

Do you know ]\Ir. ]\Iaurice Malkin? 

^Ir. Rathborne. No. I would like to ask who the gentleman is. 
I have never heard of him. 
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ilArniKWs. He was a witness before this committee. At one 
time he was an orixanizer for the International Labor Defense and at 
another time he was an active- 

Mr. Marcaxtoxto. T want to interpose an objection. Mr. ^Malkin, 
to my own knowledae. was never an organizer for the International 
Labor Defense. He was a clerk and forced a check and was lii'ed for 
foi'oerv. 

The CiiAiinMAX. He is askino- from the l ecord as to what the witness 
lestitied. 

Mr. Marcaxtoxto. He made a statement. Mr. Matthews made a 
statement that his man was an organizer. 

Tlie CiiAiRMAX. But identifying him from the witness’ testimony. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. I shall be very ^lad to read from the witness’ own 
testimony on that ])articnlar point. 

The CiTAiRMAX. He is identifying* the witness so ]SIr. Eathborne 
may know* wiio he is, 

ilr. ^Matthew’S. Tlie w’itness introduced originals as exhibits before 
this committee and copies of the originals are printed here in the 
record. On j)age 5744 appear the credentials issued to ^Ir. Malkin 
[reading] : 

Credential 


To Vi'hom It Mai! Coocrrn: 

This will introduce Comrade M. Malkin, who has been aiipointed as special 
organizer for the International Labor Defense to do field organization work in 
the Albany section. Plea.se give him every assistance possible. 

And again: 


To Whom It May Concern: 


This is to certify that the bearer is authorized to act in the name of the Inter¬ 
national Labor Defense. Any courtesy extended to him will be appreciated. 
Thanking you. 

Fraternally yours, 

Carl Hackfj{. 

International Labor Defense, District Organizer. 


Mr. Marcaxtoxto. AVhat date was that? 

Mr. M.vttiiew^s. Dated October 1, 1931 . 

^Ir. Marcaxtoxto. And since then he w^orked as a .shipping clerk 
and wTis fired for forging a check. 

^Ir. Matttiew\s. 1 tmly stated 'hit one time he w*as an organizer for 
the International Labor Defense." ^Ir. Marcantonio said he w^asn’t. 
'rhere are live or six other credentials of the International Labor 
Defense. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Let ns not get into a disiiute about INIr. ]\lalkin. 
The point is he made certain statements. What is the question you 
asked the witness about ]\fr. Malkin? We have not had an answer on 
that. 

^Ir. Eatiirorxe. On that statement, ilr. Chairman, I w*ould like to 
sa}’ in the first place I have never heard of ]\Ir. Malkin. He has no 
connection with oui* organization whatsoever and any statement he 
may have made about our union, I don't know where he got the 
information becau.se 1 know* he didn't get it from the union and so 
from my point of view- it is based on veiw ])oor sources and the state¬ 
ment that he made in the record thei'e, is incorrect. It is not true. 

Mr. Casey. The statement is that he had seen you in Communist 
headquarters 12 times, I think it w*as. 
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Mr. INIattiiews, ^‘Dozens of times.” Have 3^11 ever been to Com¬ 
munist headquarters in New York, Mr. Rathborne? 

Mr. Rathbokne. I have been down town to the book store—down- 
staii's a couple of times. 

Ml*. Matthews. On Tliirteenth Street? 

Mr. Rathborne. That is correct. 

INIr. Matthews. But not in the headquartei’s of the party upstairs? 

Mr. Rathborne. No, sir. 

Mr. Thomas. Have you ever been in any othei* Communist head¬ 
quarters in New York City? 

iNIr. Rathborne. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Well, let us stick now to the statement that he 
had seen 3^)11 at Commuuist headquarters ^‘dozens of times.” Is that 
true or false? 

]\Ir. Rathborne. That is not a true statement. 

]\rr. Matthews. On April 24 , 1940 , ]Mr. Fred Howe appeared be¬ 
fore this committee as a witness and I have here before me a tran¬ 
script of Mr. Howe's testimonv, which has not as 3Tt been printed. 

The Chairman. 44 ie witness has had an opportunity to see a cop3^ 
of that transcript. You have a cop3^ of the testimony furnished 3’ou 
by our committee? 

I\Ir. RATHiiORNE. Yes, sir. The committee furnished me a copy, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Casey. A cojiv of whose testimonv? 

Mr. Rathborne. Mr. Howe’s testimony? 

]\Ir. Casey. Have you read that testimony? 

Mr. Rathborne. IYs, sir; I have. 

]\Ir. Casey. I suggest, in the intei*est of expedition, he read over 
the thiims he objects to in Mr. Howe’s testimony and tell why he 
objects to it. 

The Chairman. You don’t mean objects to it. You mean den 3 " it? 

]\Ir. Casey. Deny or affirm. 

The Chairman. Well, I don’t know about that. In order to follow 
the rules of the committee I su^^est that 3^)11 ask him questions. 

]\rr. Matthp:ws. On ])a^e 58 of the transcript- 

Mi\ Marcantonio. Excuse me, with the resei vation, of course, Mr. 
Chairman, that on those matters that Mi‘. Matthews does not inquire 
about, that the witness be permitted to discuss. 

The CiiAiitMAN. Will you suggest them to the Chair? 

Marcantonio. We certainly shall. The witness will do that 
as we g*o alonij:. 

Mr. Matthews. On pa^e 58 , line 4: 

Mr. Matthews. Now, will yon please first answer the question and then give 
as definite, as yon are able, a reason for yonr answer: Is Hathliorne a Coin- 
innnistV 

Mr. Howe. Yes. 

And then for quite a number of paoes there follows Mr. Howe's 
complete answer or exjilanation of his answer. Do you wish to 
comment on his answer in brief? 

]\Ir. Rathborne. T would like to comment on the answer and also 
comment as to wh3" I believe it was o-iven, because latei* in this testi- 
moiD" Mr. Howe makes a statement to the effect that everybody that 
was opposed to him was a Communist and certainl3^ I was one of 
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those who was o])])ose(] to ^Ir. Howe wlien he was iu the American 
Communications Association, and tlie reason I was opposed- 

Ml’. ]\lArrnKws. Can yon cite the i)a^e where he said ‘‘everybody 
o])j)osed to liim was a Commnnist"? 

Mr, Ratiibokxi:. 1 don't know* exactly what pa^e it is on but—he 
didn't make that exact statement. 

Mr, Matthews. He did not make that exact statement? 

Ml'. K.atiiborxe. 1 am not quoting his words. 

Idle CiiAiKAiAX. L(q ns ^et to tliat when we come to that part. The 
first tliino- is you liave read his statement to the effect 3^011 ai'e a Com¬ 
munist. Now. is that time or false? 

Mr. Kathboune. IVelh I have denied that several times and I will 
denv it apiin for the record. 

The CiiAiRMAX. All right. Xow, do you want to state why in 
vour opinion Mr. Howe made that statement ? Is that what I under¬ 
stand ? 

Mr. Kath BORNE. If I may. 

The Chairaian. All right. 

Mr. Rathborne. Mr. Howe was an official of our organization and 
iluring his term of his office he carried on a campaign which was 
detrimental to the union, which was in opposition to the program 
of the union adojited by the membership, which was in violation of 
the constitution of our organization. 

T'he Chairman. All right. Will you tell me what sort of cam¬ 
paign tliat was? You say it Avas in violation of the constitution. 

^Ir. Rathborne. Sjiecificalh', the activities that Mr. Howe engaged 
in Aver(‘—he defied the international officers. He refused to permit 
international officers to jiarticipate in negotiations for contracts as 
provided b}^ the constitution of the union. He persisted in using the 
name ‘\\RTA"—American Radio Telegraphers’ Association—in defi¬ 
ance of the decision of the fourth national convention that the name 
of the oiganization be changed to American Communications Asso¬ 
ciation. C. I. O., which decision was ap])roved by a referendum vote 
of the entire membershi]) of the organization. He repeated^ ac¬ 
cepted nuunbership dues witliout issuing official dues stamp receipts. 

^fr. Casey. AVhat Avas his position then? 

^Ir. Rathborne. He Avas the secretarv of Local Xo. 2, our marine 
local in New Yoi'k Cit 3 \ and as secretary he Avas responsible for 
carrying out the duties under the constitution. 

Tiie CiiATRAiAN. Elected secretary and removed by Avhom? 

Mr. Rathborne. He was sns])ended on Febiaiary 4, 1939, bv vote 
of oui* international e.xecutive boai'd and later in ^laj" of 1939 Avas 
expelled from membership in the union by the members of his own 
local. 

The Chairaian. By a seci'et referendum? 

Ml'. Rathborne. Xo: at a nuunbership meeting that Avas held bv a 
(IuIa' elected trial committee of his oavu members. The trial com¬ 
mittee ])resented the charges, furnished Mr. Hoaa'c Avith them and 
heard all the evidence and tlien brought in a report to a membership 
meeting. The membei'ship meeting voted in accordance with the 
provisions of our constitution that he be expelled and that the ques¬ 
tion not be submitted to referendum vote, and the meeting had that 
right under the provisions of our constitution. 
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Mr. Matthews. Was Mr. Howe present at this meeting? 

Mr. Kathborne. Mr, Howe refused to attend the meeting. He was 
furnislied by registered mail, return receipt, with copies of the 
cliarges. He was requested to appear and the trial was postponed 
twice, due to his failure to appear. 

]Mr. Marcantonio. May I suggest the witness be permitted to read 
into the record the resolution with regard to ]\[r. Howe. It is a reso¬ 
lution of expulsion. It is an official record of the union and the 
witness has that with him. Other witnesses have been permitted to 
read letters. 

The Chairman. Wait a minute. Now, doivt get into an argument. 

Mr. ^Iarcantonio. I am making my argument for my motion. 

The Chairman. You have a resolution of the committee. 

Mv. Rathborne. I have here a resolution which was adopted by 
the international executive lioard of our union, which is the highest 
body, sus])ending him fi’om office, and I also have here the transcript 
of the trial proceedings at which he was exjielled in the membership 
meeting. In the transcript it lists the specific charges that he was 
brought up on and expelled on; and if the chairman would ]iermit 
me I would like to put in the record—read into the record tlie reso¬ 
lution and the enumerated specific charges, which are 8 or 10, that 
he was brought up on trial for. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Thoimas. Mi\ Rathborne, at that meeting where his expulsion 
took ])lace, how maii}^ members were jiresent at that tiineJ 

Mr. Rathborne. I don't know ])ositivelv. I think it was about 
30. 

The Chairman. How many members are there in the local? 

Mr. Rathborne. Four-hundred-sixty-some. 

The Chairman . Thirty members were present out of four- 
hundred-sixty-odd that voted to expel him. Is that right? 

ill*. Rathborne. That is right. I would like to add a point that 
other members have the right, under our constitution, if they dis¬ 
agreed with the action of those 30 members, to submit the question 
to referendum vote by petitions signed by 15 percent of the local. 

The Chairman. Why didn’t the committee submit it to referen¬ 
dum and ]iermit the entire membership to pass on it? 

ilr. Rathborne. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I don’t know the 
answer to that question. Under the constitution they have a right 
to do it either way. 

The Chairman. Didn’t you say a moment ago the committee voted 
not to submit it to referendum? 

Mr. Rathborne. Yes, sir, they did; but I do not know their 
reasons. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. VooRHTS. One question. Could the committee have submitted 
it to referendum if they had chosen to do so? 

ilr. Rathborne. The committee could have submitted the question 
to referendum if it had chosen to do so. In addition, 15 percent of 
the members of the local could have done so if they desired to have 
a referendum on that particular question: and if they had signed a 
petition and presented it to the local they could have had a referen¬ 
dum on the expulsion of Mr. Howe. But 15 percent of the mem- 
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bers—n petition was started—but 15 percent of the lueiubers did not 
siiifii it. 

Mr. Casky. IVas Mr. Howe o-iven a notice of tliis meeting ^ 

Mr. lb\TiiHOiiNE. ]\Ir. Howe was served notice by registered inaib 
return receijH requested. Tlie notice contained specific char<res 
a^-ai]ist Mr. Howe, and the date on wliich tlie tiaal—the date and 
place on which tlie trial would be lield. 

^Ir. Casey. IVas he presents 

Ml*. liATiiiiOKNE. He did not attend. 

^Ir. (\vsEY. Did he have counsel? 

Mr. liATiiHOKNE. I will luivc to look in the record for that. 'No. 
He was requested to send a representative and he declined to do so. 

Mr. d'lioMAS. ^Ir. Eathl)orne, isn't it very stranoe that at a ineet- 
ino’ where action was to be taken to expel the secretaiT of the local 
that out of 450 members only JIO should be ]n'esent ? 

^Ir. Kathborne. Xot in this particular situation because that is a 
marine local and many of the members a]*e at sea and our member- 
.shi]> meetin<rs are normally attended from between. 30 and 40 people. 

]\lr. THO>rAs. But this was a very important action you took there, 
to susjiend an officer of the local, and out of 450 members there cer¬ 
tainly must have been more than 30 in this countiy that could have 
attended. 

Mr. Casey. That isn't so strano-e as is the fact the accused himself 
did not appear. 

]\Ir. Ttioaias. I am not addressina* the question to you. I am 
addressina my question to the witness and 1 would like to have the 
witness answer it. 

Mr. Ratiiborne. I would say that that is a marine local and most 
of the members are normally at sea and the average attetidance at 
membership meetings over a ])eriod of years has been 30 or 40 
peo]jle. So this was a normally attended meeting. 

;^ir. Tiiohas. But at your average meeting you don't expel some¬ 
body, particularly an officer. 

Jfr. Rathbokne. Well, that is true. 

IMr. VooRTTTS. What were the substantial charges against Mr. HoAve? 

Mr. ]\Iarcantonio. IMay I say this, that the Avitness aa as given per¬ 
mission to read into the record the resolution containing the charges 
plus the specific charges that Avere presented to him. 

Mr. Thomas. And ilr. ]Marcantonio, I am A^ery much in agree¬ 
ment Avith that idea. I think it should be put into the ]‘ecord. 

^Ir. Ratiiborne. On February 4, 1939, the international executive 
board of our union met and adopted the folloAving resolution: 

WlKMTas P^red M. Howe, secrot.ary of Eocal No. 2, has, for a ueriod of months 
past, openly violated the c«»nstitutioii of the American Communications Asso¬ 
ciation, C. I. O., and defied the international officers, has refused to permit the 
international officers to particii)ate in the neprotiation of contracts with em¬ 
ployers, as i)rovided hy the c<mstitution; has persisted in usinj? the name Arta 
in defiance of the decision of the fourth national convention that the name 
of the orjjanization be chauired to American Communications Association, 
C. I. O., which decision was approved by a referendum vote of the entire 
membership of the organization; has repeatedly accepted imanbership dues 
without issuing official dues stajuj) recffipts, as required by the ccmstitution, 
and otherwise violated its provisions and failed to keep proper financial ac¬ 
counts ; and 

Whereas at the meeting of Local No. 2 held on January 24. 1939, the said 
Fred M. Howe procured the ademption of a resolution by the local refusing to 
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pay any per capita tax in the future to the American Communications Asso¬ 
ciation, G. I. O., and has recommended and advocated a resolution of secession 
from the American Communications Association, C. I. O., and is now endeavor¬ 
ing to have the said recommendation adopted hy a minority of the members 
of said Local No. 2 in the name of the majority; and 

Whereas the large majority of the memliers of the said local is now at 
sea and the local meetings will he attended by a small minority of the said 
membership, and there is danger that those who will attend may he under the 
improper intinenee of said Fred M. Howe and take action which will be 
injurious to the membershii) of the said local as well as the international as a 
whole; 

Now, therefore, in pursuance to the provi.sion of the constitution of the 
American Communications Association, C. 1. O., which enjoins upon the inter¬ 
national executive hoard the duty of carrying out the wishes of the members of 
the association and to pi’otect the property and interests of the association, and 
in order to prevent the carrying (Uit of the said treasonable designs to disrupt 
Local No. 2, or to procure its secession from the American Communications 
Association, C. I. O., he it 

Hcsolred, That this board hereby suspends the Fred N. Howe from his office 
as secretary of Local No. 2, as an emergency measure, pending the preferring 
and hearing of charges against him under the constitution; and it is hereby 
further 

Resolved, That Chester H. Jordan and Roy A. Pyle, vice presidents of the 
marine division, be, and they are hereby appointed joint administrators of 
Local No. 2, and they are hereby directed to take possession of the office of said 
local, its books, records, papers, and effects, money in bank, and all other 
l>roperty, and they keep, i)re.serve, and administer the same, as well as the 
contracts of said local with employers, and otherwise carry on the functions 
of the said local and pre.serve and protect the interests of the members thereof, 
pending further action by the membership of this international as well as of 
the said Local No. 2. 

That Avas the resolution adopted. 

The CiiAiPMAN. Let me see tliat resolution, if you don’t mind. 

Mr. Thomas. As 1 understand, Mr. Rathhorne, a copy of those 
'Charges were sent to Mr. Howe, were they not? 

Mr. Rathbornp:. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Thomas. Before this meeting? 

Mr. RATiinoPNE. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. Thomas. Have you got a co])y of the letter that was sent to 
Mr. Howe? 

Mr. Rathhorne. Perhaj^s it is in this record. AVill you give me a 
minute to look it over? 

The Chairman. L)o you have the return receipt or any evidence 
from the Post Office Department that such a letter was sent? 

Mr. Rathhorne. 1 Inn^e tlie return receipt; yes, sir. I don’t know 
ihatT have it Avith me. but I can make it available to the committee. 

The Chairman. If yon Iuiat it, will yon furnish the committee the 
return receipt or the registered notice or Avhatever you haAe. You 
sent it under registered mail? 

Mr. Rathhorne. Registered mail and return receipt requested. 

The Chairman. You Avoiild have tAvo records of it—the registry 
and the return receipt. 

Mr. Rathhorne. Yes. 

Mr. Tho:mas. AVill yon turn those over to the committee? 

Mr. Casey. iNfr. HoAve testified he did not get a notice, so that 
would be very inqiortant if you have a return receipt. 

Mr. Thomas. Hoav soon do you think you can turn it over to the 
committee? 

Mr. Rathhorne. I am returning Friday- 
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Mr. Makcaxtoxio. I will oive it to you Moiulay or Tuesday, at the 
latest. 

The Cn.MHMAX. Isirt this unusual [readino-J. 

Wliort*ns. a lar^u* inajoiMly <>f the intMubors of the said local is now at sea and 
the local in(‘etin;rs will he attended by a small minority of the said inembershiiv, 
and tliere is danjter that tliose who will attend may b(‘ niider the improper 
inlhience of said Fred M. Howe and take action whi( h will hi) injurious to the 
memluM-sliip of tlu* said local as well as the inlernational as a whole— 

IVhat justitication would there he for the iuteriiatioiial oilicers to 
assume they eaniiot trust the men who are present and therefore pro¬ 
ceed to the trial of a man that involves whether or not he will con¬ 
tinue in Ills duly elected office. This is a very serious charge. There 
aie vei;y serious consequences. 

AVhat justitication would there he for the officers to say: “We can’t 
trust the memhers who would be present because they may be under 
the impro[)er influence of Fred Howe and therefore we will deal with 
the matter'’ in the way in which they did ? 

Mr. KATimoRXE. Very easily explained. It happens that our mar¬ 
ine locaLs—they hand out jobs —that is, with onr contracts with the 
employers, the siiipping is done through the union hall; and tlie 
iinprojier inlhience referred to is ^Ir. Howe attempting to give his 
friends jobs—those that supported him—and those tliat opposed him, 
to refuse them the opportunity of obtaining employment. 

The. CiiAiiiMAx. But doesn't that involve a distrust of democratic 
])roce,sses? Here you say that most of your meetings are conducted 
by ‘10 members being present. 

Rathborxe. Yes, sir. 

Tlie (hiAiinwAN. Thirty or forty? 

]\lr. RATiinoaxE. Yes, sir. 

The Viiairman. And that is because most of them are at sea? 

]\lr. Ratiiiiokne. That is right. 

d'he Chair WAX. Here you have a union, and you are going to try 
your secretary on serious charges which involve his expulsion from 
the union, and you are not willing to trust the 30 membei^s who are 
])resent because you fear that they might be under the improper 
influence of Fred Howe. 

Mr. Katiiborxe. IVell, tlnit was tlie case, ]\Ir. Chairman. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Do you do that often? I mean, is that a regular 
procedure? 

Ml*. R.vthhorxe. Xo. sir: it is not. This was a case in this particu¬ 
lar situatirin—Howe was violating the shipping rules of the local 
which wei*e approved by the membei’shi}). The shipping rules pro¬ 
vided the members do their own handing out of their jobs. If you 
took aAvay that right from the members and he set himself up as "the 
one to |)ass on all people who got the jobs, as a result he was able to 
set up a machine there where his fi-iends got the jobs and people that 
were ojiposing him wei’e denied the opportunity to work, and so in 
the membershi]) meetings—he was able to ])ut over any program he 
wanted to whether it was good or bad just through the threat of 
withholding employment from the members. 

Tlie CiiAiRM.vx^. Well, didn’t you say that a moment ago, approxi¬ 
mately? Or yasn’t it unanimous on the part of the 30 who were 
present in voting to ex])el him? Or did you say that? 
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Mi\ Rathbokne. That was after he was suspended. He was sus¬ 
pended in February. Tlie trial took place for his expulsion in May, 

The Ctiairman. And it Avas unanimous on the part of the 30 
present? 

i\Ir. Rathborne. I l)elieve it was; yes, sir. I don't know whether it 
Avas exactly unanimous, but it AA^as a very large majority. I have the 
record here. I can look it up, if you like. 

Uy. T HOMAs. What did you do, AA ait until such time as you could 
find 30 members avIio AAould be against him? 

Mr. Rathborne. JMr. HoAAe Avas advocating—Avas openly advocat¬ 
ing—secession of a section of our union from our organization—tak¬ 
ing it aAAay in violation of the constitution. In order to preATnt 
him splitting aAvay a part of our union, he AAas suspended from 
membership, AAhich the international executiAT board—and his influ¬ 
ence toward secession Avas thereby taken aAvay and later on, after 
the requirements of the constitution Avere fulfllled, Mr. Hoavo was 
brought to trial by his f>AAn meml)ers in accordance AAith the consti¬ 
tution adopted by the meml)ership of our union and tried strictly 
according to that constitution. 

Mr. Thomas. Ho\\^ often does that local meet? 

Mr. Rathborne. Once a Aveek. 

Mr. Thomas. And AAliy did you Avait 3 months befoi'e you had 
this trial? 

Mr. Rathborne. I don^t knoAv exactly v^hy the long delay. There 
Avere court cases, and ]\Ir. HoAve AAent to court, and the court found 
that the action of the international Avas within the proAUsions of 
the constitution, and also it was necessary to circulate a petition 
preferring the charges against Mr. IIoAve, Avhich AA’ere signed by 15 
percent of the membership, and there Avere other actions that Avere 
taken in the meantime. 

Mr. Casey. Did Mr. Hoaac protest the manner of his expulsion? 

]\Ir. Rathborne. He protested the manner of his suspension. 

The Chairman. As a matter of fact, he has a lawsuit noAV in- 
Amhung this Avhole question? 

Mr. Rathborne. That is right; yes, sir. 

Mr. Marcantonio. Noav, Avill you read the specific charges into 
the record? 

Mr. Rathborne. Charge No. 1 states: 

Fred M. Howe has for months past deliberately and willfully violated sec¬ 
tion 15 of article 6 of the constitution of the American Communications Asso¬ 
ciation, in that he has entered into secret agreements with shipowners; and 
has refused to permit duly elected members of the internatii»nal executive 
board, who are vice presidents of the marine divisions, to attend and i)artici- 
pate in negotiations with shipowners. 

Then it quotes the article of the constitution. 

Mr. Thomas. You aa^cic looking for the copy of the letter you sent 
to Mr. Howe? 

Mr. Rathborne. Do you Avant that first? 

Mr. Thomas. Did you find it? 

Mr. Marcantonio. Wait a moment. The agreement was he Avas 
going to read that statement first—the charges—and then he will 
come to that letter. 

The Chairaian. Yes; continue Avith the charges. 

Mr. Rathborne. Charge No. 2 [continuing] : 
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Tlio said Frod M. Howe lias violated the iirovisioiis of artiele 11, seetions 
2^ to .‘H of said (*oiistitiition. in tliat he has collected moneys from various 
memlxTs of th(‘ American Cominnnications Association and had refus(*d to 
issii(‘ otiicial reci'ipts therefor, hut has ndaiiu'd this money and refused to 
pay per capita tax to the Am(*rican Communications Association; and has 
failed to render a proiier account of same, tlua-ehy jeopardizing the good 
standing nuMuhership of iiKanluM’s of the American Comniunicati<»ns Associa¬ 
tion in the international and in the C. 1. O. and has further caused to be 
printed illegal receipt hooks in place and stead of the otiicial American Com¬ 
munications Association receipt book. 

Vooiuns. Did you have complaints from individual members 
of the local on that jioint, ^Ir. Rathborne? 

^Ir. Ratiibokne. Yes, sir; we did. We had many complaints fiom 
members that they were not receiving proper receipts and thereby 
their standing was jeopardized as members of our union. 

Idle Ciiaikmax. Well, now, it seems to me—I am not absolutely 
certain, and I dond want to interrupt you, but in comiectiou with 
liiat charge it seems to me that the testimony of Mr. Howe was to the 
efiect that the international office ceased supplying the secretaries 
with the stamps necessary to place upon these receijits, 

Mr. jMattiiews. Tliat was with respect to Mi*. O'Shea’s testimony. 

The Chairmax. I may be mistaken in that. 

Mr. Ratiiborxe. I want to say that stamps were available at all 
times if Mr. Howe had cared to get them. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Xow, I notice in connection with that [reading]: 

Whereas at the meeting of Local Xo. 2 held on .January 24, 1939, the said 
Fred H. Uowe procured the adoption of a resolution by the local refusing to 
liay any per capita tax in the future to the American Communication^ Associa¬ 
tion, C. 1. O. 

Do you mean that the local at a meeting voted not to pay the per 
capita tax? 

^fr. Rathborxe. That is correct, but that motion was in violation 
of the constitution that was adopted by all the members, the same 
thing as if one of the States adopted a law that is unconstitutional. 

The CiiATRMAX. Wouldn't the members who voted for it be just as 
guilty as ^Ir. Howe was? 

Mr. Ratiiborxe. He was the one who advocated it. 

The Ciiairmax. 'Well, I iindenstand that; but if the members voted 
for it, wouldn't they be just as guilty as ilr. Howe so far as the 
union was concerned? 

^Ir. Ratiiborxe. It was our purpose, Mr. Chairman, not to wreck 
the union, but to try to ]ireserve the union as much as jiossible, and 
to get rid of the influence that was causing these illegal and unconsti¬ 
tutional activities, and Mr. Howe was the langleader. He was the 
one that was leading the parade, and when he quit that ended it, 

Mr. Thomas. Was that why he was suspended and expelled—be¬ 
cause he was the ringleader in this union—this local? 

Mr. Ratiiborxe. He was a ringleader in a move to cause Local Xo. 
2 to secede from our organization—to swing it over to another or- 
ganizati()n — and to violate the constitution, negotiate secret agree¬ 
ments with the shipowners, and to collaborate with the labor spies 
working in the X. ^1. U. 

The Ciiairmax. AVe will suspend at this time until 10 o’clock tomor¬ 
row morning. 

(AVhereiij^on. at 3:30 p. m., the hearing was adjourned until 10 
a. m., Alay 9, 1940.) 


«Dri«Ma» 




LWESTKiATlON Of UX-AMERICAN rRORAOAXDA 
ACTIVITIES LN THE UNITED STATES 


THURSDAY, MAY 9, 1940 

HoUJ^E of REPHE8EXTATlVESy 

Committee ox Un-Amekicax xVctivities^ 

Washing tally D. C\. 

'riie conimittoe met at 10 a. m.. Hon. Martin Dies (chairman) pre¬ 
siding. 

Tile Chaikmax. The committee ivill come to orcleiv 

Tlie chairman is sitting as a subcommittee of one until the other 
members arrive. 

Mr. Kathborne, ivill yon please come forward^ 

Mr. i\lAH('AXToxio. Chairman, 1 anr sorry Mr. Rathborne 
not here yet. 

ddie CuAiiiMAx. Very well, we will recess until he comes. 

(Whereupon, at 10:05 a. m.. a recess was taken until 10:30 a. m.,. 
the same day.) 

aftek EECess 

The Chaikmax. Tlie Chair wants to announce that at 11 o'clock 
the House begins consideration of the transportation bill and that 
that will be followed immediately by the agricultural apjiropriation 
bill, and my undei*standing of the jirogram is that the House is going 
to run until tonight. 

In view of that fact, we would have such a short time to proceed 
that the Chair thinks it is advisable to defei* this hearing until a 
further date, to be determined u]X)n the basis of the legislative pro¬ 
gram of the House, ^lany ^Members feel that it is of vital interest 
to be present at the debate that is going to begin at 11 o'clock. 

We only have a few minutes now, and I have consulted Mr. Marc- 
antonio, counsel for Mr. Rathborne, and he agTees Avith me that that 
is. perhaps, the best i)rocedure. 

Therefore, we shall not hold the hearing today. 

Mr. Mai;(wxtoxio. You don't propose to hold any hearings to- 
moiaoAv, do you. Mr. Chairman? 

d'he CmviK^iAX. Xo: not this Ave^ic. Tii other Avoids, AAdien the 
committee I'esumes its hearings ]\Ir. Rathboiaie avjII be the first Avit- 
ness, and Ave Avill choose a day Avhen there is no heaA'y legislatiA^e 
jirogi’am and Ave can continue the hearing. It is A^eiw inconATuient to 
be running backwai-d and forAvard and losing the chain of the ex¬ 
amination. We can't meet tomorroAv. because the Smith committee 
has asked for the caucus I'oom. 

So the committee Avill stand adjoiiined. subject to the call of the 
chairman. 

(Whei’euj)on, at 10:.35 a. m., the hearing aams adjourned Avithout 
date.) 

04981 - 10—ml. 18 - 80 
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INVESTIGATIOX OF UX-AMERICAX PROPAGANDA 
ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1940 

House of Eepkesextativts, 

CoArMiTTEt: OF UX'Aa[Eiucan Activities, 

Washington^ 1), 0, 

The committee met nt 10 a. m.^ Hon. Martin Dies (chairman), pre¬ 
siding. 

Present: Messrs. Dies. Dempsey, iNIason, and Thomas. 

Present also: J. B. ^latthews. Director of Research for the com¬ 
mittee. 

TESTIMONY OF NICHOLAS DOZENBERG 

The CiiAiRArAX. The committee will come to order. The witness 
is Xicholas Dozenberg. 

'W^ill yon please stand and raise 3 ^onr right hand? Do you 
solemnl}^ swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
trutli, so help you God? 

Mr. DozEXBERCf. I do. 

The CiiAiRMAX. Give your full name to the reporter, please. 

^h\ Dozexeerg. Xicholas Dozenberg. 

The CiiATRMAX. You may proceed. Dr. Matthews. 

^\v. Matthews. Do you use a middle initial, ilr. Dozenberg? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Xo. 

]\rr. iNlATTiiEws. You have in the past used a middle initial, have 
you not? 

Mr. Dozexberg. I have in connection with X. L. Da 11 ant. 

]Mr. Matthews. The initial was ‘‘L”? 

Mr. Dozexberg. L. 

]Mr. jMatthews. AVliat did the “L” stand for? 

^Ir. Dozexberg. Ludwig. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Where were you boi*n, Mr. Dozenberg? 

^fr. Dozexberg. For all jiractic’al purposes I suppose I was born 
in Riga, Latvia, but thei-e is a contention 1 was born in this country. 

^Ir. Matthews. There was a contention you say ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. There is a contention that I was born in this 
country. 

]\rr. ^Iatthews. When were you boiai? 

Mr. DozExr,ERG. Xovember 15. 1882. 

^Ir. Maiutiews. Wliat do you mean by ‘‘there being a contention 
that you were born in this countiT”? 

iMr. Dozexberg. Xow. Mr. Chainnan, may I request that no pic¬ 
tures be taken. I streiuioiisly object to it. 
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Tlie Chairivian (addressing several photographers). Well, gentle¬ 
men, I’efrain from taking pictures. 

Mr. Dozenberg. When I saw mv mother the last time she told me 
a stoi‘y which, accoixling to her. was a secret, io the effect that 1 was 
born here in this country during the time when she made a trip to 
this country seeking for hei* sister and bi*other-in-law who at one 
time had run away with a ])ay roll—a })ay i-oll representing about 
seven or eight hundi-ed men’s j)ay, monthly ])ay, and that I was 
born in this country during that trip, at Bismarck, X. Dak. That is 
the contention. 

The Chairman. That is what your motlier told you ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. That is what my mother told me. 

Tlie Chairman. Have you ever found any recoixl of entry of your 
mother to tlie United States or any evidence that she was here at that 
time? 

Mr. Dozenberg. ]\Ir. Chaiiinan, I didn't pay the least attention to 
it liecause my status as a citizen was satisfactory to me. I had been 
naturalized in 1911 and I simply did not pay any attention to it at 
all. 

Mr. Matthews. AVhen did youi* mother tell you this story of your 
bii’th in this country ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. In 1919. 

Ml*. Mat^ptiews. Where was she at that time? 

ill*. Dozenbp:rg. In Prince xVlbert, Saskatcliewan, Canada. 

Mr. Matthews. Is your mother alive? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Xo; she is not. 

Ml*. IdA'rriiEWS. How long has she been deceased ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Oh, for 15 or lb years now. 

Mr. Mattihavs. Is it the understanding that you yourself do not 
claim that this is a correct story of your birth ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I have not formally claimed it; no. 

Mr. Matthiavs. You were naturalized, were you not, in the Ignited 
States? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Yes. * 

Mr. Matthews. M’^hen? 

Mr. Dozenberg. On February G, 1911. 

Mr. ^Matthews. AAdiere were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. United States district court in Boston, Mass. 

]\Ir. JMatthews. When did you come to the United States, Mr. 
Dozenberg, neglecting for the‘nioment this story of your mother’s? 

Mr. Dozenberg. In June 1904. 

Mr. Matutiews. You were at that time 22 years of age, a]iproxi- 
mately? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Xo. I was just a little over ;20—I would have 
been 21 in Xovember. 

Mr. Matthews. You would have been 22 in Xovember? 

^Ir. Dozenberg. Xo. 

Mr. Matthews. You were born Xovember 15, 1882? 

^Ir. Dozenberg. 1882. 

^Ir. Matthews. Then you were already 21, were you not ? 

The Chairman. AVell, the record speaks foi* itself. 

Mr. Dozenbp:rg. I won’t dispute that. 1 may be wrong. But my 
impression was that 1 was 20 and would have been 21 but perhaps 
I was 21 and would have been 22. 
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]\Ir. Mattiikws. You would Inive been '2*2 on November lo, 11)04:, 
or 5 months after your arrival in this country. 

AVhere did you land in the United States? 

]\Ir. Dozenueko. From what I remember, I landed in New York. 

Mr. ]\Lvitiiews. What steamer did you cross the Atlantic on? 

]Mr. Dozenheeg. Xorgc. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Was that a shii) of the Norwegian Line? 

Mr. Dozenhekg. I think they call it the Norwegian-Ainerican Line, 
if I am not mistaken, but I would not say for sure. 

Mr. Matfiiews. Where was your first residence in the United 
States? 

Mr. DozExiiEEG. In Boston, Mass. 

ilr. Matitiews. Did you go immediately from New York to Bos¬ 
ton? 

Mr. Dozenheug. If I reniembei* correctly, I immediately went over 
there. 

Mr. Math HEWS. Whei-e did you reside in Boston? 

Mr. Dozexuekg. Several }>laces. Principally in the section of 
Boston called Koxbury. 

Mr. Matthews. R-o-x-b-u-r-y ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes, 

Mr. ^Iatthews. How long did you reside in Boston? 

Mr. Dozexberg. It must have been 17 or 18 years—something of 
that sort. 

Mr. Mat'chews. From 1901 until about 1921 or 1922. 

Mr. Dozexberg. 1920—16 years. 

Mr. MArniEWs. Until 1920? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. What occupations were you engaged in during 
your residence in Boston? 

Mr. Dozexber(j. For the major part I was a railroad locomotive 
machinist. 

Ml*. IMatthews. How long after you came to this country did you 
obtain employment ? 

Mr. Dozexberce 1 could not recollect now. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you have relatives in Boston? 

^Ir. Dozexberg. I had my brother-indaw here.^ 

Mr. Maitihavs. In this country: and was he residing in Boston? 

Mr. Dozexbeiig. He was residing in Boston. 

Mr. ^Maithews. Did you live with liiin when you first arrived? 

Mr. Dozexberg. 1 think I did. 

^Ir. iSLvTTiHAvs. Was it some weeks or months after you came to 
this country that you obtained eiujiloyment? 

Mr. DozVxr.ERG. I wouldnl even try to make an attempt to re¬ 
member. That is 66 or 67 years ago. 

Mr. Matthews. Well, don't you remember whether you wei*e em¬ 
ployed oi- unemployed, >ay, for a jieriod of 6 months or a year after 
your arrival ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. T do not remember definitely. I may have been, 
and I may not have been. 

^Ir. Maitiiews. Where was your first job? 

Mr. DozEXiiERG. My first job was with the firm making artificial 
marble—Meyers A Co., if I remember correctly. 

Mr. Mati’hews. M-e-y-e-r-s? 
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]Mi-. Dozenberg. Yes. 

Mr. oMatthews. And was that in Boston? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Boston. 

IVIr. ^Iai^'iiews. And how long did 3^011 woi’k for Meyers & Co.? 
Mr. Dozenberg. I do not remember, but I remember that my next 
job was with the Voss Piano Co. 

Mr. IMattiiews. V-o-s-s? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Yes. 

]\lr. Matthews. Do 3^11 recall how long you woi'ked for the Voss 
Piano Co? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I do not. 

]\Ir. Matthews. What was your next employment? 

]Mr. DozENBFjtG. iW next emphwment was with Kressler & Co. 
Iron Works. 

Mr. Matthews. Will 3^11 please spell that? 
iNIr. Dozenberg. K-r-e-s-s-l-e-r ? 

Mr. ^NIaithews. Kressler c'i Co. Iron Works? 

IMr. Dozenberg. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Do you recall how long 3^11 were employed there? 
Mr. Dozenberg. I do not recall, but I will make a guess, for about 
a 3 ear or so. 

Mr. ]\Iaithews. And what was 3mur next place of employment? 

Mr. DozENBEim. Tlien I obtained employment as a machinist with 
the Yew York, Xew Haven & Hartford Kailroad Co. 

INIi'. ]MxVitiiews. In what 3 "ear did 3^11 obtain employment there? 
Mr. Dozenberg. I think it was in 190G or 1907. Most likely 1906. 
]Mr. INIatthews. And how long did 3^)11 work for the New York,. 
New Haven & Hartford Kailroad Co.? 

Mr. Dozenberg. All this time, until 1920. 

IMr. jMatthews. For approximatelv Id 3 Tars? 

^Ir. Dozenberg. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Matthews. And 3 ’ou were woi'king as a machinist during that 
entire period? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Machinist. 

Mr. Matthews. You were never unemployed during that period ? 
Mr. Dozenberg. Thiemployed ? No. 

Mr. Matthews. That period also covered the World War, is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. That is correct. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you see service during the Woild AVar? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I did not. 

]\rr. Matthews. AAYre you exempted for any special reason? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I was at the age of 32 or 33 3 Tars of age at that 
time, and I understood my classification was not called—the draft 
had not reached that stage. 

Mr. AIatthews. AAYre 3^11 married at that time? 

]Mr. Dozenberg. I was married at that time. 
j\Ir. Maiwhews. AAdiat was your wife’s name? 

Air. Dozenberg. Catherine Dozenberg. 

Air. AIatthews. AAYre 3^11 inari ied in this coiintiT? 

Air. Dozenberg. Yes. 

Air. AIatthews. In what 3 Tar? 

Air. Dozenberg. In 1906. 
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Air. ^Matthews, ilr. Dozeiiher^, in an issue of the Daily Worker 
for October 6, 1923, tliere is a notation of a snl)sci’ii)tion to tlie Daily 
Woi'ker by Xicbolas and Anita Dozenbei'^-. AVlio was Anita Dozen- 
berg ? 

Mr. Dozeneeko. Well, tbei’e is no sncb |)ei*son. That was my fii’st 
Avife's nickname. Hei* name was Ancit and some peo])le who did not 
know bgiu’cd it must have l)een Anita. 

Mr. iNfA^miEWS. Did you become a member of the International 
^Machinists’ Association while you wei'e employed for the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford Kaili oad Co. ? 

]\rr. Dozexrero. Yes. 

]\[r. i^Iatthews. When did you join that union? 

^Ir. DozENiiERO. Soon after I obtained employment with the New 
York, New Haven & Hartfoi’d Eailroad Co. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. In 1906? 

Mr. Dozenberg. 1906. 

]Mr. ^Matthews. Did you continue your membership in that union 
until- 

]\fr. Dozenberg. I continued my membershi]) even after that. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Did you cA’er hold any official position in the In¬ 
ternational Machinists' Association ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. In the local union; yes. 

^Ir. Matthews. What positions did you hold? 

ilr. Dozenberg. I was president, I was secretary, I was ti'easurer, 
and I was chairman of the shop committee. I think I held all the 
positions that the local union could give. 

ilr. Matthews. Was that Local 391 ? 

^Ir. Dozenberg. Correct. 

Jlr. IMatthews. In Boston ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Well, they met in Hyde Park— uoav Boston. 

Mr. IMatthews. A suburb'of Boston at that time? 

Mr. Dozenberg. It was not at that time—at the beginning. It be¬ 
came a subuih of Boston in later years. 

^Ir. IMatthews. Did you, during this period of your employment 
with th(' New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Co., join the 
Socialist Party? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Not as an individual. The joining of the SociaB 
ist Party became a group question. 

Mr. ^Maithews. lYas that the Lettish Federation of Boston, the 
grou[) that you refei* to? 

Mr. Dozenberg. It Avas the Lettish Woj-kmen’s Association and it 
became the Lettish Federation afterAvards, after the federation or 
the a.ssociation had joined the Socialist Party and the Socialist Party 
had grouj)ed its language gi’oups according to languages. They then 
came to be knoAvn as the Lettish Federation—Lettish Federation, 
Finnish Federation. JeAvisli Federation, and so forth. 

Mr. ^lAmiEAvs. But you Avere a membei' of the Lettish Workei'^ 
Association? 

Ml’. Dozenberg. Yes. sir. 

Mr. ]Mattheavs. Did you join that shortly after your arrival in 
this country? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I suppose it must ha at been 3 or 4 years after¬ 
Avards. 
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Mr. Matthews. And tliat body ns n whole joined the Socialist 
Party? 

Mr. Dozenrekg. Yes; that party joined the Socialist Party. 

]\Ir. ]\Iatthews. Is that the way yon became a member? 

Mr. Dozenberg. That is the way we became members; yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. And do you remembei- what year that was? 

Mr. Dozexberg. I could not say for sure. 

Ml*. Matthews. Was it entirely aoreeable to you for the Lettish 
Workers or the Workmen's Association to join the Socialist Party ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Oh, I siqipose it is fair for me to say that it was. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. You were a party to the action, were you? 

Ml*. Dozenberg. (No answer.) 

Mr. jMatthews. Did you favor the vote for it? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I am j^retty sure that I favored voting and voted 
for it. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Were you a member of the Socialist Party con¬ 
tinuously, until the time that the organization became the Lettish 
Federation and joined the Communist Party? 

Mr. Dozenberg. If I remember correctly the joinino- of the Com¬ 
munist Party Avas not any more a matter of Federations joining or 
not. 

Mr. Matthews. Well, did you retain your membership in the 
Socialist Party through your membership in the Lettish Workmen’s 
Association? 

Mr. Dozenberg. Yes. 

]\Ir. Matthews. Until the time that you joined the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Dozenberg. The joining of the Communist Party also became 
a matter of the same ])rocedure nearly. That is, the same form there 
occurred, if I remember correctly. There occurred a split in the 
Socialist Party and one fraction of it later on developed or became 
as the nucleus of the—which later became the Communist Party. 

Mr. Matthews. I understood you to say the same procedure was 
not followed, and it was a matter of the individual joining the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Dozenberg. Now. if you had told me beforehand to prepare 
or to kind of refresh my memory I might be able to tell you in more 
detail as to dates and how and so forth, but this comes as a complete 
suiprise. 

I\Ir. jMatthews. All right, Mr. Dozenlierg, were you a member of 
the Socialist Party during the period of the World War? 

Ml*. Dozenberg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you, as a Socialist, oppose the entrance and 
participation of the United States into the World War ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I did not. The whole Socialist Party, as such, did 
not op})ose exce])t. if I rememl)er correctly, except as the party's 
sentiments wei’e expi*essed at the St. Louis convention, where Eugene 
V. Debs made a speech against the United States entering the World 
War. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. Yes; the party as a whole did go on record at the 
St. Louis convention as opposed to the pailicipation of the United 
States in the World War. 

Mr. Dozenberg. That is my recollection. 
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]S[r. MArniEWs. But you in no way actively enpiged in opposition 
to it ? 

Dozen liEKo. Xo. 

]\Ir. ^lATniKws. To the participation of this country in the World 
War. 

^[r. DozENiiEHG. Xo. Just the opposite as a matter of fact. 1 be¬ 
came chairman of a liberty sales committee amon^ the Letts at Kox- 
bury, Mass. 

^ir. Mapfiiews. Xow, this split in the Socialist Party occurred in 
the yeai’ 1919, did it not ? 

]\ir. Dozeni'.erg. There is nothino* to lo.se, or anything to gain, either,, 
if I would say yes. Perhai)s it was 1918 or 1919 1920. 

Mr. ^Matthews. Well, at the time of the split in the Socialist Party 
you went with the paid- 

^Ir. Dozenbekg. With the left wing. That came later on - 

]Mr. Matthews. And that later on became the Communist Party? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. And later on became the Communist Party; yes, 
sir. 

Mr. Matthews. And you did that immediately? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. I beg your pardon? 

]\Ir. Matthews. You went with the left-wing gToiip immediately? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Xo: not immediately, because I was in Canada at 
the time when the actual split took place. 

Mr. ^Maithews. How long had you been in Canada ? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. 1 was in Canada nearly a year. 

^Ir. ^Iatthews. Xow, that was in 1919. What were you doing in 
Canada a year? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Well, you see, my sister—my brother-in-law had a 
general store there and I was working for them, taking care of the 
general store. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Xow, you may have slipped on your dates. You 
said you were employed by the Xew York, Xew Haven & Hartford 
Kailroad Co. without any interruption up to that time. 

Mr. Dozenbekg. I was on leave as far as the employment was con¬ 
cerned. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. That was during the year 1919? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. 1919: yes, sir. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Xow. when you returned from Canada, did you 
go back to woi’k for the Xew York. Xew Haven & Hartford Railroad 
Co.? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. I did not. 

]\Ir. ^Iatthews. Then your em})loyment there did not extend down 
to 1920 as you preAUously testified? 

Mr. Dozenbei?g. It just so happened that the termination of my 
einj)loyment with the Xew York, Xew Haven & Hartford Railroad 
Co. came in this way: 

They were not necessarily shoi-t of any type of labor at that time, 
and they ])ermitted sort of a leeway to a large extent, and I enjoyed 
the privilege of using the railroad pass which I had earned because 
of having woi’ked for so many years. X'ow. then, when the company— 
when I was to I'enew my i-e(iuest for the extension of the railroad 
pass, then naturally I had to disclose the fact that I liad—that I in- 
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tended to be employed in something else, and that is how my termina¬ 
tion ot* employment came about. 

]Mr. Matthews. What time did you return from Canada? Do you 
recall that? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. Mattiieavs. Was it in the year 1920 or 1919? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. I think it must have been in 1919. 

Mr. Matthews. You were there approximately 1 year? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Whei’e did you go on your return from Canada? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. To New York. 

Mr. Matthews. And how long did you remain in New York at this 
time ? 

jVIr. Dozenbekg. I think for about 3 or 4 months or so. 

Mv. Matthews. Now, during this period of employment up until 
1919 in this country, did you come in possession of any property—did 
you purchase any property? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. No. 

Mr. Matthew\s. Were you able to put aside any savings of any 
appreciable sum? 

Air. Dozenbekg. I had at one time a small account with the Tremont 
Trust Co., but it didn’t amount to much. 

Mr. Matthews. When you came back to New York after your so¬ 
journ in Canada for a period of a year, did you get in touch with the 
left-wing faction of the Socialist Party? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. And was it at that time that you joined the left- 
wing faction? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. No. It was not a question of joining again. I 
suppose it was—it must have been just a matter of paying up your 
dues. 

Ml*. Matthews. Had the split already occurred in the Socialist 
Party? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. When you returned from Canada? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes. 

Mv. ]\[atthews. So that it was a matter of paying up your dues in 
the organization which later became the Communist Party? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. That is the idea. 

^^Ir. ISIatttiews. In other words, was your membership in the Com¬ 
munist Party continuous from that date, say, down until 1927? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Correct. 

Ml’. Matthews. When 3^011 left New York after a period of 3 or 4 
months on your return from Canada where did you go? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. I went to Chicago. 

Mv. ilATTHEWS. And that was in 1920 some time? 

Mv. Dozenbekg. I think that was in 1920. 

Mv. IVIatthews. Why did you go to Chicago? 

Mv. Dozenbekg. I was otfered a jol) there to become the business 
manager of a labor publication called The Voice of Labor. 

iNlr. Matthews. Was that publication a Communist Party publi¬ 
cation ? 

INlr. Dozenbekg. No. It was a left-wing publication. It was a 
trade-union publication. As a matter of fact there was no Com¬ 
munist Party at that time in the Lhiited States at all. 
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:Mr. Maitiiews. W(‘ll, tJiero was a Workers' Parly, was thei'e not? 
Mr. DozExm.Kcj, There was a AVorkeis’ Party; yes. 

Mr. :\lArrTiEws. And the AVorkers’ Paidy later changed its name 
to the Coininunist Paidy, did it not ? 

^Ir. Dozenhekg. Ves. That was a nninbei* of years later. 

Mr. :MAaTiiEws. Put it would he correct to say tliat the Workers’ 
Party was a coininunist ])arty, sjielling tlie word '‘communist ’ with 
a small ^‘c”? 

Mr. Dozenheko. Xo; I don't think it is correct, because you must 
understand also all the ditferent phases that the final formulathni of 
the order—the final crystallization of the party took place. There 
could not have been the Communist Party fi'om the very beginning 
although their aims may have lieen the same thing or theii’ beliefs 
or convictions, but in my estimation the whole movement had not 
crvstallized itself to any extent to call it tlie Communist Party and 
consequently they didn’t- 

^Ir. ^Matthews. But the Workers' Pai ty immediately affiliated with 
the Third International ? 

^Ir. DozEximKo, So did other organizations which were not Com¬ 
munist organizations at all. 

Mr. Matthews. Did the Third International admit into member¬ 
ship parties that it did not consider Communist ? 

Ml*. DozENiiEKo. According to my understanding or recollection 
there was a time when they did admit them. 

Mr. Matthews. Was not the split in the Socialist Party over the 
affiliation with the Third International? 

Mr. Dozenherg. Absolutely not, to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Mattiiem'S. Don’t you recall that the debate wliich split the 
Socialist Party was over the acceptance or rejection of the terms of 
affiliation offered by the Third International? 

Mr. Dozenherg. I will not disi)ute your statement because as I 
said, I am not well versed after so many ^^ears, what it may have 
been and what it may not have been, 

Mr. iNlATTiiEWS. I show you some bound volumes of the ^Woice of 
Labor” and ask you if you can identify these as the publication? 
(Handing books to the witness.) 

^Ir. Dozenherg. Yes. 

iMr. ^Matthews. With which you obtained employment when you 
left Xew York to go to Chicago? 

Mr. Dozenherg. Yes; correct, correct, 
ilr. ilA'iniEws. You recall these? 
i\Ir. Dozenherg. Yes; sure. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. These are bound volumes- 

Mr. Dozenherc;. I did not know they were in existence. 

Mr. MArniEws. You are satisfied as to the identity of these? 

Mr. Dozenherg. Yes. Those are the ones; yes. 
yiv, ^Matthews. These are bound Amlumes of the Voice of Labor 
for the yeai* 19*21 and for the first half of 19*22 and for July 7, 1922, 
and until the first ])art of 1923. IVhat was your employment with 
this publication, the Voice of Labor? 

]\lr. Dozenherg. If you will turn - 

^Ir. MA'rriiEws. What was your employment with this ])ublication ? 
Mr. Dozenherg. If you will turn to the editorial j^age you will see 
that I am there as the business manager. 
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Mr. Matthews. I think that will appeal* in a later issue. 

Mr. Dozenberg. Oh. that may have been so. Perhaps they did not 
publish the names of the editoi* or the business manager. 

Mr. Matthews. In the year 1922 they appear to have begun to pub¬ 
lish names in the issue of A]^i“il 28, 1922—Jack Carney is listed as 
editor and N. Dozenberg as the business manager. 

]\Ir. Dozexberg. Yes, sir. 

^Ir. Matthews. How long were you the business manager of the 
publication? 

Mr. Dozenberg. All the time while it was issued. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Now, was this publication in fact the publication 
of the Workers’ Party? 

Mr. Dozenberg. It was not. 

]Mr. iSlATTHEws. Of the United States? 
iNIr. Dozenberg. It was not. 

]\Ir. ^Iatttiews. Would you not say that its editorial policy was- 

Mr. Dozenberg. The editorial policy? 

Mr. ]Matthews. Entirelv in line with the policv of the Workers’ 
Party? 

iMr. Dozenberg. The editorial policy, yes; I would say that. 

Mr. Matthews. You were a member of the Workers’ Party at that 
time? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I was. 

jNlr. Matthews. Was Mr. Carney a member of the Workers’ Party? 
jMr. Dozenberg. To the best of my knowledge and belief he was. 

Mr. ^Matthews. And the paper consistently su|)ported the revolu¬ 
tion of the Soviet Union; did it not ? 

iNIr. Dozenberg. If I remember correctly, although I didn’t have 

much to say about the editorial policy- 

iNIr. Matthews. Your employment began in 1920 at some time; is 
that correct? 

Mr. Dozenberc;. It must have been 1920; yes. 

]\Ir. INIatthews. The j)ublication began in the year 1920? 

]Mr. Dozenberg. Yes. 

iNlr. jMatthews. And you were employed by this publication until 

it ceased- 

iNlr. Dozenberg. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Publication in 1923? 

Mr. Dozenberg. No; it did not cease publication in 1923 just because 
you don’t have the other copies. It did not cease. It kept on going 
for several years longer. 

iNlr. Matthews. And Avere you still the business agent ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. All the time. 

Ml*. iNlATTHEAVS. Still the business agent of the publication—still 
the business manager of the publication? 
iNlr. Dozenberg. All the time. 

^Ir. Matthews. Do you recall what year it ceased publication? 

Mr. Dozenberg. To the best of my recollection it ceased in 192G 
or 1925. It ceased at a time Avhen the Workers’ Paity headquarters 
Avas moved from Ncav York to Chicago. 

]\Ir. ^Iattheaa’s. Well, uoav, is that true of the publication knoAvn 
as the Voice of Labor, or Avas its name changed to something else? 

Mr. Dozenberg. After the Workers’ Party headquai*ters aatis moved 
to Chicago then the tAvo pajicrs Avere amalgamated. The subscrip- 
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tion list was luniod ()V(*r to the Worker, which was |)ublishGcl before 
tlieii lune in Xew York and continued ])ublication in Chicaoo. So 
the Voice of Labor was, it can t)e said, absorbed by the Worker, 
which was a weekly publication. 

Mr. Matthews, Do y(.^u i-ecall luninji: iiiven your biographical 
sketch to the editoi's or publishei's of a volume entitled ‘‘The Amer¬ 
ican Laboi' Who's Who"^ 

Mr. Dozexueeo. 1 have, a very sliaht lecollection. 

Mr. M.m'^itiews. EditcTl by Solon de Leon ? 

(Xo answei‘.) 

Mr. MA'rruEws. Do you recall that volume? 

Mr. DozExmuaj. Xo. 1 don't. Possibly I have seen the volume 
myself. 

.Mr. Maithews. The biographical sketch of Xicholas Dozenber^ on 
pa^e G2 of this volume^ lists your employment as business manager 
of the Voice of Lal)()r for 1921 to 1923. 

Mr. DozEXiiEa(;. AVell, I may be mistaken. I am not disputing the 
dates at all. 

Mr. Matthews. You are not (piite—absohitely sure, are yoti? 

Mr. Dozexeeko. Xo, I am not, 

Mr. Matthews. That the publication continued publication down 
to 192G? 

Mr. DozEXBEia;. Xo, 1 am not. I am just impressed that way, that 
it did continue longer. 

Mi‘. ]\LmTiEws. Xow, during your editorship, that is, your busi¬ 
ness managership of the Voice of Labor, whei*e were the headquar¬ 
ters of the publication? 

Mr. DozExnEEO. Eighteen something—some number on Xorth Cali¬ 
fornia Avenue in Chicago. 

Mr. ]\Iatthews. Wasn't it 2003 Xoidh California? 

Mi\ Dozenbeijo. Oil. yes, yes. You have the publication there so 
you can see the numbei\ 

Mr. Mai THEWS. Xow, whei*e were the headquarters of the AVorkers’ 
Party in Chicago at that time? 

iMr. DozEXBrno. I could not tell you at this time. I don’t really 
remembei*. 

Mr. AIatiitews. AVell. you wei*e in close touch with the head- 
(piaitei’s of the AAhirkers' Party in Chicago at that time, Avere you 
not ^ 

Mr. Dozexbebo. AVdl, it all depends on what you would consider 
“in close touch.*' I sujiiiose it is ]*easonable that I was, because after 
all it Avas the members of the parly avIio supported the Amice of 
Labor and so I must Icaat been in touch. 

Mr. AIattheavs. Do you remember the cA^nts of June 15, 1922? 

Air. DozEXBEiiG. I hav(‘ no idea AA'hat you are referring to. 

Air. AIattheavs. I am refeiT’ing to the eATiits that took place at 
Herrin, Ill., on June 15, 1922. 

Air. Dozexbebo. Oh, yes. yes. I remember noAV. 

Air. AIattheavs. A"ou lemember there Avas considerable bloodshed 
at Herrin, Ill., noAv? 

Air. Dozexbebg. Yes. 

Air. AIattheavs, On June 15, 1922? 

Air. Dozexbebo. ATs, sir. 

Air. AIattheavs. In connection Avith a strike in the mines at Herrin? 
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Mr. Dozenberg. Well, the pa])ers had quite a lot of publicity on 
that. 

Mr. INIatthews. AYill you please desci’ibe your connections with the 
events of the Herrin, Ill., mine strike ? 

Mi\ Dozenbeug. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Matiuieavs. You were interested in that strike, were you not ? 

Mr. DozENBimj. I was not. I had nothing to do with it, 

I was no more interested than any other individual was who was 
I'eading the papers. 

Mr. iMAiTHEWS. The Voice of Labor cariled a good deal of publicity 
about the Herrin strike, did it not ^ 

Mr. Dozenberg. I don’t supjiose tiie Voice of Labor carried any 
nnu’e than the Chicago Tribune did. 

Mr. Matthews. Did the Voice of Labor vei*y actively support those 
who captured and killed tlie so-called '"scabs” who were at work at the 
Herrin mines ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Well, now, I do not recollect just exactly what 
liajipened in inference to that—as to the moral support. It stands to 
1 ‘eason that the Voice of Labor could have done that and did do that, 
but I am sure that the Voice of Labor Avasn’t the only publication 
doing that. And then you must understand that, as far as any of the 
editorial policies are concerned, I liad notldng to say in the matter. 

Mr. Matiiiews. In the Voice of Labor for eJune 2G, 1922, there is 
a front-page aiTicle entitled ‘"Minei*s Kill Scabs.” 

I\Ir. Dozenberg. Yes. 

Mr. ]\LvrTHEAvs. Do you recall that ^ 

Mr. Dozenberg. I do not recall, but you are showing it to me. It 
is there. 

Mr. oNIattheavs. In the issue of the Voice of Labor for June 30,1922, 
there is a front-page headline entitled: 'ATiners AA^nge Their Dead,” 
Does this reficsh your recollection that the Voice of Labor did actiA^ly 
support those- 

Ml*. Dozenberg. I am not entering into a dispute. You see you are 
shoAving me publications—the fact of the matter is, it is there; but 
I am telling you I had nothing to say or do about it. 

iNIr. Mattheavs. Mr. Dozenberg, do you recall the fact that ]Mr. John 
L. LeAvis’ organization, the United Mine Workers of America, ])ub- 
lished a series of articles for neAvspaper publication on the events of 
the Herrin tragedy? 

Ml*. Dozenberg. I Inw^e a slight recollection of IniA’ing—that some¬ 
thing of that sort had been done and had lieen offered for ]Dublication, 
or something of that sort, but AAdiat Avas published I could not say. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Did you knoAv that on January 3, 1921, Senator 
Henry Cabot Lodge introduced those articles in the records of the 
United States Senate and that they AATre ])ublished as Document No¬ 
ll of the Sixty-eighth Congress, fi]*st session ? 

Mr. Dozenberg. I did not; no. 

iNIr. AIattheavs. Reading from the Senate document on page 18: 

With the local Litlmaiiiaii miners as a nuclei, a Goiniimnist I’arty chapter 
A\%as organizeU in Herrin, holdiiif? its meetings secretly in the ratluianian lan¬ 
guage, hut taking its instructions from tlu* agents of Dozenberg in the oltice of 
(''army at Chicago. Quietly and stealthily they work among the idle miners 
at Herrin, i)reaching insurrection and arnuKl attack upon the strip mine, where 
coal was being produced. 
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lu Juno a query as to the status of the ineu eniployecl in the strip mine was 
made of Ih*esideut Lewis. He replied to this query, elassifyiuj^ the situation as 
one of strike breaking. This telegram w;is immediately pouneed upon by the 
('(nnmuiiist agemts in the vicinity and distorted into an (‘xeuse for an armed 
attack uinm the stri]> mine. 

The workers theix* were captuix'd. and under the U*ad('rship of tin" 10 Com¬ 
munist agents who. according to Dozemberg, had been iinpori(‘d for tlu' inirpose 
of starling armed iusTtrreelion and revolution, the men were .shot down. 

That night and th(‘ iu‘Xt day theu’e was n'joicing in the office of the Voice of 
Lal>or in Chicago. The armed insiirrection that had been carefully planned 
was at hand—it had actually started. Dozeuberg proclaimed that the new 
Communists at Herrin had ]»roven that they were real Coinmmiist.s, and that 
now the revolutionary work must Ix^ spread to Indiana and Ohio. 

l>ozenberg expr('ss('d confidence that no one would he punished for the crime, 
for the Coimnunist gi-ip was strong in Herrin, and “our peojJe working among 
the miiK'rs used clever tactics in assisting them, and are using the party 
taeti<*s to inlluenee the public officials.” 

"Our great advantage is.” said 1 tozenberg, “that the head of the mine workers. 
T.ewis. sent a telegram there. This was uschI as an opportunity by our people 
by which they easily could be coveiaxl in their action.” 

Dozeiilx'rg then went to the center of the affair. 

•AV(‘ have (>7 members of the Communist Parly in Herrin,” he said. “They 
are all Lilhuanians, besides the 11) sent down from here. The 19 sent down 
from here re])r(‘senr tln^ Lithuanian Pureau of the Communist Party. Tliey are 
all members of tlu' Lilhuanian Fed(*ration of the Bolshevik faction of the 
Communist Party.” 

Did you know tliat ^h\ J<4iu L. Lewi.s liad made tliese charges? 
Mr. I)ozENm:K(j. I did not. 

^Ir. ]\fArrTiEws. Even thongli tliis was ])ii])lislie<l in 1924, this had 
not come to your attention until today? 

]\rr. DozExnEffo. Xo, no. 

Mr. ^Matthews. But you were associated witli Mr. Carney in the 
office of the Voice of Labor as business manager of the publication ? 
^Ir. DozEXREko. Yes. 

]\rr. ^Matthews. Did you know Arnie Swabeck? 

Mr. DozExnEiio. Tf T remember it con-ectly he was a Swede and 
he was the editor of a Swedi.sh publication that was published or 
pi’inted at the same jilace where the Voice of Labor was published. 
]Mr. ^lATriiEws. .Vnd you knew ]\Ir. Swaliack, therefore? 

^Ir. DozExiujto. T knew him; yes. 

Mr. ]\lA'riiEws. And did you know a man named Frankel? 

]\Ir. DozExr.Ear,. I do not remember him. 

]\Ir. MAyniEWs. Xow, did you not know that ^Ir. Swabeck spent 
most of his time on the scene in Heirin during these events? 

Mr. Dozexbeijo. T did not know that. Tt is news to me. 

ill'. ifAaTiiEws. Didn't iti'. Swabeck ever give yon any reports 

as to how- 

ilr. DozEXHEno. Xevei\ 

ilr. ilArniEws. —things were going? 

ill*. DozExnERo. He was not sipiposed to give me any reports, 
ilr. ilATTHEws. In Herrin ? 

ill*. Dozexuero. And he nevi'r gave me any reports, 
ilr. ilAJ’TiTEw.s. I don't mean formal reports but a verbal account 
of what was taking place? 
ilr. DozExnERo. Xo, no. 

ilr. ilATTHEWs. After hearing tliis statement included in this docu¬ 
ment publi.shed by ill'. Lewis of tlie United iline Woi'kers of 
America, what rec'ollections do you have concerning your own in- 
teivst and activities in connection with this Hei’ian affair? 
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Mr» DozenrePvG. It is absolutely fi'oui one end to the other, as 
far as I aip. concerned, just 100 pei'cent lies, from one end to the 
other. 

Mr. MxVtttiews. Did the Communist Party have an organization 
in Herrin? 

Mr. Dozenrerg, If the Communist Pai*ty did have an oi’ganization 
there it would not have been to my knowledge. 

Mr. Matthews. And, of course, when I use the name ^^Commiinist 
Party” I mean the name under which it went at that time, the 
^'IVorkers’ Pai'ty”? 

Mr. Dozenrerg. Now, for instance that article mentions about a 
Lithuanian branch or those being Lithuanians I am inclined to be¬ 
lieve. I am not s])eaking Lithuanian; I am not a Lithuanian. 

Mr. ]\Iattiiews. You are a Lett? 

Mr. Dozenrerg. A Lett and that is a distinctly different language. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. Well, you are not credited here with speaking the 
Lithuanian language, Mr. Dozenbei’g; only the Lithuanians tliem- 
selves. 

Mr. Dozenrerg. ilay I make a suggestion, if you are really plac¬ 
ing an}" value on that story at all other than just a story written up 
for publicity purposes oi" for sale, as some of those tilings are done, 
why don’t you get ahold of the court records of the trials and every¬ 
thing else before the courts of tlie State of Illinois? Why do you 
have to resort to any tiling of this sort as to bringing in the record 
of the Herrin miners trials, and so foilh. 

I\Ir. IMattiiews. IVell, this is a record made by tlie organization 
of which Mr. John L. Lewis was head and he was very much in¬ 
volved in the situation, inasmuch as his telegram had been used as 
the occasion for the outbreak. 

Mr. Dozenrerg. But you don’t—all of those things came up before 
the court trying tlie cases. Don’t you think that there were witnesses 
and a jury and everything else? Why spend your time about some¬ 
thing that some one has said or written? Why don't you- 

The Chairman. Well, the important thing, Mr. Dozenberg, is 
whether or not it is true. Now, you have denied that those statements 
are true. 

Mr. Dozenrerg. JNIr. Dies, I can assure you that as far as I am 
concerned, it is a lie and a write-up publicity stunt from one end to 
the other; and it simply occurred to me that an organization of yonrs 
should not waste your time because you have the real source in the 
court recoi'ds of the trial itself. 

The Chairman. Well, the document speaks for itself. Here is a 
document that has been in circulation since 1924 and which was pre¬ 
pared by one of the large unions in the United States, and the exam¬ 
iner is sim]ily asking you if the statements made by that organiza¬ 
tion with reference to you and your alleged activities in the strike are 
true. 

iMr. Dozenrerg. They are not true, Mr. Chairman, absolutely not 
one iota. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. jMatthews. Now, ^Ir. Dozenberg, were you ever questioned by 
the authorities with reference to what took place at Herrin? 

Mr. Dozenrerg. Never, not a single instance, never. 
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Mr. M.xttiikws. Did tlu‘ Voice of Lubor. (Iuriii<r the time that you 
were' business manaijei* of the publication, advocate measures that 
c()rres])()nded witli what took ])lace at Heiaan, namely, the killing' of 
these so-called scabs and mine -uards by the stialdno; workers^ 

Mr. Dozexbkko. 1 would say no. but if the eilitorial policy ^^as 
>ueh that it would advoeati* that, 1 surely did not have anythin<> to 
sav oi' to do with it. 

‘Mr. Matthews. Did the Voice of Laboi* advocate workers arming; 
themselves to meet such situations^ 

Mr. Dozi:>mu:ko. I doubt it. 

Ml*. .Ma'iutiews. Now. you W(U‘e aciiuainted Avitli the publication.- 
You did not iu’uore its contents, did you ( 

Mr. DozeniVerg. Mr. Counsel, if you would only have an inkliiiir 
of an idea as to what I was up against to keep the publication going> 
you would ap])reciate the fact that I did not have 1 minute of time to 
read this oi‘ tell the editor what is whal or what is not what. 

Mr. Dempsey. If you were so interested in keeping the publication 
going, you certainly had an interest in its objects—in Avhat it was 
doing: isn't that trne^ 

Mr. Dozenp.erg. Yes. 

^Ii*. Dempsey. So you were in sympathy witli the editorial policy 
of your ]:>a])eiV 

Mi‘. DozENBEitG. Oh. yes: no qiu^stion about that. The |)urpo>c was 
to reach the trade-union movement. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. Xow. ^Ir. Dozenbei*g. on August 11. lt)2ii. a few 
weeks after the Herrin incident, there ap})eai*ed an editoi'ial on page 4 
of (h(‘ Voice of Labor. Avhich reads in part as follows: 

Let. iis jnirire onv innveinriir of rliese 5vho talk peace in The Imnr wlien Inaite 
force is the <nily law. I.er iis *;(» forward agitating and in-ejiaring the working 
class for The day when it can assnine i)ower and thus dictate to rhost* who now 
dictate condilicais. 

ttnd so forth, and again in the issue of the Voice of Labor dated 
August bs. 11)22. on ])age 2. a few weeks after the Herrin incideuty 
the following statement: 

'fhe time has come for the Lnited Mine Workers and the Western I'Vdeiation 
of Miners to levy a s])ccial monthly assessment to create a gunmen defenst*- 
fund. This fund should he sufficient to i»rovid(‘ each meml»er with the latest 
liigh-powenMl rille. ihe same as used hy tin* eori>orat)on giiunteu, and oOO r<muds 
of <^<n*tridges. 

ill ad<lirion lo this, every distrir-t should iiurchnse. and eonip. an<l inair 
enough gatling and machine guns to matcli the equipment of Koekefoller's 
jaivatc' army of assassins. aTiis suggestion is made advisedly. 

Do yon r(‘call that sort of .statement appcariiio; in yoiir ])ii})li- 
cat ion ( 

Mi‘. DozKNiiERt;. T do not recall it. 

Mr. M.xtthews. Don't yoti it'call that throughout the Voice of 
L<d)or during the entire jnuiod of its jiiihlication. such ])rin<‘iples 
W(*i (‘ set forth ( 

Mr. D(‘ze>' HI Rt:. T would -ay this, if it is pcuanissihle. that T did 
know it and that T agi'eed to it: luit tiie (►ther side of the story is. 
as tin* article itself says, that the (‘mjtloyer has the money to hny 
these things xvith. has hotight them, has an army and is the one 
attaeking tlp‘ trade imionists: ami thei'efon*. the logic setuns to fol¬ 
low lluit if tile other fellow is dtting it why should yon lie down 
and not do (he .vame ihingL 
40 voi. iM—:n 
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Even ns Inie as 1938 or 1939. T i‘eineinl)eT readino- in tlto papers 
tliat tlie La Follette committee ^vas investia'^tinp;, and the ‘dittle 
steel'* eorpoi'ation had a dozen machine onns and :i(),Oon rounds of 
ammunition. Xow, if any trade unionist liad known that before- 
hand, tlie cliances are tliey Avould luive ad^ajcated tlte same tliiiio*. 
If tlie “little steeb’ people are ])erinitted to do it, why shoiddn't the 
unions do it i 

]\rr. 51 atthews. Have yon ever read any of the trade-union pub¬ 
lications of the United iNtine Workei’s where they have advocated 
arming men in that fashion ( 

'Sir. Dozenberg. I don’t rememl)er havitio* read it. 

5Ir. Matthews. You said that any ti’ade-nnion leader would have 
done the same tliino-^ or would have agitated the same thin^-. 

Mr. Dozenberg. If they had known the employer was doino- it; 
1 qualify that thino-. 

51]*. NIatthews. lYell, isn't it well known that there aiv ii'uards 
who a'uard the plants of American iiidnstry in many places? 

511*. Dozenberg. But it is not known o-ene]‘ally that they have 
ac([nii'('d machine o-ims: with so many tlioirsands of round> of ammu¬ 
nition. Lhat eviclently also was disclosetl by a eonii’ivssional com¬ 
mittee. 

Sir. Matthews. Xow, 5Ir. Dozenl)ei*y. T rea.d you tlie names of 
some of the contribiUors to the Voice of Labor: 

“C. E. Knthenber^-, secretaiw, Woihers* Party of Aniei*ica." He 
was the secretary of the (Yinmunist Pai ty. as it was named at that 
time, was he not? 

5Ir. Dozenberg. IVell, you see tlie Communist Pai‘ty was not in 
existence. 

5Ir. ^Iatitifavs. I am not speakirnr of the party lieai inu' the name 
‘A’ommunist’' but tlie IVorkers' Party. 

5[r. Dozenberg. Yes. 

5Ii‘. ^Tatthews. Kuthenbero* Iras lieen looked upon a- having' been 
the seci'etaiw of the Communist Paily at that time ? 

5rr. Dozenberg. Yes, yes. 

^Ir. 5[atthews. 1he next si<z'n(*d article that I see h.ere is by Harry 
(Tannes ? 

5Ir. Dozenberg. Yes, sir. 

5I]‘. ^Iatthews. Did you know Harry Gaiines? 

Sir. Dozenberg. I knew him. 

Ml*. 5Iatthews. He Avrote a reirular column for the Voice of Labor, 
didn’t lie? 

51]*. Dozenberg. I don't suppose he did a reaiilar one, Init T nnde]*- 
stand that he Avas one of the contribntoi'.-. 

5fi*. 5[attheavs. He was at that time secretary of the Young 
IVorkers' League ? 

51]*. Dozenberg. Yes. 

M]*. 5[attiieavs. Which later beca]ne the lYunn* Co]nmunist 
League ? 

Sir. Dozenberg. Yes. 

5Fr. 5Iatthews. And more ]*ece]itly In^ has Ix^en a columnist on the 
Daily IVo]'ker? 

5Ir. Dozenbiujg. That is also neAvs to ]ne. I haven't see]i the Daily 
5Vork(‘r for 12 yea]*s. so I don't knoAV Avho is aaLo. 
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Mr. MArniKWs. You know ^Ir. (niunes under indietiueut for 
tniveliii^’ on a fraudulent passport ? 

Ml*. DozenHEK o. I liave been so told. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. You have no doubt about his having* been a uieni- 
ber of ihe Coinuuinist Party throuo'h this period when it had different 
names t 

Mr. Dozexherg. Mister, J did not know that he has had different 
names, but 1 don't doubt that he has been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

Mr. Matthews. I don’t say whether he had a different name: when 
the party had different names. 

^ir. I)ozENnEi?G. T would not say for sure just exactly when he 
joined the pai'ty. 

Mr. Matthews. I see here a contributed article by Pari P)i“owder. 
You knew ^Ir. Browder at that time, didn’t you? 

Mr. Dozenbeijg. I doubt it very much whether I knew Browder. 
My recollection goes to Browder back to 19 — I would not .^ay just 
exactly what year it was—at the time when I remember having seen 
Browder the first time and that was when the ^Ah)rkers' i^arty head- 
(juarters was in C'hicago. 

Mr. ilATTHEws. Well. th(' Woi'kers' Party headquarters were in 
Chicago at that time? 

Mr. Dozenbeeg. Xot while this was— T mean the national head¬ 
quarters of the Workers' Party. 

Mr. ^Iaithews. They were in c'iiicago at this time, were tluw not ? 

Mr. Dozenbebg. Xot while the Voice of Labor was published. 

Mr. MArrHEWS. This is in the year 19:2:2? 

2>Ir. Dozenbebg. The headquarters of the Workei's Paity was in 
X^ew York. 

Mr. ^Matthews. You knew Xlr. Bi'owder in Chicago diii'ing this 
period, did you not ? 

Mr. DozENBEiKi. 1 just letirned to know him. I did not know him 
before. 

Mr. ^Iatthews. You have no doubts about his having been a Com¬ 
munist from this period down to the present time? 

Mr. DozExr.EKG. I have doubts. 

Mr. ^Iatthkws, You have doubts? 

Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. You have no doubt about his having been a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. You have doubts about that i 

.Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes, sir; I have doubts. 

Mr. Matthews. What are those doubts, Mi*. Dozenberg? 

.Mr. Dozenbekg. I don’t think that Browder joined the Communist 
movement any sooner, or the ])arty, than 19:21 or 19:20. ai’cording to 
my beliefs and i*ecollections. 

.Mr. Matthews. That doesn't confoi-m to i\lr. Bi'owder's testimony. 

.Mr. Dozenbekg. Xo; no. 

Mr. iMA'miEws. Here is a contributed article by Zinoviev. 

.Mr. Dozenbekg. Yes. 

Ml-. M \ttiiews. He was at that time secretary of the Communist 
International. wa> he not? 


SI 54 


UN-AMEIUCAX PIIOPAGANDA ACTIVPriES 


Mr. I)(JZEXHE1JG. 15) the best of my recolleetioii: yes. Wlietljer he 
was tile seeretai'Y—lie was known as one of the theoi'eticlans of the 
Commnnist Intel-national. 

5fr. Matthews. ]\fr. J^enjamin (fitlow is named on page (> of the 
July 21, 1922, edition. Did yon know Mi*. Benjamin (litlow? 

^Ii'. Dozexbeko. I did. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. And you knew him as a Commnnist, did yon not? 

Ml-. Dozexiiehg. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Did yon know Mr. William Z. Foster at this time? 

Mr. Dozexbeeg. Well, 1 learned to knoAv him. 1 met ^Ir. Foster 
the first time a year or so after the Voice of Lahoi- Ayas published 
or had started publication. 

Mr. Mattheays. ^Nlr. Foster contributed to the Voice of Labor, did 
he not*? 

Mr. Dozexbeeg. Yes. sir. 

]Mr. Maitheaa\s. And yon kneAA- him as a Commnnist at tliat time? 

51i*. DozEXumiiG. Xo: he Ayas not. 

^Jr. I\^ATTHE^A^s. When did he become a Communist? 

Mr. Dozexbebg. 1 don't suppose Foster became a member of the 
Commnnist Party or the j)arty. by AAhateyer name, any sooner than 
192G or 1925. 

^Ir. ^1atthea\-s. In his antobiograjDln’' ^Ir. Fibster says he became a 
member of the Commnnist Party in 1921. Yon doubt that, do you? 

Mr. Dozexberg. I doubt that, although 1 do not profess of knoAv- 
ing all the ^dns’' and '^)uts.'' I am speaking to the best of my recol¬ 
lection and beliefs. 

]\Ir. Mattheays. Xoay, in another issue aa^b haye the name of Ella 
Reeye Bloor. 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes. sir; an old lady. 

Mr. Matthews. You haye knoAYn her for some years? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mattheays. You knoAv lier? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes, sir; I knoAv her. 

^Ir. Mattheays. You knoAy her as a Communist? 

Mr. Dozexberg. I took it for granted she ayrs. 

Mr. Mattheays. As a matter of fact, Mr. Dozenberg, isn't it true 
that eATu-y contriiuitor, maybe Ayith a feAY exceptions, to the Voice of 
Labor (luring your business managershi]) aatis publicly knoAyn as a 
Cominiinist? 

Mr. DozEXUiERG. Publicly knoAvn indiyiduals but I did not knoAA^ 
them^ jiersonally. For instance, yon mentioned ZinoAuer. I neA^er 
niet Zinoyiey in my life. 

]\Ir. ]\Jatthea\'^s. i^[y ])oint aatis this! 5 on stated earlier in your tes¬ 
timony that the AMice of Labor Avas not a Commnnist publication. 

^fi'. DcjzExiiERG. AAYll, from the editorial point of yieAV I snppcrse 
it AYas, as fai- as the Communist moA^ement Acent in those days. 

3Ir. ^Iattheays. Could it haA^e been any moie of a Communist 
publication in the i-eal sense than if it hail designated itself as the 
official organ of the AA5)rkers' Pai-ty? 

^li". DozEXUiERG. I think that it Avould be a diffierent oiu^—not like 
the AOice of Labor aatis then. 

^Ii*. Mattheaa’S. Xoaa', aftei* your AAork as business inanagei- of 
the A oic(‘ of Lab(U‘. did yon become connected Avith the AA5)i’ker, or 
during your busim^ss managership? 
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51r. Dozi'nhkuo. Xo. After tlu' of Labor was (liscoiitiiiiUHl 

tlieii 1 was oiveii the i)\anaovr of the litei’atiire (le|)artnieiit position 
witli the Woi‘kei‘s' Pai’ty in (^liica^o. 

]\Ir. 5lArrnrAVs. Now. tlie Weekly AVorkei’ was llie ])re(l(H*essor of 
the Daily Workei*, was it not ^ 

5Ir. Dozenukko. It was all ti’ansferred- 

Mr. ^lAaTHFAvs. T asked yon if the Weekly M'orker was not the 
])i-e(leeessoi* of the Daily Worker^ 

Mr. DozExinauj. Yes, sir. 

Ml*. MAin^KKWS. And yon wei’e at one time bu^in(‘ss inanaji'ei* of 
the MYekly Mh)rker, were yon not ? 

5Ir. Dozexbeik;. I don't think so. 

5Ir. ^Iattitews. This will probably ref]*(*sh yoni* reeolleetion, }Ji'. 
Dozen be 1 * 0 *. 

^Ir. Dozexbeko. Perliaps so. 

]\Ir. ^Matthews. I sh.ow you a 1)r)nnd volume of the AVorkei*. This 
is for Satni'day, Se})tember ± 1 . li>2:k 

Ml*. DozEXiiEKo. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. "‘Xieholas Dozenbe]*^'. Business ^lana^er." 

Mr. Dozeneeko. How many issues is that, may 1 ask? 

5Ir. ^[AT^riiEws. I don't know, but von were business maiiaoei*? 

^Ir. Dozexheko. X’o; it must liave been some insioaiificant—you are 
tellinii' me news—T liave forgotten all about it. 

5Ii*. ^Iatthews. Yon have no doubt about the eorreetness of this, 
have you? 

5Ir. Dozexheeg. X^o: I have no doubt. l>ut it may have been for 
one or two issues and consequently it hasn't left any imiiression on 
my mind at all. 

51r. ^Matthews. X^ow. the manaa'ii\ii‘ editor at that time was rl. 
Lewis En^‘Z'(1ahl. 

Mr. Dozexbeuo. (\inert. 

Mr. ^Iattttews. And liolxnt Elinor was cartoonist for the publi¬ 
cation ? 

Mr. Dozexheeo. Yes. 

^Ir. ^Matthews. Xow, turning- to the end of this bound volume, 
which is dated Decembin*—that is a })i‘riod of four months, yon are 
still listed as '’Xicholas Dozenbera'. Business 5fana^*er." 

Mr. Dozexdeiig. AVelk yon see those thinirs' have simply dropped 
from my mind. 

5Ir. Matthfavs. Do yon have your I'ecollection refivshed now that 
for a pei‘iod of at least four months- 

Mr. Dozexbeug. If y(ju had not shown me 1 would still insist upon 
I nevei* was manairer of the Worker. 

iMr. 5Iatthews. X"ow. the Worker was published in (diicaito at 
that time and yon were still- 

Mr. DozExr.Kia;. You see those little details I have completely foi*- 
irotten. even just exactly what happened after the Voire of Labor 
was discontinued: whetlier I also foi any time became the liusiness 
manairer (d‘ the Worker or not. My recolhx-tion n'oes that after 
the A'oice of Labor was discontinued that I became the !nanai>er of 
the literature department of the Workers* Party. Xow, then* may 
be a perio(l while the Worker was continued in Chicaa'o and the 
Voice of Labor done away with that 1 was formally also the business 
manairer of the Worker. 
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51r. Mattheavs. AVell, for 4 months you are listed as that. You 
^av you have forootten that completely? 

^fr. Dozexberg, Four months. That is quite a number of years 
aii’o. and that simply dropped from my mind also. 

5Ir. ^Matthews. Is it possible you may have forgotten 3 ^ 0111 * con* 
nection vcith the Herrin incident also? 

Mr. Dozexberg. No; it is not possible. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. AVell, that aaus less than 4 months, and that was 
eATii longer ago. 

Mr. Dozexberg. No; but that is altogether a different phase. If 
you are accused of having played a role in murder and advocating 
murder that is a ditferent story altogether. 

^Ir. ^Iattiieavs. Did you ever have any connection with the pub- 
jication knoAvn as the Liberator? 

Mr. Dozexberg. The Liberator Avas also ]Dublished from the same 
office, and if I remember correctly, Engdahl’s Avife Avas the business 
manager of the Liberator: and then the Liberator, again, if I re¬ 
member correctly, Avas discontinued. 

Mr. iSlATTiiEAVs. Well, Avere you eAei* l)usiness manager of the 
Liberator ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. I could not say for sure. I doubt it very much. 

Mr. i\lATTHEAVs. Do vou jeeall having given in your biographical 
sketch- 

iMr. Dozexberg. Oh, please, that is a publicity stunt. Don’t pay 
aiiA" attention to that. 

Ml*. 5lATriTEAvs. Did you supply tliese details? 

Mr. DozExuiERG. I don't think 1 did. 

Mr. Mattheavs. Then Avho AA^oidd liaA^e knoAAii your birthday be¬ 
sides A’ourself ? 

Mr. Dozex^berg. That is eas}’' enough for anyone to find out. 

The CiiAiRMAX\ AVell. you gave the information for all of that. 

Mr. Dozexberg. The chances are, Mr. Dies, that I lune given it. 

Mr. Mattheavs. He Avould knoAv atju attended grammai* school in 
Latvia, if you did not supply the information? 

5Ir. Dozexberg. That is possible. 

iSlr. Matpheavs. And hoAv Avould anv one knoAv that atui Avent to 
Avork at the age of 10 years ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. This is publicity s\uff. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. If at)u stated here you Avere business manager of 
the Liberator—1 AA ant to know if vou supplied the information, and 
if it is a fact and is correct ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. It maA" be correct, and it mav be incoi*rect. 

]SIr. ^Iattheavs. You don't recall Avhether vou aviu’c business man¬ 
ager of that publication oi* not ? 

Ml*. Dozexberg. I do not recall. I doubt it. l^ei*sonally, I doubt 
it verv much. 

Tlie Ciiair:max. You Avoiild not have falselA’ su] 3 ]}lied that infor¬ 
mation for the pur])oses of publicit 3 % Avoiild a’ou ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Honorable Dies, it is reasonable I Avould not have, 
but I am honest in telling 3^011 that I do not recollect. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. ]\^ATTHEAA^s. Do 3T)U recollect that the Worker, Avhich Avas pub¬ 
lished Aveekl3\ became a daily publication? 

!Mr. Dozexberg. Yes. 
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Mr. Maithews. On instructions by cuble from Zinoviev in Mos¬ 
cow ? 

Mr. Dozenueko. Xo. 

Mr. Matthews. You donA recall that? 

.Mr. Dozexbeko. 1 don't recall tliat. I bad nothing to do with it. 

Xow, may 1 mention this, .Mr. Dies? I have been told that Benja¬ 
min Oitlow. whom 1 learned to know quite well because he was at 
the headquarters ever so often, has written a book called I Confess, 
and my name is not mentioned once in the whole book. 

'The CiiAHiMAx. IVhat has that got to do Avith it? 

Mr. Dozexueko. It shows that I had played such an insignilicant 
role in matters of this ^(n*t that the attorney refers to. I was instru¬ 
mental in carrying out some, they say, certain technical work. 

Mr. ^Iattiiews. You would not consider the business managership 
of the Ah)ice of Labor insignificant, Avonld you? 

Mr. Dc»zEXin:ii(;. Fi-om a certain point of vieAv it is. 

Mr. Mattheavs. AVonld you consider the business managei’ship of 
the "Worker insignificant ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. "Well, if you understood just exactly what the busi¬ 
ness managership of publications of that sort is doing, you Avoiild 
consider it insignificant. 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. Xoav. you say you became head of the literature 
de))artment of the Workers' Party? 

Mr. Dozexberg. Yes. 

Mr. .Ma'ith FAvs. M oiild you consider that insignificant ? 

Mr. DozEXHEia;. "Well, it Avas a sales organization. My Avork Avas to 
inomote sales. 

^Ir. ^Iatthfavs. "Wasn't it extremely important to disti’ibute liter¬ 
al ure ? 

Mr. Dozkxbkrg. I Avas not doing the distributing. I Avas doing the 
selling. It Avas a means- of making money for the party as far as I 
Avas concerned. 

Mr. ^Iattiikavs. Tlie "Worker, dated August 25, 1923, on page 1. 
cariles a nn\ssage from G. Zinoviev, instructing the "Workers* Party 
of America to make a daily publication out of the Worker, Avhich Avas 
a Aveekly ])ublication. Do yon recall that? 

Mr. 1)ozi:xiu:h(;. I don’t recall. I never had anything to do Avith 
receiving any telegrams from Zinoviev or anyone else Avhatever. Any¬ 
thing that a})peared in the paper had nothing to do Avith me attend¬ 
ing to certain technical -ides of publication. 

Mr. .Matuifavs. As liead of the literature department of the 
"Workei’s* l^irty. ^Ir. Dozenberg, you AAere acquainted Avith the liter¬ 
ature jjublished by the lanty, of course. 

Mr. DozFXBEiiG. I can frankly tell yon that I Avas instrumental in 
having seen that it is ])rinted, tliat it is bound, that the people Avork- 
ing around lx* paid ofi‘: but as to its contents, I had nothing to do or 
nothing to say one iota about it. 

Mr. ^lA'n iiEAvs. I did not ask you if you liad any decisive vote in 
such mattej-s, but you Avei'e acquainted Avith the literature. 

Mr. Dozexbebg. I doubt very much, even if I had time to read the 
contents Avliile it Avas published. 

Mi*. ^Iattjieavs. Hoaa’ long did you hold the position as head of the 
liteiature department of the "Workers’ Party? 

^Ii*. Dozexbekg. lentil iln* tini(‘ the "Wfirkers* Party head({iiarters 
Avas moved back to X(*av Yr»rk. 
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]Mr. Matthew.^. And what year was that i 

Mr. Dozen liERu. I could not say. 

Mr. Matthews. In 1926? 

Mr. Dozenbero. It is eithei* 1926 or 1927. t am not sure wdiich. 
l>ut you liave that i*ecoi*d. 

Ml’. l^fATTiiEWS. I^urino- the ])eriod of your leadei’sliij) in the litera- 
luiv woi’k of the Woi’kers' Party, tlie communists beo-an tlie publica¬ 
tion of what they called the I.enin Libi’ai'V. You r(*call that, doidt 
you ( 

}»Ir. Dozenufrc;. Yes; I I’ecall that. 

M)*. ^Iatthews. And the first vobime of the Lenin Library was a 
book entitled ^‘Lenin On ()ra’anization.*' ^h)U recall that, doidt 
you ? 

iMr. DozENuEiaE I do not re(*all it but 1 do not dispute it. You are 
showino- it to me. 

.Mr. ?>[attiiews. You were a member of the or^'anization at that 
time? 

.Mr. DozENr.EiA}. 1 was a member of the AVorkers Publishinif 
Society. 

iMr. iMA^rriiEWS. As a member of the Society you subscribed to its 
])rinci])les ? 

iMr. DozEXiiERG. Correct. 

Mr. ?4 attuews. And yon accepted the teachimrs of Lenin ? 

Mr. Dozenuer<}. Correct. 

Mr. Matthews. You had to, in order to be a member of the j^arty ? 

Mr. Dozenrero. Exactly. 

Mr. iMAiTHEws. Lenin is considered the hiiihest authority of the 
Communist Thirty ? 

iMr. Dozenrer(;. On the theoretical sid(^ of it ; yes, sir. 

A^Ir. i\[ATTHEWS. Xow, ill tliis book wliich was ])ublislied during- 
your own active leadership in the literature work of the MMrkers’ 
Party, on ])aee 64, Lenin is describino; the nature of a Communist 
Party when it is correctly oro-anized. Lie says : 

Snell nil nrgniiizntioii must of iiei'cssity be iiut too extensive. 

You I’ecall the tlicorii^s of the Communist Ptirty reeardiuo* the van- 
e-uard of th(^ proletariat, that the party is not to lie a party which 
includes a majority of the votine- j)()]nilation but is to be merely the 
^•eiieral staff or the van^'uard of the ju’oletai’iat ? 

Mr. Dozenkero. I shall leavi* it to you to expound it all. 

Ml’. .Matthews. But you understand that ? 

I\Fr. Dozenuerg. T understand that, but you must understand I 
haveirt had anything to do for 12 years wnth it and a lot of those things 
have dropjied from my mind (’om})let(dy. 1 leaxc it to you to expound 
the theories. I think you can do it bett<T than 1 can. 

Air. ^Matthews. You ai’i’ept some UKaisun^ of responsibility for this 
literature; don't you? 

^Ir. Dozenuerg. No; I do not. 

Mr. ^fA'CTHEws. Having ])een head of the literature department of 
the party. 

Mr. Dozenuerg. I xxas instrumental in carrying out certain techni¬ 
cal work in that connection and that is th(‘ finish of it, in that sense. 
You can also hold the same thing about the ])ublishers of Ih’ofessor 
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Kn>seHV work^, wliere he is juh'oentinn* (’(‘rtaiii theories, as l)(*iii;z re- 
.-j)()])sil)le for lioldina* siDiilar the(n*ies. 

^[I•. Matthkavs. Xow. eoiit inning- lliat quotation: 

Snell an eriranizatimi innsl ol’ in'ci'ssity Ix' not ton (‘Xhaisive and as eons]iira- 
torial as iiossiMi*. 

And aaain on paae 74 of the saitn' voinnu*, lA*nin d(‘seril)es tli(‘ 
])arty as follows: 

A small ti^ld k(*riiel coiisislinj;- of reliable, (‘xi)eriene(‘d, and steebxl workers 
witli responsible af::t‘nts in tbe ebief districts, 'and (‘onneeted liy all tbe rnlc's 
of viriet eonspiraey. 

Mr. Do/ExiiKito. He speaks a typical ti'adenndon laiioiiaa'tb He 
speak- a typical trade-iinion lananaoe. 

^Ir. Maittifavs. And aaaiji on paat* 111 through ])da(* l-7>. Lenin 
describes in nnn-e detail the cons[>ii*atoriaI nature of a Coninninist 
Party when it is jjnjperly oroaidzed, and In* says: 

For insta.iiee, the dispntiniLt groups reiiuire— 

'This is on i)aaG 117— 

rennire tbe nlinost ennspira(orialness and military dis(i})lin(‘. 

.Vnd linally on paa-e 1:24, Lenin says: 

In the same way. and after tb<‘ type of bram-h deitartimmt of tin* (k)m- 
miitee or (’oniinittee institution, all the other groups serving tin* movtanent 
sbonld be orgaiiize<l—the university students and bigb selmol students groups, 
till* groups, let us say. for assisting Government officials, transport groups, 
printing groups, p’as>port groups, groups for arranging conspiratorial meeting 
l)laees. groups for tracking spies, military groups, groups f<n’ procuring arms, 
organization groups, such as for running iiienme-i)rodueing enterprises, etc. 
Tin* wlnde art of conspiratorial organization consists in making use «tf (‘very- 
Tliing and everybody. 

Xow, you wei’<* a iiieinhei' of (he Cl )iiinuniist Ptnly until wlial 
yea!\ Mi\ I)oz(‘nl)ei‘ii'^ 

.Mf. DozFXUEnG. 1028, I tldiik. 

Hf. ^Iatthfavs. Ill otlier w’oi’ds, foi* a period of approximately 8 
yeai's i 

Mr. Dozen BERG. Yes. 

^Ir. ^Maitiiew'.s. At least you were a member of tlie Commuui.st 
Party ? 

Ml-. Dozi xiu R(t. Yo<. 

Ml'. Matfiifavs. You haven't forgotten tlie nature of the Coin- 
muni.-t Party during that j)eriod, have yoiH 

.Mr. Dozenbeijg. (Xo answer.) 

Mr. ^Iattiieavs. You know that it was a conspiratorial organi¬ 
zation ? 

Mr. Dozexberg. It was not. 

.Mr. MA'iTirFAVs. Why did the parly publish Ltmin’s advici' on 
oro-auizatioii emphasizing tin' ueec'ssity for htung eousj)iratorial if 
the ])arty was not o-(hng to take any cognizance of lliat advi(‘e^ 

Mr. l/ozENBEiai. Yon are asking me why. Well, those were LeiiinV 
theories. Yh(‘i‘(‘ may be a tinu' when soim^one els(' w'ill he publish¬ 
ing a hook about yon that yon are also a conspirator. 

^]]\ ^fAT'rniAVs. And yon have also stated that Lenin is consid¬ 
ered the higliest anllioritv in th(‘oi'y. 

Mr. T)ozExr,ER(;. Hiat he is eoiisidered tlu‘ highest authority as far 
as eertaiii t}i(‘ori(‘s are coneenied. 
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Mr. 'Mati'iiews. Noav, on page 114 of this book Tve read: 

We must get the workers to understand that while the killing of spies^ 
provoeateurs, and traitors may sometimes, of course, he absolutely unavoid¬ 
able, it is highly undesirahh* and mistaken to make a system of it. 

Til other words, yon knew that I^eiiin did advocate the killing if 
unavoidable, of those wlio were considei'ed traitors by the Com¬ 
munist T^arty. 

Mr. Dozenijeko. If that is your intei pretation, I have no objection 
to it. T have never understood it that way as far as I am concerned. 

iVIr. Matthews. That is what took place at Herrin, isiiT it? 

Mr. Dozenueho. T don’t think tliat you are a conspirator, but there 
may be people on the outside calling you a conspirator against other 
people, and if someone Avoiild write a theory about it, I would not 
accuse someone else, responsible for publishing it, also being a con¬ 
spirator. 

iMr. ^Matthews. Now, Mv. Dozenberg, yon were head of the litera¬ 
ture dej)artment of the party down until Avhat date, again, please? 

Mr. Dozeniieeg. Until the party headquarters was moved from 
Chicago to New York. I don’t remember the date. 

Mr. Matttieavs. And what did yon engage in then when the party 
moved its headquarters to New York? TVhat became of your posi¬ 
tion ^ 

Mr. Dozenheeg. I became the manager of the AVorkers’ Publishing 
Society. 

Mr. ^Matthews. TVhere was that located? 

Mr. Dozenbehg. One Hundred and Twenty-Hfth Street; I don’t 
remember the number. 

Mr. Matthews. In New York? 

Mr. Dozenbehg. In New York. 

Mr. ^Iattheavs. And Iioav long did you hold that position? 

Mi‘. Dozenbehg. T think for a year, more or less. I am not sure. 

Mr. Mathieavs. And Avas that the last position yon held in the 
Woi'kers’ Party? ^ ! 

Mr. DozENr»EKG. Tliat Avas the last position. 

Mr. ^Ia'itheavs. And that Avas done until a])oiit the end of 1927, 
Avas it not? 

Mr. DozenPiEHG. It is either 1927 or 1928. 

Mr. Mattheavs. And then it Avas the end of 1927. Avas it not. that 
voi! enlisted in th(‘ Avork of tlie SoA'iet ^Military Intelligence* ? 

Mr. DozENr.EHG. I do not remember anytlnng of the sort. 

Mr. Mattiieavs. IVell. Avhat was it? Earh^ in 19‘kS? 

Mr. Dozenbeh(}. [ liaA^e neA'er (*nli.sted in the Soviet employ. 

Mr. Ma^theavs. Hoav do you describe your Avork under the Soviet 
MilitaiT Intelligence? 

^ir. Dozenbehg. Mr. Chairman, may I address a request? 

The CiiAiHMAN. Cei-tainly. 

Ml*. Dozenbkkg. If you Avish me to make any statements along 
those lines at all. I Avoidd suggest an executive session. I am not 
going to make any public statements, and I Avant you to understand 
that, ii*]*espe(*tiAT of AAdiat tlie committe(* mitrht decide to do Avith me: 
because I figure that a (juestioii of my Avelfare is at stake. 

The CiiAiH'iMAX. You mean in auSAvei'iug any questions dealing Avith 
yourself? 
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Mr. DozKMiKiJG, Willi a fon‘i^ii powrr. 

'riu‘ ('iiAiHMAN. AVt*ll. if the eijinmittee liolds an executive j^esHiori. 
will you he tlioroiiiihly frank with tlie connniltee^ 

3Ir. DozrxHKUG. I will. 

'Vhc CiiAiHM.xx. And tell the coinniittei' your whole connection in 
this matter, if any. and youi* knowledge of others in it ^ 

Ml’. DozExr.KKG. I have confidence in the committee that if I tell 
them something- in confidence for the use of the Government that I 
will do so. but 1 do not wish to make any public statements. 

d'he C'liAifniAx. You are no lon^'er connected witli the Communisl 
Party, are you ( 

31r. DozENUEia;. I am not. 

Yhe Chaiiemax. You have repudiated the Communist Party and 
you no lon<rer believe in the Communist Party ? 

^Ir. Dozen HEiiG. Exactly. 

'File CjiAiiniAx. Is that riirht ^ 

^fi’. DozENHEia;. That is ri^ht. 

The CiiAiEAiAN. And you realize the dairn'er of this thing to the 
United States. doiTt yoiC 
^fr, Dozenbekg. I do. 

The Chatioian. And you want to hel}) jn’otect this Governnumt 
and this country, do you not? 

Mr. Dozenbeeg. I want to protect myself as well, Dies. 

The CiiAiR.uAN, I think that the request is reasonable. 

The committee will go into executive session. AVill you jdease 
clear the room, everyone ^ 

(AVhereupon the hearing room was cleared of all spectators.) 
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